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Better Off in a Jar of Formaldehyde 


!fiie oit/^y or 

Girt?’ (October 28) heve 
vocioroii^ ciitiCiwd sex 
dotermioetioii terts, but 
hm ignored ^ emotional 
aspect of l)te r«ifity. 

Can they dei^ that a 
vast prMxntion of Indto 
(emales are stdqected to a. 
degree of physical and 
nntmtal t(»ture by thesr pa> 
rents and in-laws that 
would m^ the Nazis look 
sandy by conqnrwon? It is 
this mentaity thatperpetu- 
ites the dowry s^enn. In 
sin^ terms, a boy makes 
noney and a girl takes 
wmey. ’■ 

Until the vitiated atmos- 
ibere of our so-called civd- 
sed society is cleansed, no 


Novondier editiwii by‘ 
one Mr Jolly Tho- 
dathuse^. . 

In this dwtt the pre? 
gnancy m 18^ is shown 
from left to right. Hie 
actual month of jnegnancy 
is shown from top to bot¬ 
tom. The X indi¬ 
cates a boy ami'O'a girl. If 
the couple use this chart 
for the purpose of concep¬ 
tion, they c«i have a ddkl 
accordmg to tiieir chc^. 
For exan^, if a 22-years-^ 
completed woman wants a’ 
teby ^ shmdd con¬ 
ceive in Feteniary, Mardi, 
May or August ^mflarly, a 
woman who has completed 
27 years ^lould conceive hi 
January, March, May, Jime 


Cpiy qneotian a^ a 
tong pnnod ol uncoittciQus- 
Aess iolowing a Caesarean 
nectitm was: Boy^^or 
Wbm I repfied^'Boy', she 
lay Wd( hanp^. 1 don't 
know. what, her reactkm 
would have been if 1 bad 
said, 'Gill'. 

Baron cawknib^, 

Birbhum (W.B,) 

■ It is a shocldng truth that 
even mothers in our coim- • 
try sOendy pray that their 

will be a male. 
B.N.Bo8e, 

Cdcaitta 

■ It is snaang that m a 
country where males and 
females claim equal legal- 
ri^s and where females 
have proved to be a matdi^ 
for males in all respects, at 
baby girl cannot exp^ 


TheTdegrajh 


amount of legislation wih 
stop the dehumanisation of 
Indian society. The female 
foetus is better oft in a jar 
of formaldehyde than 
amongst parents who do 
not have the aldity or de- 
nre to ^ it the me and 
support it needs. 

Gimrab BaaerJee, 
Calodta 

■ MrsaidhfrArvhidKohh 
dakn that tiiey have a chart 
Iw wMdh they can forecast 
^ sex of bafay. Igpoe- 
Kss the same dim. 

> TMs diait is acting a 
Chinese chart that wn 
Eouna btaled.n} a foytd 
near Beglng about,. 


*;A''aBnUar‘'%ferit ';SaS' 

dceady been pdiUbedlB a 
llifaili^iam iliaga^ ciB- 
lad, Kaayaba. in Btoir. 


or November to have a 
baby gid The month men- 
tKMied in the chart is the 
commencement of the 
groi^ of the foetus iin- 
mecbately afto- ccmception. 

Accordng to the rmxir- 
ter of Xanyalca, this oiart 
wms discovered 70Q years 
ago in a Bepnp royal tomb 
^tiie same e preserved 
in the Iiwtitute of Science, 
Be$mg. The editor oi the 
inoasazine also mentioned 
thd die report was sckn- 
tific^ proved, that die 
chart was secured from 
toudsts aid that the dxirt 
could be teded at the read¬ 
er's own dak. 
K-Pbilailn, 

Cdcutta 

• 1 have a iwi^ daut' 
wlpdi puUhii^ in a ' 
BtfMdt daly years asp. 

6.IIIIIIIU, 


equal birth ii|d>d 

Jayanta Niuidl Roy, 

Guwdiati 

■ Thank you for focudng 
on the iHutal rmsuse d the 
two wonderful gifts of 
medkdscienoe: amniocen¬ 
tesis md dtrasonography. 
Even brutes wrouhl shudder 
at the mass murder. 
SiraJaaSaMda, 

Cdc^ 

■ The story was a ridi tri¬ 
bute to the miBions of gids 
just before the year of the 
gii;l chad (1991). 

Sninohar JMaundsd, 

Ndxidwv l^.B3 

• Sdimpit htws dioidd be 
enacted agabist ^ des- 
ticying of teinale hietiwes. 
H we don't arrest the 
teend. we wi be mdcktga 
moduyy rtf opr dierished 


6 JAN 


BIw So, you want to be Peter 
Pan? 'niere is plenty that you 
can pick off the shelf at the 
friendly neighbourhood 
chemist's. Run along, then... 
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■ Samantha Fox, that 
pop singer who packs so much 
mto the little frame, had the 
crowds panting in Bombay, 
New DeQii and Madras. A 
photofeature on the Delhi 
show. 
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ii lll^ elder sister’s fiist - . 


■ Chittaranjan 
Samanta is the first man to do 
yoga at an altitude of 5,554 
metres. And make a bid for the 
Guimtess. 
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Noti^ enters or leaves tht 
Golf withrat passing through the IM-iwtije 
Strait of Hormuz, a slen^r chute th^\ 
connects the Gulfs underground oceans of 




OH to a petroleum-thir^ world. 

Regarded tor centuries as (mw of the 
most strategicaDy important waterways, 
the strait has be^ caOed the Gibraltar oi 
the East It has taken cm new signihcance 
because of the conflict sparked in August 
by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

“In fact, it should be considered as the 
world’s single most important strait econo- 
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MM, becauM it, bi mailBed by « vital 
gkte Manat in tiw pawnee of goods, 
Mndoea, naovorON and tadmology. with 
bI die heart of its economic 

lB|MCtMKe.*'a8ysRoUlMlahK. Ramasani, 
ebo teachea aovemnent and for^ 
ifUta at the unvorsity o£ >nrginia. 

Two powen dominate the strait Ak^ 
the andy, low4ying northern ahore lies 
baa, wfakb mataMna major mifitary basea 
ta the area. Todieaouth, Oman owns the 
remote tb> of the Musandam Peninsula, 
aM ita rocky, convoluted coastline. 

Outsiders nirely visit the peninsula it- 
idf. ‘lt*s pre^ isolated and desdate," 
lays Nttkxud GeogruMc wnter Thomas 
j. AbercFombie, a huddle East veteran. 
‘The land just shoots right up out of the 
water, sort of like brokoi idau. It would 
ruin a boat (»ctty qidckly if you put one up 
agaiDSt the rodt except for a few narrow 
beaches." 

Midiael Sterner, US ambassador to the 
UMed Arab Emirates during the Carter 
a d mi ni s t ra tion, remembers the on>ressive 
hMt that lay over the tip of land. 

"I was thm in late qiring, and it was 



Wigi the Gulf conflict the 
Strait of Hormuz has 
become the 


m(»t"Watched waterway 
in ijie world, writes 
Donald Smith 



Photofraphe: Steve Raymer 


blasinidy hot and very humid,” he says. 
"It's very craggy, tot^y treeless. There 
are little enclaves of fisher-folks along the 
coast, quite primitive and potar. It’s not a 
beautifiil ida^ but it is very imposuig.” 

"Aa a vacation spot it wo^d rank just 
above purratcay," says another traveller. 

Most of the peninsula’s sparse popula- 
tkia belong to the SMhuh and Habus 
Oftes, two of the hundreds of tribal and 
subtribal groups acartcred across Oman. 
VIBagara, who fish and ferm on a subsist- 
enoe level and keep herds of goats, speak 
a language diet inodes both Arabic and 
Peraian words. 

Traditionally, Western military and pob- 
tical analysts have concentrate on the 
^ of keying the strait open for oil 
lUpmenta. But m the current Gulf conflict, 
the Untted States ami ita allies have closed 
die strait to vessels attempting to break 
UN economic sanctioas a^st Iraq. 

. Some anaibrife say baq itself might use 
in air power to ^ to ebae down the strait 
fetnaMaMoflwar. DmiM the long war 



that fidowed Iraq’s I960 nvaMm of Iran, 
oil tanken became atrategic targets. 

"During the tanker war Iranians were 
trying to afep out oil,” recalls Ramasani 
”ini^ went after those targets quite 
auCceaafiiDy by air,” 

Others, aui± as Brocddngt Institution 
guest scholar Judith Kq^, bdieve the 
strait is too far away for fraq to suatafo an 
elective biodcade under the current dr- 
cumatancea, even by air. "It would be 
difficult,” she says. Either way, the pas¬ 
sage is fikeb' once again to become a scene 
of violence. 

The shaliowness of the Peraian Gulf 
itself discourages the use of large 
warshipa. eapec^y submarines. Mibtary 
experts say the advent of long-range 


Traveraing the strait cam be fike thread¬ 
ing a needle m a stiff braese. Although the 
waterway bi usually cahn, strong tidal 
Cttrents and frequent strong, shiftmg 
Vrinds can nuke navigation through the 
numerous bdanda tricky. VlailHilty is aomc- 
times poor because (rf salt, base, early- 
morning fog or one of the frequent sand- 
atoeou duA can obliterate objects a haif- 
itdle away or even closer. 

Vesseia entering from the Arafean 
Sea—an arm of the Indian Ocean—pass 
throuih the Gulf of Oman, then make a 
sharp turn north to enter the strait. 

The atrait narrows from a maximum of 
52 miles to juat over 20 miles between 
Larak lalmd and die Qumn isfenda. The 
navigable channel ranges frwn 240 feet to 



Polans missiles capable of hitting distant 
targets has lessened the need for the 
passage of US nvurlear-powered sub¬ 
marines throuih the strait. 

On October 2, when the USS Indepeiid~ 
once entered the Gulf along with several 
ships of her battle group, the 79,000-ton 
vessel became the first aircraft earner to 
traverse the strait since 1974. A Navy 
spokeaman aaid the visit was attended 
partly as a “siww of force” against Iraq. 

The shiiqiing chaiviel passes through 
waters witmn Oman's 12-mile territorad 
boundi^. For yevs the suhsnate has 
enthutfestioally actqd as traffic cop of the 
strait, governing die passage of a steady 
intemraorud stream m tamierat 


480 feet (feep. Thu undersea gorge along 
which ships muat pass is con^raUy 
nanower dan the rest of the waterway 
and hugs the Arabian shore to the south. 

Three hundred years ago the coast was 
haunted by Omani (drates who preyed on 
British and Dutch shipping. A peace treaty 
eventually ended the practice. 

More recendy, oil-tanker traffic through 
the strait was cut by one-third during the 
war between Iran and Iraq, whichendedm 
19IM* 

Wia escalating tensions in the Peraian 
GttHI the Strait m Hmmux mice again has 
become most-watched waterway in 
the world. 

WtAml Qtognvbic News Service} 
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They wiD be carefully avoiding eye con- 
thct and lapping up disinfonnation. When 
the lecture ends the hard sell starts. '‘Us6 
thia o8 or that herb or yonder potion and 
will never look at anoUier man.^ 
That ia the refrain. At tius stage most of 
the audience drifts away having had its 


You wilt be left vddi tro^ Stand* 
ing annmd ab^ haftyldiiM kdtffiag bn 
matters of a aeiitaif hlfure. 

Sui^eas yoiff anoiqanc* «'laugjhter at 
the rubUsh being spouted. Just observe 
the quack’s audience. It will be aU male, 
probably because the Wimtiya tmi would 
find it too embnrassing to be seen taking a 
pubbc aiterest 
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mulh-crore business 


Charts by Nilratan Malty 

^ee entertainment, but a significant 
I^ority shutfie their feet and fork out 
substantial sums. 

This is what Dr Prakash Kothari calls, 
’'the exploitation of the deperate by the 
igmrant.” M the stuff being flogged is 
useless and some of it is dangerous. 

Since time immemorial people have ex¬ 
perimented with exotic substances in the 
hqpe of sexual stimulation. From rhino 
h^ to peails in vinegar—-you name it and 
somebody's tried it. Charaka in his Va- 
ficanm (aphrodisiacs) section of the ^a- 
ruts writes of the efficacy of "rooster's 
flesh fried in crocodile semen”. One won- 
how the latter was persuaded to part 
fab tenily jewels. 

r.' -N# ‘potMenergi^’ drugs have be- 
biftporate bu^ss. A iww <m 
ligenllMd the hMflan mvket or rather an 
nimm baa been repackaged by jwverii] 
awdaUe-ft die 
biT yiw friendy naighbcntthdud' 


medical store. 

Tins is ginseng alias Panax Arialaceae 
the brown-white powdered root of i 
perennial plant grown under shade. Hailo 
by the inscrutable Japanese as "die won 
dtf of the universe”, ginseng product 
have been popular in the &r East for miUe 
nae. It has certainty ixoved wonderfril fo 
the corporate balance sheet with annua 
sales touching Ra SO crores. 

In the last three years the market fo 
ginseng products has grown phenomenal 
ly. Revital, Jensheng and Ginsec an 
among die market leaders so far as phar 
macological products are concerned 
Among herbal/ayurvedk products, Thi^ 
Phis and Chawahprash lead die vray wid 
the former selling nuxe than one cron 
padcets monthly. 

Ginseng's purported, efficiency in freat 
ing a diverse range of chrome complaint 
is unbeiievaUe. It ia not just an aphrddisiai 
but it is advertised as a safe natiural iitiniu 
taunt with no known side effects. The ke; 
word is safe. 

Ginseng is supposed to prolong dv 
Bfeapan, reduce blood sugar and speed uj 
insultai action m diabedcs. Dr Shaidat &di 
kot of Jaslok Hospital, Bombay says then 
is no truth in ^ last claim. It ia alsi 
beUeved to improve memory, feamlni 
abfiity and muscular coordination. It i 
even supposed to help neurotic am 
neurasth^cs and speed up drug wfth 
drawaL All thia ki adifition to its legetKlar] 
aphrodisiac effect. The literature ^atiri 
buted by various manufecturers states tha 
it does all this without any sicte effects. 

Ginseng contains dozens of orjpmii 
adds and sugars. But the phamiacologica 
actions of the drug are thought to be dui 
to the action of several llibstances Iftowi 
as ginsenosides or saponins. These an 
steroidal structures similar to steroid!»»: 
mones and there lies the rub. 

Post-Ben Ji^son and Seoul '88 doe; 
one need to reiterate the dangers ai ster 
oid use and abuse? Howevmr, imdica 
opinion is shatply divided on how cfeaeti 

die actions of j^^ndsides mWe d 

' 

No one dams dieir siiyiaifty. 

^nseng qreate the nm aide da^ 
Chattdjee d lUnogical 
menSufeetdrets d Jenlheiw ■). jjiaila dk 
‘^A pnaeng baaed drink-tvat 





























approved for die Seoul Olympics There is 
a difference between a steroid and some¬ 
thing like a steroid. Ginseng may have 
some steroidal effects, but without the 
(undpsurable) side effects of a stenod ’* 

Stuihes indicate that long-term use of 
ginseng may lead to Ginseng Abuse Syn¬ 
drome (GAS) with symptoms that resem- 
Ue steroid poisoning A two-year study by 
the Journal of the Amencan Medical Asso- 
aatior^involving 133 subjects came to this 
conclusion 

The subjects showed up with morning 
diarrhoea, insomnia, hypertension and 
nervousness They amazm^y reported a 
sunultaneous feehng of well being and effi- 
aency, at least some of them did Interes¬ 
tingly, only nine out of 133 felt then* sexual 
peifortnance had been enhanced 

This study was written off by Manila 
Kothan of Diqihar Interftan, manufactur¬ 
ers of Ginsec, as an “uncontrolled tnal" 
Kothan point^ out that the subjects had 
at various times ingested gmseng in un¬ 
conventional forms like tea and reefers 
She stated that the dosages had not neces¬ 
sarily been within the recommended limits 
being even 10 times the normal amount on 
occasions 

G K Majumdar of Wockhardt the 


manufacturers of Wmofit, says the same 
thing "The side effects of ginseng depend 
on ^ pattern, extent and amount of the 
drug taken in one go The concentration of 
ginseng m Wmofit is such that it will not 
lead to any side effects " 

The Dtvg ana Therapeutics Bidktm re¬ 
ports other GAS synqjtoms may be oes¬ 
trogenic effects and swollen breasts and 
va^nal bleeding m the female 

In August 1988 tlm ministry of health m 
Pakistan niformed the World Health Orga¬ 
nisation (WHO) that, among 602 other 
drugs, they were withdrawmg gmseng 
preparations from the market The reason 
dt^ was that "the listed products were 
irrational, either unsafe, of doubtful ther¬ 
apeutic i^ue or subject to misuse” 

In July 1989 the Pood and Drug Adim- 
nistrabon (FDA) m the US banned the sale 
of the notorious Spanish Fly and gmseng m 
combination with other substances 
FDA concluded that the purported aphro¬ 
disiacs were neither safe nor enhanced 
desire or performance Safety was their 
prune concern, a spokesman was quoted 
as saying 

However, pure gmseng is still available 
as a “health food" m the US, according to 
Dipak Chatteijee Earber, ^nseng has 




Source ORG(19aai 


been used m cookies, wme biscuits, soap 
shatmxwB and body oils 
Isn't It a strange comadence that prom¬ 
otional literature distnbuted m India by the 
various gmseng product manufacturers 
fails to mention the ban^ Or that Pakistan’s 
closmg the door m 1988 led to a flood of 
gmseng products hittmg the Indian market 
and a 275 per cent mcrease m volume oi 
sales the next year? Or that despite these 
exphat reservations gmseng products are 
advertised as bemg s^e and havmg no side 
' effects? 

D r Prakash Kothan, head of the sexual 
medicme department, KEM Hospital, 
Bmnbay comes up with another mterest 
mg pomt He states that a herbal medicme 
must be used withm six months of the date 
of pluckmg Also that ayurvedic prepara¬ 
tions are always presented after knowmg 
the patient’s prakruti and vikruti (physiolo 
gy and pathology) 

Are the mani^cturmg dates on the va- 
nous products bemg marketed that of the 
date of pluckmg’ Ideally they should be Is 
the expu 7 date withm six months of the 
pluckmg date’ Should gmseng be sold over 
the counter m contradiction of Charaka s 
principle that an unpresenbed drug may be 
"as a vqjra, a swoi^ edge or poison”’ 

As for the aphrodisiac properties of gm¬ 
seng, Kothan says this is based on the 
doctrme of signatures or similitude That 
K, hke cures like 

Formstance, Aswagandha, whose roots 
smell like a stalbon’e unne, is believed to 
endow the user with the strength and 
vmhty of a horse. Mandrake, wfech le- 
sernt^ a human torso, is also believed to 
be an aphrodisuc for that reason On the 
other hant^Sarpagandha, looks like a coiled 
I snake and hence is considered a specific 
i DgHbst snakebite Smuiarly, the fact that 







‘THE ELIXIR OF LIFE’ 


T he remarkable properties of gin¬ 
seng were supposedly discovered 
by Lao Tte (circa 600 BC) the senu- 
ie^ndary founder of the Taoist Way. 
Like rockets, paper, silk and tea it 
eventually found its way out of China 
and was adopted by several Far East¬ 
ern countries. 

Tao Hung Ching (452-536 AD) 
states, “Gmseng tastes sweet and 
cool. It is a tonic to the spuits, allays 
fear, expels evil efBuvia, bn^tens the 
eye and improves the mind. If taken for 
a while it wiO prolong lifespan and 
remove thirst.” 

All over China, Japan and Korea 
ginseng preparations in combination 
with other c^gs have been used for 
centuries. The Koreans call it the elixir 
of life. It used to be fearfully expen¬ 
sive, being worth its weight in silver at 
one time. Even now 30-40 gms of pure 
wild ginseng powder costs around 
$4000. 

Garricques, a biochemist studied 
ginseng scientificaliy for the first time 
in IBM. He isolated several subst¬ 
ances called saponins or ginsenosides 
from wild Canadian ginseng. In 1890 
the Russian Davidow carried out simi¬ 
lar experiments with Korean ginseng. 

The first mtemational symposium on 
l^seng was held m Seoul m 1974 with 
nine nations participating. There have 
been four more since and the WHO 
sponsored gerontology conference in 
Lugam, 1975, which featured studies 
on ginseng. Ginseng has also been 
investigated by vanous ministries of 
health and the Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration, US. 

Ginseng is distributed naturally be¬ 
tween 30 and 48 degrees of Latitude. 
That is, it grows in the wild in tl» cool 
temperate zone, very often in the rain 
shadow areas of hi^ mountains. 

Asiatic ginseng is found in Korea, 
Manchuria, Siberia and Japaa North 
America has also ipt a native ginseng 
species. The drug is obtained from the 
perennial plant Panax Aralacaae. The 
name is derived from the Chinese ‘Jen 
Sheng' signifying the herb whose roots 
resemble the human body. 

It IS traditionally classified according 
to Its place of onjpn. Wild ginseng is 
now very rare and said to be disco¬ 
vered only by divine revelatioa Culti¬ 
vated ginseng is referred to as Korean, 
Japanese or Canadian ^seng, accord- 
mg to its place of origin. 

It 1 $ also classified according to the 
process of treatment. Fresh roots are 
cgUed green ginseng. Dried green gin- 
aMig is known as white ginseng while 


steamed green ginseng is called red 
gins^. 

Ginseng is wildly expensive because 
it is a difficult plant to cultivate. There 
must be g^ drainage and at least 130 
cms (50 ins.) rainfall as well as li^t 
snowM. Also the same field cannot be 
used to grow two successive aops 
without a 15-year gap. 

The Panax plant blooms only three 
years after it is sown. In the northern 
hemisphere the plant bears seeds* by 
mid-Jiily. The mother plants provide 
seeds only once in four years. 

The se^s are mixed wiffi fresh sand 
and left to germinate for nearly four 



months. In early November they are 
sown on previously prepared sand 
beds. Even there care must be t^en 
to ensure even growth. 

The nursery bKls are prepared by 
tilling about 15 times and sowing of 
wild grasses. In late March or ^y 
April of year two the nursoies are 
seeded. In late September or early 
October when the leaves and stem 
be^ to wit, the stalk is covered with 
soil in order to protect it. 

The seedlings are transplanted in 
early AprU of year three. This must be 
done within a week otherwise the 
attrition rate is hig^. Sunshades are 
then set up and once again protective 
measures are taken in autumn. 

The roots are harvested from four, 
five and six-year-old pdants depending 
od the type of ginseng r^ufred. Har¬ 
vesting for white ginseng is carried out 
in August and is red ginseng is obtained 
in late September or early Octcfoer. 


the gkiaeng root looks imguely like a Sag 
am has led people to believe it has phaBii 
pn»ertieB, says Kothati 

However, scientific investigation of vS' 
rious plants has not established the valk^ 
of the doctrine of signatures, he point! 
out. Yet, there remains the possibility of i 
placebo effect—that belief in the effkaq 
of a medicine may be enough to do tJu 
trick—-provided the placebo is inert am 
harmless. 

According to Kothari more double blinc 
studies (where neither the doctor nor tiu 
patient knows who is being adnunisterec 
the drug) are necessary to estal^ Ite 
efficiency of the drug ginseng as well at 
several other herbs su^ as ^wagandha. 

“Peopfo harbour the nuMxmc^tion that 
iMxneopathy and ayurvedic medwines an 
quite harmless even when they don't 
woric,” claims Kothari. This is simply not 
true. As Kent, the noted homeopath, 
states, homeopathy can kil}. So can ayur- 
veda if applied irrationaliy ‘There is no¬ 
thing like one universal drug for all patients 
and anything that can cure skk folks can 
also kill sick folks,” he adds. 

According to Kothari, "The picture of a 
ginseng root may well be more stimulating 
or effective than the root itself.” It is ffie 
considered opinion of India’s foremost sex¬ 
ologist that ginseng may be neiffier s^ 
nor effective particulariy if it is just sold 
over the counter, without fHesofolfon. 

He would not comment on ths GAS and 
cartico steroid poisoning effects simply 
stating, "I am not aware of this sterc^ 
property.‘’ 

Dr P.K. Sarkar of R.G. Kar Medical 
College, IS the editor of a quarteriy journal 
published by the Drug Action Forum, 
West Bengal. He, too, lua a great deal to 
say on the subject of ginseng and the way 
it has been pushed by the ^g manufrtc- 
turing companies. 

Sarkar l^ents the lack of any authorita¬ 
tive, unbiased scientific information siz¬ 
able about new drugs bc^ released in the 
Indian market Theoretically, the govern¬ 
ment drug control authinities are re¬ 
sponsible for disseminating information ab¬ 
out new drugs as laid down in the Drug 
Ccmtrol Poli^, 1986. In practice, they 
dmi’t provide any information. There is 
also a grey area about herbal ayurvedic, 
that is, "unscientific” drugs. Who should 
be responsible for scientific information on 
unsdentific dru^? 

Also, there is no offidai regulation on 
the type of promotional material sui^lied. 
Adriigmanufocturercan, and accord^ to 
Sarkar, often does, supply only one sjde of 
the story, glosaing over, or not mentioning 
hia {HTodiict’s drawbacks. Particularly bla¬ 
tant are the cases where multinationals 
provide one set of promotional material 
with detailed scientific information for the 
First World, and aifother set tor Imfia and 
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Other Third World nations (containing half 
trutlis and distortions). Ginseng is no ex¬ 
ception. The manufacturers are generally 
silmt about possibte adverse effects. One 
nunu&cturer states, “Side effects follow¬ 
ing prolonged ginseng are ahnost negiiff- 
Me" and another that “no side effects have 
been observed in even a single case". 

Doctors don't in general know much 
about herbai/ayurvedic drugs because 
these are not induded in medi^ curricula 
and don’t find a place in s'tandard tex¬ 
tbooks. A busy GP may well rely on the 
one-sided information supplied by drug 
manufacturers. 

Many GPs prescribe tonics simply as 
placebos. But are the expensive ginseng 
tonics in the market harmless? As Sarkar 
says, current scientific evidence does not 
prove they are. 

The drug comparaes have also marshal¬ 
led a substantial amount of evidence to 
counter these charges. As they say, more 
than 2,0(X) research papers have been 
published on ginseng proving "its manifold 
therapeutic benefits and freedom from ma¬ 
jor adverse effects’,’. 

Sarkar counters the argument that 
several phaimacopoeae list ginseng drugs 
by pointing out that textbooks on pharma¬ 
cology also list drugs which are dangerous 
and proscribed such as cocaine and teroin. 

&ponins are not steroids, the drug 
conqianieB state. Moreover, the ginseno- 
aides have hardly any toxicity, according 
to them. However, Sarkar states that 
saponins are steroidal structures bound to 
sugars and quotes several textbook refer¬ 
ences in support of his cteim. 

The drug companes also point out toat 
they have nev-.r -laimed -hat ::.i. 'r:\ 

ingi^n waC£Ur6(i eiiss iiiwV 

not bothered to mention that it has 
not been cleared in toe US and that it is I 



Source: OR6(19S9) 


(Note: The ORG survey covered only oirtteng- 
based drugs menufectured by pharmaoeuhcal com¬ 
panies. Companies which produce only ayurvedic 
drugs, such as Ajanie Pharma, manutacturars ol 
Thiny Phis, wers not included.) 



banned in Pakistan as welL 
In the final analysis drug companies 
state that ginseng has been used as “a 
medicine ai^ food product in several coun¬ 
tries for more than 5,000 years without 
giving rise to adverse effects and with 
considerable clinical benefits.” This, 
according to them, is the ultimate vindica¬ 
tion of ginseng. 

The kst, of course, is a rather difficult 
statement to either prove or disprove 
without recourse to a time machine. There 
is simply no hard data on which one can 
base or investigate this claim. Similarly the 
fact tliat there have been international 
symposia and WHO sponsored confer¬ 
ences where ginseng featured on the 
agenda does not necessarily prove that it 
is safe or scientific. 

J ust why has ginseng among other health 
tonics and "energlsers and rechargers’’ 
caught on to the Indian market in such a 
big way? Is tlM well-to-do Indian finally 
becoming health conscious? Has the 
'phoren' craze for fitness and health hu 
mtwreUe caught on in such a big way here? 

Locking at the burgeonii^ healto clubs 
and clinics one certainly thi^s so. it has 
become fashionable to jog and eat whole¬ 
some food and workout in health clubs and 
gyms. Fat is out, fit is in. 

It could also be age-old mate anxieties 
about impotence finally surfacing. As the 
age of emancipation dawns for the urban 
working Indian woman, her spouse is final¬ 
ly facing competition. She now lias far 
more access to males than ever before, 
she has become more as.serttve and less 
likely to endure frustration. 

Kinsey after all established tiiat women 
peak sexually after 3U whereas men start 
g(^ downl^ at 16! For women who are 
over 30. the best has truly begun anyway. 
Their consorts may well feel compelled to 
take tonics to recharge their batteries so 
that they can cope. 

Another factor could be that with life 
expectancies increasing worldwide, geron¬ 
tology is becoming an increasingly impor¬ 
tant field of study. Intense research on ail 
types of life prolonging drugs is going on. 

The massive media and publicity cam¬ 
paigns accompanying the release of va¬ 
rious ginseng products may have influ¬ 
enced even the skeptical .sna uncommit¬ 
ted. It is supposedly effective m so many 
different cases that a lot of people would 
be tempted to ^ it once anyhow. 

The perceptive reader will have noted 
that a lot of unanswered questions are 
strewn at random throu^ this article. De- 
fiberately so, with medical opinion divided 
about the efficacy and possible adverse 
Jects jt-v.'..!! .hi. 

answers tor suit; ui* .nc ^perti¬ 

nent questions have not even been asked 
yet. ■ 
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N ineteen ninety one launches us into 
the last decade of the 20th Century 
in a blaze of glory and glamour. It 
Will be the year of the woman, as Jupiter, 
the pacesetter, will be in the slot of 
conception and babies, fashions and style, 
gold and grandiose, cinema and stage, 
entertainment and amusements, hobbies 
and folliesf!), study and research, sports 
and games (very specially the love game). 

1^1 lias two Is and two 9s. TTierefore 
the complete range and gamut from 1 to 9 
is covered. In other words, the numerolo¬ 
gy wheel has turned the hill circle. Also, 
from February 7, Thursday, 1991, Saturn 
steps into Aquarius by Western astrolo^, 
thus initiating the Aquarian age. Add^ 
1991 we do get l-t-9+9+l=20, the in¬ 
dicator of the 20th centi^l! lliat’s a 
happy, purposeful, coincidence and it 
speaks well for our future. 

We open up full throttle with the yearly 
forecast... 


dren, group activity, socialising on Febru¬ 
ary 7, consequently, pressures and de¬ 
nies will start to ease, and thus, you will 
have more time for leisure, travel, and a 
bit of fun. However, as your astrologer, I 
do suggest Aprfl, your birth month, as 
ideal for pleasure and a bit of free- 
vdieeling. In April, Mercury will be fully 
installed in your sigp, thus giving you pep 
and go, verve and vivadty. That’s the time 
to shoot cupid arrows, travel, toiu-, switch 
jobs, attend to both personal and profes¬ 
sional pursuits. 

No, I have not forgotten March. March 
is definitely for finance, buying and selling. 


Bejan DaruwjJIa on what 
the new year has in store 


tor vou 


ARIES: Men will be knights in shining 
armour. Women will not be queens but 
empresses. Yes, there will be chemistry 
and gallantry in plenty for you pioneering, 
impulsive Axiens. Birth of chil^en, ven¬ 
tures and adventures, high voltage 
creativity and absolute sportsmanship, 
swings of moods, tremendous inner drive 
and excellent performance at ail levels, are 
the saUent features of 1991. 

Though red is usually associated with 
you foDts, Ganesha. my Master, suggests 
a touch of gold and aquamarine this year, 
as Jupiter (gold) and Saturn (aquamarine), 
are both superbly placed in your solar- 
scope. Please, however, try your best to 
use black sparingly in 1991. 

January opens in a fluny of activity, as 
Mars, the energiser, triggers your work 
frontier, and therefore, you may expect a 
few changes. In the last 2(^2 years or so, a 
power struggle and some animosity were 
fated. January will be the continuation and 
the carry-over of it. You will have to give 
your best sliot, as work pressures will be 
enormous. Health of parents and in-laws, 
could cause problems. The opening month 
will also be important for money, promo¬ 
tion, a new job or a different line of work, 
renovation and decoration, house moving 
and perhaps, travel. January, in short, 
virtually storms you into action and enter¬ 
prise. 

Saturn ingresses your 11th angle of 
friendships, alliances, relationships, chil¬ 


fund and capital raising, a lavish dinner or 
two, renovation and publication, smart 
clothes and real elegance. March has much 
to do with money! 

May-June usually have a strong interlink 
for ^^ns, because fashions and style, 
foiandal deals and negotiations, started in 
May, will have an echo and an answer in 
June, a lucky and ii^rtant month for you. 
Use June very particularly for contacts and 
communication, transport and publicity, as 
the foil moon in Gemini will help you to be 
dynamic and attractive. Keep your eyes 

B ' d for the mail and also the males/ 
es as the case may be. Got it, dear 
readers? June is for news and messages. 

While July highlights home, house, 
property, the inner circle of fiiends and 
sweethearts, it is in August, that you will 
re^y find yourself and your true bearing. 
Marriage, engagement, collaborations, top 
drawer creativity, children and brain chil¬ 
dren, hobbies and pleasures, in a woid, all 
that is nice and full of superb spice, fall in 
your lap, then. If there is a surplus or a 
surfeit, remember, I am waiting to snatch 
it! 

September finds you working at foil 
steam, and therefore, health is a bit 
suspect, specially as you Aliens go to 
extremes; Also, on S^tember 13, Jupi¬ 
ter, hy Western astrology, changes signs, 
^timujates your house of wurik and re- 
wbHs. It is obvious that work will be 


worship and the awards as well as recogn 
tion—and we all need it—will be,satisfa( 
tory. Work widi a will. What you plt% i 
now will bear fruit till October 10, 1992.! 
is also the right time to ask for favoun 
promotion, perks, or do a job-hop. 

October through December firmly cor 
solidates the new woric direction. In Octc 
ber, alliances and wedlock is a distinc 
probability. 

November spotlights joint-finance, part 
nership ventures, sex, buymg/selling an 
negotiating, loans and funds. Improve 
ments in ^ home are destined. Costs an 
expenses will soar the hijdi heavens, but 
suppose, you can’t have everything, 
must point out that there is a slight dange 
of ill-health, accidents and operations i 
the last three months of the year. 

December marks a culmination point i 
terms of children, journey, publicity, cere 
mony and functions, spec^ly as. Mars 
your main planet, enters your lucky 9t 
angle on November 30. In Mars be bold 
different and original. Artists, politicians 
scientists, importers and exporters, show 
men and women, engineers and interio 
decorators, come into their own. You wi 
reap a harvest in December. 


TAURUS: 1991 has two dynamic trend 
and strands, which, merge, as well as 
oppose, each other. They are: a) housi 
and home, b) the outside world. It is thii 
apparent paradox, which gives 1991 i 
msiinil flavour and aroma. Let me elud 
date. 

Jupiter, the planet of expansion in you 
4th slot, defirately suggests renovation 
decoration, refurbishing, and ui quite a fev 
instances, a house move Till ^ptembe 
11, 1^1, Jupiter will continue to beautif] 
your home, and manv Taureans will bi 
makii^ changes and additions which lent 
comfort and utility. Yes, you folks di 
spedlise in fusing beauty and utility. 

Saturn, the ring-master of the circus o 
life, cracks the whip on you, and makei 
you work your guts and gore out Good fo 
you! Good for you, because you have thi 
strength, stamina, skills to teaUi the top 
vi^ther an editor, a painter, a chemist, i 
manager, a stenographer, a laundry spe 
c^ist, a pubfisher, an actor, or a house 
wife. Taureans make superb housewives i 
they set their hearts on it Personally, 
salute the housewife, because her worl 
never, but never stops. 

As a rule, the lucky color of Taureati 








4re shades of blue. This year too Uue is 
Strongiy advocated for thm. Ydlow and 
imistaKi can also be worn to great advan¬ 
tage. I would persondly suggest heavy 
aulke-up for women in 1991. That goes for 
jewelsi eye-shadow, hand bags and ali 
accessories. 

January is a Bvewire month for you, as 
^ontnntiacation and coiTeq>ondence, jour- 
ceremony, puUi^y and travel, 
wiQ have top pnodty. Till January 21, 
Mars mD be in your sign, Western astrolo¬ 
gy, enabling TOu to spearhead a movement 
and be forcemi. Dress in your best now as 
you will make a lastiiw impact. 

Prom February won pressures start- 
buU^ but that dso means you wiU 
a^ve, as effort is an important ingre- 
(Sent fw success—and these wiU ccmtinue 
ifo to May 21, 1993. 1 see a chop wid 
cnange in your work area, no doubt about 
that. You wiU be clamberi^ the social and 
the power I’ungs, and it will usher in 
jalousies, rividries and a lot of mud 
slinging. get set for the fray, ready for 
the battle. 

March has a special message for you: 
group activity and socialising. Try not to 
play the lone ranger now. The moon's 
queers on die 8th and the 23rd will 
stimulate your oiterest in people, love, 
clothes, jewels, children, ivge corpora¬ 
tions and organisations. You should go all 
out to slay everybody by your indubitible 
charm and magnetism. 

In a manner of speaking, April and May, 
will be a continuation of March. However, 
y^rii will be eiqiensive as everybody will 
be making incessant demands, your health 
may not be excellent, and you could find 
yourself forced to look after hiends and 
relatives. May, your birth month has you 
bursting with ideas. Expect visits or let¬ 
ters or calls from relatives and friends. 
They wish you well. 

In June-July, you will be exhibiting your 
% 9 ndal jug^ery prowess and skill in 
manipuiations and permutatiims. Matters 
rehtiM to office, home, godowns, ware¬ 
house, jewellery, other valuables, per¬ 
fumes, will figure strongly in your life. 
Tlmse two months could also change your 
hfestyle. 

July shares the common factor of jour¬ 
ney and ceremony vrith August. August 
deadly focalises your home, children, 
^viibnment, artistic tendencies, research 
risi^ts, entertainment and amusement, 
ts sun, power, coiphcts Ju{Hter, good 
brtuite around the I8Ui. 

The trend of children, hobbies, home, 
pursuits wifi overiap into Septem- 
fina the chances are that, you wifi be 
^ehivseitated and ready for the kiU, be it 
)Mness. .love, sports, games, or juid 
ilrasure. It is in Septemb^, that, Juimer 
lhtngf$ signs by Western astroloijv. nuk- 
hf hsore 4wwsei, amionH^ aijq 


Cheers! I must p<mt out, that, from 
Septenfoer 13, 1991 to October 19. 1992, 
widowers, spinsters, confirmed bachekars 
and of course the fancy-free have a great 
chance to marry or have at least a strong 
relathmship. The taste of it wfil linger, 
forever! 

October to December find you m^tmg 
positive plans for the future. October 
envelops your work frcmtier completely. 
Even then, you wfii find tinie for fun and 
play. That’s wonderful. November stirs 
your passions and your imagination, 
stokes your feelings, and you wifi be 
ardent. A marriage is on the cards be¬ 
tween November 1991 to, say, May 1992. 
Personally, I would lu-efer January 1902, 
as the sun will form a lucky formation with 
Jupiter then. A transfer, a journey, a move 
is quite probable in December. December 
is a hsdf-nvay house for the next year, 
1992. 


GEMINI: You will loop the loop, beat the 
best at his/her own game, be a champ, and 
have the gloiy of a thousand suns! Gemini, 
the communication expert of the Zodiac, 
wifi shoot straight, negotiate, come to an’ 
understanding with himself/herself, help 
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out otbprs too. 1991 is your year of 
movement; physical, mental, spiritual, 
emotional. That's the key to it all In 1991 
you wifi be going places in more senses 
than one. You will be taking the quantum 
leap forward. Trust your intuition, be 
^able, socialise, be ready for thrills and 
spis and say a big yes to life and love! 

tile last 2Vij years you could have been 
in the money, in one way or the other, as 
buying/ selling/ trading/ shopping / mov¬ 
ing. must have been an important feature. 
Matters related to legacy, joint-finance 
must have played a useful part in your fife. 
Housing and accommodation too must 
have hsd their important say. 

J991 favours, very particulvly, joum^- 
ists, copywriters, artists; musicians, play¬ 
wrights, actors, actresses, and those bi 
showbiz and research. Of far great import-. 
ance is the prediction that this :^ar marks 
an evolutiwiary change, a certain maturity 
and understanding, in your values 
goals, and makes you aspue fsk^ 'lne. 
h^st and the very best. }n ptiuitf 


it is a year tA strong, powetfril motivation. 
As we afi know a R^vatkm is tiie mother 
of success. 

January is for com(de.ting pending fman- 
deids and negod^ions. A journey is 
possible. Ypa wu be commuting a kd.,, 
sh^^ and shuttling about. Health, is 
hmiiever,’ suspect, and you are advised to 
have a medip^ chedt-igi if you feel unwell, 
^tter to he sale than sorry, ss the saying 


ft Ht m Febnwy thaf you really come 
intip your own as Saturn enters your angle 
of good liuk, knowledge, wtsdum, studies, 
rjpsearidi, fimovation, tpotivapon. journey, 
ceremony, pohicity on fehrmur 7. 

By March you will he springing ahead, 
going into the lane, be it sports, 
stutues, business, ioi), profession. You will 
puU away from others in the rar% of life, 
hhu's, tiw war lord, wii he in your sign in 
Fehruary-Mardb giving a rocket thrust to 
your pursuits and plans. Seize the initia¬ 
tive, 1 ^ your {dib ttmpe and deftness 
ably, and .vin the game. The range; from 
teiecoiiiununications and research to being' 
a spiritual guru, and that's sayuig a ;o^eat 
deal in wy language. 

April is not me cruellest month of the 
year as it was hr T.S. Eliot, but one of the 
best ever for you. A happy abundance of 
love and laughter, luck and money, 
friendship and partying, m>d clothes, 
good living, await you. In April-May, 
Venus, the charmer pits m your sign, 
Western astrology, Bvmg you wt, grace, 
charm, the three lethal weaprms, which 
lead to triungih and hai^ess. Game, set, 
match. Genunis! Aprs is for ties and 
attadmepts and imuriage or an engage¬ 
ment 

thou^ Venus remaiiui in your sign the 
first days of May, it will be an 
expentive and extravagmt month. You 
COW Wc» be in an intrpsp^nive mood. 
Jtiurney jhma wp have tq,oe finalised. As 
fhe jsiip Sfusrwt you could 

tow from .wie;fo tmfo. But don't 

■The auMith of June be a aWifol ally 
and cogmamon to Vfm- R won’t let you 
down. Tlianks to the .trio of Mars-Venus- 
jupiter, your efforts will be richly re¬ 
warded, your popularity will soar, so will 
your l^ink-batoice, friends wp look up to 
you, the fomfiy wifi be pieased. 

July is essentially for family, finance and 
a possibto journey or trip. The good work 
you (Id in June wp be carried over into 
A fan^ reupon is on the cards in 
July-Aumst Home, could well be the 
centytpeee of attention and attraction. 
June to Ai^st woidd he about the right 
time m 1^(01 a nrotoct, start a venture, 
begin a side- 

cmpteN lbr fob dr wont overtime. 






■~]ri RIES 

/s March gl-Aprfl 10 

* • Tho»« connectod 

_ wlththomodtadow- 

coptionaRy wet). Pay haad to 
naws ana views, messages and 
oalls. It Is time tor a joumey, love 
and ceremonies. You will haw a 
generous slice of romance. 
Negotiations, contracts and 
assignments make you happy. 
You will be fit as a fiddle. 
Changes at home are probable 
around the 9th. 

'Till AURUS 

■ Apr)l ai-Mty 30 

* You wm be driven for* 

_ ward and your work 

wHI be done. Children and ro¬ 
mance make you happy. Money 
and deals keep you tuny. Ro¬ 
mance win be in bits and parts, 
Involving light • flirtations. An 
undercurrent ol pressure and 
tension could tell on your heMth. 
Relax, mecRiate end listen to 
musto. A trip and a home away 
from home are likely. 

l| EMINI 

■ May llslurw 20 

^ The accent is on fl- 

- nance, family, funds, 

entartainrnant, hosting a party 
and having a get-together. Pi- 
nanee and romance now make a 
perfect team. Oeals, documents 
and transactions are the key to 
the week. Await letters, caRs and 
Crmtacts on the 9to and the 10th. 
if you do get ttred It will be 
best to relax completely tor a day 
or so. A jou.-ney, shift and trans¬ 
fer are dlstinot possibilities. 

ANCER 

June 21-July 20 

' You wHI be Impatierit, 
-J daring and enterpris¬ 
ing and therefore can expect 
rapid developmenls in your per¬ 
sonal and professional life, this 
is the right time for romance. As 
regards finance, new develop¬ 
ments are certain. Journey, trips 
and lies form an Important trio 
Rv' Cancereans. There will 1>e 
minor problmts regarding your 
health, caused by arguments 
and hassles. Plenty of cornmut- 
hg and an addition to the family 
ire foretold. 

—T-1 EO 

July 21-AU8UM 2t 

• A Job-hop and a tatter 

_ pay packet, promo- 

:lon and a journey are foreseen, 
fha accent realty is on finance, 
four work will force you to travel 
which could also mean a return 
0 the roots. HeaRth will require a 
Nile attention. Renovation, da- 
xxatlon, buying and selling are 
SMKI.' 



Vf| 

M’ Aug 22—Sept 22 

• Entertainment, plea- 

1- . . sure and profit, 

socialising, children, creativity, 
luxuries and comforts, success 
In communicattona and trips are 
the main bends of die week. In 
romance your heart will be a 
hunter and Imagination will do 
the rest. Avenues and opsnings 
for enterprise, industry, trade 
and commerce should give you 
confidence. Your heatfo wilt re¬ 
main fine so get all set tor action. 
Home and tamiiy keep you occu- 


.Sir. 


BIRTHDAYS 


. J 
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pled. There might be expansions 
in business. 

n IBRA 

j Sapt 23-Ocl 22 

• There will be press- 

-ure of work, both on 

the home and the business front. 
Do not be impatient, welt and 
everything shall turn out fine, in 
finance you will go all out to 
make a fast buck. Regarding 
health, a little care is definitely 
needed. Work might demand a 
trip, a call or a visit. In the next 
three months, there may be a 
shift to a new house. 
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S CORPIO 

paas-Noyaa. , 

The main trends , em 

_J journey, ceremony 

completion of a prolM and re 
sounding succett In averythbiB 
in romance, the geme of toveei 
be played to pertaoHon. Thiifi 
will be a better oareer greph from 
1991. You will be .pn .fo benei 
things. An improvement In hmifkii 
leads to more energy end oonSsH 
quant achievements. Travel If 
destined, also expect vtsitors fo 
drop In. 

- AGtTTARIUS 

Nov aS-Doe 20 

Finances, loans 

_funds, now maOwds 

of using transpwt and 
communications, shifts and 
transfars, and parhaps a trip wRh 
• stop-over are the main trande. 
In romanca«toara will ba a bland 
of passion and Imagination. A 
few pitfalls end perhepa e 
surgery ora Indlcstsd with regard 
to your health. 

( .—^ APRtCORN 

Ote St-Jsn tS 

^ Contaots, eoltabora- 

_ tions. a law quarmla 

and haselas, traval and a 
reaching out to paopta and 
places, wedding or an offielel 
engagemem form the complex 
astro menu for Caprioornlans. 
Tims to eat tha ball roWng In 
fInanoUU matlars. Romanoa wIN 
bring graot thrws but not smooth 
times. Thera will ba an Improve- 
mant in health shortly. 

QUARtUB 

JtnaCFWrlS 
You wW taoa keen 
—J competition In your 
ob and profession end here ymi 
lad better put In yqur beat. 
Mercury helps you to oloae deals 
and switch jobs but the going wtf 
not be eaey. There wHi bd 
enough to keep you aaiefled in 
meftera of the heart. RegoidMg 
your health, paikxfic oheek-dpa 
arid rest are eeaat«|f. Tftaret la 
Nksly in Jeittiery. Your home 
tiMw requbd a poet of paint prd 
tow renovoyOn. See tttat vwtf 
aMes are not mlaptaced. 

2Q. . , 

YouwittfwwiTdta’fll 

. - of romanod. Maw bd^ 

gkininga, axpanatonand hifopf- 


. paw anwpitaaa kMP 
'yowrBaafofof|.giiiM 
,Travii^dh'lhedifKis 
•hd Tiopii '.wM.'Ia 








2-3floz 


Metric Ingredients 


1 kg okra (bhindli, tender 


groundnut oil (I), 
to deep fry okra 


15 g split chick pea lentils 


20 curry leaves 


50-75 ml groundnut oil (11) 


alnge*fry .maaala 


1 tbsp 


i-|cup 


1 tsp 

3.75 0 

mustard seed 


1 tsp 

2g 

coriander powder 

1 tsp 

1 tsp 

3.5 g 

turmeric powder 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

6g 

chHIi powder 1 

tbsp 

J-tsP 

1.5g 

cumin seed, whole 

itsp 



follow-up masala 


onions, finely chopped 


g ginger, finely chopped 


durlng-eooklng maaala 



1 1.25g 

• emdwor 


> 5g 

salt, to tastp > 

1 tsp 

3 

green chillies, ciii 

3 


intwlf wd de saedact. 

■i 


flnlaliing maaala 


'gai^i^^ ’matait'; 


M y children have Keralite spouses. 

This dish has been asked to be 
repeated several times since it was first 
prepared by my daughter. Okra is now a 
popular vegetable the world over. 

Serves 3 

Cooking Tone: 20-25 minutes 


I Mrthod 


Wash and dry okra. Cut into 2-3 pieces- 
each. Take enou^ oil to be able to d^p 
firy the okra, and deep firy till brownish. 
Drain on kitchen paper. 

In the same oil deep fry curry leaves till 
crisp for about one minute. Remove 
with a slotted spoon and drain on kitchra 
paper. In the same oil deep fry the split 
chick pea dal for about % seconds. 
Remove with a slotted spoon and keep 


Take another saucepan and bring 50 g of 
oil to smoki^. Add the singety masala 
with turmeric conung last. When it stops 
sizzling, immediately add the ibilow-up 
masala and stir fry till the onions soften. 
Add deep fried dura, curry leaves and 
split cluck pea. Stir fry for a few minutes 
arid add the diumg-cookmg masala and 
continue stir frying for 2 minutes. Add 
the Snishing masala and reduce heat, 
stimmer for 4-5 minutes stirrii^ gently. 
The curry should be semi-viscous. 
Transfer to a serving dish. Mix ingre¬ 
dients of the garnish masala and sprinkle 
(»i tqi. 

This curry is eaten with rice or puri. 

FVom Curry Curry Curry by Ranjit 
Rai; published by Penguin India; 
1990; RsSS 
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DESIGN HAS A HIGHLY DEVELOPED 
- WSfMCT FOR SURVIVAL? 


YOU'YE GOT IT. 


he R'90 undergoes 511 
quality inspections. A bit 
much, you’d think. 

But when you find 
yourself on roads lashed by 
rains or laced with melting ice, you’ll 
probably respond the way our international 
experts did. 

For one, you’ll praise the R'90’s tread 
for pumping out water so fast that, even in 
monsoons, the grip area is almost always 
dry. 

Next you'll marvel at the R'90’s precise 
response to acceleration, steering and 
braking. 




During the height of summer, you’ll be conditions, you’ll willingly acknowledge 
glad that we built a heat'and'Cut resistant what lakhs of car-ownets have always 
compound into the ttead. And that the believed about the R'90. 
body plies are constructed with nylon «[('5 ^ miracle!" 

polymer with exceptional temperature 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 


So one thing’s for sure. 
When you next confront the 
madness that is India’s driving 


RaOE XECUnVE 

ANURMUOFDESIGN. 





C limbinx 5,554m. hixh Kalapathar in 
Khumbu (Mount Everest) region in 
Nepal and doing yoga on top of it 
(literally) at sub-zero temperature was no 
uphill task for Chittaranjan Samanta, a 5' 
7" yo^ enthusiast. At such a high altitude, 
where an ordinary mortal would have been 
left gasping for breath and chMIed to the 
bone due to the high velocity winds, this 
29-year-old did the impossible, performing 
physically demanding exercises with de¬ 



xterity and finesse very few are capable 
of. Of the 162 postures that he managed to 
do, 122 were completed in a little over five 
hours starting at 8.20 am on October 16. 
It was the f^ilment of a long cherished 
dream. 

In all likelihood Samanta is the only per¬ 
son in the world to have undertaken any 
such feat with success. This may well earn 
him a mention in the prestigious Guinness 
Book of World Records, as was evident 
from the letter sent to him by the corres- 

K ' ;nce editor of the book. In reply to 
nta's asking about his prospect of 
creating a record, Martin Day, corres¬ 
pondence editor, Guinness Publishing Li¬ 
mited, said, “This is a most interesting 
story and the first of its type that we have 
received." But the company regretted that 


At an altitude of 5,554 


metres, anyone would be 


RfantiK 


own his 


spine. But it takes a 


ttaranjan Samanta to 


v\«it BiiiBSi5rnr> 



Guinness. He talked 


about his feat to 


iHatwatt 


BHATTACHARYAona 


more reasonable level 


Samanta’s achievement could not be consi¬ 
dered a record since it would be the first of 
its kind amd “records in our sense essen¬ 
tially have to be both measurable and com¬ 
parable, that is, tallest, fastest, heaviest 
and tend to have arisen as a result of a 
great deal of (preferably international) 
competition." 

But the attempts undertaken at the 
“sole iM of claimant” could earn him a 
nrention in the books sport-endurance- 
events pages, the tetter added. Samanta, 
who began preparing for the hi{di altitude 
yoga early fliis year, which he calls ‘Alti- 
Yoga’, left for Kathmandu on October 26 
wim two friends, A bus ride brought them 
to Jiri. The trekking to Kalapathar, closer 
to Mt Everest base camp, began on a 
Ihemorabte note. “I was practising yoga m 
the afternoon at Jiri when suddenly some 
local boys started aping me. Local villagers 














soon began to gather with their womenfolk 
to watch. Soon a betting on my perform¬ 
ance began, which resulted in a fight 
among the villagers,” said Samanta. 

From Jiri to Bunder to Sete, Junbasi, 
Manidingma, Bubsa, Puiyan, Surke, Jorsa- 
la, Namchebazar, Theingboche, Phieiiche, 
Lobuche ai^ fin^ Goi^sep. It was a 
long 14-day trek cm vrinding mountain 
path, crisscrossed by rivers. Dwp forests 
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detennination kept him goinK- The IHth 
morning saw him climb Kalapathar and 
carry out his programme. “In sub-zero 
temperature I.clad in a yellow track suit, 
did altogether 122 yoga postures one after 
another from 8.20 am. The foreign clim¬ 
bers and sherpas kniked on astounded.” 
He did some of the yofpisunas bare- bodied 
as “I was not feeling cold and thought it 
might be a ginxi idea.” 

Samanta, a sales olficer ol an air- 
conditioner company, says, “I had an urge 
within to prove that yoga could, among 
many other things, help one withstand 
bei^t and cold, thus making it popular 
among hill people and climbers. And an 
inexplicable desire from my childhood to 
do something impossible, hitherto untried 
and unheard of,niight have prompted me to 
undertake the expedition.” 

Bom to a farmer family in Burdwan, 
Chittaranjan, seventh of 12 children, is not 
new to yoga. Inspired by Iron Man Nilmani 
lias’s b()ok on yoga at the age ol It), he 
won the Burdwan district yoga cham¬ 
pionship for four consecutive years from 
1982, stood third in the Bengal yoga com 
petition in 1983 and won the intcr-college 
and university championships in I98,S. And 
many more. 

This year he also represented the Youth 
Hostel Association of India, Howrah 




and snow-capped Himalayan peaks bor¬ 
dered the way. “Foreign tourists and clim 
bers wdio traverse the route frequently 
saw me performing yoga and asked me 
whether I was a sanyasi meditating in the 
Himala yas. When 1 replied in the negative 
they wondered how a person could do 
such exercises after a long, tiring trek 
throu^out the day and yet look so fresh. 
They asked me to teach them which I did, 


for a handsome pay.” 

taying at Gorakhsep lover 17,()00ft) 
was difficult in a broken-down hut. 
Says Samanta, ‘The five days that we 
spent at Gorakhsep were really tough, We 
had only one polythene sheet to cover our 
heads as the hut had no roof. Incessant 
snowfall coupled with heavy gale tore the 
sheet and I was doubtful whether 1 would 
be able to finish my programme." But 


branch, in Yuva Milap,’ at the Gandhi 
Darsan Maidan, New Delhi. Samanta says 
tliat while trekking along several routes in 
the Himalayas -including Koopkund 
(16.500ft) and Sandakphu, he perfonned 
yoga all the way to make his expenses 
meet. 

About his future plans Samanta refuses, 
to say anything except: “I will do some¬ 
thing more dangerous.” ■ 
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All inlormation given 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press. 


7DAYS 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Baaghi; Paradise (Bentinck nu 

Slreel; 2H5442), Mitra (Bidhan m, 

Sarani; 551133), Priya (Rashbehan aj 

Avenue; 464440 )—\ shows. Sh 

Salman Khan and debutante • 
Nagma arc the lead pair. The film in)i 
is directed by Decpak Shivdasani 
and the music is by Anand Milind. 

• Babaar Aane Tak: New Cine- g,. 

ma (Lenin Sarani; 370147), Khan- py 

na (Acharya Prafulla Chandra. 

Road; 5529.32), Kupali (Ashutosh _• ^ 
Mookerjee Road; 474403) -4 
shows. 

A musical romance, starring 
Rupa Canguly, Sumeet Saigai, 1^*^ 

Navin Nischal, Tang Shah and 
Moon Moon Sen The film is Spi 
directed by Tang Shah and the 
musM. is by Rajesh Roshan. . ‘ 

a Dll: Mini Oem (Acharya Jagad- ™] 
ish Chandra Bose Road; 249«2«)— t"- 

3 shows. 

One of the recent big hits, star- • 

ring Aamir Khan and Madhun I)ix- 
it. The film is directed by Indra 
Kumar and the music is by Anand JPI 

Milmd. '“1 

• Ekdin Achanak: Nandan (1 * 

AJC Bose Road)—3, H. )“ 

A Mrinal Sen film, starring "" 

Shrceram [.agoo, Shabana Azmi, •'“i 

Apama Sen, Rupa Ganguly and s™ 

Anil Cliattcriee. * 

a Nache Nagln Gall Gall: 

Salman Khan and Nagma in Baaghi 


Roxy (Chowringhee Place; 
284138)—4 shows. 

Uirected by Mohanji Prasad and 
with music by Kalyanji Anandji, the 
.main attractions of this film are 
Meenakshi Seshadn, Nitish Bhar- 
adwaj, Sadashiv Ainrapurkar and 
Shreeram Lagoo. 

• Pratlbandh: Metro (Chowr- 
inghec Road; 280141)—noon. 

A film by Ravi Raja, starring 
Chiranjeevi, Juhi Chawla and Rami 
Reddy. The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal. 

• Shiva: Orient (Bentmck Street; 
281917)—11.45. 2.4,5. 5.45. 8.4.5, 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street; 
254956), Basusree (S.P. Mukher- 
jee Road; 484808), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhaduri Street; 
552270), Jagat (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandid Road; 365108)^ shows. 

A film by Rarogopal Varma, star¬ 
ring Naganuna as Shiva, tithers 
cu-stamng are Amala, Raghuvar- 
an, Paresh Rawal and Girija Shank¬ 
ar, with Rohini ilattangady, Goga 
Kapor, Dilip Dhawan, Bina Baneiji 
and Chandrasekhar in special 
appearances. The music is by 
Ilaiyaraaja. 

• Thanedaar: Elite (S.N. Baner- 
jce Road; 241383), Ujjala (Russa 
Road; 478666), Pumasree (Raja 
Raj Kissecn Street; 554033)--4- 
shows. 

Directed by Raj Sippy, the film 
stars Jeetendra, Jaya Prada, Sun- 



Sanghamitra Baner jee and Satabdi Roy In Abhimaayu 


jay Dutt and Madhuri Dixit The 
music is by Bappi Lahin. 


Bengali Films 


• Aashrita: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553413), Aruna (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bharati 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 474686) - 
1. 4, 7. 

The story of a woman's struggle 
against social injustice, this Chan¬ 



dra Barot film stars Mithu 
Mukhcrjee, Manjula Das and Kan- 
waljeet. The music is by Hri- 
daynath Mangeshkar. 

• Abhimanyu: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 558080), Puma (S.P. 
Mukherjee; 474567)—3 shows; 
Prachi (AJC Bose Road; 271282)- 
2. 5, 8. 

The maiden directorial venture 
of Biplab Chatteijee who also stars 
along with Soumitra Chatterjee, 
Satabdi Roy. Deepankar De. Rabi 
Chose, Prabhat Roy, Sanghamitra 
Banerjee, Dilip Roy, Bii^ Dev 
and Sunil Mukherjee. The music is 
by Mrinal Banerjee. 

• Jowar Bhata: Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552200)—3 shows; Indira 
(Indra Roy Road; 471757)—mat. 
& even. 

Directed by Dulal Bhowmick, 
the cast includes Chiranjeet, 
Satabdi Roy, Subhendu Chatter¬ 
jee, Rabi Chose, Sumanta 
Mukherjee, Meenakshi Goswami, 
Master Bitu and Soumitra Chatter¬ 
jee. The music is by Aioy Das. 

• Larai (A): Radlia (Bidhan Sara- 
ni; .5.53045), Kuid (Ganesh Chan¬ 
dra Avenue; 274259), Kaiika 
(Sadananda Road; 478141)—3 
shows. 

Prasenjit, Ritu, Samrat, Indrani, 
Soumitra Chatteijee, Utpal Dutt 
and Manjula comprise the cast. 
The film is directed by Rana 
Mukherjee and the music is by 
R.D. Bunnan. 

a Mahaajan: Minai (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoli (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
352740)—2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

An Anjan Choudhury film, star¬ 
ring Utpal Dutt. Ranjit Muthek, 
Sandhya Roy. Kali B^erjee, joy 
Banerjee, Chumki Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul. The music by Swapan 
Chakraborty. 





Cttnwnr: 11 am 
Bhanti]« Bhaila Puishad pre¬ 
sents Gopi Krishna Kanoris 
Menoris] Lectors by emunent 
s^cte Dr Anand Kriahna. Topic: 
Aesthetics of Indian Art 
At Bharatiya Bhaaha Pariahad 
'j(36A Shakespeare Saiani). 
it Jnniury oawuds: 12 iioob-7 
pn 

The SSth Annual All India Fine 
Arts Eidubition in the West, Cen- 
M North. New South, South and 
New gaiieties, tl January U. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Rosd: 284302). 

6 Jnsiury onwards: 6 pm 
Udayam and Calcutta San- 

« um celebrate Thyagabrahma 
tsavam with claasical music prog¬ 


I music prog¬ 


rammes by young talenta, MJantt- 
ary 13. 

At Sankara HaD (93 Southern 
Avenue). 

dianaary: lOamltCpai 

The concluding dsy of Kerala 
Kalamandalam's diainond jubilee 
celebrstiona features lecture- 
demonstration on Mohini Attam, 
Kudiattam and XathakaU at 10 am: 
and Kathakaii, Mohini Attam and 
Nangiar Koothu ledtals in the 
evei^. 

At Kala Mandir (B) (morning; 
and at Vidya Mandir (evening). 

7 January: 8.48 ^ 

Aaathaee’s culuini programme 
featurea songs by Haiimti Sukla, 
recitation and thruti lutak by j 
Amatendu Bhattacharyya, Papiys I 


tM Sreeia Mivumder, 
songs by Utpaiendu 


At Rabndra Sedan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

BJatwarridpsi 

AkUnes Cumital Orgniaation's 
seventh annual aocU natures a 
drama, Choreder mja Hoto, a 
Kathak recitai by Sushmita Baner- 
jee and songs by Subir Sen. 

At Univemy Institute Hall (Col¬ 
lege Square). 

12 JtBunry; 8.4800 

To mark Swam! Vivdtananda's 
126th birth anniversary, the 
Ramakrishna Mission bstkute of 
Cidture presents a claasicai mude 
festiv^ divided into three ses¬ 
sions. The first session at 8.45 am 
features an inaugural address. 


‘Swami Vivekananda and Indian 
ChusKai Muok:', by Swami Lokes- 
warananda, to be followed by Ajoy 
Chakraborty (voceD with Suuoy 
Mukheijee (tabla), Ubia duet by 
AUa Rakha and Zaldr Hussain with 
Ramesh Mishra (na^una), and 
Mallikanun Mansur (vorai) with 
Balakrishna Iyer; the secotid ses¬ 
sion at 2.45 pm includes Hari Pra¬ 
sad Chaurasia (flute) with Sabir 
Khan (tabla), and Binu Maharaj 
(Kathak) with Zakir Hussain (tab- 
h); and the tlurd session at 6.30 
m includes C. R. Vyas (vocal) with 
Samar Shiv Kumar Shatma 
(santoor) with Zakir Hussain, and 
Bhimsen Joshi (vocal) with A.G. 
Bandopadhyay and Purushottam 
Watawalkar. 

At Vivekananda Hall (Goal 
Paric). 


)M.H 




Calmitta-Bombay-Lenden-New 
Vorti: Dep. ( 2 ); Ai -101 at 0230 . 
fembey-Celeutte'Pengfcok* 
Tokyo: Arr. »): M -306 ad 1916 ; 
Oop: (6): Albeit 2080 . 
TofcyO’Bonokok'Coleuttfl* 
•oMoy; Arr. n): AI -309 sd 1910 ; 
Oop.(e): Ai-mat 2028 . 
London-OottO-Cmotitta: Arr. ( 7 ): 
Al-ia 2/1328 at 1230 . 
*lllooooiir-8har|alHCM«tiiti: Arr. 
( 4 ); 8 U-S 37 ad 1828 . 

* Colouno-fhorlah-Mooeow: 
Dip.( 4 ); 8 g-S 36 ld 1626 . 

* Moeeow-Toohkonl-Koroehl- 
ColoiiNHtanoli Arr. ( 2 ): 8 U-S 41 
at 0796 ; Dep. ( 2 ): 8 U-B 41 at 0005 . 

* Hanol-Caleutta-Karaehl- 
TaahkanMioaeew: Arr. (2). SU- 
542 at 1785 ; D^. ( 2 ); SU-S 42 at 
1906 . 

Caloutta-Amman; Dep. ( 5 ); fU- 
196 at 0630 . 

Amman-Caleutla: Arr. (4); aM 84 
at 0800 . 

Caleutta-tinoapora: Dap, (2): 
80^16 at 1130 and Dap. ( 4 ): SQ- 
480 m 1310 . 

•kMipore-Calautla: Arr. ( 2 ). SQ- 
41671025 and Arr. ( 4 ): SIM 20 at 
1210 .. 

CafeHtta-Banok o k; Dep. ( 2 , 4 , 7 ); 
IC -731 at OOCKhOap. ( 1 , 3 ,6): T< 3 ' 
314 at 1369 . 


iangkOk-Caiomta; Arr. ( 2 , 4 , 7 ): 
IC-m at 1500 : Arr. ( 1 , 3 .6): TO- 
313 ad 1840 . 

Calotilia 4 (iMiiiiandu: Dap. (8, 4 , 
8 , 7 ): 10747 at 1600 ; Dep. (i 8): 
F ^14 at 1530 . 

KalhiwanskMCalou n a: Arr, ( 2 , 4,5 
7 ); IC -748 at 1930 ; Arr. ( 1 , 5 ): BA- 
213 at 1430 . 

eotoMlIodRwiia: Dep. (l, 3,^10 
723 at 1340 , Dap. [(R; at 
1840 , Dap. (dally): 804)92 at 1160 
and BQ^ at 2020 . Dm). ( 1 , 4 , 7 ): 



jP 



iT 



Caleutta-Delhl: Dap. (dally) lO 

263 at 0800 end IC^ at 1730 ; 
Arr. (dally); IC^I at 1240 and lO 

264 at ^ 35 . 

Caleutta-Bombay: Dtp. (dally); 
10170 at 0850 a^ 102 ^ at 
Arr. (dally); IC -176 at 0750 and lO 
274 at 18 M. 

Calcutta 4 lMraa: Dtp. (dally); IC- 
288 at 1715 ; Arr. (d^) IC- 2 W at 
2205 . 

Caleutia-VIsagHMadiaa: Dep. ( 1 , 
2 , 4 ,8); IC -542 ad 1040 ; Arr. ( 1 . 2 , 
4 .6); 10541 at 0915 . 
eateutta-Baiwaiera; Dep. (daiiy); 
i 0271 «le^Arr. (deity); IC -272 
at 2150 . 

Caleutta-auwahatl; Dtp (1, 3 , S, 
6 ); IC -729 at 0530 , Dap. (dally); 
K >228 sd 1340 : Arr. (1, 3 , 8, 3 ; 
10730 at 1130 , Arr. (dally); IC-IOO 
at 1830 . 

Caleutta*Tagpur'Jerhal> 
Caleutia: Dap. ( 2 , 3 , 4 . 5 , 7 ); C- 


Printod Wn la tlip iwBular ImHan Airllnna aalm- 
duin. Thla la. ha wra v ar, asiblaat te ahanga, Paa» 
aa ng a f t ara a dwi aad ta kaam tfaafc af annaanaa- 
manfa aiada hv Indlaa AMInaa In tha araaa. Por 


manta mada hif Indlaa AMInaa In tha praaa. Por 
aaalatanaa, th^nMiv aantiwt 1 B 884 B, BBtSM. 
8 MBM, aBBdlV, BBSBdl/afBfdAI and 


588 >t 1365 . 
Chittegoiw-Caleutta: Arr. (6): tO 
226 it IBM; Arr. ( 2 .8); BQ-M 7 et 
1310 . 

Ceteutto-Pero: Dep. (2): KB -106 
a 0900 : Arr. ( 2 ); KOIM a 0800 . 


Caleutla-Bofflbey; Dep. (2). Al¬ 
lot a 0230 . 

Oahi-Caeutte; Arr (1): Ai -1328 at 
1230 . 


213 a 0806 ; Arr ( 2 , 3 , 4 , 8, 7 ): 
10213 a 1200 . 

Celeutta'QuwehatLDImapur: 
Dep. (1, 3 , 8, 7)-10218 a 0810; 
Arr. ( 1 , 3 , 8 , 7 ); 10280 a 1260 
CaeulUhBhuMHWeww: Dep. (1, 
2 , 4 , 7 ): 10269 a IBM; Arr. (1, 2, 
4 , 7): IC -270 a 1910 
Caleutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur- 
Hydanbed; C^. ( 3 , 5 , oi; IC^ 
a lOM; Arr. ( 3 , 5 , 5 ) 10270 at 
2040 . 

Celeutle-lmpha: Dtp (2 4, 7) 
IC -259 at 1330 ; Arr. (2. 4 , 7 ); IC- 
2 M a 1610 

Caleutte-BHeher-Imphai: Dap 

(dally). 10256 a 0740 ; Arr (daily). 
IC-ae at 1220 

Cacutte-DIbrugarh: Dep (dally) 
IC -201 a 1305 ; Arr (dally) IC -202 
a 1635 . 

Caleutia-Ranch l-Patna- 
Uwfcnow-Oahl: Dep. (daily); lO 
410 a 0905 ; Arr (dally) IC -409 a 
1545 . 


Dm. Cahwtta-Pwt Blair: Dap ( 2 , 4 ,« 

:dal^) IC -266 a IC-MS at 0546 : Arr (2, 4 ,6). 1 C)- 


286 a 1015 . 

Caieutla-Port BMr-Car NIeobar: 
Dap. ( 1 ): iC -287 a 0545 ; Arr. (1) 
IC- 2 N a 1235 . 


IC -245 a 1000 ; Arr (l, 2. 4 ) IC- 
242 a 1000 , Arr. ( 3 , 5 , 6 , 7 ): 10-242 
a 14 M, Arr. ( 1 , 2 , 3 . 4 , 5 ): 10244 
a 1600 , Air. ( 1 . 8 , 4 , 6 ). 10246 at 
1200. 

Camma-Bagdogrp: Dsn- (da%); 
IC^I aWiArr. (dflly); 10222 


a 1620. 

Caeutta-Hydarabad: Dap. (i, 2 , 
10278 a 8218 . „ . 


Caleutta-Agartala-imphal: 
Dap. (1, 3 , 6^ PP -727 a 0630 ; 
Arr. ( 1 , 3 , 6); PF -728 a 1120 . 
Calautta-Agartala-Sllehar: 
Dap. 0 ; PF- 729 A a OSM; Arr. 
0 : fV- 730 A a 10 M 
Caleutta-Bhilleng-Ouwahai- 
Caeutta: Dap. ( 1 , 3 , S, 7 ): PF- 
701 a 1140 ; Arr (1, 3 , 5 . 7 ): 
PP -702 a 1616 
ealelltta•Agaflala-Kamalpu^ 
Kailaihahar-Agartala- 
caeutta: Dep ( 2 .4, 6). PF -729 
a 06 M; Arr. ( 2 , 4 ,6): PF -730 a 
1040 

Caleutta-Bllehar-Shiiiang- 
Ouwahatl-Sllehar-Caleutta: 
Dap. ( 2 . 4 . 6). PF -701 at 11 M; 
Arr. ( 2 , 4 , 6). PF -702 a 1715 . 
Caeutta-Rourfcaa: Dap. ( 1 , 3 , 
6 ): PF -715 a 0600 : Arr ( 1 , 3 , 5 ): 
PF -716 a 0656 . 
Caleutta-Quwahati-Jerhat- 
UlabarMMbnigaih-Taiu: Dap. 
( 2 , 6): PF -709 at 0815 ; Air ( 2 . 
6 ): PF -710 a 1840 . 
Calautla-Ouwahai-Olmapur- 
Jerhal'Lllabarl-DIbrwgarh: 
Dap. ( 4 ): PF -709 a 0616 ; Arr. 
( 4 ): PF -710 a 17 M. 
Calautta-Quwahali-Dimapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-Olbrugarh- 
Taau; Dap. ( 7 ): PP -700 a 0600 ; 
Arr. 0 : PF -710 a 1706 . 
ealaMtta-Alacwi-tllahar- 
Quwahali: Dap. ( 1 . 3 , 6, 7 ): 


* No esRe noMsan OtleuSa-6lw)Bh.CsleuMi SM Osleune-Kariehl-Tashksm-Caieutta. 




















PF-705at0»lS:Arr. (1.3,5.7): Caieutta'AUawl’Agartala- Cateutta-ja mah a dp uf-ftanchl- 4,6);PF-7l7al0560;Arr. (2,4, 

l»F>706 at 1820. Calaiitta: Cap. (2.4, 9): PF-70S Mna: Dap. (l. 3.8): PF-725 at «): muB m 07^. 

Cateutla-Agartaia: Dap. (1,3. at 0910 and PF-729B at 1310; 0680; An. (1, 3, 8): PF-72e at Caleiitla-Caoah IMiar: Dap. 

6):PF-729Aat1130;An. (1,3, AiT,(2.4,6):PF-70e8l12SSand 1118. (2,4,6.7): PF-707 at 0600; Air. 

5); PF-730A at 1410. PF-730B at 1688. Calaiitia Jaiwaiiadpiir; Dap. (2, (2, 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0666. 
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LOW BRIDGEI Thar* la a proMam ahapirrg up at th* tow bridp* 
ahown. To oompiaia aeon*, Inaart lino* dot to dot. 


a CITY TOUR' Unscramble leners to find names of five 
U-.S. cities. 1. UP LAST 2. SAVE GALS. 3. SOAK PEN. 
4. BOIL ME 5. LEG SALES ON 

sotaSuv SOI s d{iqo^ f suB^ods C ho&oa sbi z IS i 




ili! 


1 2 3 4 5 


OlWlE 


POWER BREAK PUZZLER 

Let's see it you can deal with POW¬ 
ER, By design, power Is the first of 
live words required to complete this 
word square. Definitions are as fol¬ 
lows; 

t. Brut* lore* (already In- 
aartad). 

2. Popaya's gal. 

3. Thlia* surfaca with a cloth, 

4. A happantng. 

5. Takas a braathar. 

Remember, a word square Is 
made up of words that read the 
same both across and down 
Time limit- 2 min. 

s IU8A3 » **d!M t z 1 


• FARE ‘NUFFI "I'll take 
you acroas the atraam for 
25 ilotskis aach,” aaid tho 
boatman. Juat then, two 
more parsons arrived, and 
tha boatman out tha faro 
to all to 20 ziotakla oaeh. 

Navertholoat, ha mado 
10 mora zlotskis than ha 
would have pravioualy. 

How many farry passen¬ 
gers ware there In all? 

. ^ ■ I!*® 

vt KIS 'liB6uM«Bd m&B 


FUNSPOT 




BAGGY PLANTBt It'e teal time — lime to rake 'em, bag 'em, and drag 
'em away. Cotora: 1—Rad. 2—Lt. blue. 3—Vetlow. 4—LI. brown. 
5—Ploah tones. B->Lt. green. 7—Dk. brown. B—Orange. 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words- 

NEPOTISM 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are el taasl six diflar- 
encaa in drawing dataUs between top and bottom panota. How 
-quickly can you Hnd them? Check anawera with those below 

BuwMw *! dfit* uoung -9 luaiauip si W|4 '9 Buissiui S| scMsaoiB 
teSag y-paMXutiuuy 'G-Suiniuitijsquinf^-e jsnsuissiaausi -1 isssuswuia 


THEN scera 2 points aach for all 
words of four loHors or more 
found among the lettort. 

Try to score at leasl SO paints. 

tmi wow .ouiowMi ownoou 






































•r* Is a spsGial quit 
on 1S90: 

1. 'Qorbatchow' was 

launched in 1990. What is It? 

2. Which Calcuttan re¬ 
ceived the Padma 
Vibhushan In the Re¬ 
public Day'honours? 

3. King Baudoin of Belgium 
stepped down but was 
restored constitutionally 
within a few days. How 
did this happen? 

4. "Never Born/Never Died/ 
Only Visited this/Planet 
Earth Between/Oecem- 
ber 11, 1931-January 9, 
1990" is whose epitaph? 

B. In Canada who Is the 
lobster patrol? 

8. Who was dubbed the 
Beauty Queen from 
Hell? 

7. Famous mountaineer 


Reinhold Messner de¬ 
cided to name one of his 
pet yaks after which 
World Cup soccer star? 

9 . was the only Indian 
on the Cannes 1990 
jury? 

9. Which singer launched 
his own record label W 
or Velvet Voices? 

10. Which Indian restaurant 
has been voted among 
the 10 best in the world? 

11. According to Forbes 
magazine, the three 
world's highest paid 
sportsmen last year are 
boxers. Name them. 

12. HMT presented a solar 
dock to Calcutta on the 
city's tercentenary. 
Whera Is It? 

13. A new superfast train 
Shramjeevi Express 


was introdr^ed between 
\Miich two points? 

14. As part of the celebration 
of 40 years of the 
Peanuts comic strip 
which museum hosted 
an exhibition of cartoons 
and drawings? 

18. Which country post¬ 
poned its secondary 
school examination 
from June 21 to Juiy 12 
because of itaiia 90? 

18. Which Grey Man defe¬ 
ated which Tarzan? 

17. What was the main play 
at the Hudson Theatre, 
New York, in 19M? 

18. Who became the first In¬ 
dian Test cricketer to 
umpire a first class 
match? 

18. A two-year sunrey by the 
Washington-based 


Population Crisis Com¬ 
mits rated three cities 
as tieing for the highest 
living standard. One was 
Seattle-Tacoma. Name 
the other two. 

20. Name the poitttelan who 
described Indian news¬ 
papers as commodities 
that “are read every 
morning and sold as rad- 
di (waste) every after¬ 
noon". 

21. Identify these two perso¬ 
nalities who died during 
1990 from their own self- 
descriptions. 

(a) The World's Greatest 
Entertainer. 

(b) A Jesus freak. 

22. Who Is Dr Death? 

23. They made the head¬ 
lines. identify them; 
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A Festive Mood 
in the air. 

It’s the time for 
Rich Fruit Cakoa, 
FaatrlM and 
Various treats. 
Why not ituie the Best at 

*The Sugar A 
Spice?* 

1/2, Hariah Mukhatiaa Road 
Phono 28-3742 


Ex/xei/U^xic 

Cuisine 
P»t Excellence 

Li^-zeez 

RESTAURANT 

ai Chowrmghee Road.Okullfi 20 


HiOtATJ 


(feHQEfi) 


[HOTCL’i 


Presents 

DELICIOUS 


EQR CHRISTMAS & 

NEW YEAR SEASON 
atth«entranc«of 
GREAT EASTERN HOTEL 


Also available at 

Calcutta Showroom 29 Waterloo Street 
New Market Stoll No E132-34 






r MOULIN 
ROUGE 

31, PARK STREET 
CALCUTTA-ie 
Phon#' 89-84S0 

BEST CHINESE 
&TANDOORI 
FOOD IN TOWN 

Outside Catering 
a Speciality 



TO OUR ADVERTISERS 



_ sill t til l I 

SiiSl rrrnriirn?it 


1/432, Gariahat Rd (South) 
Cai-68, Near Jodhpur Park Bata 

ftmwi tar.. 

CKINS88 MVORIJU 
NOXTOZZfDlANAND 
CONTDfSNTAL D18H1» 

PMltM MIWMfmMlH* IlM t* DWe In 
MUCHr 


lUCHITAHALL 



We promise you 
a memorable 
experience for 

ludien and Contlnantai 
Food. 

Served with osre 

^Lytton Hotel 

14, Sudiler Strael, 
Caleiitli-700016. 
nKSB-IBTB-TB 


Ahllfm *ZOO*iMig TbrUl.., 

l&tgMJlfaiL 

BAR a RESTAURANT 
CALCUTTA 
ZOOGARDENS 
PH: 45-4797 

i 

The Family favourite Restaurant with real taste of Chinese, Tandoori & Indian Food. 











































































































































































Coy? Maneka Gandhi? The Bengal Chamber of Commerce invited 
the minister of state for environment to Calcutta, but if they were 
expec ting h er to hem and haw about vitiating the atm osp here, they 
mustliave Been greenhorns. "When it's Man%a, watclTbutT It s you 
who has to look for cover. Photograph by KALYAN CHAKRAVORTY 
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SIEMENS 



Fascinating 

Assets 


An important if largely unseen, 
component of ‘Siemens Quality' is 
its people. People whose skills and 
talents have been carefully 
polished so they can realise their 
multifaceted potential 

Training and development is an 
on - going commitment at Siemens. 
The sophisticated, advanced 
training centre at Andheri, Bombay 
challenges the cream of 
engineering talent to better their 



Investing in Ihe individual is a statemenl of 
pofpose that translates into a dav-to-day 
commitment 


own performance. Even more 
heartening are the results of 
intensive training programmes at 
Siemens factories where operators 
emerge with sharper skills, 
improved confidence and a clearer 
vision of their jobs 

Siemens sets the standard in a 
wide range of products, systems 
and projects. These include control 
and automation systems, railway 
signalling equipment, medical 
electronics, switchgear, 
switchboards, drives and motors, 
turnkey projects or new 
dimensions in 
leiecommunicalions 

A deep commitment to developing 
Its most important 'products - its 
people gives Siemens an 
edge ^ that shaip edge of quality 

Siemens Ltd, 

P O Box 6597, Bombay 400 018 

Siemens 

Where international technology 
meets human needs 






U% t£it t^4X A 4^U^>€t^ /Ji/jp^tt 4>h€M^ . 

Tb be optimistic is indeed a pc^itive attitude. Especially about the fiituie. Record sales. Higher 
profitability. Better working conditions... 

But while you look at all the things that sAiould go nght, it makes good business sense to 
consider what could go wrong. A riot that affects your office. A fire m the warehouse. A damaged 
consignment. An accident in the plant 

At United India, we’ve spent years understanding risk. And how it can be reduced, contrc^ed 
and covered. Because, we believe that the greatest business risk you could ever take is to igrkire 


the ones you already face 

Come, call on us at any of our 1120 offices. Ibgethei; let’s make risk mam^gement woric fo€ you. 


Risk management which denotes innovative 

% 

covets, personalised service, and apeedy 
settlement of claims. 

u 
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UNITED INDIA 

INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


(A tuMSiMry orOeMSM aaima^ 

24,^H)ifeslk»ii,jMtalias6Q0014^ 

mKmkjk^ms m 




POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 


Sb^t? 

There is notl^ peculiar in 
the sudden comeback of 
Om Prakash Chautala 
(‘Loser Takes AD’, Novem¬ 
ber 18). Such thj^ hap¬ 
pen in Indian pdkics. 

Look at how V.P. Sing^ 
become the leader of the 
Opposition in just two 
ye^. Then, see how he 
exploited everyone to be¬ 
come Prime Minister. 

Please don't waste time 
in criticising the “rustic” 
politicians. Co for the su- 
caSed Jan Nayaks and the 
capitalistic comrades of In¬ 
dia, instead. 

Rakjesh Venna, 

(^cutta 


rites, (hi the one hand we 
boast of being literate, 
progressive and broad¬ 
minded, and on tile other 
we dscriminate between a 
boy and a gal 
Shovanlal Bakshl, 
Calcutta 

■ The Kohlis can keep 
their chart for creating a 
boy and their trade secret 
as well. A similar chart 
appeared in Savvy Only, 
1^). Anyone who wants 
to use the Chinese chart 
could look up that issue and 
save himself Rs 500 in the 
bargain! 

Reeta Das, 

Guwahati' 

a How has the govern- 



What Science ? 

After reading ‘Boy or Girl’ 
(October 28), I fully ^ee 
with the idea of putting a 
nationwide ban on sex de¬ 
termination tests. Abor¬ 
tion, too, should not be 
legalised except <mi specific 
aid serious grounds. We 
must wake up ftom our 
slumber and terminate this 
‘onty-bo/ syndrome. 
Pradaep Jaia, 

Chdcutta. 

■ I sincerely hope that, 
couples will have learnt 
something from the articie 
and bec(^ less atogic to 
baby giris. How can they 
even think of such brutal 
deeds as murdering a child 
in its mother’s wond? 
Hemant PraaaA GniMa* 
(Calcutta 

■ We are outrighl hypoo 


ment made abortion lepl? 
It is one of the biggest 
crimes against humanity. If 
the parents can plan a 
baby, udiy can’t they have 
the aiurage to bring it up, 
too, whether it is a boy or 
girl? 

Manav Jalan, 

Calcutta 

a The myth that boys only 
care for their parents is 
now being shattered with 
an increasing number of 
boys neglecting, their pa¬ 
rents in frvour of the ‘Jamai 
Rqa’ treatment they re¬ 
ceive at their in-taws’ 
house. 

As a mother of two ^Is, 
1 can ten other woum-be 
parents that, given proper 
and equal care, girls have, 
an enortnoos capabifity to 
face any chsilenge in life. 
We must lemn to be proud 


of our daughters. 

Slpra Sen Cupta, 
C^tta 

■ The story was nothing 
new. Witii the advance of 
sdence and the relaxation 
of laws and social obliga¬ 
tions, lakhs of foetuses are 
aborted every year. 

Earlier, abortion it¬ 
self was considered a crime 
equal to murder, but today 
it is protected by the law. 
Praiulla Chandra 
Debnatb, 

Calcutta 

■ I was sad to learn about 
the mass murder of female 
foetuses. It is iromc that in. 
a country that considers 
woman as Sbakti, such 
things, too, take place. 

In India each god is wor¬ 
shipped along with his con¬ 
sort—Shiva with Parvati, 
Rama with Sita, Vishnu 
with Lakshmi, Krishna with 
Radha and so on. 

Even among the Mus¬ 
lims, women hold a hi^ 
piace and the moUier is an 
icon, as Bibi Marium and 
Bibi Fatma-tuz-Zohra, We, 
who indulge in such things 
and tolerate them, shot^ 
hang our heads in shame. 
Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

Error 

The cover story, ‘Rogues’ 
(October 7), by G.C. 
Shekhar makes a good case 
for the protection of wild¬ 
life. However, the photo¬ 
graphs were made up be¬ 
cause: 

(i) the tusks did not show 
any marks of having been 
freshly cut, 

tit) the dead elephant had 
redundant' tusk, which 
along with two tusks made 
a total of tiiree tusks. No 
elephant has three tusks, 
and 

(oi) there were no openings 
in the mouth of the dead 
elephant from whkh the 
tu^s could have been 
taken out 
V. Rifbl, 

Dfretma, Padmqa Nnidu 
Himalai^ Zbolo^aii Park, 
Daijediig 


TheTdegraph 

13 JANUARY 1991 



Wr Fakes have flooded the 
market, and they include many 
items that are hi^y . 
dangerous, sold to 
unsuspecting victims. How 
deep in trouble are we? 


FiKusingonthe 
deposed Bangladesh President 
H.M. Ershad and the women 
in his closet 


14 


■ ■ Calcutta's ladies 

now have a club all of their 
own: the Prima Donna. 


16 


■ A look at the 

Indian Museum which houses 
some very rare exhibits. 
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controversy 


«T hate and I love. Perhaps you ask 
I why I do so. I do not know. But 1 
Xfeel it and I am in torment," Bang¬ 
ladesh’s deposed President, Hussain 
Mohammed Ershad, once told his close 
confidant and businessman, Shahjad Ali. It 
was at Ali’s Dhaka residence that Ershad 
married Begum Marium Mumtaz alias 
Mary on August 14, 1982; his second wife. 
Ershad's two aimy friends. Brig. Ashraf 
and Brig. Nasir, were present as wit¬ 
nesses. 

Mary was not the only woman in 
Ershad’s eight-and-a-hal(-year rule in 
Bangladesh which ended ignominiously on 
December 6 last year. There were others 
like Zeenat Mosharaf (Hossain), Enayet 


Power often whets the 
appetite for lust and lucre. 
Aid, then, comes the faBT 
Banglad esh's deposed 
President, H.M. ErshadT 
seems to be a perfect 
ei^ple, reports RAbOTT 
ROY, recently in Dhaka 


Nur, Amena Bari, Salsabil Hena and the 
country’s ^pular singer, Nashid Kamal. If 
the press in Ban^adesh, England and the 
US are to be believed, ail these young 
beautiful ladies of Dhaka's high society at 
some point or another shared Ershad’s 
bed while the sun shone for him. 

To begin with , Ershad had good in¬ 
tentions and wanted to run his government 
honestly in the interest of his country¬ 
men—till Mary came into his life. That 
was the beginning of his end as he suc¬ 
cumbed to his desire for mahila and Taka. 

Ershad knew Mary long before he 
dreamt of becoming the President of 
Bangladesh. In 1976 Ershad was the chair¬ 
man of the anti-corruption committee 
when Marj' met him to plead for her hus¬ 
band, Badruddm Amin, who had been 
arrested on charges of shortchanging 
the government in some business deals. 
At the very first meeting, Ershad’s eyes 
gleamed and he made it quite obvious that 
he might consider her request. 

After a,few hesitant meetings, she gave 
in. And what began as casual encounters 
slowly matured into a torrid romance. Af¬ 
ter about sa years, on August 14, 1982, 
Ershad reportedly married Mary in secret. 
He later denied this tie in the face of a 
sharp reaction from his first wife, 
Raushan. Ershad’s men forced Mary to 
leave Dhaka and settle in New York for 
which the monetary compensation was 
handsome. 

But Mary was not one to be satisfied 
with ‘compensation money’ and live in ex¬ 
ile in a distant country forever. She de¬ 
cided to sue Ershad and made his life 
miserable. She hired the services of the 
US private detective agency, Fairfax Con¬ 
sultants Ltd, to help her collect evidence. 
Mary’s petition is still pending in a London 
court. 

In end-1987, Mary spent sometime in 
Delhi's Ashoka Hotel where in an inter¬ 
view to The Illustrated Weekly of India- 
she said she had no desire to live in exile 
and wanted the status of ■ wife, and 
not mistress, of Ershatl. "I want nothing, 
but the status of the First Lady of Bang¬ 
ladesh like Raushan,” Mary was quoted as 
saying. 

According to Mary, Ershad decided to 
marry her when he found his first wife was 
incapable of fpving him a child. Ershad 
desperately wanted a son to inherit his 
wealth and power. When the report about 
Ersliad’s secret second marriage leaked 
out, the First Lady of Bangladesh, 
Raushan Ershad, raised Cain. .She even 
publicly beat up Ershad with her chappals 
white he was in a meeting with senior 
miiusters at the secretariat. Ershad had to 
leave the meeting with a bteeding nose and 
cuts on his diin. 

Ershad’s Prime Minister, Kazi Jaffar, 


PSST! 
WHAT 
A FALL! 



Begum Raushan 








reportedly sympathised with Raushan 
when she ani^ remarked, *^our Presi¬ 
dent 18 a debai^ What he has done is 
against Islamic law He has taken a second 
wife without my knowledge ” 

Ershad also did not be low when Mary 
launched a tirade against him by giving a 
senes of interviews to London's Sunday 
Observer, and The Eustrated Weekly of 
India Ershad allegedly paid $10,0(X) to 
one of hts Jatiya Party MPs staying ui 
London to bump off Mary through hired 
killers But, fortunately for Mary, the plot 
Med and she fled to New York by the first 
available fb^t 

R aushan Ershad knew that her husband 
would go in for other women if she did 
not bear him a child She was m a fix as the 
possibibty of becoming a mother seemed 
very remote at her age (45) At this stage 
of her torment, Raushan’s mother re 
rtedly brought a new bom baby, said to 
the son of Raushan's younger sister, 
b-om Mymensingh secretly and ofifered the 
Oaby to Raushan A few days later on 
lanuary 21, 1983, President Ershad olfi 
nally announced that a son had been bom 
:o his wife Ershad threw a party to tele 
orate the occasion next week where 1,300 
piests were treated to unported dnnks 
Mid the choicest cuisme The entire ex- 
jenses were borne by the defence mirus- 
xy, Ershad only payu^ for the three tows 
slaughtered for the feast 
A detailed account of the feast and the 
itory of bow Ershad became a father can 
le found m the book Po/itits of a Soldter, 
vntten bv Ershad’s one-time friend m the 
irmy, Capt Muhammed Sahidul Islam and 
lubbshed by East West Pubbtations of 
^ndon, ui 1989 

Islam, m his book, says, “Ershad asked 
ne to arrange the party to celebrate the 
nrth of his son in the army cantonment I 
vas in charge of the army’s stores My 
ommander was Lt -Col Sheikh Anyad 
iossain who was then a Ms)or in Ae 
irmy Col Anyad told me to arrange the 
east and made it a point that the enbre 


emenses be borne by the army Col Am 
jad was a dose friend of Ershad since the 
tune they were both m Pakistan s Seventh 
Bengal Regnnent I had to obey the older 
and It took several years to settle the 
account in the army's ledgei books ’ 

Er^d’s seven-year-old son, Shaad, is 
now livuig with his parents in confinement 
The intenm government of Bangladesh 
has categorically denied that Shaad has 
also been arrested with his parents But 
there is no denying the lact that if Ershad 
and his wife, Raushan, have to face trial 
for theu’ crimes the question of Shaad’s 
parentage will naturally come in for closer 
scrutiny It is only then that the truth will 
be revealed 

Ershad's controversial second wife, 
Mary, is now reportedly planning to re 
turn to Dhaka and to sue the dt posed 
President m a Bangladesh court too But 
she does not have many sympathisers in 
Bandadesh Even her father, Ka/i Sham 
sul Huda, IS agamst hei return to Dhaka 
This correspondent met Shainsul at his 
residence, 'Manjari,' in Dhanmandi recent 
ly, but he refused to talk to any Indian 
journalist about his daughter He sunply 
said that he had wiped out Mary from his 
mind 

Shamsul and his family migrated to Dha 
ka from Calcutta after Partition ui 1947 
He retired as a secretary of the health 
department in 1975 Mary was the 
youngest of his children—four sons and 
two daughters—and he had arranged her 
mamage with Badruddin after piolonged 
negotiations between the two families 
Mary has a daughter, Sabira who was 
bom just a year after her mamage in 
1%5 Mary was then a hrst year student 
of a Dhaka college 1 oday, Mary is about 
45 and lives ui the US with Sabira m a 
rented apartment 

W ith the exit of Mary, another woman 
Zeenat Mosharaf, entered Ershad s 
life Zeenat was the wife of the Bangladesh 
commerce secretary, Janab Mosharaf, and 
Ershad’s mistress ^ his downfall on De 


cember 6 Zeenat went into hiding soor 
after Ershad was placed under house 
arrest on December 12 But she was latei 
arrested and sent to the central pnsoii 
along with her husband. 

Like Mary, Zeenat also came close to 
Ershad when she met tlie deposed Presi¬ 
dent to plead for her husband who was 
arrested on charges of corruption in 1983 
But unlike Mary, she never pressed 
Ershad for mamage and was satisfied with 
her role as a playgirl Zeenat s only desire 
was for money and power 

Zeenat reverted to her maiden surname 
after she started living m a posh rented 
house as Ershad’s mistress She was 
made an unofficial chief of the state-owned 
Bangladesh Chemical Corporation so that 
the orgaiusation could bear her all ex 
penses Zeenat even sacked 15U officials 
of the corporation, mchidtng its chaimian 
for not obliging her Some of the officers 
challenged their disnussal orders and tlie 
cases are still pending m the Dhaka High 
Court 

I he pobce has now sealed the rooms in 
the corporation’s New Eskatoii rest house 
where Zeenat kept many of the imported 
luxury items she received as pi events 
from Ershad thoujdi she lived m the well 
appointed house no 37 m the cantonment 
area, hired by the corporation All the 
rooms Ml the house were fitted with im 
ported airconditKiners and had wall-to wall 
carpeting 7hrce airconditioned cars were 
placed at her disposal bhe liad a hotline 
connection with Ershad s office in her can 
tonment residence 1 he Bangladesh Che 
mical Corporation reportedly spent laka 
10 22 nullion on Zeenat s per'^inaJ ex 
penses 

Two years ago, Ershad stured up a 
dipbmatic uproar m Saudi Arabia when he 
went to Mecca with Zeenat to perform 
Haj Ihe Saudi government cancelled 
Zeenat's visa for her un Islamic behaviour 
there On most of Ershad’s foreign visits 
Zeenat accompanied him as the Presi 
dent’s special guest 

1 he names of at least another half a 
dozen women said to be on intimate 
terms with the former President, have 
appeared in the Bangladesh press Most of 
them were wives of high government offi 
cials, big busuiessmen and ravishing IV 
announcers 1 he famous Bangladeshi sin 
ger, Nashid Kamal, grand daughter of the 
legendary folk singer, Abbasuddin Ahmed 
is also described by the media as the 
&ncee of Ershad 

Sheikh Hasina Wajed, the Awami 
League chief and daughter of the Father of 
Bai^desh, Sheikh Migibur Rahaman, and 
Begum Khaleda Zia, the BNP chief, both 
told us m separate interviews that they 
were determined to expose Ershad’s 
women, if elected to foim a government 
No doubt, the desire for women was in 
stnimental in bnnging down Ershad ■ 
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• May 13,1989 Ms Subrata Mitra buys a 
can of baby food from the Lansdowne 
Market Back home, however, the stuff 
does not look alnf^t to her She mixes it in 
a i^ss of cold water and takes a sip her 
self Her throat begms to bum severely 
and she is struck by facial paralysis 
• V K Datta is admitted to a well known 
hospital for a teg operation He is adminis 
ter^ an anasthetic Result an immediate 
paralysis of the respiratory muscles lead 
ing to a latal heart attack 
a Pntish Mukhenee age 11 was a per 
fectiy healthy boy Fhat is, until he was 
touched by thiortho cresil phosphate 
Used to adulterate rapeseed oj, the I CP 
has taken away his power to either walk or 
use his hands And made his brother San 
)oy an mvahd as well 

T hese are nut excerpts from a Robin 
C ook novel And so, when Pnthish 
wished to buy an air-gun with the 
Rs 500 compensation the then Union 
raimster of state for finance ‘Vjit Panja 
handed him he did not sound like a teen 
age adventurer but a symbol of protest 
against a diseased society a society that 
could breed such completely unscrupulous 
adulterators 

For, fakes have flooded the market 
Name a product, and you are almost sure 
to find Its duplicate probably sold unoer the 
same label as the original And while fake 
audio head cleaners, watches, sun 
glasses, bulbs and shoes merely cheat you 
into paying a lot more from your purse 
than you should, there are frikes that could 
prove fatal killing or crippling dmgs nulk 
powder for your baby and aduItGrated edi 
ole oil 

There is, of course, the usual chaiade 
that follows Complaints about a 
particular spurious product are lodged with 
the court and filed under the 1 rade Marks 
and Meahandise Act (TMMA) 1 he c ourt 
directs the Enforcement Branch (EB) of 
the city police to investigate Shops are 
raided and often, spurious goods seized 
But this does not mean anything Take the 
case of Ms Mitra She had promptly r“ 
ported agamst the shop that sold her the 
adulterated baby focxl The shop was 
raided by the Enforcement Branch officials 
and a sample of the baby food taken to be 
tested Two years later no one seems to 
know what the report of the analysis said 
On enquiry a senior EB official re 
marked that there was nothing wrong with 
the baby food and that Ms Mitra had 
earlier had attacks of facial paralysis One 
will never know now whether or not that 
particular brand ot babv food was spunons 
The fact remains that spurious baby food is 
sbll very much on the market fhe city En 
forcement Branch recently raided a shop 
at Burrabazar and seized over 100 packets 
of baby food produced in Bihar and mat- r 
keted in Calcutta clandestinely under the 


name of a reputed firm 

What exactly is packed m an apparently 
innocent lookmg tm of baby food or milk- 
powder sold under the brand name of a 
reputed and rebabte company* Analysts 
have found that adulteraters of milk- 
mwder first buy tins of genuine baby food 
They then carefully cut out the tin foil and 
replace half the product with an mfenor 
qu^ty of talcum powder, wheat or nee 
dust The tui foil is carefully sealed on 
agam and the product sold to sliopkeepers 
at a lower price On consumption, these 
may lead to death or permanent disability 
But oddly enough, this crune, ‘more 
dangerous than a murder, which most of 
the tune is committed due to a personal 
vendetta or motive, is not regarded as a 
coipusabte offence m the eye of the law* 
says Partha Rhattacharya, deputy com 
missioner, Enforcemoit Branch And ui 
most cases, the criminals are released 
widiin 24 hours on bail The prcxlucers or 
sellers at the most pay a monetary com 
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The question is becoming 
increasingly important 
with unscrupulous tradep 
in search or a quick buck 
flooding the market with 
spurious goods of every 


could mean the difference 
between life and death. 


raborty report 


pensation but keep on maiketing their 
goods, taking advantage of legal loopholes 

Babies are not the only ones in danger 
Hie chunk of meat you picked up at the 
market and thought was edible could turn 
out to be cat’s or even rat's flesh The 
supply of meat from wholesellers to re- 
taurants often go undiecked Officials of 
the Corporation’s health department have 
also found pork infected with picrobes 
that would not respond to antibiotics, and 


on consumption led to diseases 

F ruits cannot harm, you are sure to say 
Remember Snow white and the 
poisoned apple’ Reseat chers have found 
that apples which look bright red and 
appetismg might lead to a cancerous infec 
tion among children Their colour is not 
natural but the result of applying an 
artificial cnlourmg agent manufactured by a 
multinational company I he agent keeps 
llie apples from droppmg off too soon from 
the tree and improves Uieir cerfour And a 
rotund big orange with spots all over it 
may not be an orange at all, but a keno, a 
loukalike of orange that tastes quite diffe¬ 
rent 

Thus, fresh questions have started 
coming up with every food product mar¬ 
keted today Their genumeness is chal 
lenged by consumers' forums but the 
pli{dit of innumerabte victuns do not 
change The Behala oil tragedy that oip- 
pted hundreds of consumers created a 
temporary furore with politicians vowing 
to deal sternly with the spurious oil 
dealers, but with die passage ol tune, 
everythmg petered out As an unfeutunate 
resident of Bdiala puts it cymcally, every 
fake goods dealer has got a strong advo¬ 
cate m die politicians 
Feel like reaching out for a zero-bactena 
dnnk' Last year die central division police 
torce raided a godown on Prerr Chand 
Boral Street and seized crates of spurious 
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panics claim to have their safety stan¬ 
dards, those which produce fake goixls are 
not careful enough and use dioxin while 
bleaching the paper packs. Thirty per cent 
of the foke canned foodstuff are lead- 
soldered. According to neurologists, the 
lead contamination endangers the brain. 
Apart from the fact that lead exposure may 
be a serious environmental problem. The 
way out would be to buy food in seamless 
containers. 

What if your child was feeling sli(ditly 
feverish or had a. nag^g headache? You 
were more likely to give him a Paraceta¬ 
mol tablet than consult a doctor im¬ 
mediately. Parents of 100 children in 
Nigeria dd exactly that in September last 
year. And the ill-fated kids met an untime¬ 
ly death. 

Counterfeits again. The pill that prom¬ 
ises to cure you may just turn out to be a 
pill that kills. By consuming it, you do not 
just run the risk to your life but that of 




cold drinks that bore the labels of reputed 
compaiues. Chemical analysis found 
that the drinks contained saccarine and 
prohibited colouring agents. The state en¬ 
forcement branch in Howrah town area 
discovered the existence of a parallel in¬ 
dustry producing spurious drinks. 

Black Diamond Beverages, who have 
the franchise for producing Thums Up, 
Gold Spot and other Parle soft drinks, are 
well-aware that almost all their products 
are illegally duplicated. B.D.Samaddar, a 
senior manager, says that the 
company appoints private detectives to 
investigate foke productions. On the basis 
of the information, the police are tipped 
off. Following one such police raid, an 
illegal factory was discovered near t,he 
Gem cinema at Entally. The soft drinks 
manufactured there used to be sold mostly 
at the Sealdah station. 

In most such drinks, harmful colouring 
agents and substandard candy are used. 
Samadder feels that consumers should 
check the metal cap of a soft drinks bottle. 
Old, used caps are usually hammered to fit 
again on bottles containing the spurious 
stuff and the marks of the hammer are 
easily detectable 

h^ufacturers of spurious food pro¬ 
ducts flout all existing standards of qt^ty 
control. Foodstuft packaged in paper or 
cardboard containers oftengets mixed with 
dioxin, which, food specMsts say, is very 
harmful for health. While reput^ corn- 





carrying on a crippled existence—and 
what’s worse, sometimes severely en¬ 
dangering the child in your womb. 
In recent years, several mothers have had 
to face the trauma of delivering per¬ 
manently deformed or retasded children— 
all because they consumed counterfeit 
drugs. Drug control authorities have 
seized a huge booty of spurious drugs from 
shops at Burdwan, Suri, Murshidabad and 
other places. At least one registered 
pharmaceutical company in Calcutta was 
caught producing counterfeit drugs. Go 
beyond West Bengal, the reality is grim¬ 
mer. In Bdiar, dozens of complaints are 
lodged at the Drug Control Office every¬ 
day, alleging that counterfeit drugs are 
being manufactured by some fiims in 
Calcutta. 

L ast month, 10 counterfeit varieties of 
Paracetamol (belonging to the Analgin 
group of tablets) produced by fictitious 
companies were recovered from Gaya, 
Patna and other places in Bihar. Some of 
these also found their way 
to Bagri market and were said to c(»itain 
harm^ ingredients. The liquid medicines 
had poisonous ^ycol. The Bihar drug 
bureau was alerted immediately. Com¬ 
plaints from Bihar have also reached 
Calcutta stating that a firm located at 
Amherst Street was producing fake medi¬ 
cines. On investigation, however, the 
address of the ffim was found to be 


fictitious. 

The implications of such adulterated 
duplications of medicines are frightening. 
The most dreaded adulteration is tte 
mixing of Diethylene Glycol with Prop¬ 
ylene Glycol, an ingredient of expector¬ 
ants and syrups. In a nationwide warning, 
Dr L.V. Kannan, director of Indian Drug 
Control, has warned that Diethylene Gly¬ 
col, mislabelled as Propylene Glycol, may 
be circulating in India. But that is not the 
only thing to dread. The Estrogen Prog¬ 
esterone combination drug, EP Forte, 
though banned in India continues to be 
produced by fake companies. EPForte was 
banned in India because it caused severe 
birth (con^nital) defects but the medicine 
is stUl in circulation. The officials of Drug 
Control could not track down the manufac¬ 
turers of the medicine and what surprised 
them was the fact that instead of warning 
their patients about the medicine, quack 
doctors in the rural areas are encouraging 
its use. In Suri, the district headquarters 
of BIrbhum, the local ZUla Parishad mem¬ 
bers were amazed to find that a supply of 
counterfeit antibiotic medicines had b^n 
requisitioned for rural health care. The 
Zilla Parishad had sought Sulphaguanidine 
but instead got medicines that were 
marked SG. lYiese medicines were aU 
from a fake company. The company offi¬ 
cials have gone underground. 

Some licensed manufacturers too have 
started to manufacture coun. 
terfeit medicines. A Calcutta based com¬ 
pany was found producing tetracycline 
capsules and other fake antibiotics. This 
was detected when a bulk of medicines 
supplied to the Sikkim government turned 
out to be spurious. The officials of Drug 
Control raided the premises of the com¬ 
pany. Two men were arrested and the 
company's licence for manufacturing the 
products cancelled. But the company is 
even now producing those medicines after 
obtaining a favourable order from 
court by challenging the raid on tpcluiical 
grounds. The High Court has passed a 
stay order and the main petition awaits 
hearing. 

Almost all the established drug manu¬ 
facturers allege that counterfeit products 
are being sold under their brand names. 
Bengal Chemicals have lodged a com¬ 
plaint with the Drug Control authorities 
that their rectified spirits are being dupli¬ 
cated. Similar complaints have also been, 
received from G.D. Pharmaceuticals, 
manufacturers of Boroline, among other 
products-. Sbe months ago, a large quantity 
of bleaching powder supplied to the Cal¬ 
cutta Municipal Gorporatkm was found 
spurbus. Despite being blacklisted, the 
culprits continue to not only produce but 
also supply the fake stuff to the Corpora¬ 
tion, thanks to their connections. 

Homeopathy is surely a safer choice you 
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might decide Unfuitunately, no Ueeiap, 
a product prescribed by homeo doctors for 
vanous crucial diseases has also got its 
dangerous duplicate A Karachi based firm 
was found debveimg huge quantities of 
Deecap that contained a large amount of 
steroids, according to the government 
analyst, P N Verpui These are bound to 
have strong side effects 

Vitamins are not counterfeit free either 
lliese davs one can get tablets tucked mto 
e>e catching packs and meant for enham 
ing a man’s vmhty and sexual power On 
mvestigation a batch of such tablets were 
found to contam high doses of opium Tlie 
fakes were marketed by a Gwalior based 
fitm All the counterfeit drugs have deep 
and dangerous side effects and may even 
cause a loss ot the use of normal organs 
'Hie districts tcxi have not been spated 
these counterfeits 

Ihc detection of contraband medicines 
and a su*'tamed incestigation fur unear 
thing these oiganised lackets ate not easy 
and neither the police not the diug i ontrol 
department have the adequate foicc to 
launch a crackdown says Dr N C liagchi 
dll ec tut of Drug control. West Bengal 
Moreover the attempts of the offic lals are 
often thwarted by the legal loopholes A'^ 








Raids, but to what end? 

an enforcement branch official said they 
are supposed to investigate only on the 
basis of a complaint from a buyei and the 
laids they cativ out on then own are not 
kxiked upon fav out ably by the court 
Moreov ei the drug lords are quite infiuen 
tial and in most cases they manage to 
obtain necessdo tourt orders to stall 
pioceedings What is needed is a sUmmaiy 
court for trying the cases, he said 
Police investigations and those earned 
out by the officials of Diug Control have 
revealeJ that the manufacturers of fake 



Adulterated rapeseed oil deprived 
this child of the use of her limbs 

drugs have an Intel state iing I .nst vear the 
police seized two boat loads of medic me 
powdei that wete being smuggled m fiom 
Bangladesh Ihc boats wcie coming to 
Contdi in Midnapoie via the Sundaibans 
Ihc diugs ait noiniillv unloidtd in 
Midnipott and then fiiul then wav to C il 
culta bv the land loutc Si.nilii loiitcs 
wiR tiaccd Ml the Bongion binder 
Point aiithtiiilKs in Noitli Paigini 
rettnflv sci/cd i boolv o) ixmdt itclingit 
dit nts me lilt foi antibiotic s 1 In se vet it to 
be packed m C ikiitta undti the blind 
names of well known phaimattutital com 
panies On anaivsis the powdcis wtic 
found to have been mixt d with thalk dust 

lhat theie was an organised gang be 
hind all tht counteifeit medicines tame to 
bght duiing the investigation of a case m 
the earlv Fighties houi peisons were 
aitested from the Ganesh Talkie aua for 
allegedlv pioducing fake injection^ undet 
diffttem bland names Asit Mukheijee 
the kmgpm confided that he was being 
.iidtd by some physicians Iroiti (jaya and 
Mathuia I'olne Liter anested ont Dr 
Ninnal Singh and Shamlal It tianspitc'd 
that the medicines weic manutactuied m 
Mathura but packed in Calcutta and distri 
buted from heie I ollowmg subsequent 
statements, the police uneaithed a huge 
nunibei ot hosts fiom a bi/s/ee at Ltis 
topher Road 1 he fake ampules contained 
some hannful colour and a mixture of 
givceime and sugar But it ttxik yeais tti 
just try the accused 

In 198b,* the greatest tiagedy of drug 
d’jphf^tion struck India when l.i persons 
aged between 10 7b died after consummg 


glycerine which contained Glycol 
Ihechylene A commission was set up and 
legal provisions made stringent but how far 
has It really helped^ 

C alcutta still contmues to be a maior 
producer of fake goods And this does 
not mean drugs wd fcxxlstuffs alone 
Automobile parts are duplicated too As 
the deputy commissioner of the city’s 
enforcement branch claims, "almost 70 per 
cent of the auto-parts sold at Pnneep 
Street, (the mam auto-parts market in 
Calcutta) are spurious ’ fhese fakes are 
locally manufactured and the offenders 
msenbe the brand names of reputed firms 
on them Almost everything, mchiding 
elettneal equipment, clutches, battenes 
horns shock absorbers, brake wires and 
pistons }>■ made with inferior, sham mate- 
inN and then the brand names of Yanker, 
Modi India, Lucas, Kscoits, Amco or 
Exide are put on th,?m ‘Today if one 
wishes to buy tyres or tubes, one can onlv 
request a dealer to give genuine stuff ’ 
says an EB ofticial Ihe disadvantage is 
that there is no way the consumer tan 
know the difference between a genume 
and a fake prcxfuct One has to just 
tr ust the dealer 1 he police claim that most 
of the accidents tliat occur are due to the 
use of fake auto parts "They are so 
mfenor qualitatively that any mishap or 
even a seiious accident can occur any 
tmie the ofticial said 

From auto paits to timekeepers Radha 
baaar in cential Calcutta the city’s mam 
centre of watch and clexk business is fast 
acquiring the dubious distinction of bemg 
the base of a biximmg tiade m fake HM’i 
and litan watches according to police 
souices It IS learnt that the counterfeiters 
import parts of mfenor quality watches 
fiom Hong Kong and fit them into HMl 
and litan cases Duiing a raid organised by 
Customs lectiitly at least 270 fake 
HMr watches worth about Rs 11,000 
were seized Some of the fake parts even 
boie Soy let marks 

Calcutta also receives a regular flow of 
fake Seiko and Citizen wnst watches from 
Bombay 1 hese watches are sold particu- 
laiK at the Famy and hive Star market- 
s the neivi seiitics of contraband Ihese 
fake products normally co.ne cheap cost 
ing between Rs ISO 
and 700 The tactic shopkeepers at these 
markets adopt is to tell the customers that 
the watches displayed in the showcases 
ate fake and they have only one or two 
genuine watches within 1 he gullible cus¬ 
tomer easily falls for the trap and ends up 
purchasing a fake watch 

S cotch whiskey is another product, spu- 
nous duplicates of which help the 
counterfeiters earn milbons fhere are 
two ways of makmg contraband scotch 
The first counterfmters purchase or at- 






At the drug control bureau’s testing laboratory :The tip of the iceberg 


quire genuine, scotch, carefully break open the dealer is not known to the buyer, he 
the seal and punch it with cheap In^an might end up purchasing spurious scot^ 
whiskey. For instance, Chivas Regal may for the price of genuine stuff. As an official 
be punched with Diplomat or Officers' remarked, "The best way to get hold of 
Choice. All the expensive scotches, say, genuine scotch, would be through fiiends 
Dimple Premium. Black Label, Royal Sa- among the police. There has never been a 
lute, Glenfiddich and even cheaper ones, record of a policeman or any law enforcing 
like Teachers, Red I^bel, Vat 69, While officer who has been cheated into buying 
Horse and others are mostly punched with spurious liquor.” 

Diplomat and Officers’ Choice, A police There is no bar in the city, no matter 
official candidly remarked, ‘These cun- how lepuled it is, that serves genuine 
terfeiters are so niggardly they would not liquor. According to a source, the barmen 
even punch expensive scotches with even serve spurious Indian whiskey, made 
cheaper ones or with good or costly Indian by punching the expensive ones with 
whiskey like Peter Scot, Royal Challenge cheaper stuff and they inevitably mix water 
or even McDowell Premium . ” in gin and vodka." 

The second modus-operandi is that the However, if adulteration of scotch 
contraband manufacturers acquire empty affects only a few, percentage wise in the 
scotch bottles from the dealers in rags and country, spurious petroleum products 
old household goods, locally called ' kaba- affect millions. Apart from a few petrol 
diwallas ’ and fdl the bottles with spurious pumps in the city, most of the pumps sell 
scotch. The kabadiwaUas buy these used spurious petrol, by mfaung kerosene and 
bottles from houses where scotch is diesel with it and at times even water. This 
drunk. They pay the seller handsomely for mixture can severely affect the vehicles 
the bottles that have their labels and caps but sadly, there is nothing one can do. The 
intact. For example an empty bottle of police has organised several raids to 
Chivas Regal, with labels intact is priced apprehend these dealers, and huge 
between Rs 15 and Rs 20. About Rs 5 is amounts of spurious petroleum products 

paid for the cardboard container. A same have been seiaed. But since the section 
bottle without any labels would not fetch under which these dealers are charged 
more than Rs 1.25. The empty bottles are considers this a bailable offence, the adul- 
almost always sold bv the serv-ants. terators come out of jail and merrily 

However.'in this case, the price of the 

genuine and spurious scotch varies. While faking has not spared smaller items of 
a genuine one litre bottle of Black Label X everyday use either. If you thought 
would cost between Rs 550 and Rs 570, that the pretty pair of shoes you saw the 
the spurious one would be priced at about other day were products of Bata, you 
Rs 450. A genuine Chivas Regal bottle could easily be wrong. In 1988, the en- 
wouid cost about Rs 800 but a spurious forcement branch had seized 1709 shoes 
duplicate would range around Rs 500. If from Entally that were behn; sold under 


Vthe famous brand name. The Ray Ban 
§ sunglasses sold openly at the Fancy and 
■§ Five Star markets arc noUiing but clever 
g lakes again. And until the head of your 
cassette player gets spoilt you may never 
know whether you were duped into buying 
cheap tape encased in empty cassette 
cartridges of reputed companies. 

What about soaps, detergents, talcum 
powder and perfumes? According to the 
police, soaps made of sham material and 
cheap chemicals are packed in wrappers 
printed to look like carbon copies of 
original, well-known brands. In April last 
year, the EB raided a godown at Strand 
Road and counterfeit soaps, detergents, 
wrappers and packs with famous brand 
names were seized, amounting to about Rs 
65,000. And talcum powder might just as 
well contain Frenchchalk. Any of these can 
cause allergic rashes on the user’s skin. 
But the offence, again, is bailable. 

Shopkeepers too are well aware of the 
existence of takes. One such shopkeeper 
of a departmental store at Park Circus, 
who sells almost everything fremj baby 
food to colognes admitted that they do not 
always sell genuine stuff. He said that to a 
regular and a good customer "we generally 
do not sell the spurious goods.” He, 
however, maintained that apart from the 
perfumes and colo^es, which are "at 
times spurious” all his goods are genuine 
and that is why he has such tremendous 
consumer goodwill. According to lum, 
spurious colognes are mainly acquired 
from Mehta Building in central Calcutta, a 
nervecentre of contraband goods. The 
spurious ones are obviously a lot cheaper 
than the original and apart from a person 
who is a re^ar user of colognes, no one 
will know the difference. 

Spurious soaps, shampoos and other 
cold creams of reputed brands are openly 
sold in the markets, the shopkeeper said 
and added that at times the manufacturers 
of these spurious products come to the 
shop and ask them if they would be 
interested m do number ka maal (fakes 
of original products). The shopkeeper 
alleged that the major market of these 
spurious products are mainly in the dis¬ 
tricts and in the suburbs. "There the 
people are not regular users of luxury 
items or cosmetics. Therefore it becomes 
easy for counterfeiters to seO them the 
spurious products." 

Colognes to auto parts. Baby food to 
whiskey. Watches to life-saving drugs. 
Counterfeit, contraband, spurious, fake. 
“I’ll be careful. ”j^ou may promise yourself. 
EB officials and drug control authorities 
may carry out a few more raids. And 
double-talking politicians profess to come 
down strongly on the cool counterfeiters. 
But the Prithishes, Sanjoys, and Subrata 
Mitras are not really interested. ■ 




BACK TO THE FUTURE 


W elc(Hne back! Sorry to have left 
you mid'Way, dear Geminis. Be¬ 
fore you Ute oft all your nails, 
here goes: August-September, says my 
master, Ganesiu, make a duo connecting 
the big, wide, wicked world. 

October wiD be eventful and lucky for 
matters of the heart, be it a loved one, a 
place you are fond of, children, hobbies, 
creative ventures, antiques, or journey 
November slants your work sector. 
December your links, ties, attachments 
and loyalties. These could be tested a wee 
bit as there arc a few stress planetary 
fonnations of sun-Jupiter, and sun-Satum. 
The overwork you will do could also be 
one of the reasons for stress. So, learn to 
relax, meditate and take it easy. Try Yoga 
and prayers and li^t exercise and sports 
and puzzles and all should be well. 

CANCER: From a torrential downpour to 
a steady trickle is the way money will 
come to you, dear crabs, so vote not for 
security, but high venture and a bit of fun. 
'Fhose who will benefit the most will be the 
employed Cancerians. 

It is absolutely certain that opposition to 
plans and projects ^1 be less from Febru¬ 
ary 7, 1991, as Saturn, the trouble-maker 
shifts or moves out of the opposition angle 
in your solarscope. You w^l have elbow 
room to move; you will have space. 

1991 is the bottmn-line for decisions and 
values and forming policies. Love in parts 
and patches wiQ be yours. But the focus 
seems to be on your work and health. In 
matters of health, care and caution are 
absolutely essential. Take no risks. That’s 
tile astro way to be happy, says my 
master, the good Lord Ganesha. 

A favourable Venus influence in Febru¬ 
ary helps you to turn on the charm. 

March through May the love bug bites 
you good and proper, as the other planets, 
Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, called as the 
outer ones, will be galvanised by a power- 
ftil formation with the sun. 

June to August is money time, hobby 
time, publicity time. 

The best month to fuse pleasure and 
profit would be November, as your luck 
win run strong and your inflilence splendid, 
far-reaching. 

December is a fruit bearing tree. Your 
efforts will be amply rewarded. 

LEO: Roses, roses, most of the way, 
thanks to Jupiter whirling and swirling in 
your angle of creativity, recreation, hob¬ 
bies, leisure and pleasure, children and 
graiKlchiklreti. romance and beauty, jour¬ 


ney and ceremony. But there is a thorn, 
too. Saturn in your opposition angle leads 
to divorce, or a natural separation, legal 
clashes, differences of opinion, and 
obviously, pain. Let me, however, clarify, 
that, these readings are based only on 
your solarscope and not on your individual 
horoscope. please do not take it as 
gospel truth. Nothing ever is absolutely 
final and irrevocable. 

January is for a bout of sustained hard 
work, a possible trip, a probable job-hop, if 
you have not changed one lately. Safe¬ 
guard your health. Pets could give you a 
hard time and so could colleagues and 
subordinates, if you are very rigid and 
opinionated. Be flexible is the astro 
advice. From February 7, Saturn. West¬ 
ern astrology, enters your opposition 
angle. 

In March also. Mars has a good word 


Be jan Daruwalla 

continues with his 
jredictions for the year 
ahead 


for you, resulting in loans, funds invest¬ 
ments, buying and selling, financial nego¬ 
tiations and transactions. But once again 
health could be the culprit which could 
slow you down. Most Leons must have 
had a chop and change in their work area 
the last 2Vj years. 

They will finally settle down in April. 
April will be vital for journey, collabora¬ 
tions, marriage, engagement, romance. 

Till September 12, you will certainly be 
under the spell of events and happenings 
of August. From September 13, Jupiter 
slides into your money slot, and therefore, 
money, honey and a lot of gravy, for you! 
The money span wiU last tfil October 10, 
1992, roughly. 

October helps you to get going, as 
friends work hard for you, 

December finds you working hard, en¬ 
joying well, roaring away to glory! I can 
hear your free and frai^ laughter, dear 
Leons, as you are reading this piece. 

VIRGO: It would be best to take the long 
shot now, be it job, journey, collabora¬ 
tions, mot/ing, romance, friendships, 
socialising, decoration and renovation or 
jusf having fun. You wilt be tun^ the 
searchlight within, meditating, asking im¬ 


portant questions such as wtere you are 
heading, the meaning of life, different 
media of communication, studying rare and 
unusual subjects, reading and writing a lot, 
and in some cases, taking a complete 180 
degree turn in your life. 

Do not be itchy and touchy about 
details. Otherwise, you will cut yourself 
out of a gold mine. Give your best shot in 
January, because the sun is in fine forma¬ 
tion with Mars, enabling you to overcome 
hurdles and opposition, and be the victor. 

March to June helps you to link on a 
personal or professional basis, get work 
done, be on the lookout for opportunities 
to advance or consolidate. 

July to mid-September, specially July, is 
for gains and fpiiety. 

September 13, 1991 to October 10, 
1992, you will be on a winning wicket, 
thanks to Jupiter, transiting your sign. 
Western astrology. 

November in many ways marks a turn 
for the better for Virgoans as they will fan 
out splendidly to people, places, and thus 
win the game. Time they did, too! Jupiter 
and sun will be in a good formation, 
prompting you to take the initiative. 

November-December will be travel 
time. Perhaps a house move, a home avray 
firom home, renovation and decoration, a 
shift, a transfer is indicated. 

LIBRA: Game, set and match, Librans! 
1991 is YOUR year! You will have tlie 
Midas touch. Lady Luck rides with you. 
Ganesha, my master, gives the go signal. 1 
am sure, dear Librans, you read me loud 
and clear. 

"A fiiend is one who knows you as you 
are, understands where you have been, 
accepts who you’ve become and still, 
gently invites you to grow.” Friendship, 
love, children, loans, funds, promotion, 
perks, pelf, status, prestige, awards and 
rewards, all in one fell swoop, could be 
yours, very specially, if your personal 
horoscope, is as powerful as the solar¬ 
scope. Even if it isn't, not to worry. Many 
happy events will happen to you, the good 
things, as the commercial say. 

February, June, August, October and 
December will be the outstanding months 
of the year. From February 7, Saturn 
changes signs. Saturn will be in your 5th 
angle of joy and illumination till January 28, 
1994. ’This 3-year-spell should be one of 
the most favourable and fantastic span of 
your life. It could well be as wonderful as 
Walt Disney’s Fantasia. October 
stimulates you mentally, physically, emo- 






tionaliy, spintually and you will have to 
take some hard important decisions—as a 
rule Libians do not eqoy this—and thus 
prepare to zoom to the top in December, 
wind IS a friendly, hopeful, exceptionally 
conununicative month for Libtans 

Just for your informaPon, dear Librans, 
what you sow or do or even think now, will 
have a fine culmination around 1992-1993 
Push with all you have m 1991, is, m brief, 
the advice of my Maste r, Ganesha Got it' 

SCORPIO: Power may or may not tome 
out of the barrel of a gun, but power will 
come to you, extraordinary, terrific pow¬ 
er, thanks to Jupiter swishing away in your 
angle or house of prestige position, sta¬ 
tus, honour, glory and fame It is up to you 
to use it wisely and well Expect promo¬ 
tion and rewards, dear Scorpios Howev¬ 
er, in your personal or domestic life, 
tensions and perhaps, trials, can be antici¬ 
pated, as, Saturn will teach you the lesson 
of paPence and sympathy A separaPon or 
even death in the family is a possibility in 
the next twu-and-and a-half years, the 
span It takes for Saturn to be in a sign 

In 1991, says my master, Ganesha, 
your power months will be January, April, 
June, August (powei struggle possible), 
September and Novembc r 

SAGITTARIUS: The quabty you need 
and the price you want, as the /Pnericans 
say, will both be vours' Cheers' 1991 is 
for a terrific burst of power, pelf, pomp 
and progress Tourney, schblasPcs, ini 
port-export research, ceremonies col¬ 
laborations, the social whu'lgig, a new high 
in popular ity and chanty await you with 
wide, open, arms' Hug it' Women paiticu 
larly rvill be at then beautiful, brilliant best' 

January is for finance and family and 
possibly promises and promissory notes, 
instruments of negoPation and mortgage, 
and a touch of welcome love From 
February 7, Saturn enters your Ird slot of 
valour, enterprise, communication, neigh 
hours and the arts, science and electronics 
too—therefore you will start on a winning 
note While March is for home and proper 
tv and a home away firom home, Ap^ is 
for the goodies of life, children mcluded 
May could pose health pic^blems and a 
change in the nature and scope of your 
work 

June IS both for mating and checkmat¬ 
ing kisses and kicks, and you will give as 
g^ as you get, so have fun will survive 
July-August are the duo for housing, 
property, ill-health to parents and m-laws, 
but very probably, August will be mspu- 
ational and you will make the right moves 
September helps you to zoom to the top, 
and therefore by December, you should be 


CAPRICORN: The strands m 1991 will 
be finance, augmentation of income, loans, 
investments, transfer, shifts, moving of 
house or office, more work, less tensions, 
comparatively at least, and thi-refore, by 
October, you should be working hard but 
eiyoying more, a perfect mix-n-match of 
profit-cum-pleasure so to say You end the 
year in a blaze of glory and publicity as, 
Jupiter changes signs. Western astrology 
on September 13 

January, your birth nnonth, helps you to 
sort things and matters out, vety specially 
on the personal level On Febiuary 7, 
Saturn wfuch was m your sign these last 
two-and a-half years, Western astrology, 
finally moves out, giving you freedom and 
fearlessness, two attnbutes, which, make 
for inner peace 

As said m the beginning troni beptem 
ber, your period m the sun really starts 
Therefore by November Jupiter will have 
picked up pace and momentum and thus 
be ready to give you the plums and 
pudding, which, make life so thrilling and 
sweet In the woids of Tolstov Life is 
sweet biother, who would wish to die' 
December finds vou stoc k takmg, making 


a balance sheet of life itself and you will 
find youiself on the side at credit and a 
thumping balance m your favour 1992 is 
even better, so get to 1991 with nghtful 
hope and plenty of optimism 

AQUARIUS: 1 rue you have been under 
pressures and womes, perhaps even a 
separation with a loved one family fnend 
or household member, elders, boss and so 
on True also that 1991 is the year of 
marriage engagement, hve-m, business 
alliances, journey, numeious trips prob¬ 
ably with a stop-over, heavy expenses 
sli^t ill health, and a change in your entire 
lifestyle This process of change will last 
for nearly three years It is necessary It 
is also uievitable It will help you to 
evolve, grow, matuie and npen Accept it 
gracefully and you will be wise Fight it, 
and you will be m the soup In other 
words, adjustments and changes are des¬ 
tined, do what you will That does not 
mean that all depends upon fate It only 
means, do the best vou can. plan well, be 
considerate and c^jective (Aquarians ran 
be so, despite their eccentricities) and all 


While January will be expensive and 
perhaps propel ymi into a tnp, a journey 
and a moving, Februaiy finds you assert¬ 
ing youi individuality, gettmg on with life 
and living and taking exceptionally impor¬ 
tant decisions Right up to ApnI-end, 
dec isions and nc'w avenues (obviously they 
go together) will make a team for you 
March through May is tough and a rough 
one 

lune to October is tor wedding belts, 
allianres at every level and layer, col¬ 
laborations and bonds stronger than steel, 
June and August, specially so Mid 
September Jupiter steps into youi angle of 
finance and servic e It will stay put there 
till October 10, 1992, therefore invest¬ 
ments, trading funds and loans, buying 
and selling will be of pat amount import 
ance I he duo of sun-Mars m October 
helps you to get things done OrtcAer also 
favours journey 


PISCES: Gird up youi loins,take a deep 
breath or two, and on with the show' Now 
IS the time to show the world how good 
and great you really are and believe me, 
you are mighty' Jupitei whirls away m 


your angle of work and labour and uitelli 
genet* Ihe outer planets, Neptune 
Uranus are m your angle of friendships and 
inspiration Pluto is in the slot of gewd 
fortune and journey, therefore go all out 
for the kill It is now or never' Got it, dear 
Fisteans' Also as a big bonus a cash 
Ijatk as the Amenians say, September 
onwards it will be love time, mamage 
time, romance time and poetry time Wine 
and roses are yours' 

From rnid September Jupiter changes 
signs, inducing, persuading compelling 
you to have a permanent tie, be it 
basmess mamage, or purely platonic But 
relationships will hold the key, September 
onwards, so get set for that October is 
clearly tor finances and moving and this 
trend is so dominant that it will hold almost 
complete sway till October 1992 You will 
overhaul your otyectives, give up dead 
wood, separate the gram from the chaff, 
and that s how it sliould be Time for that 
has arrived and titne, the conspirator, 
never waits Let me sum it up 1991 is for 
hard work, commensurate rewards, ex- 



well on your way to honours and confi- should be well Above all, do not vacillate penses, and from September, alliances and 
dence October is for alliances, November and please avoid worrying over things you finances and movement, will into 1992. 
for journey, expenses and mtrospection have no control Ganesha @ves ihe nod' ■ 





RECREATING HYDE PARK 


T wo tenturies ago, the British for¬ 
bade any permanent lonstnirtion on 
the Maidan so that the formidable 
cannons on the ramparts of Fort William 
had a cleai hne of fire Today, Calcuttans 
flock to the Maidan, scarred and scabrous 
ni places like a chain smoker’s lungs, to 
breathe fiesh au- Even today, the Maidan, 
says (i£‘offery Moorhouse in Calcutta is a 
wide ojien space, “a dangerous place for 
anyone with a touch of agoraphobia " 

But development has nibbled at the 
Maidan’s edges The B C. Roy Market, a 
huddle of dingy shops and snsJung muddv 
bvlanes, was once a patch of pristine 
verdure. Another chunk of green became 
the Esplanade bus terminus, a dot en¬ 
crusted. ml stained concrete quadranfde 
The Metro Railway's godowns have 
sprouted and the second Hooghly Bndge 
taken its pound of flesh A sunny counter- 
pcnnt to the surly coiicietc surrounding it, 
the Maidan still reflects the near anarchic 
exhubeiame of Calcuttans 
All that may change sewn If the honour¬ 
able Emily Eden compared the Maidan to 
Regent's Park, London, Rotary plans to 
prettify the Maidan into 
another Hyde Park “We want the entire 
Maician to be like another Hvde Park 
There will be pools, pathways cutting 
through the gieen, even public conveni¬ 
ences,” says Subimal Ghosh, the eminent 
architect ^ governor of Rotary Interna¬ 
tional District 329. 

‘if the Army gives permission, work will 
begin m June this year and continue till 
1994. The toUl budget is about Rs 7 
acres. Besides, there will be recurring 
expenditure to be borne by the Rota- 
rians. We will have to have naahs to tend 
the flower beds and mstms to keep the 
wrxjught-iron railmgs m good repair. 


Probably as a counterpoint to the politic¬ 
al rallies organised by at the Brigade Para¬ 
de Ground and around Shahid Mmar, 
Ghosh hopes that private oratory will take 
r<»t m the Maidan. Like the Hyde Park 
soapbox, there will be a podium and 
speeches will be encouraged. 

While plans for giving the Maidan a face¬ 
lift are still at the drawing board stage, 
Rotanans have begun their greerang of 
Calcutta campaign Over 500 trees have 
been planted alongside the soot-stamed 
streets of central Calcutta despite delays 
m getting permission from the Calcutta 



Yes, right here, at the 
MaidanrBut that is oiiiy 
one of Rotary Club's 
various plans to protect 
the environnient 



Corporation. And m the distncts, especial¬ 
ly m Hoo^y, Midnapore and Nadia, Rota¬ 
nans have planted over 25,000 trees. 

B eautifying the Maidan is only one of 
Rotary’s magnificent obsessions. 
Other concerns indude shnnkmg ground 
water resources, au* pollution and the new 
plague' the growmg mcidence of drug 
abuse. 

With the Hooghly choked by raw sew¬ 
age and mdustnal sludge, more and more 
people, huddling in the city’s foetid slums 
wr m the new concrete matchboxes that 
defile Calcutta’s skyline, are turning to 
deep tubewells, siphoning off groundwater 


resources before they can be replenished. 
The solution, believe Rotanans, is 
“ramwater harvesting,’’ fears of mildly 
acidic ram because of sulphur dioxide 
emissions from the aty’s smokestacks 
nothwithstandmg “It is time to adopt 
ponds. All we have to do is clean them, 
fence them off and plant trees around 
timm. Rainwater is the purest source of 
natural water And if people m Bikaner and 
Bombay can bve on rainwater, why can’t 
we?” asks Ghosh 

Worried about the sulphurous clouds 
that shroud the aty on wmtery evenings, 
Rotanans are urging people to reduce 
automobile emissions. Like chanty, 
checks begm at home and 2,400 Rotanans 
have been asked to ensure that them cars 
don't pump aend fumes into tlw air. ‘ But 1 
cannot say vdiether all our members have 
taken the necessary measures as yet,” 
says Ghosh. 

For the city’s lakh-and-a-half hardcore 
herom users (probabfr a conservative esti¬ 
mate), Rotanans offet a semblance of 
hope. Rotary has begun a drug addict adop¬ 
tion programme wl^ helps to pay for the 
cost of treatment m a rehatnlitabon coitre. 
Even thou^ doctors associated with Rot¬ 
ary offer free medical chedolps, the treat¬ 
ment costs about Rs 2,000 on an average. 
About 25 patients have been treated so 
fir. 

Members of Rotary-329, mostly emi¬ 
nent men m shiny business smts, have a 
social mission. They organise blood dona¬ 
tion and eye-operation canqis, they edu¬ 
cate and they mobilise. Rotanans have 
begun to identify Owmselves as “guardians 
of the envinximent”. And Calcutta, scene 
of eternal squalor and urban decay, needs 
Its share or guardians. 

Srinjoy Chowdiniry 













British 


Bengali 

Vegetable 

Curry 


T here are so many vegetable cumes in 
India that it is almost impossible to 
select a rei^esentative one IV one that 
has found universal favour in our homes is 
the Bengah version 

Any vegetables may be used here, ex¬ 
cept peas and potatoes The ones recom 
mended are turnips, carrots, cabbage, 
white radish, knol Mid and pumpkm or any 
marrow, m equal proportions 
Serve 4-5 

Cooking Tune 25-30 muiutes 


Mvlluxl 


Dice the vegetables to ^bout the same 
size, cuttnig tVm mto various shapes 
Take a saucepan and bnng oil to smok 
nigandaddthesii|ge-6ynias^ When the 
sjwttenng stops, add the foOow up masala 
and 8^57 for a few muiutes Now add the 
vegetables and stu by for 5 muiutes till all 
the vegetables have been properly coated 
with oil snd partially codied 
Add the dunag-cookaig masala and sbr 
fry for another mmute or so Add water 
and sunmer for 15 minutes or till veget¬ 
ables are done The dish should be a semi- 
hqind by now 

When ready transfer to a servnig (fash 
Sprinkle the Siushmg masala, with grated 
coconut fost and thm coarsely pounded 
ban 

FmaUy sprinkle the garnish masala vinth 
the mustard oil comuig last 
Serve with flu% boded nee or pun or 
any Indian fried bt^d 


Note Bon or van is made from various 
fermented lenbls, pasted and sun dned 
They come m the shape of uregular balls 
Presence for flavour is the van made 
frrxn toad lentd The best flavour is when 
you saute fry them first and then coarsely 
pound them for spnnkhng on top of the 
deh If not available, de^ fry 2Va oz/75 
g/1/3 cup split (duck pea (chane ki dal) till it 
is ensp and sprinkle on top. 


British 

Metric 

Ingredient 

Amenoan 

zkiT ‘ 

1 kg 

vegetables 


5 fl oz (1 cup) 

150 mil 

cooking Oil 

tcup 

Apt (2 cups) 

300 ml 

water 

Ucups 



singa-fry masala 


1 tsp 

3g 

cumm, whole 

1 tsp 

Jtsp 

125g 

cumin powder 

jtsp 

itsp 

Ig 

coriander powder 

Itsp 

1 tsp 

3g 

mustard powder 

1 tsp 

ytsp 

2g 

fenugreek seed, whole 

ytsp 

1 tsp 

2g 

chdli powder 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

lOg 

turmeric powder 

1 tbsp 



follew'tip masala 


1 tsp 


ginger paste 

1 tsp 

4 

4 

green cfulbes, slit 

4 



lengthwise 


2 tsps 

log 

salt, to taste 

2 tsps 


durlng«cooking nitMla 

r 25 cm cinnamon (Ig) 1* 

4 4 cardamoms, large brown 4 

2tbsps 20g poppy seed, roasted 2tbsps 

& ground 

finishing masala 

2oz 50g coconut, freshly grated tcup 

4 4 bori{vaii) 4 

garnish masala 

1 tsp 2 75 g garam masala 1 tsp 








LIMajGHT 


You^ve come a 
1-o-tt-gr way, hahyl 


W hat better gift could there be for 
the ladies of Calcutta in its ter¬ 
centenary year but an exclusive 
place of their own, where the prerogative 
is Uieirs. Entirely. 

Opened on December 29 at the penth¬ 
ouse of The Conclave, the city’s only 
business club, Prima Donna is the 
only of its kind in the eastern regimi. Hie 
brainchikl of Harsh Neotia, the man behind 
The Conclave, the idea of opening the 
Piima Donna was mainly to provide “an 


exclusive ambience for the woman of 
today,” says Neotia.“This is not just a place 
where one can have a meal; it will give 
eiqiression to our cultural interests and 
creative urges as we propose to organise 

Nandita Chaudhuri on 

Calcutta’s first ladies’ club 


interesting events every year. It is tere 
that every woman will be made to feel like 
a prima donna.” 

"A place where the woman is in a class 
of her own,” adds Veena Kkhiu, the 
administrative officer. "Not merely die 
high profile executive, but also the cndin- 
ary housewife, can come and feel special. 
AD we insist is that a woman must be an 
achiever in some sense or the other—be 
she a housewife or a hi^y successful 
professional. 'The Prima Doiuia wiU be a 










W An inside viewjJjHBBwi'rniJ Donm* 


place where the woman will file away her 
worries and stress in her bottom drawer 
and just relax to some good food and 
entertainment.” 

This rooftop rendezvous has a phtsh 
decor with an exclusive lounge-cum-bar 
and a landscaped terrace garden with a 
small performance stage and outdoor si¬ 
ting arrangements for selective entertain- 



— S.sc''‘ tiwj 





ment Among the many cultural events 
scheduled is a rendition of Haag Bhairav by 
Pt Bhimsen Joshi at five in the morning on 
the rooftop, evoking the dawn, during the 
second week of January. Also on the c^ds 
is a recital of Beettioven’s Moonlight 
Sonata by a world renowned pianist on a 
full moon night at the Prima Donna. And 
from time to time there will be many moi e 
of such interesting and unique cultural 
events to entertain the city’s prima don¬ 
nas, thouf^ most of the performers will be 
predominantly male! Wonder what Ger¬ 
maine Greer would have to say to that? 

TTie Prima Donna is no mere ‘retreat’ 
but on the contrary, a ‘rendezvous’, where 
women will come mainly to have fun and 
men are also encouraged to partake in the 
hm. But one little hitch. A man can only be 
signed in by a lady member. So watch out 
gentlemen, you’d better treat your 
womenfolk rij^t if you want to wine and 
dine at the Prima Donna. Or else, you can 
be with your billiards and boys while*your 
women have a whale of a time in the 
evenings. 

For the facilities at the club are many. 
Every evening between 7.30 to 9.30 pm 
there will be live music and a balladeer 
crooning the hits of yesteryears which will 
be followed by pre-recorded chartbusters 
and dance. In a certain part of the premises 
is a carefully manicur^ vegetabk; garden 
The Prima Donna penthouse: 

< >V - Moving up 




from where the members and their guests 
can pick up vegetables of their choice 
which would then b«* instantly i txrked and 
served to them at the rustic restaurant, 
'The Village. The cuisine has been con¬ 
ceived as an exclusive assortment of 
‘befores’ and ‘afters’ on the lines of nouvel- 
le cuisine, where smaU portions of ex¬ 
quisite ganiishings representing a wide 
variety of both vegetarian and non¬ 
vegetarian dishes will be served with 
finesse and style. “This is because we 
believe here that focxi being what it is 
should promote more food for thought. As 
they .say, it is over the best cui.sine and the 
best liquor that the best relationships are 
made,” says Neotia. Apart from these, 
members of I’nma Donna will be entitled to 
use the well-stocked library of The Con¬ 
clave, ttieir continental restaurant, and 
their exclusive bakery and confectionary. 
And for the busy executive, dinner-time 
shopping can oe done at the Aesthetics 
while tlie more creative ladies can exhibit 
their creations at The Gallery. And to top 
it all, on the birthday of a lady member, the 
management will open a bottle of cham¬ 
pagne for her and her guests. This will be 
on the house! 

According to Ms Kichiu, “The mem¬ 
bership is very sek*ctive and strictly by 
invitation only. Though we will not diffe¬ 
rentiate, we are primarily inviting ladies 
who have achieved some suaess and 
prominence in their respective fields—be 
it the arts, the entertamment, business, 
medicine, law and various otlier profes¬ 
sions. This is to ensure that it does not 
degenerate into another kitty chib merely. 
As the idea basically stems out of a 
creative urge rather than a business prop¬ 
osition, question of economic viability is 
incidental. 

“We want the idea of The Conclave to 
be a growing concept.” After giving the 
city its first business club and now its first 
women's club, plans are on for a leisure 
club—something very different from the 
usual stereotypes,” says Neotia. 

And gomg by all tlie privileges oflered at 
the Prima Donna, all one can say is 
“You’ve indeed come a 1-o-n-g way, baby!” 
Amelia Blcximer, are you listening? ■ 





T he Indian Museum is the Metit 
museum in India dating back to the 
19th century when the Asiatic 5>on 
ety felt the need to establish a museum ui 
Calcutta Explorations and surveys con 
ducted to investigate the economic poten 
tidl of the Indian subcontinent led to the 
collection of Items of mmeralogical, bota 
meal and roological value Artifacts of 
archaeological significance were also 
document^, and in sum, an amazing 



Worship of Bodhi Tree, pillar from 
the Bharhut Stupa, 2nd century 
BC, Indian Museum 


coUectUMi had been assembled that had to 
be propc^tly catalogued and pieservc*d 
In 1875 the building of the Indian 
Museum, designed by Walter L B Cran 
ville, was ready for occupation (iramnDc 
was the architcHt of several other famous 
Calcutta buildings such as the Uiuversity, 
the Senate House (which sadly has been 
pulled down), tlie Post Office, and the 
nnpi essive edific e of the High Court I he 
Imlian Museum, facing Chownngee is 


Extracted from An Illustrated Guide to 
Museums of India by Shobita Punia 
photogiaphy by Jean Louts Nou 
published by The Guidebcmk Company 
Ltd Hong Kong 1990 
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built m two storeys around a c«itral open 
quadrangle, with corridors and verandas 
supported by huge loiac columns 
The buildmg is a splendid sohd construe- 
tKMi ttf the Victorian era m India, but is 
very inappropriate as a museum As you 
enter firan the mam street to your left is 
the mineralogy gallery. This gallery 
though dusty ^ poorly teyed out, has a 
very extensive coUectum of minerals from 
all parts of India It provides a ffiscinatmg 


Shobita Punja takes you 


f the 


Indian Museum, the 


oldest in the country, 


which houses some very 


ts 



Photographs: Jean-Louis Nou 

display of the diversity of India's mmeral 
wealth Further down this gallery is the 
renovated anthropology section, and up 
the stairs is a ^lery with rather old 
ffishioned dioramas of various tnbes of 
India The baskets and other craft pro 
ducts on display are specunens of artistic 
techniques that are under threat of extinc 
tmn toiday 

III I hti* hit* hi • 11 
To the n^t of the mam entrance is the 
ArchacKiiogical Section and its first rcxim 
contams an mvaluable collection of stone 
railings with sculptuics of the second 
century BC from a Buddhist rehgious site 
at Bh^ut m Madhya Pradesh 
The stoiy of how they came to the 
Indian Museum is quite mterestmg and had 
been narrated m Kandhawas’ book, Indian 
Sculpture, 1985 General Alexander ( un- 
mngham, who was responsible for many 
archaeologiral finds, discovered the rums 
of the Bh^ut Stupa m 1873 TTie solid 
mound of the Buddhist stupa had been 
surrounded by a hug^ stone railmg and 
gateways beanng relief panels which Cun- 
nmgham found scattered in a ruined state 
around the site He decided to transport 
the reniainmg sculptured railmg^ to Cal 
cutta and have them mstalled in the Indian 
Museum Professor Childers in England, 
hearmg of this plan, wrote It is impossi 
ble to read General Cunnmghams most 
mterestmg ai count ot these sculptures 
without a sifffi of regret that they should 
be so far beyond the reach of our mspec 
tion ’ Chiyers was keen to have the 
Bharhut sculptures m the Bntish Museum 
m lamdon He contmues T he‘ar of , 
(x^oposal to remove them from Bharhut 
Fhe scheme carries with it a certam aroma 


PAST 














of vandalism (fancy .carting away 
Stonehenge).’ Cuniungham, however, 
knew that he was saving tite sculptures 
since mudi of the ancient stupa had 
already been taken away by the local 
vdlagers for building purposes. Today.it is 
well w(Hlh a visit to Cucutta, just to see 
this of early Buddhist sculpture and 
to gain an insight into a philoso{^y of life 
still maintained in contenipor^ India de¬ 
spite the great antiquity of its roots. 

The sculptures from Bharhut are indeed 
amazng. llie railings stand nearly three 
metres (9 ft) high. This stone fencing, in 
imitation of an (^r wooden constructkm, 
has ui«ight posts linked together by hori¬ 
zontal beams, and a massive curved railing 
stone on the top. 11 ie railings, consisting 
of vertical posts and horizontal crossbars, 
are derarated with almost Me-sized female 
and male figures that stand like guardians 
of the stupa, and at regular intervals ti^re 
are panels and circular medallions carved 
out in low relief. Some of these depict 
episodes and stwies from the Jataka t^es 
that describe previous incarnations of the 
Buddha. In every incarnation, Buddha led 
an exemplary life of service and kindness, 
whether he api^>ared in the form of a deer, 
of the self-sacrificing monkey or any other 
form. 


Another of the many narrative panels 
tells the story of the monkey incarna¬ 
tion of Buddha, Mahaka^ Jataka. Un a 
circular relief panel is a forest scene 
through which there flows a stream. On 
one l^nk of the stream, monkeys are 
shown clambering up a tree, and crossing 
to the opposite bank across a monkey 
bridge. The monkey who endangers his 
own life by creating a bridge for his 
companions is an incarnation of Buddha 
and this r^resents his ideals. It was 
through animal tales and parables like 
these that devotees were able to under¬ 
stand the teachings and prindi^s of 
Buddhism. Spiritual inspiratkm, through 
compassion for animals and all otter living 
creatures, was the objective of these 
didactic sculptures. 

Following the railing (XI the right, on the 
outer side past the gateway is a depiction 
in a refief panel d a group of monkeys 
tiding an elephant. On the parallel 
rail^ on tte left-hand side fimm the 
entrance to the gallery is depicted tte 
amusing episode of a group of monkeys 
extracting a tooth from a tali, and 
burly, man. Ihe monkeys have tied the 
troublesome tooth by a long cord to an 
elephant, while one monkey sits poised to 
0 ve the tail of tte elephant a good hard 
tee, so that it wiO charge with pain and tte 
too^ thus be extracted! 


4 Yakshi (detail), pillar from the 
Bharhut Stupa, 2nd century 
BC, Indian Museum 


There is no representation of die Bud¬ 
dha in human in tte scuiptufes of 
Bharhut, as they were executed during 
Buddhism's Ifaiayana phase when only 

r bolic representations of Bud- 
were depicted in sttme sculpture. 
The symbol most commonly appe^g is 
that of tte pipal tree, umier which tte 
Buddte attained enli^tenment. Tte tree 
is shown in sculpture surrounded by a 
fence, ot |^tf(xm, and being worshirqied 
wiA flowers and garlands. Ttere are dso 
several circular lotus medalliuns, some 
with foces carved in tte centre. These 
shaOow-relief decorations are unique as 
they are carved in many levels and tte 
varying depths create a subtle illusion of 

Woman gazing at herself in the 
mirror, Chandeila period, 11th 










space. The k>tus, employed in Buddl^t 
art and later in Hindu sculpture, is a 
symbol of purity and signifies the mocu- 
kms birth of a hdy or great person, whose 
example stands ^stinct from the rest of 
humanity. 

On the railing^ there are also several 
female figures, some almost life-size, in 
various poses—holding a musical instru¬ 
ment, looking in a mirror, holding the 
branch of a tree. They are dressed in a 
simple loin ck)th. and wear exquisitely 
designed jewellery in their hair and around 
neck, waist and arms. Such silver jewel¬ 
lery is still worn by women of various 
communities in India. A scnilpture of a 
young girl holding a branch of a tree has 
been interpreted as a fertility symbol, and 
it is easy to see why. The tree behind her, 
with flowers and buds ready to burst into 
bk)om reconfirms an ancient tradition that 
was absorbed uito Buddhist belief of 
paying homage to trees and the spirits who 
dwcD in them and acknowledging then- 
close relationship with htnnan beings. 

This entire g^ery of early Buddhist 
sculptures is full of life, vitality and 
humour, attributes not usually associated 
with religion, particuiarly Buddhism, by 
nx)st people. They form a very important 
link in the chain of development of Indian 
stature. For centuries Buddhist and 
Hindu religious buildings were adorned 
with didactic sculptures that taufdit pO- 
gims the myths and legends associated 
with the gods. A toiKh of humour, some 
reflection of contemporary life, and the 
use of natural motifs formed p^ of tte 
tradition. A big thank you must be whis¬ 
pered to General Cunnmgham fear rescuing 
the Bharfaut scutoures back in 1873. 
Gandtiara Sculptures 

Further down, m the next gallery, are 
scu^itures from Gandhara. This coltection 
is the finest in India, and is onlv equalM 
by the one in the Lahexe Museum in 
Pakistan. The northwestern region of 
India, and parts of vriiat are now ^kistan 
and Afghanistan came to be known as 
Gandhara in the early centuries of the 
Qiristian era. This area came under the 
influence of the Greeks after Alexander’s 
conqi^t, and later, when trade links with 
the 1 Roman Entire were strengthened, 
Roman influence. In Gandhara, princely 
states ^ cities were established whidi 
flourished with increa^ig commerce and 
trade. A fiinxxis Buddhist university of the 
times, Taxila, attracted Buddhist scholars 
from Chma and other parts of the Far 
East, and from Asia generally. Excava- 
tkms at Taxfla and nei^ibouring sites have 
revealed a wealth oi stupas, sculptural 
renuuns, coins and artifacts, each with its 
distinctive Greek or Roman influence. 

^ Amongst art historians a great con¬ 
troversy developed some years ago on 
khedier it was the Graeco-Roman influ¬ 


ence that created the first ‘human’ images 
of the Buddha. Research today confims 
that sculptures of the Buddha evolved in 
many parts of India at approximately the 
same time as the Gandhi images were 
being made. Figurines in wocxl, terracotta, 
stone and even metal had been modelled 
by Indian artists for centuries, and this 
was not their first attempt at creating 
figurative sculptures. What challenged the 
artist at tlie onset of the Maluyana 
(Buddhism) period was the task of 
evolving an image of the Buddha that 
would reflect the gcKxlness and purity of 
Buddha’s mind in a meditative mcxxl. The 
early scu^rtures show evidence of the 
artist’s experimentation with the facJal 
expression, clothing and stance of the 

Adoration of the Rodhi Tree, pillar 
from the Bharhut Stupa, 2nd 
century BC, Indian Museum 




Krishna and Radha celebrating Holi, 


Buddha, often with a smile acddentaliy 
appe«ing on the Buddha’s serene face. 

Some of the sculptures in this gallery 
were donated by General Cunningham and 
belong to the M^yana period of Buddh¬ 
ism when it was thus found acceptable to 
present the Buddha in human fwm. Hiere 
are small votive stupas which would have 
been donated to the holy shrine as offer¬ 
ings by devotees. Frcnn such votive ob¬ 
jects, which were often inscribed, it was 
possible for historians to piece together 
informatkm on the nature of the patrons of 
Buddhism. It was found that among the 
large mercantile commuraty many had 
become foflowers of this new faith, and 
their wealUi suppwted its growth and 
dssemination to different parts of Asia. As 
stupas mushrcximed akn^ trade routes, 
tte ori^nal Indian hemispherical stupa 
became tafler and niOTe ekmgated, till it 
assumed the f<»m of the towmng pinna¬ 
cles stffl seen |n the Par East 
The Numismatic Gallery 
The museum has attempted to display its 
exceDent coin collection in chronological 
sequence, begimung with the immtii- 
marked coilis of the fifth century BC to 
AD sec^ century. There are Greek 
and Arab coins that provide historical 
evidence of trading contact with the Indian 
subcontinent centuries ago. The geid 
Gapta coins are especially beaiftifid, 
with tir^ rehefe king^ hor^ and lions 
fatlifidty depicted des^e tite smaU woric- 
aUe surftu«s of the corns. Years ^ the 
excavation of hordes of gold corns led 
historians to deserflie the Gupta period as 
a 'golden age*. The v^ue of its currency is 
of coupe indicative of the relative 

from the 16th century untfi the British 
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ingra, late 18th ceotury, Indian Museum 

took over, produced in their early years of 
dory magdficait coins in gold and silver. 
On display are coins with zodiac signs and 
caDigriphic designs. The scale of the coin 
did not reduce the power of its visual 
appeal, and in these exan^s it is passible 
to see the artist’s skill in composition of 
the design, in his selectkn of the details to 
be represented and m aeating the final 
effect 

There are very few museums in India 
whtf e the coin collection is so well i»e- 
sentod. 

Indiaiii Sculpwre of’ Differewt 
Rt'Slons 

l^rom the Gaixihara Gallery there is a 
door that leads into a large h^ that runs 
along the side of tlu! open counyard of the 
museum building. This gallery has been 
(fivided into sm^ niches wich samples of 
sculptures firom different regions, periods, 
st^es md schools of Indian art An 
attempt has been made to group sculp¬ 
tures one style together in one niche, 
be ginnin g with the earliest examines. 
However, it is impossible to examine all of 
them in a single visit, hr the Buddhist 
section there is one group of Img white 
marble paneb of sculptures obtain^ from 
the now ruined stujM at Amaravatl in 
Andhra Pradesh. One of these panels 
depicts the miraculous Uith Of the 
Buddha. The legend reo^s that Bud¬ 
dha’s mother had a dream in which there 
appeared a whffe ele|4iant, this dream 
symb(d bong ithetpreted as a portmid of 
me birtfa oi a (Md that would be a ’gift to 
maiddnd'. Maya, the Buddha’s mothn, is 
shown sleeping in one section of the 
panel, ho- attendants sdso asleep beside 
ner. while a smalt baby etchant hovers 
above her in the top ti^ ccrnier, in what 
can 01 ^ be a portra^ d her dream. 


A retneSentative coUectioii of Hindu 
scu^tures from various regions is display¬ 
ed in this gallery, coveiiirg every tnaiw 
school of the differoit historical periods. 
Amongst them the Bengal style of the 
Pula perii^ around tlto ei^th to the 
12th centuries, b important and easy to 
identify; shiny black stone was used and a 
famous exan^ of this stjie is a sculpture 
of a Mother oud Child Lying on a 
Bed. 

There are some excellent exatiqiles of 
scuh>tutes firom the temples of Kha- 
Juraho in Madhya Pradesh, m this gal¬ 
lery. These once adorned temple widls, 
af^ hig^ up, in unreachable places. Here 
they are avbhble for study at dose range. 
The sculptures of Kh^urabo belong to the 
10th to centuries. For years art histo¬ 
rians have tried to explain why the Kha- 
juraho temples displayed so many sculp¬ 
tures of lovers and the art of love-making. 
Whatever the theory, love is a univer^ 
theme in all Indian sat, whether it is sculp¬ 
ture, painting poetry, musk or dance. 
Though there are only a few scidptuies 
firom Khsguraho in thb museum, it is a 
pleasure to study such fine examples of 
images that are both sensuous and 
charming. 

TIk Lady Writing a Love Letter 

(Kh^uraho, 11th century) has her back to 
you, with her head turned so that you just 
see her rather naughty smile. The lady 
iov» seems uncomfortably hot, and she 
has let her fine clothing fall from her shoul¬ 
der (or peiliaps the artist has lowered the 
drapery), so that you can view her ex¬ 
po^ armpit where tell-tale nail marks 
have been left by her lover. Is she writing 
a love-letter, and remembering the night 
before? 

There are also some sculptures from 
Java and Cambodia in this g^ry. Indi¬ 
an art and religion traveDed with traders 
and merchants to neighbouring countries, 
md it is interesting to see how Indian 
influences were adapted. 

'Hie Zoological Section 

The gaOei^s on the first floor contain 
specimens of unbelievable size and quanti¬ 
ty—of animals, fish and birds coOected 
during British expedfitkms in tte bufian 
subomtinent The layout of the display is 
appalling, dxHt^ the collection is qinte 
vibiafale. For the visitor keen on midlife in 
India, these (pOeiies can serve as an intro¬ 
duction. SacUy, the vflrrant odours d the 
bcnb’ feathers have faded and the labels 
fail to tefl you where dieae Iwds can be 
found in ln& for such infomiatiba there 
are some excellent hooka avaflatrie. 

On the first floor, near the Egyptian 
room and the devator landing is a paaaege 
that Imds to tbe Art GeBery. Hein, 
thougfi agnn pooriy cfi^jlayed, is a fine 
collection of Incfim textflea-^&ie reed 
mats d Bengal, printed fiteica of tlajas- 


than, shawls with the woven and embroi¬ 
dered designs that made Kashmir so 
famous, brocades from Banaras and much 
else besktes. 

Down the hall is a dutter of decorative 
art objects in wood and metal, that can be 
tx'oadly classified as kitsch. 

The Nahar Galley of Oriental Art 
is a small room which has some good 
exangdes of Persian miniatures of the 17ffi 
cenb^, of the Mu|M Sdxwl of painting, 



Standing Yaksbi with figures in the 
balcony, pillar from stupa, 2nd 
century, Mathura, Indian Museum 

including examples from the Akbar period. 
It is interesting to see in these paintings 
the kinds of clothes and jewel^ that 
were worn by those enqierors who bidlt 
dieir royd c^kab ki Ddhi and Agra, and 
then to walk back through the textile gal- 
h»y to get a firsthand impression d the 
fidaia rqirmented in the paintings of the 
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• Baaghi: Paradise (Bentinrk 
Street: i!85442>^ -4 shovrs. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Nafqna are the lead pair. Ilie fibit 
is direrted by Deepak ^ivdasani 
and the music is by Anand Mibiul. 

• Babur Aaae Tab: New Cine 
ma ([.enin Sarani; 270147) 4 
shows. 

A musical rmnance, starrinK 
Rupa Ganguly, Sumeet Saigal, 
Naviii Nischal, Tariq Shah and 
Moon Moon Sen. The film is 
directed by Tanq Shah and the 
musk is by Kajesh Roshan. 

• Lui IRuce; Jyoti (Lenin Sara¬ 
ni; 241132), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road; 277273), Sree (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni; 551515), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680)—4 shows. 

Directed by Hanif (3ihipa and 
with musk by Nadeem Shravan, 
the lead cast comprises Aditya 
Pandioli, Jahnawi, Guishan Grover 
and Javed Jafti. 

• Shiva: Orient (Bentinck Street; 
281917)—11.45. 2.45, 5.45, 8.45; 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street; 
2S4956), Basusrec (S.P. Mukher- 
lee Road; 484808)—4 show.H. 

A fibn by Kamgopal Varma, star¬ 
ring Nagaijuna as Shiva Others 
co-starring are Amala, Rafdiuvar- 
m. Paresh Rawal and Giriia Shank¬ 
ar. with Kohl Hattangady, Goga 
Kapoor. Dilip Dhawan Bina 
Hanerji and Chandrasekhar ui spe¬ 
cial appearances. The music is by 
llaiyaraaja. 

• State Kowdy: Majestk (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 242266). 

A scene from CoaiauuHio 


Tariq Shab and Rupa Guguly in BahaarAmue Tak 


Menoka (Sarat Chattenec Avenue; 
410417). Jagat (APC Road; 
365108), Malang (Regent Park), 
Ragmi (Beliagbata Mam Road; 
,363264). 

Chiraiyeevi and Bhanupriya are 


the lead pair in this film, directed 
by B. Gopal. The musk Ls by Bappi 
Laturi. 

• Tlianedur; Elite (S.N. Baner- 
jee Road; 241383), Uljaia (Russa 
Road; 478666). ^masree (Raja 



Rai Kissen Street; 554033)- -4 
shows. 

inrccied by Kaj Sippy, die film 
stars Jeetendra, Jaya Prada, Sun- 
jay Dutt and Madhuri Dbdt. The 
musk is by Bappi lahiri. 


Bengali ^ 


• Abbtananyu: Darpana (Bkhan 
Sarani; 558080), Puma (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 474567). -3 
shows; Pradu (A)C Bose Road; 
271282)-2. r>, 7.45. 

Ihe maiden directorial venture 
Biplab Chalteijce who also stars 
akmg with Soumitra Chattetjee, 
Satabdi Roy. Deepankar De, Rabi 
Ghose, Prabhat Hoy. Sanghamilra 
Banctjee, Dilip Roy, Bii^ Dev 
and Sunil Mukheijee. The musk is 
by Mrinal Banctjee. 

• Mahaajan; Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoli (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma GandM Road; 
352740>-2.45. 5.30, 8.1.5. 

An Anjan Choudhury film, star¬ 
ring Utpal Dutt, Ranjit Mullick, 
SaiKfliya Roy, Kali Baneijee. Joy 
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Banepee, Chumki Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul. The music is by Swa- 
pan Chakraborty. 

NEW RELEASES 


Hindi Films 


• Pyar Ka Devta: Roxy 
(Chowringhee Place; 284138) 
Jagat (Acharya PrafuUa Chandra 
Road; 365108), Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552200), Priya (Rashbehari 
Avenue; 464440), Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 2%437), Malancha 
(Regent Park). 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
music by Laxmikant Pvarelal, the 
film stars Mithun Chakraborty, 
Madhuri Dixit, Rupa Ganguly, 
Shakti Kapoor. Moushumi Chat- 
teriee and Kader Khan. 

• ^nam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Baneijee Road; 242664), Grace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 391090), 


Indira (Indra Roy Road; 471757), 
Khanna (Acharya PrafuUa Chandra 
Road; 552932), Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551133), Naaz (Lower 
Chitpur Road; 277273), Alochhaya 
(Beliaghata Main Road; 3^59), 
Madhuban (Regent Park). 

A love story interspersed with 
actions, the film stars Salman Khan 
and debutante Chandni. Others co- 
starring are ne\/find Kanchan, 
Puneet Issar. Pankaj Dheer, Dan¬ 
ny and Pran. The film is directed 
by Saawan Kumar and the music is 
by Mahesh-Kishor. 


Special Kvents 


13 January: 10 am 

Sri Aurobindu Institute of Cul¬ 
ture presents a programme of clas¬ 
sical music and dance featuring 
Ajoy Chakraborty (vocal), Saswati 
Sen (Kathak) and Sanjukta 
Panigrahi (Odissi). 





At G.D. Birla Sabhagar (Queens 
Park). 

13 January: 4.30 pm 

Surobhanu’s annual function tea- 
tures electric Hawaiian guitar re¬ 
cital by Shyamal Deb and his stu¬ 
dents. 

At Raihindra Mancha (Joras.anko 
Thakur Ban) 

14 January; 6 pm 
The Ramakrishnj Mission Insti¬ 
tute of Culture presents a sitar 
recital by James Pomeranli!, disci¬ 
ple of Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, to be 
followed by Pandit Kishan Mahar- 
aj's tabla solo. 

At Vivekananda Hall (Gol Park). 

17 January: 6.30 pm 
Nandikar will stage the play. 

At Academy of Fine Arts Odissi recitals by Sliarmila Paul 


(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

18 January: 6.30 pm 
Padatik Dance Curcle presents 


.ind Kina Jana. 

At Padatik Little Tlu'atre (6^7 
AJC Bose Road; 446087). 


Internation.'il 


CalcuMa-Bombay-London-Naw 
York: Dep. (2) AI-101 at 0230 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo; Arr (5): AI-306 at 1915; 
Dep. (5). AI-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: An. (6) AI-309 at 1910. 
Dep. (6): Ai-309 at 2025. 
London-Daihl-Calcutla: An. (7): 
Al-132/1328at 1230 

* MoBcow-Sharjah-Calcutta; Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1625. 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 
Dep. (4). SU-538 at 1825 

* Moacow-Taahkant-Karaehl- 
Catcutta-Hanol: Arr. (2). SU-541 
at 0755: Dep. (2). SU-541 at 0905. 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taahkenl-Moacow: An. (2). SU- 
542 at 1755, Dep (2) SU-54Z at 
1905. 

Calcutta>Amman: Dep. (5): RJ- 
185 at 0630 

Amman'Calcutta: Arr (4):RJ-ie4 
at 0800. 

Calcutta-SIngapora: Dep (2) 

SQ-416 at 1130 and Oep (4). SQ- 
420 at 1310 

Singapore-Calcutta: Arr (2). SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4). SQ-420 at 
1210. 

Calcuna-Bangkok: Oep. (2,4, 7) 
IC-731 at 0900: Dep. (l, 3, 6): TG- 
314 at 1355. 

Bangkok-Cateutta: Arr (2, 4, 7): 
IC-732 at 1500; Arr. (1. 3. 6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmarulu; Dep (2, 4, 
6. 7): IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1, 5): 
RA-214 at 1530. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (2.4,6 
7): 10-748 at 1930; Arr (1, 5); RA- 
213 at 1430. 

Caleutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3, S); tC- 
723 at 1340, Dep. (6): lC-723 at 
1240, Dep. (daily): BG-092 at 1-150 
and BQ-098 at 2020. Dep. (1,4,7): 


Arr (6) IC-724 
al 1500, Arr. (1. 3, 5): IC-724 at 
1600, Arr (daily)' BG-091 at 1110 
and BG-097 at 1940, Arr. (1, 4, 7). 
BG-093 at 1620 

Calcutta-Chittagong; Dep. (6) 
IC-22S at 1330, Dep (2. 5)' BG- 
698 at 1355 

Chlttagong-Calcutta: Arr (6): IC- 
226 at 1550, Arr (2, 5) BG-697 at 
1310. 

Calcutta-Paro: Oep (2) KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2): KB-105 at 0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay: Oep (2) AI- 
101 at 0230. 

Delhl-Caleutta: Arr. (1). AI-1328 at 
1230. 


Calcutta-Delhl: Dep (daily). IC- 

263 at 0800 and IC-402 at 1730; 
Arr (daily): IC-401 at 1240 and IC- 

264 at 2235 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily). 
IC-176 at 0850 and IC-273 at 2000; 
Arr, (daily): IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 
274 at 1850, 

Catcutta-Madras: Oep. (daily); IC- 

265 at 1715; Arr. (daily). IC-266 at 
2205. 

Caleutta-VIzag-Madraa: Dep. (i. 
2. 4. 6): IC-542 at 1040, Arr. (1, 2, 
4, 6)' IC-541 at 0915 
Caleutla-Bangatora; Dep. (daily). 
IC-271 at 1620; Arr, (daily): IC-272 
at 2150, 

Calcutta-Guwahati: Oep (1. 3, S. 
6): IC-729 at 0830, Dep. (dally). 
IC-229 at 1340, Arr. (1, 3, 5, 6)' 
IC-730 at 1130, Arr. (daily); IC-230 
at 1630. 

Caleutta-Tetpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2. 3. 4, 5. 7): IC- 
213 at 0805; Arr. (2, 3, 4, 5, 7): 


PrintM Imra in tm maular Indian Alrilnns sdinduln. 
This is, howsvsr, sub]^ to ehsngs. Pssssn 0 svs srs 
sdvissd to hoop troek of snnouneomonts msdo by 
Indian Airlinos in tho pross. For assistoneo, thoy 
may eontast 202848, 202088, 288888, 282417, 
889433, B89841/2f3f4/B and 888833. 


IC-213at 1200 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Dimapur: 

Oep (1, 3. 5, 7) IC-219 at 0810; 
Arr (1. 3. 5, 7). IC-220 al 1250 
Calcutta-Bhubaneswar: Dep (1, 
2, 4. 7) IC-269 at 1650, Arr. (1, 2, 
4, 7) IC-270 at 1910 
Calcutta-Bbubaneswar.Nagpur. 
Hyderabad: Dep (3. 5, 6) iC-269 
at 1650, Arr (3, 5, 6) IC-270 at 
2040 

Calcutta-Imphal: Dep (2, 4, 7) 
IC-259 at 1330; Arr (2, 4, 7) IC- 
260 at 1610 

Calcutta-Silchar.Imphal; Dep 

(daily). IC-255 at 0740; An. (daily). 
IC-256 at 1220 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep (daily) 
IC-201 at 1305, Arr (daily): IC-202 
at 1635 

Calcutta-Banchi-Patna- 
'Lucknow-Delhl: Dep (dally) IC- 
410 al 0905; Arr (daily). IC-409 at 
1545 

Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep (2.4. 6) 
IC-285 at 0545. Arr. (2, 4, 6) 
10-288 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Port Blair-Car Nicobar: 

Dep (1): IC-287 at 0545; Arr (1). 
IC-28e at 1235 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (1. 2, 3, 
4, 6). IC-243 at 1400, Oep (daily) 
IC-241 at 0800. Dep (1. 2. 4. 6) 
IC-245 at 1000; Arr. (1, 2, 4) IC- 
242 at 1000, Arr. (3,5,6,7): IC-242 
at 1450. Arr. (1, 2, 3. 4. 5). IC-244 
at 1600. Arr. (1, 2, 4. 6), IC-246 at 
1200 . 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Oep. (deiiy): 
ICt221 at 1300. Arr, (daily): IC-222 


at 1520 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (1. 2, 
7) IC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1. 2, 7); 
IC-278 at 2215 


Calcutla-Agartala-Implial: Dap. 
(1, 3. S): PF-727 at 0530; Arr. (1,3. 

5) : PF-728 at 1120. 
Caleutta-Agaitala-Bilehar: Dep. 
(7); PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (7); 
PF-730A at 1050. 
Calculta-Shllleng-Quwshatl- 
Calcutta; Dep. (1.3.5.7); PF-701 
at 1140; Arr. (1. 3,5, 7): PF-702 at 
1615. 

Caleutta-Agsrtala-Kamalpur- 
Kailaahahar-Agaitala-Caicutia: 
Oep. (2. 4,6): PF-729 at 0550: Arr. 
(2. 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Bllehar-Bhillong- 
Ouwahatl-Sllchar^leutta: Oep. 
(2.4,6): PF-701 at 1100; Air. (2.4. 

6) ; PF-702 at 1715. 
Calcutta-Rourfcala: Oep. (1. 3,5); 
PF.715 at 0600: Arr. (1. 3, 5): 
PF-7ie at 0855. 

Caleutla-Quwrahati-Jorhat- 
UMMUf-Oibrugarh-Tami: Dap. (2. 
6); PF-709 at 0815; Arr. (2. 6); 
PF-710 at 1840. 

Calcutta-auwahatl-Olmapur- 
Jartwt-Lllabarl-Dlbnigartt: D^. 
(4); PF-709 at 0815; An. (4):>F- 
710 at 1750. 

Caleutta-Quwahatl-Olmapur- 

Jorhat-LllabarHMbrugarh-Taiu; 

Oep. (7): PF-709 at 0600, Arr. (7); 
PF.710 al 1705: 

Calcutta-Alia wl-Sllehar- 
C^mmhaH: Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): PF- 


* No traffic rights on Calcutta-Shsnah-Calcutta and Cakiulta-Karachi-Tashkenl-Cslcuna. 







/DAYS 


m at 091B: Arr, (1, 3, S, 7): 
PF-70e at 1320. 

Calcwlla'Agartaia: Dap. (1, 3, 5): 
PF-/29A at 1130; Arr. (1, 3. 5): 
PF-730A « 1410. 


Caloutta-Aliawl'Agartala- ) Caleutta'ilamalwdpur-Ranehl- 


caioutta-Aliawi'Agartaia- 
Calculta: Dap. (2.4.6); PF-70S at 
0910 and PF-720B at 1310; Arr. (2. 
4.6): PF-706 at 1255 and PP-730B 
at 1655. 


caieuna''iiamalHMpur-Ranenl- 
Paina: Dap. (1. 3, 5): PP-72S at 
0550; Arr. (1, 3, 5); PP-726 at 
1115. 

Calotm^Jaiiiahadp u r; Dap. (2,4, 


Trains 


6): PF- 717 at 0560; Ait. (2.4, 
PP-718 at 0745. 

Calautta-Cooeli Bahar: Dap. ^ 
4.6 . 7): PP-707 at 0600; Arr. (2,4, 
8. 7): PF-70e at 005§. 


Oapartura 


2311 1900 
3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2361 9-15 


EASTERN RAILWAY 
Howrah i 

OaUd-Kalka Mall 
Amrttaar Mall 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad i 
Alr-Cond. (Now Dolhl) Ea- 1 
proaa via Gaya-Varanaal 
Dap—Tues. Thura 5 Sat. 

Arr—Wed. FrI. & Sun 


Oapartura 


2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Nsw OMhl) Ex¬ 
praaa via Patna 

Dap—Mon. Wed. Fri. ft Sun. 

18-00 

2304 



Am—Mon. Tues. Thurs. ft Sat. 



2301 

16-00 

RaldhanI Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

Dap—Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fii. ft 

11-30 

2302 



Sun. 

Arr—Tuas. Wed. Thurs. Sal. ft 
Sun. 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dap—Tuas. Fri. ft Sat. 

Am—Tues. Wed. ft Sal. 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
praaa 

Dap—Mon. ft Thurs. 

Am—Thors, ft Mon. 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
praaa via Main Una 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Una 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Expraaa via 
Main Una 

530 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MHhlla Expraaa 

500 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchanlunga Express 

20-50 

2556 

5650 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Expraaa 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Exjsrosa 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaansol Express 

6-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

(tarmpur Express 

535 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dap—Wednesday 

Am—Fiidsy 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamsipur Trt-wfcly Expraaa 
Dap—Tuas. Thurs. ft Sat. 

6-00 

3072 



Arr—Mon. Thuns'ft Sat. 



3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Express 

1540 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri- 

7-30 

2160 



waakly Suparfaat Express 

Dap—Thurs. Sat. ft Sun. 

Am—Tuas. Wed. ft Thurs. 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Expraaa 

Dap—Tues. ft Wad. 

Am—Sat. ft Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipuni (Chopan) Ex¬ 
praaa 

Dap ft Am—Mon. ft Fri 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dap ft Am—Sunday 

10-40 

5050 



SeaUah 



3143 

19-00 

Darjaallng Mali 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Expraaa 

515 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

1530 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Muahal Sara! Expraaa via 

12-50, 

3134 



SBG Loop 



3103 

18-20 

Bhaglrathl (Lalgoia) Expraaa 

1525 

3104 

5165 

12-40 

Chhapra Exprm TrFwaakly 

Dap ft Am-^ad. Fri. A Sun 

4-30 

5186 


2B50 22-35 


2652 22-35 


2674 22-35 


— 14-10 


2610 22-35 


— 14-10 


SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 

Uowrtih 

Madraa Mall 
Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
Gltan|all (Bombay) Eipraaa 
Alimodabad Expmoa 
Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 
CororiMndol (Madraa) Ett- 


Bangaloro Expraaa 

Dap—Tues 
Arr—Sun. 

Tata Siaal Expraaa 
lapat Expraaa 
Sambalpur Ermraaa 
Ranchi Hatia &prosa 
Purl Expraaa Via Cuttack 
Jagannath (Purl) Expraaa Via 
Naraj 

Dhaull (Bhubanoawar) Ex- 


Tirupatl Expraaa 

East Coaat (Hydorabad) Ex- 

proaa 

Purulla Expraaa 
Dap—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 
Guwahatl - Howrah • Trivan¬ 
drum Central Expraaa 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Cantral • Hoarrah 
• Guwahatl Expraaa 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Guarahatt Weakly Expraaa 
(via Visakhapatnam 5 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Guwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Tarmlnua Weakly Expraaa 

(via Howrah & Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua 
Suparfaat Expraaa (via 
Visakhapatnam 5 Madras) 
Dap—FrI. ft Sun 
Arr—Tuas. ft FrI. 
Quwahatl-Bangalora CHy 
Woakly Expraaa (via Howrah 
ft Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 
Bangalore CtlyKtenuMwlI 
Weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 
ft Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patna-Coehin Harbour Tar- 
mlnua WaaMy Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Patna Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnasday only 


Tima 

Dn 

7-00 

6004 

8-00 

8001 

15-05 

2859 

5-05 

8033 

1550 

8029 

11-50 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

1520 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

7-30 

8006 

6-05 

8016 

530 

8006 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

4-15 

8080 

14-55 

8046 

11-20 

8018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

265' 


22-15 — 


13-45 2673 


22-15 — 


13-45 2609 


ENQUIRIES; For round the dock inlormation o( Eaatom Railway 
tralna, pisasa dial 203545-54 for In-comlng trains; 203535-44 tar 
all other information. For Information about roaarvatlons on 
Eaatam and South Eaatom Railways trains, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 0 pm on w sa kda ya and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gaxattod hoitdays). 
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JUNIOR WHIRL o Hal Kaufman 



BUSY BEAVfeRS' Wiich on* of four b*av*r* buHdInfl a «lam 
fall* tha dead tree above? Trace through llnaa to dacMa 


a AGE GAUGE' Dan s dad s age is the same as Dan s 
agr with digits reversed last year Dan s dad s age was 
four timus Dan s How old sro they? 

> Aixs ^ if) 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOU TRUSI YOUR EYES? Thera are at least six differ 
enees in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you Imd themt Check answers with those below 

CuiMwi SI dess e Bumiuj ti o wiiaT S rsttsuis si |moo 
V wuous vw ssAsais c luaWMip si pasu qniO 2 jsiisujs si ulkb r is3uajsii>a 


UNDERHAND DECEPTION 

You might jay that this bit of m iq r 
IS underhanded Indeed t s 
The mag ran displays a 'msli 
com in his or t er palm He or ht 
thei (cvers the com with a (loth 
and wites bystanders to feel tht 
ro n under the covering (see inset 
above) 

Atakazam whr ii the t overmg s 
then removed the co n j gone 
Secret A friend acts is a con 
federate He or she is the last por 
son to reach undei the cover ng 
The confederate pickj up the con 
and removes rt leaving everyone 
battled as to whore it has gone 


s PLACE CAROI Find six 
assorted geographic an 
titles to produce POLAND 
diagonallY in the diagram 
below Clues 1 Betting 
formerly I Worlds third 
largest island 3 Alaskan 
oil depot 4 World s 
largest desert 5 Bulwark 
of Greece said Pindar 6 
Spain s capital 


1 P_ 
7_0_ 

T_ I 

4 _ A 

5 _ 



CRASH COURSE! Hold on — our canoe loting pal is straying from 
theboatanpath Code 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—It brown 
S—Flesh tortes a— LI green 7 —Dk brown 8—Dk green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to point* for using all the 
letter* in the ward below to form 
two comptel* word* , 
SABOTEUR 

THEN Kor* 7 point* each for all 
word* of four lettar* or more 
found among the leffers 

Try fo scar* el tea*} M point* 

«ni woe •un'SOmi •nauiu 





























Qantosh Msyumdar reports 
von the last AQUO Quiz of 
1990: 

“The Eddie Hyde Memo¬ 
rial Quiz may lack the gla¬ 
mour and the crowds, both of 
teams and s(^ators, but it 
retains a quaint old world 
charm without (rills and gim¬ 
micks and always with a high 
standard of quizzing. 

“This year's quiz ran ■ 
true to tradition. The 20-odd 
entries saw two groups of 
four seeds in the prelims 
while the others went 
through a single elimination 
round to enter one of the pre¬ 
lims—a welcome innovation 
which over a long evening's 
quizzing is a great time- 
sflvor. 

“The two preliminaries 
saw some upsets in form. In 
the first,Syzygy were com¬ 
fortable winners ahead of IIM 
'A'. Tollygunge Nagarik San- 
gha (TNS) clinched third 
pace, leaving Octette-Non- 
Jalis to fight out a tie-breaker 
for the last spot in the final 
which Octette won. In the 
second round Scherzo led 
throughout but lost out to 
Tekniks in the last question 
of the day. Dl 'A' were third 
and Quartet fourth. 

“The final saw Dl 'A' go 
into an early lead, with 
Scherzo hot on their heels, 
Syzygy and IIM 'A' being the 
other prominent performers. 
At the half-way stage Dl 'A' 
were four points in front of 





11th Qumstlon: In a car factory what Is a 
marriage pact? (Vikas Singh, C/20, Sec¬ 
tor 18, Rourkela 769003, Orissa) 

Arts: The merging of the sliding chassis 
under the body shell of the automobile. 



Scherzo. In the anti¬ 
clockwise round Dl and 
Scherzo got stuck, while the 
others, especially Qctette, 
Tekniks and Syzygy, began 
to move. However just when 
they looked like being pas¬ 
sed Dl just kept its nose in 
front till the end when they 
missed their last direct to 
give Octette a bonus and a 
dead-heat on 23V 2 each; 
Syzygy were just behind on 
22. In the tour question tie¬ 
breaker, Dl 'A' (Neil O'Brien, 
Stanley David, Sivaji Roy 


and Benjamin Zachariah 
prevailed 2-1, showing once 
again that the veteran teams 
still had It in them. 

“Quizmasters Shovan 
Choudhuri and Saurav Sen, 
making their debuts on the 
open circuit, were a fine 
study in contrasts—the for¬ 
mer lively, the latter serious 
and measured, but both pro¬ 
ducing the right stuff for a 
good quiz as evinced in the 
close finish. 

“Thus the curtain came 
down on another year of 


AQUO open quizzing, with 
Dl 'A' making a clean sweep 
of all the four quizzes—a 
familiar scenario" 

A ‘Who Am I?' from Othel¬ 
lo Mazoomdar, Boral. 

“He was born during the 
second decade of this cen¬ 
tury of a highway engineer 
father and had studied at the 
Alliance Francaise in Pa,ris 
after matriculation in law. He 
was co-founder and membei 
of a literary group named 
Zargary and was also an 
active member of vagabandi 
club. He had been dismissec 
from Radio service for his 
leftist views. He had trans¬ 
lated Shakespeare’s As You 
Like /f on commission from 
the Underground Theatre 
Council. He was his coun¬ 
try's consulate in New York 
and later a cultural attache ir 
Washington. At the age of 47 
his autobiography Native 
Realm was published and 1C 
years later Native Realm: A 
Search for Self-Definition 
was published in the USA. In 
his late sixties he was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
literature and his Harvard 
lectures appeared under the 
title The Witness of Poetry. 
Amongst t is notable works 
are City Without Name, Pri¬ 
vate Obligations, The Gar¬ 
den of Knowledge, Unattain¬ 
able Earth and Starting with 
My Streets. ” Who is he?— 
Czeslaw Milosz (b. 1911, 
Nobel Prize 1980). 


I QUESTIONS 





writer. I had a second- 
htmd green Ambassador. 
Mf real name and pen- 
itame vrete also famous in 
Ser^t fictfon. Who am I?" 
Biswas, Calcutta 68) 
rf. “i coufosniattvloience iri 
' ; .. the'ak." Who said this and 
, . in whate«>le>rt?(AruoKf 
7) 

^.:^^1f:'1ifdW'ldem-<eare8ttforls, 
; f whar is 

iheaheiiif^Afee^c#^ 

led? (Miivff PanrA^, 

V. ■'Catowde26y-' ■ 
v; 'i.|rill#WO«WO^leifKS«i|B-- 

|ffonrfofog^,'«hfoh 


have doctoral deweMifmd 
seven sfe Ndl^ Pri2e'Win- 
ners in physics? (Madhu- 
sudan Ouna, Calcutta 6)' 

9. "1 was not $0 good as . 

Sachin Tendutkar at that 
age. He is a marvel. He Is 
God's gi8 to world cricket 
and win surtiy play for. 

, amsfoer 15-20 years." WhO' 
said this? (Sheikh Abduf'' 
Aab,Burdwan&1). / 

. IH/'Whicb great ntaestrO erf;,- i;'*''-'- 
..themi^icworidusddthe ' ' 


aeamuefedifoctorinl^ 
cinema?(Nfry^-Bhat- . ' .’’ 


ANSWERS 
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INNER EYE D Befon Doruwdki 


r^RiES 

AB March 21—April 20 

^ • This is the time to 

_ close deals, invest. 

and go in for major transactions 
and important settlements, be 
they professional or personal 
Attend to your work first. Ro¬ 
mance can wait Extra health 
care is a must for the next 24 
days. A shift or a sudden trip is 
probable 

AURUS 

I April May ?0 

* Youi enemies will be 
— ■ — willing to wound but 
afraid to strike because you will 
gore them to death, Success in 
enterprise and romance is des¬ 
tined. In romance, you are in 
your typical ardent element. The 
financial side shows a happy 
going In matters of health, you 
will be as-radiant as the sun 
Travel is a distinct possibility 
Visitors might drop in The 
domestic scene is favourably 
signified 

EMINI 

|V May 21 Junt> ?0 

^ You will be loved and 
-hafed in equal mea¬ 
sure Also. It IS travel lime Ex¬ 
penses will sky rocket In ro 
mance, you will carry on with 
gusto and zeal Take care of 
expenses and outgoings A jour¬ 
ney around the 6th is probable 
Property transactions and paint¬ 
ing the house are also likely 

-^ ANCER 

■ June 21 July 20 

^ j Expect good news by 

_I mail, calls, journeys 

or word of mouth. You will be 
happy and thus spread good 
cheer all around. Expect visitors, 
lovers and friends to drop In 
Romance will be sweet and love¬ 
ly. Your purse and wallet will be 
bulging. You will be as strong 
and active as the acrobat Travel 
will give you pleasure and profit 
You will be the perfect husband 
or housewife. Children give joy 


H . July 21-August 21 

A new position of 
- power and responsi¬ 
bility, or a promotion or 
tremendous social status will be 
yours. In romance, your heart 
will twang like a guitar played by 
an expert. Money will be sho¬ 
wered upon you. Take appropri¬ 
ate health sateguaiUb as there is 
a danger of accidents or opera¬ 
tions. You will 

overhaul your home in a strange 
manner. 













“iwl IRGO 

Br August 22 Sept 22 
• I Journey, ceremony, 

__J functions, meetings. 

publicity and success arc in 
store for you In romance, you 
will be valued and trusted as 
never before Assignments 
proposals and offers make you 
prosperous Health will be a 
case of mind over matter You 
may have to travel for some 
important work Children, grand¬ 
children. parents and in-laws 
look up to you 


BIRTHDAYS 


Jamiary 13 

Moon*Mercuiy conjunction: This 
conjunction you to self, 
buy, nagoiiaie. travel and orga- 
nM. Wait till March for a sties of 
good tuck. Financial muddles ana 
possibis. 

Jmuiafy 14 . 

Moon-Uranus ur^: Events wlH 
catch up wWi you. Sudden-gains 
are pitiable. A birthyear: of ^ 
driamafic, changes, twists and 
tB’ma. However, beware Oil : 

' aitiita.you ate heading to.- . . 

iimumy IS ' 

l4oon:' You 

.jfM Snd oanracdons vua « 

1 -(gillheinfnaaii»iHf.aMfjp^^ 




I IBRA 

J Sept 2» Oct 22 
^ Expenses will be 

-— heavy but work will be 

done II IS also travel time. Visits 
to hospitals and clinics are indi¬ 
cated Secret attachments and 
liaison are probable It is just 
possible that you could feel a bit 
low or under the weather Chil¬ 
dren and hobbies will certainly 
take your time and energy You 
will also attend to the home and 
house in a big way Financially 
the over heads will be killing 


Oct 23-Nov 22 
You will sing like a 
- nightingale and bel¬ 
low like a bull. You will get your 
work done. Romance and mar- 
nage are destined So also are 
collaborations Your financial 
graph will be mobile and up¬ 
wards Health improves and so 
does your performance, A jour¬ 
ney tor pleasure and oroflt is 
likely 

-AGiTTARiUS 

Nov 2S-Dec 20 
You will be busy build- 
-J ing your financial mus¬ 
cles Rest assured that new open¬ 
ings and assignments will be 
yours. Give top priority to your work 
and then matters ot the heart. 
Because o) work pressures, take 
some time off and relax. Travel 
only it your occupation requires 
you to do so Children give satis- 
taction and home has the neces¬ 
sary tranquility and comfort 

"ij APRICORN 

y Dec 21 -Jan 19 

News, views, chil- 

-dren, hobbies, work 

and linance are the week's high¬ 
lights. In romance, you will be 
ardent and successfol Money 
will pour into your pocket, but it 
will also leap out with equal 
agility. Health will improve and 
so will your temper. The next 21 
days are definitely favourable for 
a trip and an emotional fie.” 

^ QUARIUS 

Am Jan 20—Fab 18 
* * The home front is 

- completely activated 

and revitalised A journey at 
short notice is probable. You will 
love with half a heart and count 
your cash with the other. Loans, 
funds, buying and selling are 
favourably signified A little extra 
health care is advisable. The 
mid-week is Ideal for a journey or 
a letter or a call. 

- ISCES 

Feb 19“ March 20 
Messages, calls, 

_ love, laughter, 

socialising, group activity and 
possibly an important proposal 
for marriage and business are 
week s mam trends Financial 
deals will come through and 
offers will be received Your 
health holds up to pulls and 
pressures. You will be mobile 
and active. Get your travel-kit 
ready. A round of renovation and 
decoration, holidaying, and a 
home away from home are fore¬ 
told. 
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THE LOCKHORNS 



GARFIELD By Jim Dovis 










































































































CANDID CAAAERA > 



With that unputdownable columnist, Khushwant Singh, coming up with 


another bnght idea—^his autobiography—a lot of people are already in the 

XT 




e sar 




dee 


pants off in the book, they have already rung him up an 


s bottle-and-buttocks scribbles inside the bulb. Photograph by PANKAJ SHARMA 
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ORIENTAL 



OUR TRUE VALUE ASSETS 


Enduring customer 
relation8h4>s. 

At Oriental, we believe 
our true assets are enduring 
customer relationships. 

A belief that is 

supponed by the laige body 
of our policy-holders, whose 
number is growing year after 
year, and is already 45 lakh. 

DearCusftomer. 

We cater to your specific 
needs. Wth you in mind, we 
have set up 


regional offices, as also at 
metro centres Delhi, 

Calcutta, Madras and 
Bombay. There is a special 
cell for redressal of customer 
grievances. And an internal 
system of on-going review of 
pending claims. 

For the Corporate 
Sector, we render advice on 
Risk Management. As a 
pre-insurance service, it 
comes to you absolutely free 
of cost, with no obligation 
whatsoever. 

Our services are many 
^.vari|d’., 


Dear Policy-holder. 

At Oriental, you are our 
top priority. 

Your satisfaaion, your 
confidence in us, are our true 
value assets. 



TH6 

ORiEHTAL 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY UMITED 

Customer-friendly. 
An CMental traditkm. 










SIEMENS 



Fascinating 

Assets 


An important if largely unseen, 
component of Siemens Quality' is 
its people. People whoso skills and 
talents have been carefully 
polished so they can realise their 
multifaceted potential 

Training and development is an 
on-going commitment at Siemens 
The sophisticated, advanced 
training centre at Andheri, Bombay 
challenges the cream of 
engineering talent to better their 



Investinq in the individual is a statement ol 
purpose that translates into a day-to day 
commitment 


own performance Even more 
heartening are the results of 
intensive training programmes at 
Siemens factories where operators 
emerge with sharper skills, 
improved confidence and a clearer 
vision ul llieii jobs 

Siemens sets the standard in a 
wide range of products, systems 
and projects These include control 
and automation systems, railway 
signalling equipment, medical 
electronics, switchgear, 
switchboards, drives and motors, 
turnkey projects or new 
dimensions in 
leiecommunications 

A deep commitment to developing 
Its most important 'oroducls' its 
people gives. Siemens an 
edge - that sharp edge of quality 

Siemens Ltd., 

P 0 Box 6597, Bombay 400 018 

Siemens 

Where international technology 
meets human needs 















AshoK VaHie 




A^x)k Vahte 




T he importance, and the problem, of 
being Simranieet Singh Mann is that 
he cannot oe Simraryeet Singh 
Mann. If he has to survive where he is 
today, at the shaky pinnacle of Punjab 
politics, he has to be different things to 
different people, contrary things, in fact, 
to contrary people. For New Delhi he 
must symbolise the hope for isolating or 
neutralising the ultras and delivering, at 
long last, a political solution to the Pupiab 
problem that does not mean any comprom¬ 
ise cn the structure of the Indian state; for 
the militants of the Panthic committees 
and the terrorists working under them he 
must mean the articulate, and as yet legiti¬ 
mate, face of their struggle for Khalistan; 
for the moderates among the Akalis he 
must be the promise of a return to the 
old-fashioned politics of power and pre¬ 
stige and plenty. To a blistered section of 
the populace he must be the instrument 
for securing justice that has long been 
promised and long been delayed; to 
another section, the Hindu minority, he 
must stand as assurance that the pursuit of 
justice does not mean a recourse to the 
law of the jungle and the overlordship of 
the gun. 

And yet, the bigger problem of being 
Simrapjeet Singh Mann is that he cannot 
be all these people. Can he hope to per¬ 
suade New Delhi to grant secession and 
the creation of a theocratic Kfialistan? He 
can’t. Can he hope to maintain Jiis credibil¬ 
ity with the militants if he dilutes the de¬ 
mand for self-determination and settles fot 
a political deal within the Indian union? He 
can't. Can he keep the militants at bay and 
run the politics of the state, credibly and 
peacefully, with the moderate elements— 
and, hope to survive, politically and physi¬ 
cally? He can’t. Can he hope to get the 
kind of justice that sections of Punjab are 
demantUng without feeding fuel to the 
already disconcerting clamour for a Hindu 
rashtra in the north? He can’t. Can he 
draw a line for the terrorists and command 
them to cease the killings? He can’t. Cir¬ 
cumstances have placed Simranjeet Singh 
Mann, or he himself has, on the razor- 
edge of contradictions that are forever 
shffi^ning against each other. Behind his 
great comeback—his election as president 
of the reunited Akali Actions and his trium¬ 
phant new status as chief spokesman of 
Sikh interests after months of inaeasing 
isolation in the Akali ranks—the grind is 
getting harder. “1 have achieved a signifi¬ 
cant breakffirou^, I have legitimised the 
fight of the militants,” he proclaimed 
tioastfiiUy soon after his talk with Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar in New Delhi 
recently. But it would appear that he had 
begun chipping away at his own legitimacy 
on either &ink Mann had come to New 
Delhi with a memorandum demanding 
''seff-determination for the Sikh nation” 



At the Golden Temple 


Mer a period of isolation, 
Simranjeet Singh Mann 5^ 
back on the centrestage 
of Punjab politics, but 
how much longer can he~ 
walk the tiffltrope 
between the terrorists 
and the Indian 
government? 

SANKARSHAN 


THAKUR reports 



but New Delhi will not go on talking to him 
if he keeps insisting on that demand. On 
the other hand, the militants, who seem to 
be with him now, will not show endless 
patience; he either succeeds in extracting 
Khalistan with his methods or makes way. 

New Delhi, or at least the Chandra 


Shekhar government, still considers Mann 
as the best bet for untangling Piuqab de¬ 
spite his open support to the militants and, 
now, his formal denuind for a separate 
nation. As one senior Central minister 
close to Chandra Shekhar says, “Mann is 
not in an easy position; he is doing his own 
tightrope in Puivab and a lot of things that 
he says and does have to be understood in 
that context It is useless to jump to con¬ 
clusions about his intentions. ” The obvious 
hint is that Mann’s pro-militant stance and 
his seditious demands are more a posture 
that anything else, a tactic to retain credi¬ 
bility with the militants while he works at a 
political settlement with the Centre. But 
this assessment mig^t be generated more 
by fervent hope than by actual fiiith for 
there has never really been any doubt 
atout whose side Mann is on. 

S imranjeet Sin^ Mann was one of the 
earliest converts to the Bhindranwale 
creed. Indeed, the seeds of a separate 
Sikh nation had be^n embedded in his 
consciousness even before Bhindranwale 
appeared on ^e scene. Mann comes from 
one of the most prosperous and 
politicised families in Pupjab and his father, 
Sardar Joginder Sinjdi Mann, was one of 
the first to raise the demand for secession. 
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He had to be mollified with the Speidi- 
ersl^ of tlK Puiqab Assembly, and later, 
the position of a minister. But quite 
obviously, he had passed on his dream to 
his son. 

When Bhindranwale took over the Dam- 
dami Taksal and'launched his campaign in 
the early Eighties, Mann, an IPS officer, 
was senior superintendent of police in 
Fandkot. His colleagues in the service stiO 



New Delhi, or at least the 
Chandra Shekhar 
government, still considers 
Mann as the best bet for 
untangling Punjab despite 
his open support to the 
militants, and now, his 
demand for a separate 
nation 


remember how Bhindranwale captured 
Mom’s imagination and how he made no 
secret of fascination for the man he 
already considered a saint. “He would not 
tire of teilii^ us,” says one of his erstwhile 
coBeagues in the police, "of how correct 
and pure Bhindranwale was, of how he 
was salvaging Sikhism and the Sikh prople 
from corruption, of how he was revitalising 
the dream of the Sikh gurus. Mann was 
ttMally taken in." Bhindranwale’s outings in 
Fark&ot, his honne district, were a great 
success because Mann saw to it that tliey 
were; oten he himself would accompany 
Bhindranwale on his village tours where he 
preached his fundamen^sm. A little la¬ 
ter, when Bhindranwale came into his own 
and turned to militancy, Mann is alleged to 
have helped his people by issuing them 
nin licences. Disturbing reports about 
Mann’s links with Bhindianwale and his 
gumnen had been reaching the headquar¬ 
ters at Chandigarh and New Delhi (or a 
king while before he was shunted out of 
die state and posted to Bombay as group 
conunandant of the Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF). But maintained his 
links with Bhindranvrale and continued to 
help him in whatever way he could throu^ 
h» influential contacts in the state. "He 
was too much into Bhindranwale, ” says his 
former colleague, “to be bothered about 
the iob. It was as if he was forever 
psyching himself up to live up to the de- 
m^s of Bhindranwale who had already 
become his great hero." 

Operation Bhiestar and the killing of 


Bhindranwale blew Mann’s fuse. His two 
letters of resignation from the IPS to the 
then President, Giani Zail Singh, said it all. 
"It is difficult to express in words my 
feelings over the recent events in Punjab, 
specially the desecration of the holy pre¬ 
cincts of the Gdden Temple and 37 other 
historic gurudwaras... What is even more 
painful (than the death of Bhindranwale) is 
that after murdering the great Sikh nation¬ 
al hero, Sant Jamail Singh Bhindranwale, 
the Indian armed forces placed his body... 
and displayed them to the Hindu popula¬ 
tion which went delirious with joy... Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, by this cruel action, has 
outdone Muhammad Ghazni... you could 
have re-strained the action of your Prime 
Minister and made her see the futility of 
this ruthless military campaign against 
your own people. The government, the 
mentally sick and jingoistic Hindus will be¬ 
lieve that Sikhs were about to wage a war 
against the government of India... like 
Mussolini... you are signing away the 
liberties and lives of your own people... I 
tell you very frankly that after what your 
government and the armed forces have 
done in the Puiqab, and are continuing to 
do with unabat^ zeal, the Sikhs wiU not 
support the government in its war effort, 
and the Sikh soldier will not put up the 
type of defence which has always saved 
In^’s intemty." Soon after quitting the 
service, Mann went underground and 
mounted efforts to, as he himself calls it, 
"fulfil Sant Bhindranwale’s dream. ” Part of 
this, if the detailed chargesheets prepared 
by the investigating agencks are to be 
believed, was ^e plot to assassinate Indira 
Gandhi. 


M ann was arrested, trying to escape 
into Nepal, on the border near Pur- 
nea in Bihar soon after Mrs Gandhi was 
assassinated. He was interned in Bhagal- 
pur jail, where he was to spend the next 
five years as one of the country’s nxMt 
well-known and well-gum-ded prisoners. 
By the time he was let out—one of the last 
acts of Ktgiv Gandhi as Prime Minister wa: 
to order the release of Mann—he had 


become a bit of a myth, blessed by the 
muse of incarceration. He was already 
president of the militant United Akali Dal 
(UAD), having been unanimously nomin¬ 
ated to the post in absentia—his predeces¬ 
sor was none other than Baba Joginder 
Singh, father of Jamail Singh Bhindran¬ 
wale—and in the Lok Sabha polls of 
November 1989, he had been elected MP 
fron Tam Taran, the hotbed of Punjab 
terrorism, indeed his j[roup had virtu^ 
swept P^ab, taking nine of ffK 13 Lok 
Sabha seats, not so much by popularity as 
by terror. Leaders with much greater ex¬ 
perience and political standing i&e Prakash 
Singh Badal had been relegated to the 
background. Mann loomed larger than life 



Raising the cry for Khalistan 
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Mann and wife with oiw-time supporter Ram Jethmalani: Betrayal 






over Pu^b. 

So swift and smooth was his assumption 
of the AkaK command that it seemed only 
natural that V.P. Singh, himself new to 
Prime Ministership, went straight to Mann 
when he approached the Punjab problem, 
bypassing the likes of Prakash Singh Bad- 
al, Gurcharan Singh Tohra and Surjeet 
Sing^ Bamala. Jethmalani, Mann’s 
lawyer and Janata Dal member of the Rajya 
Sabha, acted go-between and V.P. Singh 
had two rounds of talks with Mann, one in 
Ludhiana and the other in New Delhi. But 
even before the negotiations could get off 
the ^ound, Mann had pronounced his lack 
of faith in the new Prime Minister. "Even 
V.P. Singh is not serious about solving the 
Punjab problem," he declared soon after 
returning to Punjab after the second round 
of talks. “The government of India is not 
interested in @ving the Sjkh people jus¬ 
tice, it is not interested in giving us our 
due." 

Mann’s sudden turnabout—it finaOy led, 
among other things, to a break in his close 
relationship with Jethmalani who charged 
han with betrayal—was not entirely sur¬ 
prising for iw was just beginning to feel his 
way around the murky politics of Punjab 
and the iotial signals he got from the 
Pakistan-based Pandiic committee mili¬ 
tants were warning signals; the aeation of 
Khalistan, and nothing else, had to be the 
basis for taOcs with tl» Centre. Mann, at 
that stage was perhaps not prepared to go 
so far for he had not consolidated himself 


politically but neither could he afford to 
earn the wrath of the militants. He pulled a 
nebulous facade over his politics and shel¬ 
tered in It. 

This was a period of confounding, often 
ludicrous, bgic and unmitigated doubles¬ 
peak. He was "always open" for talks with 


Mann comes from one of 
the most prosperous and 
politicised families in 
Punjab and his father, 
SardarJoginder Singh 
Mann, was one of the first 
to raise the demand for 
secession. He had to be 
mollified with the 
Speakership of the Punjab 
Assembly, and later, the 
position of 3 minister. But 
quite obviously, he had 
passed on his dream to his 
son 





the Centre and at the same time emphasis* 
ing the “futility of holding talks"; he was 
decrying, albeit guardedly, “senseless vio¬ 
lence" and at the same time attending 
bhog ceremonies of terrorists; he was call¬ 
ing for Assembly elections in Puiyab and at 
the same time quoting this international 
convention and that to justify holding talks 
with the government in Geneva or 
Washington; he was criticising Badal and 
Tohra from the platform and surreptitious¬ 
ly seeking to build bridges with them. 

AH that kept people guessing about 


{ Mann for a while but it did not help. Within 
ei^t montiis of his near-eu[Hwric return 
f to Amritsar from Bhagalpur jail, he had 
I reached his nadir. Prone to rash state¬ 
ments and behaviour and untrained in the 
treacherous, scheming ways of AkaU poli¬ 
tics, Mann had lost the support of most of 
his MPs and a large faction of lus party as 
weO. Baba Joginder Singh had withdrawn 
to the background, leaving the reins of the 
UAD in Mann’s hands but he could not 
keep the party together. Rajdev Singh, 
one of Mann's close associates and Akali 
MP, broke away to form a splinter group. 
Atinder Pal Sin^, another party MP who 
had worked in tandem with Mann during 
the post-Bluestar pre-assassination days 
and had been simMy charged with con- 
spiraQT to kill Mrs Gandhi, too, fell away, 
deriding the "va^eness” of Mann’s poli¬ 
tics and his “inabikty to deliver the goods". 
Bimal Khalsa, yet another MP and widow 
of Beant Singh, one of the assassins of 
Mrs Gandhi, also cooled off towards Mann 
. and stopped addressing public meetings 
with him. He himself did not have a voice 
in Parliament for he had refused to take 
oath because the rules did not permit him 
to carry his thcee-foot-long sword into the 
House. Mann also knew that neither Badal 
nor the wily Gurcharan Singh Tohra saw 
eye to eye with him. As a result, his 
isolation was near complete. 

I t was during this period that Mann de¬ 
cided to ch^ out a clearer course for 
himself and began building stronger con¬ 
tacts with the Pakistan-based Panthic 
committees, particularly the two influential 
ones head^ by Dr Sohan Singh and Gur- 



I When Bhindranwaie took 
over the DamdamiTaksal 
and launched his campaign 
in the early Eighties, Mann, 
an IPS officer, was senior 
superintendent of police in 
Faridkot. His colleagues in 
the service stili remember 
how Bhindranwaie captured 
Mann’s imagination and 
how he made no secret of 
his fascination for the mai} 
he already considered a 
saint 



bachan Singh Manochahal. His message to 
them was clear: he would dither nt> more 
about asking for Khalistan. It is evident 
that Mann got a positive response, at least 
from the iiSuential Panthic committees of 
Dr Sohan Singh, for he has been imblicly 
supported by them on several occasions in 
recent weeks. Mann, in turn, has ex¬ 
tended total support to Panthic committee 
diktats—particularly the codes of conduct 
for social behaviour and the media—^and 
defended killings by terrorist groups. In¬ 
deed, Mann bestows upon the terrorists 
all the honour and dignity of freedom filt¬ 
ers, as do moderate Akali leaders like 
Badal, who surprised many at the Jor Mela 
Akali cortference on December 25 by re¬ 
sorting to full-blooded militant rhetonc and 
going so far as to say, “We have to justify 
the militants’ cause. TTiey have achieved in 
a few hours’ time what we could not 
achieve in years of struggle.” 

Getting Badal and Tohra and indeed 
Bamala’s Longowal Akali Dal, to accept 
his leadersfap has been a great political 
victory for Mann and could prove porten¬ 
tous as far as New Delhi is concerned. 
Ironically, the unity of Akali factions under 
the Mann umbrella was brought about 
through the efforts of Prime Minister 
Chmifra Shekhar and the Deputy Prime 
Minister Devi Lai. Badal has had a long¬ 
standing personal friendship with both and 
it is believed that it was the Prime Minis¬ 
ter who persuaded Badal to accept Mann’s 
leadership in the hope of outflanking the mili¬ 
tants. If Mann could be given the support 
of Badal's political base, the calculation 
went, he could be given the confidence to 
break away from the terrorist/militant ele¬ 
ments and could, at a later stage, confront 
them. Mann was only too happy to wel¬ 
come Badal and Tohra (who stepped down 
from the SGPC presidentship in the in¬ 
terests of unity but packed the new com¬ 
mittee with his own men) as he was look¬ 
ing for consolidation. Badal and Tohra had 
their compulsions; against the backdrop of 
rising militancy and at a time when the 
government itself appeared to be giving in 
to them, they too were looking to gain 
some credibility with the militants, for 
reasons of safety, if nothing else. Mann 
provided an ideal platform. 

The unity deal was clinched at the Burail 
jail near Chandigarh where both Badal and 
Tohra been interned in the last week of 
November. Mann, who too had been 
arrested, was brought specially by the 
government from Patiala jail to meet Badal 
and Tohra. 

The hope, quite obviously, is that 
together Badal and Tohra be able to 
swamp die mifitants among the Akalis. But 
dien, the real heavywei^ts in Punjab are 
the gunmen of the Panthic committee and 
wfil they—or their current public face cal¬ 
led Simraiqeet Singh Mann—allow tliis? ■ 
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What’s in a Name? 


I remember the time when 1 
was dragged off to see the 
just bom of my friend. ITte 
hospital room was fuD of un¬ 
cles, aunts, cousins, bouquets 
of flowers, boxes of chocolates 
and the dazed husband of my 
friend, who was making his de¬ 
but in fatherhood.' And there 
was the star of the show. A 
teeny, bald, pink bundle on the 
bed beside my proud friend, 
eyes squinted against the light. 
It let out a little squeal. "Oh, 
doesn't it sound musical,” 
gushed a fat woman from the 
to side, “We must give her a 
famous singer’s name.” 1 near¬ 
ly threw the armchair at her. 

That little squeal sounded 
more like a pathetic protest. 
Nobody had bothered to ask 
her if she was interested in 
being popped out from her 
comfortable 10-month home 
into a strange planet and get 



Ask that to the guy 
named 


stared at by a bunch of ogres. 
"What name are you going to 
give her.^” someone asked. 
The hapless, trussed-up mis¬ 
sionary surrounded by lip- 
licking cannibals wanting to 
know “How shall we have him.^ 
Fried, sqrambled or boiled?" 
might have been in the same 
position as the tiny, bald, pink 
bundle. 

Sometimes names can be a 
life sentence delivered on us 
for no fault of ours. I remem¬ 
ber in my boys-only school, I 
had a classmate doomed with 
the name Seethalakshmi; 


either tJje astrologers had mis¬ 
read the stars 6r his parents 
were too bashful to peer at his 
vital parts to determine his 
sex. They probably flipped a 
coin. Anyway, poor Seethalak- 
shrai had a torrid time from iis, 
as you can imagine. He bore it 
all with a dreamy smile. Seeth¬ 
alakshmi was a philosopher in 
the making. 

Other times, names seem 
like pranks played by parents. 
A Tamil odd-job-boy in my 
grandfather's farm had a birth 
certificate name of Mookkan. 
Translated it’s “the man with 
the nose.” I do remember that 
I spent quite a bit of my holi¬ 
days there studying Mook- 
kan’s profile from all angles. 
Even now, 1 don’t recall any¬ 
thing about his nose that could 
compare remotely with the 
celebrated beaks of folks like 



I Cleopatra, Charles de Gaulle 
Bill Lawry or Asterix. And by 
the tune he reached manhood, 
Mookkan was so fed up of 
being a sort of a local toimst 
attraction that he changed his 
name to a far less spectacular 
'Mohan'. 

Some people have lent their 
names to distinct sorts of hu¬ 
man behaviour. Like the Mar¬ 
quis de Sade and sadism for 
instance. But Satan in his Hiss 
and Tell Memoirs begs to dif¬ 
fer. Says the Devil, “It’s not 
the Marquis de Bade but the 
pop singer Sade who is behind 
the origin of the word ‘sadism’. 
Have you ever heard her sing? 
She inflicts more pain and 
punishment than he ever did." 

In this era of glasnost, peo¬ 
ple have freely broken the hold 
of the tyranical parents- 
imposed names. Ronald 
Reagan, for instance, also 
goes down in history as 'The 
Gipper,’ 'The Mannequin’ and 
for Ws final days at the WWte 
House, ‘The Lamt Duck’, 
George Bush's immediate fii- 
ture is being watched with 
great interest. Especially now 
that he’s being given hell for 
his campaign “Read my bps— 
no new taxes” bravado. 

Like most of us who grew 
up on Tintin comics, 1 used to 
be a great admirer of captain 
Haddock’s talent in changing 
the names of people he didn't 
like. The changes ranged from 
‘baby-snatchers’, 'filbbusters', 
‘pirates’ to even ‘ectoplasms’, 
‘hydrocarbons’. 

The most enterprising name 
changes in our country must 
be tto South Indian film indus¬ 
try. There they have sirens 
romping on the screen to 
names Iflte ‘Silk Smitha’ 'Nylex 
Nalini’, 'Disco Shanti’. 

Just the other day, I was 
mildly startled to hear from re¬ 
liable sources that, one of the 
editors in another paper, 
whose job is to decide whether 
the bilge I produce is printable 
or not, has taken a strong dis¬ 
like to me because of my 
name. I haven’t yet bad the 
honour of meeting the gentle¬ 
man. In fact, I don’t even know 
his name. But I’ll bet my only 
shirt that it isn’t Jeeves, Bertie 
Wooster or Ukridge. Oh, what 
the dickens, what’s in a name? 
ftmltli 
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NAIM RANJAN SARKAR (1882-1953) 


An eminent public person, 
industrialist and economist, 
Nalini Ranjan Sarkar led a life 
full of activity, contributing to 
the political and economic re¬ 
generation of India, liis asso¬ 
ciations with S.N. Banerjea, 
Gandhi, Tagore, & R. Das, 
Motilal Nehni and Tej Bahadur 
Sapru helped him to develop 
his ideas on nationalism and 
economic freedom. Although 
he disliked the British Raj, he 
was not against the British in 
general and was, in fact, close 
to a number of them. He vi¬ 
sited England in 1936 on a 
business trip and 12 years la¬ 
ter toured the I >K and the t'S 
with the Indian Industnal Mis 
sion. 

Sarkar was boni in 
Mymensmgh (now in Bang¬ 
ladesh). He had his schooling 
in Saijura and Dhaka before 
going on tojagannath College, 
also in Dhaka, and City Col¬ 
lege He was .-i Fellow of Cal¬ 
cutta University Si-nate 
(1934). member ol i;he Court 
of the University of Dacca 
(1940-41), president of t he 
Pi esidency College 
governing body (1942), ^ 

pro-chancellor of - - 


Delhi University (1941-42) and 
vice-president of the National 
Council of Education, Bengal 
(1945-53). 

Sarkar joined the anti- 
Partition movement in 1905-06 
and later the noii-ccxiperation 
movement m 1920. .A follower 
of non-violence, he was a lead¬ 
er of the Swarajya Party and 
also Ae Bengal Provin¬ 
cial Confess Committee. Be¬ 
tween 1920 and 1928 he was a 
member of the Bengal L^sla- 
tive Council and became the 
thief whip of the Swarajya Par¬ 
ty. With A.K. Faziul Haq he 
organised the Knshak Praja 
Party and became finance 
minister in the Haq ministry. 

In 1939 Sarkar finally resigned 
from the cabinet and joined the 
Victory's Executive Council 
(1941-42), which he subse¬ 
quently quit in protest against 
Mahatma (iandhi's arrest. In 
1947 he joined Dr B.C. Roy’s 
cabinet as finance minister. He 
retired from politics in 19,52. 

Sarkar's talents in com- 
mene and industry were ikj 


less: he was president of the 
Hindusthan Cooperative Insur¬ 
ance Society and took a leading 
part in sponsoring several in¬ 
surance houses, building 
societies, glass works and 
heavy chemical units. He was 
also president of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and Industry, and chair¬ 
man of the Indian (Council of 
Technical Education. Besides. 
Sarkar was a member of the 
Central Banking Enquiry Com¬ 
mittee, Centraljute Commit¬ 
tee, Railway Retrenchment 
Committee, Board of Income- 
tax Referees and was a dele¬ 
gate to Ihe Indo-Japanese 
Trade Conference (1923) and 
a commissioner of Port Trust. 

The sketch below shows 
Sarkar’s residence at 2.37 
Acharva Jagadish Chandra 
Bose lioad in central Calcutta. 
The building now houses the 
Security Control Office of the 

^ Calcutta Police. 

n r— 

Kishi Aurobindo 
1 bom here. 
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THE ARTS 


I n a small, dank room in the 
heart of this bustling metro¬ 
polis a uni^e talent has flo¬ 
wered. as ewdent from the in¬ 
tricate 'bamboo portraits' now 
on display at the Academy of 
Fine Arts. 

Ashim Kumar Si (50), 
whose creative mind and nim¬ 
ble fingers crafted the ex¬ 
hibits, IS an employee of 
Fricewater House, with no 
arti.stic training whatsoever. A 
couple of years ago, he came 
across a local craftsman work¬ 
ing with bamboo bark. 
Although the result was far 
from perfect, the idea cap¬ 
tured his imagination com¬ 
pletely. He returned to his 
one-room flat and with the en¬ 
couragement of his family, set 
out to try his hand at recreat¬ 
ing the city’s landmarks with 
bamboo filings on a plywood 
base. 

"The first task was to mus¬ 
ter 100 per cent concentration 
and infinite patience,” says Si, 
while chiselling a piece of sea- 



With his complete lack of 
formal training, our artist set 
out with a very basic set of 
apparatus: a hacksaw, a chisel, 
a knife and a pair of scissors. 
His material too, was simple— 
black chart paper to paste on 


because this renaers ii moie 
flexible and gives it a certain 
glint. A "heat treatment” later 
lends the “circular effect” and 
results in the three- 
dimensional "optical iDusion”. 

Si began work on his por¬ 


trait—the Victoria Memorial— 
in August 1989. He based his 
efforts on the picture of the 
building in an Air India calen¬ 
dar. Belur Math took the 
longest to complete (50 days) 
was subsequently picked up 
from an Anandamela cover, 
while the rest was modeUed on 
picture postcards. Si is quick 
to demur to the word "model” 
and insists that while he en¬ 
deavours to depict both prop¬ 
ortion and dimension, his work 
is actually a portrait and not a 
model by any account. The en¬ 
tire “picture” is worked to 
scale. 



AsMm Kumar Si 


has found a 
model way 
^captunng some 
of Calcutta’s 
best-known 
landmarks 


BEAUTIES IN 


Photographs: Kishor 
Roy Choudhury 


soned bamtxK). The usual dis¬ 
tractions of the television and 
his children’s voices were easi¬ 
ly surmounted, "because 1 was 
totally engrossed in my work 
once I started,” he says. On 
weekdays, he returns from 
office around 6.30 pm and 
promptly turns to his engrav¬ 
ing, labounng over every pain¬ 
staking detail till 11 pm. 
Weekends are spent entirely 
on this new pursuit. 

The scene at his 36, Doctor 
Lane flat near Wellesley is 
quite routme. Si's septuagena¬ 
rian mother, Kanaklata, fondly 
watches her son at work. She 
has been his primar>’ source of 
inspiration. "It was her desire 
to see Belur Math captured in 
bamboo before her death that 
made me complete the por¬ 
trait, and 1 felt even more gra¬ 
tified by her joy. " Every por¬ 
trait is created with the 
minutest care, every tiny motif 
is included. Si’s nephew, who 
lives with him, is also a big 
help, lending a hand with the 
cutting and pasting at times. 


the plywood, some Dendrite 
and his bamboo chips. He pre¬ 
fers to use bamboo that has 
drifted down rivers and is, 
thereby, naturally seasoned. 


Ashim Si with his mother, Kaaaklata 


BAMBOO 
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The Victoria Memorial in bamboo 


In the case of the High 
Court, Si took actual measure¬ 
ments because it was impossi¬ 
ble to get a photograph of the 
entire structure due to ob¬ 
struction ^ trees and other 
objects. The latest in the 
series is the Nakhoda mos¬ 
que—Si felt it was apt that his 
earlier attempts to portray the 
Dakshineswar Kali temple and 
St Paul's Cathedral should be 
complemented with a mosque 
against the topical backdrop of 
communal violence. The 
mosque lias been one of his 
most complex efforts, taking 
nearly 5() ^ys to complete. 

Si has also embarked on a 
portrait of tlie Birla Planetar¬ 
ium, on a .30-inrh by 20-inch 


board. Most of the pieces are 
of a smaller size, except the 
Shahid Minar (24 inch by 15 
inch) and the Writer’s Build¬ 
ings (36 inch by 22 inch). He 
has also completed the GPO, 
which has a rather unusual 
facade, for it includes side 
wing as well. Most of the por¬ 
traits required over a month to 
complete. 

And does his family not mind 
the mess his hobby entails? Si 
proudly confesses: “No, they 
could, but don’t. ITiey have 
been of more help tlwn I can 
ever explain, and most toler¬ 
ant, considering the limited 
space in which I live and 
work.” 

Dabbing in bambcHi filings is 


GPO, Calcutta 



St Paul’s Cathedral 


Belur Math 



quite common in a tropical 
country like ours. Crude crea¬ 
tions abound, which is why Si 
is careful to achieve the max¬ 
imum degree of perfection. 
And working as he does with 
strong adhesive, there is little 
room for error, for the slight¬ 
est flaw results in the entire 
effort going to waste- - hours 
of lalxiur go pat into the trash 
can. 

With such a remarkable can¬ 
vas, it is unlikely that buyers 
will be far away. Si admits to 
having liad offers for his por¬ 
traits. “But I want to wait for 
the exhibit to be over,” he 
says. And judging by the re¬ 
sponse of the spectators at the 
West Gallery over the past 
week (the exhibition ends 
tomorrow evening), there 
should be no cause for despair. 


Sudipta Bhanaclurjee 





































AROUND THE WORLD 


K uwaitis on the run pour into 
Dhahran and its neighbouring cities 
in Saudi Arabia at a rate of 20U to 
300 a day. their Mercedes-Benzes, 
BMWs and four-wheel-drive Range Rov¬ 
ers piled high with suitca.ses. 

'ITie 100,000-plus Kuwaiti exiles in 
Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province are 
among the richest of the world’s more than 
1.5 million refugees. In the months since 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 
they have streamed across the heavily 
fortified Saudi border north of here, over¬ 
flowing luxury hotels and aiMrtment build¬ 
ings and creating a miniboom in the 
depressed kxal economy. 

All told, more than three laidi Kuwaitis 
have 5ed to Saudi Arabia, according to 
officials of the Kuwaiti govemment-in- 
exiJe here. 'Thousands more are in neigh- 


Steve Raymer reports 




into Saudi Arabia 


Photographs: Steve Raymer 

bouniig Bahrain, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates---in all, nearly one-half of 
Kuwait’s pre-war native population of ab¬ 
out «25,000. 

Many appear resigned to a long stay in 
exile that may strain the bonds of desert 
hospitality and Arab brotherhixxl, say 
Saudis involved in the relief effort. "They 
are our Arab brothers, so what can we 
do?” asks a Saudi official of a major oil 
company who speaks on tfie condition of 
anonymity. “But their arrogance and 
wealth .still grate on us.’’ 

At the Al-Gosaibi Hotel, one of three 
five-star hotels tliat are packed with re¬ 
cent arrivals from Kuwait, a while Rolls- 
Royce convertible discharges its affluent 



Some of the more than 300,000 exiled Kuwaitis in Saudi Arabia, 
such as these two men and a child, spend their time in five-star 
hotels in Dhahran. Generously supported by their government, 
the well-heeled refugees are provided with apartments and 
living allowances. Some brought their own servants 


passengers. Many Kuwaiti women entrust 
their babies to Thai and Filipino maids who 
escaped with them. The maids walk the 
hotel corridors and lobbies with the plump 
infants tucked under their arms. 

“In our country, really, we have every¬ 
thing,” a veiled mother of two in her early 
'2(ls complains. “Living in a place that is 
not your own is not easy.” 
j. To ease the discomfort the Kuwait 
treasury, through its investment arm in 
London, stakes the new arrivals in Saudi 
Arabia to a week in a prish hotel, then 
0 ves them a $1,300 furniture allowance, 
about $500 a month for rent and a monthly 
living allowance of about $700 for a family 
of four. 
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passing the time in the privacy of all-male 
or all-female (noups called diwanin In 
search of fatmly and fhends they page 
through the daily lists of new arrivals tltat 
are posted in hotel lobbies. 

Some Kuwaiti women busy themselves 
running kindergartens that have b«H*n set 
up in apartment hallways and arc fes- 
tootted with drawuigs of Kuwait's ruler, 
Sheik Jaber Al-Sabah. And some Kuwaitis 
work for their governinent-in-exile. Not all 
of them have an easy time of it, as Kwad, 
3<), an English speaking official of the 
Kuwait Information Office in Dhahran, 
testifies. 

“I have to keep hold of myself through 
work," says Ewad, a banker who was on 
vacation in Germany with his wife and 
daughter when the Iraqis struck his coun- 


Kuwaiti volunteers In basic combat training run a gauntlet of 
stick'Wieiding non-commissioned officers of the Kuwaiti army 
at a camp in eastern Saudi Arabia. Backed by US special forces 
and civilian instructors, remnants of the Kuwaiti army and air 
force are regrouping in their neighbouring country 




Running from their Iraqi-occupied country, Kuwaitis cross into 
SauiU Arabia at a rate of 200 to 300 a day, often arriving in 
luxury cars, such as this Rolls-Royce parked outside a 
refugee-filled hotel in Dhahran. The influx of wealthy Kuwaitis 
has created a small economic boom in some Saudi cities 


Before the August invasion, the World 
Bank ranked Kuwait as one of the world’s 
15 wealthiest countries—-largely because 
of its oil reserves and investments—with a 
yearly income averaging about $1.3,4(X) a . - 
person. Some economists, factoring in the 
large numbers of low-paid foreign workers 
who do menial jobs, say the figure for 
Kuu^tis alone should be considerably 

With oil reserves of at least 90 billion ^ 
barrels Kuwait has invested its riches in 
everything from chains of filling stations in 
Europe to resort developments and a ■ 
raifroad in the United States. yi v- ' ' ' 

Most exiled Kuwaitis here spend their 
days visiting Saudi friends, shopping or 




try. Now a son is left behind in Kuwait 
City with grandparents, and Ewad’s wife is 
on the verge of an emotional breakdown, 
he says. Fearing Iraqi reprisals, Ewad 
insists his family name not be printed. His 
a|)aitment, built by the government but 
never occupied during Saudi Arabiifs oil- 
fueled boom of the 1980s, is furnished with 
low. cushioned sofas favoured in Arab 
countries, a television, a video cassette 
recorder and assorted German and US- 
made kitchen appliances. 

The Kuwait Infonnation Office has hired 
a Washington-based public-relation*; linn 
to ensure that the hundreds of foreign 
newsmen reporting from Saudi Arabia 
receive a constant stream of material on 
everything from Iraqi atrocities to the 
Kuwaiti air force in training. 









TIIL TODAY, THIS INSPIRED PIECE 
OF DESIGN HAS 

REQUIRED NO IMPROVEMENTS. 




NBTHERHASTIIK 


he other day, the man from 
yi, Continental Aktiengesellschaft 


4 ' 


'5l<; was here. 

■t:v' 

; Stem, hawk-eyed and 
' ;. i, very German, he earns his 
living solely by designing cat tyres for 
Mercedes Benz. 


He took one long look (a full six hours 
by our watch) at the R'90 and, 
uncharacteristically, broke into a grin. 

The R'90 had come through with flying 
colours. 


There wasn't one air bubble in evidence, 
not a single hairline crack. Tlie contours 
were perfect. The sipes even more so. 



The square-shouldered design gave the You’re right. He said exactly what lakhs 
R'90 a distinct air of confidence, of quiet of car-owners have always believed about 

strength. The grooves, set deep, promised a the R-90. 
stronger grip at high speeds over rain-swept ^ n,jracle'” 

highways and dusty, winding country roads. 


When, fittally, the man 
from Continental test-drove 
on the R-90, what did 
he have to say? 


nsa E XEC UTIVE 

A mURACLE OF DESIGN. 







MttKjr KinMltf rofagM* bave escaped tP SmmU Arid>k 
^UpiiMtauiid&.«i ud tbese two mothers te • Ugb’iiw 
aputment to Ohahran. where the maids are caring for their 
infants. Geaeroualy suosldlsed, exiled Kuwaitis Me among the 
wealthiest irf the wotld’s more than tS miHhm ref ogees 


To help convince world opinion that 
Kuwait IS a country and cause worth djing 
for, the Kovemnient-in-exile has hired 
seven international public-relations firms. 
The largest of them, Hill & Knowiton Inc. 
of New York, packages pages of fact 
sheets, video cassettes and photographs 
on such topics as Kuwait’s “top gun” 
fighter pilots, who re^larly are available 
for interviews alongside their aging A-4 
Skyhawks. emblazoned with the slogan, 
“Free Kuwait". 

Most of the Kuwaiti air force escaped m 
the first hours of the Iraqi invasion and is 
training today under US and Saudi super¬ 
vision. 

Some young male Kuwaiti refugees 
, .Jiave vc'lunteered for military training at a 
basB'^jfi eastern Saudi Arabia run by 


remnants of the Kuwaiti army and by US 
Special Forces. 

At a desert camp about 600 Kuwaiti 
youths are being trained for house-to- 
house street fighting by Kuwaiti army 
officers. The 30-days course is heavy on 
military drill and martial arts, but some 
recruits say they have yet to fire their G-3 
rifles after three weeks of training. 

Col Saadi Faleh, camp commander, calls 
the trainees “civil guards” who may be 
sent to the Saudi-Kuwaiti border. About 
l.(XX) members of Kuwait’s former army 
are now on the “front lines, ” says Faleh, a 
veteran of the 1973 Arab-Israeli war. 

Fearful that Kuwaiti pilots might touch 
off a war with an attack on Iraqi positions, 
the Saudi Ministry of Defence does not 
allow armed training missions by the “Free 
Kuwait" air force, according to American 


advisers at an air base in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. 

The US, British, French and Saudi 
pilots regularly fly combat air patrols 
armed with air-to-air missiles and cannons. 
“We don’t want to ignite a war unless it’s 
firm everybody is ready,” says Lt Col 
Abdulla Sultan, 40, deputy operations 
officer of the Kuwaiti detachment. “If we 
Ignite it and everybody is relaxed, they 
might turn against us.” 

For now the relatively relaxed atmos¬ 
phere keeps Dhahran’s shopping malls and 
supermarkets brimming vrith Kuwaiti re- 
^gees. 

Across the 15-mile King Fahd Cause¬ 
way in nearby Bahrain an American- 
educated businessman surveys the 
raucous scene after his Kuwaiti cousins 
arrive at lus apartment with tales of horror 
and tons of belongings. "They’re my 
relatives,” he says, "so 1 have to put up 
with them.” 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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Gourd and 
Marrow 
Vegetable 

Curry 

B ecause of their annoying simplicity the 
humble gourds and marrows have 
always been looked down upon. Many 
members of my family as well as friends 
have turned up their noses at the mere 
mention of their name. Yet they can be 
converted into some of the most elusive 


British 

Metric 

Ingredients 

American 

2J.to 

1 kg 

gourds and marrows, 
any kirxl 

21 lb 

7 02(11 cups) 

200g 

ghee 

1 cup 

1 pt (2 cups) 

300 ml 

water 

11 cups 

singo'try masala i 

1 tsp 

3.75 g 

mustard seed (small) 

1 tsp 

singa-fry masala 2 

1 tsp 

2.75 g 

nigella {kalonji) 

1 tsp 

1 tsp 

4.25 g 

fenugreek seed 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

6g 

coriander powder 

1 tbsp 

1 tbsp 

6g 

chilli powder 

1 tbsp 

25 

25 

curry leaves 

25 

itbsp 

5g 

turmeric powder 

Itbsp 

follow'Up masala 

6 

6 green chillies, slit lengthwise 

6 

2 tsps 

lOg 

salt, to taste 

2 tsps 

durlng*cook1ng masala (ersamsd In bisndsr) 

6 

6 

yolk of eggs 

6 

11 02 

300g 

yoghurt 

11 cups 

1 tsp 

5g 

sugar 

1 tsp 

itbsp 

3.5 g 

cornflour 

Itbsp 


but detectable meals, a derivative from the 
Southern and (iujarati kitchens. Here is 
one of them, a favourite with vegetarians. 

Gourds and marrows of any kmd, includ¬ 
ing squash, may be used here. Zucchini 
( tori) and courgetts, mav also be in¬ 
cluded. 

Serves 4-5 

Cookmg Time: 30-35 minu.es 


I Method 


'Fhe gourds and marrows should be 
peeled and cut into squares, rectangles, 
oblongs and thick juliennes. Keep aside. 

Cream the yoghurt and yolk of eggs, 
sugar and cornflour in a blender fur 10-20 
seconds and keep aside. 

Bring ghee to high heat. Add the 
singe-fry masala 1. When it splutters add 
singe-try’ masala 2 and after a few seconds 
of stirring add the cut gourds and stir to' 
for 5-8 minutes. Add the folluw-up masala 
and stir fr>’ for a minute or two, take oft 
the heat. Add water, bring to boil and cimk 
for 10-15 minutes till the extra water has 
evaporated. Take off from heat and add 
the during cooking masala slowly and stir. 
When properly mbced, simmer on moder¬ 
ate heat for 10-15 minutes .stimiig now 
and then till the ghee appears on the top 
and the vegetables are done, llie con¬ 
sistency should be creamy. Check salt. 
Add the fiiushing masala and turn off the 
heat. 

Transfer to a white serving bowl and 
add the garnish masala. 

Serve with fluffy boiled nce. 

NOTE: If asafoetida is not available or is 
not agreeable, substitute by 1 teaspoon (5 
ml) of garlic through press. 
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SUNl'OMON HJf.S >':’VVF:D ’HURS;:-: i Hi.>‘,sAr 


7 DAYS 


Afl iitfarmation given 
on Uu»«e pages is 
aceurate atthe time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Baaghi: Paradise (Bentinck 
Street; 285442)—4 shows 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Nagtna are the lead pair. The film 
is directed by [teepak Shivdasam 
and the musir is by Anand Milind. 

• Bahaar Aane Tak: New Cine¬ 
ma (Lenin Sarani; 270147)—4 
shows. 

A musical romance, starring 
Kupa Ganguly, Siimeet Saigal, 


Navin Nischal, Tanq Shah and 
Moon Moon Sen. ITic film is 
directed by Tariq Shah and the 
music is by Rajesh Roshan. 

• Ekdin Achanak; Nandan (AJC 
Bose Road)—3, 6 

A Mrinal Sen film, starring 
Shreeram Lagoo, Shabana Azmi, 
Apama Sen, Rupa Ganguly, Anil 
Chatteijee and Arjun Chakraborty. 

• Kanoon Ki Zanjeer: Majestic 
(Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
242266)—4 -shows. 

Uhannendra, Jaya Prada, Kaj 
Babbar, Swapna, Anupam Kher, 
Iftckar, Prceti Sapru and Om Shiv- 
puri are the chief attractions. The 
film IS directed by P. lakshman 
and the musir is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal. 

• Pyar Ka Devta: Roxy 
(Chowringhee Place; 284138), 



1 


)A/| 


Salman Khan and Chandni in Sanam Bewafa 


Michael Douglas and Charlie Sheen in Wall Street 
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Jagat (Acharya Prafiilla Chandra 
Road; 3&5108). littara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 5.52200), lYiya (Rashbehan 
Avenqe; 4(54440), Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 250437), Malanrha 
(Regent Park). 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
music by Laionikant Pyarelal, (he 
film stars Mithun Chakraborty, 
Madhuri Dixit, Rupa Ganguly, 
Shakti Kapoor, Moushumi Chat- 
teijee and Kader Khan. 

• Sanam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banenee Road; 242(564), Grace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 391090), 
Indira (liidra Roy Road; 471757), 
Khanna (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road; 552932), Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551133). Naaz (Lower 
Chitpur Road; 277273), Alochhaya 
(Beliaghata Main Road; 355059), 
Madhuban (Regent Park). 

A love story interspersed with 
actions, the film stars Salman Khan 
and debutante Ciiaudni. Ollu-rs 
co-starring are new find Kanrhan, 
Puneet Issar, Pankaj Dheer, Dan¬ 
ny and Pran. The film is du'ectei| 
by Saawan Kumar and the mu.sic is 
by Maliesh-Kishor. 

• Shiva: Orient (Bentinck Street, 
281917)—11.4.5, 2.45, 5.4.5. 8.45. 

A film by Ramgopal Varma, star¬ 
ring Nagaijuna as Shiva. Also in 
the cast are Amala, Raghuvaran, 
Paresh Rawal and Girija Shankar 

• Thanedaar: Elite (S.N. Baner- 
jee Road: 241383)—4 shows. 

Directed by Raj Sippy, the film 
stars Jeetentfra, Java Prada. Sun- 
jay Dutl and Madhuri Dudt. The 
musk is by Bappi Lahiri. 


Bengali Film'. 


• Ahankaar; Sree (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni; 551^15), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road: 478^), Ragini (Bc- 
liajdiata Main Road; 363264)—3 
shows. 

Directed by Srikanta Cuba Tha- 
kuna and with musk by R.D. 





































Jogita Chandran 


Burman, the mam cast comprises 
I’asenju. Delwshree Roy, Utpal 
Dutt. K.ali Bailerjee. Anup Kumar. 
Souniitr.T and Kaniit Mullick 


Spoc i;il K\ eiit's 


20 January onwards: 3 inn-8 
pm 

An exhibition of early drawings 
and sketches of Abanindranath Ta* 
gore, tl January 30. 

At Chitrdtoot Art Gallery (55 
Gariahat Road; 755314). 

20 January: 4.30 pm 
Calcutta Malayalee Association 
'esents a Bharata Natyam recital 
Jogita Chandran and the 
Malayal^ drama, Putbiya Pura' 
mm (direction; Parakode .Sasi). 

AtVidya Mandir (Mmra Street; 
446420). 

20 & 27 January: 0 pm 

Anamika will stage the Hindi 
toy. Is Paar Us Paar, directed by 
4ohit Sukla. The cast includes 
Yama Shroff, Bimal Lath. Nidhi 
Coomer, Ajay Mishra, Sunita Sen- 




pb 

Ml 


gupta and Partiutiit Mishra. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

21 January: 0.30 pm 

The Welfare Centre for the 
Mentally Hj^K&apped presents a 
solo ifaithak recital by Anata Dutt. 

At Kala Mandir (48 
Shakespeare Sarani; 449086). 
22*25 January: 10.30 am-4 
ina 

The Progressive Educational 
Techniques Society will organise a 
progranune on innovative teaching 
methods with special emphasis on 
micro teaching. 

At USIS Auditorium (38 Chowr- 
inghee Road). 

23 January: 6.30 pm 

Padatik presents the comedy 
play, Bibion Ka Madarsa, directed 
oy Shyamanand Jalan. The cast in¬ 
cudes Shako Khw, Pradip Roy, 






■.ii'Hyw' 


Amita Dutt 

Shampa Gliosh, Neetii Khilnani, 
B.M. Hada, Anm Sharma, Raju 
Khatnani and Semi Ahmed. 

At Cyan Manch. 


NOTE: All arrival and dapairturatipaa am for Calcutta. Piguraa In brackats 
denote the dayc« 1 bolng llopday. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep (2) AI-101 at 0230, 
Bombay-Calcutta-BangKok- 
Tokyo: Art (5) AI-306 at 1915. 
Dep (5) AI-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 1910, 
Dep (6) AI-309 at 2025 
London-Delhi-Calcutta; A:r (7) 
AI-132 1326 at 1230 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Calcuttar Arr. 
(4|. SU-5.37 al 1625 

’ Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
Dep (a) SU-53e at 1825 

* Moscow-Tashkont-Karachl- 
Calcutta-Hanol: Arr (2). SU-541 
at 0755, Dep (2) SU-541 al 0905 

" Hanoi-Calcutta-Karachl* 
Tashfcent-Moscow: Arr (2) SU- 
.542 at 1755; Dep 12). SU-542 at 
1905, 

Calcutta-Amman; Oep (5). RJ- 
185 at 0630 

Amman-Calcutta; Arr (4). FiiJ-184 
at 0800 

Calcutta-SIngapore: Dep (2) 
SQ-416 all 130 and Dep (4), SQ- 
420 at 1310 

Singapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4) SQ-420a! 
1210 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep (2, 4, 7). 
IC-731 al 0900, Dep (1, 3, 6). TG- 
314 al 1355 


Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr (2. 4. 7): 
IC-732 at 1500; Arr, (1. 3, 6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2, 4, 
6. 7). IC-747 at 1600; Dep, (1. 5). 
nA-214 at 1530. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta; Arr. (2.4.6 
7). IC-748 al 1930; Arr, (1. 5)- RA- 
213 at 1430. 

Catcutta-Ohaka: Oep. (1,3,5); IC- 
723 at 1340, Dep. (6). IC-723 at 
1240, Dep (daily); BG-092 at 1150 
and BG-098 at 2020. Dep. (1.4,7): 


BG-094 at 1700 

Dhaka-Calculta: Arr (6). IC-724 
at 1500, Arr (1, 3. 5) IC-724 at 
1600. Arr (daily); BG-091 at 1110 
and BG-097 al 1940, Arr (1, 4, 7). 
BG-093 at 1620 

Calcutta-Chlttagong: Oep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1330, Dep. (2, 5), BG- 
698 al 1355 

Chittagong-Csleutta; Arr (6) IC- 
226 at 1550; Arr (2, 5) BG-697 at 
1310. 

Calcune-Paro: Dep (2) KB-106 
al 0900: Arr. (2). KB-105 at 0800 


Dome Stic 


Alr-InMa 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (2): AI- 
101 at 0230. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr (1) Al-I328at 
1230 

ImUm AMbitit USSi 

Calcuna-Oelhi: Dep (daily): IC- 

263 at 0800 and IC-402 at 1730; 
Arr. (daily). lC-401 at 1240 and IC- 

264 at 2235. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily): 
IC-176 at 0850 and IC-273 at 20(10; 
Arr (daily); IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 
274 at 1850. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily); iC- 

265 at 1715: Arr. (dally); IC-2^ at 
2205. 

Calcutta-VIxag-Madras: Dep. (1. 
2, 4, 6). lC-542 at 1040; Arr. (1.2, 
4, 6): IC-541 at 0915. 
Calcutta-Bangatora: Dep (daily): 
IC-271 at 1620; Arr. (daily): IC-272 
at 2150. 

Cateutta-Quwahati: Dap. (1.3,5. 
6); IC-729 at 0830, Dap. (daily): 
1(5-229 al 1340; Arr. (1, 3, 5, 6): 
IC-730 BM130, Arr. (daily): IC-2^ 
at 1630. 

Caleutta-Tfipur-Joriiutr 
Cateutta: Dap (2, 4, S, 7); )C¬ 


Printi^ ham Is ths regular Indian Afriinas schs- 
dula. Thia ia, howavar, subfact to change. Pas- 
sangars are adviaad to koop track of announca- 
manta made by Indian Airlines In ths press. For 
assistaneo, they may contact Z62S48, 262688, 
2eeM9, 262417, 869433, 869841/2/3/4/9 and 
969933. 


213 at 0805: Arr (2, 3. 4, 5, 7). 
10-213 al 1200. 

CsIcutta.Quwahatl-Olmapur; 

Dap, (1, 3, 5. 7) IC.219 al 0810; 
Ait. (1,3, 5,7); IC-220at1250 
Caleutta-BhutMneswar: Dep (i, 
2. 4, 7); )C.269 at 1650. Arr, (1,2. 
4, 7). IC-270 at 1910. 
Cslcutta-Bhubaneswar-Nagpur- 
Hydarabad; Dep (3.5, 6) l6269 
at 1650; Arr. (3, 5, 6)- IC-270 at 
2040. 

Calcutta-Imphal; Oep (2. 4. ?) 
IC-259 al 1330; Arr (2, 4, 7)- IC- 
260 at 1610 

Csicutta-Sllchar-Imphal; Dep 

(dally). IC-255 at 0740; Arr (daily). 
10256 at 1220. 

■ Calcuka-DIbruoarh: Dap. (daily): 
I02D1 at 130^; Arr. (daily): IC-202 
at 1635. 

Calcutta •Rsnchl-Patna- 
luokn^Dalhi: Dap (daily). IC- 
410 at 0905: Arr. (dally). lC-409 al 
1B45. 

Cal^tta-Port BfaIr: Oep. (2,4,6). 
IC-aS at 0545; Arr. (2, 4, 6) IC- 
286 at 1015. 

CalcuttB*i^ Bisir-Car Nicobar: 
Oep. (1); 10267 at 0545: Arr. (1); 
1C-288 at 1235.' 

Csteutts-Agartata; Dap (i. 2. 3. 
4, 5): IC-243 at 1400, Dap (daily); 
IC-241 at 0800, Dep. (1. 2. 4. 6) 
10245 at 1000: Arr. (i, 2, 4): IC- 
$42 at 1060, Ait. (3. S, 6,7): IC-242 
1450,/kfr. (1, 2. 3, 4. 5):1C-244 
1600. Arr (1. 2, 4, 6); IC-246 al 
”0" 

PUtMhBafdogra: 0^. (daily): 
lifisa 1300:(daily). 10222 

* No traffic rights on Ca)ei^6harj4t^Pat0t4aai^£)4P4ltHfan^7ai^^ 


at 1520. 

.Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (I. 2. 

71 IC-277 al 1745. Arr (1, 2, 7) 
IC-278al2215 


Calcutta-Agartala-Imphal: 

Dep. (1,3. 5); PF-727 al 0530: 
Arr. (1, 3, 5) PF-728 at 1120 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllehar: 
Dep (7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr 
(7); PF-730A at 1050 
Calcutta-Shlllong-Guwahati 
Cateutta; Dep (1,3 5. 7)- PF 
701 at 1140, Arr (1, 3. S, 7), 
PF-702 at 1616. 
Calcutta-Agsrtals-Kamalpur- 
Kallashabar-Agsrtala 
Cateutta: Dep (2, 4. 6) PF-729 
at 0550, Arr. (2. 4, 6) PF-730 at 
1040 

Catcutta-Silehar-Shlllong- 
Guwahatl-Silchar-Calcutta: 
Dep (2. 4. 6) PF-701 al 1100: 
Arr. (2. 4, 6). PF-702 at 1715 
Caleulta-Rcurfceta: Dep (1. 3, 

5) ; PF-715 al 0600, Arr (1, 3, 5). 
PF-716 al 0856. 
Calcutta-Guwshatl-Jorhat- 
Utebarl-Olbrugarh-Taxu: Dep 
(2, 6); PF-709 al 0815; Arr (2, 

6) : PF-710 al 1840. 
Calcutta-Quwahatt-Olmapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-DIbrugarh: 
Dep. (4) PF-709 at 0815; Arr. 
(4). PF-710 at 1750. 
Cateutta-Guwahatt-DImaiHir- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-Dtbrugarh- 
Taai: Dep. (7): PF-709 at 0600; 
Arr. (7): PF-710 at 1705. 
Caleutta-Alzawl-Sllehar- 
Quwahatl: Dep. (1, 3. 5. 7): 
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PF-705 at 0915; Arr (1, 3. S, 7); 
PF-706 at 1620. 
Calcutta-Agartala; Oep. (1, 3, 
5); PF-729A at 1130; Arr. (1. 3, 
5); PF-730A at 1410 


Caleutta-Alaawl-Agartala- 
Calcutta; Oep. (2.4.6). PF-705 
at 0910 and PF-729B at 1310; 
Arr (2,4,6): PF-706 at 1255 and 
PF-730B at 1655. 


Caleutta-Jamahadpur-Ranchl- 
Patna: Dep. (1, 3, 5); PF-725 at 
0550; Arr. (1, 3, 5); PF-726 at 
1115. 

Catcutta-Jamahadpur: Dep. (2, 


4,6). PF- 717 at 0550; Arr. (2. 4, 
6); PF-718 at 0745. 
Caleutta-Coeeh Behar: Dep. 
(2. 4, 6, 7); PF-707 at 0600; Arr. 
(2, 4. 6, 7); PF-70e at 0855. 


Trains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Howmh 

Time 

Dr> 

2311 

19-00 

Oelhl-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mail via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

preaa via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep—Tues. Thurs & Sat 

Arr—Wed Fn. & Sun. 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Air-Cond. (Now Delhi) Ex- 
preaa via Patna 

Dep—Mon Wed. Fri & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tutrs. Thurs & Sat. 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-00 

Rajdhani Express 5 days a 
week 

11-30 

2302 



Dep—Mon. Tues. Thurs Fri & 
Sun. 





Arr—Tues Wed Thyrs. Sat & 
Sun. 



2373 

23-00 

HimBirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tn-Wkty 

Dep—Tues Fn. & Sat. 

Arr—Tues. Wed. & Sat. 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

prasa 

Dep—Mon. & Thurs. 

Arr—Thurs. & Mon. 

4-16 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Main Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kancheniunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Til-wkly Express 

Dep—Tues. Thurs. & Sat 

Arr—Mon. Thurs. & Sal. 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

955 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambel (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Supailaet Express 

Dep—Thurs. Sat. & Sun. 

Arr—^Tues Wed. & Thurs. 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indora) Express 

Dep—Tues & Wed. 

Arr—Sat. & Sun. 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

ShsktIpunJ (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep & Arr—Mon. & Fri. 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep & Arr—Sunday 

10-40 

5050 



SeoMah 



3143 

19-00 

Darjeeling Man 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

Mughal Saral Express via 
SBG Loop 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

12-50, 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhaglrathl (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Expraas TrI-waekiy 

4-30 

5186 


Dep & Arr—wed. FrI. & Sun. 


Departure 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Gltanjall (Bombay) Express 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expms 

5-05 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr -Sun. 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-00, 

Sambalpur Express 

7-39 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagsnnath (Puri) Express Via 
Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulia Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum'Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Hartxiur Terminus- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Ouwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Terminus Weakly Express 
(via Howrah & Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supertast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam & Madras) 
Dep—Fri. & Sun 

Arr—Tues. & Fn. 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

BanMlora CIty-Guwahatl 
Weel^ Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

'2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patrw-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Patna Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES; For round dta oloek Information of Eaatom Railway 
tralna, plaaae dial 203646^ for ln>oomlng trabia; 203535-44 tor 
all othar Information. For Irtformatlen about raaarvatlona on 
Eaatam and South Eaatom Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from 0 
am to 9 pm on woakdaya and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundaya and 
gaiatled holldaya). 
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JUNtOR WtRL □ Hot Kdufmon 



HEV, UEOaOl H«y, to a nica dog and aH wHI to tof^hfan. To 
cam^a Ito piclim, draw cownac Mo B Hnaa dot» dot. 


a SUM RHYME* Will someone please explain to me. il 
live plus eight times 43,349 Is not, then the answer must 
be what? Answer quickly 

put pftJpurHi Si 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thera are at least six dWIer- 
ancas in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quICMy can you tind them? Check answers with those below 

Owstiui Cl mqcu '9 Buiccul d MGxitccij $ 'fiu|ct|ui 
aisiiinp'y peusdoeiiipsr e BuwciuitnRo 2'*“*•*“* •"'RS I •ssociSHia 



TEST SKILL AT MARBLES 
You will note that the number of 
marbles on each of the tour sides o! 
the box aboire totals 9. It Is possible 
to remove lour ol these marbles 
(one from each side) and rearrange 
the rest so that those remaining 
also total 9. 

indeed. K is then possible to 
remove lour more marbles and 
once again have ttie remaining 
marbles total 9. 

Just how can these totals be 
arranged? 

That is to say. lust how many 
marbles are to appear in compart¬ 
ments in each instance? 
|iuno»||»'r'r'» (wmmuOXIIxcN punow 

II* -( 'c e (nignu lO lumwiiiMp lUjj 


• AIR FLAP! You are aikdd 
to puate out the word *or 
an unhaalthy air condition 
familiar to many bio cttlat. 
Haio'a how: Idontify sub- 
tocts bolow. Jot down fliot 
toner of names of sulHects 
1 and 3. and last letter of 
names of subiects 2 and 4. 
Juggle these leners for a 
fourJener word. What's 
that? 

(Bop 

MiswK -luiup imio nMhnsi oows 







FUNSPOT 


HOT DOQI Mold that hot dog, guy — we re playing a game. Add 
eolora neatly to scene: 1—Red. 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow. 4—U orown 
S—Flesh tones. »—Lt. green 7—Dfc, brown. S—Lt. purple _ 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points tor using all the 
letters in the word below to torm 
two complete words 

REDACTOR 


THEN score 2 points each tor all 
words of tour letters or more 
tound anwig the tetters 

Try te scare el least M peuits. 

iu» 'i**i uitiSau* wqicsod 






























QUIZ o Nell O'Brien 


S ujoy Banenee, CalcuRa 
14, reports 

"N/isva Bharati was the 
perfect setting for the quiz 
held as part of the East Zone 
Inter-Universitv Youth Fes¬ 
tival An overflowing audi¬ 
ence at Singha Bhagha Bha 
van was witness to a battle 
royal between the four final¬ 
ists - Jadavpur University 
Guwahati University hosts 
Visva Bharati and last year s 
all-India champs Institute of 
Technology (Benaras Hindu 
University) The defending 
champs swung into an early 
lead of five points with the 
others clustered together 
But once JU got their act 
together, they turned in one 
of their best performances in 
recent times to emerge com¬ 
prehensive winners by 10 
points ahead of'T, (BHU) 

JU were represented by De- 
bkumar Mitra, Joydeep 
Mukherjee and Saumyadip 
Chowdhury Quizmasters 
Arun Baneriee and Dwqadas 
Banuqee did an excellent job 
at short notice JU and IT 
(BHU) now travel to Madurai 
for the inter-zonal contest in 
1991 " 

Amar Kumar Das reviews 
"On the occasion of their 
test, 'Becameet 90, Bengal 
Engineering College orga¬ 
nised a quiz, in which overall 
30 teams took part In the 
final we saw Barry O Brien 
as the quizmaster at his 
best His witty jokes, dancing 
with audio questions, was 


—TRQ Qu 0 atlon: Politically what la the 

^ Ontario Experiment? (Rupen Benerjee, 

A 31/2 First Lane, Anandapuri, P.O. Nona 
Chandanpukur, 24 Parganas (N) 743102) 
Ans: To allow two or more minority par- 
ties to |oln forces to form a government 
In spite of there being a major party with a demand to 
dissolve Parliament with an agreement that they 
would not go to the polls for a fixed period. This 
experiment was done by the Ontario Governor Gener¬ 
al in 1985. 


enjoyed by the packed hall 
At the end of a closely fought 
quiz CU Informals and BRC 
‘c were tied Barry asked 
both the teams whether they 
wanted a tie-breaker or to be 
joint-winners CU Informals 
demanded a tie-breaker and 
BEC demanded joint- 
winners So the tie-breaker 
started And on the very first 
question (Q WhatsMattri 
local marnage'^ Ans Ghar- 
Jamai), CU Informals were 
unable to answer and BEC 
answered it and emerged 
winners BEC E comprised 
Avik Paul, Rajesh Nandi and 
Nilanjan Basu" 

Sumanta Sarkar Calcutta 
40. asks ‘ What exactly was 
chivalry in Europe’’’ 

Chivalry is the term given 
to the code of behaviout 
which governed the upper 
classes in Europe in the Mid¬ 
dle Ages The idea origin¬ 
ated in the 11 th century 
when the Church began to 
take steps to soften the 


roughness of the knight 
class, which was then be¬ 
coming so important A reli¬ 
gious ceremony was evolved 
for the conferment of knight¬ 
hood on a young man, who 
undertook to behave accord- 



A knight in armour 

ing to certain standards to 
protect the weak, attack evil 
doers and oppressors, and 
to use his sword against the 
enemies of Christendom 
Meanwhile, especially in the 
south of France, there was 


growing up a purely secular 
tradition of chivalry which 
found Its expression in the 
poems of the Troubadours 
This had an elaborate ritual 
of social behaviour, espe¬ 
cially in the relation of the 
knight with ladies By the end 
of the 12th century these two 
strands, religious and secu¬ 
lar, finally merged, they find 
their best expression and 
were most fully elaborated in 
the verse romances, of 
which the cycle concerning 
the legendary King Arthur 
and his knights was the most 
important The boy of the 
knightly class would be edu¬ 
cated in these romances and 
the code they embodied 
from early youth, and so 
learned how to behave in 
society and what were his 
duties to members of his 
own and other classes 
At Its lowest chivalry could 
become the worst type of 
snobbery and class- 
exclusiveness On the posi¬ 
tive side It did mitigate the 
harshness of medieval war¬ 
fare (special emphasis was 
laid, for instance, on the 
need for courteous treatment 
of prisoners-of-war), and it 
provided a civilised standard 
of conduct in everyday 
affairs 

Postscript: Some of you 
who have won 11th Question 
prizes have written to me 
that you have not received 
your prize Piecise contact 
The Telegraph Colour Maga¬ 
zine directly 
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INNER EYE o Bejon Dgruwaib 


jH RIES 

/M March 21- -April 20 

* • H 0 U 88 , property, pa* 

-rents, in-iaws, loans. 

Investments and hot love fulfill 
the week In romance, remem- 
twr love IS the key to life and 
living Deals, negotiations and 
transactions come through 
Shift, transfer and commuting 
are indicated No serious health 
complications are foreseen 

ninl AURUS 

I Apnl 21—May 20 

• Dramatic events con- 

-1 nected with love, 

marriage, property, collabora¬ 
tions, power and position pile up 
rapidly You will have the right 
measure of romance Collabora¬ 
tions and business deals are 
favourably signified Health 
poses a few hassles but you do 
get over them Commuting, trips 
and a major move are In the 
offing Kids give joy 

EMINI 

■ W May 21 -June 20 

™ ™ The focus this week 
-IS on journeys col¬ 
laborations and new ventures 
Scholars, researchers, sports¬ 
men and salesmen do well Ro¬ 
mance will be enough to keep 
you busy Plenty of shuttling 
and shifting is indicated Due to 
overwork you run the risk of 
overstrain You will take time out 
to beautify the home 

—g^ ANCER 

■ June 21—July 20 

Love, creativity, 
_loans, funds, ex¬ 
penses and amusements he in 
store for you Romance will be 
available in plenty Money, con¬ 
tracts. assignments and commit¬ 
ments await you There is no 
thing seriously wrong with your 
health, so just go ahead and 
have a ball You will have time to 
relax, attend to parties and din¬ 
ners, and socialise happily 


■ . July 21—August 21 

The home and the 
- outside world cla¬ 
mour for attention and thus 
keeping a balance will be your 
mam problem But It should 
make life doubly exciting 
Buying, selling, collaborations 
and business transactions are 
definitely on the cards A few 
health problems are indicated, 
but these can be resolved Con¬ 
tacts and correspondence keep 
you on your toes The home and 
family ere must certainly In¬ 
cluded in the week s main 
trends 














«ri IRGO 

W! August 22 S«pt22 

" Your work journey 

- neighbours and a lot 

of moving and bustling around 
somehow appear to be inter¬ 
linked, making you spin and 
move constantly Romance will 
keep you happy and help relieve 
work pressures You will be in for 
commitments, contracts assign 
ments and perks Travel will be 
Important and necessary as well 
Renovations buying, selling chil¬ 
dren, parents, oecoration and 
ceremonies keep you busy 


BIRTHDAYS 


January 20 

You have to work harder and 
exercise patience That done, 
there is no reason why you 
should not achieve You will 
have much to do with family 
proparty, elders. Investments, 
buying and selling Get every- 
ttiing done in writing 

January 21 

Your wishes will be granted af¬ 
ter a delay and so you must not 
let up on courage and confi¬ 
dence. People could behave In a 
strange manner A tough but not 
an inipossible birthyear 

January 22 

Yes, a topping good year no 
matter what your poeWon, sta¬ 
tus. colour, caste or creed. 
Children, grandchildren, love, 
hobbles and aniartainmant are 
favourably signifiad, Travai and 
money Whi ba there m aqual me* 
asuras. 

January 23 

One wish luintment is certain for 


~ IBRA 

. Sept 2S^-Oct 22 

^ Success in ventures, 

1 more money and 

honev, chiloren, high voltage 
activities hobbies and entertain 
ment signal a bright beginning 
Romance will be exciting and 
perhaps wind up with an official 
engagement or even wedding 
bells You will be tit and fine 
While moving or commuting turn 
on your considerable charm The 
home front is marked by peace 
and beauty Expect visitors to 
drop in 

Scorpios Be ready to sacrifice 
also Give your loved ones a bit 
ot freedom and independence 
On the bright side, your sincerity 
and inteWgance will win fnends 

January 24 

Expect quite a few changes on 
the job and health frontiers Lis¬ 
ten to your weilwlshers A medic¬ 
al checkup IS a must it you are 
feeling low and uncomfortable 
F^t and meditation will certainty 
help This IS not a trouble-free 
blrtnyear 

January 25 

The goodies of life will be yours 
Learn to leash in your expenses 
Safeguard your health Folks will 
play on your feelings It would be 
best to discern between friends 
and flatterers 

January 26 

Go all out for tha booty and the 
prita. Your charisma and Im- 
agimrtion wW a*y the oppoahicn 
This is a bifthyaat to taka 
chanoaa and coma out wall or 
top. Leva, status, property, 
atwnoa and marriage can aH be 
youra. Play your cards dose to 
yMf chest 


S ' I CORPIO 

I OH2J--NOV22 

I You Will get your work 

^ done and that in 

dudes property as well Go 
ahead and conquer the wide 
world Money starts pouring in 
and there is a lot more to come 
You will swoon over your be 
loved Health improves and so 
does your all round perform¬ 
ance A home away from home 
IS a distind possibility The ac 
cent on the home and family 

I AGITTARIUS 

Nov2S^ Dei 20 
Jouiney ceremony, 
I expenses import 
export trading commission and 
a little bit of fun are mdicaied 
Secret meetings and liaisons are 
possible Finance promises 

plenty ot action and you will real¬ 
ise your dues next month You 
will have your full measure of 
romance Travel includes hectic 
correspondence and calls A lit¬ 
tle health care is advisable A 
few changes or the home froni 
IS almost certain 

[ APRICORN 

B . D«f 21 Jan 19 

I Fun, frolic money in 

L - the kitty a id much 

more to come in the next fort¬ 
night Financial jugglery loans, 
funds, security, mortgage and 
recovery of dues are the other 
salient features of the week 
Your health remains in perfect 
shape Travel will be vital and 
useful Be prepared for major 
changes in the home and family 

ill QUARIUS 

/I Jan 20 Feb IB 

Your ambition and 

_performance will help 

you Do reach out to people and 
places In financial matters you 
will succeed in making your pre¬ 
sence felt In romance your 
heart will find an answering echo 
In that of another Back, stomach 
and chest problems may worry 
you, so a medical checkup is 
advisable Your woik will de 
mand an office in the home as 
well 

-ISCES 

Fab 19- March 20 
Funds, capital, ex- 

'_penses purney and 

introspection are the weeks 
highlights In romance, love 
eventually triumphs Travel s 
likely and necessary as well Ex¬ 
tra health care will do no harm 
isils to friends and relatives are 
likely Touches of beauty and 
hospitality and grace will be in 
complete evidence on the 
domestic sector 
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The law may be an ass, but is it poetic justice to have Subramanian 


wamy sitting in the chair and holding his tongue, so to speak? Quite an 


arresting picture he makes. Photograph by JAGDISH YADAV 
















KNJOY THK FKKIJNC; OK KLYINO IN THK AIR AT MANY THOUSAM) KKl-T ABOVK ShVi l.h'VKI, WAI.K rHR(n!(;n TIIK 
SNOW OR Zll> DOWN A 3 KIIXIMETRK SU)!*!-: IN 1>S8THAN A KEW MINUTES SO. (’.ONSUl.T THK (’.ANO AND MAKE 

A PUN TO COME TO AUl,l. ANY TIME BETWEEN DFCEMBKR AND MARCH, ITS WHERE THK AlTION IS AND 

REMEMBER. YOU NEED BRING NOTHING EXGEIT YOUR PERSONAE NECKJvSITlKS. YOlIRSKI.F AND YOUR SPIRIT 
FOR ADVENTURE ALONG. WE'LL PROVIDE THE REST THE SKIING 1-X)UIPMENT OUAI.IFIED INSTRUCTORS K)R 
BEGINNERS AND ADVANCED IMRNERS. WELL FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION. AND fOR THOSE OF YOU WHO'D 
LIKE TO COME ON YOUR OWN. REMEMBER. THE DETAILS ARE WAITING AT YOUR CLOSEST U P. TOURISM OFFICE. 

IIP. TOURISM 

3. NAWAL KISHORE ROAD. LUCKNOW (U.P ) PH. 2462U5. CHANDRAIOK BUILDING. 36, .lAM’ATH. N'fcW DEI.HI PH ;!3222r.l 

ALSO AT: AHMEDABAD: PH: 164318. BOMBAY: PH: 215458. CALCUTTA: PH: 20im. CHANDIGARH: PH. 41649. MADRAS, PH 479726. NEW DELHI PK 3322251 
BOMBAY ARC PH.: 215497. 






THE HOTTEST SPORT THIS WINTER. 



KNJOY TIIK KKRUNC. OF FLYING IN THE AIK AT MANY THOUSAND FTiCT ABOVE SEA LEVEL. WALKTIIKOIIGH THE 
SNOW OR ZH* rX)WN A 3 KIIDMCTKE SU)PE IN LESS THAN A FEW MINUTFS. SO. WNSHLT THE GANG AND MAKE 
A I’lAN TH COME TO AULI ANY TIME BETWEEN DECEMBER AND MARCH IT S WHERE THE ACTION IS. AND 
REMEMBER. YOU NERD BRING NOTHING EXCEPT YOUR PERSONAL NECESSITIES. YOURSELF AND YOUR SPIRIT 
FOR ADVENTURE ALONG. WE’U. PROVIDE THE REST THE SKIING EQUIPMENT. QUALinED INSTRUCTORS FOR 
BEGINNERS AND ADVANCED LEARNERS. WELL FURNISHED ACfX)MMODATION AND FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO D 


LIKE TO GOME ON YOUR OWN. REMF:MBER. THE DETAIliJ ARE WAITING AT YOUR CIOSEST U P TOURISM OFYK.F.. 


0j7up. 








^ „...TOURISM 

3. NAWAL KIJHORE ROAD. LUCKNOW (U.P ) PH. 246205 CIIANDKAIOK BUILDING. 36, JANPATH, NEW DELHI PH.. 3322251 
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ALSO AT- AHMBDABAD. PH 464318. BOMBAY: 
BOMBAY ARC PH.; 2I549T. 


■: PH; 215458. CAIGUTTA: PH; 207«55. CHANDIGARH; PH; 41649. MADRAS. PH: 479726. NEW DELHI; PH; 3322251 
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Mnvf»l Rnnanza 8°“^ to be the future 

INOVei DOnanza J.nj 2 ens. Help them 

The Children's Special to know what it is like to 
(November 11) was a novel have an ice-cream toppc^ 
bonanza for the children. with cherries or what it is 

Even my one-year-old son like to get lost in a maze of 

was enthralled by the cute Enid Blyton stories. Let’s 

(hawings, and sat gazing at start givmg. 

them, lliank you for the Saswati Mttra, 

marveUous treat. Calcutta 

r*f**^f^^****''^**’ * articles and draw- 

ings reflected the emo- 

,, , tions, dreams, likes and 

■ I, a 20-year^Id adult, re- ^ 

jved my chijdhood a ^ 
thous^l ti^s. Tte wnte- 3 

ups under When I am the seemed to be an influ- 

or When I grow up elders. The cover 

s^wed just how aware the ^ j by Mukulika Akbar 
chtoen are of what s hap- praiseworthy. Vour 

pemng m the countn^. The have a chil- 

sketches stole my heart. dren’s issue once every 

But then, f you year is good, but it would 

forgotten som^ing. l^e be even better to have one 

cover highhji^ted tte plight ^wice or thrice a year, 

of maiy chiWren who could jbe poem by Sameer 
^so have been fim-lo^g Gandotra (Ten years from 
but were unfort^ately and the article by 

forced m o aj^ltho^ very Tilottama Ray Chaudhuri 

early m We. Why didn t you j an, the PM) were 

record what they had to -vrAlloni 
say about life? What are SnHIntn Ilev 
their aspirations? Can’t 
something be done to'cre¬ 
ate an awareness among ■ These days, when ev- 
the people? erybody talks tall but does 

rhis letter is a desperate nothing, it made me glad to 
plea for help before it is too see such an issue. You may 

late. These very children even invite the children to 

Barnana Chatterjee (S years 3 months), Calcutta 





describe their achieve¬ 
ments, both academic and 
extra-curricular, which 
would encourage other kids 
to emulate them. 

In this connection, I wish 
to convey my heartfelt 
greetings to Sreejata Chat¬ 
terjee (5 years) who is 
lucky enough to have a 
father who lus a "heart of 

§ cJd and diamond eyes”. 

our father is also lucky to 
have a girl Uke you who 
must be made of gold, di¬ 
amond and silver. 

D.K. Roy, 

Calcutta 


■ ITie issue brought out on 
the eve of Children’s Day 
was a golden treasure for 
the children. Thanks to the 
judges for unveiling the 
children’s talents to the 
readers of the Colour 
Marine. Even the cover 
design expressed your con¬ 
cern for chikl abuse. Con¬ 
gratulations from my 
grand daughter (6 years) 
and me. 

Sunil Banerjee, 

Cakutta 

■ The contributions by and 
for the children were much 
more lively and interesting 
than your regular features. 

Anindo Sen, 

Calcutta 

■ I genumely felt that these 
chilrfren have a lot to con¬ 
tribute to the future, pro¬ 
vided they are given the 
opportunity to grow and 
breathe freely in an atmos¬ 
phere that is not vitiated by 
dirty politics. 

Monowara Begum, 
Calcutta 

■ The sketches were far 
better than photographs of 
Asha-Pamella. We have 
learnt many things 
ourselves from the chil¬ 
dren’s ideas. Politicians 
should feel ashamed to 
have created such a bad im¬ 
pression alxMit themselves 
in the minds of 11 and 13- 
year-old children. 

Joydeep Roy, 

Ichapur, 24 Parganas 
(W.B.) 


The Telegraph 

3 FEBRUARY 1991 



■T Chandra Swami is a 
gtxlman who has a knack of 
staying in the' headlines, 
whether it’s throuWi his 
hobnobbing with the 
international jei set, or lii.s 
controversial deals, or in his 
latest avatar, as a negotiator 
for Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar on AyeWhya. 


13 


■ A unique 
programme for children is 
taking shape in Jamshedpur, 
which carries the sec*ds of a 
future revolution in sports. 




■ wP There's a time 
bomb ticking in CameriKin’s 
lakes whii h could lead to 
further deaths. 
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H is popular image is that of a high 
profile trickster, an uncrowned king 
stalking the secret lives of politi¬ 
cians, businessmen and bureaucrats. A 
mere mention of his name brings to mind 
numerous scandals, controversies and 
hush-hush deals involving the rich and the 
mighty. His influence is enormous and the 
list of his Mends, acquaintances and clients 
reads like a veritable who’s who of world 
personalities. 

And yet he manages to retain an aura of 
mystery wliich a number of investigating 
agencies have tried to break in vain in their 
bti to nail him. On each occasion he has 
not only survived but has emerged stron¬ 
ger than ever before, consolidating his 
power base and widening his circle of influ¬ 
ence in the process. Nemi Chand Jain 
Gandhi alias Chandra Swami, godman, tan- 
trik, faith healer, confidential adviser, in¬ 
fluence peddler, fixer, private investigator, 
and now increasingly, negotiator, in ess¬ 
ence, embodies the shift in the value sys¬ 
tems of a rapirUy changing Indian society 
where links with power are held in awe. 

A key element in his personality is his 


If ever ^ere was a 
godman for sale, it is 
Chandra Swami. 
S.SRINIVASAN follows 
the trail of the shadowy 
sadhu, who uses his links 
with the rich and the 
powerful to great effect 
in his wheeling-de^g 
across the globe. His 
latest mission: to help his 
Mend, Prime Minister" 
Chandra Shekhar, on 


Ayodhya 


ability to get quick and easy access to the 
people who matter. Whether it is heads of 
state, prime ministers or rich oil sheikhs, 
he can walk in and out tif their offices and 
exclusive chambers with amazing ease. He 
draws his sustenance from these contacts 
and drops their names whenever he can. A 
journalist who was introduced to him 
casually while waiting for a friend at a 
five-star hotel in Delhi recalled how in a 
few minutes of conversation, Swami 
reeled off the names of several VVlPs. 
Noticing the scepticism, a close contact of 
the godman hastened to add that the god¬ 
man was not only not lying, but was in fact 
on first name terms with them. His friends 
and acquaintances are legion: from Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar and nearly half 
his Cabinet to former Prime .Ministers Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi and Margaret 'I'hatcher: from 
the incredibly wealthy .Sultan of Brunei — 
arguably the richest man in the world — 
and the legendary arms dealer, Adnan 
Khashoggi, to Hollywood’s gorgeous Eli¬ 
zabeth Taylor and macho Sylvester Stal¬ 
lone. 

But what is so special about the Swami 






















that draws such a galaxy of names'' 
According to one of his close confidants 
the godnun, who tomes from a middle 
class background, is essentially a 
businessman at heart, dealing subtly in 
religious beliefs and faiths He realises that 
every uidividual who reaches the pinnacle 
of suit ess faces kmeliness and ins«cunly 
sometime or the other The Swami ex 
ploits the complex psychology that is built 
around such insecurity to the hilt people 
close to hnn reveal If the pei son some 
would say prey is western tlieii some 
esoteric occultism is thrown ui to give an 
oriental touch A practising tantnA Swami 


The Swami likes the good 
life... He stays in the best of 
hotels and enjoys Hie best 
of environment.. He always 
sits on a tigorskin, clutching 
a remote controlled call 
bell 



clauns to have gained rare msight mto the 
subject 

Chandra Swami, thou^ a trained ean- 
tnA,often Ms back on the advxx of pro 
fessional astrologers, palmists and 
ayurved vaids to embelbsh his consider* 
talents 

If there is anyone who knows Chandra 
Swami really well, it is Mr Aggarwal, abas 
‘Mamsit Ongmally a cloth dealer he is 
said to be the brams behind the godman 
Introduced to Chandra Swami through a 
nephew during the height of the Janata 
expenment in the late ^venties, Manuqi 
describes his relationship with the godman 
as that of a “teacher and disaple, of father 
and son’ He had also served as the Swa 
mi’s sec I ctarv and claims that there is "no 
aspect of the Swam^i’s life" that he is nut 
aware of It was Swarngi s' outlook to 
wards religion — ‘his creed is non 
violence and truth and it cuts aciess alt 
relijpons’ — that first attracted him 

Aaording to Mamaji, Chandra bwanu is 
blessed wifti ‘ supernatural psychic ener 
gy’ , which he uses to give spiritual' 
^ghtenment’ to others ‘You can see 
beyond your hfe throu^ the eyes of Swa 
n^i cl^s Mam^i He feels his Swami 
ji’s real talents are not being appreciated m 
his country, whereas elsewhere m the 
world he is a much-feted man While 
admitting that the public image of the god 
man has taken a beatmg over the years, he 
IS quick to pomt out, ‘ If you dei ipher each 
of these adjectives —trickster wheeler 
dealer, etc — which are being freely 
attached to his name, you will not find any 
sequence They are supTOsed to be based 
on particular incidents But even the gov 
emment agencies have failed to come up 
with anything against them " But then why 
are the newspapers pnntuig such stuff’ 
Because they want to increase their cu* 
culation They are malig^g a samt be 
cause It makes good copy He has de 
veloped several high-ranking contacts in 
the course of his travels to 180 countnes 
over 20 years That does jiot make him a 
wheeler-dealer ’ 

Yet, amid his dadv routine of praying to 
Goddess Durga — one thing he never 
misses — he finds time for favour 
seekers, sadhus and ministers from the 
Union Cabmet, the most fi'equent among 
them being Subramanian Swamy and Satya 
Prakash bulviya And all ttie while, phone 
calls keep flying between the Swami and 
the Prune Minister’s Office, where he now 
has a good friend m Chwdra Shekhar, 
accord^ to Mmiaji Petrie wait for hours 
and often have to go away without meeting 
hgn Even Rqj Babbar could manage only a 
"minute o' darshan” after waitmg hours, 
according to Ashok Gandhi 
Despite the large number of people he 
meets everyday he never forgets a foce or 
a name Together with a ghb tongue and 
























































































an mind, Chandra Swami is blessed 
with a idwnomenal memory. He can recall 
the exact time, date and place of his meet¬ 
ing with any person. A journalist was stun¬ 
ned when ^ godman not only told him he 
had met him 12 years ago, but also named 
the periodical with which he was workmg 
ai the time. The journalist himself had long 
forgotten the encounter. 

T all and slightly paunchy Chandra Swa¬ 
mi wears a characteristic fixed smile 
on his face. His personality is carefully 
groomed and preserved. In keeping with 
his saintly image, he prefers to wear a long 
saffron robe in public. He has a working 
knowledge of Eiwlish, Spanish, Latin, 
Frendi, Hindi and Telugu besides Tiptoi, a 
Brunei dialect, thanks to his association 
with the Sultan of Brunei. Chandra Swami 
charms his audience in his very first meet¬ 
ing. He has a natural gift of the gab and 
most of tus meetings are arranged on a 
one-to-one basis for maximum effect. 
According to a knowledgeable person, 
Chandra Swami has a commonsense 
approacli to most problems. He uses his 
native intelligence to arrive at conclusions 
quickly. 

Although a strict vegetarian—he avoids 
even onions—and a teetotaller, good food 
remains one of his weaknesses. Even 
while living far away in the marvellously 
elegant yacht of the famous arms dealer. 


A drian Khashoggi, the Swann used to get 
his supply of vegetarisi food. He often 
mentions ^s in his conversations with his 
c(^dants. 

In bet, the Swami likes the good life. 
He lives in the posh Safdarjung Enclave .in 
tte palatial house owned by former wrest¬ 
ler and film actor Dara Singh. He travels 
mostly by air and has been around the 
globe several times. 

He stays in the best of hotels and 
enjoys the best of environment. He always 
sits on a tigerskin, clutching a remote 
controlled call bell. There is a small 


He realises that every 
individual who reaches the 
pinnacle of success faces 
loneliness and insecurity 
some time or the other. The 
Swami exploits the complex 
psychoion that is built 
around such insecurity to 
the hilt 


makeshift exchange manned by his disci¬ 
ples. His secretary is a strapping young 
man called Mammu, who is one of his 
cousins. The godman does not lead a very 
disciphned life, often getting up quite late. 
At 40, he has a problem wiA nis blood 
pressure which m^es it difficult for him to 
maintain his busy schedule. 

Even after attaining sanyas, why does 
he lead such a lavish Itfe? His argument is 
that to attain sainthood one need not live in 
deprivation. Hjs definition of sainthood is 
“one whose innermost thoughts are pure 
and pious”. 

People close to Chandra Swami claim 
that he believes in charity and has been 
donatmg lavishly to the needy. Mamaji. 
who deals with Chandra Swami’s financial 
affairs, claims that his Swamyi does not 
ovm even a single paisa. Everything is 
owned by the tax exempt trust which 
earns nearly Rs 12 lakh every year. He 
says Chandra Swami does not hold any 
foreign accounts and his expenses abroad 
are ^en care of by lus numerous admir¬ 
ers. The gorgeous Elizabeth Taylor is one 
of them. Liz had a severe backache jffob- 
lem and was told that a Swami firom India 
could cure it Chandra Swami reportedly 
gave her some medicines which did put an 
end to her problem. But according to a 
source, the medicine was actually pre¬ 
pared by Brahaspati Dev Triguna, the 
world famous vaid. ITie vaid has now fallen 












''■■■^- •■' tab:- 

_ li^tifijilPmlpd poii^ 
'^'■:i;nb(iik'i^Ji' mi fiiends 
I imiii mtaisi^ mke aiterest- 

iimi »fumt ioibltt JKtnt and Ravan 
^c(Mfi,•<^■QlaMaftd(SMfjdl PuneHa 



‘fill ' ’’• 

-fti ma^ her kiae wdj|^.>- Of Eli- 
iibebh Tajdw. 

fiMeui to diafe nkeUi, khad be guru 
IM he dielt. Tbow before none. My 
ttresktent is L^rd Shankar and my 
pram ndiuster is tbir^ 

•1^ is the. tensest universal truth. 

is kke a putney, like water whidi 
is constant oir the move to remain 
pure, so with a sadbu, 

■How can poBtics and reBgion be de- 
Bldted? Look at the history of India. I 


tmi thc .pjlc^^ of< Vaanishtha and 
^^inatBSikra. Today, pec^ are trying 
to divorce region from the pi^i(;ai 
prodess. 1 w31 not toletate tlus. Reli^ 

S on and poli^ are like body and soul. 

ut the tmfottimate tt^ is that reB' ' 
gion has been given backseat and 
comnamal politics has come into prom* 
tDence...Evm} Mahatma Gandhi sang 
'‘Raghi^Sat/ Ra^va" when be went 
out to fight the British.—-March, 1988. 

■Why should Ram’s greatness be con¬ 
fined to AyocBiya? Ram is much greater 
dian that— March, 1990. 

■! have held discussiom, even with the 
vk:e<l«nceBor of Devabund Universjf 
ty, who has also endorsed my view 
that a Ram temple should bet built.— 
January, 1991. 


out with Chandra Svi'ami and is working 
with Maharshi Mahesh Yogi. 

Pamella Bordes was another frequent 
caller on the Swami. The Hollywood su¬ 
perstar, Sylvester Stallone, also once rung 
up the sadhu to seek his blessings before 
embarking on a new project. Quite unbe- 
lieveably, the Iron Lady of Britain, Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher, was also impressed by 
him after he converted her son into a 
vegetarian through a month-long therapy. 
Rubbing shoulders as he does with the 
beautiful and the glamorous, the question 
that IS often asked is, "What about the 
Swatni’s sex life?” According to people 
close to him, his reply has always been, "I 
have never felt the urge". 

B orn into a middie-class family in Barot, 
Rajasthan, among two sisters and 
five brothers, the youngest oMspring Nemi 
Chand had an ordinary childhood. He was 
despatched by his father to his relatives in 
Hyderabad where he had his school educa 
tion. However, even his close relations 
cannot thntw much light on his early 
years. One of his cousins recalls Chandra 
Swami’s difficult and deprived childhood 
because of a famine that swept the nation, 
but cannot give any more details. Others 
in the family, though, claim he had a com¬ 
fortable time. Nemi Chand’s paternal uncle 
was a treasurer with the erstwhile Nizam 
of Hyderalad, and after a while even his 
father shifted to the twin city. According 
to Ashok Gandhi, a cousin, the family was 
deeply religious. Nemi Chand was the 
bripitesl in the family. "If you come to 
Hyderabad, I'll show the shields he won. 
He was an excellent deb&tor and bagged 
many prizes,” says he, proudly. But Nemi 
Chand did not study beyond matriculation. 
He did what is called the pre-university 
certificate in Hyderabad. 

Young Nemi Chand had his heart in 

B )litics and in the "welfare of the people". 

is natural choice was the Congress(I) 
because it was the most "nationalist party” 
and suited his "welfare-minded” psyche. It 
was here that he came in close contact 
with I’.V. Narasimha Rao. Nemi Chand 
quickly rose to become district general 
secretary of the Youth Congress(I) in 
Hyderabad at the age of 17 by impressing 
Rao, who was then president of the party's 
state unit, with his enthusiasm. But a year 
later, Nemi Chand disappeared from 
Hyderabad. He claimed he spent the 
period doing deep penance in the Terai in 
Nepal. He then went to Varanasi and 
Icaml tanlric tricks from the famous Gopi- 
nath Kaviraj and resurfaced three years 
later in the ChampaAn district of Bihar. 
There he organised a “Sahastra Chandi 
Yagna”, of which the chief minister, Kedar 
I’andey, was patron. Several prominent 
personalities, including LN. Mishra and 
the owner of a powerful publishing group. 


were on the reception committee. 

Close on the heels of these initial suc¬ 
cessful forays came Nemi Chand's first big 
break when he managed to get access to 
Jayaprakash Narayan through the Rajya 
Sabha member. Ramdhan Singh Dinkar. 
JP, then at the peak of his political career, 
is said to have been influenced by Nemi 
Chand, and the young man's fortunes 


According to Mamaji, 
Chandra Swami is blessed 
with ‘‘supernatural psychic 
energy". ‘You can see 
beyond your life through the 
eyesofSwamiji’ 


soared. Since then he has never looked 
back. As his reputation spread far and 
wide, Nemi Chand got his first invitation to 
go abroad from a group of Gujarati 
businessmen in Africa. This was his first 
foreign visit. By then, he had learnt that 
lie needed to a Brahmin to be a genuine 
sadhu. Nemi Chand knew the Umitations of 
the caste structure in India too well to 
realise that as*'a Jain he would never be 
accepted in the innermost circle of saints. 
He quietly changed his name and since has 
come to be known as Chandra Swami. 


His tour of Africa marked Chandra 
SwaiTu's entry into the fast lane. In the 
early Seventies when Sanjay Gandhi was 
fast emerging on the political map of India, 
Chandra Swami was introduced to him by 
one of his cousins. Sanjay was apparently 
impressed by the Swami and he, in turn, 
introduced him to his mother. Indira Gan¬ 
dhi’s greatest worry at that time, accord¬ 
ing to an informed source, was to ‘take 
care’ of the then Union home minister, 
Frakash Chandra Sethi, who had emerged 
as the second most powerful person in her 
Cabinet. Mrs Gandhi reportedly learnt 
that Sethi was conducting a yagna in Ujjarn 
and is reported to have remarked that this 
needed to be countered. Chandra Swami 
offered his services and did his own yagna. 
Soon thereafter, a series of developments 
took place, resulting in the downfall of 
Sethi. Chandra Swami's stock with Mrs 
Gandhi soared and he started frequenting 
the Prime Minister's official residence. 

G iven Chandra Swami’s proximity to 
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar, 
his reputation as a skilful and persuasive 
negotiator and his saffron robe, it was 
hardly surprising that his services should 
have been souglit to help solve the Ram 
janmabhooomi dispute, and in the process 
lake the wind out of the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad’s sail. 

In fact, as soon as he returned home 
from his last trip abroad, one of his first 
acts was to dash off to Ayodhya. The 
officials of the Enforcement Directorate 
who wanted to arrest him on certain 
charges of Fera violation were left twid- 
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dling their thumbs as the godman not only 
managed to get an anticipatoo' bail and 
avoid arrest but also defied official direc¬ 
tions to appear before them for an inter¬ 
rogation: he replied to the government 
summons sajing he was busy holding talks 
in Ayoilhya. As indeed he was. Chandra 
Swami quickly called a meeting of sadhus 
in Ayodhya including Mahant Nritya Gopal 
Das. Soon there was speculation as to who 
had authorised the godman to conduct the 
talks. While officials in the home and fi¬ 
nance ministries fretted and fumed it sig¬ 
nalled the arrival of Chandra Swami as a 
behind-the-scenes negotiator for the gov¬ 
ernment. Chandra Swami himsell has been 
telling the Press that “1 did not go to 
Ayodhya at the instance of Chandra 
Shekhar. Once a cordial atmosphere is 
created and a solution is in sight then I vhU 
speak to the Prime Minister”. 

Thtf strateg>’ of Chandra Swanu is no 
different than what the Congress(l) gov¬ 
ernment tried with the u.se of Swami 
Saroopanand and Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
more or less repeated with a few sadhus 
from Ayodhya. The target is, of course, 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and 
attempts are being made to wean away the 
sadhus whose only motivation is religion 
and not politics. Therefore, Chandra Swa¬ 
mi has been repeatedly telling his audience 
that “If the VHP tries to solve the problem 
without dabbling in politics 1 will be the 
first one to support it”. The two-fold 
objective is to spread the word that VHP 
was political and the thinking that it would 
go down well with moderate Hindus who 
would like to have a temple in Ayodhya but 
would not like to vote to power a political 
parly on that single plank. Chandra Swami 
has also been repeatedly saying that he 
has nothing against the Muslims, but at the 
same time has been adding that Hindus will 
be unhappy if a temple is not built. 

Chandra Swami has undoubtedly been 
meeting a cross-section of the people in¬ 
volved in the negotiations. He made a 
whirlwind tour of the country and even 
went down South to meet the Shank- 
aracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peeth. He 
held two rounds of talks with S.S. Owaisi 
of the BMAC in which he gave his formula 
for a solution. Simultaneously, he has been 
in touch with government officials in the 
home ministry and the minister of state for 
home, Subodh Kant Sahay. 

While Chandra Swami with his own 
private secretariat has been bolding par¬ 
leys with the groups involved in the dis¬ 
pute, his added advantage has been his 
hiendship with several influential Arab and 
other Muslim leaders abroad. Besides, he 
is also involved in field-level activities such 
as organising akharas in Allahabad. 
Accor^g to one of his close confidants, 
he has a remarkable ability to influence 
people at a personal level. He has, In fact, 



Who’s tune is he now singing? 


been described as a "confidence trickster" 
by a former editor of a chain of newspap¬ 
ers. 

So far the godman’s efforts do not seem 
to have made much headway. But the 
Chandra Shekhar government, fated with 
dead-ends elsewhere, seem to be keeping 
alive a hope that he might be able to 
achieve sometliing. The VHP has, howev¬ 
er, decided to completely ignore him de- 
sjiite his announcement that temple work 
will start from February 2. A senior Con- 
gress(I) leader also remarked, "One does 
not know whether- gimmickry will help 
solve such a complex problem”. 

Whetiier or not anything comes out of 
his efforts, Chandra Swami will still be the 
gainer. He loves pubticity and there’s no 
better way of staying in the headlines, Uian 
being in the middle of a ccmtroversy. ■ 


Rubbing shoulders as he 
does with the beautifui and 
the glamorous, the question 
that is often asked is, IVhat 
about the Swami’s sex life?' 
According to people close 
to him, his reply has always 
been, 1 have never feR the 
urge’ 





BEING THERE 


Y ou bump into them 
everywhCTe—from lush 
Bandung to dusty 
Omdurman and as far as you 
can go, all the way to the tip of 
the Americas. Even back of 
beyond you will find them — 
Punjabis, Gujaratis. Sindhis, 
Bengalis, Ma^asts and even 
the occasional Parsi—plying 
their different trades: mer¬ 
chants, airline pilots, carpen¬ 
ters, engineers, whal-have- 
you. They may not look hke 
peas in a pod, but they have 
one thing in common. They 
proudly proclaim that they are 
sprung from the womb of 
Mother India, even those bom 
in the country of their adop¬ 
tion. They are pioneers. We 
dismiss them with the ugly 
appelbtion of NRI. 

One such was Pritam Sing^. 

I bumped into him one nii^t in 
a sleepy village 50 miles out of 
Guadalajara. The driver, 
Mario, had crawled ouf from 
under the bonnet of the car 
and reported: "Sorry, senor, 
no can do. Now 1 go fhid place 
where Excellence can get 
srane sleep." 

He came back a half-hour 
later, grinning from ear to ear. 
"Find nice posada, senor.” he 
told me. "Partoa is getting 
room ready and 1 ask him to 
make some food. He is ver-ree 
hap-pee. He is uno Indiano". 

1 took no notice of the latter 
remark, as I knew from our 
records that there were iro 
persons of Indian origin in this 
neck of the woods, nor m any 
other part of Mexico, apart 
from those we had at the 
embassy and some remaining 
immigrant fanners in Baja Cali¬ 
fornia. 

The posadii was a miserable 
affair, as it turned out. Despite 
Its proximity to the IIS and the 
pronounced American influ¬ 
ence, many parts of Mexico 
are as primitive as any of our 
own backwaters. The inn¬ 
keeper greeted me with a vol¬ 
ley of gibberish which I barely 
understood and he tamed a 
kerosene-oil lanteni to show 
me to my room, where a 
naked bulb hung from the ceil¬ 
ing. encircled by moths. Apart 
from a bed against the wall and 
a snuill table beside it, the'- 
room was bare. The floor 
wa.sn't terribly clean, and I shi¬ 


vered, but not because it was 
cold. 

Then as he was about to 
leave, the man holding the lan¬ 
tern said “Jai Hind!" and I 
swung around to take a better 
ItKik. He was perhaps 30 and 
of medium height and, despite 
the hour, perched on his head 
at a rakish angle was an enor¬ 
mous sombrero which con¬ 
cealed most of his face except 
a shaggy beard and firm white 
teeth flashing through the 
growth whenever he smiled, 
which was all the tune. 

I asked him to sit beside me 
on the bed. “After 1 tell my 
esposa (wife) to bring some 
food,” he said, returnmg a mi¬ 
nute later with a bottle of te¬ 
quila in one hand and a pair of 
grubby glasses in the other. 
Quickly he poured dnnks and 
said: "Salud!" Thm he told me 
the story of his life. 

His father, wliu was over 8() 
and still lived in Vancouver, 
had come out as an indentured 
labourer on the Canadian Paci¬ 
fic Railroad. When he was 
seven or eight, his parents 
sent him to school in India at 
Moga. near their village, but 



The NRI be 
going round with an 
ugly appellation, 
out heart 


belongs here 



he didn’t like it there and he 
returned to Vancouver after 
matriculating. 

^ut the wanderlust had 
eaten into his soul, and he ran 
away from home, moving 
south to the Imperial Valley in 
Califomia, where some Sikii 
frimers had made good m a big 
way and wanted more hands to 
help in their alfalfa fields. The 
money was good but it was 
hard work and soon he tired of 
the drudgery and hitch-hiked 
his way to Los Angeles, where 
he was given some bit parts to 
play in Hollywood. Again he 
tired and on an impulse he 
boarded a bus bound for Ti¬ 
juana on the American- 



Mexican border, where he be¬ 
came a waiter in a night club. 
One night he became involved 
in a brawl, and the next he 
knew he had been dumped in a 
thicket miles from nowhere. 
By Guruji’s grace, a passing 
truck driver found him—and 
here he was, married to the 
daughter of the truck driver, 
who owned this little posada, 
which he had been asked to 
take over and develop into a 
tourist resort or something 
similar. 


“But it’s a bit off the beaten 
track.” I ventured. 

“M the better,” he replied 
defiantly. “Tourists are look¬ 
ing for peace and quiet, and 
here they’ll find it. We’re not 
far from the main highway link¬ 
ing the State capM and the 
ocean is an easy drive west 
wards. It’s all made to mea¬ 
sure.” 

. Tourism was the "in” thing 
now, Pritam Singh went on, 
and he had recently taken a 
course in hotel management at 
San Diego. He had also suc¬ 
ceeded in obtaining a loan from 
the Bank of America, and soon 
would be importing the mate¬ 
rials to convert the posada into 
a modem hostelry. 

There was a knock on the 
door and a comely, dark¬ 
haired, young woman, heavy 
with child, entered shyly and 
placed a tray on the table. She 
then left the room and brought 
back a bottle of wine. There 
weie tud^ted cluckens, fried 
potatoes and a plate of frijoles 
(beans), with freshly baked 
garlic bread. It was as satis¬ 
fying a meal as any 1 have 
eaten. All the while the girl 
lingered - in the background, 
like a good Indian wife, waiting 
for the opportunity to be 
helpful. 

‘'We will have 20 rooms,” 
Pritam Singh announced 
proudly, chewing on a chicken 
leg "(jnc we will name for you 
and vou will always have a re¬ 
servation when you come this 
side ai^in. In about a year or 
T8 months, we should be 
ready.” 

“You will become a sort of 
pioneer," I told him. 

"Something like that,” he 
agreed, without a trace of 
modesty. 

P.L. Biumdari 
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Brighter 

Horizons 

P rune Munster Chandra 
Shekhar lecently uiflied 
the SAARC nations to imple¬ 
ment programmes for the 
welfare of the gu-I child 
Commg on the heels of 
coimtiesb renews and re¬ 
trospective musmgs which 
brought up the reat to the 
Year of the Gul Child, the 
Prune Minister’s stand cer- 
tamly* holds more promise 
than that of his predecessor, 
V P Smgh, who failed to 
adopt any positive measure 
m this regard 
V P Singh, ui fact, had 
even managed to evade, m 
his characteristic manner. 


any promise of a statutory 
status to the National Com¬ 
mission for Women, ji spite 
of a commitment to do so ui 
the National Front man 
ifesto 

The statutory conunission 
was originally recommended 
by the Committee on the 
Status of Women, set up by 
Mrs Indira Gandlu m 1971 
But surpnsm^V Mrs Gan 
dhi repeatedly turned down 
demands to give the body 
statutory status ishenever 
the subject arose m Pailia 
ment. 

If appomted, the commis 
Sion would monitor and 
accelerate the process of 
equal representation for 



A ladies’ man 

women, enfoice all legisla 
tion for women’s rights (in 
eluding labour laws) and 
check discrimination in all 
spheres 


Speaking of the eradua 
tion of discriminatory alti¬ 
tudes one must surely ap 
piaud the stand adopted by 
chief of Army j>taff, Gen 

S F Kodngues, who prom¬ 
ised to make eflorts to in¬ 
duct women mto the Army 
on the eve of Armv Uav He 
said ‘I am of the opmion 
that this perception (of 
women serving the medical 
services of the Army) has to 
change and that this process 
IS lon^ overdue 1 am quite 
certain that very sexin we 
will offer oui women the 
opportunity to contribute 
effectively to national secur 
ity " Spoken like a true sol 
dier, and here’s hoping you 
see It through, tcxi. General' 


Leading the 
Way 

I f the Gulf crisis sent npples 
of concern through the auto¬ 
mobile industry, it also came 
as, a boon for the aty’s women 
entrepreneurs dealing with 
vehicles like Saswati Mukher- 
jee, possibly the first Indian 
woman automobile dealer, 
who has simply followed 
hei childhood dream to stand 
on her own feet Seven years 
ago, Saswati was the sales 
manager of a well-known com¬ 
pany dealing in cars. Once she 
learnt the ropes, she deaded 
to be her own boss 
It was, however, rmt quite 
so easy Their first obstacle 
was funds. She sold her oma- 
ments, managed to get a loan 
from a bank and thus began 
Saswab Automobiles oil 
Street But she did not stop 
there As an astute business¬ 
woman, she discovered ttiat an 
automobile dealer without a 
garage for repauw was at a 
distinct disadvmtage ao she in¬ 


vested in one Saswati Motors, 
at Bondel gate Not surprising¬ 
ly Saswati, who now employs 
over 30 persons and enjoys a 
very go^ rapport with her 
staff, IS pnmardy dependent on 
male customers for the suc¬ 
cess of her venture 

Another beacon: And 

speaking of women with a pre¬ 
ference for wheels, Calcutta 
has come up with another first 
m Sumita Ghosh—the curst 
woman autonckshaw driver 
After a woman took to dnvmg 
a taxi in Howrah, Calcuttans 
were simply awaiting someone 
with a little more gumption to 
roll off on the three-wheeler 
And there she is, nsmg to the 
challenge with her very own 
auto (number WBY 2695} that 
she shuttles back and forth, 
frenn the Behala tram depot 
towards Batanagai) ev^ since 
the original owner, her 
brother, 4ed m a mishap And 
all those belligerent men who 
resented having to sit in front 
are now singing an entirely 
different tunei it needs little 
imagination to guess why! 


Aiming High 

J avier Perez de Cuellar s 
term as secretary-general of 
the United Nations expues at 
the end of the year ana con¬ 
tenders for the coveted post 
are already warming up at the 
base line One of the 
favourites is Ms Gro Harlem 
Brundtland, a former Pnme 
Minister of Norway, and if 
chosen, she will be the liist 
woman to head the woiid body 
in Its 45-year history 
Ms Brundtland has a strong 
case despite an unwritten law 
which says the post should be 
filled in turn by persons from 
Gro Harlem Brundtland 



all over the globe Two Scan¬ 
dinavians have already held Uie 
post—Norway’s Tiygve Lie 
(1946-1952) and Swede Dag 
Hammarskfoold from 1953 tiU 
his death in a plane cra^ m 
1953 

But the name most fre¬ 
quently mentioned at diploma¬ 
tic receptions and m the corn- 
dors of the UN headquarters 
at New York is that of Ms 
Brundtland, although by 
ni^ts, the successor to Perez 
de Cuellar should be an Afri¬ 
can But in 1986, when Perez 
de Cuellar's first term was 
neanng its end and the Peru¬ 
vian diplomat showed little in¬ 
terest in continuing in the 
post, the African nations in the 
UN f^ed to agree on a cande 
date If this recurs, the 51- 
year-old Ms Bnindtlbnd has a 
good chance of being elected 

‘This would, indeed, raise 
the hopes of women all over 
the world for she would be heir 
to five male chiefs m an orga- 
rasabon that is certainly not 
renowned for providing equal 
opportunities for women 


Sudipta Bhattacharjee 











HERITAGE a Mitro 


THE IRAN SOam BUILDING 



The building occupied by the 
Iran Society at 12 Kyd Street 
in central Calcutta originally 
belonged to James Harwell, 
son of Richard Harwell and col¬ 
league of Warren Hastings. 
Corporation records show that 
James Harwell's house was 
built in the early 19th century. 
The Iran Society purchased 
the premises with its palatial 
building, lawn and out-houses, 
not too long ago for Rs 
?,41,000. James Harwell died 
in or about 1841 "at his house 
in Chowringhee”. The house 
passed onto several hands be¬ 
fore the Iran Society purch¬ 
ased it. 

The Iran Society is purely a 
cultural institution en^ged in 
the study of Indo-lranian rela¬ 


tions and culture. Dr Muham¬ 
mad Ishaque, founder of the 
society, joined Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity's department of Arabic 
and Persian as lecturer in 1927 
and retired as reader and head 
of the department in 1960. 

The Iran Society was estab¬ 
lished on August 27,1944. Dr 
Ishaque went to Iran in 1930 
ai a young researcher; and in 
1938 was granted the Ghosh 
Travelling Fellowship of the 
Calcutta University for study 
at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, London. He. 
came in contact with His Impe¬ 
rial Majesty the Shahanshah 
Mt^iammad Reza Pahlavi 
Aryamehr of Iran, and visited 
Iran several times: the last 
being in 1966 as an Indian dele¬ 


gate to the World Congress of 
Iranologists in Tehran. An au¬ 
thor of several books on Indo- 
lranian relations. Dr Ishaque 
died on September 12, 1969. 
The Calcutta Municipal Cor¬ 
poration renamed the Kyd 
Street after Dr Ishaque in 
1971, waiving all fbnnalities. 
(Kyd Street had got its name 
from James Kyd, son of Col 
Kyd, founder of the Botanical 
Gardens and mte of Calcutta’s 
earliest .ship-builders.) 

Besides bringing out a jour¬ 
nal, the society is busy in other 
spheres as well. The mem- 
l^ship of the society is open 
to scholars and people in¬ 
terested in the advancement of 
Indo-lranian relations. 
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C hjldren pt rtormmy rhythmic gymnastic and aerobic exercises at Jubiiee Park in 


Jamshedpur 


the 


programme and (inset) V.S. Rainahhadran 


A man with a dream 


part 


as 


of a Five-Star 


A t a time when diarges and recri¬ 
minations are still being traded over 
India’s dismal display in the recent 
Beijing Asian Games, a sports programme 
has come to light which, if adopted scrupu¬ 
lously throughout the country, should 
make India a formidable competitor in the 
not-too-distant future, and perhaps one 
day put it on the map of Olympic medal 
winners. 

'Fhe programme is not new and is an 
improvisation of a similar scheme started 
in Britain in the Fifties. It was initiated in 
1978 by former international athlete V.S. 
Kainabhadran, originally from Kerala, who 
was the national high jump champion for 
three consecutive years from 1976, and 
represented the country in several inter¬ 
national meets. It is an indication of the 
poor sports fadlities in the country at that 
time that, while preparing for the Tokyo 
Asian Games, Ramabhadran seriously in¬ 
jured a knee during pole vault practice 
because there were no mattresses to 
cushion his fall. His own career having 
been written off, Ramabhadran made it his 
single-minded objective to bring out the 
talent lying dormant among India’s teem¬ 
ing millions and help develop world class 
athletes. He began ^s in a modest way in 
Jamshedpur, where he was (and still is) 
employed with Tata Steel. 

“The Five-star Award scheme as it is 
called,” says Ramabhadran, “envisages a 
three-stage approach to developing an 
athlete, with the added benefit of keeping 


Carlyle Chapman looks at 
a sports programme, 
wlii ch n ot only catches 
'em young but also costs 
very little, at least to 
begin with. Given the 
right impetus, it could 
grow into a nationwide 
movement and provide 
the long-awaited light at 
the end of the tunnel 


anybody who follows the plan in peak 
physical condition, immaterial of his or her 
athletic potential.” Setting out vnth the 
scientific idea that a person's genetic 
makeup is a factor in his or her athletic 
prowess, the Five-Star attempts to build 
on this innate skill, honing it to higher 
levels of achievement. 

Certain motor muscles can attain max¬ 
imum flexibility and manoeuvrability by the 
time a child is eight-to-12 years old, 
after which their suppleness can only be 
maintained through exercise. There is a 
deceleration in the growth of certain hor- 




jamshedpur school student 
Richa Mehrotra, who topped the 
Five-Star competition, displaying her 
certificates and badges 

mones, too, by this age. Ramabhadran 
exploited this fact to sliape the first part ot 
his programme for children from the ages 
of one to eight. The children are first 
trained to do head rolls (on cushioned 
mattresses to prevent injury) and later 
taught hand stands, somersaults, cart¬ 
wheels, horse vaulting, back flips, rope 
ladder scaling and Roman nng exercises. 
Along with this they perform aerobics to 


13 











improve limb coordiii.'ilion. According to a 
stiidv, this basic iraining also helps pre¬ 
vent many diseases including those of the 
heart, which are Indieved to have their 
ongin III childhiKxl. 

Ill the next slage---f()r children between 
nine and M- the Kive-Star Award Incen¬ 
tive goes into effect to spot sjiorting talent 
among the children. They are made to 
regularly comiiete in dti disciplines in track 
and field events and given scores in eaih. 
According to the scores, cenficales are 
issued atid grades allotted, the inaxiinum 
being ‘Five .Stars' for an ideal perform¬ 
ance There is also a Five-Star trophy for 
the best athlete, designed by Kamabhad- 
ran himself. These incentives spur the 
children to constantly better their stan¬ 
dards. 

The last stage of Kamabhadran’s 
scheme involves the griximing of talented 
athletes at the national level by providing 
them with the latest facilities available and 
continuously monitoring theff progress in 
comparison with international standards. 
“This phase also aims to ensure that the 
athletes are in peak physical condition with 
proper dieting and training. ” 

“When I fust introduced the scheme in 


Jamshedpur, the response was lukewarm, 
wth parents tearing that tlieir children 
would be tiK) exiiausted by all these extra 
workouts to concentrate on their studies. 
Now, however, more than It) schools in 
the steel city have mcorfxirated the gym¬ 
nastics and aerobics routine in their curri¬ 
culum, and teachers themselves say they 
find the children more alert and attentive 
in class." 

Kainabliadran also tcxik the progtamme 
back to his village, Vakkom, in sports- 
conscious Kerala, and soon was able to set 
it up on a wide scale. The advantage to 
popularity that the project claims is the 
cheapness of implementing the initial 
phase. f)nly a few ropes, benches, mat¬ 
tresses and poles, and a cleared area will 
suffice for an improvised gymnasium, put¬ 
ting it within the reach of poorer and rural 
sections of the community which have a 
wealth of natural talent to offer. 

China and some other Far Fast coun¬ 
tries adopted a similar fitness programme 
as far back as the Sixties and have since 
made advances which have astonished 
even the advanced countries. Of course 
tills is notwithstanding the drugs that are 
involved. “1 am not agamst legitimate 


sports drugs once an athlete has reached 
the maximum level he can attain without 
it,” Ramabhadran emphasises. 

“I feel sure that if the Five-Stai Award 
Incentive project is taken up as a mass 
movement in India, our country, too, will 
be among the medals," says the six-toot- 
tall Tata sports co-ordinator. He has 
already received an encouraging response 
from the Sports Authority of India who 
have evinced interest in merging the prog¬ 
ramme with those they have already 
started, and also of running it on the morn¬ 
ing show of Doordarshan to generate 
nationwide awareness. The eastern re¬ 
gional director of SAI, O.P. Bhatia, said 
the organisation would pass on the scheme 
to the roacties and principals of the various 
schools under its aegis for implementation, 
to supplement its own atWetics training 
programme. The Lakshmibhai National 
College of Physical Education in Delhi and 
the Kerala Sports Council (KSC) ffave 
already offered to adopt the scheme. In 
fact, KSC has invested funds in the project 
for villages in the state. 

Ramabhadran is certainly not content to 
sit back and let things take their course. “I 
want to see all schools in the steel belt. 


Matter of 
nergy 

trength, speed and endurance— 
these are the three basic require- 
its for any athlete to excel after his 
ibility and co-ordination have been 
t up. Sports disciplines are divided 
I two categories, one where the 
lete's aerobic capacity should be 
1 and the other where he needs to 
e a greater anaerobic capacity, 
lerobic capacity is necessary in fast 
nts like a lOtFmetre dash, where 
muscles bum up energy at a rate 
er than that at which an athlete 
ss in oxygen. In this situation the 
ly’s metabolic system compensates 
forming lactic acid, which if it 
umulates without being assimilated 
Is to muscle cramps—a common 
iplaint of sprinters. 

Aerobic respiration meurs in those 
■rts where the body bums up energy 
I slower pace, allowing the oxygen 
ag taken in to be stored as energy 
■n while the muscles are active. 
;h disciplines include many field 
mts like shot put, high jump and 
g-distance running. 

"o a great extent the aerobic and 
erobic capacities of an individual are 
ted by genetic factors. The rest can 
improved thiough practice. 


•i-A.. 


Schoolchildren practise a hand-stand for a mass gymnastics display 











top sports officials, inciudinK the president 
of the European Coaches AssiK'ialioh, 
Frank W. Dick, and a representative of the 
Central Council of Physical Recieation in 

Striking the 
Right Baiance 

R amabhadran propounds a well- 
balanced meal of approximately 15 
per cent protein, 35 per cent fat and 50 
per cent carbohydrate. His detailed 
dietary regimen is as follows: 

• At least two daily servings of dairy 
products like milk and cheese for 
adults, four such servings for teena¬ 
gers and three tor children; 

• Two or more daily servings of meat 
and other proteins, each serving being 
five ounces; 

• Four or more servings of vegetables 
and fruits, with at least one dark green 
or deep yellow vegetable, one citrus 
fruit and one other item—fruit or- 
vegetable; 

• Four or more daily servings of bread 
and other cereals. 

Athletes, Ramabhadran feels, should 
eat a well-balanced meal three hours 
prior to an event in which they are 
participating. Contrary to popular opin¬ 
ion, Ramabhadran indicates that vita¬ 
mins given to athletes to boost their 
performance may actually be de¬ 
trimental in the wrong quantities. Vita¬ 
mins A and D in excess are toxic, B 
complex vitamins are already present 
in the diet and one component, Niacin, 
is harmful in excess. Excess of vitamin 
C is toxic and vitamin E, too. is thou^t 
to be harmful, says Ramabhadran, who 
has attended conferences oh sports 
medicine. 


the l!K, Chris hark'. Both officials were 
impressed with the progriiinineand volun¬ 
teered to loiunbiite their expertise in 
making it a sir cess in India. Frank Dick is 
also the director of coiuhing for the 
Amateur Athletn .Association, who he 
lieves Kaniabhadran's projei t wll have an 
‘'immense imp;ict on the present and fu¬ 
ture quality of life in the kkal coniiriuiuy 
and iiati(inall> tn India.” 

Ramabhadraii's cru.sade to .sjiread fus 
dreamchild has also taken him to the Un¬ 
ited Arab Lniir.ii«‘s (II.AIC) where he in¬ 
tends to start the projei t in local scIuhiIs. 
His suggestion has been leceived with 
enthusiasm by the authorities there and he 
is optimistic of It catching on “The UAF 
has abundant resources to encoiiiage 
sportsmen, ” he said. 

The students by and largi- are enthu¬ 
siastic about the progiamriie. Some of 
them have even persuaded then patents 
to set up miniature gyms at home where 
they practise their acrobatic skills. Several 
students of the Sacred Heart Convent, 
Loyola school. Little Flower SchiKil and 
other institutions have claimed benefits 
from the programme in their sports 

Primary schoolchildren practising rope 
climbing and vaulting for flexibilit 
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like Bokaro, Rourkela, Durgapur and Bhi¬ 
lai taking up the programme. Then I intend 
to have at least five or six centres in each 
state where the scheme can run to com¬ 
pletion so that all the three stages wiU 
mesh and bring forth Five-Star material,” 
he says confidently. 

This is definitely a tall order for one 
man, but Ramabhadran does not intend it 
to be a one-man show. “If the various 
business houses in the public and piivate 
sectors step in to back the project, it can 
achieve the goal it is meant for." ’I'hough 
the initial phase of the project involves 
little or no cost, the later stages would 
prove more effective if supported with the 
latest infrastructure in the form of soph¬ 
isticated equipment for measuring the 
aerobic and anaerobic capacity of athletes 
(to fit them into a suitable .sports disci¬ 
pline), modem exercise kits and other pa¬ 
raphernalia. all or most of which need to 
be imported. 

Ramabhadran's own employers have 
been very forthcoming in helping spread 
the fitness message , in Jamshedpur. 
Ramabhadran even visited the United 
Kingdom recently as a representative of 
his company, to discuss the project with 



A group of parents of ICSE students 
and a Jamshedpur 
school principal discussing the 
gymnastics and athletic programme 


careers. 

Deepab F'erti of the Sacred Heart was 
spotted in this programrm- at the age of 10 
and has earned a five-star ratuig. She is 
now 15 years old. Another girl from the 
same s< hmil, asked how the project had 
affected her, said: "1 play baskethalf and 
this piogramnie has defmitelv heljied im¬ 
prove my lump and flexibility " 

The F.ive-Star fitness-i iim-athletii s 
programme faces a long and tough road 
head. Will it remain the inspired efiorts of 
a single disillusioned former athlete and a 
tew others like hini, or will the countiy and 
its citizens who have the wherewithal step 
up to patronise and participate in tins and 
other similar schemes to produce Olym¬ 
pians? Will an Olympic scoreboard reading. 
‘India—Gold-10, Silver-5, Bronze 2', re¬ 
main a dream, or can it be a reality,' f)nly 
time will tell. ■ 












PANORAAAA 


T ht-rt^'-, new evidence that two 
Cameroon killer lakes—Nyos and 
Moiioiiri - -are beiriK recharged with 
deadly carbon dioxide. 

In August 19Hb, Nyos. a jewel-like cra¬ 
ter lake, empled with a burst of deadly 
carbon-dioxiile gas that killed peo¬ 

ple Smaller Monoun. 59 miles to the 
south, had already stunned thi* VVest Afri¬ 
can nation two years earlier with an out¬ 
burst that left 'A7 dead 

Probes of Lake .Nyos' bottom waters by 
a team of I’S scientists show a ilfi [ler cent 
buildup of carbon dioxide since May 19K7. 
"It's a stick of 'I'.N'l waiting to go off," 
cxincludes researcli sin-nlist (leorge W. 
Kling, who recc-ntiv finished his analysis of 


There’s a time bomb 


ticking in Cameroon’s 


lakes, writes 


DonaldJ. Frederick 


l^kc Nyos water samples at the Marine 
Kiological Laborafoiv in Woods Hole, 
Massacheussets. 

"Our data IS still incomplete, hut we 
think that Monouii is recharging too," says 
Michele L, 'I'uttle, a I IS C,«-ological Survey 
re.search cliernist and a member of the 
scientific team th it is studying the lakes. 

Some scientists have argued that the 
I9d<) release of gas from l^kc- Nyos was 
caused by a volcanic eruption. 

Kluig and his colleagues aie now con¬ 
vinced that carbon dioxide, formed deep 
inside the earth, feeds into the lake from 
one 01 more underground springs. Hut 
differences in water temperature and 
mineral concentrations keep the gas near 
the fjottom of the lake. 

The lake's waters forni two layers The 
weight of the up|K*r layer acts as a lid and 
holds the gas on the bottom until a violent 
event such as a landslide,an earth tremor, 
or a volcanic eruption stirs the super¬ 
charged Ixittoin waters upward The re¬ 
sult IS a violent, loaniing eruption much 
like the uncorking of a warm Ijottle of 
champagne. 

A dense, colourless gas, carbon dioxide 
weighs one and a half limes as much as air. 
A concentrated form is used iii fire exting¬ 
uishers because it pushes air aside and 
robs fire of the oxygen needed for burning. 

'Hiese I'onsequences were evident at 

■ , " ‘ - •I'V. '. -‘I- 

Lake Nyos IftCWM 



Lake Nyos. The eruption of lake gas 
formed a ground-hugging cloud that, as it 
moved, pushed aside breathable air. A 
similar thing happened at l^ke Monoun. In 
both ca.ses, the victims were robbed of 
oxygen and asphyxiated. 


No one knows what tnggered the lakes 
outbursts. One mvestigation into the Lake 
Monoun incident concluded that a landslide 
disturbed dis.solved gas tliat fiad become 
trapped in the bottom water after leaking 
from a deep volcanic fissure. 
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1'his came as no surpnse. Caniercwn's 
crater-lake disinct is a volcanicaUv active 
reRi{)n Faults aiid ciiitiTs siai tlie face of 
the land. Man> may still leak lunies from 
subterranean cracks. 
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Monitoring device in the middle of Lake Nyos in Cameroon 
measures various climatic conditions including water 
temperatures at nine different levels. Scientists have found a 
correlation between the buildup of dangerous carbon dioxide 
gas and rising temperatures on the lake bottom 



Research scientist George W. Kling tests Lake Nyos’ waters xn 
Cameroon. Measurements show that carbon dioxide in the lake 

C has increased 26 per cent since May 1987, threatening another 
explosion of the gas. Another outburst could destroy a natiiral 
.#lnMA n^nt« 4 an*n<a I0I/4J Qnrl riAnrlini' »K fnr as Nieeria 


A shallower < 10(1 sninllei lake than 
Nyos, Monoun does not have the 
capacity to release as much gas as its 
neighbour. Yet, a fuiuie eniption could Ije 
just as deadly as the last, depending on 
wind direction 

‘‘If another event occurs and the wind is 
blowing .south, it would carry the gas right 
into a small village," says Kling, whose 
work in Camenxxn has lK-(*n supported by 
the National ('tcom^aphic SiH ioly. 

So far, the Lake .N'vos and Lake Monoun 
tragedies .ire the only recorded events in 
which gas released from lakes has t'jused 
the loss of human lives. 

Even withoul the gas. Lake Nyos' wa¬ 
ters are a threat. Any future disaslei at 
the lake might undermine a iiatuial dam of 
soft volcanic rock that holds the lake witlun 
the crater. 

■‘The dam has been steadily eriRling 
since its toimation about 4tX) years ago, ” 
says Jolin Ltickwood, a volcanologist at the 
US Geological Survey’s Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory. "Its collapse would 1 h' like 
letting the Mississippi River rampagi* for a 
half hour or so. KUkkI waters from Lake 
Nyos would probably reach Nigeria. 65 
miles away." 

L<x;kwood advocates installing a pipe on 
one Bide of the lake that would carry out 
water, lowering the level enough to pre¬ 
vent a flash flood if the fragile spillway 
collapses. 

An even bigger time bomb may be tick¬ 
ing miles away in a larger lake tliat stores a 
lot more carbon dioxide than its counter¬ 
parts in Cainero<>n. Nearly .50 miles wide. 
Lake Kivu fills the rift between Zaire and 
Rwanda, and Uie area around it is heavily 
populated. 

Bacterial action converts much of Kivu’s 
carbon dioxide to methane, which can be 
burned as fuel. A Rwandan brewery 
already fuels its boilers on lake methane. 

“I’m most concerned about the possibil¬ 
ity of a volcanic eruption below this lake, ’’ 
says Lockwood, “'lliat could trigger both 
carbon dioxide and a deadly fire storm 
from burning metliane. ’’ 'file resultmg fire¬ 
ball would deva.state the densely populated 
lake basin. 

Since Kivu is in an active, volcanic nft- 
z.ine, LockwcKjd hopes that some kind of 
early-warning device can be mstalkxl near 
the lake. Many scientists advocate a con¬ 
trolled degassing of the entire lake. It lias 
been estimated that Kivu'.s waters hold 
more than 82 million cubic yards of 
methane and five times as much carbon 
dioxide. 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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YCUftfty CURRY ORonjit Rq\ 


British Metric Ingredients 


Metric 


6 6 egos, large 


711 02 (llcups) 200ml oil, pr^mably grourKinut 


1 tbsp 


ssdt, to taste 


alnge>fry masala 


cumin seed, whole 


green curry leaves 


follow-up maeala 1 


onions, large, finely sliced 




American 


B 


1 tbsp 


1 tap 

5g 

ginger pasta 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

I5g 

garlic pute 

1 tbsp 

1 tsp 

20 

chilli powder 

1 tsp 

2 tsps 

5.5 g 

cumin powder 

2 tsps 

follow-up mooala 2 

31)602 

likg 

tomatoes, large, rad. 

3b6o2 



skinned & strained 


follow-up motMla 3 



10 0 green coriander, leaves only 


green chillies, sliced 



garnieh maeala 

a 

l02^CUp) 

10 g green coriander, ieaves only 

i-cup 


Wash flic t(imat(x‘s. Steam or boil for 
8-10 minutes. F'uree ui a blendei and 
strain. Keep the pulp to one side. 

Heat oil until it is almost smoking, add 
the sinfU’-fr}’masala and blown for about 2 
minutes. Add the follow-uf) masala I, 
starting with the onions until thev are 
brown and follow it immediately with the 
remaiiung masala and salt Stir fry for 
about ;i minutes, then add the lollow-up 
masala 2 of tomato pulp and rook on mod¬ 
erate heat for 15-20 minutes till the oil is 
released. Now add the fullow-up masala 3. 
By now the consistenry will be like thick 
tomato soup. 

Transfer to a baking dish and add the 
eggs one by one (see note at the end). 
Have the oven preheated to 18t) deg C and 
bake for 5-8 minutes or till the eggs have 
set. Remove from oven and add the gar- 
msh masala, and serve. 

Note: Best eaten by itself- May also bt> 
had with any bread or boiled nee. 

Do not put all the eggs together in one 
bowl. They should be broken one by one 
into a cup or a wine glass before being put 
together in a larger dish. There are two 
reasons for this. Firstly, it helps avoid a 
bad egg, secondly the yolk may break. If 
bad, throw it away and clear, the cup. 
Should the yolk break keep it for scram¬ 
bled eggs or omlette. Also, the egg from a 
cup or wine glass pours evenly onto the 
sauce. 


Eggs in 

Tomato 

Cuny 

v 

A very popular dish of Hydcrabadi on- 
gin. The sauce is basic and can also be 
used for such things as prawns or 
even mushrooms. The sauce is piquant 
and resembles, to some extent, the 
Hungarian Letcho. 

Serves 6 

Cooking Time: 40—50 minutes 
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From Curry Curry Curry by Ran jit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 



















Ishlta Mukberjep, Rita Koyral and Debashree Roy in Ahaukaar 



• Bahaar Aane Tak New 

Cmoma (lyiin Sarini 270147) 4 
^hows 

A musual rnnuiiLe starling 
Kupa (languly Sumtpt SaiKil 
Nivin Nisihii 1 itK) Shih ind 
Moon Moon Sen lh« liliii is 
diucted t)> 1 itKj Shah ml the 
mustt IS bv Kajt sh Roslnn 

• Khilaaf Open (l«nin Smni 
2K1849i (tract (Mahitmi (luidhi 
Road 191090) (’uma!>rec (Raja 
Raj KisstnStrtct WO))) Kalika 
(Sadananda Koid 478141) 

Diuitcd bv Rijeev NiKpaul tnd 
with music b\ I ixmikant I'yartlal 
the film stais Chunkcy Panday 
Madhun Dixit and Anupam Khei 

• Pathar Ke Insan Jyoti (I emn 
Sarani 2411)2) (teni (Alt Bose 
Road 249828) Pnbhat (thittai 
anjan Avtnut )907(>2 lilkie 
Show House (Shibdis Bhidun 
Street VtWS) Menoka (Sarat 
thatterjec Avenue 410417) Bina 
(BidhanSarim 111522) 

A film bv Shorau Mukherji star 
rinjiVinod Khaniia Sndevi Jackie 
Shroff and Poonain Dhillon Ihc 
musK IS by Bappi Lahin 

• Pyar Ka Devta Roxv 
(Chowrmi;ht< Place 284138) 

11 2 1. 5 10 8 4S 

Directed by K Bapaiah and with 
music by laxnukant Pyartlal the 
chief attractions of this him are 
Mithun Chakraborty Madhun Due 
It Rupa Ganguly Shakti Kapcxir 
Moushunu Chatteijee and Kadei 
Khan 

• Sanam Bewafa laitus (S N 
Baneqee Road 242664) Indira 
(Indra Roy Road 471757)- 4 
shows 

A love story interspersed with 
actions this Saawan Kimar him 
stars balman Khan and debutante 
Chandni Others co stamng are 


new find Kmchan Punect Issii 
Psnkaj Dhetr Dinnv md Pnii 
The music is bv Mahesli Kishor 
• Saugandh i litc (S N B me i 
jte Road 241)8)) Moonlight 
(T C Dutta Street 2 >19 4)) Aloe 
hhava (Ilchagh'ita Mam Road 
155059) Midhub 111 (Rigent 
Park) 

A 61m by Rij Sippv stinmg 
Raakhet Mukesh Khanna Pmkai 
Dheer and Kupa (languly 


Bengali Pilms 


• Ahankaar SrcedlidhanSin 
ni 551515) Pui ibi iMihitma 
(>andhi Road )50680) Ujiali 
(Russa Road 478(i66) ) shows 

Directed bv Snkanta Ouhathi 
kuita and with music by R I) 
Bunnman the maui c ist compiis 
es Pra*enjit Debashree Roy 
Utpal Dutt Kali Baneijec Anup 
Kumar and Ranjit Mulliek 

• Mahaajan Minat (Bidhin 
Sarani 552751) Bijoli (S P 
Mukhetjee Road 4734ha) thha 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road 
352740) 2 45 5 10 8 15 

An Anjjn Ghoudhury 61m star 
nng Ulpal Dutt Kaitjil Mulhek 
Sandhya Roy Kali Baneijce Joy 
Kanenee Chumki Choudury and 
Tapas Paul I he music is by Swa 
pat Chakrabortv 

• Rajnartaki Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani 5511)1) Prachi (Alt Bos* 
Road 271282) Puma (S P 
Mukherjee Road 474567)—3 
ahows 

Sudha Chandran s debut Bengah 
61m whicd) also stars lapas Paul 
Basanta Chowdhury Anup Kumar 
Sailen Mukherjee Numal Kumar 
and Rajeshwan Roy Choudhury 
The 61iii IS directed by Narayan 
Chakraborty and the music is by 
Bireshwar Sarkar 





Spt-i ial Kvi'iil'' 


3 Febnitry 6 30 pm 

Padatik will atage the Hmdi 
play Baanshwala Directed by 
Ro^yMamott the cast includes 
Raiaram Yagmk Shakil Khan 
B M Hada Sanchiyita Bhat 
Urtiarya Vuiay Shamu Mehmud 
Mam and Aiun Shamia 

At Cyan Mamh (11 Prctoru 
Street) 

S&6Febiuary 6pm 

Chandnis Iflth annual festival 
of classical dame and music fea 
tuies Bela Amah (thumn) Ucbait 
Chalaaiarty (sitar) ind Anindhati 
Roy (Odissi) on Sth and 
Harashaiikar Bhattichaiya (sitar) 
and Abhijit Roy (Kathak) on bth 
At (lyan Maiich (11 Pretoria 
jtieet) 

7 February 6 30 pm 

Nandikar will stage Sm/chipur 
et Sukanya directed by Rudnpra 


sad Sengupta 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road 284302) 

7 February onwardt 3 pm • 8 
pm 

A week long exhibition of paint 
ngs by Aditya Bandyopadhyay and 
Samir Bandyopadhyay in the West 
Gallery 

• Prabir Gupta wiQ hold a week 
long exhibition of his pamUigs m 
the North Gallery 

• A week long cxhibitHin of paint 
mgs by Sukumar Ghosh and others 
in the New South GaDery 

• Gour Ghosh will hold a week 
long exhibition of his paintings in 
the South Gallery 

a Sakti Brata Mukhi lyec will hold 
a week long exhibition of his pamt 
mgs m the New Gallery 

At Academy of hmc Aits 
(Cathedral Road 284 k)2) 

7 February 6 pm 
Shiiymi and Shniti Steels Pvt 



An Odiui group performance by Padatik 

1 Id present a solo Kathak recital 9() 91 I 
by Keya Chanda ing n 

At Gym Mamh (11 Pretoria (c licit 
Strut) Keluchir 

8 February 6 30 pm U Biswa 

Pancham Vaidic presents Saoh was aloi 

Mitras Krthaj Amnta Sainaan Reini I 

At Academy of Fm« Arts jyashn () 
(C ithedral Road 284302) dui t and 

9 February 630 pm At (j 

As part of the Wmter )<estival Stri ct) 


90 91 Psditik presents in tvrn 
ing of Odis I da nets 
t( 1)01 tog Mpht d by (luru 
Keluch Iran Mihaplira md Shamu 
U Biswa<) ft liming Shatniila Bis 
was along with Shirmila Paul 
Retni Jana Siswili Mitri Ra 
jyashn (>h<)sh and others m solo 
dm t and group ornjio itirm< 

At Gyan Mtmh (II Prtlont 
Stri tt) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and dapaitura timaa ara for Calcutta. FIguraa In braekata 
danctatba days, 1 baing Monday. 


This scheduli is eOectlve Ull February 5 


International 


Caicutta-Bombay Condon-Naw 
York Dep (2) AMOi at 0230 
Bombay Caicutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo Arr (bj Al 306 at 1915 
Dep (5) Al 306 at 2020 
Tokyo Bangkok Calcutta 
Bomnay Arr (6) Al 309 at 1910 
Dep (6) Al 309 at 2025 
LoitdomDelhhCalcuRa Ar (7) 
Al 132 1 326 at 1230 

* Moscow Bharjah-Caloutta Arr 
(4) SU 537 at 1625 

* Calcutta-Sharlah Moscow 
Dep (4) SU 538 at 1625 

* Moscow-Taahkent-Karaclii 
Calcutta-Hanol Arr (2) SU 541 
at 0755 Dep (2) SU 541 al090S 

* HanoGCalcutta'Karachl- 
Taahkent-Moacow Arr (2) SU 
542 at 1755 Dep (2) SU 542 at 
1905 

Calcutta-Amman Dep (6) RJ 
185 at 0630 

Amman-Calcutta Arr (4) RJ 1B4 
at 0800 

Caleutta-SIngapore Dep (2) 
SO 416 at 1130 and Dep M) SO 
420 at 1310 

Slngapore^tcutta Arr (2) SO 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4) SO 420 at 
1210 

Cateutta-Bangkok Dep (2 4 7) 
1C 231 at 0900 Dep (1 3 6) tq 
314 at 1355 

Bangkok-Cateutta Arr (2 4 7) 
IC-2M at 1500 Arr (1 3 6) TQ 
313 at 1240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu Dep (1 
5) RA 214 at 1530 
KUhmandU'Caleutta Arr (1 5) 
RA213at 1430 

Calcutta-Ohaka Dep (daily) BQ 
092 at 1150 and BQ 098 at 2020 


Dep (1 4 7) BQ 094 at 1700 
Dhaka-Calcutta Arr (daily) BQ 
091 at 1110 and BQ 097 at 1940 
An (1 4 7) BG 093 al 1620 
Calcutta>Chlttagong Dep (2 5) 
BG 696 at 1355 

Chlttagong-Catculta An (2 5) 
BG 697 at 1310 

Catcutta-Paro Dep (2) KB 106 
at 0900 Arr (2) KB 105 at 0800 


Domestie 




PrintBd hwo to tb» raoutor Indian Alrlinaa sonaduto. 
Thto to, howavar. aub|^ to ohangB- Paaaangara ara 
adviaad to koop trook of announeomonta nuHla by 
Indian Alrlinaa bi ttw praaa. For aaaiatanoo, thoy 
may eontoet 162848. 282688, 286888. 282417, , 
888433 . 688841/20/4/8 and 88 9833 . __J 


Calcutta-Bombay Dep (2) Al 
101 at 0230 

Delhl-Calciitta Arr (1) Al 1328 at 
1230 


An (daily) 1C 730 at 1130 and 1C 
726 at 1530 

Calcutta>Texpur>Jerhat- 
Calcutta Dep (2 3 4 5 7) 1C 
213 at 0805 Arr (2 3 4 5 7) 
1C 213 at 1200 

Calcutta-Guwabatl-Oimapur 
Dep (1 3 5 7) 1C 219 at 0810 
Arr (1 3 5 7) 1C 220 at 1250 
Calcutta-Bhubaneswar-Nagpur- 
Hgderabad Dep (3 5) 1C 269 at 
1650 Arr (3 5) IC 270 at 2040 
Calcutta-Imphal Dep (2 4 7) 
IC 259 at 1330 Arr (2 4 7) IC 
260 at 1610 


Calcutta-Bagdogra Dep (daily) 
IC 221 at 1300 An (da l>) IC 222 
at 1520 


Calcutta-Dalhi Dep (daiivj ic 

263 at 0800 and IC 402 at 1730 
Arr (daily) IC 401 at 1240 and IC 

264 at ^35 

Calcutta-Bombay Dep (daily) 
IC 176 at 0850 and IC 273 at 2000 
Arr (daily) IC 175 at 0750 and IC 
274 at 1650 

Calcutta-Madraa ep (1 2 4 6) 
IC 265 at 1715 Dep (3 5 7) IC 
765 at 1630 Arr (1 2 4 6) 10 266 
at 2205 Arr (3 6 7) tC 766 at 
2140 

Caleutti-Vtaag-Madraa Dep (1 
4 6) IC 542 at 1040 Arr (1 4 6) 
IC 541 at 0915 

Calcutta-Bangatora Dep (i 2 
4 6) IC771at1630 Dep (3 5 7) 
1C 271 at 1620 Arr (1 2 4 6) 
IC-772 at 2220 Arr (3 5 7) IC 
272 at 2150 

Caleuttamuwahati Dep (dally) 
IC>729 at 0630 and IC 727 at 1230 


Calcutta-Stichar-Imphal Dep 

(daily) IC 255 at 0740 Arr (daily) 
IC 256 at 1220 

Caicutta-Dtbrugarh Dep (daily) 
IC 201 at 1305 An (daily) IC 202 
at 1635 

Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna 
Lueknow-Oalhl Dep (1 3 5) IC 
410 at 0905 Dep (7) IC410 at 
1530 Arr (1 3 5 7) IC 409 at 
1545 

Caleutta-Port Blair Dep (2 4 
6) IC 285 at 0545 Arr (2 4 6) 
rc 286 at 1015 

Calcutta* *Poft Blair-Car Nlootiar 
Dep (1) IC 287 at 0546 Arr (1) 
IC 286 at 1235 

Calcutta-Agartala Dep (daily) 
IC 241 at 0600 Dep (2) IC245at 
1040 Dep (2) IC 243 at 1400 Arr 
(1 2 4) IC 242 at 1000 Arr (3 5 
6 7) IC 242 ft 1450 Arr (2) IC- 
246 at 1240 Arr (2) IC 244 at 
1600 


Caieutta>Agailala>implwl Dep 
(1 3 5) PF727at0S30 An (1 3 

5) PF-7a at 1120 
Caloutta-/toaftala*8Holw Dap 
(71 PF 729A at 0550 Arr m 
Pf-TSOA at 1050 
Caleulla'Shlilong-Quwahall- 
Calcutta Dap (1 3 5 n PF-TOi 
al1140 Arr (1 3 5 7) PF-702at 
1616 

Caleutta-Agarlala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahahar-Agartala-Caleutta 
Dap (2 4 6) PF729at05S0 Arr 
(2 4 8) PF 730 at 1040 
Caleutta-Silchar-Shfllong* 
OuwatwtMMlehar-Caleutta Dep 
(2 4 6) PF 701 at 1100 Arr (2 4 

6) PF-702 at 1715 
Caloutta-Rourfcaia Dep (1 3 S) 
PF715 at 0600 Arr (1 3 6) 
PF 716 at 0856 

Caleutta-Quwahatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabari-DIbnigatb-Tacu Dm (2 
6) PF-709 at 0815 Arr (2 6) 
PF 710 at 1840 

Caleutta-Quwaliatl-DImapur* 
Jortwt-Ulalwn-Oninigarfi Dep 
(4) PF 709 et 0815 Arr (4) PF- 
710 at 1750 

Caleutla-Ouwahatl-Olmapur- 
Jer|Mrt-Ulabart-Olbrugai1i-T«Ri 
Dap (7) PF 709 at 0600 ^ (7) 
PF-710 at 1705 

Caleutta-Alaawl-Sllohar. 
OuwebaU Dap (1 3 6 7) PF 


No trafl c nghts on Caicutii Shiijah Caitutia and CaiCbtia Karaer i Tuhkant Caicuna 












JUNIOR WHIRL a Hal Koufmon 






Hlliiiiiiiinr 


MONKEY aai Our wtial elaimt Emm m 13 monkay* in III* 
pictur* abov*. Haw long wW tt laha to End Itiam aHT 


a CATCH 551 In saparata stapa, add and subtract Ibrea 
from a cartain mimbar Multiply the two results and the 
answer is 55 What is the number? hiA* u laquinu *ui 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


r 


CAN YOU TRUST YOl« EYES? TNto ora M lOOM sta dlllar- 
aneas In dmwina daials bstwaon top and boltom panala Hew 
quiekly can you Hnd thom? Choek anawara wNh Ptooa bolow 


*0y|M|iy (| *i 


Nsaig g toasspa N aao S'MSMis SI awaaw v 

stiiasPiaiiiSgtoiaPNatt'i ■a ia o 


MAGIC TOUCH WITH MONEY 

It $ a simple task lor a magician to 
double money as demonstrated 
above First the performer displays 
a com upon his or her fingera (see 
Ulus 1 above) Then with a sud¬ 
den move of the same hand out ot 
nowhere alakazam another com 
appears (see iilus i>i 

Here s how it s done A second 
com IS hidden between tingeis 
holding the obvious coin (Ulus 3) 
In moving the hand suddenly ihe 
magician diverts the hirfden com up 
into his or her palm and now there 
are two coins instead of one 


a WHAT FORI Each of ths 
five aia-lsttnr words, bo* 
low, begins with FOR. 
Each requiras a thrm-lattar 
word to compfeta it Da- 
finitions (of six-lattar 
words!. 1 To loss track. 2. 
Hunt food. 3. Prscada 4. 
Rafuss to allow. 5. Style, 
at of a nawapaper or 
magazina 

Can you discover the 
five threa-lattar words? 

I»W V WB ► obi f { (•o I 


4FOR 

5F0R_ 


SWING FEVER! Ona good turn datarvas tnothar, aapaclally on a 
backyard awing. Coiora; 1—Rad 2—4.1 Mua. 3—Yallow 4—Lt 
broam. S—Flaah lonaa. •—4,t. graan. 7—Dk brown 8—Dk grata 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points ter using all tha 
tatters In tha word batew te term 
two complate words 

DISPOSAL 

THEN score i points aacN ter all 
words of tour letlars or mere 
teund among the tetters 

Try te scare at teas! M paints. 








































B - Kundu. Calcuna, 
■wants to know the con¬ 
nection between Greek 
dance and Isadora Duncan, 
famous modern dancer. 

History show^that the first 
impetus to the creation of 
almost any art lies in religion. 
The first dances of the 
Greeks were part of their 
religious ritual; and their 
evolution followed the history 
of the Greek race throughout 
all its ages. 

The primitive rituals of the 
Minoan peoples of the Ae¬ 
gean included dances, but 
very little is known of the 
dancing of this period. Clear 
references, however, to the 
dances of the Greeks are 
found in the writings of Hom¬ 
er, which tell of religious 
ceremonies, sacrifices, artd 
hjneral rites, and bridal 
dances and vintage dances. 
There is one vivid descrip¬ 
tion of a dance in which 
youths and maidens, holding 
one another by the wrist in 
long lines, advanced and re¬ 
tired, much after the manner 
of many folk dances. Homer 
also gives us a short but 
vivid picture of two boys 
dancing with a "goodly ball of 
purple hue." 

During the Dorian era, the 
art of dancing developed a 
great deal, and in the fifth 
century BC, that golden age 
of Greek culture, the dance 
became a means of express¬ 
ion of every phase of human 
life, thought, and feeling. 

There were ritual dances as 
part of worship in the tem¬ 
ples; and there were dances 
of the chorus as part of 
drama in the theatres. There 
were dances of mourning at 
funeral ceremonies; and so¬ 
cial dances at weddings and 
other social festivities. There 
were country dances danced 
at the festivals of the sea¬ 
sons, and religious ecstatic 
dances connected with the 
festivals of Dionysus. 

The ancient Greeks 
appear to have expressed 
themselves through the 
medium of the dance at ail 
times and in all places. The 
high ideal of physical beauty 
held by the Hellenes of the 
fifth century BC inspired their 



CBS 


QUIZ □ Neil O'Brien 


11th Qu08tlon: In aerospace termlnolo* 
gy, what Is the "Donald DucK Effect"? 
(Farha Abbas. 181/B Park Street. Cal* 


mjgM (Farha Abbas, 181/|B Park Street, Cal* 
cutta*700017.) 

4ns; It Is the d Istortlon of the voice upto 

-L_i—a higher pitch (like Donald Duck) which 

can be encountered during space flights. 


dancing—and these same 
ideals have inspired the re¬ 
vival of Greek Dancing in this 
present century. 

At the end of the 19th 
century there was an in¬ 
creasing urge to break from 
the conventional form of the 
BaUet and to produce a form 


of dance with more scope for 
individual expression. This 
break showed itself first in an 
eccentric and contorted form 
of movement originating in 
the Montmartre district of 
Paris, but which restricted 
itself to the music hails and 
had little effect on serious 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who vras the first Indi¬ 
an to be Mayor of Calcut* 
ta? (Manohar Mandal, 
Nabadw»p2) 

2. Who was described by 
Ui Thant, a former Secret¬ 
ary General of the UN, "as 
a woman for ail seasons"? 
(Shltanshu Sheidtar, 
Bt^tero Steel City 1) 

3. What is die English 
etMviMem of the Bengali . 
gams kU kff? (Bigiab Bis¬ 
was, Calcutta 85) 

4. Whatiacbmmonto 
•Tokyo Trots’, 'Hong Kong 
Dog', and 'Casablanca 
Crutf? (Amab Mukherjee. 
CMouttaSS) 

8; VA^lscommorrtothe 
foMbwingtenrds players: 
tile Nte^ase, John New* 
Combe, Jmmy Connors, 
Bli«n Borg. John McEnroe, 
tvan Lendl, Mats WVcurtder 
and Stefan Edberg? (tsma- 
I tara Khatoon, Burdwam 
51) 

r< ^.i .Vthik^tna^was 
fon^y referfadiib by 
medicw prar^tioners as 
"oonvul^n osrebrale”? 
(SdsrnmMenon, Calcutki 

1 7. Nn^one-fWhofaH 

invciveawliich^ 
RaKwh.Caicutia 25) 

8. Wbatiahotjtotogy? 


(Ehtesham Ar^um, Calcut¬ 
ta 16) 

f. in Oomrnon language, 
whatisa^Cerabra* 
Vascular Accident"? 
(Ranajit Kundu, Semm- 
pore) 

10. Name the Anvsrican 
President who after a milit¬ 
ary fiasco said, "Succ^ 
is a bastard. It has many 
fathers. Failure is m 
orj^ian. Nobody owns it." 
(Manoj Kumar Singh, Pat* 
ratu42) 


ANSWERS 


iage Apeuuax ’j uMOT = 
e)|oai V 'f 
-$uod8ewio 4pn)a«il4. *g 
‘osooweui 'I 
AKetdoov't 
eanwi 

etueo Ou^iuw diV oou|S 
t (^peHtimi ueegiMaM 
muautaiiKMeeamu, f 

‘eeoMue 
-IP $,JO||eASJ| JO 8UU0J 
juawutpiieejaXstji 

-i)9l09s-d0H *€ 
-Xiquiessv 19 

-jeueo suofflSN ‘ 

jbjueptsaid uai^isuij 

•tipuedtuixai^AAWi 

-i<atimonMpuedM«^ ‘j. 


dancing. 

The truly creative move 
came from America through 
a great artist, Isadora Dun¬ 
can. She turned first to na¬ 
ture for her inspiration, and, 
to quote her own words, 
attempted‘to seek in nature 
the fairest forms, and to find 
the movement which ex¬ 
presses the soul of these 
forms". To interpret her ideas 
she had to form a new tech¬ 
nique, many of the ideas for 
which she drew fromihe 
Hellenic arts. Her work 
spread quickly throughout 
America, France and Ger¬ 
many. 

About the same time, an 
English dancer. Ruby Gin- 
ner. was also evolving a 
technique capable of ex¬ 
pressing a wide range of 
dramatic feeling and emo¬ 
tion. She and other dancers 
were all to some degree in¬ 
fluenced by the ancient 
Greek ideals of the dance. 

The great difference be¬ 
tween the revived Greek 
Dance and the Ballet lies in 
the fact that the Greek dance 
is more entirely a dance of 
gesture rati ler than of step, 
tn ancient Greece the dance 
was performed in vast 
spaces under the open sky, 
and smalt intricate stepB 
would hardly have been visi¬ 
ble to the audiences rising 
tier above tier upon the hill¬ 
side. 

Only broad, free steps 
could have carried the dan¬ 
cer round the great circles of 
the orchestras. The ancient 
dance being primarily 
dramatic and interpretative, 
gesture was of first import¬ 
ance—a language in itself. 
Modern Greek dancing 
naturally followed the same 
tines. In comparison with the 
Ballet it is limited in its num¬ 
ber of steps, but the gestures 
and arm movements are far 
more numerous and varied. - 

The work of Isadora Dun¬ 
can spread in France, Ger¬ 
many. and America; but In 
England the Ruby Ginner 
form of dance has spread 
farthest. Her school, estab¬ 
lished in London tn 1916, 
soon gave rise to other cen¬ 
tres under trained teachers. 




NER EYE d OoriiWolfa 


m RIES 

/S March 21—April 20 

^ • Happy days are here 

-again. Love, Kids, 

socialising, gains and gaiety 
keep you busy. Finance de¬ 
pends upon contacts and your 
ability to circulate, close deals 
and negotiate. Romance blooms 
and delights you. Travel is possi¬ 
ble for pleasure and profit. No¬ 
thing much to worry about your 
health You could be too busy to 
attend to the affairs of the home 
and family. 

Tii] AURUS 

I April 21- May 20 

• Home, property, col- 

I-laborations, ties, and 

a chop and change in your work 
keep you mighty busy. Those in 
commission, sales, trading and 
house building Jind opportunities 
to grow It is best to concentrate 
on work and career though 
Venus does favour matters ot 
the heart after February 6. Com¬ 
muting and trips are possible; 
also you could receive Important 
news. 

EMINI 

Iw May 21 -Juneau 
" " Tensions reduce, 

_ folks become friendly, 

news will be encouraging and 
you sail along. The financial side 
IS promising and promotion is 
fated. Love will have a sweet 
note. Visitors and ties are fore¬ 
told. Your health will be in a 
reasonably good shape. Your 
family members and friends con¬ 
tribute to your happiness. 

.^ ANGER 

j June 21—July 20 

The week’s high- 
I— .J lights are emotional 
tangles and posers, money in 
the Kitty and a round of entertain¬ 
ment. February 8 and 9 are ideal 
for money and travel. First 
attend' to Vour work; romance 
can wait. Preparation for a shift 
or transfer Is not ruled out, so get 
cracking. Moderation In all things 
is the key to good health. 

EO 

A July 21—August 21 

Personal posers 

L-■' need to be resolved. 

The home needs fixing. Cere¬ 
monies for the living and the 
dead are to be performed. Ro¬ 
mance will be bitter-sweet, and 
therefoie interesting. There will 
be ups and downs on the finan¬ 
cial side. Nevertheless, a deal 
comes through. Contracts may 
be signed. The Mercury trine 
Mars suggests travel and 
change of onice or residence or 
business. 









r mr] IRGO 

W ' August 22- Sept 22 
* ' Your expenses will 
!— —^ mount. Legal issues 
will emerge Keep relationships 
with colleagues and subordin¬ 
ates on a stable footing. A job 
hop in the next three months is 
likely Romance will be available 
in small doses. Work takes top 
priority and you make money. 
Health lemains slightly suspect. 
A change of scenery in the home 
and family is probable. 


BIRTHDAYS 


February 3 

« Moon trina Sdn; ISarwiara, 
actors, tradtrs a9K(8ioae in pi^b- 
'fehstasohs, Mecwitcl and m 
, find If an axcetlent bkth- 
Mil. Mwriage Is on die cards for 
ws tiigibla. A yaar of hustle and 
tusw and' freawhaeUr^. 

4 - / . 

' 'Mixtti'eauaV'Nieiitunetaepr^ 
^1t6a'all»^'re8•onat;ek‘and din- 
cass is eaftaln. ft wil) fust not do 
' k)flydf«t.fitsng«itsnd8xpeet 
peopM to understand. You too 
nsve to at^st and aatpt. Jour¬ 
ney, publk^ md Ctrernony are 
the other tsahires. 

.FMmiary S 

Mercury coi^iyction Seti^n;. 
The-h^ and Jo«n wiR both.iw ' 

I yours. GNen grft and pMiertoe' 
you will succeed, say fn April or 
i June. Steer deer of neectoss 
; tfnendal antenoMments. Teihe a 

j;. 

;..yodrri0i^ fbesnyvid you i^ 


I I IBRA 

jl Sept 23 00122 

I The main trends ol 

I — ; the week are perks, 
favours and romance. Take a 
chance Romance makes you 
dizzy. Finance promises an ex¬ 
cellent going. Visits, interviews, 
conferences and happy occa¬ 
sions could demand you to 
undertake a journey. No major 
health problem is foreseen. 
Changes in the home and familvi 
Kids give joy. 


have it. A birthyaar of power end 
pSIf. ft would be bed to trust your 
own .judgament and get along, i 
Secret helps and infiuenee are 
assured. Jcmmey witf be profft- .i 
able end eontaets Mli day. i 
' 0nw^deel8 wW bs f^ncnacL' ; 

">simj«ry7 ' 

Venus sddlto tfeenid; ttwouM ; 
be bed td heve^ocmNtmoe and i 
faiSt In younwMf. Whfle expenses 
will be there 'you will tern i 
«n«)$^'tg.gst oyer.e. Fomdiee 
end prob(% fen in « ha^wy .! 
braise!, BipM strange hdven-1 
ings and events to thrttt you. 

FtbiMaiyE I 

Moon trine Jupiter: This trine 
means journey, ceremeny, mar- 
rtespi, coUsborations, travel. (bU- 
dren, grandcMidren, tradbtg, 
sales, agency, commewlon and 
.a found of pubUcIty. April Is the 
iwomh for these goodies, 

RrtMiiiaryS 

' MsKury Mne Man; Masaagas, 
Mps, tlea, sMng of imporlant 
.deeds arKf ooeuinents..Jlrans- 
eommunlci^; d|uyts, 
.’’Miwr.'and.praettion Jer.;Ai^ 
vISw. Twe jaegood^sKigufy tor' 
future fsentiL: 


r“^] coRPio 

j ] oat 23—Nov 22 

The week’s main 

L.-.J trends are pressures 

to perform, home and personal 
factors coming to the fore, loans 
and funds, and a hurry to get 
things done. Changes In the na¬ 
ture and scope of your work are 
probable. Romance will be in 
snatches and parts, passion will 
have Its say. Take extra health 
care during the last three days of 
the week News and views hold 
the key to a better life; trips are 
likely around February 3 and 4, 

AGITTARiUS 

Nov 23- Dec 20 

Love, laughter and 
good luck are in store 
for you. Prepare to move fast. 
Deals, contracts and negotia¬ 
tions come through. Romance is 
certainly your birthright as the 
moon sextiles Jupiter. February 
3 to 15 is the ideal penod to 
undertake a long-distance jour¬ 
ney. Minor health ailments are 
possible. Improvements in the 
home and family are probable. 
Legal issues crop up. 

C l APRICORN 

, Dee 21-Jan 1<5 
' Buying, selling, shop- 

L_ ping, trading and a bit 

of passion thrown m for good 
measure are the highlights of the 
week. Around February 5 you 
meet people who matter. Slight 
health problems will be there 
Letters and visitors reach you in 
a big way. A complete overhaul¬ 
ing of the home is not ruled out 

" ^|1 QUARIUS 

/iS Jan 20 -Tab 18 

Romance, engage- 
_ment, marriage, con¬ 
ference. meets, interviews and 
new appointments are the main 
features of the week Your finan¬ 
cial graph shows an upward 
trend. Nothing much to worry ab¬ 
out your health. Travel Is an im¬ 
portant feature in February. Kids, 
childbirth and refurbishing con¬ 
stitute the home and family 
affairs. 

1 ISCES 

F«b le-March 20 

Hard work, health 

...J problems, expenses, 

a desire to get away from it all. 
Introspection and financial jug¬ 
glery make the week memor¬ 
able. Venus in your sign, accord¬ 
ing to Western astrology, favours 
contacts and love at all levels. 
Deals, secret negotiations and 
hectic communication constitute 
the financial front. The accent Is 
definitely on communication and 
correspondence. 


























































































































































AROUND THE WORLD 




Rajiv, Indira and th e Mahatma, immortalised in wax at Madame Tussa ud^s 

Photographs: Donald Alney 










‘f4i4C^y iJK^^jLdt 

To be optimistic is kicked a positive attitude. Especially about the fiituie. Record sales. Higher 
profitability. Better working conditions... 

But whUe you lcx>k at all the things that should go ri^t, it makes gcx>d business sense to 
consickr what could go wrong. A riot that affects your office A fire in the warehouse A damaged 
consignment. An accicknt in the plant. 

At United India, we’ve spent years unckrstanding risk. And how it can be reduced, controlied 
and covered. Because, we believe that the greatest business rii^ you could ever take is to ignore 
the ones you already free. 

Come, call on us at any of our 1120 offices. Ibgethei; tet’smake risk management work for you. 
Risk management which denotes innovative 
covers, personalised service, and speedy 
settkment of daim& 
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UNITED INDIA 

INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


(A subsidiaiy of OotenU Insunmce Catpotation of Indii) 
24, Whites Road, Madras 600 014 

mSKMANAOm TO THE NATION 


Mu(fra;M:UI. 4341 




AN EXECUTIVE 



Announcing the latest in executive elegance. Premium Executive Chairs from Godrej. Every 
one of them ergonomically styled for your comfort. Elegant. To define and enhance your image. 
In a choice of styles and models. In fact, at a nominal cost you can even choose the upholstery 
you want. Give your managerial flair that extra backing that is so important for producing 
results. Then sit back and watch effectiveness take the front seat. 



tad: e«dni ft loyw HHg. Co. lid. CALOmib 2H Nelojj Subhas Road, Cokutto 700 001. Tel: 200961 (6 lines) 202456 •SHOWROOMS: NMIOURNT HMD. Tel.-263695 
nWRINGHE RMD. Teb294715 •ASftMSOU 300, Apeor Godins, Asonsol 713 304. Tei:3S50. MMSHEDnM: Kashi Kui Rood No. 2, Cantracto's Am, Kstupw, Jomshidpu 831001. 







Rich Collection 
Of Kid St lilt 

The Children's Special 
(November 11) was very 
interesting. But you pro¬ 
jected oi^ the works of 
children from rich famles. 

You have ignored the 
amtritions and aspirations of 


a 13-year-old, then she's a 
genius. 

But I have a complaint. 
You rightly drc^ped all the 
adult columns in this issue 
and made it totally by and 
for children: then why the 
advertisement of M.P. 
Jewellers on the back cov¬ 
er? When you could change 
the born-nude Poonam 



By Bijttendra Chsnerjee (7 years) 


poor children who reside in 
slums or on the roadside. 

Rajendra Sikandar, 

Bargarti (Orissa) 

■ The issue was inspirit^. 
But you should not have 
limit^ your coverage to 
the kids belonging to the 
upper crust. What about 
the 'footpath kids'? Who 
vrill give them a chance to 
express themselves? 
Amar Mondal, 

Calcutta 

■ Hie special issue came 
like a breath of fresh air. 
The children expressed 
their moods excellently 
both pictorially and in 
words. While going 
throu^ the issue, my 
chMi^ came back to me. 
Bfaltrcyi De Sarkar, 
C^alcutta 

■ We appreciated the issue 
very mudi. Swati Apte's 
contribution, 'When 1 am 
the PM', was excellent. 
Her satiric presentation 
was the same as mine 
would have been, but I was 
over-age. 

Aditl San, 

Calcutta 

■ The issue was superb. If 
the cover was concrived by 


DhiUon into a chOd-fondling 
Poonam (7 Days), couldn't 
you have changed the 
advertisement? 

Rudradip 

Roychowdbury, 

Bumpur 


Amongst many program¬ 
mes is the concept of ‘Un- 
esco-Clubs' in schools all 
over the world. 

Our llnesco Chib at the 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, No. 2, 
Ichhapur celebrated the 
UNO day on Octcrfier 24, 
1990 by highlightii^ world 
peace and instilling the 
values of national peace and 
international under¬ 
standing. 

The failures of UN were 
also highlighted. Scxne of 
the countries such as India, 
China, Iran, Congo. Syria, 
South Africa represented 
by the students made their 
allegations against this 
great organisation. 

I think if we children are 
given the right guidance 
and awareness it might 
build confidence in our 
minds. 

Abhlnav Chatterjee, 

Ichhapur 

■ Our young friends should 
remember that all great 
men had to work hard be¬ 
fore they attamed distinc¬ 
tion. No one achieves suc¬ 
cess overnight. Patience 
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By Bikramjlt Roy (10 years) 

■ Somewhere in the pro¬ 
cess of man's growth, hu- i 

man values seem to have l 

disappeared. And so, I 

the Unfred Nations Educa- '< 

tional Scientific and Cultu- i 

lal Organisation (Unesco), ] 

a woiMwide activity was j 

formed to promote m im- j 

portance at sudi values. 1 


and perseverance are re¬ 
quired for every great en¬ 
terprise. These children 
have to consciously culti¬ 
vate their talents for paint¬ 
ing and writing to attain 
perfection by slow de- 


Rpy George, 

Iwiapur (Nagaland) 


The Telegraph 

10 FEBRUARY 1991 
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■ Who is Medha 
Patkar? Is she a bird, an 
aeroplane or a superwoman 
fighting hard for the cause of 
the tritels m Gujarat who will 
be severely affected by the 
Sardar Sarovar Project? Yes, 
she’s the dedicated sncml 
activist who's been hitting 
headlines. 
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■ ■ Hie International 
Film Festival of India in 
Madras had its usual share of 
the good and the bad hlnis. 
And, psst! The hot ones, too 
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mE CHURCH OF m EPiraANT 



The Church of the 
Epiphany, Behala, m south 
C^tta, belongs to the Ox¬ 
ford Mission It IS one of the 
branches of the Brothertiood 
and Sisterhood of the 
Epiphany m India and Bang¬ 
ladesh 

The story begins in 1899 
when Edward Ralph Johnson, 
Bishop of Calcutta and Metro¬ 
politan of India, wrote to Mar- 
sham Ar^s in Oxford to send 
some university imn to woilc 
especially among the students 
of Calcutta University Argles 
was then pnnapal of St 
Stephen’s House, Oxford, a 
new theological college with 
spenal missionary interests 
He consulted his friends and 
teachers, and on October 18, 
1879. called a meeting in his 
room m Christ Church, Ox¬ 
ford, which was attended by 


10 leading churchmen and 
dons Then and there they 
decided to respond to 
Bishop Johnson’s appeal to 
estabhsh the Oxford Mission in 
Calcutta, which should be a re¬ 
ligious brotherhood with its 
base m India rather than a mis¬ 
sionary society with its roots 
and headquarters in England 

The chapel was butk m 
1909 It was designed accord¬ 
ing to die ideas ofFaUier 
Douglas of the Brothertiood 
(Oxford Mission) The building 
work was earned out by 
C John Grimes (hiter 
Archdeacon), who was then 
working as a civil en^neer 
with the Calcutta Port Com- 
missKxiers 

The mam idea was 
to have a simple building of a 


local type with a skeletal 
steel structure and (.orrugaU d 
iron roof thatched w ith palm 
fremds It was then decided 
that It would be good to add 
some bnck walls a stone floor 
and a bell tower to house the 
chapel bell The bell tower 
was constructed of bnck m an 
Italianate or Campanile style 
(though the style obviously 
had Imks vnth some Byzantine 
or Asian tower shapes) with a 
teak dome ongmally painted 
white and a cross in gold Be 
cause of the expenses of re 
pair the thatchmg was re 
moved m the middle of this 
century, and the roof is now of 
bnck red painted corrugated 
iron with some darma ^ng 
underneath 

The chapel and the cum 
mumties who worship here be 
kmg to the Church of North India 


















The Cricket Club of 
Calcutta, the original 
owner of Eden Gydens, 
steps into its 20()th yeafT 


Raju Mukherji writes 
about the oldest cricket 
club outside Britain 


T he saga of the Calcutta Cricket Club 
is inextricably linked with the his¬ 
tory of the Eden Cantons. Writing 
in 1956, J.H. Moorhouse quotes cricket 
scholar Irving Rosenwater to tell us that 
cricket was played in Calcutta between the 
CCC and teams from Barrackpore and 
Dum Dum. litis was reported in the Mad¬ 
ras Courier in its issue of February Zi, 
1792. 

With the year 1792 autlienticated by 
various sources of research and acknow¬ 
ledged by Wisden, the Calcutta Cricket 
Club acquires the reputation of being the 
oldest cricket dub outside Bntain. 

Although the venue of the match or 
matches caruiot be ascertained now, it is 
reasonably assumed to have been played 
on the Maidan opposite the Governor’s 
House at the site of the present Moham¬ 
medan Sporting ground. This is borne out 
by the assertion of researchers who credit 
this hallowed plot of land to be the place 
where teams representing the Old Eto¬ 
nians and Calcutta took p^ in a cricket 
mnatch on January 18 and 19, 1804. 

Here, it would be of interest to know 
that the first mention of cricket played in 
India can be foiuid in Clement Downing's A 
Compendious History of the Indian Wars 
(London, 1737) where Downing observes. 


“When my boat was lying for a fortnight (in 
1721) in some channel in the Gulf of 
Cambay..we everyday diverted ourselves 
with playing cricket and other exerdses 
which they (the locals) would come and be 
spectators of..." 

These haphazard games played at ran¬ 
dom surely did not herald the beginning of 
organised cricket in India. Erudite resear¬ 
cher Narendranath Ganguly in his well- 
documented book, Calcutta Cricket Club: 
Its Origin and Development (Calcutta 
1936), would have us acknowledge the 
match between the Etonians and Calcutta 


as the first ftarmal, recorded cricket match 
{Hayed in Calcutta and, for lade of any 
evidoice to the contrary, in India as well 

The partid{)ants of the matdi were 
drawn tom the dvil servants based in 
Bengal, between those who had gone to. 
Eton and those who had not. Recorded 
rejwrts confirm that the match was played 
on the commons south of the Government 
House (now Raj Bhavan) on January 18 
and 19, 1804. Another reference to an 
early cricket match played at Calcutta on 
March 23, 1836, may traced to Emily 
Eden’s Letters from India (1838): 

“Calcutta, Wednesday, March 23, 1836. 
Charles Cameron is just as fond of 
cricket as he was in Eden Earm days, and 
he and Sir E. Ry^ (the Chief Justice) have 
established a cricket dub, and wl^ we 
drove through their gardens the Calcutta 
Eleven were playing the officers of the 
■Jupiter’ and the ‘Hyacinthe’. It looked 
pretty and English and brought back vi¬ 
sions of Prince’s Plain." 

This match was not played on the spot 
just south of the Government House, but 
on the land between (Government House 
and the Fort William where the Customs 
ground is at present The reas<Hi for the 
shift-of venue was that by 1825 the men in 
the Company’s Civil Service in Bengal had 










Tbe<dd pavttkm M E4ea Garden^ oiigli^ home of CfMS 


The legenaary opi 
Herben-Smciin*^ 

ba' for VTziai^agr 



pair of Sir Jack;® 
'Out (o' "™ 

I vs CC^' 



managed fo acquire a more permanent 
setting with a bwyan tree on the eastern 
bound^. This banyan tree served as the 
pavilioaand is stiil to be seen, thou^ not 
as proudly erect as before, at the junction 
of Plassey Gate Road and Gostho Pal 
SaranL 

Around 1841 the club was allowed to put 
up wooden enclosures around the ground. 
However, by 1863 a portion of the ground 
to the east was requisitimied by the 
government for the construction of a new 
approach road to Fort WOliam. This road is 
the present Plassey Gate approach to Fort 
W3liam from Gostho Pd Sarani. 

The members of the CCC put up a 
fervrait appeal to the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal, the Honorable' Cedi Beadon to 
save the ground. Althoui^ the Lfoutenant 
GoveriKH’ was initially agreeable that the 
.road should be curved as tiie ofoketers 
desire...” so as not to encroach on their 
^ound , ultimately he decided not to 
interfere with the e^rt advice of R. 
C. Napier, the Military Member of the 


Council of CKha. afoo felt that the tempor¬ 
ary inconvenience to the cricketers should 
not “.. .induce the Governor to sanction an 
inferior arrangement of the road, an 
arrangement which will last for ever." 

The Lieutenant Governor, however, 
promised to provide the cridieters with 
alternative arrangements and also to bear 
the expenses involved in setting up the 
new ground. He even left the banyan tree 
undisturbed as he wrote in a letter dated 
February 26, 1864, that "about the Tree, 
it is all sentiment” 

The representation having been re¬ 
jected both by tjie Government of India 
and the Bengal government, around April 
15,1864, the Calcutta Cricket Chib moved 
over to where the world fomous Eden 
Gardens cricket ground resides today. 
This blessed land since that day in 18M 
was left for the exclusive use of the CCC. 
When the CCC finally bequeathed die 
ground to the NatioruJ Cr^et Chib in 
1950, the curtain fell on a ^rious'chapter 
of Iixlian cricket. 


FoDdbre has Cerent versions regard¬ 
ing the original ownership of the parkland 
that today is famous the world over as 
Eden Gardens. It is quite likely that the 
prc^rty belonged to the Rsja of Cooch 
Beto', vdio had estates all over the dty. 
Another view is that the land was the 
treasured possession of the Auckland 
fomily for it was known as Auckland Circus 
Gardens at least dll about 1850. 

Whatever be the proportion of myth to 
reality there is no doubt that subsequently 
the biautiful paiic was owned and nursed 
by the Eden sisters, who woe the sisters 
of the Govemm* G^ral himself. In time 
they presented the ground to the citizens 
of Calcutta for recreation and enjoyment 
And most appropriately the name ‘Eden’ 
stuck to inovide cricket lovers with the 
jdeasures of the lost work). 

The sylvan surroundings of the Eden 
Gardens enaUed the Britishers to relive 
the eiqoyment of their summer game in 
the i^asant Calcutta winter. By 1871 an 
exquisite structure of a hut of imported 



teak served as the pavilion. From the walls 
looked down the ^eats of the past as the 
present heroes got ready for the battles 
ahead. The billi^ table gave succour to 
those udio had had a bad day. Jhe neady 
attired ‘abdaars’ were courtesy and ccxn- 
petence combined. The place was a cosy 
comer of infinite charm. Alas! That pavi- 
Ikxi is no more. 

After having been a witness to more 
than a 100 years of crfoket history, from 
the iwxieers to Ranjit and Maclaren (with 
1. Zmgari in 1904) to Hobbs and Sutcliffe 
(with vizianagram's side in 1930) to all the 
heroes of the mid-Seventies, the pavilion 
came under tte noose of crass commer-' 
dafisation. An act of barbaric proportions 
reduced Calcutta’s {^orious heritage t6 dn- 
ders as the vast concrete bowl came up in 
1976. An act of sacrilege which has no 
recompense. If only, if only it had been 
pieseived as a museum, today, it would 
have become a site for cricketing inlgrim- 
age. Herit^ lay throttled in the name of 
modotusation. One can well believe those 
who say today that 6iey have never visited 
Edendnce. ■ 









HUM( 


ADVIGE FOR THE HOPELESS 


Q : Dear Dr Know, 
there’s a iprl down 
the street whom I’d 
like to take to dinner, a movie, 
and a tot more. Every time we 
meet, though, instead of 
asking her 1 just freeze up. 
What should 1 do? (A.B., 
Midnapore) 

A: Next Ume, ask her. 

Q; Dear Ur Know, after lead¬ 
ing your column. I have con¬ 
cluded that It would b<* more 
aptly called advice &vni, not 
for. the hopelc.ss. (B.L., 
Tokyo) 

A; Since when are you writing 

It.-* 

Q: Dear Ur Know, the roads 
m Calcutta are in a state of 
disrepair, and hazardous for 
vehK’les. Evei7 six months, I 
have to buy a new car. How 


... For what it*s 
worth 


can 1 avoid this uncalled-for ex¬ 
penditure? (E.F., Hungerford 
Street) 

A: Move to Delhi. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, every tunc 
I eat garlic, my left big toe 
itches terribly. (G.H., Lak- 
shadvteep) 

A: Scratch hard. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, my boyf¬ 
riend docs not etfloy sex with 
me. He says I am hopeless at 
it. 1 am afraid he will leave me 
for someone else. How can I 
keep him happy? (I.J., 


Sealdah) 

A: Try chess. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, I think you 
are a mean, disgusting person. 
What’s more. I’m sure you are 
u^, obnmuous, and a bore. 
(K.L, Marapur) 

A: Your first-born will be limb¬ 
less. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, 1 have an 
old collection of 30 Bessie 
Smith records, which some of 
your readers might be in¬ 
terested in. I would willingly 
either exchange them for 15 
Depeche Mode CDs, or sell 
them at forty-two rupees 
apiece. (M.N., Park Circus) 
A: m give you sometiiing for 
them—a garbage bag. 

Q; Dear Dr Know, my fnend 
and 1 were arguing over the 
number of reverse-scoop goals 



Vece Paes had scored. He said 
a hundred, and I said ninety. 
Do you know the exact figure? 
(O.P., Hoogly) 

A: No. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, I have 
teen trying to become a mem- 
tei of a certain exclusive club, 
whose name and location I en¬ 
close. Each time, they have 
come up with some poor ex¬ 
cuse, and rejected me. (Q.R., 
Salt Lake) 

A: I probably would too, if I 
knew you. 

Q; Dear Dr Know, in your last 
column, I believe you made an 
error when you mentioned the 
seven wives of Henry the 
Ei{d>th. In fact, he had six. 
(S.T., Brussels) 

A: Remember the nijdit your 
ted was empty? Ask your wife 
who had whom then. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, what’s the 
quickest way to stop my 12- 
year-old from bitmg his nails? 
(U.V., Shakespeare Sarani) 

A: Cut off his fingers. 

Q; Dear Dr Know, I don’t 
really have a question. I just 
wanted to see my name in 
print 

A: We didn’t like it. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, during the 
last corporation elections, I 
was stopped from voting with 
a gun. (W.X., Theatre Road) 
A: Why would you want to 
vote with a gun? 

Q: Dear Dr Know, je tie t’aime 
pas fY.Z.. Paris) 

A: Take your dicUonnaire, and 
you know where you can /e 
mettre. 

Q: Dear Or Know, I am a 
reasonably attractive woman, 
but have pimples all over my 
face. Please give me a re¬ 
medy. (""", Behala) 

A: Grow a beard. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, 1 am a fair- 
^ good-looking man, but with 
huge boils all over my head. 
(•♦, Kerala) 

A: You can’t be all that good- 
looking, then. 

Q: Dear Dr Know, 1 am an 
Cholic. Every ni^t I drink 
boca balls, wallbangers and 
fiizzy navels until I wake up 
With an awful headache. 
What’s to be done? (Name and 
address withheld) 

A: Try adding a little more 
orange juice. 

RaufGangee 
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INNER iWOo^ 


Daruwaiia 


RIES 

/A PMweh 21-AprU 20 

The new moon acts 

- as a blitzkrieg in 

terms of romance and fun, and 
that keeps you In high spirits. 
Loans and funds will be avail¬ 
able for a pro]ect or for meeting 
your expenses on a holiday trip 
' or for house building. Do expect 
friends and visitors to drop in. 
Expenses will mount, but you will 
succeed In having a ball. 

~m\ AURUS 

■ April 21—May 20 

• Like the Ariens, 

_ socially, you too will 

have a stimulating week as Mars 
sextiles Jupiter. It would be best 
to compromise on issues that 
have vexed you and caused 
enough heart-burning. Changes 
in the nature and scope of your 
work are also destined, so get 
set for them. A home away from 
home is not ruled out. 

^ EMINI 

V May 21—June 20 

“ It is time to make 

_your presence felt as 

Venus (the arts) trines Pluto 
(power). Your nimble wit helps 
you lo make friends. Children 
will be a source.of inspiration. A 
journey is in the offing. It will also 
be a newsy week with calls aruf 
letters pouring In. Contacts will 
lead to contracts. 

^ ANCER 

June 21—July 20 

^ The loiter bomb may 

-home in on targets. 

You too will cash in on money 
and popularity, thanks to the 
moon's last quarter. Take 
adequate health safeguards. 
February 15 and 16 are for 
news, views, good events and 
happy tidings. You will be able to 
launch a new project or start a 
different activity, if so interested. 

^ EO 

• July 21—August 21 

* You will be able to 

- throw your opponents 

off stride and It seems that legal 
battles and confrontations are 
more than possible. So, gird up 
your loins and plan a strategy. 
An engagement or a marriage is 
on the cards for the eligible and 
fancy-free. The same holds true 
tor collaborations. Renovations, 
decorations, buying and selling 
are other the salient features. 

August 22—Stpi 22 

■ You will communi- 

_ cate with the fire and 

have the precision of the torna¬ 






do! Venus (charm) sextiles Nep¬ 
tune (Inspiration) and. therefore, 
artists, actors, poets and musi¬ 
cians will give in their best. Chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren give joy 
and delight. 

-iBRA 

Sept 23—Oct 22 

^ A touch of class and 
_ excellence to every¬ 
thing you do, as the moon (mind) 
sextiles sun (glory and tame). It 
would be best, therefore, to go 


BIRTHDAYS 


FibniAlYld . * 

Veffljs sejctiie Neiptuiie; Ex-:. 
pehsas will multiply. Journeys 
and distant places will entice 
you. Trust your iiituitions. Those 
rn Import-export, trade, comn:^- 
sion, the arts and electronics wrth 
laurels. You will get heto from, 
unexpected quarters. Buying 
and selling will figure prominent¬ 
ly. 

Rrtiruary 11 

Mocm sextile Pluto: Your work 
wilt be appreciated. Happy 
events, such as marriage, chHd- 
bb^, journeys and ceteorations, 
. 3(0 quite in order for you. Ama- 
pt shiH or a house move is prob¬ 
able. Renovation, decoration, 
bu^ and selling are also some 
major trerids, 

Mars sextile Jupiter; Mars 
(force) and Jupiter (good luck) 
bterU happily for you. The fun 
impact of it Witt be felt irom 
'kwch 21 . Be well orgartlsed and' - 
jmMcutous. YOur Itxat wAI hold in 
propefty transaeuone and busi- 
nats mattefe.-'MWdaaa; is on the 
cards for foe add witfow- 


■ .M^-|il^eiury ..'oopfondn^;’- 


ail out for the kill. Children give 
satisfaction, romance blooms, 
favours wi'l be granted and you 
will be heaid. If pending chores 
and assignments are no! com¬ 
pleted this week, they will surely 
be done in the next week 

CORPIO 

Oc1 23 -Nov 22 
The week signifies 

-romance, children, 

and plenty of activity on the 

This corUunction favours traders, 
bankers, lawyers and those 
dealing in etoctronfcs. Leans and 
funds ynfll be available. You w8l 
have the energy and zest to 
make and carry out plans suc¬ 
cessfully- 

February 14 

New .moon; The new moon 
helps youlh new beginnings and 
venwiB. The Venus trine Pluto 
also helps you to undertake n^ 
pos'foohs of responsibility and 
trust. Romance, good fortune, 
comforts end luxuries keep yoti 
happy and feeling fulfilled. 

FebruurylS 

Moon square Mars; Accidenis 
and operattqns are not ruled out. 
But it all depends or) your per¬ 
sonal horoscope, so there is no 
-need to pariic. Those to the arts, 
crafts,'^science and research 
work do splendkily. Some per- 
sonai prot^s laiii suHace and 
must be tacUed astutely. 

February 18 

Moon sextile Uranus-Neptune; 
Thte is a money year for Aqua¬ 
rians; Trader^, businessmen, ex- 
' porfera. tmpqrters, salesmen, 
tou’rriallsts, ^qopywriters. hote-' 

. l^,-8cta!F- “W writers, 

itw new, fear. Children and . 
rgri^i^lldfen ^.be aedis^ofv 


home and work fronts. There¬ 
fore, never a dull moment as the 
moon's last quarter (February 6) 
will fully activate you. The health 
of parents, m-laws and elders 
might cause serious concern. 
That's the fly in the ointment It 
will also pay to take iiealth pre- 
i cautions personally as you will 
have too many irons in the fire. 

AGITTARIUS 

No>/23-Dac 20 

Immigration, secret 
-work, journey, corres¬ 
pondence, contacts, visits and 
rendezvous will have an added 
dimension as Saturn, according 
to Western astrology, has 
changed signs By April you will 
feel Its beneficial effects fully. 
Those in advertising, reporting, 
broadcasting, research, law. 
land, building, development, 
sales and agency do stand to 
benefit a great deaf 

^ APRICORN 

. Dec 21 Jan 19 

^ The hi-tech war may 

- beam into American 

living rooms, but you will 
beautify, redesign and alter the 
furniture of your home and office 
as the moon conjuncts Neptune, 
the planet of art and adornment. 
The two main directions of the 
week are finance at all levels 
and, emotionally charged per¬ 
sonal matters. Child conception, 
love and relationships are natur¬ 
ally emphasised in personal mat¬ 
ters. A clear case of burning the 
candle at both ends. 

1 Q>JArius 

/X Jan 20- Feb IS 

You will move very 

- 1 fast as Mercury does 

a 100 metres dash in your sign, 
according lo Western astrology, 
favouring kids, travel, education, 
research, academics, business, 
import-export, modelling, acting, 
agency and brokerage. Your 
love life gels a rocket boost. 
Some confusion in the early part 
of the week is possible Howev¬ 
er, it will be sorted out eventual¬ 
ly 

ISCES 

MJf Feb 1»-March 20 
48 You will hit your 

_ target directly and 

accurately as the mon conjuncts 
Venus. However, expenses will 
be heavy. Your foreign connec¬ 
tions and ties will be much in 
evidence during the next three 
weeks. Financial deals and en¬ 
tertainment are a distinct possi¬ 
bility A separation from a loved 
one is not ruled out 













H er lips are parched Her throat 
bone dry On a fast unto death for a 
week. Medha Patkar octasionally 
reatheb for a red plastr tumbler allowing 
herself a sip of water The hands of het 
wiistwatch are edging tow aids noon and 
the unrelentmg winter sun is beating down 
on the tracked and fields Last night 
troren and inky blatk is only a memory 
Leader of the Narmada Bachao Ando 
Ian which seeks to stop construction of 
the bardat Sarovar Project (SSP) Medha 
Patkar is stretthed out on a dirt-encrusted 
duite her greving hair untidily framed 
against the plump dusty pillow A week of 
fasting has reduced her voice to a whisper, 
the smudges under her eyes are darker, 
but she defiantly shrugs off her exhaes 
tion The struggle will continue till 
the government ordets a comprehensive 
review of the SSP They must stop all 
woik on the site they must stop clearing 
forests and acquumg tnbal land 
Smells of winter and raw tobacco fill the 
atr The dust swirls Spindly saplings sway 


This lady is not for 


damning. Gutsy and 


arti 

IS spearheading the 





aroyar 


oject, which threatens 


not only the enyironment 


of the entire Narmada 


region but also the future 





OY 


RY reports 


in the breeze as a group of girls m ghagras 
and Jni/is i.hant the war of Sanghar 
shgaon (the Narmada Bachao Andolan 
activists’ name for their camp on the 
Madhya Pradesh-Gujarat border), their 
thin voices amplified by the scratchy mic¬ 
rophones hooked to a generator on a trac¬ 
tor “Koi na/un hatega, baandh nahin bane- 
ga" and “Laatht gob Uta/enge, Namr ko 
bachayenge" and “Hmdi, Marathi ya Gu¬ 
jarati, ladne waJoa ki ek jaatt" Medha 
Patkw leans forward, clap|»ng her hands 
in encouragement ^ Bahut achebha, bahut 
achchhaYm have given me so much josh 
(enthusiasm) Ab khane peene la zaroarat 
nahm," she exclaims 

Applause npples througli Uie shamiaiu, 
as patncian kisans, with bristling mous¬ 
taches and stubbly clans bare-leg^d tnb- 
al women and young activists, me men 
bearded and bespectacled, jom m “Sardar 
Saiotar kya karega^" asks someone The 
full-throated* roar of 5(X) voices m unison 
follows 'Sabka satyanash karega " Pause 
A couple of drumheats “Jangal zameen 
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apne aap ki bat ” TTie fhendly roar follows 
“Nahm kisike baap ki hat " 

Seated in the thaimana beside six activ¬ 
ists also on hun^r strike, and some 500 
“green troops"—mostly farmers and tnb- 
ak —Medha Patkar is speaking to a group 
of fellow travellers of a more recent vm- 
tage, all of them overawed and jeaned 
young men who arrived this mummg 
Painstakingly, Medha Patkar explains her 
cause to the attentive young men The Rs 
12,000-ctore Sardar Sarovar Project 
would innundate isch croplands and pris¬ 
tine forests causing ureparable environ 
mental damage The thousands of evicted 
farmers and tnbals she argues, her tone 
tmged with pei suasion, will never get 
proper compensation I ives will be 
atfected, a lifestvle will disappear 

In the name of development gieed has 
transcended need, she saya, shooting 
down the govemmtnt and pio-dam activ¬ 
ists’ arguments that it will provide dnnkmg 
water to the people of Gujarat, u-iigation 
facilities and hydel power Himanshu 
Thakkar, a young activist, hovers nearby 
protectively "Let Medha lest She is get 
tmg tued,” he says 

After a fluny of speeches the NBA 
activists assembled at Kajghat Bridge on 
the banks of the Narmada on Christmas 
Day last year Ahead lay Sardar Sarovar, 
the dam site, anti Kevadia, the sparkling 
.oncrete township of opulent guest 
Touses and regulation government housing 
“States on the banks of the Narmada Baba 
“tmte, the ailing angel of the Icpei 
ishrams, walked a few symbolic paces and 
hen accompanied the marcher*- in his 
imbulante Swanu Agnivesh fuelled early 



‘I realised that only 
mass mobilisation will 
help. The courts are for 
dumping problems and 
locking them up. We 
urgently needed to reach 
out to the tribals’ 



It is in Bombay that the 
^ story of Medha Patkar 
begins over three 
decades ago. Her trade 
unionist parents taught 
her militancy, her 
schooling In a Marathi 
medium gave her a 
healthy disregard for 
‘ivory-towerism’ 


passKins but left i arly Only Mt dha Pat 
kar marched all the way at the torefront 
the symbol of protest, an unstoppable fiery 
green hour davs later, at Ferkuva on Ihe 
Gujarat Madhya Pradesh bordet the mai 
chers collided with a phaluix of khaki as 
swarms of pro dam activsts stood on 
guard 

“'I he maich taught us brotherhcMid 1 ht 
inarch taught us to share What has satis 
bed me the must is tin it cling ol unity 
between the tnbals of the Vindhvas and 
the Satpuias and the pea*ants of the 
Nimar region Ihe tnbals tamed tlicir 
gram with them, the farmers brought tiac 
tois and now, they are feedmg all the 
tnbals It IS not chanty it is brotherhood ’ 
she says 

More than the shortage of fotxi fodder 
and funds, the NBA activists feared the 
cold “It was 2°C oi d''C when we got 
here herkuva wasnt supposed to ht the 
last stop There were no arrangements, 
we lay m the open at night Sleep was 
impossible, our bodies craved for warmth 
but there wasn t any," said Brian Lobo a 
Kashtakan Sangathan worker horn Bom 
bay 

I t IS m Bombay that the story of Medha 
Patkar begms over three decades ago 
Her trade umomst parents taught her inili 
tancy, her schooling in a Marathi medium 
gave her a healthy disregaid tor ‘ivory 
towensm’ “I spent a lot of tune dream 
ing I wanted to do something good, 
perhaps be a village doctor ’ After study 
mg ihemistcy at Ruia College, and com¬ 
munity development at the Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, PaUcar did her doctoral 


work on slum dw elk rs ‘Blit my he.« t w as 
with the tnbals ’ In 1985. Patkai lairv* to 
the Narmad,! Valk v with an adviaate from 
Delhi who wanted leg<il action ‘She did 
nothmg and 1 ie.ili*><*d that only mass mobi 
lisation will help Ilu courts .uo foi dump 
mg piobkms and lot kmc them up We 
uigentlv needed to leach out to the inb 
als ’ 

From her wrist danirks a bracelet In 
senbed on it an the worth Mt'dht Patkai 
repeatedly statt's Jiiini nahm hafengt, 
tkiandh nahm hinne di nge ’ Acids P.itkar 
“Iht dcpnvation of the iiituril rcsouitt 
ly<-( because ot development ts tansnig 
problems 1 he so called okkIi m systems 
ate destroying tniwl life styk s 

In shoit stacalto bursts Medlui P,itkai 
shiKits dowh the paper pionmcs and 
empty leassiii.incc-, about le'setllement 
of the pioiect aflected people (PAP) 
‘fhey have no plans re idy they have 
things on patitr Ih.il tiKi btt.iust of our 
piessure Ihe SSPs plans to rehalnlitatc 
project aftected pt opit aie non 
impleincntabk about It) pi i cent ol the 
people even m the subnieigtd /one 
hsheirnen tnbals poor fannets havi 
heem oveilooketl Ihe time states ((«u 
jarat MP and Mahaiashtnij dont luvc a 
common jiolicy Land to settle every dis 
plact'd person is just not availibk Ihcre 
IS no pi in and no political will 

With a wave of hei htncl Patkar disnus 
seslhc mode) ic settle me n* cenlit sfor the 
I'APs as sliowpK'c es ‘ 1 lu y t an it ttk a 
few villages 1 ht y are dept nding on pn 
vat' land tn (lUjatat and forest land in 
Maharashlia, which i* uniust lu'cause 
setondary dispLucnnent is mvolvtd A 



in short staccato 
bursts, Medha Patkar 
shoots down Ihe paper 
promises and empty 
reassurances' about the 
resettlement of the 
project-affected people 
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THE OTHER WOMAN 


W hile chief numster Chitnanbhu 
Patel ahuttiea between New 
Delhi and Gondhmagar. dnimnimg up 
nmport for the Sardar Sarovar Pn^ 
(SSP), UrmOaben, his fiesty wife, 
waits at the frontline of rerkuva 
tirelessly rallying pro-dam agitators 
After leading the chorus of Raghipati 
Rxsitava Rija Ram, Baba ko samnatt 
<fe Bhagwan, Mrs Patel sits crossleg¬ 
ged on a mattress, hunched over a 
quick meat of puna and sambar 
Pruicipal of a college, Urmilaben 
has been campmg m Ferkuva since De¬ 
cember 29, sometimes sSsepmg in a 
white Amb^sadur car belong to the 
state government “Prorf, she says 
softly, and a young attendant dois a 
]^stic cup into a metal bucket and 
pours water Bito a staniless steel titmb- 



that aB pn^daia i#latcirs 
mHifaifliuftf. BqtiMwhenqmt&gttlM 
prcKian aMtatocs ate the volte of the 
people and adds that he ie M aphot 
tte MKqte te Saonabtia ptting 
Baba Amte hga rehotoked non< 
violence He is in the haada of the 
anb-dam aidtaton. See aS the sktsans 
they wrote on the w^ abote Imawbtt 
the dam He even wanted to go bade 
twice, but the anti-dam agitatm <Sa 
not let hhn go. 

Q: The anfr-dam agftators Mfeve Bui 
axxAey are iSsimxd they 
hmf. 

A: Acqyiring land » nte their problem. 
WewiB&ditforthem. Let dsbi come 
to tts firat We will buy land from the 
people of Gwarat We wiB give them 
good Itrad. I am making f» open (dnr to 


1 am makins an open offer 
to all the anti-clam agitators 
in Ferkuva. Come and see 
me and I will give you land’ 


ler Her meal over, Mrs Patel, sitting 
beside piles of firewood and packets of 
spray dried skanmed milk powder m 
tlw pro-dam activists’ shantma, gets 
leady to speak to The Telbokai'H 
Q: You have never been at the fenf- 
6mt of political activity Why have you 
suddenly become i M-tme caa^iaig- 
ner^ 

A: The project is very vital for the 
people of Gmarat We've bad a bad 
time recently There was a severe 
drinkmg water shortage because of the 
drought. We had to spend Rs 15,000 
crores ferrying water by tram and by 
tankers BesKtes, the ground water 
ieveib m the villages are friling. In the 
past, you got water at 300-400 feet, 
now you have to bore wells about 600 
feet deep And very saxm, well be at 
the 1,000 feet level 
Q: Do you believe that Baba Amte is 
weB'meanmg, but sbghtly imguided? 
A: He is not slightly nfisguidM, tfe ts 
totafly misguxted. His statements are 
also contradictory Initially, he saK' 
Uvrt be woddn't be alki^ to tdt to 
tha people of Gujarat. Ihoii he said 


all the anti-dam agitators m Ferkuva. 
Come and see me and I wiU give you 
laiKl. 

Q: The canscrucdOR of the SSP tnlf 
cause tremendous eamnoamtal dasib 
aim 

A: I drove down to Barwam (hi MP) 
yesterday You won’t see dentfe 
forests HI the area. And we will {tent 
40 trees for each one we out down. We 
have already tegun affoieatation weak. 


Way not bwd a few smalbr dtonsf It 
aught cause less enviraomeotaf dam* 

^ The Narmada 18 not juat the 01^ c 
big nvwr, it is the only rwer that ten 
si^y adequate amounts of water. U 
there were smaOer mnss In the area, 
we could have smaller dams. Besidestt 
jawSharial Ndjru vranted the Kant^ , 
dam. the Umoa finance and envj^„ , 
rtieid dmtettfebnfe Ward Ufe dam. ' 
Wotiid Bvk waite datn. ) - 
Baba Amte !» anyloig v 

tomorrow iiteiedm eite 


edd anger burns in her eyes "Wlsit about 
the 60,000 people whose lands have been 
taken away to budd canals leading from the 
dam^ Thev haven’t been mcluded And the 
tnbals’ Titty have rejected the forest land 
because othw tnbals will be affected. The 
environment department says that no 
forest fend will be given out ’’ 

No one has accepted her moral chal¬ 
lenge Or heeded Baba Amte’s heated rhe¬ 
toric Not tltt government of Giaarat, not 
the Centre, not the World Bank which has 
loaned Rs 700 crore for the dam Six per 
cent of the project work—construction of 
the dam site, the lake where water is 
stored, the canals, the allotment of reset- 
tfement sites—is complete Very soon, 
the forests will fall to the devekqiers’ axe 
A haze of concrete dust will shroud a land 
that was hish and verdant The NBA nay 
be fi^tmg a losing battle "Phansikaphan- 
da taiyar hai But till they put the noose 
aroiuid our necks, we will fi^t I can't 
accept that the dam will be built I have the 
corm^ce TTie years I have spent orga- 
nismg the tnbals won’t go to waste They 
won’t submit They say it is a symbolic 
struggle ” 

From pressure groups, grudging sup 
port IS finally forthcoming "The human 
nt^ts groups are getting closer The en- 
vnonmentausts accept the forest dweBers 
lave pnmary nghts They have come a 
step beyond merely saying that tnbals 
have a nght to use the forest The tnbals, 
they realise, are the protectors of environ¬ 
mental and social values” 

But won’t the hunger sap her strength, 
reducing the activists’ morale’ "My hun¬ 
ger stnke will only boost their moi^e It 
will strengthen them The people ^re join 
mg up The people are on our side ” Seven 
days of fasting had not broken her spun 
"Tins fest has to be indefinite Jaan lagake 
kama hnga We have to see if our leaders 
lave a consaence We have to see if diey 
have any political will ’’ 

E very activist at bangharshgacm meudes 
a steely resolve They are united, 
they have more to lose than their fends 
and their livelihood Under a leafy mango 
tree m the fields squat four kisan activists 
in dhotis, determined to save their fends 
"They are destroving the country m the 
name of development Lakhs of people wiU 
be uprooted and whole villages submerged 
by tltt waters of the dam’s reservoir You 
call that tevelopment’ I call it destruc- 
txin,’’ says 60-year-old SbUiaram, a yel¬ 
low and blade samarpand tthose who Inve 
are willing to sacrifice their lives to stop 
the dam) scad, round his neck From Un- 
diya village, m Barwam, MP, 61-year-old 
Jagannath Patiday, his cheeks covered 
with Silvery stubble, is determined to stay 
at SangharshgacHi till the government re¬ 
lents ^e are staying My viBage will be 
I sufaanerged, ray femily has lived there for 





The uprooted of the earth 


800 years. I want to live there. So does chia Parve, a tribal from Demr, Maharash- Watanabe. "Development is essentially 

my son. I want to live peacefully, but the tra. In a clearing lit by the last light of the exploitative, it is borrowed from the West, 

SS dam will destroy everything." Narmada dying sun, Rampyari (40) of Pimpri village where it grew out of colonial exploitation. 

PrasadChaturvedi is 81, short-sighted and is preparing a meal: a no-frills Uutc/iri. Her Here, the tribals are being exploited, " 

stoops, but he walked all the way from faiMy has 30 acres; it will all go under says Bhaltacharya, a frail, bearded man 

Barwani. A frayed (landhi tilted on water. All around her stand the tractors, also on a fast unto death. "1 have worked 
one side sits uneasily on his head. He gleaming in the evening sun, “This talk of in Bihar, seen the fate of the people bvmg 

wants the height of the dam to be reduced ; land for resettlement is lies, all lies, sub near the Koel Karo and Subamareklia pro- 

by 100 feet. “I have been trjnng for three jhoothaL Besides, we want our land, not jects. It is always the same—the poor 

wears. Why should I stop now?” he asks. the government’s." Not far away, sits always suffer. That nevei changes." 

Fiftyfive-year-old Bhaijibhai Tadvi of Un- Manick Bhawad, a tribal from Maharash- Member of the Friends of the Earth. Japan 

dva, Gujarat, was one of the earliest suf- tra. “We have come to help our brothers. ChMter, Watanabe marched from Barwani 

ferers. Eleven years ago, the government Nobody pays attention to the poor. If the to Ferkuva. Wearing an "environmentally 

took away his ^ acres. "The government dam is ever built, we’ll break it," says this conscious" green scarf, this student of 

is doing good things to others. Why do I Kashtakari Sangathan worker in Warli, a Chiba University blames the First World 

have to suffer?" he asks. tribal diaWt for supporting huge projects which benefit 

True, the government has some land. Other friends have come from further only the rich in the I'hird World countries, 

but it is not enou£di> so it is promising the away. From south Bihar came Meghnad* “'rhe peasants and farmers and workers 

same land to everyone, says Nooiji Kal- Bhattachaiya, and from Japan, Tomitaoa are against the dam. And I support them." 
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A similar anti-dam movement is taking 
shape in Hokkaido in northern Japan. But 
he has never seen such enthusiasm, such 
an uproar. 

A brisk walk from Sangharshgaon, past 
blackboards declaring the imposition 
of Section 144, prohibiting NBA activists 
from entering Gujarat, is Ferkuva. 'Hie 
shouts of “ Sardar Sarovar Banao, Garibi 
Hatao" grow louder and the nearby pitch¬ 
ed khaki police tents come into view. Be¬ 
side them are the sprawling shamianas of 
the government-backed pro-dam activists 
belonging to the Narmada Foundation and 
the Narmada Abhijan Samiti. 

Over a thousand activists, cooks and 
capitalists, fanners and freedom fighters. 


O n the metalled Baroda-Indore 
road, bisecting the blistered bis¬ 
cuit-brown fields dotted with leafy 
mango trees, waits an ambulance. At 
the nearby makeshift checkpost, stand 



a few policemen, dusty and super¬ 
fluous, their khaki uniforms stained by 
sweat. Inside the stuffy and claus¬ 
trophobic ambulance, parked in be¬ 
tween the camps of a^tators in favour 
of and against the Narmada dam, rests 
a conscience-keeper of modem India: 
Baba Amte. 

Baba Amte accompanied the green 
soldiers as they marched from Barwani 
in MP towards Gujarat. This 77-year- 
old voice of moral authority speaks for 
the silent, the suffering, the peasants 
whose fertile croplands will (hsappear 
under the dam’s waters and the tribals 
whose forests will be razed. He had 
wanted to tell the people of Gujarat 
that the dam was more evil than neces¬ 
sary, but policemen had prevented him 


rub shoulders at the conununity kitchen 
every afternoon. In the kitchen, scattered 
with smouldering ashes, are |^s of fire- 
wo(kI, sacks of. spray-dried skimmed milk 
powder for the activists' evening tea. and a 
mountain of tins of mustard oil. "We nor¬ 
mally make puris, sabzi and sambar, and 
often khitchri," says one of the cixiks, a 
member of the Narmada Abhijan Samiti. 
"Sometimes we have to feed .5,000 peo¬ 
ple, twice a day," he adds. 

Parked outside are police jeeps, govern¬ 
ment vehicles and orange and white vans 
for bringing in people to Ferkuva. Tied to 
a nearby tree are sue frisky horses belong¬ 
ing to the Baroda Police. But Urmilaben 
Patel, wife of chief minister Chimanbhai 
Patel and leader of the pro-dam activists. 


denies that anyone is brou^t here. “Peo¬ 
ple are so disturbed by Baba Amte’s agita¬ 
tion that they are coming mi fheir own; al4 
we do is try and regulate their arrivals,” 
she says, llie pro-^m activists also get 
the best medical fodlities possible. "I have' 
dealt with hypertension, heart attacks and 
persons gor^ by a bull," says Dr A.S. 
Trivedi, a i^vemment doctor. 

Like their counterparts on the other 
side of the border, the pro-danmiers be¬ 
lieve they have a missioa The prosperity 
of Gujarat, believes Suren Chowksi, de¬ 
pends on the dam. “We need the electric¬ 
ity for the new factories and the sugar 
nulls," says Chowksi, president of the 
Central Gujarat Chamber of Commerce. 
R.B. Paiiiier, a faimer of Bharuch, wants 


THE BABA LIVES 


from entering the state and the pro¬ 
dam activists had shouted him down. 

Today, he can’t move forward, and 
till the ^vemment decides to recon¬ 
sider the Sardar Sarovar Project 
(SSP), he won’t turn back. Instead, he 
remains in the ambulance, hot and 
drowsy during the day, chilly and wide 
awake at night, and gradually weaken¬ 
ing, but as intransigent as ever. "TTiey 
sing bhajans at the top of their voices 
all ni^t so that I can’t sleep. But if 
they continue to sing Baba ko sammati 
de Bhagwan so loudly, God will need 
an ENT checkup,” he says. 

“His health has deteriorated. It is 
the dust and the tensions, but he is as 
gutsy and spirited as ever,” says Vikas 
Amte, the Baba’s eldest son. “It is a 
losing battle really, but the war will be 
won,” hopes Vikas. 

Long ago, the Dalai Lama asked 
Baba ^te whether he believed in 


DieysingMajaTTsatthe 
top of their voices aif night 
so that I canl steep. But K 
they continue to sing Bade 
kosBmmaU de so 
My, God wiU need an ENT 


reincarnation. “We must live a series 
of lives in one life,” Baba Amte coun¬ 
tered. Baba (then Devidas Murlidhar) 
Amte has lived many lives—the pri¬ 
vileged son of wealthy landowners, the 
successful attmmey, and then, founder 
of the leprosy astoms and now, cru¬ 
sader for envirmunental and tribal con¬ 
cerns. 

Bedridden because of a bone ail¬ 
ment, Baba Amte bristles with (te- 
^ce. Apart frxHn the white khadi shirt 
and kaeda, the Baba wears the yellow 
and black scarf worn by activists pre¬ 
pared to sacrifree their lives for the 
cause. 

Q; M]y are you a^piinst the Sardar 
Saovar Prqect? 

A: I haven’t sin^d out the Narmada. 
I’m against all tug dams. It is not the 
question of height. It is a stnig^e for 
rights of man. Why should other 
people decide our fate? 










water to save the countryside from 
drou^t. "Water is a luxury in some parts 
of our state. And here, Baba Amte is 
talking about submerged land and the des¬ 
troyed environment.” 

The project, advocate S.l. Rathore be¬ 
lieves. will provide electricity and irriga¬ 
tion facilities, though he acknowledges 
that some people wiD be affected. “It^will 
be one per cent loss and 99 per cent gam, ” 
says Rathore, who attributes the anti-dam 
agitation to petty politics. During the last 
election, the BJP told voters in MP that it 
would stop the project for political gains, 
he says. A more convincing argument 
comes from Chunibhai Vaid. "Four dis¬ 
tricts need the water desperately. We 
need the drinking water and the water for 


irrigation. With the increase in population, 
the demand for water is rising. The SSP 
will only partially solve the problem.” 

"Look at our position,” appeals Vaid, a 
spare, ascetic Sarvodaya leader. "Water 
levels are falling. We are being forced to 
dnnk fossil water which has a lugh flowide 
content. We cannot let all the Narmada 
water flow into the Arabian Sea.” Calmly 
and considerately Vaid spares a thought 
for the project-affected people. "If the 
people refuse to move from their lands 
they will have to be forcibly evicted. We 
cannot stop now. ITie nation has taken a 
decision. Okay, one lakh people will be 
afi^ected, but two crore people will benefit. 
And our rehabilitation facibties are the l)est 
in the world." 


ONCE MORE 


Besidefs if the dams are con¬ 
structed, the socio-economic profile of 
the people won’t improve. The only 
trade left for us will be the flesh trade. 
The tribals in India are more isolated 
than the Sikhs in Punjab. 

Q: But the f^opte of Gigarat need the 
d^. There is a severe wafer shortage 
in &urashtra and Kutch. 

A: The parched lips of Saurashtra and 
Kutch have first claim to the waters of 
the Narmada. It is not a question of 
drinking water. It is the brute hunger 
for size. What is the need to always 
have the biggest dam and the biggest 
railway platform and to violate nature? 
Building the dam will be perpetuating a 
national folly. The people of Saurashtra 
sent me hate mail. But the same peo¬ 
ple later came and sought my bles¬ 
sings. 

Q: Tour fight is against all odds. 

A: It is a fight till the end. The just 


place for a just man Li an unjust society 
is jail or death. 

Q: Is there any solution in sif^t? 

A: We all know that every problem 
has a solution. Even now, tliere is a 
way out. I am the most condemned 
man. I am condemned to success. I 
demand a national debate on these pro¬ 
jects. It is a national problem. And 
national problems have national solu¬ 
tions. I am against violence because I 
am against violence. If this callousness 
continues, the Narmada will be swollen 
with the tears of the people. If the SSP 
is the lifeline of Gujarat, it is also the 
deathline of Gujarat. 

Q: You have refused to negotiate... 
A: You cannot be threatened and 
negotiate at the same time. 

Q: The pro-dam agitators claim you 
have renounced non-violence. 

A: I am not a hatyagrahi. 1 am a 
satyagrahi. On the first day here, 



Among the beneficiaries is Mungalia 
Bairagi, a Bhil. This turbaiiiied and ear- 
ringed tnbal's village will disappear under 
the waters of tiie Sardar Sarovar l^ake, but 
he has been given five acres of irrigated 
land. "Baba Amte is misguided on the 
issue. Even the project-affected people 
are on our side," says Hariballabh Parikh, 
a tribal leader. “1 have opposed the gov¬ 
ernment on many issues. 1 thuik the gov- 
enunent also makes mistakes, but I sup¬ 
port the dam,” Vaid adds. 

T he white Ambassador bumps over the 
cratered roads, past knots of cheering 
children, and women, balancing brass pots 
on their heads. Cattle with long curving 
horns wander around, a stately camel 


policemen in plainclothes opposed us. 
When I fainted, the pro-dam agitators 
beat their drums and rejoiced and sang. 
They thought I was dead. They 
threaten me. They shout all nif^t so I 



can't sleep. But I am still here. 

Look all around you. Why are there 
so many homeguards? Thank God, 1 
have not been arrested for outragmg 
the modesty of women homeguards. 

Q: The government of Gujarat claims 
that all project-affected people will be 
settled. 

A: No sane ecoraimist will believe that 
enough land can be given for resettling 
tribals. The tribal belts of India carry 
the best geotogical blessings. But kxik 
at the tribals today. They live half-man 
half-animal. 

Q: Why did you return the national 
awards? 

A; I wrote to President R. Venk- 
ataraman... I said that after all this 1 
can’t keep them any more. 









H er lips are parched. Her throat 
bone-dry. On a fast unto death for a 
week, Medha Patkar occasionally 
reaches for a red plastic tumbler, allowing 
herself a sip of water. The hands of her 
wristwatch are edging towards noon and 
the unrelenting winter sun is beating down 
on the cracked, arid fields. Last night, 
frozen and inky-black, is only a memory. 

Leader of the Narmada Bachao Ando- 
lan, which seeks to stop constructbn of 
the Sardar Sarovar Prr^ct (SSP), Medha 
Patkar is stretclied out on a dirt-encrusted 
diiree, her greying hair untidily framed 
against the plump, dusty p^illow. A week of 
fasting has reduced her voice to a whisper, 
the smudges under her eyes are darker, 
but she defiantly shrugs off her exhaus¬ 
tion, ‘The struggle will continue till 
the government orders a comprehensive 
review of the SSP. They must stop all 
work on the site, they must stop clearing 
forests and acquiring tribal land. 

Smells of winter and raw tobacco fill the 
air. The dust swirls. Spindly saplings sway 


This lady is not for 


damning. Gutsy and 
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oject, which threatens 


not only the environment 


of the entire Narmada 


region but also the future 


e number of 


OY 


HURY reports 


HSSlB 


in the breeze as a group of girts in ghagras 
and cliulii chant the war cries of ^nghar- 
shgaon (the Narmada Bachao Andolan 
activists' name for their camp on the. 
Madhya Pradesh-Gigarat border), their 
thin voices amplified by the scratchy mic¬ 
rophones hooked to a generator on a trac¬ 
tor. “Koi nahin hate^, baandh nalm bane- 
ga" and “LaaUii gpU Idayenge, Nimar ko 
bachayet^e” and “/findr, Marathi ya Gu¬ 
jarati, tadne wa/on ki ek jaat!’. Medha 
Patkar leans forward, clapping her hands 
in encouragement. “Bahut ac&hha, bahut 
achchha-You have given me so much Josh 
(enthusiasm). Ab khane peene ki zaroorat 
aahia, ” she exclaims. 

Applause ripples through Uie shamiana, 
as patrician kisans, with bristling mous¬ 
taches and stubbly chins, bare-legged trib¬ 
al women and young activists, the men 
bearded and bespectacled, join in. "Sardar 
Sarovar kya karega?" asks someone. The 
fuO-throated*roar of 500 voices in unison 
follows: “Sabka satyanash karega." Pause. 
A couple of drun^ats. aameen 
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a/Mie aap Ja hat" The friendly roar follows 
“Nahm ftisdce baap ki hat ” 

Seated m the shaimna beside six activ 
ists also on hunger stnke, and some 500 
"green troops”— mostly farmers and tnb- 
als—Medha Patkar is speakuig to a group 
of fellow travellers of a more recent vm 
tage, all of them overawed and jeancd 
young moi who arrived this morning 
Painstakingly Medha Patkai explains her 
cause to the attentive young men IheRs 
12,000-crore Sardar Sarovar Projeit 
would innundate nch croplands and pris¬ 
tine forests causing irreparable environ 
mental damage fhe thousands of evicted 
farmers and tnbals, she aigues, her tune 
tinged with persuasion, wilt never get 
proper compensation Lives will be 
affected, a hfcstyle will disappear 

In the name of development gieed has 
transcended need, she says, shooting 
down the government and pro dam activ¬ 
ists’ arguments that it will provide drinking 
water to the people ol Gujarat ungation 
facilities and hydel powei Himanshu 
lliakkar, a young activist, hoveis nearby 
protectively ‘ Let Medha rest She is get 
ting ttfed,” he says 

After a flurry of speeches the NBA 
activists assembled at K.ughat Bridge on 
the banks of the Narmada on Christmas 
Day last year Ahead Ia\ bardar Sarovar 
the dam site, and Keiadia the ^parklmg 
concrete town-ihip of opulent guest 
houses and regulation government housmg 
estates on the banks of the Narmada Baba 
Amte, the ailing angel of the leper 
ashrams, walked a few symbolic paces and 
then accomramed the mar'hers ui lus 
ambulance awami Agnivesh fuelled early 



*1 realised that only 
mass mobilisation will 
help. The courts are for 
dumping problems and 
locking them up. We 
urgently needed to reach 
outtothetribals' 



It is in Bombay that the 
story of Medha Patkar 
begins over three 
decades ago. Her trade 
unionist parents taught 
her militancy, her 
schooling in a Marathi 
medium gave her a 
healthy disregard for 
‘ivory-towerism’ 


rassions but left early Only Medha Pat 
kar maiched all the wiy at the fuit front 
the symbol of protest an unstoppable lu n 
gieen hour days later at Perkiiva on the 
(lUiarat Madhya Pradesh border the mar 
chefj coUided with a phalitix of khakt as 
swarms of pro dam actiyists stood on 
guard 

The match taught us brotherhood I he 
march taught us to share What fas satis 
fled me the most is the feeling of unity 
between the tnbals of the Vitidhya% and 
the Satpuids and the peasants of the 
Nimar region Ihe tnbals earned their 
gram ivith them, the farmers brought trac¬ 
tors and now, they arc feeding all the 
tnbals It IS not chanty it is brotherhood, 
she says 

More than the ihortage oi fwxi fodder 
and funds the NBA activists feared the 
cold ‘It was 2 C or 1 C when wt got 
here Ferkuya \yasnt supposed to be the 
last stop There were no arrangements, 
we lav m the open at ni^t Sleep yyas 
impossible our bodies craved for warmth 
but there wasn't any, said Bnan Lobo a 
Kashtakan Sangathan worker from Bom 
bay 

I t IS m Bombay that the story of Medha 
Patkar begins ovet three decades ago 
Her trade umorast parents taught her mill 
tancy, her schoolmg in a Marathi medium 
gave her a healthy disregard for ‘ivory 
towensm' ‘I spent a lot of time dteam 
mg I wanted to do something good, 
perhaps be a vilia«; doctor ” After study 
mg chemistnr at Ruia College and com¬ 
munity development at the Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Patkar did her doctoral 


work on slum dwellers But my he.u t was 
witli the tnbals In 1985, Patkar ranK to 
tile Narmad i \ alley with a i advocate from 
Delhi who wanted legal action She did 
nothmg ind 1 realised that (itly mass mobi 
hsation will help Ihc courts ueioi dump 
mg problems and hxkuig them up We 
uigcntly needed to reach out to the Inb 
als’ 

From her wnst dangles i bracelet In 
senbed cm it art the words Me dh i I'atkai 
repeatedly state* Hum nihm hjtcnpt 
baandh nalm bannt d( ngt Adds Patkar 
‘‘Hit deprivation ol the nituial resource 
base because of dcvcleipnicnt is (ausmg 
problems Hit so called nuxleni systems 
aie destioymg tribal life sty It s 

In short stacatio bui ^ts Mt'dlui Pitkai 
shoots dowh the piper promises and 
empty rca*sui,m(ts about resctilemtnl 
ot the proicrl affccte d i«*ople (PAP) 

I hey ban no plans ready they have 
things on paiKi thit too bee lusc of oiii 
pre s>urt Ihc SSP s pi ms tei i< liabilit ite 
project afketed people aie neni 
miplenientiible ibcnit 50 pci cent of the 
people even in the •■ubintrgtd zone 
frchcirnen tnbals poeir finntrs have 
been ovet looked ihe Hue c state -.((ju 
jara* MP and Mahai i.lilia) dont have a 
common pohey I and to se'tlle every dis 
placed person i‘ lust not dvaifablt There 
IS no plan and no p ilitic al will 

With a wayc of he i hand Patkar disniis 
se* the model use tllcmc iit ce litre s foi the 
PAPs as showpiece llicy can settle a 
few yillagcs Ility are dc[xndmg e>n pit 
vite land m (lUjarat and toust land ui 
Maharishtia which is uiyjii t because 
secondiry displaecincnt is imolved A 



In short staccato 
bursts, Medha Patkar 
shoots down‘the paper 
promises and empty 
reassurances' about the 
resettlement of the 
project-affected people 


11 









THE OnEn WOHUH 
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W hile chief nurister Ciumanbhai 
Patel ahutttea between New 
Delhi and GlndhinaiiBr, drurondng up 
support toe the Sardv Sarovar Prqect 
(^P), Unnihben, his fies^ wife, 
waits at the frontline of Ferlcuvs 
tirelessly rallying pro-dam agitators. 
After leading the chorus of Rat^iuptti 
/Jagftavs fijua Rm. Baba ko sammb- 
de Bbagwan, Mrs Patel sits crossleg¬ 
ged m a mattress, hundred over a 
quick meal of puns and sambar. 

Principal of a colfrge, Urmilaben 
has been catnpmg in Fetkuva since De¬ 
cember 29, sonetimes sleeping in a 
white Ambassador car belonging to the 
state government. ‘*Paarf’, she says 
softly, and a young attendant dips a 
plastic cup mlo a metal budeet and 
pours water mto a stainless steel tmnb- 


menlQinultf. 





pro^ agitatora are ilm iiuiM of aw 
people and adds that he hi iitt qgiiHt 
the Mcqite Ssniasfatra ge#| wa^^ 
Baba Aiirte has reinoitoeed non- 
vio^. He is in the hands <rf tiie 
aim-dam agbtoia. See sB Oe 
they wrote on the walls *o«t bL„ 

the dam. He even wanted to go 1 __ 

twice, but the anthdun agfta&e did 
not let him go. 

Q: TI»MB'<Samtg^katatab^vetlU(t 
btuL 

Acqdrhig land h not thdt proUeia 
We wiD find it for them. Let them oome. 
to us flrat We WiD buy land from the 
' Ivgartt We Witt give thiw 
I am making an open oSer to 



1 am making an open offer 
to all the anti-dam agitators 
in Ferkuva. Come and see 
me and i will give you iand’ 


ler. Her meal over, Mrs Patel, sitting 
beside piles of firewood and padeets ol 
spray dried skimmed milk powder n 
the pro-dam activists’ shaimna, gets 
ready to speak to Tur TetECRAHi. 

Q: You have never been at the fbre- 
6mt of pobtKal activity Why have you 
suddenly become a full-time amimg- 
ner.'' 

A: The project la very vital for the 
people of Gigarat. We've had a bad 
time recently. There was a severe 
dnnkmg water shortage because of the 
drought. We had to spend Ks 15,000 
crores ferrying water by tram and by 
tankers. Besides, the ground water 
levels m the villages are falling. In the 
past, you got water at 300-^ feet, 
now you have to bore weUs about 600 
feet deep. And very soon, weH be at 
the 1.000 feet fevel 
Q: Do you believe that Baba Amte is 
weU-meaning, bat bMghtfy nusgmded? 
A: He IS not ditdidy nusgukM; he is 
tota% misguided. His sutements m 

S O contradictory Initially, he sak' 
it Iw Wouldn't be aifewed to talk to 
the people ei Gujarat. Then he said 


all the anti-dam aiptatoca m Fmrlniva. 
Come and see me and I wtt give you 
land. ^ 

Q: The constnictiaD of the SSP wi 
cause tremendous aivimmeatai dam¬ 
age. 

At I drove down to Barunmi On MB) 
yesterday. ¥ou won't see dense 
foresto m the area. And we ndQ pkmt 
40 treea for each one we cut down. We 
lave already begtm affermuation wmk 
Q: ^mjtmbu^iingerie^damlf 
tw not btm a few smalirdhimi^ It 
might cause lets envktmmtal dam* 
aige. 

Ai The Narmada ia not just the only 
tng hver, it is the only river that om 
supply adequate amounts of water, u 
tim were amidler rivem fe the area, 
we have smaDer dams. Besides, 
Jawauulai Nehru wanted the “ ' 

dam, the thdot femnee and _ 

Baba Amte ie aayhit 



metdwfeh 


cold anger bums m her eyes. “What about 
the 60,000 pe<^ whose lands have been 
taken away to build canals ieaduig from the 
dam? They haven't been mciuded. And the 
tribals? Iney have rejected the forest land 
because oth^ tnbals wiB be affected. The 
environment department says that no 
forest land will be given out" 

No one has accepted her moral chal¬ 
lenge. Or heeded Baba Amte's heated rhe- 
tonc. Not the govenunent of Gigarat, not 
the Centre, not the Worid Bank whidi has 
loaned Rs 700 aore for the dam. Sn per 
cent of the pregect work—construction df 
the dam site, the lake where water is 
stored, the canals, the allotment of reset¬ 
tlement sites—IS complete. Very soon, 
the forests will fall to the developers’ axe. 
A haze of concrete dust will shroud a land 
that was lush and verdant. The NBA may 
be fitting a losmg battle ''Phansikaphaa- 
da taiyar hai. But till they put the noose 
aroiBid our necks, we fight I can’t 
accept that the dam will be built I have the 
confidence The years 1 have spent orga¬ 
nising the tnbals won't go to waste. Hiey 
won't submit. They say it is a symbolic 
struggle " 

From pressure groups, ^udgmg sup¬ 
port IS finally fortli^mmg. "The human 
r^ts groups are gettmg closer The en- 
vironmentausts accept the forest dwellers 
have, primary nghts They have come a 
step beyond merely saymg that tnbals 
have a nf^t to use the forest The tnbals, 

I they reahse, are the protectors of environ¬ 
mental and social values” 

But won't the hunger sap her strength, 
reduemg the activists’ morale? "My him- 
ger strike will only boost their morale It 
will strengthen them The people are join- 
mg up. The people are on our side ” Seven 
days of fasting had not broken her spuit 
‘"fhis fast has to be mdefinite Jam bjgake 
kama hoga We have to see if our leaders 
have a consaence We have to see d they 
have any pditical will " 

E very activist at Sangharshgacm exudes 
a steely resolve. They are united, 
they have more to lose than their lands 
and theu’ livelihood Under a leafy mango 
tree m the fields squat four kisan activists 
in (Rmtis, determined to save theff lands 
"They are destroying the country ni the 
name of development. Lakhs of people wiO 
be uprooted and whole villages submerged 
by the waters of the dam's reservoir. You 
call that development? 1 call it destiuc- 
twn,” says 60-year-okl Sobharam, a yel¬ 
low and black samarpmd (those who have 
are willing to sacrifice their lives to stop 
the dam) scarf, round his nedc. From Un- 
diya village, m Barwani, MP, 61-year-(dd 
Jagannath Patiday, his cheeks covered 
with silvery stubble, is determined to stay 
at Saimharshgarm till the government re¬ 
lents ‘We are stayuig. My village will be 
sifemerged, my family has lived there for 


( 




The uprooted of the earth 

800 years. 1 want to live there. So does 
my son. I want to live peacefully, but the 
SS dam will destroy everything." Narmada 
Prasad Chaturvedi is 81, short-sighted and 
stoops, but he walked aU the way from 
Barwani. A frayed Gandhi topi, tilted on 
one side sits uneasily on his head. He 
wants the height of the dam to be reduced 
by 100 feet. “I have been trying for three 
years. Why should 1 stop now?” he asks. 
Fiftyfive-year-old Bhaijibliai Tadvi of Un- 
dva, Gujarat, was one of the earliest suf¬ 
ferers. Eleven years ago, the government 
took away Ws 20 acres. "The government 
is doing good things to others. Why do I 
have to suffer?” he asks. 

True, the government has some land, 
but it is not enou^, so it is promising the 
same land to everyoiK, says Noorji Kal- 


chia Parve, a tribal from Denir, Maharash¬ 
tra. In a clearing lit by the last light of the 
dying sun, Rampyari (40) of Pimpri village 
is preparing a meal: a no-frills khitdiri. Her 
^mily has 30 acres: it will all go under 
water. All around her stand the tractors, 
/gleaming in the evening sun. "This talk of 
^ land for resettlement is lies, all lies, sub 
jhoot hai. Besides, we want our land, not 
the government’s.” Not far away, sits 
Manick Bhawad, a tribal from Maharash¬ 
tra. "We have come to help our brothers. 
Nobody pays attention to the poor. If the 
dam is ever built, we’ll break it,” says this 
Kashtakari Sangathan worker in Warli, a 
tribal dialect. 

Other friends have come from furtlier 
away. From south Bihar came Meghnad’ 
Bhattachao'a. and from Japan, Tomitaoa 


Watanabe. “Development is essentially 
exploitative, it is borrowed from the West, 
where it grew out of colonial exploitation. 
Here, the tnbals arc being exploited,” 
says Bhattacliarya, a frail, bearded man 
also on a fast unto death. “I have worked 
in Bihar, seen the fate of the people living 
near die Koel Karo and Subaniarekha pro 
jects. It is always the same—the poor 
always suffer. That never changes.” 
Member of the Friends of the Earth. Japan 
ChMter, Watanabe marched from Barwani 
to Ferkuva. Wearing an "environmentally 
conscious” green scarf, this student of 
Chiba University blames the First World 
for supporting huge projects wluch benefit 
only the rich in the Third World countries. 
"The peasants and farmers and workers 
are against the dam. And 1 support them. ” 
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A similar anti-dam movement is taking 
shape in Hokkaido in northern Japaa But 
he has never seen such enthusiasm, such 
an uproar. 

A brisk walk from Sangharshgaon, past 
blackboards declaring the imposition 
of Section 144, prohibiting NBA activists 
from entering Gujarat, is Ferkuva. The 
shouts of" ^rdar Sarovar Banao, Garibi 
Hatao" ffow louder and the nearby pitch¬ 
ed khaki police tents come into view. Be¬ 
side them are the sprawling shawianas of 
the government-backed pro-dam activists 
belonging to the Narmada Foundation and 
the Narmada Abhijan Samiti. 

(Jver a thousand activists, cooks and 
capitalists, farmers and freedom fighters. 


rub shoulders at the ccnnmunity kitchen 
every afternoon. In the kitchen, scattered 1 
with smouldering ashes, are piles of fire¬ 
wood, sacks of. spray-dried skimmed milk 
powder for the activists' evening tea, and a 
mountain of tins of mustard oil. “We nor¬ 
mally make puns, sabzi and sambar, and 
often khitdui,’’ says one of the cooks, a 
member of the Narmada Abhijan Samiti. 
“Sometimes we have to feed 5,(K)0 peo¬ 
ple, twice a day,” he adds. 

Parked outside are police jeeps, govern¬ 
ment vehicles and orange and white vans 
for bringing in people to Ferkuva. Tied to 
a nearby tree are six frisky horses belong¬ 
ing to the Baroda Police. But Urmilaben 
Patel, wife of chief minister Chimanbhai 
Patel and leader of the pro-dam activists. 


denies that anyone is brought here. “Peo¬ 
ple are so disturbed by Bate Amte’s agita¬ 
tion that they are coming on fbeir own; all, 
we do is try and regulate their arrivals,” 
s)k says. The pro-dW activists also get 
the best medical feolities possible. “I have' 
dealt with hypertension, heart attacks and 
persons gor^ by a bull," says Dr A.S. 
Triv«li, a government doctor. 

Like their counterparts cm the other 
side of the border, the pro-dammers be¬ 
lieve they have a mission. The prosperity 
of Giyarat, believes Suren Chowksi, de¬ 
pends on the dam. “We need the electric¬ 
ity for the new factories and the sugar 
nulls," says Chowksi, president of tiie 
Central Gujarat Chamber of Commerce. 
R.B. Paniicr, a farmer of Bharuch, wants 


O n the metalled Baroda-Indore 
road, bisecting the blistered bis¬ 
cuit-brown fields dotted with leafy 
mango trees, waits an ambulance. At 
the nearby makeshift checkpost, stand 



a few policemen, dusty and super¬ 
fluous, their khaki uniforms stained by 
sweat. Inside the stuffy and claus¬ 
trophobic ambulance, parked in be¬ 
tween the camps of agitators in favour 
of and against the Narmada dam, rests 
a conscience-keeper of modem India: 
Baba Amte. 

Baba Amte accompanied the green 
soldiers as they marched from Barwani 
in MP towards Giqarat. This 77-year- 
old voice of moral authority speaks for 
the silent, the suflering, the peasants 
whose fertile croplands will disappear 
under the dam's waters and the tribals 
whose forests will be razed. He had 
wanted to tell the people of Giyarat 
that the dam was more evil than neces¬ 
sary, but policemen had prevented him 


THE BABA LIVES 


from entering the state and the pro¬ 
dam activists had shouted him down. 

Today, he can't move forward, and 
till the government decides to recon¬ 
sider the Sardar Sarovar Project 
(SSP), he won't turn back. Instead, he 
remains in the ambulance, hot and 
drowsy du^ the day, chilly and wide 
awake at lught, and gradually weaken¬ 
ing, but as intransigent as ever. "They 
sing hh^ans at the top of their voices 
all night so that I can't sleep. But if 
they continue to sing Baba ko sanunati 
de Bhagwan so loud^ly, God will need 
an ENT chednip," he says. 

“His health has deteriorated. It is 
the dust and the tensions, but he is as 
mtsy and spirited as ever," says Vikas 
Amte, the Baba's eldest son. “It is a 
losing battle re^, but the war will be 
won," hopes Vikas. 

Long ago, the Dalai Lama asked 
Baba Amte whether he believed ui 


reincarnation. “We must live a series 
of lives in one life," Baba Amte coun¬ 
tered. Baba (then Devidas Murfidhar) 
Amte has lived many lives—the pri¬ 
vileged son of wealthy landowners, the 
successful attorney, and tl^n, founder 
of the leprosy ashr^s and now, cru¬ 
sader for environmental and tribal con- 
<%ms. 

Bedridden because of a bone ail¬ 
ment, Baba Amte bristles with de¬ 
fiance. Apart fixim the white khadi shirt 
and kac(M, the Baba wears the yellow 
and black scarf worn by activists pre¬ 
pared to sacrifice their lives for the 
cause. 

Q: Why are you against the Sardar 
Sanvar Project? 

A: I haven't sin^ded out the Narmada. 
I’m against all big dams. It is not the 
quesbon of height. It is a struggle for 
m rights of man. Why should other 
people decide our fate? 







water to save the countryside from 
^ou{^t. "Water is a luxury in some parts 
of our state. And here, Baba Amte is 
talking about submerged land and the des¬ 
troyed enviroiunent.” 

The project, advocate S.I. Rathore be¬ 
lieves, will provide electricity and irriga¬ 
tion facilities, though he acknowledges 
that some people will be affected. “It^will 
be one per cent loss and 99 per cent gam," 
says Rathore, who attributes the anti-dam 
agitation to petty politics. During the last 
election, tlie BJP told voters in MP that it 
would stop the project for political gains, 
he says, A more convincing argument 
comes from Chunibhai Vaid. “Four dis¬ 
tricts need the water desperately. We 
need the drinking water and the water for 


irrigation. With the increase in population, 
the demand for water is rismg. The SSP 
will only partially solve the problem.” 

"lyook at our position," appeals Vaid, a 
spare, ascetic Sarvodaya leader. “Water 
levels are falling. We are being forced to 
drink fossil water which has a lugh flouride 
content. We cannot let all the Narmada 
water flow into the Arabian Sea.” Calmly 
and considerately Vaid spares a thought 
for the project-affected peopk?. “If the 
people refuse to move from their lands 
they will have to be forcibly evicted. We 
cannot stop now. 'Hie nation has taken a 
decision. Okay, one lakh people will be 
affected, but two crore people will benefit. 
And our rehabilitation facilities are the best 
in the world.” 


Among the beneficiaries is Mungalia 
Bairagi, a Bhil. This turbaiined and ear- 
ringed tribal’s village will disappear under 
the waters of the Sardar Sarovar Lake, but 
he has been given five acres of irrigated 
land. “Baba Amte is misguided on the 
issue. Even the project-affected people 
are on our side,” says Hariballabh Parikh, 
a tribal leader. “1 have opposed the gov¬ 
ernment on many issues. I think the gov¬ 
ernment also makes mistakes, but I sup¬ 
port the dam," Vaid adds. 

T he white Ambassador bumps over the 
cratered roads, past knots of cheenng 
children, and women, bakincmg brass pots 
on their heads. Cattle with long curving 
horns wander around, a stately camel 


OMCE MORE 

Besides if the dams are con- 
struaed, the socio-economic profile of 
the people won't improve. The only 
trade left for us will be the flesh trade. 
The tribals in India are more isolated 
than the Sikhs in Punjab. 

Q; But the people of Giyarat need the 
ifarn. There is a severe water shortage 
in Saurashtia and Kutch. 

A: The parched lips of Siaurashtra and 
Kutch have first claim to the waters of 
the Narmada. It is not a question of 
drmkmg water. It is the brute hunger 
for size. What is the need to always 
have the biggest dam and the biggest 
railway platform and to violate nature? 
Building the dam will be perpetuating a 
national folly. The people of Saurashtra 
sent me hate mail. But the same peo¬ 
ple later came and souj^t my bles¬ 
sings. 

Q: Tour Sght is against all odds. 

A: It is a fight tUI the end. The just 


place for a just man :.i an unjust society 
is jail or death. 

Q: Is there any solution in sight? 

A: We all know that every problem 
has a solution. Even now, there is a 
way out. I am the most condemned 
man. 1 am condemned to success. 1 
demand a national debate on these pro¬ 
jects. It is a national problem. And 
national problems have national solu¬ 
tions. 1 am against violence because 1 
am against violence. If this callousness 
continues, the Narmada will be swollen 
with the tears of the people. If the SSP 
is the lifeline of Gujarat, it is also the 
deathline of Gujarat. 

Q: Tou have rehised to negotiate... 
A: You cannot be threatened and 
negotiate at the same time. 

Q: The pro-dam agitators claim you 
have renounced non-violence. 

A: I am not a hatyagrahi. 1 am a 
satyagrahi. On the first day here. 



policemen in plainclothes opposed us. 
When I fainted, the pro-dam agitators 
beat their drums and rejoiced and sang. 
They thought I was dead. They 
threaten me. They shout all night so I 



can’t sleep. But I am still here. 

Look all around you. Why are there 
so many homeguards? Thank God, I 
have not been arrested for outraging 
the modesty of women homeguards. 
Q: The government of Gujarat claims 
that all project-affected people will be 
settled. 

A: No sane economist will believe that 
enough land can be given for resettling 
tribals. The tribal belts of India carry 
the best geological blessings. But look 
at the tribals tc^ay. They live half-man 
half-animal. 

Q: Why did you return the national 
awards? 

A: I wrote to President R. Venk- 
ataraman... I said that after all this 1 
can’t keep them any more. 





THE ARBUMENTS 
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T he pro-dam lobby insists that the 
Sardar Sarovar Project is the "life¬ 
line of Gujarat”. Its case: 

Irrigation: ^bout 18 lakh hectares in 
12 districts of Gujarat including 3,393 
vUiages will benefit. Seventy five per 
cent of the dam’s command area is 
drought-prone agricultural land. 


Water supply: Over 32 million peo¬ 
ple livmg in 131 urban centres and 
4,720 \4lages in Giqarat will get an 
unmtemipted .supply of drinking water. 

Power generation: Power stabons 
with an installed capacity of 1,450 MW 
will provide electricity to Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 
Employment :The annual employ¬ 
ment potential is 7.0 lakh man-years 
during the construction period and 6 
lakh man-years tht*reafter. 
Rehabilitation: The dam's reservoir 
will submerge 34,867 hectares of land, 
including 10,719 hectares of forest 
land. It will displace 21,349 families 
living in 248 villages, 193 of which are 
m MP. Every project affected family, 
every major son, landless labourer and 
encroacher is entitled to two hectares 
of irrigable agricultural land. Each fami¬ 
ly will allotted a 90 ft X 60 ft plot close 
to the land, a subsistence allowance of 
Rs 4,500 per family and other benefits. 
Afforestation: Over 4,500 hectares 
of forest land wiU be submerged in 
Gij^t. A decision to raise compensa- 
toiy forests on 4,650 hectares in Kutch 
has been taken. Also, 12. (XX) hectares 
of degraded forest land will be 
’’greened”. 

Costs: Rs 6,406 at 1986-87 levels. 
World Bank aid amounts to $ 
650million. 


A nti-dam activists pot for¬ 
ward a different argument. 
Irrigation: Only 20 of tlje 56' 
drought-prone talukas will sup¬ 
plied with irrigation water. The needs 
of only six talukas will be totally fulfilled 
while 36 talukas will not get any water 
at all. 

Power: If all the water is used to 
generate electridty, there will be no 
water for irrigation. 

Costs: Most anti dam activists esti¬ 
mate to final cost to be around Rs 
11,500 crores. R^ni Kothari, former 
member of the Planning Commission, 
estimates that total expenditure may 
rise to Rs 20,000 crores, while L.C. 
Jain, another former member of the 
commission, believes that the final 
cost, including "environmental costs” 
will by around Rs 30,000 crores. 

Resettlement: Of the 14,944 project 
affected families in MP, 80 have been 
given agricultural land so far. Accord¬ 
ing to Medha Patkar, much of the data 
on available land for resettlement is 
fictitious. The only alternative is to buy 
private land at hi^ cost or release 
forest land, she says. 

Drinking water: Water may reach 
the drou^t-affected districts % years 
ftom now, says an advisor to the Plan¬ 
ning Commission. 


plods along, (iiant elei'lnc pvlons dcrt the 
iandwa|x>, pnxils that development has 
leaclied ruial tiujarat, though the pc'tijile 
arc still pool. Ahead is Gutal, in V.igiuHlia 
tehsil, a “resettlement colony" which 
Medha Patkai dismisses as a "show 
piece" 

On five .icies of land, ,10-vear-old 
kadheyshyam, his wife and two little chil 
dren, liave Ix'gun a new life We sit on a 
low stnng bed outside his makeshift dwell 
mg a tin shed (the government has given 
him an additional 5,4(X) sq. ft foi building a 
pucai house). There is a whiff of gohat. In 
Bhaiiti, Madhva Pradesh, he was a land¬ 
less labourer at the bottom of the pile. 
■‘Today I have a pan of bullocks, a plot to 
build a house and five .icres. I am a happy 
man,” muses Kadhev.shvam. lie misses 
his native Bluiuti and ne lus trouble under- 
slandmg the local language. “1 can't speak 
Gujarati, only Hmdi, but my childien will 
leani. They will be Gujaratis." 

Sifting through grains of jowar before 
grinding them to make nata, Bodhi Bai 
nods in ameement. "1 had no land in MP: 
here we nave 10 acres, five foi my son. 


five lor me." Despite financial help from 
the Gujarat government, the early days in 
(iutal weren’t easy “We had to do maa- 
d(ion, work as maids in neighbounng 
homes." he says. (»iits ol land, bulliKks 
and money have kept Kewal Singh (55). 
formerly ol Bhauti, pennanently good 
humoured. "There are rumours that the 
government of (lujarat will find a wife for 
me and Chiinanbhai Patel will build a heli¬ 
pad here fm our use,' he laughs. 

'I'he reasons for RadheyshyanTs smile 
lie further down the r(«d. At Satdat Saio- 
vai and Kevadia, man may have oven ome 
nature, but it could be a phyrnc victory. 
What was once miles of fertile cropland is 
a cauldriPii ol fine dust. Cranes rattle, the 
concrete mixing jilant nimbk-s incessantly. 
Lying around ate piles of broken bncks 
.md twisted rubble. And beside the rubble, 
stand two signboards. ‘Make India (ireen” 
and “Sardai Sarovar Ensures Ecological 
Harmony” they say. 

At the dam site, the mighty Narmada is- 
a narrow, gushing channel, exposing 
scoured black bedrock. On the sides of the 
river stand steel towers, twice the height 


of the Qutb Minar linked by a cable. A 
trolley carrying 28 tonnes of pre-cooled 
concrete runs on the cable. Close by is an 
ice plant. “PrecixJed concrete is preferred 
because it never cracks,” explams Sudhir 
Dave, deputy manager. Sardar Sarovar 
Project. Yet, fewer than .5(X) people are 
working on the dam site, he adds All 
along the road, pitiable shacks rub shoul¬ 
ders with the icons of development- 
smart circuit houses and, of course, the Rs 
12,(X)0-crore dam. On another signboard 
IS painted the slogan: “The Sardar Sarovar 
Project IS the Backbone of Gujarat’s Eco¬ 
nomy”. 

"She IS an educated woman. She has 
done a lot for the poor tnbals, but on the 
Narmada issue she is completely mis¬ 
guided,” says Urmtiaben Patel about 
Medha Patkar. Misguided or not, a fort¬ 
night’s fasting has only added to her char¬ 
isma, steeling her resolve. Does Patkar 
expect support from another Green apos¬ 
tle—Union environment minister Maneka 
Gandhi? "Maneka’s feet are tied, but her 
hands are free. Maybe, she will do some¬ 
thing.” ■ 
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BUILDING ON STRENGTH 








Moving ahead with a 
strategic Rs.624 crore 
diversification 



''Invest in 

Ispat Growth Bonds" 

Nippon Dcnro Ispdt Liniitpd is now U'ttinq up d 
Tins iMsnri V>pf)nqn Irixi Pl.int with u cupdcitv of 
10 IdMi Ionin-”> pi'i onnurn itn- luiqi*',! in 
Iridid I he PIdnl will use tht' estahlisherl Midrex 
terfinoloqy U) part liridnee this venture Nippon 
Uenn' Ispat oflers iSPAf (iROWIH B()NDS an 
issue v-t I uHy ( onvnrtihie tJetx'nturi's of 
Ks ^ .’0 i lores 

The Track Record Speaks for Itself 

The Coriipdi'v ii.is dli exi client tidi.k ter urrj of uluwth 
III lunuivi r t,e' (irofit, total assets and net wonfi 

Growth from 1985-86 to 1989-90 

- Turnover up from Rs.47.75 crorei to 
Rs.408.14 crores 

- Net profit up from Rs.2.69 crores to 
Rs. 13.24 crores 

~ Total assets up from Rs.28.29 crores to 
Rs.372.56 crores 

- Net worth up from Rs.6.80 crores to 
Rs 54.73 crores 

Public Issue of 1,02,85,714 
12.5% Secured Fully Convertible 
Debentures of Rs.140 each for rash at 
par aggregating Rs.144 crores 

DEBENtURiTHiiMLICHTS ^ 

’ Face Value : Rs 140 

: interest : 12 '3% per cirmum payable ti.Tf ye.iilv 

; 1 Attractive Conversion : Part A tri Rs SO mt. i 2 t-quity 
Shdros of Hs 10 each at a premium uf Ks 1S per sbd'e 
at the end of nine months from the date ot 
allotment 

Pad B of Hs 90 into such number of etjyiiy sh.rres of 
Rs 10 each at a premium to be decided by (.'Cl 
between 24 to 30 months from tin date of 
allotment 

■ Listing ; Calcutta, Bombay, Delhi R Ahmedabad 
Stcrck txr flanges 

In addition, 80,00.000 14% Secured 
Redeemable Non-Convertible Debentures of 
Rs.100 each are being offered at par. 


Now under implementation 
10 lakh tonnes per annum 
SPONGE IRON PLANT 
—the largest in India 


PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

LARGEST IN INDIA 

it would be Ifii' sjrgesi and thr' first MFCiAMOD Sponge 
Iron filant in li'idia 

LATEST GENERATION TECHNOLOGY 

tfio lorhnolog/ is Isrsed on tin N/IIDRbX direct reduction 
process wfin Fi is a p'oeen <'t.ei(|y etticient gas based 
ptvi'.ess in view i,t lh*.‘ siiKjle modulr' oper.ition anij 
UtxJ.lten lis finijlouv, tfio 1 osl 111 production fiei tonne's 
expected to tie lowei a.-, cotiii'ared to otfiei '^po'iqc' Iron 
plants in India 

FLEXIBILITY TO USE 100% LUMP ORE 

It can diiectlv use- luo'fi, iron < m lumps ,i. taw material 
aiici lia'. al'.o tlm 'o i .i a;;, n.ix c'f iron uie 

peileis and Imn ()re lump'- 

STRATEGIC LOCATION 

Tfie pL'nl will tie ks.itici ,ji I'l.tnct Raigad in 
M.af i.ii.istiti ,1 in ■lose pioxin.>!v In ttie m.a|iii users ot 
Spoil'ji ■ Inn I It .ii-,'. I iftnn iilt"-i lo'atioi <,il ill lvrir<t.Kjr‘S 
proxiriuty ro • c',1 pi irl, pro)"i'''!, 'o g.is pipt'lme lt>w cost 
ot layio'j I'lpr' , .id'-riuaTi suf.plv of powi'i, .tssu'Ofi 
ava'l.itnlily '■! .j.i, w'k ■ <iittm' t>■' i .vilti '•<' i, rail .inri nuu 
transport ano ij.j rd intr.r,li'r■ irc fu'^■lIll‘■, with pfivatu 
jetty and laiiway sid.nrj 
PROMOTERS' EXPERIENCE 

nte ptrirni ite.’s 1 1.1 v’e eept rini II r• • n, i .• . .tiillv opeiatinq 
a 'MIT'Rt X' 1 j.is t).iseri '.ponu. in ji" 1 w in ,i i a|i,ir ay 
11‘ KclO.OOO tp.i 'll 1 nnid,iii I'lil l .b hj 'iWi' ! imliesr 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE SAVINGS 

At r .It ell I .iji.ci it^ ,ir'd Iv.iM'il on , cjm *01 pru es rti** pnijcs 1 
cc it! ..ICC' 1 iiri‘ic;n c'c. tempi' i > iIk' tiirie oi Rs 
, ri ires j ,c*t ,lor lurr, 



Share our experience worldsside 


Issue opens on 
11th February, 1991 

I* the (i^mfyany ilof^*. tHil ff-wivc tho minimum suOscnption of 
of f/w r'>ui .itnount tfie entm '•ubbcription wil! th* 
rrfunded k* within W JdV' horn thr closure of 

thi^ is%ue tt there IS deldy m refund of sui h urncKinl by morr thdn 
fO day*' the ComfMny wiH fMy interest .ti the r.ite of 1*>% per 
dnr>uri Uu the dviiyt^d peruMi 

NIPPON DENRO ISPAT LTD 

•Park Playa'. 71 Park Stioet, C alcutta 7!R) 016 

For your torivenreoci*, an afjpination form rs 
attacheri Please till in the same as per instructions 
anil lodge it wrffi any of the bankers t o the issue 

W)TE ; 'HIS IS bfcirunt i PKOSPiaiJS nor an INVItAliON TO 
SUHSfRiBt TO bsuf OF fULlV |■ONVfRTIBll: DEBfNIURfS 
Of NIPFX'iN 01 NRO ISPAT t If) INIORMATION OIVtN MbRttN 
Tj I ok f’lnVATt •.IRf.lilAIIOM ONI c 

For full details please read the Prospectus. 
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APPLICATION rOMU PON THE INDIAN PUBLIC 

(PLEASfe R«AO CANEPULLY THE INSTPUCTtON^ 

NIPPON DENRO ISPAT LIMITED 

(incorpofaiwU art 23i<J May, 19B4 undat- (ha Ccxvipamos Act 19'^) 

Raocl. Otfica PaiK Plaza />. Pnrli Straot, Calcutta ^00 0i6 


ISSUE OPENS ON : 
ISSUE CLOSES ON: 


MONDAY, 11TH nSRUAPY. 19S1 
THURSDAY, 21ST FEBRUARY, 1SS1 
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HfOISTHAfl S 
SfRkAt MikMlU.i 


PubiK K^ua uf 5i.!>O,0On 12^^^ Fully Convorttbia Oatwriiuras ol R« 140/ rfnrh Nu <4iil> |>a( (horoinaitai 

tolarrab to o« Oatarnturon) My«jfun»ai)g Hsi 72 10 OO OOO to whK h will be adbod the unnuhc^ I’btHi (Kirikm >1 anv 
out ot any Dol>aniura«i leHatvad fur Pretaiontiai AMoimontn m taima of ihm Prospet tu*i imi«kI li»i L>at'embei iu<io 
and aluo Ihu liinubsciibad pi>iiicn it any rnii ut any Uebantura^ iHimg otifuml bi iite 
Sharabnidar** ul the Oimpany on nghfn naais Ihruvigh 'tauaratu Letter of Otlnr i to ntn' r^Msary approvab 


I Appllcatton ntuat ba made fbt a ittitiinuim ot 
[AO Oabenhjraa aruf in moltiplaa ot theraaftar j 

I Amount Payabia on Application 

■ </r Re 3ft par Dabanuire 1 


PAYABLE ON APPLICATION 
PAYABLE ON ALLOTMENT 
PAYABLE ON CAllR 


The Board of Dllaclor^ 

NIPPON DENRO ISPAT LIMITED 
PaiK Plaza 7i, p«rw fiirnot 
Calcutta AKI (Mb 

DOMt KlIA 

Ml «r>i> bwis ut ihK < xnpauy • I '»• natad Jial I aramTiat 1000 Ifwa rieabv a|H>ly 'tM >llcrti>ia»i u. 

mmfi H ot tnw lioCMintiirai eatad hara>»»MliiM , ut ot tha abova laaua Ttw ativ'or* {tayabta on np^xia aixiu a*< 
atH;wn M <a>»>it<Ml te>aa>nt) >^a "ataXy »y*a* ib »CL»pt Itw batat>i<«t«a ajyt>l>«d tot cn •tK.li •>n>a'tar 

outnher ua <nav !>" aitottiat lu itiaXM ‘lUDtncI to itio tetriia irt tha Mid (''roacMtjiuB ttwa Ai>pl<i aiikU< tM-n 
ina Mamntaortaib and Artii«« nt Aumji uMioo el iha C'wftpany and iha qu<dalirMB lot >ialiny nt mm ooitMo 
■•fiimi ti>,it itrra t" urti* bv Uevi •'* Initia ItWa undartaka that i/Wa artll aiy<i akMrn w>riar (IflCotnant* a'vt 
do aH Mjk b uiiiai mii« if naiastui'v i»i t»v*tHi> ten lo anabW ma/ut to bn royutisrait an itw bt-iM-lari*' 
. I ina C anan'uiny wb > i< nev hn alkiitad i> nta/ia o<\Ma aiiitiunaa you to tnyMut lanMnn) oo iti« 
~lni)<.ia> i.i DahenuiiaixiitfenntMMitiiata ot iba I otifiany aa iba ftoHatcn) ol iha Uabentutai'i) Sh« n(»' 
4 wtiM h toay Imi bu niiMitad nh ■ >Hi\aiAwv>i and u> itpiBtar iny/iHi' attibMik aa (jivan t«loa l/Wa tLitrin< 
BootiiMiMt itm i.,iji>>pan« the h 1 anirwa aia altobaJ taunt numbar rtl <MiaMiti>aa (ban a|«liad fm 

tha < i<nion»t 'nav adniai tto aK< na« atr«>util iwut liy matoa itMtatdB Iba alixnawti iTnitiny pnyMlito o« ihr 
l)ai/ani<>*ey aihitiail to rnoAia i/Wa ba at,r v<inrtiiity im laiv ibai aa on bta (tea '<• ibm wi'i''" aiHtti liw* 
tkiwa t’O .tmtii nt Ml rta|HiMt« ni itMxt mitb tba uottytnnv innbatbar oneinalty fe>e m taah m •itt\nt<aiiM) 


TERMS OF PAYMENT 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


1 Abitlifalinra rorma miei ba cntniilMakf ao lull >11 ULOLK | (T7( ns FNtUltAi aafwd tOf a>aiiHiii<irih) 

^ A^iiiIh atiiMM awbirh ara laot (.(rniikwa in ttvaiy ta«|AK.i aia habia l<a ba laftn lei 
1 Appikt aiiiwi iniiai Ika tu a iUktHiiutn nl CtU TraliMfiktiaa and in multiptoa of Albatnafiai 
4 Applicoltuna UH (tabnitkitiM inuat Imi inada unty m Ibn oanwa ot indivUttatt limiiatt ittnipaiiiot or 
aiaiuiory cetpotabntta/iiiMiii'BiKtika and NOt m tba naniay <4 liiiaiQb natiuiala ntm taaniatiu iiuoia 
luniaaa ina tmai la ra^ewad ordat iba ^ta Miiao Raelatiaiion Act, UMkt la eiy itdia' aftpikcabla ttuai 
l a«a and «a aulbiMiaad urirtai rta ctKVMrtwtion lu tmd aharaa in or dabentitiei tit a < rnniwby) mtnota 
lirnis nt palnatabip ctatcatiw m iba rtomtiteola) of any ot ibani 
^ An Aj idK-aut nbouM atOmit only ona ateiiHatnn (and no( niota Itian onai tor tha lAai tiumbai ol 
llabanlurna tadiMrad Arpix-ationtk mav ba tnada m Hit.f)la or in )oinl naniaa (tad nmia than tbtM) feu 
01 mota nppbcanona in aingia arwVor in letnl nanea wiH ba ilNamad to ba ftyjitipta applicainHis if tba 
sola Ntio/ni tha lirsi appirani w onn and iha uma Tha Hoard ui PHMtwa rtMtvaa ttia nuiii in rapt i 
ii> da atMoiuia diw lation alt nr any mirRirila ap|dti'4t(iNia 
A AppHoanta wbo have appfiad for Dabanturaa wHiei irw raaarvatiena r« prafarenlial AIKMmani 
may alao apply In Hia euota ottafod lo Iba Mian Fwblle and awch mpHcaliona will nol ba 
iraalad m mwHIpla apfdidadiona 

r II uwriMtabip nl iba liooomutaa la doacad in irta name ol orw inijnnduMi inl daiaila sboutd Iw givwn 
only iiniMii Ilia haadtng Soiotr ira< Applicani In utaa ol )oint apidtrarria ib« aignaiura and pariK idar» 
of each applicatil rauai (ta givan in the wacw inityHHMi in tha AppItCBUbn Kiwni All commwnicaliona 
wdl ha addrMMd and rahinda d any wiH ba imda lo (ba airpia'ani wftuaa nama apinania lirai m tho 
AinriiralKiri Fnrni al Iba aodrau given by riMn/hm atwt we ba deapirit bed ft *ba applicani a aota iwh 
s b^alurea muai ba in t/igiMb Hindi Oaiiiptii Ouprati ot Msratbi Signaturai ii> any ianoungiM othar 
than INoaa rnaidiofiad tv thumb tmptaaawn mual W atiaaiod by a Mauei'am ot a ftoiaiv fubiu m a 
lipecna r>«Kuliva Magntiata -andar tMa/her Oftii^al ^al 


In V ase o' appiit nil him ,inilni m h, wwt n' Atlotnay (« by *itniin 1 1 iiMi|,aiii», im 'a,|i »aia l>irtia<< ■ in 
iMddint} < op. or (ha Mnwnr nl AMivnnv '» dwt iidayatil atilbfinlv a^ 'Im* i n^a tii*. Iw tixiv no Al'ao- M>' 

(a the a,i(iw Mimi 1 orm ri Io(HhkJ 'apataudy nt tba iftn « nt ton HagiMiara in u.„ ... 

WTifi Iba niiliniiHHiiMi »f ihn a,ipiii ninin rtnni moMMiiinv tria nmial rioMiiitf, <»i die a(atiiki nniici » aa'iia ax' 
(he Hank (iiani. ti wliain dm A(n 'icainWk raa fman ■ibmiiieit 

W'MKa lha Aiiplk euixk ra hu Owbarnmay <11 tba f»a value id Mn /)' iXai la, iry,k« Km u,.,iia.«i,< «ra,a,,|ak 
miMdiiii taMi/bak f'ermaneM Acctaunt Mumliai ntiplmJ liixlai iba Imiwiwi 'a* Ait ikNii •' «'laii iiaaa 
naiinimi 'amk niM Ikaao alintwd ttw (»iM Nu'nbni arU lha inc miw 1u« • irLto/WeriPt iisIim i '• Mia a«hM « 

oailbei Ibfi Me'maf.e»t Aocnum Ninibwi not de r»'M Nuimia' lia» (maa. abaxiad "m in ' •'* y 
alintiiinril ahuuid ba nwntioiMK) in ine Ap(iiK aikwi Foum A|ipliLaiio< r 'am.* wdnaiii mu ir>n«ii.ini(iaa> v » 
be unmwIiMaii iiH'diniaaia amt aia laatHn lo Ini tap' ted 

Maymant ahuuM t>a neda »• i anh m xv <bac(iialdainA>ad 'Iran on any ftai’ k mu ll■rlar>,| a 

opaiftliva Dank) why i< la aiiiiMiad ai and e a m ar H iw aiin r'larnfaya \>f »>• (laokaiM rinaamy n-.ia-jM 
loraiad ai the (antra wbeie die apyiUiaii'vi m autymtiM ctuiyiaiM>n xiMapies oi dernami 'I'Mn i r,iii '• •' 
lid ari apiad and tha ippidaliony %> i iiripaiiH*il aiMk a>af n niainiinanlii ari> (ipila n ba ra,a laai Mnnay 
0>de>a/Poa*al Ordara wlM ncd ba accapiad 

All r'liai(unii itf iinn.ani] di«na ntua' ba made payolam ii NOII CPMUPHTHILF OCntNrUHt 
IftHUt PUmiC aiHfxmaml A/C PAVCA UNI V ASrPAHAtl 'hwina iin'iianitl <t mip iMa.i 
arcompany aacb AppIcelKvi kcMin 

AciplHaUon torn duly complalad li*uaMia' wdta lakhrchaouafdnma'kii ii"h taa (ba a«»i' «i tiaiyni'ii 
apidnaiKai ai Ihn laia nt Ha TV p#i atatwnluia mmi Im Induod baha'a «hn < iaaaat,a) ui Itiu ' .ib*'• t'l 1 ra 
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FOCUS 


£ £ ex sells," said Gianfranco Ming- 
^^ozzi, “and that’s it.” The fraA 
V / admission by the director of the 
Italian entry, Moments of Love, at a press 
conference during the 22nd International 
Film Festival of India at Madras. 

"I do not believe in showing on the 
screen more than what is required,” he 
somewhat hastened to add. Moments of 
Love, starring the languidly sensuous 
Omella Muti and the play-it-easy Philippe 
Noiret, is not the first Mingozzi film to 
include explicit, though stylishly shot, sex 
scenes. It is preceded by other Mingozzi 
films on love and sex subjects. 

Another directoi, Felix de Rooy, whose 
film, Ava and dabriel (The Netherlands), 
was also screened at IFFl '91, told news¬ 
men at Madras that he saw sex as "an 
expression of truthfulness” in his films. 
Gabriel arrives from Holland to paint a 
Sn\^l of the Virgin Mary for the church in 
Curacao in the late Forties. He picks Ava, 


a young teacher of mixed birth, to model 
for the mural, and in the end falls a victim 
to the controversies, hyptarrisy and intri- 
^es that grow around him and lus crea¬ 
tion. To those who pick their "hot films” 
by combing through the synopses with a 
glad eye, Ava and Gahnel must have read 


like a film about moral science. Rooy, even 
in his next film, being made in Amsterdam, 
IIS', a scxu,il tlieme running through it. 
Rooy elaborated, "F.ven homosexuality, 
like feminism, is a theme wtuch should be 
included in literature and art ” 

Mo.st films from outside thi,s country use 



















thf- stx ikmint as a matter of toutiitt. 
(.veil thi films in whieh India ib bcKuining 
to ha Vi a ({rowinK interest the tmema 
of South Korea I lust films however 
■-utfer from a Uik of sophistication and arc 
so much hke the run of the mil! rnasi/a 
ifuidioi lamilfilms It was an eye opener 
to find tin scHial problems tackle cl in most 
of the Korean films running piralkl to 
Indian dilemmas and dogmas not the least 
beuiR the iX)>ition accorded to women 
widows and wives Bac Chanx Ho s M'ha/c 


andjutip. 


Huntt r about a charmmg golden hearted 
professional beggar and a kid trying to 
c oiiie of age very nearly looked like a Dev 
Anand fantasia in another language 
Come to think of it Indun cinema also 
seems to be corning of age' In the Indian 
Panorama this year at least two films 
showed that Indian cinema i^ graduatmg 
from shorts to trousers B Narsing Rao s 
1 elugu entry MatU Mdnuhhuhi projects 
Neena Gupta as a sex symbol and depicts 
a rather torrid lovemaking scc'nc Of 


^eproce ediiig« 


eouise, such scenes have become part and 
parcel of art films , mcluding Govind 
Nihalani s Huidi film Aakrosh, some years 
ago But what pleased one immensely was 
Nihalams soft-focus dreaminess in the 
handling of the Dimple Kapadia Man bed 
room scenes Arguably, the most divinely 
shot love scenes at least in Hindi cinema 
But It IS to thf Cinema of the World 
section '^hat everyone gravitates from the 
clerks on duty tapping the hot film on 
the cyelostyled schedule with a furtive 
whisper of Don t truss thrown m, to the 
honest to goodness gatecrasher who gets 
wuifi of the hot stuff faster and more 
accurately than the all seeing all knowmg 
critics From the intellectual viewuig the 
Bernardo Bertolucci spectacular The 
Sheltering Shy and ponclenng philosophi 
cally on the groin and grind, to the c ntic 
from a local Bengali daily who eouldn t stop 
tilting against the sittmg eating screw 
mg routine of a rather romantically si it 
French entry The Hairdressers Hus 






band, directed by Patrice Leconte. (To 
add to his woes, the tall, voluptuous-lipped 
Italian leading lady. Ana Galiena, was pre¬ 
sent in person and revealed that there is 
no censorship in France, that everything is 
left entirely to the taste of the filnunaker, 
that she and the hero retired to a private 
^T^oom to rehearse the intimate scene and 
“^t the positions right”, and that it took 
her a lot nuire hard work to get her hair- 


Ana Galiena in The Hairdresser's 
Husband: Well rehearsed 




The Rooster in full cry and (inset) Lovers in Woomukbaemee 


cutting, rather than lovemaking, right!) seen it on video, and boy, is it erotic!" 

By general consensus, the other siz- After the screening, actress Reeta Bha- 

?lers were: Cyrano de Bergerac by Jean- duri who needs jdenty to get shocked by, 

Paul Rappaneau (France), Dames and who sat through practically every film, 

Galantes by Jean-Charles Tacchella said, "1 don’t know what the purpose of 

(France-Canada-ltaly), The Rooster by the authorities was. If it was to provide at 

Shin Seung-Soo (South Korea), Tie Me least one film with nothing but titillation. 

Up, He Me Down by Pedro Almodovar Henry and June was a right pick.” Serious 

(Spain), Angels by Jacob Berger (Switzer- filmmaker Nabyendu Chatterjee was also 

land) and Art of Loving by Jack Bromski a^st at the selection of Kaufman’s film. 

(Pol^d). But, the film that nearly set the “Sex may be a part of a film, but in this 

Madras University Centenary Auditorium fitai, sex seemed to be the film.” Joumal- 
on fire was the USA-France cofH'oduction. ist-author-filmmaker Randor Guy said he 
Henry and June, directed by Philip wasn’t sad he missed the film though 
Kaufman. everyone was talking about it. “What I 

Set against the backdrop of Paris, 1931- sincerely feel is that we should hold a blue 

32, and based on the long suppressed film festival for a month every year. That 

se^ons of the diaries of Anais Nin and the wffl help in excluding such films from the 

autobiographical novels of Henry Miller, IFFI.” 

even the official brochure describes it as “a V^t was particularly annoying about 
sexual odyssey”. If there was a poll to Henry and June was its relevance and 

decide the hottest film of IFFI '91, Henry selection for an IFFI. The “sexual odys- 

andjune would win pants down. A viewer sey” is nothing but a string of intimate 

who came out of the hall crackling all over, scenes with a threadbare storyline. Great 

said: “What could the festival authorities as ^ as fun goes, but not film. Deepak 

do? If they had censored the film, they Sandhu, the film festival director, howev- 

would have been left with a 10-minute er, explained the choice thus: “It has been 

short! ” to other in^rtant festivals like Venice and 

It was rising actor Salim Ghouse who London (If^). And I can’t decide whether 
tipped this correspondent off when he it is too hot for us. Otherwi^, you people 
wondered sotto voce, "I hope there isn’t a will say, “Who’s she to decide what’s too 
riot before/ferny and June. I’ve hot.”"niat's it. ■ 







• Baliaar Aane Tak New Cine 
nia (Itmn Sarani <'70147) 4 
shuwD 

A inusiial ioin>im.e stdirnix 
Kupj (janguly SuiiK.tt Saigdl 
Navin Nisihdl lartq Shah -15(1 
Moon Moon Sen lh< film is 
diretKd by lanq Shah and iht 
rnusK IS by Kajt sh Roslian 

• Hum Ontnt (BentuMk Slrrel 
28101/) Pindist. (Bentimk 
Stmt 28'ji42) Clown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwdi Road 244822) 
(rt.ni (Aihdryi hgadish Chatidia 
Host Road 249828) Basusite 
(S F Mukheijee Road 4848(W) 
Menoka(Saidt Chattentc Avtnut 
410417) I'nya (Rashbehaii Avi 
nue 404440) Moonlight (I ( 
Dutta Strett 2549%) Frabhal 
(C hiltaraiqaii Asenui 190762) 
iaikii Show House (Shilxlas Bhi 
dun Street 552270) Pumasiee 
(Kd)a Ri) Kissen Street 5540)1) 
Jdftat (Aeharya 1‘rafulla Chandra 
Road 165108) Bina (Bidivin San 
III 111522) Milanchd (Regent 
Park) Aloehhaya (Be baghata Mam 
Road 155059) Ragmi (Ileliaghata 
Mam Road )612(>4) 

Direeltd by Mukul S Anand 
the film stars megastar Amitabh 
Baehehan along with Rajaikant 
(lOvinda Kimi Katkai Dtepa 
Sahi Shilpa Shinxlkar Danny De 
nningpa Anupam Kher Romesh 
Sharma Annu Kapoor ''himini 
and Kader Khan The musie is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 


Govinda and SUIpa Sbirodkar In Hum 


• Pathar Ke In&an Jyob (Ld:nm 
Sarani 241112) 4 shows 

A film by Stiomu Mukeiyi star 
nng Vmod Khanna Sndevi Jaekic 
Shroff and Pixinam Uhillnn The 
music IS by Bappi Lahin 

• Pyar Ka Devta Roxy 


(Chowrmfdiee Plate 284118’)— 
11 2 15 5 10 8 45 

Directed by K Bapaiah and 
with musu. by Laxmikant Pyarelal 
the thief attraetions of this film art 
Mithun Chakraboity Madliun Dix 
It Rupa (languly Shakb Kapoor 


Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise in Run Man 



Moushunu Chatteiyee and Kadei 
Khan. 

• Sanam Bewafa Lotus (S N 
Baneqee Road 242664) Indira 
(Indra Roy Road 471757)—4 
shows 

A love story mierspersed witli 
actions this Saawan Kumar film 
stars Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandili Others co starring are 
new find Kanehan Puneet issar 
Pankaj Dheer Danny and Pran 
Fhe music is by Mahesh Kishor 

• Thanedaar: Hind (Cianesh 
Chandra Avenue, 274259)—4 
shows 

A film by Raj Sippy starring 
Jeetendra, Jaya Prada Suit)ayDutt 
and Madhun Dual The music is by 
Bappi L^n 


Rt‘ni;ali rilms 


• Abankaar: Sree (Bidhan Sara 
ni 551515) Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 350680), Uuala 
(Russa Road, 478666)—3 shows 
Directed by Snkanta Guhatha 
kurta and with music by R D Bur 
man, the mam cast compnaes 
Prasenjit Debashree Roy Utpal 
Dutt, Kah Baneiyer, Anup Kisrar 
and Ranpt Mulhck 










• Beder Meye Jyonui: Rupba- 
iii (Bidhan Saranl; 553413), Aruna 
(Mihatnu Gandhi RMd; 359561), 
Bhanti (S P. Mukhei)ee Road; 
474686)-l. 4. 7. 

CMnnieet, Aiju Ghoah, Sadiid- 
(fia Dildar, Nasir Khan, Atdias, 
Soma, Anamika, Subhendu, Amar- 
nath and BuSnil compnse the cast. 

• MaliMjan: Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoh (S.P. 
Mukhenee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
352740»-2.45, 5.30. 8.15. 

An Aman Choudhurv film, star- 
nng Utpal Dutt, Ranjit MuDick, 
Sandhya Roy, Kab Banettee, Joy 
Banojee, Chumki Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul. 

• RaajnntakJ: Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551133)—3. .5.30, 8, 
Praclu (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road, 271282)—2, 5 7 45 

Sudha Chandran's debut Bengali 
fibn whicb also stars Tapas Paul, 


Basanta Chowdhury, Anup Kumar, 
Sailen Mukhetjee, Nirmal Kumar 
and Raieshwan Roy Choudhury 
The &lm IS directed by Naraymi 
Chakraborty and the musK is by 
Bireshwar Sarkar. 

NEW RELEASES 



• Mayor Salwb: MsiesiK. (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 242266). 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road. 
391090), Indira (Indra Roy Road, 
471757), Khanna (Achat va PrafuUi 
Chandra Road, 552932) 

Kamal Haasan and Vijaya Shanti 
are the lead pair The film is 
directed by Suresh Knshna and 
the music is by lUaivaraaia 


Spt cKti KsciKs 


10-13 February: 3 pm - 8 pm 

An exhibition of pamtings by 
Aditya Kumar Bandyopadhyay and 


Samir Kumar Bandyopadhyay in 
the West Gallery. 

• An exhibition of pamtings by 
Prabir Gupta in tlie Nohh Gallerv 

• Sukumar Ghosc and others wilt 
hold an exhibitiun oi pamtmgs m 
the New South Gallery. 

• An exhibition of painbngs by 
Sakti Brata Mukherjee m the New 
<»allcry 

10-16 February: 3 pm - 8 pm 

All exhibition of Sunil lana's 
photographs, organised by ANZ 
Gnndbys Hank, in the Central Gal¬ 
lery 

14 February onwards: 3 pm ■ 
8 pm 

4 week long exiubition of paint 
mgs by Rabun Ghosh and Saman 
Paul in the North Gallery 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedial Road. 284302) 

14 February: 6.30 pm 
Naiidikar will stage S^nkuhpur 
er Sukanyd, duected by Rudrapra 


sad Sengupta 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road. 284302). 

IS February: 6JO pm 
Padacik Musk Circle pn-sents a 
classKat vocal rental by Suraiyana 
Bose 

At Padatik Little theatre (6/7 
A)C Bose Road; 4460871 
IS February; 6.30 pm 
Kalkut Natyasangstha presents 
the Bengali play, C'lmtinmly, 
jd^eclcd by KausUv Sen Drama: 
Indrashis Laliarry 

At Cyan Mancli (11 Pretoria 
Stri>et) 

IS February onwards: 3 pm- 
8 pm 

Association of Cieative Photo- 
giaphy will hold an exhibition of 
photographs in the West, New 
South, South and New galleries, 
(till February 24 

At Academy of F'ine Arts 
(Catb^ai Road. 284302) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura timaa ara for Caltautta. npuraa in braefcata 
danotatha daya, 1 baingi Monday. 


This tchtdala it effectlw nil Ftbmiy 20 


International 


Caleutte-Bombay-London-New 

Yorit: Dep (2) AI-101 at 0230 
Bombay-Celcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokim: Arr (5) AI-306 at 1915. 

(5) Ai-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bofflbay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 1910, 
Oep (6) AI-309 at 2025 
Landon-Dalhl-Calcutta; An (/) 
AI-132/1328 at 1230 

* Moacow-Shartah-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-537 at 1625 

* Calcutta-Sbar|ah-Moacow. 
Dep (4) SU-53Bat 1826 

* Moacow-Taahkent-Karachl- 
Calcutta-Hanol: An (2) SU-541 
at 0755. Dep (2) SU-541 at 0905 

* Hanoi-Calcutta-Karachi- 
Taahkant-Moacow; Arr (2/ SU- 
542 at 1755. Dep (2) SU-542 at 
1905 

Calcutta-Amman: Oep (5) FU- 
185 at 0630 

Amman-Calcutta: Arr (4) RJ-184 
at 0600 

Calcutta-SIfigapora: Dep (2) 
SQ-416 at 1130 and Dap (4) SO- 
420 at 1310 

SIngapora-Calcutta: An (2) SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4) SQ-420Bt 
1210 

Caleutla-Bangkok: Dep (2,4, 7) 
IC-731 at 0900. Dep (1. 3. 6) TG- 
314 at 1355 

Bangkok-Caleutta: Arr (2, 4. 7) 
IC-732 at 1600, Arr (1. 3, 6) TG- 
313 at 1240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep (1. 
5) RA-214 at 1530 
Kathmandu-Caieutta. Arr (1, 5) 
nA-213 at 1430 

Catautta-Dhaka; Dep (daily) BG- 
092 at 1160 and BG-096 at 2020, 


Dep (1,4 7) BO-094 at 1700 
Dhaka-Calcutta. Arr (daily) BG- 
.091 at 1110 and BG-097 at 1940 
Arr (1,4 7) BG-093 at 1620 
Calcutta-Chlttagong. Dep (?, S) 
BG-698 at 1355 

Chntagong-CalcuHa. An (2 5) 
80-697 at 1310 

Calcutta-Pare; Dep (2) KB-106 
at 0900 Air (2) KB-105al0800 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay. Dep (2) AI- 

101 at 0230 

Dalhl-Caleutta; Arr (1) Al-I32eai 
1230 

tiidlaw 


Caicutta-Dalhl: Dep (daily) 1C 

263 at 0800 and IC-402 at 1730 
An (daily) IC-401 at 1240 and IC- 

264 at 2235 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily) 
IC-176 at 0850 and tC-273 at 2000. 
Arr (daily) IC-175at0750andlC- 
274 at 18^ 

Calcutta-Madrae; Dep (1. 2, 4 
6) IC-265 at 1715. Oep (3. 5 7) 
10-765 at 1630. Arr (1. 2. 4. 6) 
IC-266 at 2205. Arr (3. 5, 7) 1C- 
766 at 2140 

Caicutta-Ving-Madrat; Dep (1. 

4.6) IC-542at 1040, Arr (1 4 6) 
IC-541 at 0915 

Calcutla-Bangalora: Oep (1, 2. 

4.6) IC-771 at 1630, Dep (3 5 7) 
IC-271 at 1620, Arr (1. 2. 4, 6) 
IC-772 at 2220, Arr (3. 0, 7) IC- 
272 at 2150 

Calcutta-Quwahati; Dep (daily) 
I&729 at 0830 and IC-727 at 1230, 


Pri wf d hara la tha raMilar hwHaai Alfiliww ao h a J i i la. 
Thia la. haavavar. aubjaattaahanaa. P a a aawaa r a ara 
advtoad ta kaap traek vff announeanianta mada by 
Indian Alrllnaa In tha p raa a. For aaa lat anea. tliay 
may eontaot 262B4a. aaaeM. 266088. 282417 . 
88842 3 . B 88 a 41 / 2 /af 4 « and 889833 . 


An (dally) lC-730 a! 1130 and 1C 
728 at 1530 

Calcutta-Tazpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep (2, 3. 4 5, 7) IC- 
213 at 0805, Arr (2, 3 4 5 7) 
IC-213a11200 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-DImapur. 
Oep (1, 3. 5 7) IC-219 at 0810, 
An (1 3, 5. 7) IC-220 at 1250 
Caleutta-Bhubanaawar-Nagpur- 
Hydarabad: Dep (3. S) IC-269 at 
1650. An (3.5) iC-270 at 2040 
Mcutta-Imphal: Oep (2, 4, 7) 
IC-259 at 1330 An (2, 4. 7) IC- 
260 at 1610 

Catcutta-Sliehar-Impbal: Dep 
(daily) IC-255 at 0740. Arr (daily) 
iC-256 at 1220 

Calcutta-Oibrugarh. Dec (daily) 
IC-201 at 1306, Arr (daily) IC-202 
at 1635 

Caicutla-Ranehl-Palna- 
Lucknow-Oaihi: Oep (t 3,5) IC 
410 at 0905. Dep (7) IC-410 at 
1530, Arr (1, 3 5 7) IC-409 at 
1545 

Calcutta-Port Blair. Oep (2 4 
61 IC-285 at 0545 Arr (? 4, 6) 
16286 at 1015 

Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar. 
Oep (1) IC-287at0545 Arr (1) 
IC-288 at 1235 

Calcutta-Agarlala Dep (daily) 
IC-241 at 0800 Oep (2) IC-245at 
1040, Dep (2) IC-243 at 1400, Arr 
(1.2 4) IC-242at1000 Arr (3 5 
6. 7) lC-242 at 1450 Arr (2) IC- 
246 at 1240. Arr (2) tC'-244 at 
1600 


Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dap (dally) 
IC-221 at 1300 Arr (daily) IC-222 
at 1520 

Caleutta-Agartala4iwphal; Dap. 

(1.3.6) : PF-727 m 0530, Air. (1,3, 

5) PF-728 at 1120 
Calaulta-Agartda-Sllohar: Dm 
(7). PF-72»r at 0550; Arr rt: 
PF-730A at 1050. 
Caleutta-BhIHong-Ouwabatl* * 
Caloutta: Dap (1,3. 5. 7) PF-701 
at 1140, Air (1,3,5. 7) PF-702a 
1615 

Caleutta-Agartala-Kamalpur* 
Kallaahahar-Agartala-Caleutia: 
Dap (2,4.6). PF-729 at 0550; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6) PF-730 at 1040 
Caleutta-Sllahar-Shlllong- 
OmmliaiFBncliaifsCaleuaa: Dap. 

(2.4.6) PF-701 a 1 too. Air (2,4, 

6) PF-702 a 1715 
Calctitta-Rourkala: Dap (1,3.5): 
P>F-715 at 0600; Arr (1. 3, 5): 
PF-716 a 0855 

Caleutta-Qutaahatl-derbat- 
Ulabart-OttHUgarti-Tani: Dap. (2, 
6) PF-709 a 0815, Arr. (2, 8): 
PF-710 a 1840 

Caleutta-Ouwahati-Olmapur- 
dwIwM-ifabarl-DIbriigafti: Dap. 
(4)- PF-709 a 0815, Arr (4): 

710 at 1750 

Caleutta-auwahati-OImapur- 
Jortiat-Ulabarl-Dlbnigart«>1«iu: 
Dap- (7): PF-709 a 0860 ; Air. (7): 
PF-710 a 1706 

Caleutta-AIxawl-Silebar* 
OuwahaU: Dap (1,3, 5. 7): PF- 


’ No irailic rights on Calculla-Sbtqah-Calcutta and Calcutta Karachi TashHent Calcutta 
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PF-706 at 0915: ait. (1.3. 6. 7); 
PF-70e at 1620. 
Cateutta-Agartala: Oap. (1, 3, 
5): PF-729Aat 1130; Arr. (1, 3, 
S): PF-730A at 1410. 


Caleutta>Al 2 a«l*Aaartala> 
Caleulta: Oap. (2, 4 . 6). PF-705 
at 0010 and PF-720B at 1310; 
Ait. (2.4,6): PF-70e at 1255 and 
PF-730B at 1655. 


CalcutUKlamahadpuMtaneM* 
Patna: Dap. (1.3,5); PF-72S at 
0550; Ait. (1, 3, 5): PF-726 id 
1115. 

Cateulta-Jamahadpur: Dap. (2, 


4.6): PF- 717 ^ 0560; Arr. 4. 
6). {^*718 at 0745. 
CalcuttihCoech Mur: Dap. 
ft 4,6,7): PF-707 at 0600; Arr. 
ft 4. 6; 7): PF-708 at 0855. 


1 r;iins 


Oapartuia 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Dapartura 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrival 








RAILWAY 



Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Tima 

Dn 



Howrah 



2311 

19-00 

DathMCalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

Up 

THna 

Thna 

Dn 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

6-05 

3006 

6003 

2640 

Madraa Mall 

7-00 

6004 

3003 

2381 

20-00 

9-15 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 
Alr-Cond. (Now Dolhi) Bx- 

13-15 

18-00 

3004 

2382 

8002 

2860 

19-20 

12-35 

Bombay MaH via NMpur 
Gitanlafi (Bomboy) Exprass 

84)0 

154)5 

8001 

2859 



MOB Ida Qaya-VaranasI 
bap—Tuas, Thurs & Sat. 



8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expnm 

54)5 

8033 





8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 
Coromandal (Madras) Ex- 

15-50 

8029 



Arr—Wad. Fri. & Sun. 



2841 

14-30 

11-50 

2842 

2303 

9-15 

Ab-Cond. (Now DoHii) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 



prass 


2612 



praaa via Patna 



2811 

22-35 

Bangalors Exproas 

13-45 



Dap—Mon. Wad. FrI. & Sun. 





Dap—Tuas 





Air-^-Mon. Tuas. Thura. & Sat. 





Arr—Sun. 



2301 

16-00 

RMdhanI Expraaa 5 days a 

11-30 

2302 

6013 

17-30 

Tats Staai Exprass 

10-20 

8014 



waak 



8011 

6-10 

Ispat Exprass 

21-45 

8012 



Dap—Mon. Tuas. Thum. Fri. 5 
Sun, 



BOOS 

8015 

21-00, 

21-40 

Sambalpur Eursos 

Ranchi Hatia Exprass 

7-30 

605 

6006 

8016 



Ait— Tuaa. Wad. Thura. Sat. & 



8007 

22-00 

Puri Exprasa Via Cuttack 

630 

8008 



Sun. 



8409 

19-35 

Jagannm (Purl) Exprass Via 

7-45 

8410 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmglri (ilammu-Tawi) Ex- 

11-10 

2374 



N(^ 





pran TrI-Wkly 



2821 

5-55 

Ohaull (Bhubanaswar) Ex- 

21-20 

2822 



Dap—Tuaa. Fri. & Sal. 





prass 

14-55 




Arr—Tuaa. Wad. & Sat. 



8045 

11-10 

East Coast (Hydorabad) Ex- 

6046 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Ckiralchpur) Ex- 

wooa 

bap—Mon. A Thura. 

4-15 

2548 

8017 

16-45 

proM 

Purulla Exprsw 

11-20 

8018 







Dap—Excapt Saturday 





Am—Thura. & Mon. 



2602 

22-35 

Arr—Except Sunday 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trtvan- 

22-15 


3009 

20-06 

boon Expraaa via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



drum Central Exprasa 





Chord 





Monday only 



3007 

9-45 

Udayan AMw Toolan Ex- 

18-15 

3006 


14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

13-45 

2601 



praaa via Main Una 





• Guwahatl Expraaa 



3011 

20-45 

DaIN Expraaa via Main Lina 

6-10 

3012 


14-10 

Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 



Guwahatl Weakly Expraaa 



3021 

22-00 

MHhlla Expraaa 

5-00 

3022 



(via Visakhapatnani A Howrah) 



5659 

3317 

17-35 

6-10 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Expraaa 
Black Diamond Eiqiraaa 

6-30 

21-25 

5660 

3318 

2650 

22-35 

Thursday only 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

MB 

3029 

3035 

17- 15 

18- 20 

CoattMd Expraaa 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

10-30 

8-45 

3030 

3036 



Tarmliws Weakly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Expraaa 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Sahjrday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Trlnwkly Expraaa 
Dap—Tuaa. Thurs. & Mt. 

6^)0 

3072 



Supsrfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 





Arr—Mon. Thurs. & Sat. 





Dap—Fri. A Sun 



3015 

9-55 

Santinikatan Expraaa 

15-40 

3016 

2674 

22-35 

Arr—Tuas. A Fri. 
Guwahatl-Bangalors City 

22-15 

. - 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (tndoro) Expraaa 

7-30 

1172 



Waakly Exprass (via Howrah 





Dap—Tuaa. A Wad, 





A Cuttack) 





Arr—Sat. A Sun. 





Wednesday only 



3327 

15-25 

ShaktlpunJ (Chopan) Ex- 

prsis 

7-30 

3328 

— 

14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahati 
Waaidy Expraaa (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



Dap A Arr—Mon. A Fri. 





A Cuttack) 



5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Expraaa 

10-40 

SOSO 



Monday 





Dap A Arr—Sunday 



2610 

22-35 

Patns-Coehin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 








14-10 

(tochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2809 








Patna Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 










Wednesday only 




- 

SoaUah 








3143 

19-00 

Darlaaling Mall 

6-45 

3144 

ENQUIRIES: For round tha olook Information of Eaatom 

Rallwav 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Expraaa 
•lammu-Tawl Expraaa 

tub 

3154 

traiiw, plaBsa (Hal 203545-54 for In-comlno trabw; 203535-44 tor 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

,3152 

all othar Information. For biformatton about raaarvatlona on 

3103 

16-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Expraaa 

10-2$ 

3104 

Eaotam and South Eaalam Rallwoya trahw, dial 203500 (from 9 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra ExprMS TrI-waokly 

Dap A Arr^ad. Fri. A Sun. 

4-30 

5186 

am to S pm on wookdaya and 9 am to 3 pm on Sundays and 
gaxottad holldaya). 
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FLOAT NOTEIA Mfhala of ■ float !• pM«ing by at Ih* Naw Vtor • 
Day fiarada To eomplaia tha acana, tiraw dot to dot 


a TIME IN) It s close to midnight At 12 10 a m it will be 
as many minutes short of 1 a m as it was past 11 p m 
|ust 7 minutes ago What time is it^ 

M d u3Ai>« Ay ^ uDA^a s i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




y 


CAN VOU TRUbi YOUR EVES’ There are at least six diller 
ences in diawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you Imd them’ Check answers with those below 

Suissiiju • Mealing • SuiMw s eSetiOo $ jeneuis e ibh 
> leunimt« Xpos C Buiniui t utnjquiooj ; Ouesiui «i «i m d I fatueieuia 


WATCH OUT BELOW 
Plaoe your wristwatch on a table 
Then give friends a test of time 

1 mat season can be found 
in a waldi7 

2 What flower part can bo 
found in a watch? 

3 What watch part Intarasts a 
lawyer? 

4 What watch parts do card 
players hold? 

5 What watch parts march in 
parades? 

6 What watch sounds trans 
mn disease? 

7 What sign of honesty is 
found in a watch? 

Perhaps you can make up some 
more questions ^ 

MSI usdo uv I XlCTi a iPUSB 

a (puiH r awo r ums e suos i 


a SUM YEARSI Complgto 
thifl mflgic flqiMrg trf thd 
yaArt by filllns bi tha 12 
blank apacaa wKb num* 
bare 1-12 Inaluaiva. to that 
aaeh of tha horitontal. var- 
tieal and diagonal rows 
will total 2010* 

For ataitara, iat it ba 
known that tha top row 
across consists of tha 
numbers 5,11,1990,4 


I s 01 uoaixi a ' stei c i<<w s 

i T fMI vaa t OMI eoiitoi 


FUNSPOT 


SWING SHIFT* Ring out the old swing In tha new Apply the 
following colort neatly 1—Rad 2—Lt blue 3- Yellow 4—LI 
broxvn 5—Fteah tonee S—Lt green 7 -Ok brown S -Ok blue 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

ASPIRING 

THEN score J points eech lor all 
words ot four letters or more 
found emong the letters 

Try fo scere at least W points 

Cus asd auracoMi •lOavod 





























11th Qumtion. How did the word 'debug¬ 
ging’ of computer programmes origin¬ 
ate? (M. Suloehana Ra|u, 599 Keystala 
Road, Calcutta 700029 
Ana; The Mark I computer of Harvard 
stopped one day In 1945 and after sys¬ 
tematic search the team of engineers found one moth 
which had entered a relay and stopped the works. The 
dead moth waa pulled out, taped to the log book and 
entry was made that the computer restarted after the 
bug was romoved. Today tha word ‘debugging’ Is 
used to denote the systematic pre-run check of ail 
programmes and systems to remove poaslbie causes 
of failures. The word was coined by Captain (Mias) 
Grace Murray Hopper who was In the Harvard team 
and later became a pioneer in computer languages. 



hfch was Russia's 
VW biggest defeat in 
World War I?" asks Arun 
Srivastava, Calcutta 16. 

Wanting to please hard- 
pressed French allies, Czar 
Nicholas II of Russia ordered 
an immediate offensive 
against Germany in August 
1914, at the outbreak of 
W.W.I. The Russian army 
had only begun mobilising 
and was unprepared for this 
premature attack. 

The Russian ot^ective 
was East Prussia, which was 
to be attacked from the west 
and from Russian Poland to 
the south. The southern 
army was commanded by 
Gen. Alexander Samsonov, 
who had never before com¬ 
manded an army in combat. 
Samsorrav married his ill- 
prepared 2nd (Warsaw) 
Army north to the frontier 
and, on August 22, invaded 
Germany near the village of 
Tannenberg. 

At this point. German 
Generals Paul von Hinden- 
burg and Erich Ludendorf 
wheeled their entire army 
from northeast Prussia to the 
south. They concentrated 
their forces on both Russian 
flanks, while allowing the 
enemy centre to bulge for¬ 
ward. The Germans were 
aided by the Russian prac¬ 
tice of sending radio mes¬ 
sages uncoded. German in¬ 
telligence knew the location 


of Russian units better than 
Samsonov did. By August 
24, even Samsonov realised 
something was wrong on his 


flanks and slr^wed his adv¬ 
ance. But his superior. 
General Zhilinsl^. ordered 
him to quit “acting the co¬ 


ward and resume the offen¬ 
sive." 

On August 26. the Ger¬ 
mans counterattacked with 
an assault on the Russian 
east flank, which was routed, 
giving the Germans an open 
road Into the Russian rear. In 
the next two days. German 
attacks also wiped out the 
Russian west flank. With 
both flanks crushed, the 
overextended Russian cen¬ 
tre was caught in the mouth 
of the German army, with the 
jaws slamming shut behind 
it. The Russian 2nd Army 
disintegrated. Retreat was 
impossible, because the 
Germans had formed a line 
across the Russian rear. 

Having lost any semblance 
of control over his army, th^ ^ 
despondent Samsonov 
walked off into the woods 
and shot himself. The Ger¬ 
mans had won a total victory. 

Russian losses were 
92,000 captured and 30,000 
killed or missing. German 
casualties were 13,000 killed 
and wounded. Tannenberg 
ensured the eventual defeat 
of Russia and precipitated 
the Russian Revolution. 

Thus Czar Nicholas II paid 
for his rash decision with his 
throne and his life. The Ger¬ 
man victory was offset by 
their defeat at the Battle of 
the Marne in France, at ab¬ 
out the same time 



Czar Nicholas II 



t.'Vi^t be tbp sfriidi " 
hours? (OebasIshMalum-' 
dar, Calcutta 64) ^ 

2. If Britain has Its Com- T 
monweafth.iMiatdoas , 
Franca have? 

(Akshaya Kumar Pah, 
>fhaiauguda 1) 

SL.VV'ho wiBrBihe'Graces’ : 
in Greek mythology? 

(Abhik Majumdar, Catputb 
64) 

e.WhoMiastteaoribsd'ae ' 
tha'Grand OldUdy of the 
(Hindi) silver acreeni? 
dip Kumar oes, Cal- 
165) 

S. Which is the only coun^ 
try to hold champions WeM 


is PanlgraW, Jhar- 


WHchBrltishro^len- 
’ ooutaged a friend in hl$ 
anem^ to become a pop 
bhgef? (Aj^anava Datta, 
Xaieutta3l) 

7. Whodirectad the lagen- 
daty Dim Gone ivAhlhe 
: H9io(7i>toydeepGuhatha- 

. &VVhbkirto of person is 
^Fedotr^i^'and how did 
tiie twm oHobutta? (Othb- 
: toMiaaQbmosar.Gorald) 
f. Wfien asked If the wave 
cdglbtooifttoEaMem 
j E«rapatbxikif»«ibi,h'|iii 
cduf^, whorei^f *1 do 
not demye that levoludon 
.''to bt'jakpbtobtoena- 


(Subrata Hbdar, Tribeni 3) 
Ivan Turgeitov and 
Ahatole Franceboth figure 
in the Guinness Book of 
World Records. Turgenev 
for the largest and Anatole 
France for the smallest 
what? (Otottoajyoti Sen, 
AgaiparaTT) 


ANSWERS 


■(iubjBz^IOO 
iseiieuis eq) peq ssubj-i 
eioteUv pue (unsje z\XX 
petq^M) uiBiq tseBisi 
aqi peq ASueSini -sezis 
utbq piooai iiaqt jo^ 'Oi, 
•Ofl8Boiep!d-6 
*8uekOK} sepeio fmmm 
.. -irhi/c bFB'Hf UMbimuetio 
. to-'bumpedMH^oeuieu 


eqi UKMj peteu|6iJO ssm 

II'^eioAeueq 6 u 4 iueas 

)0 Aeidsjp e puigeq uosted 
idnxioo pue qsyies y ‘9 
-Sujujeii jopiA ‘L 
'imsseoane 
Ajejyue |Ou sbm asudieiua 
e'm 'jeis dod e euiooeq 
01 'uA||a/Man Appoy 'puepi 
jsq 10 spoge am pa 8 ejnoo 
-ueiejeejeyii sseouMd ‘9 
•Biqumioo'S 
Bjqsj^ aieei'9 ' 
(uiooia) eilBMi 
'(Aop) euAsoqdriB ‘(eoueii 
-IPS) eeeiSy ejsM Aaiu. 
e^t uelunq IN uj;ei|o pue 
Ao| paytuoued oqM snez 
|0 sieiqBnep esjui aqi '£ 
i^unuiujoo qouejd eui z 
- iq6jup!UJ 

jsue uoos poped eql 




























































































































































CURRY CURRY CURRY o Rarfit Roi 

Mushroom II ' '' • 


Coriander 

Greens 


W hen morels were cheap this dish was 
made of morels. It has of late been 
adapted for champignon (button) 
mushrooms and is equally tasty. 

Serves 3-4 

Cookuig Tunc: 15-20 minutes 




Wash and dry mushrooms and slice 
according to the sliape preferred and keep 
aside in a colander. Liquidise the finishing 
masala in a blender and keep aside. 

In a saucepan brmg ghee to hi^ tieat. 
Take away from the heat and add the 
smge lry masala and stir. Return to heat 
and add the lolkm-up masala and stir fry 



Bm»h 

JMairfi; 

tngmMmna 

Antorfoan 

180Z 

5008 

frash mustwooma 

tips 

^oz^cup) 

loop 

{^laeorbutter 

l-aip 

•In 9 b>fry maMla 

1 tap 

2.75 g 

garvn masala 

1 tap 

follow’up maaala 

1 tbsp 

158 

gingar paste 

1 tbsp 

1 tbsp 

ISg 

gallic pasta 

1 tbsp 

l^ta^cup) 

75 8 

onions paste 

1 cup 

during-eooktng maaala 

1 tap 

2g 

chilli powder 

1 tap 

J.<a(lcup) 

20g 

green coriander, sdasor-ojt 

leap 

3 

3 

green chiMea, aiit iangdiwise 

3 

i.lb8p 

7-5 8 

salt, to taste 

itbap 

finlahinfl maaala 

e oz (11 cupa) 

2S0g 

yoghurt 

1 cup 


10 

cornflour 

^tap 


OR 


^tap 

1 . 2 s 8 

eNck pea flour 

i-tip 

2tbaps 

20g 

poppyaead paste . 

2tbapa 

gamiah maaala 

1 tbsp 

58 ooriandar aadd. wtwia, foaalad 

itoip 


51 till ghee is released. Now add the duiing- 
^ cooking masala and stir fry for 2-3 mi- 
3 nutes. Add the mushrooms and stir fry for 
3-4 minutes. Add the Snishing masala 
which has been liquidised. Simmer on slow 
fire for 5-8 minutes—the mixture should 
attempt to boil but not actually boil. 

Transfer to a serving dish and sprinkle 
the garnish masala. 

Note: May be eaten with rice or on 
pizza bread. 

An unusual departure in this recipe is 
the singe-fry of the garam masala—a 
reversal of the traditional sequence. 

Also, many cooks boil the onions before 
making a paste to give it a creamy texture. 
No water is used as mushrooms retease 
enough liquid, which is full of flavour, 
during cooking. 

From Curry Curry Curry by Ranjlt 
Ral; pabliahed by Pengi^ India 
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4^i4>U> 4M>tL>^ 

To be optimistic is indeed a positive attitude. Especially about the futute. Record sales Higher 
profitability. Better working conditions ., 

But while you look at all the things that should go right, it makes good business scase to 
consider what could go wrong. A riot that affects your office. A fire in the warehouse A damaged 
consignment. An accident in the plant. 


At United India, we’ve spent years understanding risk. And how it can be reduced, conin>lled 
and covered. Because, we believe that the greatest business risk you could ever take is to ignore 
the ones you already face. 


Come, call on us at any of our 1120 offices. Tbgethei; let’s make risk management work for you. 


Risk management which denotes innovative 
covers* personalised service; and ^>eedy 

' " i 111 ( \ I, j 
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Announcing the latest in executive elegance. Premium Executive Chairs from Godrej. Every 
one of them ergonomically styled for your comfort. Elegant. To define and enhance your image. 
In a choice of styles and models. In fact, at a nominal cost you can even choose the upholstery 
you want. Give your managerial flair that extra backing that is so important for producing 
results. Then sit back and watch effectiveness take the front seat. 



MltKt: Godr^ ft lofw 11%. Co. Ui CUCimA: MUUKM: Blod IW, Stdn V, Salt loin Oly. R) : 37089m SWWROOIK : 9, BidMuro U. Hi' * 31, 

i: 2947IS. ASANSOl: HANOI: 300, Apcor Godens. Fli: 35S0. JAMSHDrUR: HANCH : tehi bmj. Hand No. 2, Coohoclw's Am. Bishiiw. Hi: 28803. 
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Was That Tina? 

The picture of Anil Ambaiu 
and Tina Munim (In the 
News, December 30) con¬ 
fused me. I do not know 
what Ambani looks like but 
1 have seen several films of 
Tina and I’m sure the 
photograph was not of Tina 
Munim. 

Amar Nath Kanu, 

Budge Budge (W.B.) 

Is the Tina in the picture 
used here that you recng- 
nise.^—Editor. 


are being misused. 

Nilesh Bbattacharya, 

Agarpara (W.B.) 

a I was surprised at the 
enormous coverage you 
gave Rabi Ghose. Did he 
really deserve it? 

I cannot think of him as 
anything more than an 
actor who indulges in crude 
buffoonery in third rate 
films, who happens to do 
some good acting in some 
Satyajit Ray films. For that 
the credit goes solely to 
Ray. 



Tina Munim: When she twinkled 


The Smiling 
Comedian 

'The cover stay on Rabi 
Ghose CBagha Byne’, De¬ 
cember 23) was, in a word, 
marvellous. It is sad that as 
Indian cinema is being oHn- 
tnerdalised, we are going 
away from the path of good 
clean fun. Tory’s actors 
are aimply jacks of all 
trades and the fun makers 


Another trash item was 
‘The Return of the Con¬ 
sort’ on Vyjayanthimala 
Bah. 'There is nothing mix:h 
to expect from her as a 
classic^ dancer. She mi^t 
have had some potential as 
a dancer years ago, but one 
does not know whether any 
of that talent remains after 
so many years of pandering 
to BcHnbay films. 
Debashis Sen, 

Calcutta 


■ Sohini Sen’s cover story 
was an extremely readable 
experience. Rabi Ghose is 
an immensely- talented 
actor though commonly 
mistaken as a "fiinny man" 
(your caption on the cover 
suffered from the same 
misconception). Yes, he is 
funny, but he is a great 
character actor whose 
comic veneer highlights the 
tragedy of life. 

Deba Bbattacharya, 

Calcutta 

a Subse Bada Sukh is not 
the only Hindi film that Rabi 
Ghose has acted in. He also 
did Phagun and Satyakam 
and many others. 

You should now do a 
cover story on the famous 
comedians of the Indian 
screen like Bhanu Baner- 
jee, Nripati Chatterjee, 
Tulsi Chakraborty, 
Mehmood and Kishore 
Kumar. 

Rabi Ghose should have 
mentioned the name of 
Tapen Chattegee, his part¬ 
ner in the Goopy-Bagha 
films of Ray, without 
whose contribution the 
ffims would not have been 
successful, which even Ray 
admits. 

Sandip Roy 
Chouahury, 

Calcutta 

■ I am a staunch fan of 
Rabi Ghose. He excelled 
himself in the Ray films like 
the Goopy-Bagha ones, 
Hirak ftyar Deshe, Abhi- 
jan, Jana Aranya, and 
Aranyer Din Ratri. 

I agree with him that 
nowadays only a handful of 
directors know their Job. 
Being a wellwisher of Ben¬ 
gali mms, I wish these fam- 
makers would pay heed to 
Ghose. 

Amp De, 

Calcutta 

■ Rabi Ghose is the best 
Bengali comedian. He 
smiles very often and 
makes t}» audience smile 
with him. The other two 
who can do that are Anup 
Kumar ai^ Chiranoy Roy. 
AshokeMogupta, 
Rahara (W.B.) 


The Telegraph 

?4 FEBRUARY 1991 
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■T The three-month 
honeymoon between Rajiv 
Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar 
is over. A behind-the-scene-> 
look at what went wi ong. 
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with B.I). Deodhar, the grand 
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despite technological 
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T he Janata Dal’s expert wordspuiner 
S Jaipat Reddy made a rather pithy 
(Xxnment about the hiture of the 
Chandra Shekhar government immediately 
after it assumed office last November 
“Chandra Shekhar's fate as Prime Minis¬ 
ter/’ he remarked, “is sealed in any rase 
Rajiv Gandhi cannot let him function if he 
does too wen and Rajiv Gandhi cannot let 
him function if he does too badly " Opmiun 
may be divided on which of the two has 
caused the Congress(I)’s quick estrange 
ment with the present government—it is 
perhaps a bit of both and more but it is 
inaeasmgly apparent that Rajiv Gandhi is 
m no mo^ to let Chandra Shekhar ton 
tinue at the helm for much longer 
In die runup to the current sessKm of 
Parliament, the Congress(l) unleashed a 
fierce barrage of cntiasm on the mmunty 
Janata Dal(S) government blaming it for 
fs|[ure on almost every major domestic 
issue and for tampering with the 'time 
tested" foreign policy of the country And 
the significant aspect of the attack was that 
It no longer lanie merely from the Con 
nessd) &nks but straight from Rajiv Gan 
Su himself “It appears from the govern 
ment’s lack of action on the pnees front 
and in Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir, 
Rajiv Gandhi howled just two days before 
the rommemement of the Parhament ses 
sion, that there is no government at all' 
Here was an iromc, indeed laughable 
situation Raj’v Gandhi had become the 
biUere‘’t cnlic of the government his own 
party held aloft For Prime Minister Chan 
dra Shekhar the irony had a cniel pinch 
Defending his decision to seek Rajiv Gan 
dhi’s help m forming a government last 
November, he had declared In pohtics 
there are no permanent fnends or foes 
Now that truism was mockaig him Old 
foes had become friends md then foes 
again Said a '■etaor Cabinet colleague of 
the Prune Minister There has been a 
sea-change in the Congre ss(I) s attitine in 
the last few weeks It is as if trust has 
evaporated, the Congress(I) has suddenly 
become an adversary party hitting us on 
anything and everything It does not 
appear that they want to let us function ’ 
^ most Ignominious, and perhaps the 
most poiiticaOy significant blow delivered 
by R 411 V Gandhi on the government was to 
force Chandra Shekhar to abandon almost 
at the eleventh hour, plans for presenting 
a Budget and instead settle for a vote on 
account What was even more humiliatmg 
was that Riyiv Gandhi did not even demand 
a vote on account openly and left it to the 
beleaguered Prune Minister to announce 
the deasion on his own Ra|iv Gandhi's 
message was clear he was keeping his 
options for general election sometime dur¬ 
ing the coming summer very open, he did 
not want a harsh Budget—it could not 
have been a soft 01 % given the state of the 


economy and the added stress of the Gulf 
war and the recent IMF loan—to queer 
the electoral pitch 1 he best way for him 
was not to have a Budget at all till he 
decided his future strategy 
There were muffled squeals of protest 
m the Chandra Shekhar govenunent at this 
but nothmg beyond that Complained a 
Uiuon minister m the fact of the contmumg 
assault from the Congress(I) on the gov 
emment T he Congressfl) has almost be 
gun treating us like ineffktent slaves They 
have got more than wliat they wanted 
from us but they keep pres‘mg foi more 
And at the same time they do not even 
allow us the toom to work our way 
through decisions Aie we here merely to 
serve the Congress(I)^ He was of 
course refemng to the dismissal of the 
Assam and Tamil Nadu governments 
decisions that have very obviously been 
taken under pressure from the Congres 
s(I) and Its allies—and the ‘influence that 


The writing is on the wall 
for everyone to see. The 
only question is: how 
much longer l^fore RaJliT 
Gandhi finally i^s t he 
rug fro m under Chandra 
Sh^har. SANl^SHAN 


f rowing rift between the 
rime Minister and the 
once, and maybe futur^ 
Prime Mfoister 


Rajiv Gandhis party has wielded over 
unportant appointments m the bureaucra 
cy "For the last few months the Con 
gressfl) had eiyoyed all the power without 
any responsibibty and yet all that the party 
does IS complain ” 

T hough they were in no position to vent 
their ire openly Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar and finance minister Yashwant 
Smha who had been working towards his 
fit St Budget were particularly peeved at 
the Congress(l) s decision to guillotine the 
Budget and continue with the attack on the 
government's economic pobcies Said an 
aide of the Prime Minister, 1 he Congres 
s(I) IS a nraster that wants to be pleased all 
the time at all costs " 

Congress(I) circles, however, claim that 
contraiy to the perception that the Con- 
Dessd) IS running the show, the Chandra 
Shekhar government has, in a short tune 


and despite its utter lack of numerical 
authonty m Partiament, denumstrated 9 
‘stubborn streak” ui several respects and 
that differences had croj^ied up because of 
Its do^d intransigence” on various 
issues For a pair that gave the impression 
of hemg merry as honeymooners ui each 
oBier’s company as recently as November 
last, Prune Mmister Chandra Shekhar and 
Congre^sd) president Rajiv Gandhi have 
found a ><urpnsmgly large number of nft 
areas 

T he inction began almost from the word 
go The inclusKui of Sanjay Smuh and 
Kalyan Sinpji Kalvi, Dal(S) MP horn Rajas¬ 
than who IS widely aUeged to have sup 
ported the Roop Kanwar ‘sati’ case in 
1987 UI the Union < ouncil of ministers was 
disliked by the Congressdl However, the 
leadership reframed frogi lommentmg on 
it at that stage mamtammg that choosmg 
tlie tabmet w,is the prerogative of the 
Pnn * Miraster Later Uiough, tlie Con 
gtessd) general secretary, V N Gadgil, 
did make it a point to stress that Sanjay 
Singh the minister of state for com¬ 
munications was under mvestigation by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBl) 
m the Syed Modi murder case In both 
Houses ut Parliament, the two ministers 
were greeted with cues of ‘ shame, 
shame from Congressd) benches when 
Chandra Shekhar mtnxluced his miraste 
nal < ulleagues 

I he differences were still low key, 
Ihouj^ and the first major problem began 
over the Uttar Piadesh chief mmister, 
Mutayam bmgh Yadav, followmg wide 
spread cui^unal nots m the state The 
Uttar Prawsh Congressd) leadership’s 
aversion to Mulayam Singh is well known 
and It IS also a tact that leaders like Rajen 
dra Human Bajpai (nov bniught to the 
Centre as an AKC general secretary) 
were paranoid that the ctiief mmister’s 
tough stand on the Ayodhya issue would 
drive the upper caste Hindu vote away 
from the Congressd) The UP Congres¬ 
sd) used the nots to demand Muiayain 
Singlis ouster and threatened on several 
oicasions to withdraw support from his 
government 1 bough Kajiv Gandhi never 
openly demanded Mulayam Smghs ous 
ter he did state that the example ol Chan 
na Reddy (the former Andlira Pradesh 
chit f mmister w^io had been asked to quit 
over (ommunal violence in the state dunng 
the same period) should be emulated 
Mulayam Smgh, always a tough customer, 
however threatened Assembly elections 
and the Congressd) could not get nd of 
him The manner in which Chandra 
Shekhar stood by Mulayam Sm{^ tlirougli 
out Uie attack on hun also irked the Con- 
gressd) leadership 

The first open assault on the Chandra 
Shekhar govenunent from the Congressd) 


S 






came on the issue uf the five Umon minis 
ters—V C Shukld, Shakilur Rehman bar 
war Hussein Bhagev Goverdhan and 
Basavar^i Patil—who were disqualified 
from the Lok Sabha under the anti 
defection law last month Fhe Congress(I) 
was one of the first parties to demand the 
removal of these ministers and stiU stick 
to Its stand Prime Mimster Chandra 
bhekhar and his party, however, rebuffed 
the demand and has so far stuck to the 
technicality that anyone can be a minister 
for a period of six months without being a 
member of either House of Paiiianient 
While the Congress(I) thinks that ccm 
tinuance uf the five ministers m office is 


untenable and makes it difficult to support 
the government on the floor of the House 
the Chandra Shekhar camp feels that the 
Prime Minister “cannot take dictatKins 
from outsiders on who should be part of 
his government 

1 he major differem es between the gov 
enunent and the Congress(I) have of 
course, been on policy issues and have 
emerged only recently What triggered it off 
was the Gulf War on which India’s iratial 
reaction was to toe the US line and 
wholeheartedly support the multinational 
assault (HI Iraq flawing the expry erf the 
UN deadline What was more, the govern¬ 
ment was silent on the Iraqi proposal to 


I bnk the Palestiiuan question to a possible 
withdrawal of Its fiirces from Kuwait Here 
again, the Congressd) leadership amplified 
Its differences with the govenunent and 
forced It to make two mqjor changes after 
an aO-paity meeting on the issue and a 
rather stri^ letter from R^iv Gandhi to 
the Prime Minister the government 
shifted Its position and demanded a cessa¬ 
tion of hostihties m the legion pnor to any 
tafics for settlement, and, Piune Minister 
Chandra Shekhar himself began articulat- 
uig tl» Palestinian cause more vcdubly 
than he previously had Close on the heels 
of his letter on the Gulf, Rajiv Gandhi shot 
off another one, this time on the govern 
ment's Puiyab policy Obviously itked by 
the Prune Minister s offer lor talks with 
the militants and his stated readiness to 
amend the Constitution to accommodate 
the militants’ demands the CongressU^ 
president warned the government against 
taking anv steps that would further endan 
ger the unity and integnty of the country 
It IS significant that since then the Prime 
Muuster has been at pams to stress that 
theie would be no compromise on India s 
temtonal mtegnty 

The differences on these issues had 
hardy settled down when the refuelling 
controversy burst on the scene creatmg 
all-round fiirore The Congress(I), along 
with the Janata Dal and the Left parties 
stated m no uncertain terms that pertras 
sion to US military aucraft to refuel in 
India marked a mqjor deviation from the 
country’s foreign policy and that it virtually 
amounted to aiding the US war effort in 
the Gulf Despite protests from all quar¬ 
ters, however, Chandra Shekhar allowed 
refuelluig to contmue for almost a month 
after the controversy broke out and it was 
only following an ultimatum from the Con¬ 
gressd) that the Chandra bhekhar govern¬ 
ment agreed to put a stop to It Apart from 
the lirger foragn policy concerns, Rajiv 
Gandhi’s agitation with the ^vemment’s 
overall response to the Gulf War also has 
domestic political reasons £ager to woo 
back the nunonties the Congressd) feels 
that the Gulf War is an extremely sensitive 
and emotional issue and that any move that 
IS even sli^tly pro-US oi anti-Saddam 
Hussem is likely to anger the Mu^im com- 
munit) 

B ut then while all these disputes have 
come up, they are really only fertors 
that have served to expose the udierent 
fickleness of the arrangement between the 
Congressd) and the Janata Dal(S) If no¬ 
thing else, the CongressfD’s insistence on 
a vote on account instead of a full-fledged 
Budget has proved that the party’s prom¬ 
ise m November to let the (Chandra 
Shekhar) govenunent “run for tlw full 
term” was not for real “Indeed," says a 
Janata Dal(S) office bearer and Central 
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minister, “we have never had any illusions 
about how Ions the sovemment will last. 
The ConsressU). after all, is not a charit¬ 
able organisation and it supported us be¬ 
cause it did not want to face the pulls at 
that point. There was nothing more to it." 
And as Chandra Shekhar confidant and 
minister of state in the Prime Minister's 
office, Kamal Morarka, himself admits, 
"The key to the tenure of this government 
is with the Congress(I); let us admit that 
as far as elections are concerned, they are 
going to be the decision-makers.” 

But has that time come? Has the Con- 
gressd) decided that the situation is ripe 
enou(^ for it to go to the polls? The 
answer, on current evidence is, no. Had it 
thoui^t the time opportune enough, tlie 
Congress(l) would have had no qualms 
about withdrawing support; it already has 
t^kind of issues to explain such action. 

rt is no secret that despite Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s stated position that he does not want 
to come to power without a direct mandate 
from the people, an attempt, a failed one, 
was made by the Congress(I) to capture 
power without going to the polls. The 



The time to listen is over 

move, initiated sometime last month, en¬ 
visaged chipping away substantial blcH'ks of 
MPs from both the Janata Dais to give the 
Congress(I) a workable majority in the 
Lok Sabha. But despite concerted efforts, 
particularly from a section of old Indira 
Gandhi loyalists like M.L. Fotedar, 
H.K.L. Bhagat, Buta Singh, the plan 
failed. 

Apparently, according to this plan, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Devi Lai, was 
supposed to have joined the Congress(I) 
with “more than 18” MPs and from the 
Janata Dal, Arun Nehru and his group had 
promised a "sizeable number" that would 
include Ajit Singh and his followers. Both 
faction leaders failed to muster enough 
support and abandoned their respective 
nraves. If the Devi Lai camp is to be 
believed, moves to form a “national gov- 
ermnent" with ffie Congressd) are still on. 
Indeed, Devi Lai has been reiterating his 
preference for a “more broad-based gov¬ 
ernment”, his obvious hint being that 
Chandra ^khar should pave the way for 


should not have been 
•thS foitner faimda-investbls^J^ 
the CBI and the latter is '' 

have pnanoted Sati. Sanjay Sh^ wag 
also involved in a controversial 
shootout ditrii$ die last Urit SidiiiB 
.decUons feom Amethi, the hem 
omstituency trf Rapv Gandld. Mso, the 
ffve ministers dtsqjualified by the , 
Sabha Speaker imder the antMiefectioh 
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Punjab 


• The Puqjab ^tuation is bwig' 
in a manner fraught with perpw.« 
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, Rajiv Gandhi. 

While tlK manoeuverings to upstage the 
Chandra Shekhar government and achieve 
' a msqority for the Congressd) have not 
been entirely given up by various factional 
interests in the Janata Dal(S) and R;viv 
Gandhi's party, the Congressd) president 
is readyii^ himself for dw election q[>tkHi. 
The seemingly desperate need of the Con¬ 
gressd) to ge* rid of the present arrange¬ 
ment is motivated essentially by two foc- 
tors: the desire among a section of Con¬ 
gressmen to be in power and enjoy its 
fruits first-hand rather than support a 
minority government, and, secondly, the 
genuine concern in the party that backing 
the Chandra Shekhar government is going 
to get them nowhere. The feedback that 
the Congressd) president has been get¬ 
ting is that everyday the party supports 
the Chandra Shekhar government, its 
electoral chances are being damaged; tl^ 
feel that their hands are tied by their role 
in Delhi and Lucknow, where the Con 
gressd) backs the Mulayam Sin^ Yadav 
government 

In the words of one party MP from 
Uttar Pradesh, “What are we going to gain 
politically from this business of supporting 
Chanda Shekhar and Mulayam Sin^? Our 
public position is so false, how can we 
criticise them if we are backing them in the 
legislatures? While both the RfP and V.P. 
Singh are able to campai^ on their re¬ 
spective issues in unrestrained fashion, we 
are neither here nor there...The party has 
to do something about it...” 

Although there are reports that private¬ 
ly commissioned opinion polls—one of 
them is believed to have been done re¬ 
cently by psephologist Prannoy Roy— 
have been very encouraging for the Con¬ 
gressd), it is learnt that a final decision 
about the polls mi^t only be taken after 
the results of the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections, which are likely to be held 
sometime in April. 

But surely, having promised support to 
the government, the Congressd) has to 
tuive very good reasons to ditch Chandra 
%ekhar. This, it is pointed out in Con¬ 
gressd) circles, may not pose a problem 
for the “need to ditch Chandra Shekhar 
may not arise at all.” 

According to one senior Congressman, 
there is a distinct possibility that Rajiv 
Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar might decide 
to foce polls together as alBance partners. 
"Apart from hknself, Chandra Shekhar has 
leaders Uke Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
Devi Lai who stiB pull quite a lot of weight 
in their respective constituencies and the 
party cai do with their help.” What the 
party can do without, at least according to 
the present assessment of Con^ssd) 
bosses, is the present arrangement and 
that win have to go sooner rather than 
later. • 


















































PROFIT AND LOSS 


A fter a childhood spent 
mostly in convent 
schools (one of them in 
England), grandfather put his 
foot down and decided that the 
thne had come to Indianise me 
and my brother. VRoots,” he 
declared, using an expression 
that was to become popular in 
later years. “These boys must 
^ow roots." So for our seed¬ 
ing he called in a retired head¬ 
master as our munshi and 
placed us in his charge for aO 
the waking hours of the day. 

Pandit Sita Ram was a jdly 
pot-bellied man with a fund of 
anecdotes and proverbs, many 
of them culled from foreign 
i^s. His ^vourite was a Per¬ 
sia couplet which began with 
the words Tandow-e-shinwn, 
and whenever we appeared 
before him, wiping our mouths 
after our umpteenth meal of 
the day, he would recite in his 
sonorous voice the misfor¬ 
tunes that befeU those who 
kept stoking their stomachs, 
specially when they no longer 
had any fuel left for such in¬ 
dulgence. 

He even quoted Confucius, 
translating freely into the'ver- 
nacular; “Knowledge is man's 
most valuable possession. 
Those bom with it are of the 
highest order. Then come 
those who acquire it by study. 
The lowest are those who 
never attain it." 

Munshqi’s main job was to 
teach us how to read and write 
HitKli and Urdu. It was no fault 
of his that we never became 
proficient in either, but there 
were other things he taught us 
which we could never have 
learned from a text-book: 
homilies for every occasion 
and stories with a moral. For 
example, sitting beside him 
and the syce <»i the seat be¬ 
hind us, 1 was driving our 
tonga to the garden we owned 
on the outskirts of the city. 
Suddenly for no reason 1 
cracked the whip on the 
horse's flanks. 

“There!" he said, “that’s 
what I meani The poor nag did 
no wrong. He’s nmning at the 
speed you set, right in the 
middle of the road, yet just 
because you have a whip in 
your hand, you feel you have 
the right to punish hun". Ear- 


Or, taking a look 
at the balance 
sheet of life 



lier, I had left the house in a 
huff after my fatlier had admo- 
lushed me, in Munshyi’s pre¬ 
sence, for something I hadn’t 
done. “You'll find it's like this 
everywhere", he added, "'rhe 
man with the whip will always 
find time to use if, whether 
there is reason or not”. 

On another occasion, he told 
me to pick up a mango I had 
only half-eaten and thrown into 
the wastebasket, complaining 
that it didn’t tiste very good. 
“Two things you must leam to 
respect", he told me. “Food 
and books. From one you get 
sustenance for the body from 
the other sustenance for the 
mind". 

Another thing Pandit Sita 
Ram told me was to make a 
regular review of the things I 
had done in, say, the previous 
six-monthly period. “You must 
develop the habit of introspec¬ 
tion", he told me in approxi¬ 


mate language, adding; “Self- 
examination is good fen* the 
soul. It brings thii^ into prop¬ 
er perspective. You should 
maintain an accounts-book of 
what you do in life and make 
entries in the profit and loss 
columns, like the shopkeepers 
do’’. 

Unfortunately 1 never paid 
much heed to the good mun- 
shi’s advice in the years when 
it might have helped, and now 
in the winter of my life 1 find 
personal stock-taking to be a 
distasteful thing, something 
like self-flagellation. So mwy 
chances missed, so many 
opportunities squandered, one 
can only say to oneself, passing 
a lenient sentence: "You could 
have done better than that”. 
And then let it pass. 

I remember what a wise old 
Chinaman toid me many years 
ago in just such a moment of 
remorse. He was Ambassador 
of the Nationalist Government 
of Formosa and, although our 
two countries had no official 
relations, he was our neigh¬ 
bour and we became good 
friends. 

At one time he had been 
considered for appointment as 
the foreign mini.ster of China 
before Mao’s Red Army took 


over. “Look what happened! 
Before I had even begun, we 
were pushed out of tl» main¬ 
land and are now confined to a 
little offshore island. And here 
I am, in one of the dwindling 
number of countries that rec- 
o^se our existence. 'This too 
will go the way of the others. 
It is inevitable”. He shni^ed, 
and there was sadness in his 
smile. 

1 had told him that, just 
before he arrived, I had been 
making an inventory of my life 
and didn’t like the look of the 
balance-sheet. He smiled the 
sort of smile that Westerners 
call inscrutable, and then he 
said: “If you will permit an old 
man to offer a few words ol 
advice, I would say to you that 
a man’s balance-sheet is not 
written in this world but in the 
hereafter”. Then he summa¬ 
rised for me the story of his 
own life. 

"So you see, my friend", he 
said, sipping -slowly from the 
glass of tonic water at his 
elDow, “if anyone has reason 
to be despondent, it is myself. 
One by one, my hopes and 
ambitions have been dashed to 
the ^ound. But I seek con¬ 
solation in asking myself the 
question: Have I been happy 
and have I given others some 
happiness? The answer is yes, 
which reassures me that 1 
have not lived my life in vain.” 

Pandit Sita Ram and Ambas¬ 
sador Chen are long dead and 
gone, but in moments when I 
am feeling low, 1 think of them. 
And when I review what I 
regard as the wreckage of my 
life, I recall what Chen said to 
me in the verandah of my 
home in a far-oft land so many 
years ago. Have I lived a 
happy fife, I ask myself, and 
have I spread a little happi¬ 
ness? 

'Then I say to myself, as 
Chen did 30-odd years ago, 
that my life has not been 
wasted, that I have made 
someone smile at some time 
or another, that there will be 
someone to shed a tear few me 
when my turn comes to appear 
before the Great Accountant. 
And then 1 raise my eyes to 
heaven and start counting my 
blessings. 

P,L. Bhandari 
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K aushik Kumar Nag. Chin 
surah, writes: 

"At the erKi of 1990 Uttar- 
para witnessed a fabulous 
quiz contest organised by 
Musafir Quiz EnthMsiasts at 
the central hall of Joykrtshna 
Library. This was a quiz of 




nail-biting finish. Kudos to 
Barun, he oroanised a fine 
round in the final—a tribute 
to Ritwick Qhatak. It was a 
late victory for Hangama '90 
(Kaushik Kumar Nag, Sub- 
rata Haider and Soumendu 
Roy)." 

A “Who am I?" from 
Krishan Mohta, Calcutta: 

"I was bom in Edinburgh 
in 1859.1 studied medicine 
and became an eye special¬ 
ist. I volunteered as a physi-. 
dan in the Boer and simul¬ 
taneously covered it as a war 
correspondent. I collabo¬ 
rated with J.M. Barrie 
(creator of Peter Pan) to pro¬ 
duce an operetta. I was one 
of the select few to have 
scored a first class century at 
Lord's. My bowling feat in¬ 
cluded taking 7 for 51 
against CamDridgeshire, 
achieving a hattrick against 
Warwickshire, and the most 
meritorious feat of all, clean 
bowling Dr W.G. Grace. In 
my later life, I became an 
eccentric spiritualist and died 
in 1930. Who am I?" 

Ans: Sir Arthur Conan 


ppc 11th Oueetiton; While Issuing death cer- 

tif leatos, doctors In Australia are now 
iwSSft required to disclose whether a pacemsk* 
wSM er was present In a body. Why? (Othello 
Mazoomdar, C/o B.N. Ghosh, Sripur 

-Lj:::—C haraktaia, Bora! 743505) 

Ans: As the pacemaker batteries (IIBiium-lodlne 
batteries) sealed inside two layers of titanium metal 
casing have damaged furnace equipment and 
threatened lives of workers at crematoriums. 


Doyle (creator of the legen¬ 
dary Sheiiock Holmes). 

A quiz report from J. Om 
Prakash Rao, Jharsuguda: 

"Quiz has become a regu¬ 
lar feature of Jharsuguda for 
the last three years. This 
year also a quiz competition 
was organised under their au¬ 
spices. It was conducted by 
quizmistress Indrani Bose 
before a fairly large crowd. 
The quiz received an excel¬ 
lent response with competi¬ 
tors in tour groups. It was a 
keenly-contested affair. 
Team C won with 95 points, 
team B came next with 65 
points while team D took 
third place with 47 points." 

"When did the commun¬ 
ists drive the nationaiists out 
of China?” This question 
comes from Ruby Ganguly, 
Calcutta 19. 

In 1949 Chinese com¬ 
munist forces under Mao 
Tse Tung consolidated toeir 


victory over nationalists 
troops in Manchuria and 
swept south into the Chinese 
heartland. The nationalist 
stronghold at Tientsin col¬ 
lapsed on January 15, and 
on the 21 St, two days before 
the fait of Peking, President 



Mao Tse Tung 

Chiar^ Kai-Shek was forced 
to resign in favour of Vice- 
President Li Tsung-Jen, who 
tried in vain to salvage 
southern China through a 
negotiated settlement with 
Mao. Driven from Nanking 
(April 21). from Canton 
(October 13), and from 


Chungking (December 8), 
the weary nationalist govern¬ 
ment fled across the strait to 
Taiwan and sought asylum. 
Meanwhile on O^ober 1, 
Mao proclaimed the birto of 
the People's Republic of Chi¬ 
na. Now came the hard part. 
Somehow Mao had to mobil¬ 
ise a quarter of the world's 
population into a force for 
radical social change while 
at the same time stabilising 
the disjointed Chinese eco¬ 
nomy. The civil war, coming 
on top of the Japanese 
occupation, had crippled the 
nation's industry and agricul¬ 
ture, and a third of the arable 
land lay under Hood-waters. 
With the Organic Law, Ma^ 
set himself up as chairman 
of the Central People's Gov¬ 
ernment Ctouncil with powers 
equivalent to those of the US 
President, the chief justice, 
and congressional leaders 
all roiled into one. The nuts 
and bolts of statecraft, 
however, he left to the state 
administrative council, 
headed by his trusted lieute¬ 
nant Chou En-Lai. What 
transpired inside China at 
mid-century was ignored, di¬ 
plomatically at least, by the 
US. While Great Britain, 
France, India, Burma, Pakis¬ 
tan, Ceylon and all the com¬ 
munist countries promptly 
recognised the Red govern¬ 
ment in Peking, Washington 
refused to do so. 










JUNIOR WHIRL o Hd Kaufman 



HOCKS O' LUCKI If lucky, you m«y And at many aa 18 or tnora 
tacos chlaoHad In atono, atiova Whal'a your count? 


o SUM TWIST* Double this number turn the result 
upside down and divide by three If the answer is 327 
what is the original number 7 

MiMl AiMiu fi i»quin j Aqj 


CAN YOU TRUST ''OUR £>^8? There are at leesi Nx dilfor- 
oncea in Rawing dataKt between top and bottom panala How 
quielrly can you find thom? Chock anawora with those below 

aMWMP aw taviis • lusMiw » asoio S miem at ipas 
a 8ula^w at put peas C aiajaatpedao t Bmaaiui e ipuag i tsausitMo 



FOLD AND TEAR WITS TESTER 

See It you can solve this In your 
head-that Is withou’ actually 
doing whats suggested Suppose 
you take a sheet of paper and fold it 
in half then fold It in hall again at 
nght angles to the first told Four 
thicknesBAs will resuH 

Now suppose vou tear these 
four thicknesses in half Question 
How many separate pieces of pap 
er will result^ 

Remember you are to try to 
think this exercise through without 
using paper 

Whats the answer/ 

naiHd 



e SPACE MAGICi Why ia 
there a smile on the face of 
the man in tha moon, be¬ 
low? Because he feels sura 
that you can perform this 
amazina faRt of spsea 
magic 

Beginnina with the let¬ 
ter M, connect dots with 
straight lines proeesding 
in the order M A-G-l-C 

Result will be another 
familiar sky figure 


FUNSPOT 



SPIN OFFI Hey there, ball spinner, you rt holding up tha gam# Add 
ttw lollawing colora neatly 1-Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 
8—Brown 8—Flesh tonbs S—Lt green 7—Black S—tl purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
ietlert m the word below to form 
two complete wei ds 

OBSERVER 


THEN scere 7 peinls eech for all 
words of four leflers or more 
found among the latters 

Try te srsre at least W paMs 

ipm wag uauSsin oNmod 

































INNER EYE o 




/S March 21- AprH 20 

Communications, In- 
- trospection, ex¬ 
penses, txjying, selling, and new 
nnks and ties are the main trends 
of the week Romance is certain¬ 
ly meant lor you as Venus (love) 
trines Jupiter (luck) Financial 
deals and import-export are well 
signified Travel is favourably in¬ 
dicated You mw feel a bit below 
the weather Renovation, de¬ 
coration and kids keep the 
domestic front occupied 

AURUS 

I April 21- May 20 

A You Will receive good 

_ nevus Your work will 

be done secret attachments and 
plans do the trick Plenty of 
socialising Is indicated Ro¬ 
mance will be enough to keep 
you busy Contracts and assign 
ments will come through Unless 
absolutely necessary do not 
undertake any journey at least 
for the first five days of the week 
The home front includes buying 
asOino and beautifying No major 
health problem is foreseen 

l] EMINI 

W May 21 Juna 20 
^ The Sun-Mercury un- 
- ion makes you ambi¬ 
tious, daring, cheerful and de¬ 
finitely lucky Give your best shot 
to ba^ns and brokerage Ro¬ 
mance will be just right to make 
you happy Travel does not have 
the top piionty The domestic 
sector will be fully activated 
thanks to Mars and the full 
moon An additional health care 
will do no harm 

-^ ANCER 

June 21 -July 20 
^ The main trends of 
_ the week are ro¬ 
mance, children socialising, 
creative pursuits and luck of the 
draw Romance will be high and 
handsome Loans, funds, invest¬ 
ments and new projects com- 
pnsa the financial side There 
may be occasxxial health prob¬ 
lems but nothing much to worry 
about Travel plans wiH be final¬ 
ised A complete change in 
scenery or a major move in the 
home and family Is not ruled out 

1 —n Eo 

. July 21-August 2 1 

^ The accent this week 

_ IS on home, loans, 

buying, selling and a possible 
home away from home Ro¬ 
mance for me eligible and tiie 
fancyfree Finance is definitely 
hlgra^ed Travel only if there is 
a mti^ move or transfer Health 
safuguards are advisable A 



pleasant domestic scene is en¬ 
visaged, your hands will be full 
and you will have a full house 

IRGO 

W AuguM 22- S«pl 22 
* Work pressures, hec- 

- tic communication 

and correspondence, and travel 
make a busy week In romance, 
your feelings will be stirred and 
you will be poetic and charming 
Health pressures could under 
mine your food intake Avoid in¬ 
toxicants As regards the home 
and family, your concentration 
will be dtifused as Uiere are too 
many irons in the fire Learn to 
collaborate and be a good col- 


BIRTHDAYS 


fMmiiry 24 

Moon iftMl 9un, «auan» Venut* 
Ohitdran. antirtoinment and 
hAMtinwMinthehomeafapi*- 
dkdad. 

Your mooda awing 
»rafln»fK%aiy. aofrytot»wan 
0m mKfieum and hcma 

Rabniiiflr 22 

Moon Mna PfuMiYeur aai^ 


SmSiiiMfaiiWIiiilli, A 

yw M iSaSiMir ««a maaiL 



league or boss or partner for the 
money to fly into your pocket 

^ IBRA 

Sepl2S Oel22 

4 The focus this week 

_I IS on money, fmlly 

and housing Favours will be 
granted The financial graph 
shows an upward trend You will 
find time for romance Take 
jseriodic rest and cultivate a hob 
Iw to kera your health in perfect 
shape Excellent chances for 
travel will be available Expect 
visitors and long-distance ac 
quaintances to drop in or even 
stay with you The domestic side 
comprises renovation to outnght 
house purchase 

. ... . . ■■ " in . ■ill* 

FgbriMryi? 

Moon square Pkno: A sWgMiy 

dligcuit year irt the aenae that 

- • «»^ ____ 


nowtfK 


Rttbniwif 28 

Rdi meoA Maniage. oottabofm. 
ikms. ties, kiurtMM and milt 


Mirelil 

MdcdiviiiMNap^ 

Mivbuia wMaiii IMMM and I 



ala 






CORPIO 

Oct23-Nov22 

Sport, hobby, fi- 
- nance, personal pos¬ 
ers and family hassles give you 
plenty to think about Before the 
end of April you make positive 
progress in flnanclal dealings 
mmanoe will be Just right and 
fine for you But get the money 
first Accidents and operations 
are possible Avoid tension 
Commuting and short trips are 
favoured 

- AGITTARIUS 

Nov2S-Ok20 

The family and 

_domestic influences 

predominate and this trend will 
last a month or so In-laws and 
parents have their say An occa¬ 
sional tingling of the heart is de^ 
tined In March because Vertfls 
and Mars do propel you Into it 
The financial side promises plen¬ 
ty of activity connected with Job, 
shares, debentures journeys 
and better prospects 

APRICORN 

■ Ose 21—J«n 18 

"A great reaching out 

_to people and places 

Your efficiency will be ap¬ 
plauded Home influences will be 
satisfying In romance your 
heart will be a nest of singing 
birds In finances you will car 
pet-bomb your enemies and get 
the booty Chronic health prob¬ 
lems are foreseen but will be 
surmounted There will be 
enough calls to keep you on your 
toes Expect an auspicious event 
in the family 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20-F8b IS 

A round of hard work, 

good spin-off, a bit of 
a fling in matters of the heart and 
progress on the personal level 
are the week s highlights In ro¬ 
mance, your heart will ache and 
then find satisfaction You do 
well in finance and the result will 
show in you' bank balance or 
business There will be more 
socialising visits than actual 
travel 

ISCES 

Fab 18—March 20 

Personal mathws, re- 

. ,_ furbishing the image 

of the company and a possible 
job-switch are the areas which 
are activated this week In fi¬ 
nance, you reach a step nearer 
your goat In romance, a sudden 
attraction and/or going steady 
are on the cards Health showsa 
marked improvement The 
weekend favours travel Despite 
work pressures your home wni 
not be neglected 
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LIMELIGHT 


AND THArS HIS 


L rfst month Kalwjnt I)inkdr[)«<Kihar 
pertiaps tin only liviiij? jh rstmaiity 
who has a trophy n<im( d after him 
(Uu Deixlhar 1 lophv foi intt r zonal one 
day (iKkft matt his) notihtd up a lart 
Si ore again hi hit a century of a different 
kind Ifeodhar did not represent India in 
lest cm ket, but pLrytd m doincstit triik 
et well past his “lO And on Jaiuiarv H 
Ifeodhar turned 1(K) 

1 wo days before the grand day when 
this foriespondent reaihed Pune the 
message ie«.eived was that Professor 
Deodhar had been admitted to hospital and 
was under intensive eare It turned out to 
be a rumour spread inti ntionally to insu 
late the grand old man horn media atten 
tion and the liarsh glare of the spotlight 
With the help of Kaja Oak, the man in 
charge of the Deixlliar trust we caught 
up With the Professor on the eve of his 
I0()th birtliday 

It was a heartwarming sight a ‘lentu 
non’ moving about without anyone's 
assistant e greeting everyone ‘ippuig his 
Ua, signing autographs Lxiept for his 
walking stick he rehes on nobody physi 
eal'v, the stick is his lompanion on the 
daily evening stiolls in the garden 

I’eopk and rongratulatory telegrams 
began fkiwing in from eight in the morning 
of the buthday I elegrams from as tar off 
as Sydney Like the one from one Rasant 
Limaye who while congratulating him, 
brought to his notice a ucent imident 
whKh to the scndei was of great import 
ance Dunng the Austraha FngLind senes 
the Australian IV had telecast an inter 
view of the veteran Bill Ponsford and dc 
senbed him as tlit oldest living eiickete-r 
(bom mtM)) and Limaye wanted Prof 
Decxlhai to kindly pardon the ignoram t of 
the Aussies 

In sending telegrams Calcutta played a 
leading {lart I he first cable to reach 
I)eodfur wa‘ trom Mrs and Mi Marat he ol 
56 Lansdowne Road Among those who 
sent in their cables was Vijay llazate the 
BCCi president Madhaviao Scindu tele 
phoned and Col liemu Adhikan Chandu 
Borde, Hemant Kamtkar Pandurang Sal 
gaonkar the mayor of Pune were all 
there to shake him by the hand But no 
one from among the picsemday eruke 
tecs' Not even a telegram, a postcard or a 
bouquet from them 

hxcept Ajit lendulkar, the eldci 
brother ot today’s boy wonder, Sachin He 
had come- down from Bombay on behalf of 
the whole Tendulkar family to wish the 
oldest livuig cncketcr in the world 
Excerpts from the mterview 



The first visitor, Saheli, to greet the Professor 



B.D. Deodhar, the oldest 
living cricketer in the 
world, notched up his 
centmy last month. 

~ PARTHARUDRA 
travelled to Pune to catch 
up with him 



Photographs; Aninava Mukherjee 


Living life, enjoying life 



Q: How does it feel to be a ‘centurion’■* 
A: Larlier when I used to hear about 
someone hvmg 1(X) years, 1 always dreamt 
of experiencing it mysc If But now when I 
have actually reached the landmark, I find 
it’s just hke any other birthday Only other 
people tend to make you feel that you ha’'i* 
achieved something So you feel great 
Q: Has this been your toughest 1(X)^ 

A: (jf couisf Because I WuS pitted against 
the most difhciilt bowler in the world 
Nature You cannot really sort out her 
vaganes And your Icxipholes are very well 
exposed So vou have to be extra cautious 
(laughs heartily) 

Q: What is the basic ditference between 
this ‘ton’ and those you scored on the 
cricket ground’ 

A. Whenever you cross 99 in cncket, you 
become a century maker But m the cnck 
et of Me you have to Lve for .%r days (after 
99 years) and complete it Otherwise it 
could be like ‘had landed on the moon but 
didn’t step on it’ 

Q; How were the ‘nervous iJOs’" 

A: Well, I was definitely tense in the 90c 
But I dlidn’t reveal chat and kept it con¬ 
cealed tiD my sleep of the last night of my 
90s 1 felt confident of waking up for my 
first 100th year morning Ma^ that was 
the time when I said to myself, ‘Well done, 
boy’ 

Q: What is really the secret to your cen¬ 
tury’ 

A: Restraint and disapbne 




mi 




'I felt confident of waking 
up for my first 100th year 
morning. Maybe that was 
thetimelsaidtomyseif, 
‘‘Weii done, boy’” 


Q: You have seen the babe of Indian crick¬ 
et, Sachin Tendulkar. What do you think of 
him? 

A:*Well, people are very justified in calling 
him a Wonderboy. In our days we had 
C.K. Nayudu. He was just a hard hitter. 
But Sacl^ is a destructor. On his day he 
can really destroy any top-class bowling. 
And that, too, by following the basics and 
grammar of cricket. 

Q: Did you find any flaws in hun? 

A: Only one. He has to keep a cool head. 1 
saw him recently during a one-day match. 
He had anchored his teani very well to¬ 
wards victviry. But when it was just two 
runs away from the ultimate he tfirew his 
wicket in desperation. He shouldn't have 
done it. I believe experience will help him 
to matiffe on these aspects. 

Q: Cricket has become more money- 
oriented smee your days, isn’t it^ 

A: I am happy that the cricketers are 
getting more money. But at times I feel 
agitated when I find tliat for more money 
these people are involving themselves in 
mtxielling, private columns and what not. 
These may distract from their cricket. 


..H, J. 







X- 


The birthday boy with his family 

Which is harmful for them in the long run. 
Cricket should be their only aun. I hope 
they keep it as then primary objective. 

Q: Are you aware of the suspension of a 
few cricketers in the very recent past? 

A: Oh, yes. I kept track of that. Well, I 
feel the Board chose a wrong path. Heal¬ 
thy discussions could have sorted it out. 
Anyway, the issue discredited the Board 
to some extent. They had to retreat at the 
Supreme Court. 

Q: Your views about the Cricketers’ Asso¬ 
ciation? 

A: Any association is gcKxl. But they 
should be careful. Tliey should not turn it 


mto a trade union. 

Q: How do you feel about the appointment 
of a cricket manager for the New Zealand 
and England tours? 




The birthday lunch was as simple as the man himself 



On his (iay he can really 
destroy any top-class 
bowling. And tha^ too, by 
following the basics and 
grammar of cricket' 


A: Well, our set-up doesn't fiermit such a 
post, in Australia Bobby Simpson had 
taken up such a responsibility. But it was 
because they were building a team from 
scratch. In India such a situation has not 
arisen. Two or three poBinon.s are vacated 
to be filled up by others. Here, a skippei 
should be given responsibility for three f>r 
four years. I like Azhar. He should be 
retained for some time. 1 think he will do 
weU. 

Q: What is your message on the occasion 
of your 100th birthday? 

A: Live life, enjoy life. Fulfil your ambi- 
tions and be healthy. ■ 




RAINBOW 






































NOSTALGIA 




I nuinne a (ara%.in passing thiough a 
village in Multan 80 years ago Colour 
ful pamtings curtain the carl while the 
sound of musK wafts along Little lads run 
memlv behind it I he caravan halts Its 
I urtains art raised A shining horn placed 
on a polished wcxrden box meets the eve 
It IS charged by cranking the handle the 
sound box !■> placid on a lecord add a 
human vok e mesmerist s the m 1 hev peer 
and poke and try to asc ertain the source of 
the magical voice 

Ilus IS no tale from a thousand and one 
becituni* stones Lexal dealers of the (iia 
mophone Company in Indsi would adv<‘r 
tise gramophones and records in similar 
fashion in those days consciously project 
mg regional vanjtions in culture While a 
caravan was necessary in Multan an 
adveitisciiient in a Itcngali daily would 
show goddess Saiaswati sitting bemused 
by the side of a cascade while a gra 
mophone played at her feet 

lo lure buyers to a compact package 
the company would offer say, five recoids 
free with t \ ery gramophone one with two 
film songs one having two bhajans 
another two tonne pieces two gha/als on 
one and a play on the last record I here 
weie further iimovatic'iis to make things 
more entertammg \ category of puzzle 
recoids earned great populantv Ihese 
double sided lecords had three songs on 
each side But th6y were arranged not one 
after tin othei but m thiec separate con 
t c*ntnt grtxiy es With a slight variation of 
the s'artmg point each time a diffcient 
song would emerge baffling the listeners 
There wen thice main seasons lor the 


release of records—Chnstmas, 

Bengali New Year and the Pujas 
HMV brand machines m the 
Iwentie*- would cost around 
Rs 42 and eight annas and the ones 
prized hight r wei;c Ks 60 and 
Rs 80 Of course’, there were 
Swiss and Jajjanese ones available 
at Ks 20 and Rs 30 A 10 mch 
78 rpm lec ord would appioximate 
ly cost a rupee and six annas 

Lmilc Berlmer's gtarnophone 
saw the light of day m 1888 
some 11 yeais aftei 

Lcliscm mvented the phonograph to re|X‘ 0 ' 
duec recorded sound Ihe (jqitncimHie 
Company was established in Cn^and m 
18*18 1 he onginal trademailc of the com¬ 
pany an angel sitting down and w nting on 
a disc, was cliatiged in 18% to the legen¬ 
dary trademaik of a dog listening to his 
master’s voice ITus century saw the 
opening of the first brtarh of the company 
m Calcutta ui 1901. Seven yeats Litci its 
first foreign factory, which happened to be 
the 111 St one in Asia too, was established at 
Beliaghata here. 

Ihe first records were dne-«ded and 
only seven inches in diameter, 'fte later 
ones v/erti, on an average, 10 inches in 
si/e with apbymg tmie of three and a hidf 
mmutes. TMse would revolve at a speeA 
of 78.26 wr imiMte and the totid revohi* 
lions vrew add np to 273 times. Then 
came doubte-skied records mtith ooe song 
on each {ride. Recorde with ttiametera w 
11 atiril 12 Miea 

mg time of fond rii^ d ^ 





fit h so niaiiy t^votatfcins 
intiiebistQiyQftlfe 




recoidsi 

time seems to be tiimiiM 

out Bulthermiiicew 
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speci^nK themselves as ‘amateurs’ to dis- 
tin(;uish themselves from professionals at 
a later day when more and more of them 
began recording music. 

An interesting example ot religion corn¬ 
ing in the way of business may be 


these were mostly classical records 
whereas discs of smaller sizes, up to six 
inches, were also in vogue mainly for chil¬ 
dren. 

Of the nurnerous varieties pf records, 
titoe OB tfanslucent plastic (Film-0- 
mme) bbd and of bendable and non- 
bendable cardboard ones (Nicole) label, 
aiwiad deserve special maiiiop. 

And there were the reccuxis 

ptayed on paflw^tone ptoneered by a dis- 
^guished Indian, Hemendra Mohan 
Bo^. H. Bchc and Company used the 
nlKmocut m^hod to play imards front 
maide to out These wotdd revolve at a 
speed of 100 ri»n and had etched labels, 
DOT p^ier ohesi He got them pressed 
n^y froth Fran« and Belgium. Ilie 
cbm|»iv bad the honmar to record Rafain- 
dn^th Tagcfre: for tite fist time in 1905. 

^ pspct frbtQ tike pittnhhta and Odeon 
tried fo enter the 
Ihiah msHBet we (dtimatdy taken 
hveSr by fhe fJfaihophoite Conswny, a few 
hatfim made rmadodUe contr3»iti«is to 
' the Mitstiy. The Natwnal Cm 



. » 

intenioeL 

dia they used the naobnat bipoloar on their 
label and sped^aedjhteoacding 

S B and ^ intw Beconte at 

aw in 1934 todh pahh^Jherest tn 
'Maand' which tyjm 
Thrhe other chhviaiiiMMX!hwta> Vke- 
dustan Records <r Chaii#^Chgi» ;S^ 
.Megaphone of Jitendranai^: 
'3ibh^Sehrifi 


went a long way in enriching Hindu.stam 
v(H:al and Bengali music. Hindu.stan had 
the prerogative to record K.L. Saigal ;ind 
S. i). Burman, both of whom were rejected 
by the Gramophone Company for their 
nasal intonations. Megaphone prided itself 
with Kazi Nazrul Islam and Begum Akhtar 
while Senola could btiast of comic pieces of 
tiigh standard. 

'ITie Gramophone Company, of course, 
recorded in as many as 40 languages of the 
st^-continent, including Nepalese, Tibe¬ 
tan, Sinhalese, Burmese, Pushtu and 
Urdu. The Nepalese and Tibetan record¬ 
ings were mainly of devotional repertoire 
and the most pc^ular artistes were Dol 
Bahadur and Settnam (Nepalese). Lama 
Namge, Oamu Hatima and Dhandhup 
(Tibrtan). The Pushtu singers in great 
demand were Aga ^her (}ul, Aga Amir 
and Gauhar Jaan. 

Attistes would have to sit in front of the 
xThom and sing in the days of a(»ustical 
recOT'ding. The sound notes would be 
etdi^ on a disc. There was no sophisti¬ 
cated way of detecting die sensitivity of 
pitch and an^tfitude. Hence a reco^st 
would sit behind the artiste, bedding ids/ 
her free in both hands. He had to tfraw 
bade the free of the singer when the notes 
rear^ahishpfrefr Cmversety, it had to 
be pushed forward, nearer to>ti>e horn, 
whra the song tondteda low Iteyl 

Tiau, fr w extifemd^ frapottimt foi'an 
frtiste to akig kiidly for gopd recnrdmg. 
ThfrhiiprylN^ one tegaons forthm 


observed in the case of an erstwiiile re¬ 
nowned singer, K. Mallik. Born as 
Mohammed Kasem he had com<' to Cal¬ 
cutta to make a career in music. His men- 


A RECORD OF 
RECORDS 

1902; First Indian to record a song— 
Sashimukhi Debi of Calcutta’s Classic 
Theatres. The song, Kanha jeevan 
dhan from the play Sri Krishna. 

1904: First double-sided record re¬ 
leased in India on Odeon label. 
1912-13: Amala Das (C. R. Das’s sis¬ 
ter), first Indian woman of a respect¬ 
able family to come out of purdah and 
record a song. 

1915; First Indian to receive royalty as 
composer for records: Rabindranath 
Ragore. 

1925: First record to carry names of 
the lyricist and composer of a song. 
1926: First electncal record released 
here. 

1934: First film song on disc from V. 
Shantaram's Sairendhree. 


tor. Gorachand Mullick, lielfied him record 
at the Becca studio, where he sang a 
number of Hindu devotional songs. The 
company did not dare to lose business by 

ndeasing Shyamas ingeid records sung by 

a Muslim. Therefore. ‘K’ from Kasem and 
H&Uik' from Gorachand’s surname was 
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Some of the record covers: Olde worlde charm 


coined to form K. Mallik, a name that names of artistes, let alone those of lyri- ' at the end of a recital. Sometimes the 

earned much fame and brought heavy pro- cists and composers. The singer, singers even announced their addresses! 

fits for the company. announcing his or her name is an oddity in Malka Jaan, the Hindustani vocalist, can 

llie earliest records never carried the all such records. This was generally done be heard saying, My name is Malka Jaan, 

27 Mosque Lane, Calcutta,” 

Until the time the composers and lyri¬ 
cists acquired copyrights, songs were 
categorised in a quaint manner. For exam¬ 
ple, Rabindrasangeet was passed as jangla 
for a long time and sometimes as 
beshyafieeti. Words were often changed 
and tunes varied at will. A famous record 
by Amala Das has the song. Ami kothay 
pabo tare, which is bound to be mistaken 
as Rabindrasangeet unless one listens 
carefully and realises that it was written by 
Gagan Harkara. There were also groups oi 
‘male songs' and ‘female songs. ‘ Some 78 
rpms liave rare renditions of solo harmo¬ 
nium or specimens of unique regional 
styles, like garba songs sung in ghazal 
style, to make the study of Indian music 
immensely rewarding. ■ 

We acknowledge the invaluable assistance 
provided by Subir Ghosh of the Gra¬ 
mophone Company of India, Sovan Lai 
Saha of Hindustan Records, Charoo Pro- 
kash Ghosh and Parimal Roy. 


SOME OF THEIR 


mmm 


Rabindranath Tagore: 1906; Ban- 
demataram and Sonar Tori (recitation); 
H. Bose and Company 
Amala Das: 1912-13; Baro bishmoyo 
lage and Eto Id bhalo re kaJa; GCI 
Anmirbala Debi: 1920; Bandho na 
tavchani and kala tor tobe kadamtalay, 
GCI 

Dilip Kumar Roy: 1925; Chhilo 
sbey bo^ kusumkanone and Ranga- 
jaba ke dilo tore_paye; GCI; 

Kamala Jharta: 1930; Priyo jeno 
prem bhulo na and aithur nayan baan 
keno hano; GCI 

K. L. Saigal: 1932; Jhulan jhula and 
Hari he brajarai; HR 


S. D. Burman: T932; Aei pathe aaj 
esho priya and Dakle kokil roj biftane; 
HR 

PankaJ Mullick: 1932; Pralay 
nachan nachlejakhon and Tomar ashan 
shimya; HR 

Juthika Roy: 1933; Ami bhorerjutU- 
ka and San/ber tarcdca and; (SCI 

Sisir Kumar Bhaduii: 1934; Alam- 
gir (play); HR 

Faiyaz Kban: 1935; Garaya maistmg 
and Manmohan jeevan; HR 
Debabrata Biswas (with Kanak 
Das): 1939-40; Hingshay unmatta 
prithvi and Sankochero Idubhalata GCI 










Valeria Golino and Duttin Hoffmao In Rain Man 



REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Filins 


a Daddy: Hind (Ganesh Chandra 
\venue; 274259)—4 shows. 

Anupam Kher plays the title 
'ole of an alcoholic father in this 
Vtahesh Bhatt film. Also starring 
ire Pooja Bhatt, Manohar Sinidi. 
ioni Razdan, Neena Gupta and 
Vvtar Gill. I'he music is by Rajesh 
Foshan. 

a Farishtay: Paradise (Bentinck 
itreet; 2B5442), Crown (Kafi 
Uuned Kidwai Road; 244822), 
<iaaz (Lower Chitpui Road; 
177273), Prabhat (Chittaranjan 
kvenue; 390762), Uttara (Bidhan 
Jarani; 552200), Khanna (APC 
(oad; 552932), Chhaya (APC 
toad; 351382), Purabi (Mahatma 
jandhi Road; 350680), Indira dm 
Ira Roy Road; 471757), Pnya 
Rashbehan Avenue; 464440), 
dadhuban (Regent Park). 

A film by Anil Sharma, starring 
Iharmendra, Vinod Khanna, 
iridevi, Rajnikant, Jaya Prada. 
(uibhushan Kharbanda and 
iadashiv Amrapurkar. The music 
> by Bappi Lahiri. 

• Hum: Orient (Bentinck Street; 
:81917), Talkie Show House 
Shibdas Bhadun Street; 552270), 


asusree (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
34808). 

Directed by Mukul S. Anand, 
le flm stars megastar Amirabh 
achchan along with Rajnikant, 
ovinda, Kinii Katkar, Deepa 
ihi, Shilpa Shirodkar, Danny Dte- 
tongpa, Anupam Kher, Romesh 
lianna. Annu Kapoor, Shamtni 


and Kader Khan. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelai. 

• Patthar Ke Phool: Metro 
(Chowringhee Road; 280141), 
Majestic (Raft Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266), Moonlight (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 254956), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551515), Menoka 
(Sarat Chatterjee Avenue: 
410417), Grace (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 391090), Jagal (APC Road; 
365108), Ragini (Beliaghata Main 
Road; 36:1264). 

A love story, starring Salman 
Khan and debutante Raveena Tan- 
don. The film is directed by Anant 
Balani and the music is by Ram 
Laxinan. 

• Pyar Ka Devta: Roxy 
(Chowringliee Place; 284138)—4 
shows. 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and 
with music by l,axmikant Pyarelai, 
the chief attractions of this film are 
Mithun Chakraborty, Madhuri Dix¬ 
it. Rupa Ganguly, Shakti Kapoor, 
Moushumi Chatteijee and Kader 
Khan. 

• Sanam Bewafa; Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 242664)— 4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni play the lead. Others co- 
starnng arc new-find Kanchan. 
Puneet Issar. Pankaj Dheer, Dan¬ 
ny and Pran. The film is directed 
by Saawan Kumar and the music is 
by Mahesh-Kishor. 

• Saugandh: Elite (S.N. Baner¬ 
jee Road; 241383)—4 shows. 

A film by R<g Sippy, starring 
Raakhee, Akshay Kumar, Shantip- 
riya, Mukesh Khanna, Pankaj 


Dheer and Rupa Ganguly. 


Bengali Films 


• Kagajer Nauko: Prachi 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road; 271282), Darpana (Bitfitan 
Sarani; 558080)—3 shows. 

Directed by S^har Sarkar and 
with music by Chandan 


Roychoudhury, the cast includes 
Anil Chatterjee, Manoj Mitra, 
Jayasree Sen, Dilip Roy, Piyafa 
Chatterjee, Bimal Dev, Katvani 
Adhikari and Pradip Ghosh. 

• Sadharan Meye (A): Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani; 55:i045). Puma 
(S.P. Muklieoee Road; 474567)-- 
2.30. .5.:10, 8.15. 

Tapas Paul, Debashree Roy, 
Rupa Ganguly. Kali Banerjee, 
Madhabi Mukhet;iee. Hutna Khan, 
Sahila Chadda and Swamp Dutta 
are the chief attractions. The film 
is directed by Samit Bharya and the 
music is by Kanu Bhattacharya. 

• Sindur; Minar (Bidhan Sarani; 
552753), Bijoh (S.P. Mukherjee 
Road; 473462), Chhabighar 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
352740)—3 shows. 

Chiraitjeet, Santwana Rose, Bi 
plab Chatterjee and Suinitra 
Mukherjee are the chief attrac¬ 
tions. The film is directed by Anan- 
d^ and the music is by Sumit 
Banerjee. 


Foreign F ilms 


• Rain Man (U/A): New 
Empire (Humayun Place; 
291^)—4 shows. 

Winner of four Academv 
awards, the film stars Dustin Hoff¬ 
man, Tom Cmise and Valena Goli¬ 
no. 

• Shaker Run: Chaplin (Cor¬ 
poration Place)—4 shows. 

The film stars Cliff Robertson, 
Leif Garrett and Lisa Harrow. 


.Spe< i.ii Fi l in'. 


24>27 February; 1 March: 6 
|HB 

Rabindra Bharati University's 


cultural programme features Shas- 
Uiya Sangeetet Bibhinna Geetir- 
oop, Kirtan. patriotic and mass 
songs, llharata Nalyam and mime 
on 24th; ehage Bahare, Tala 
Tarang, KaUiak, mime and Babin- 
draiiather Kolkaia on 25th; Sishu 
Tirtha, Hangla Gaaner Prem 
Sangeel and danre drama Tasher 
Desk on 26th; classical vocal 
music, tabla lahara, solo classical 
vocal, Odissi, and dance drama 
Nabm on 27th; and Lok l/tiaver 
Gaan and the play, Maktadhara, 
on 1st. 

At Sisir Mancha (1 AJC Hose 
Road) on 24th and 25th; al Rabin¬ 
dra Sadan (Cathedral Road; 
289978) on 26lh. 27th and 1st. 

24 February - 2 March 

An exhibition of drawings and 
paintings of Atul Best. 

At Galerie '88 (Sliakespeare 
Sarani). 

24-27 February: 3 pm - 8 pm 

An exhibition of Pradosh Paul's 
paintings in the North Gallery. 

24 February onwards: 3 pm - 
8 pm 

Prof. Eamst Degasperi will hold 
his exhibition of paintings in the 
Central Gallery till March 3. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

24 February onwards: 3 pm • 
'7 pm 

An exhibition of Shuvaprasan- 
na’s paintings and drawings, till 
Match 10. 

At Artage (6/lA Palm Avenue; 
473284/290697). 

24 February onwards 

An exhibition of Ram Kumar’s 
recent drawings and paintings, till 
March 5. 



Icbashree Roy and Tapas Paul In Sadharan Meye 









At Chilrakoot Art Oakery (55 
Gariahat Road; 755314). 

24 February: 7 pm 

Kliela presents A Man (or AH 
Seasons—a play by Robert Bolt 
and directed by Vimal Bhagat. The 
cast includes Vimal Bhagat, Ashok 
Lath, Saroj Mehera, Dean Miatry, 
Deepak Atal, Sunil Gupta. Punam 
Sini^, Tina Coiah, Tilak Mehera 
and Oautam Ahiqa. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street: 225215/:J516). 

25 February onwards: 3 pm - 
8 pm 

Anup Gill will hold his exhibition 
of paintings in the West Gallery, tilt 
March 3. 

• Sanjoy Hhattachaijee and others 
will hold a week'lung exhibition of 
paintings in the New South Gal¬ 
lery. 

• A week-king exhibition of UUip 
Kumar Basak's exhibition of hand¬ 
icrafts in the South Gallery. 


• Bimal Sarkar will hold his paht- 
ings exhibition in the New Gallery 
tiB March 3. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

26 February: 6 pm 

Amateur Dramatists Calcutta 



KumaiiPriyaHaran 


presents a Bharata Natyam recital 
by Kumari Priya Haran, disciple of 
Ri^lakshmi Venkateshwar. 

At Birta Academy of Art & Cul¬ 
ture (108-109 Southern Avenue; 
467843/9802). 

26 & 27 February: 6 pm 

Sanskritiki's cultural program¬ 
me features Indranil Sen (folk 
songs) and Jayanta Bose (Bengali 
songs) on 26th; and Dipak Rudra 
(Rabindrasangeet) and Kalyani Roy 
(sitar) on 27th. 

At Kala Mandir Basement (48 
Shakespeare Sarani; 449086). 

27 February onwarda: 11 am - 
7 pm (except holidays) 

Forum for Art and ){esearch 
and the Good Tune Art Sh^ pre¬ 
sent a fortnight-long exhibi^m of 
drawings and paintings by Katayun 
Saklat, Alok Bhattacharya. Biswa- 
pati Maiti, Tapan Mitra, Nikhilesh 
Das, Kanchan Chander, Rajeev 
Lochan and Indira Puri Mistry. 


At the Good Time Art Shop (27 
Theatre Road). 

27 February: 5J0 pm 
Peshkar's eveiung of classical 
music features Tejendianarayan 
Msyumdar (sarod) with Subhen 
Chatteijee (tabla), and Mitali Sen- 
gupta (vocal) wiA Manas Chakra- 
botly (tabla) and Ramen Saha (har¬ 
monium). 

At Birla Academy of Art & Cul¬ 
ture (108-109 Southern Avenue; 
467843/9802). 

2 & 3 March: S JO pm 
Surdas Sangeet Sammelan’s 
classical music sessions features 
Samta Prasad (tabla laiiara), Jatin 
Bhattacharya (sarod), Manzoor 
Hussain, Nasir Hussain and party 
(qawali). Bandana Sen (Katliak), 
Ileana Citaristi (Odissi), Swapna- 
moy Banerjee (sarod) and Ruma 
Chakraborty (bhajan). 

At Rabhdra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 


I’hiiifs 


NOTE: Allanlv«landtf«|MrtufmtiiiiM«raffcirCaleiitCa. FIsurMlnltraekMi 

th* days, 1 Mfig Monday. 


IntcrniiliiiiKil 


CeteulU-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep. (2): AI-IOI at 0230. 
Bombay-Celcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1915; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutla- 
Bombay: Air. (6): AI-309 at 1910; 
Dep. (6): AI-309 at 2025. 
London-Oalhi-Calcutta: Arr. (7): 
AI-132/1328 at 1230. 

* Moacow-SharJah-CalcutUi: Arr. 
(4): SU-S37 at 1625. 

* Calcutla-Sharjah-Moacow; 
Dap. (4); SU-S38 at 1825. 

* Moaeow-Tashkant-Karachl- 
Calcutta-Hanoi: Arr. (2); SU-S41 
at 0755: Dep. (2): SU-541 at 0905. 

* Hanol-Calcutla-Karachl- 
Taahkant-Moscow; Arr. (2), SU- 
542 at 1755; Dep (2): SU-542 at 
1905. 

Calcutta-Amman: Dep. (5): RJ- 
185 at 0630. 

Amman-Catcutta; Arr. (4): RJ- 

184atoeoo 

Calcutta-Singapora: Dep. (2) 
SO-4ie at 1130 and Dep. (4): sa 
420 at 1310. 

Slngapora-Calcutta: Arr. (2); SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr. (4): SQ-420 at 
1210 

Calcutla-Bangkok: Dep (2,4.7): 
IC-731 at 0900; Dep. (1. 3. 6): TG- 
314 at 1355. 

Bangkok-Calcutta; Arr. (2. 4. 7). 
IC-7jS at 1500; Arr. (1, 3. 6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2,4, 
7): lC-747'al 1600; Dep (1, 5): 
RA-214 at 1530. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (2. 4. 
7): IC-748 at 1930; Arr. (1. 5): RA- 
213 at 1430 

Calcutta-Dhafca: Dep. (3. 6): 1C- 
723 at 1340; Dep. (daily): BG-092 
•41150 and BG-098 at 2020; Dep. 


(1.4. 7). BG-094at1700. 
Dhaka-Cateutta: Arr. (3, 6): IC- 
724 at 1600; Arr. (daily); BG-091 at 
1110 and BG-097 at 1940; Arr. (1. 
4, 7): BG-093 at 1620. 
CalGutUi-Chittagong: Oep. (2,5); 
BG-698 at 1355. 

Chittagong-Calcutta: Arr. (2. 5). 
BQ-697 at 1310. . 
Caleutta-Paro: Dep. (2): KB-106 
at 0900: Arr. (2): KB-105 at 0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutla-Bombay: Dep. (2). Al¬ 
lot at 0230. 

Demi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI-1328 
at 1230. 


Calcutta-Oalhl: Oep. (daily); IC- 
402 at 1730 and IC-263 at 0700; 
Arr, (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 
264 at 2235. 

Caleutta-Bombay: (Tap. (daily): 
IC-273 at 2000 and IC-176 at 0850;' 
Arr. (daily): IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 
274 at 18N. 

Caleutta-Madras: Oep. (daily); 
10765 at 1700; Arr. (dally): IC-766 
at 2210. ' 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dap. (daily): 
IC-771 at 0610; Arr. (daily); IC-772 
at 1200. 

Oelhi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (daily)' IC-409 at 
1545. 

Caleutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Dalhi: Dep (daily): IC- 
410 at 0905. 

Caicutta-Quwahatl: Oep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340; Dap. (1. 3. 5. 6); 
IC-729 at 0800. Arr. (daily): IC-230 
at 1630: Arr. (1, 3. 5. 6); IC-730 at 
1100 . 

Calcutta'Agartala; Dap. (dally); 
IC-743 at 1330, Dap. (3, 5. 6, 7): 


Printud bw* hi th* rasHlar Indian AirllnM aohaduln. 
Ttto iu, hnwnvT, uulfrit to ehnngn. P uiu n n gn ru nm 
adviaod to hoop ttoek of announ cm ut a mado by 
Indian Alrilnoa in tbo proM. For ■suiutmioo, tboy 
nwy eontaet 2BtB4«, 2B268B. 266802, 262417. 
666433, 669641«/af4« and 666623._ 


IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (1, 2. 4); IC- 
241 at 0700; Arr. (daily): IC-744 at 


1600, Arr (3, 5, 6. 7); IC-242 at 
1350, Arr. (1.2.4): IC-242 at 0900. 
Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep. (1): 10-287 at 0530; Arr. (1); 
tC-288 at 1220. 

Calcutta-Poit Blair; Dep. (2, 4, 
6). IC-2SS at 0530: Arr. (2. 4. 6): 
l()-2S6 at 1000. 

Calcutta-Oibrugarh: Oep. (daily): 
lC-201 at 1400: Arr. (daily); IC-202 
at 1730. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Oep. (daily); 
IC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily); IC-222 
at 1320. 

Caicutta-Taxpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2, 3, 4, 5, 7): IC- 
213 at 0600: Arr. (2. 3, 4. 5, 7): 
IC-213 at 0955. 

Calcutta-Silchar-Imphal: Oep. 
(daily): IC-2SS at 1050; Arr. (daily); 
tC-256 at 1530 

Calculta-Bhubanaawar: Dep. (1, 
2. 4. 7). IC-289 at 1660; Arr. (1. 2, 
4. 7): IC-270 at 1910. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur-. 
Hydanbad; Dep. (3,5.6); IC-269 
at 1650; Arr. (3, 5. 6): IC-270 at 
2040. 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-Oimapur: 

Dep. (1. 3, 5, 7): IC-219 at 0840; 
Arr. (1. 3, 5, 7): IC-220 at 1320. 
Calcutla-Hydarabad: Dep. (1, 2, 
71: IC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1. 2. 7); 
|6-278 at 2215. 

Calcutta-VIshakapatnam- 

Madras: Ctep. (1.2.4.6): IC-S42 at 
0700; Arr. (1. 2. 4. 6): IC-541 at 
0915. 


Calcutta-Imphal; Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
IC-259 at 1330; Arr. (2. 4. 6): IC- 
260 at 1610. 

Calcutta-Agartala-tmphal: Dep. 

(1.3.5) : PF-727 at 0530; Arr. (1.3, 

5) ; PF-728 at 1120. 
Calcutla-Agartala-Sllchar: Oep. 

(7): PF-729A at 0650: Arr. (7): PF- 
730A at 1050. 

Calcutta-Shlllong-Quwahati- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1.3,6.7); PF-701 
at 1140: Arr. (1.3, 5,7): PF-702at 
1615. 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallashahar-Agartala-Caleutta; 
Oep. (2,4.6); PF-729 at 0550; Arr. 
(2, 4. 6); PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Silchar-Shlllong- 
Guwahall-Silohar-CalcutlB: Dep. 

(2.4.6) : PF-701 at 1100; Arr. (2,4, 

6) : PF-702 at 1715. 
Mcutta-Roufkela-. Dep. (1,3.5); 
PF-715 at 0600; Arr. (1, 3. 5): PF- 
716 at 0855. 

Calcutta-Buwahatl-tlerhat- 
Ulabari-Dibrugarh-Taiu: Dap. (2. 
6): PF-709 at OTIS: Arr. (2.6): PF- 
710 at 1640. 

Caloutta-Quwahatl-DlawMr- 
Jorhat-Lilabarl-DIbrugarh: Dap. 
(4); PF.709 at 0815; Arr. (4): PF- 
710 at 1750. 

Caleutta-Quwahatl-DImapur- 
dorhst-Lllabarl-DIbrugarii-Tesu: 
Dep. (7); PF-709 at 0600; Arr. (7): 
PF-710 at 1705. 

Caleutta-Alxawl-Sllehar- 
Ouwabatl; D^. (1. 3. 5, 7): PF- 


' No trallic rights on Calcutta-Shar|ah-Calcutla and Calcutla-Karachi 1 ashkent-Cdicuna. 
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After the Persian Empire 
was overthrown by the Arabs, 
a number of Parsees migrated 
from Pars and settled m Gu¬ 
jarat m 651 AD They followed 
the British from Surat to Bom¬ 
bay when fhe East India Com¬ 
pany shifted to the port aty 

Dadabhoy Behranqi Bantyi 
was the first Parsee to settle 
inCalcuttainl7()7 llieBana 
jis were followed by the Umn- 
gars, Wadias, Mehtas, Saklats 
i^Madans SirJamesetjee 
Jeejeebhoy, the first Indian 
l^rooet, staved m Calcutta as 
a young lad of 16 from Octo- 
ber-November 1799 to 
November-December 1800 for 
purposes of busuiess and to 
prepare himself for trade with 
Chuiia. The first Parsee Tower 
of Silence, built by Nowrojee 


Sorabjee Bengalee, was con¬ 
secrated on January 28, 1822 
at Behaghata, which was then 
a suburb of Calcutta 

The Parsee Agiaree oi the 
Fire Temple the first of its 
land in the region, was built by 
Rustomjee Cowasjee Banajee 
at 26 Ezia Street in central 
Calcutta and was consecrated 
on September 16,1839 Rus- 
ton\)ee was a prominent ship¬ 
builder. Besides building a 
number of ships at the Kidder- 
pore Docks, he owned his own 
fleet On a marble slab at the 
entrance of the Parsee temple 
on Ezra Street is inscnbed. “In 
the-name of the Holy Hor- 
muzd, this Fire Temple was 
built at Calcutta by Ruston^ee 
Cowasjee Banajee, Esq and 
who consecrated it according 


to the ntes of the Masdiasna 
Religion for the service of (lod 
and the observances of Sacred 
Rites of the Zoroastnan Reli¬ 
gion in the 3rd year of the 
reign of Hei Majesty Queen 
Victoria on the 17th day Shui - 
osh of the 1st month Furvur- 
deen Kudmee in the year of 
Yezdezerd 1209 and of Zoroas¬ 
ter 2229 (corresponding to 
Monday, the 16fti September 
of the (Christian year 1839) " 

In 1839 when the first Fire 
Temple was consecrated, 
there were <mly 40 Parsees m 
Cicutta Now there are more 
than 1,000 of them m the city 
But then numbers are gradual¬ 
ly declining due to their high 
standards of living, low fertility 
and a steep nse in the mat- 
nage of giris outside their 
community. 












































































THE t,49T TIA^B VOUR KATHEB 
TOOK ME TO THE /MOVIES W4S 
TO SEE THE pffter "mctcy: 


WE HARPLVOO TO THE 1 SOUhiPE 
AlOVIES ANV/MORE SOOC? TO 
lET'S GO POR IT A MG 


IP WE HURRY, WE CAN SET TO 
THE VIPEO STORE BEPOBe 
IT CLOSES 
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MAVEM'T THE HE^RT TO SPOlU KlATURE'S BEAUTIFUL 
MAHDIWORK WITH THAT UGLY SHOVeL 
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MOLES/ 






































MAKE IT A 6MOKT ONE, ARTMOR* * j“i OFTEN Wl-SM I’P MARRiEP A ME'ER-DO-weuu 
MY HOUSE Id ON FIRE.” I I INSTEAD OF A NEVER PO ANYTH IN A.” 




























































































CURRY CURRY CURRY o Ronjit Ro! 


Sesame 
Seed Potato 
Curry: 
Nepal 


British 

Metric 

Ingredients 

American 

21 lb 

1 kg 

potatoes 

21 lb 

5 fl oz (1 cup) 

150 ml 

cooking oil, preferably 

icup 



mustard 



8ing9-fry masala (as paste) 


T his IS a staple vegetable dry c-urry 
preparation in Nepal and many hill 
regions. Uistinrl and exhilaratuig. 

Senvs 4 

Cooking Time. Zo-.iO minutes 


Method 




Boil, peel and quarter the potatoes 
and keep aside. 

'lake 3 tablespoons of the sesame 
seeds and roast dry till light brown on a 
griddle and keep aside. When cold, keep 
half a tablespoon for the during-cixiking 
ma.sala, grind the rest. Keep 1 tablesptxin 
of the powder for the garnish masala. 
Make the remaining powder into a paste 
with a little water for use ui the follow-up 
masala. Keep aside. 

Liquidise the singe-try masala in a blen¬ 
der with 1 teaspoon of water and keep 
aside. 

Take a wok or a ctxiking pan, bring oil 
to smoking, add the liquidised singe-fry 
masala and stir fry till oil is released. Add 
the potatoes and stir fry. Now add Uie 


4 

4 

green chillies 

4 

1 oz (11 cups) 

30 g 

green coriander, chopped 

1 cup 

1 bulb 

15-20g garlic, cloved 

1 bulb 

11 tbsps 

15g 

turmeric powder 

11 tbsps 

2 tsps 

lOg 

salt, to taste 

2 tsps 

follow-up masala 

2 tbsps 

18g 

sesame seed (1), roasted & 
ground with a little water 

2 tbsps 

during-cooking masala 

1 tbsp 

7.5 g 

amchoor 

1 tbsp 

itbsp 

4.5 g 

sesame seed (II), roasted 

Itbsp 

garnish masala 

Itbsp 

4.5 g 

sesame seed (III), roasted & 
powdered 

Itbsp 




^ follow-up masala. Keep stir frying and add 
2 > the daring-cooking masala. Check for salt 
and sourness. Before serving, sprinkle the 
garnish masala. This curry is semi-liquid. 

NOTE: It goes well with Indian fried 
bread like purl, paratha. May also be eaten 
with boiled rice. 

ITus is a common wayside preparation 
for trekkers and commuters in the hilly 
areas. Boiled and quartered potatoes may 
be stored. .Similarly the singe-fry masala is 
ground and kept as paste. The sesame 
seeds roasted-pasted and roasted- 
powdered are kept in separate bottles. 
When a traveller turns up at one of the 
wayside tea-shops, he is served almost 
instantly with this curry along with hot 
puries. 


From Curry Curry Curry by Ranjit 
Rai; published by Pengidn India 













DON’T TEAR HER HAIR OUT 



USE MEDiKER INSTEAD TO REMOVE LICE. 


That same lice comb, every 
single day. It’s agony for 
your little daughter. It 
causes scalp abrasions, 
weakens the roots 
of her hair. 

And doesn’t get all the lice 
out after all. Try Mediker 
every Sunday, and it’s a 



Mediker 


totally different story. 

Simply work up a gentle 
lather, wash it off after 
three minutes and repeat 
the procedure. Comb out 
the lice onto a towel, 
using an ordinary comb. Now 
you decide what soft hair 
needs. The lice comb or Mediker. 


Don't use the lice comb. Only Mecliker...every Sunday. 


evoFssi/awpa/aazRi. 







^ AfjUiA y>M«4 f^i/o/iutf 

4^iH^ i4^/ui^ tS^> 

lb be optimistic is indeed a positive attitude. Especially about the future. Record sales. Higher 
profitability. Better workir^ conditions... 

But while you look at all the things that should go right, it makes good business sense to 
consider what could go wrong. A riot that affects your office. A fire in the warehouse. A damaged 
coasignment. An accident in the plant. 

At United India, we’ve spent years understanding risk. And how it can be reduced, controlled 
and covered. Because, we believe that the greatest business risk you could ever take is to ignore 


the ones you already lace. 

Come, call on us at any of our 1120 offices. Ibgether, let’s make risk management work for you. 
Risk management which denotes innovative 
covets, personalised service, and speedy 


© 


UNITED INDIA 

INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


(A nibUcBary of Geoetd imtuanoe CoqjsWttioti <>r ik^ 
24, WlUtes Road, Madias 600 014 

rniimuiimsiQmmm. 


settlement of claims. 
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I'aki' N't w 

The cover itory, ‘Real or 
Fake?’ (January 13) was 
shocking. The people be- 
l^d the world of spurious 
items seem to be beyond 
the reach of the pohce and 
that IS why their business is 
doing so well while our 
lives are doomed. 

It is now common to 
cheat people on anything 
from medicuie to perfect 
looking film rolls. I have 




ir, 


Thla ia for real; or Is It? 

personaBy been a victim of 
this. 

The coasumers should 
join hands and fight this 
onalauj^t of frke products. 
In this age of people’s pow¬ 
er, if dictators can be 
annihilated, why not these 
danRerous cheats? 
Hveknishna Biahanta 
Bokara (Bihar) 
a The story was like 
something out of a hornn- 
t^. Meat turning out to 
be cat or rat’s flesh, talcum 
powder made out of FroKh 
chalk, baby food and milk 
powder adulterated with 
talcum powder and much 


more. 

And aU tlus for what? 
Just to gain a few extra 
pennies. Are human beings 
capable of such brutal 
deeds mst to line their 
pockets? It is shucking. 

The question is, how 
are the people commitmg 
these crimes flourishing? 
Either the authorities are 
not vi^nt or they are cor¬ 
rupt It IS time the masses 
woke up from thetr slum¬ 
ber and caught the culpnts 
red-handed, stnpped them 


naked and subjected them 
to torture of similar kmd. 
Saodeep Dasgupta, 
Rourkela (Bihar) 

■ The Behala rapeseed oil 
tragedy is a glaraig exam¬ 
ple of misguided prefer¬ 
ences owing to ignorance. 
Most of us are not aware 
^t the relatively bland and 
fight coloured rapeseed oil, 
most of which is imported 
from (Canada, is much bet¬ 
ter for human health than 
Indian mustard oB. What is 
sold as mustard dl in our 
coun^ is predominantly 
the oil of saiion and tana 
both of which are, botani- 


cally speaking, rapeseed 
and not true mustard which 
IS rai. 

The difference between 
the Indian rapeseed and its 
Canadian counterpart is m 
the chemical composition ot 
the seed. Canadian resear¬ 
chers have worked for 
many years to evolve 
varieties that are low in 
ghicosindates and erucic 
acid, both of which aie 
harmful to us. The former, 
which 0 ve the characteris¬ 
tic pungency to the so- 
called mustard oil, aie 
known to impair thyroid 
functioning, while erucic 
acKl IS bad for the heart. 

This Canadian brand oil 
IS very good and used in 
North America and 
Europe. It is only ui India 
that it has to be blended 
with poisonous phosphorus 
compounds to make it 
acceptabte to our people! 
Partha R.I>as Gupta, 
Calcutta 

a Now whenever 1 go to 
the market, one question 
haunts me; Am I inviting 
trouble even after sending 
hard earned money? 
Manohar Mandal, 
Nabadwip (W.B.) 
a From the aadle to the 
grave we are now exposed 
to adulteration, cheating 
and deceit. There seems to 
be no escape from it all be¬ 
cause the police and re- 
spmisible authorities turn a 
blmd eye to the heinous 
crimes simply for their haf- 
ta. 

SIraJus Salekin, 

Calcutta _ 

Two inadvertent errors 
appeared in our story, 
Ihe Best and the BruAt- 
est, (February 17). The 
annual budget of the TfFR 
for 1990-91 was Rs 40 
crmeandnotRsdOOaxre. 
Tbe sentence on quantum 
mechanics should have 
read, “Whkdi is why great 
minds like Einstein be¬ 
lieved that something was 
wrong with it (quantum 
mechanics)," and not as 
printed The enxirs are re¬ 
gretted—Editor, 


The lieje^raph 


■T 1 he I Cl cut disu ivci > of 
,1 l.t'iiiiillK.n v*<ii oldlossil 
uulu.itcs tli.it some luids wcit 
skilled fliers iiiiin iiuiiiv \c.iis 
earlier than >•« icnii-ls thought 
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■ ■ Ihcre IS now a 

playback singer avaiLihie 
literally foi .i song The voii es 
of a new geneialion aie here 
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E vidence that many birds were skilled 
fliers millions of years eaiiier|than 
scientists thought has recently wen 
unearthed in China. 

The fossil of a small bird and a similar 
fossil found in 3(ain a few years ago help 
fill a major gap in avian evolution. They 
suggest that birds that could fly were both 
numerous and diverse in the Cretaceous 
Period. 70 million to 140 million years ago. 

The latest fossil, estimated to be h'lS 
million years old, was found in a farmer's 
field in Liaoning Province in northeastern 
China. It indicates an ajple, sparrow-sized 
bird that could perch in trees and dart 
through the air to snare insects. 

“If you saw this bird perched in a tree it 
would probably apj^ar modem, with flying 
and perching abilities virtually identical to 
today's birds,’’ say« paleontologist Paul 
Sereno of the University of Chicago. 
Sereno, who led the painstaking recon¬ 
struction of the fossil at the University of 
Chicago and the Field Museum, notes 
three features that are also .seen in mod¬ 
em birds: A keeled breastbone, a short tail 
that shifts the bird’s balance over its wings 
and grasping feet. 

The Chinese fossil is about 10 million 
years older than the one found in Spain and 
just 10 million to 15 million years younger 
than atchaeopteryx, the oldest known 
birdlike animal. 

"Discovery of the Spanish bird and now 
our fossil indicate flying and iierching birds 
must have been prevalent on land areas in 
the early Cretaceous,’’ says Sereno. 

"The Chinese bird was found in sedi¬ 
ment that once formed the bottom of a 
freshwater lake, which was at least 2(K) 
miles from an ocean. Most of the oth<?r 
avian fossils found later in this period 
belongs to ocean shore birds that could 
neither fly well nor perch in trees." 

Blgnk evolutionary pages have sepa¬ 
rated 145 miUion-year-old archaeopteryx 
and 70 miUion-year-old Hesperornis and 
Ichthyomis, the earliest other known 
birds. 

Hesperornis was a flightless animal 
found in chalk beds in western Kansas, 
once an inland sea. llie toothed, luonlike 
swimmer may have given birth to live 
young and may never have come to dry 
land. Its wings, no more than stubs, were 
' useless for %ht. Ichthyomis (fish bird), 
the first previously known bird with wings 
developed for sustained flight, was the 
size of a gull, had teeth and probably ate 
fish. It thrived in areas of Kansas and 
Texas. 

A cross between a bird and a reptile. 


pacing page: Part bird, part reptile, 
the DiilUon-year-old 
archtieopteryx is the oldest birdlike 
eraature 


The 145 million-year-old 
archaeopteryx is 


considered the oldest 


bird-like creature but that 
was only part-bird. A 
recent discovery of a 135 
million-year-old fossil in 
China suggests that 
skilled fliers existed much 
earlier than scientists 
thought 


crow-sized archaeopteryx combined the 
attributes of both. It hiid the clawed 
fingers of a dinosaur, the scaly head and 
lung bony tail of a lizard, and the toothed 
jaw of a crocodile. 


I've seen m detailed photographs, ele¬ 
ments of the tielvis retain some I'f the 
same characteristics as archaeopteryx," 
says John H. Ostrom, a Yale University 
geology professor "At the same time it 
has developed mixlem birdlike features 
characteristic ot a good flier." 

Describing the fossil as ‘very exciting,' 
Ostrom says its import is that "cither the 
changes making a modern bird occurred 
verv rapidly or niodern bird lineages 
predate archat'opteryx. riiere ll be a lot of 
discussion about this.” 

Experts agree Hint ns the epochs stic- 
ceeded one another, climates and land- 
fomis changed and new birds evolved. 
Many familiar species appeared about (iO 
million years ago: herons, ducks, vultures, 
hawks, grouse, cranes, owls. 

Songbirds, the most lecent group to 
make their debut, emerged about 3tl 
million years ago Favoured with flight and 
with little competition from earlhboiind 
creatures, the ancestors? ol many of to¬ 
day's species nmltiplied. Others, such as 
vultures with wings stretching 12 ft from 
tip to tip, disappeared during the ice ages. 

In 19H() scientists unearthed a fossil I't a 


Detailed recimstniGtioiibf the oldest true bled 

sparrow-sized creature with loAfc curved claws tbatcouM l 

perch in treesand dart through nie air to snwre insects 135 : 
million yearsago in what is now China. The bird is estfanated to > . I 
be just 10 million years younger than arebaeoftoryx, the <dde»t 
blralike creature . ; 


Archaeopteryx (ancient wmgi lived 
when the biggest of the dinosaurs loanied 
the earth about 140 million years ago. 
Although it may luive inhabited other parts 
of the world, its bones have been found in 
only one region of southern (.iermany. 

Since all modem birds that fly have 
asymmetrical flight feathers such as those 
of archaeopteryx, it is logical to believe it 
too could fly. But experts still debate 
whether archaeopteryx was a feeble flier 
or could even take off from the ground. It 
had the large wishbone that aids powered 
Bight but possibly lacked the iiollow bones 
and keel-shaped breastbone that made its 
descendants master fliers. 

A new theory holds that archaeopteryx 
was a g(K)d flier that muscled its way into 
the air. "Archaeopteryx physiologically 
was still a reptile, but it had the muscle 
power of today’s birds." says John Ruben, 
an Oregon State University zoologist. 

He theorises that muscle power com¬ 
pensated for skeletal shortcomings and 
made it a skilled short-distance flier. “It 
probably could flap around for two or three 
minutes at a time, but it certainly didn’t 
undertake any long distance migrations,’’ 
sa^ Ruben. 

The Chinese bird may be distantly 
related toarchaec^teryx. "Based on what 





predator that had soared over Argentina 
between 5 million and K niillioii years ago. 
Hie largest flying bird known, it weighed 
about 2(M) pounds and could iiave looked a 
six.f(x>t liunian in the eye. About the size 
of a hang glider, it sliadowed the landscapt* 
on wings spanning 2.5 ft. 

The largest flying bird today, the 
wandering albatross, glides over the 
southern oceans on wings that oniv stretch 
11.5 ft. , 

(National Gfographic Newa S<‘rvkv) 
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C akruttans react strangely to lunatics. 
'Iliose unhappy people whose brains 
cannot cope with the stress of life 
any more. An example: 

Around 8.30 pm in the foyer of Howrah 
Station. A man irr tattered khaki shorts and 
.shirt is crawling around trying to kiss ev¬ 
erybody’s feet. Both his legs are polio- 
ravaged. There's an expre.ssion on his face 
that’s going to haunt me for a long time. 
It’s as if his entrails are being ripped out 
and he is half enjoying it. 55ome people 
laughed. The laut^ler had Ben^li voices^ 
attached to it. ITiere was no derision in the 
lauf^ter. It was like they were watching 
Charlie Chaplin in action. Ehiewhere, the 
laughter might stink of derision. The mad 
man might get rained with stones. People 
might look away. But the voices 
were genuinely amused. And when a small 
boy troubled the madman, the voices 
abused the kid. 

Another example: A wild-haired, wild¬ 
eyed character with bits of black cloth 
sticking to his body threw his chappals to a 
distance. Then he ran after them 
screeching. He retrieved the chappals, 
hurled them to where he stood previously 
and ran back screeching. The encore was 
performed eight times. The voices 
howled in delight. A dog appeared and 
proceeded to chase the mad man. The 
people chased the dog away. 

Lurking somewhere deep in those reac¬ 
tions, playing peek-a-bo, might be the 
answer this article is looking for. How does 
the Calcuttan cope with Calcutta? 

ITie question is not whether stress ex¬ 
ists in the Calcuttan’s life. Nor whether 
Calcuttans can manage stress. Tlie ques¬ 
tion that has visitors frantically scratching 
their heads is how Calcuttans manage the 
stress in this city’s life. Most often, I found 
it’s like asking a duck to explain how it 
manages to swim so well. 

The typical Mr Banepee says goodbye 
to the wife, kisses the kids and sets off for 
work. He seems to spend an eternity at 
the bus-stop. On the way, there is a pro¬ 
cession, the traffic snarls up. He’s late at 
the office. There's no power, so he has to 
climb 10 fl(K»rs, damn what the doctor said 
it could do to his heart. He reaches his 
desk and has to make quick telephone calls 
to catch up lost time. If the phone at his 
end is breathing, the line at the other end 
is dead. Now the Baneijee equivalent m 
any other cihr might be tempted to dive out 
of the 10th floor minus the parachute. Not 
so our Calcuttan Mr Baneijee. To him, it is 
aU in a day’s work. 

Stress in personal life is universal. But 
here in Calcutta there’s another dimen¬ 
sion. What you can take for granted in 
other cities, you can’t take for granted in 
Calcutta. The essential factors of daily life 
exist here in a state of permanent hic¬ 
coughs—power, telephones, transport, 


COPING WITH 

You can’t escape from stress, whUdi is 
particularly complex in today's silicon-chip 
society. 'Ihe ability to cope with stress has 
loomed permanently in psychoanalytic re¬ 
search. J. In^m Walker of the Duke Uni¬ 
versity Medical Centre found that most 
people are able to cope quite well with the 
everyday stress of normal living. But when 
tlie normal living gets blasted by problems 
ballooning up faster than they can be 
cau{dit up with, a.person’s adaptive capabi¬ 
lities get mauled. The result: chronic ill¬ 
ness, severe depression, frustration. A 
traffic jam is stress at the lower end of the 
scale compared to having to cope with the 
death of a beloved one. But add tHat traffic 
jam to all the complications in getting the 
basics of everyday life, and you've got a 
mess on hand. 

In 1926, Hans Selye, a Canadian scien¬ 
tist who’s pioneered in stress research, 
began snooping into the effects of stress 
on the body. Selye realised that people 
showed sims of fatigue and general dis¬ 
comfort following a physical or emotional 
stress. He declared that the response to 





It*s easy. Ask the 
Calcuttans who have 
perfected the art; the ^ 
of taking stress as it 
comes. M. Raja takes a 


not wori 


fuel, traffic, noise-air pollution, prices, 
over-crowding, everything getting done in 
Calcuttan Standard Time. It’s as if some 
devilish joker had gathered all the chaotic 
ingredients in our Indian life, shoved it in a 
city more than nine million strong with a 
magnifying glass attached. 
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CALCUnA 


stress involves three possible stages. The 
first stage, called the alarm reaction sees 
the secretion of epinephrine (adrenalin) by 
the adrenalin gland. It prepare the indi¬ 
vidual for ‘fight’ or ‘flight’. During the alarm 
reaction, pulse and respiratory rates go 
up, blood pressure rises. In the second 
resistance stage, the pituitary gland pro¬ 
duces hormonal and neural changes all 
over the body until the stressful situation 
has passed. The changes include an in¬ 
crease in strength, energy, and body de¬ 
fences perk up. Long-continued stress 
leads to the exhaustion stage. Here the 
person’s condition inij^it detenorate to the 
extent of death through heart failure. And 
a lot of other less unpleasant results. 

This is where the contradictions start 
smirking at you. People aren’t exactly 
dropping dead from stress all over Calcut¬ 
ta, are they? Neither is there any desper¬ 
ate exodus to the less stressful pastures in 
other cities. It’s the other way around. 
Daily, there are thousands attaching them¬ 
selves permanently to the millions already 
here. And people here aren’t staggering 





around with long faces looking like they are 
in a permanent state of mourning, either. 
The city pulsates with life. It’s as vibrant 
as a tuning fork hit by a missile. And as for 
the joy around, ask Dominique Lapierre 
about h. 

S o what gives? “Stress has become a 
jMrt of our daily lives," said a young 
Calcuttan. “It’s like religion. You don’t pay 
too much notice to it." 

Indrajit Mallick is the regional sales man¬ 
ager of Sonata, a software firm. He was 
brim in Calcutta, lived away from it all his 
life and was back in his birth town a month 
ago on a transfer. “The most stressful 
thing here 1 find in work is that people can’t 
or won’t keep their appointments. Just 
today, an important industrialist lady was 
to meet me, but she didn’t show up. My 
whole schedule for the day is upset." He 
adds, “But it’s not that 1 wasn’t told what 
to expect. It’s riot that 1 came to Calcutta 
and got the shock of my life.” 

Being told what to expect—that’s the 
key to how temporary residents survive in 
Calcutta. You tell the passenger in mid¬ 
flight: “We’re having engine problems. 
Prepare for an emergency landing.” He 
might panic, go through the motions of 
extreme stress. But you teU the same 
passenger while handing over the boarding 
pass: “We’re likely to have engine prob¬ 
lems. So we might be coming down in a 
hurry.” If the boarding pass is still used, 
the stress becomes something different. 

Marlene Manna is a German-born, 
naturalised Indian working for a well- 
known European airline. “In our office, if 
there comes a day when we don’t have a 
power cut or power failure, we will think 
there is something terribly wrong!" she 
laughs. “It’s so boring in Germany. There, 
there are no power cuts, the telephones 
work. My relatives if they come here to 
stay, might go crazy. But to me. it's sunk 
into the sub-consciousness. I know it’s 
there, but 1 don’t fed the stress any 
more.” 

Her colleague Nivcdita Karlose has 
spent all of her 35 years in Calcutta. “You 
do feel like grabbing the people responsible 
for the problems and hanging them up in 
tlK trees in the Maidan,” she says. “But 
we don’t do it because we don’t have the 
energy to do it, I suppose.” She adds 
bitterly, “Even a basic commodity like 
bread is hard to get And if it’s tough for 
the upper middle class people, can you 
imagine, what it must be like for the poorer 
sections? We’re like sheep. We just gel 


driven m life like cattle. Do rattle feel 
stress?” 

'ITiere’s that basic rtn-ipe. Take a dollop 
of sarcasm, add a dash of humour, deep fry 
it in cynicism, garnish it with our spicy 
Indian fatalism and holler "medicine’s 
ready". The antidote to handling stress in 
Calcutta. Like an corridors, there seems 
to be a survival corridor here. The i ules in 
the corridor arc a numlK'r of don’ts like— 
don’t complain tixr much, don't push too 
hard for things to happen, anything can 
happen here, so don’t be too surpnsed il 
on Monday morning you see a hipiKipota- 
mus belting out Elvis Presley nuinhers on 
Chowringhce Hoad. 

If you habitually stray out of the .survival 
corridor, one of two things can happen. 
One is that you pack your bags and sing 
farewell to Calcutta. The other is you end 
up chasing your own chappals, screeching. 

The people who chcaise the first option 
ate the hard Jriving professionals. Like the 
cream of the local advertising arena talent 


American psychiatrists, 
Thomas H. Holmes and' 
Richard Rahe, devised the 
Social Readjustment Scale 
which ranks 43 different 
types of stress. One 
wonders what the number 
would have been if those 
two gentlemen had lived in 
Calcutta 


moving over to Bombay. "There’s a pover¬ 
ty of professions in Calcutta.” said a sub¬ 
editor of a local newspaper. “There’s a 
poverty of opportunities, if you are too 
ambitious you are in trouble. It’s not that 
you are over-used. It’s that yon are under¬ 
used. That's a stranger, more depre.ssing 
kind of stress." 

W BT-137 was hurtling towards Dum 
Duin Airport with taxi-driver ilarpai 
Singh at the wheel. “Each day is like hell,” 
he says morosely, swerving to avoid a dog 
that had chosen the middle of the road to 
meditate. “Around 10 in the morning, you 
know what the traffic is. And after 10 at 
night, we have to deal with drunks who 
refose to pay.” At least a dozen times 
weekly, Harpal ha.® minor collisions with 
something or somebody. At 5. .’10 every 
mormng, he has to get to Bhowanipore taxi 
stand to get his vehicle for the day. Even 
then it’s not very definite. "1 don’t know 







a.®'.; 


which is worse. 'ITie tension of working or 
the tension of not working.” 

American psychiatrists, Thomas H. 
Hohnes and Richard Rahe, devised the 
Social Readjustment Scale which ranks 43 
different types of stress. One wonders 
what the number,would have been if those 
two gentlemen had lived in Calcutta. A 
cardiologist, Herbert Benson, found that 
his patients could survive the after-effects 
of all those types of stress by a simple 
exercise. They sit quietly in a comfortable 
position, keep tlieir eyes closed and silent¬ 
ly repeat the word ‘one’ over and over 
again for a period of 10 or 20 minutes. 
Then there is the well-known TM (trans¬ 
cendental meditation) of course. 

Calcuttans seem to have devised their 
own safety valves. S.K. Dutta, an elderly 
officer working for an electrical goods com¬ 
pany, has a legular evening habit. After 
work, on the way home, he parks his 
scooter by his favourite tea shop, and lets 
the day’s tensions drain away with cups of 
lemon tea. That evening he was pondering 
over the price crisis. "I think this the 
biggest stress factor in many Calcuttan 
households. You are earning Rs 20 (X) and 
the price of an essential commodity is Rs 
10 a kg. You are still eanung Rs 2000 but 
the price of the same commodity has sud¬ 
denly shot up to Rs 50." 

Dutta's evening break seems part of tiie 
unique featute of Bengali culture—the 
adda. Men gatiier before woiic, during 
work, after work and talk, talk, talk and 
talk. It’s the Bengali version of the coffee 
shop or the saloon. Now the point is 


get driven in life like cattle. 
Do cattle feel stress?’... 
There’s that basic recipe. 
Take a dollop of sarcasm, 
add a dash of humour, deep 
fry it in cynicism, garnish it 
with our spicy Indian 
fatalism and holler 
‘medicine's ready'. The 
antidote to handling stress 
in Calcutta. Like air 
corridors, there seems to 
be a survival corridor here. 
The rules in the corridor are 
a number of don’ts 
like—don’t complain too 
much, don’t push too hard 
for things to happen, 
anything can happen here, 
so don’t be too surprised if 
on Monday morning you see 
a hippopotamus belting out 
Elvis Presley numbers on 
Chowringhee Road 
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whether the adda is the cause or the effect 
of stress. 

'Fhe most common stress-man^ement 
technique is to fume at the politicians and 
the bureaucrats, squarely biaining them for 
all this mess and end up f^Eng nice and 
ri0iteously indignant. Like D. Sihha, an 
engineer with Union Carbide: "People in 
authority don’t have the will to make the 
clianges. Life in Madras or Bombay is not 
as stressful as life in Calcutta." 

Feroze Alam and Shahzada are two 
young men who make a living selling swea¬ 
ters by the pavement. They had been 
together in Delhi, Bombay and Hyderabad, 
‘"niere are so many problems here in Cal¬ 
cutta which you can’t find in any other 
place in India. Sometimes you feel you will 
go mad.” So why didn’t they leave Calcut¬ 
ta? "You must be joking. Calcutta is the 
best city in India!" 

For four days, I lived in Calcutta accom¬ 
panied by a worldly wealth amounting to 
five paise, believe it or not. Thtf five paise 
remained because you can’t buy anything 
with it. Now, the why and how of this 
experiment is another story, but the fact is 
that I didn’t exactly drop into hunger faints. 
Obviously, my stress level should have 
been high enough to impress Messrs 
Holmes and Rahe. But not at any point 
during those four days did it seem like the 
end of the world. I probably couldn’t have 
done it in any other city. 'There’s some¬ 
thing about Calcutta that gives as much if 
not more than it takes out of her people. 
That ‘something’ is more easily experi¬ 
enced than explained. ■ 



• Camera: I would Eke to M.K. Majumdar, C/o B.N. 
exchange a Rollillex camera in Ghosh, Sripur Charaktala, 
good condition for a Nikon Boral 743505. 

camera or any other camera of • Camera: 1 offer a Hot Shot 
equivalent value. Write to camera worth Rs 550 in good 
Rakesh Surana, I B.C. Road, condition for a second-hand 
Burdwan 7I310I. bicycle in good condition. Con- 

• Coins, records and cas- tact Subhobroto Dutta, 60/IA 

settes: I offer a one-penny Kansari Para Road, Bhowani- 
British coin, and a few long- pore, Calcutta 700025. 
playing records and cassettes • Foreign stamps: 1 offer 
(Western) for anything of cor- 550 foreign stamps of coun- 
responding value. Write to A. tries aE over the world along 
Majumdar, C/o B.N. Ghosh, with a stamp album for two 
Sripur Charaktala, Boral Trendy watches or a Titan 
743505. Aqura watch or a 35 mm 

• Camera: I would Eke to camera or a two-in-one. Write 
exchange a 35 mm Himax to Ratnesh Singh, 16 Lala 
camera (50 mm lens) along Babu Shive Road. Belurmath, 
with Achiever 828 flashgun Howrah, West Bengal. 

and three colour adopters in • Books: 1 wish to exchange 
immaculate condition for a a Higher Secondary English 
camera with a built-in flash in Companion and Group A pap- 
good condition or anything of ers 1 and II (new) for anythi^ 
corresponding value. Write to of equivalent value. Contact 


Ashfaque Aluned, 10/A Inidad 713210. 

Ali Lane, Calcutta 700016. • Radio and wallclock: I 

• Radio and books: 1 would offer a GEC radio (made in 

Eke to exchange a PhiEps radio England) with magic eye sys- 

and the first 10 Penguin books tern and a German waUcItKk 

in good condition for a tape- for anyffiing ci corresponding 

recorder of any size or make. value. Write to Shambhu Nath 

Contact Renuka Dasgupta, 3^ Sarkar, 94 Union Street, Cal- 

1/lA Ramtanu Bose I,ane, Cal- cutta 7(X)014. 

cutta 700006. • Record player and re- 

• Magazines: 1 offer about cords: I offer a HMV stereo 

3(K) issues of The Telegraph record player and a few re- 

Colour Magazme (tiD date) for cords for anything of corres- 

anything of equivalent value. pontog value. Cmitact Sub- 

Write to Sunil Madhogarhia, P- basis Twafclar. IOC PipeEnes, 

55 CIT Road, Scheme-VH M Rkjbandh, Buidwan 713212. 

Kankurgachi, Calcutta 700054. • Table-tennis rackets 

and stamps: I would Eke to 

• Study material: I offer exchange two foreign-made 
Brilliant Tutorials’ MBBS table-tennis rackets and 350 
course and YG File for IIT- foreign and Indian stands for a 
JEE for anything of corres- pair of binpculars. Write to 
ponding value. Contact Souga- Manoj Dey, C/o G.C. Dey, 
ta Batidopadhyay, CD-24/3 Baghna Roads, P.O. Baripada, 
V.K. Nagar^ Durgapur- Mayurbhaiv, 757001. 







(Nutan; died February 21,1991) 





DESTINATION ODINNESS 


I f Senbafw Vaira Vanchinak 
kuntrakkc)th<uvalava M ira 
Va7Uthi ab lie iikeb to he 
tailed does not sijpi his way 
into the ffUinness /look ut 
World ktniHds with his kaiR 
winded naine he dt hniteh m 
tends to tyde his way uito it 
with a worid tout ht set out on 
on Independt iit e 1 lay last year 
to break the existing n cord of 
an Englishman named Jolin H 
l^thway 

S V V M Vd/utlii liails from 
the remoli village of 
Melapenunn/h I in Ihamavur 
dibtnct of I anul Nadu and was 
a private tutor of higher set on 
liary students till he tonieived 
his plan to jom the ranks of the 
bupeilativcs Vvith MA de 

f rees in Hindi Sanskrit and 
amil under his belt Vaauthi 
decided to bet Ithe piattaal 
side of thmgs and promptly 
obtained a heavy duty bteme 
(after the neiessaiv road ex 
pcriente) to dnve tars and 
trucks But It seems the buy 
(le was destined to be his bt st 
fnend and this roiipled witli 
'us unquelW spiiit of advtn 
ture, put him on the road to 
fatne, though he still ha^ a long 
way to go to reach his goal 
'^kJ Varuthi My pninarv 
purpose IS to get into the (lum 



It should take 
S.V.V.M,Vazuthi 
two years to travel 
100,000 kms on his 
bicycle, but once 
there he will have 
broken a Briton’s 
record 



ness Book by lycling a dis 
(ante of 100, (XX) kms around 
the world in two years flTie 
current record held by John 
Hathway is 81,100 kms m the 
same time ) Other reasons for 
his wheel-wmd tour is *to 
study the educational methods 
m other countnes especially 
the developed ones, and theu- 
schemes for rural education, 
as well as the mode of living, 
culture and languages of the 
plates I traverse” 

Though his studies will have 
to be trash courses if he in 
tends to meet his deadbne, 
Varuthi seems undaunted by 
the taU order he has placed on 


himself Questioned about 
tius, the tJ. swarthy Vazuthi 
fiddled with the headband 
keeping his longer than- 
normal h^ m plate, hitched up 
his ndmg shorts and laughed 
"1 toveied 18,(XX) kms in the 
first tour months I have a year 
and eight months m hand I 
guess I tan make it' Poi a 
man who “tonfesses he has 
no vites, I guess he can 
Vazuthi showed me his 
credentials—and he had quite 
a few of them His (cat was 
being sptmsored by the Lions 
Club, the Rotary Club the 
Jaycees and the Tamil Nadu 
government Having set out 
from his home state he has 
travelled through Singapore 
and Malaysw where many of 
his commumty members re 
side He has also been to parts 
of Thailand but ‘had to le ive m 
a hurry as the 
people there were only eating 
meat, aU kinds of it mcludmg 
reptiles and I am a vegeta- 
nan,” he said embarrassedly 

He, however, was all praise 
for the people of Malaysia, 
saymg he was grateful to them 
(or providing him free food and 
accommodation "I stayed 
mostly in temples there, and 


Vazuthi and his constant companion 



the Indian Association in 
Penang helped me with 
funds,” te added Vazuthi was 
refused a visa to traverse Chi¬ 
na by road via Vietnam and 
Laos, and faced the tame 
prcXilem on the Burmese boi 
der, so he had to return to 
India Indian Airlines were 
very kmd, he said, m offering 
to fly him and his bicycle to 
Calcutta 

I met him having breakfast 
at a Madrasi restaurant on 
Chittaianjan Avenue, and 
promptly asked lum about his 
dady routine dunng his travel 
"I start on an empty stomach 
around six or seven every 
morning ” he said, without 
batting an eyelid, "I then stop 
for breakfast at about 9 3U am 
and set off again ’ He dis 
mounts for a pure vegetarian 
lunch, preferably of rice or idhs 
and iruits, only to conitnue 
without rest tiQ it gets too dark 
or unsafe to travel “I cover an 
average distance of 140 kms 
on a normal day ” he clauned, 
tapping the milometer on his 
set of “wheels which records 
the mileage He then pulled 
out a folio containing a senes 
of certificates filled m with the 
successive distances covered 
by han and endorsed by the 
local police statum. Lions Club 
or some other authonty This, 
he pomted out, was proof that 
he was actually ndmg the dis¬ 
tance indicated 

And Vazuthi’s future plans> 
He couldn’t think beyond his 
present target, savmg he plan 
ned to nde down the East 
Coast to Madras, pick up 
hinds, and then move on to 
Bombay, to Africa, Europe 
and the rest of the world, and 
“see you in two yea’s' time" 
Last 1 saw Vazuthi, he was 
pedallmg down the roads, bent 
on his purpose, the big box on 
hts earner which contained his 
persona] effects and embla¬ 
zoned with the words, Worid 
Cycle Tour, bumpmg up and 
down S V V M Vazuthi, 
wherever you are now, see 
you a lakh kilometres and two 
years later' 

Carlyle Chapman 
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Noted Bengali poet and 
literary Critic Mohitlal M^um- 
dar was educated at Balagad in 
Hooghly district, West Bengal. 
He was greatly inspired by 
poet Debendranath Sen’s 
works and tte poetic tempera¬ 
ment of his fotlier, Naiidalal. 
Motilal graduated from 
Vidyasagar College, Calcutta 
and tau^t at a school for some 
time. From 1935 till retire¬ 
ment he was a lecturer in Ben- 
at Dhaka University. 

Mohitlai’s poetic career 


started with Bharati in which 
he contributed regularly since 
1919. He drew upon Persian 
vocabulary and themes in 
some of his poems. In fact, he 
came to limeii(d>t through Sva- 
pan-Pasari (1922), his first im¬ 
portant collection of poems. « 
His poems are characterised 
by a bold, romantic tempera¬ 
ment cast in a disciplined 
mouki. His other pwtical 
works that deserve mentiwi 
areAghotpanthi, Bismaraai, 
Samaragaral, HetmntagodhuB 


and Chhandachaturdasi. 

As a literary critic Mohitlal 
offered commendable insight 
into the recesses of the crea¬ 
tive mind. The form, style and 
structure of his writings have 
greatly enriched Bengali cntic- 
ism; his notable volumes in¬ 
clude Adhunik Bangla Sabitya 
(1936), Sahilya-Katba (1938), 
Sahitya-Bitan (1942) and Sn 
Madnusudan (1947).- 

The sketch above shows 
his residence at Barisha in 
south Calcutta. 
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r-inRIES 

IM Maieh 21—April 20 

• • Introspection, visits to 

__ hospitals and social 

welfare centres, and focus on 
lob, work and colleaauas are de¬ 
finitely highlighted. Jwmance will 
be enou^ to let you know ttiat 
you have a heart. The accent is 
also on finance and work will 
consume you. Visits and trips 
are more than a sojourn. You 
may be slightly below the weath- 
» as others demand too mudi 
from you. 

AURUS 

■ April 21—May 20 

• The main trends of 
_ the week are ro¬ 
mance, laughter, a wee bit of 
speculation, chlldrert, hobbies 
and some polish on the home 
front. March 5 and 6 are ideal for 
romance. A lucky break or a con¬ 
tract helps you m finance; deals 
can be closed and new ventures 
stalled. Plenty of contacts and 
correspondence will require you 
to travel. 

- ^ EMINI 

w May 21—June 20 
" Both the home and 
_ outside world cla¬ 
mour for your time and talent, 
and that could prove a bit too 
rniKh unless you work and act to 
a tight schedule. Finance prom¬ 
ises good returns and the launch 
of a new enterprise. Romance 
will be available for the eligible. 
Health pressures may tell on you 
but you will be able to carry 
through. 

ANCER 

H June 21—July 20 

• ^ You are definitely on 

_ a better wicket this 

week. In romance, you will sing a 
merry note. In financial matters, 
it is time to expand and/or start a 
new business and take on more 
responsibilities. Long-distance 
connections and calls may com¬ 
pel you to undertake a journey. A 
get-together is on the cards. 
Venus sextiles Mars ensures 
better health. Pleasant changes 
in the home and family are fore- 


■ . July 21—August 21 
* Finances, including 
_ buying, selling, fund¬ 
ing, dfstributlng, raising of loans 
and formation of putHic trusts, 
take top priority. Take extra 
health care. In romance, a wild 
fling Is not ruled out. A shift or 
transfer or hectic commuting Is 
not ruled out either. Improve¬ 
ments in the home are possible 
and this trend continues till May 



IRGO 

August 22—Sspt 22 

Personal rela- 

- tionships are of 

utmost importance. Trips, com¬ 
munications, home and kids also 
come under the special astro 
survey. Romance will be hectic 
and It could result in marriage. 
Assignments, commitments and 
progress make a happy trio for 
you in finance. Communications 
and contacts may impel a trip. 
Stomach ailments and a virus 
fever are the two health snags. 
The home and family are high¬ 
lighted in the next two weeks. 


BIRTHDAYS 




-n IBRA 

Sspl 23 -Ocl 22 
• Expenses, introspec- 

_tion and health care 

are the week's highlights. The 
week is also a job-oriented one. 
Romance wilt be passionate but 
not permanent. A new line of 
activity is probable in finance. 
Traders do well. The next fort¬ 
night favours travel. A certain 
discomfort and uneasiness are 
foretold unless you take addi¬ 
tional health precautions. Re¬ 
construction, land and site are 
the rfiain trends on the domestic 
front. 

agination guide you, but that 
does iwl mean you can'anot!d tci 
be lazy and negUgent Uaa iM 
possible means to grab what you 


psbt. A job-ftdp Is probable. June 
iiaa ha^ suiprim tor you. 

Mar0li4 .. 

Sun seaMa Uranus; You show 
promise and it ^ to 
mtt to mwto It in 
, tomtanoaaitoteeiM.Aiaw.itos> 
•tea on tbe entoddriai toww ara 
prabab^ If bn. • tobnwy, take, 
earn of tw ds^ bf jM ssHi 
tom unatuctLstamtowwbbto' 
fNaoe wito lii^iiii^l tHidttort^^ 


March 7 

Sun aextile Saturn: Given grtt 
and determination, an Ideal 
Saturn placing takaa you rltotl to 
the lop. Many of you wHt balturn^ 
ing wilh ambttton to auooaad. A 
bH of tomwioe and sodaNsing 


.'Sun Wn^ftobni.b youfito'nii'':.'|iibrjoigri 

ItninoB " "i ‘J‘.''4nioilnGsiii.« 


too tor good measure aa there la 
A poaltiw JupBerian influanba'. 

v^ua JieKtiki Mara: Venue 
rWjmist-mi.' obiMort} bi 'dobd '■ 
Miibtt' 'Mbi Meta 'Mns^ am 
pbifiiM^bnewfee ejnpfiiton'^' 
liiiil ffwiii' EmbhcI ft nftit'ftfiibk’'' 




-|.CORPIO 

Ort23-M>v22 

The main trandb an 

_ friendship, gains, gis 

mour and a certain amount c 
confidence that enables you ti 
gel thingB done. You will jum{ 
me rainbow of romance. Social 
Ise, have a friendly approaci 
and watdi the money pour Inti 
your pocket. Travel only if absc 
lutely necessary as action e 
home keeps you happily occu 
pled. Your health shows 
marked improvement. 

AGiTTARIUS 

Nov23—Dac20 

Home and propert; 

_tnfluencas predomln 

ale tilt March 21. A chop am 
change In your work is definitel; 
foretim. Ftomance may not bi 
absolutely trouble-free. / 
chance to make a fast bud 
could land you in a legal battle. / 
home away from horn is possi 
ble. Chances of operations am 
accidents are there. 

-^ APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jen 19 
^ Revival of hope am 

_ joy, creativity at whiti 

heat, hobbies, news, new ideas 
messages and beneficial out 
come are foe week's salient tea 
tures. In romance, your heai 
forums and all is tight with tlx 
world. A better control and infkn 
of finances are ensured. Ii 
trpval, both communications am 
news are fated. 

QUARiUS 

/ft Jan 20—Fab 18 

The accent this wee 

_ is on loans, funds 

passion, mortgage, shifts, trans 
fers and immigration. Buying am 
selling are of crucial significance 
Romance will be enough to keei 
you interested. Travel only ' 
there is a ma)or shift or move 
Health hassles will be there, bL 
you do recover. 

- ISCES 

Fab 19—Match 20 

Marriage, alliance 

_ collaborations and 

thurst in work and play me fo 
highlights of the week. In f 
nance, open out your shoulder 
and score away to glory. Ganei 
ai health Improvement is fore 
seen. Invitations, interviewe 
conferences and visits may re 
quire you to travd. The horn 
ctfis for touches of beauty an 
adornment, and even a cornplet 
overhaul is not ruled out a 
Venus (beauty) ,Bextltes Mar 
(overhauling). 











Cachumher Raita 


\his contains unions, lomatoc-s, 
cucumlters and fresh green and 
red chillies. 


Method 


Cream yoghurt in a blender along with 
salt, sugar and lemon juice for 20-30 
seconds. Transfer to a semng dish and 
add all the ingredients. Chill before seiv 
ing. 


From Curry Curry Curry by Ran jit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 




British 

1102 (icup) 


Mstric 
40 g 


ingredients 
onions, diced 


American 
‘ cup 




11 02 ^CUP) 

25 g 

tomatoes, diced 

icup 

1 02 ^ cup) 

25 g 

cucumber, diced 

icup 1 

2 tbsps 

12g 

fresh green & red chillies, 
scissor-cut 

2 tbsps 

21 02 (31 cups) 

575 g 

yoghurt 

21cups 

1 tsp 

5g 

salt 

1 tsp 

1 tsp 

5g 

sugar 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

15 ml 

lemon juice 

1 tbsp 
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[__ COVER STORY _ 

VOICE OF A 



Anuradha Paudwal: Supercassette Singer 


T he Mangeshkar Monopoly ib over gQ,]^ g tuYie when at least half a dozen 

And whatever it was that went with numbers per film was mandat oryt, then 

It It sieniiibd not just the dominanie TTizirzs ic ciirlr1#»nls7 a rach there must have been something in them 

of Lata Mangeshkar-and nothing could S4Q?emy 3 mSIl cA’ 

have been better than that—but also her of playback SUlgerS. But f'o*' now it has been the 

contemporaries like Mohd Raft, Asha-m fhic oi-o inofont-Paudwal Principle that has been prevalent 

Bhosle, Kishore Kumar, Mukesh and so III ullS cFa OI IllStaiH _m film music—and of course signifying all 

on, the stonewalling of newcomers It will thpir imnart that goes with it Anyone with a gullet can 

also signified another thing if despite their -,—- become a singer today; assembly-lme 

dominance and “throttling" of new voices, alSO bC tTanSlCIlt. voices, canned music, doggerel for lyncs 

people never got fed up of the same old and technological advantages combined 

playback singers reeling off song after with hardsell The result is' Ek, do, 










The Oye oye team: Amit Kumar. Viju Shah and Sapna Mukherjee 


feen...it’s a hit! Oye, oye, what have 
things come to. 

This is not to say that our new genera¬ 
tion monopolisers (or aspirants to that 
label) are bad. After all, if their songs are 
selling, and even taking the mediocre films 
piggyback to the banks, they must be 
good. Bat, that’s just it: pat arguments do 
not a singer make. When a young man 
sang Man tarpat Hari darshan ko aaj (Baiju 
Bawra), you immediately knew that he 
was very soon going to be a Mohd Rafi. 
When you heard Chand chhupa aur taare 
doobe (Sohni Mahiwal), you were sure you 
had Maheiidra Kapoor coming up. Was 
there any doubt about who the pig-tailed 
singer of Hawa mein udta jaaye (Barsaat) 
would grow up to be? 

By the same count, where is that some¬ 
body called Sulakshana Pandit who had 
more Max Factor on her face than nectar 
in her throat? Which, again, is not to say 
that .Sulu Baby couldn't sing to save her 
life, but mediocrity finds its own level. And 
how many days have passed since a fellow 
called Jolly Mukherjee belted out that 
chartbuster title song from Oiandni? Can 
someone get us his address, please, he 
isn’t even listed in the telephone directory. 
He was as gixxl as any Kumar Shanu 
(Aashiqui) or Udit Narayan (DU), going 
great guns so far, but do they have that 
something that Kishore Kumar or Manna 
Dey or Hemant Kumar had? Will they go 
that far or will another dime-a-dozen Jolly 
Jhumritalaiyawalas take over in the next 
few films? These are days of tinsel tiaras 
and rolling trophies. All so transient. And 
everyone is available for a song. 

Says Kalyanji, spokesman of the veter¬ 
an Kalyanji-Anandji duo: “Most of them 
have kuchh na kuchh talent. There is 
^mething in their voice, some quality. It 
is not that just about anyone can enter the 
line. If they don’t have some quality at 
least, they just don't last.” If the part 
music director of a recent musical hit, 
Tridev, sounds apologetic, he can be for- 


Cover; Anuradha Paudwal and Amit Kumar by 
Durgaprasad; Udit Narayan by Tapas K. Day 



Sudesh Bhosle: Mimic turned singer 


given. Kalyanji-Anandji almost swore by 
Lata, Mukesh and Kishore, and couldn’t 
do much for their talented back-up youn¬ 
ger brother. Babla. or his ear-splitting sin¬ 
ger-girl friend, Kanchan, despite some 
breaks. Something very similar to what 
happened to Shar^ of Shankar-Jaikishan 
fame. She got all the breaks that a singer 
could dream of, but Sharda doesn’t Kye g 
here anymore, does she? ^ 

Kalyanji-Anandji tried to train many raw | 
singers, Sadhana Sargam and Alka Yagnik p 


among them, but couldn’t do pretty much, 
and the times overtook them. t<Ki. If 
Tridev kind of brought them back, it’s still 
■ a secret; that film is best knowm for 
Kalyanji’s Son, Viju Shah, who came up 
with that Oye oye ditty giving a shot in the 
arm to Amit Kumar, one of the few coni- 
pleat singers we have today, and threw up 
new find Sapna Mukherjee (who had ear¬ 
lier done K-.A’s Jaanbaz). 

Anand-Miknd, the top-of-the-heap sons 
of late music director Chitragupt, current¬ 
ly basking in tiie glory ol Qavamat 6e 
Qayaimt Tak and DU, were however less 
defensive. “The new singers are doing 
well, though .some of them don’t have the 
■originality ol the earlier ones.” They 
quickly add a plus pomt though. “Hut they 
are ciniperative and punctual." 

Vihat of the singer.s themselves? Anur¬ 
adha Paudwal. the queen bee, oi should 
we say Su|K*riassette Smger, is talented 
no doubt even if she is a bit of a Lata clone, 
down to the monopoly busines.s. But the 
cassette boom, or more precisely the (iul 
shan Kumar takeover of the ^n music 
industry, made her a name to reckon with 
and with her recent .Aashiqui and DU the 
Paudwal Pruiciple has come into play. 

There is no question of “filling the slot” 
of I^ta, as she protests, becau.se “Lata is 
I-ata just as Noorjehan was Noorjelian”. 
Adds Anuradha; “I don’t know wliat people 
mean by filling her slot. This is not a sahzj 
bazaar”. She points out that times have 
changed and I.ata came at a time “when 
film music was at its peak, now people can 
listen to the music without seeing the 
film.” She cites the example of (julshan 
Kumar’s Jeena Teri Gali Mem which was 
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released two years ago. “I don’t know how 
many people have seen the film or video, 
but they have heard the cassette.” 

A nother singer who justifies her posi¬ 
tion today is Kavita Knshnamurthy: 
she is versatile, characteristic, has great 
range and depth ahd, most important, she 
is no one's clone. Kavita took some time 
to get noticed, but came back with a voice 
matured perfectly. Her first hit song. Turn 
se mil kar, from lyarjbukta Nahiii was as 
different from Hawa hawaii (Mr India) as 
chalk from cheesecake. The versatility 
shows in the title song of Kanna and the 
latest Jumma chooma de de (Hum), too. 
Says Kavita smugly. ”1 have a place in the 
playback scene. I am not in the rat race.” 
If she shows any immaturity, it is in lines 
like these, not in the lines she sings so far. 

Her funima partnei, Sudesh Bhosle, 
being touted, as the Voice of Amitabh 
Bachchan ever since th»* song began blar¬ 
ing from the rtwftops, doesn’t come as a 
surprise though. He is a mimic, in fact, and 
it is anyone’s guess how long mimics 
turned singers can last. Of course, fortu- 

Mohd Aziz: Flattering by imitation 
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Udit Narayan: Papa, here 1 come! 

nately for him, music runs in the family and 
it was Asha Bhosle who took a likmg for 
him and introduced him to people who 
matter. Zalzala, his first film, came in 
1987; four years later, it seems he has got 
a career in playback singing going. So tar, 
so g(Kxl. Sudesh admits, l&e most of the 
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others do, that this generation of singers 
“just cannot be compared to the earlier 
singers”. While everyone had more time 
on their hands to work out something good 
earlier, says Sudesh, "today, a song can 
be recorded in a matter of five minutes”. 
The ‘instant’ -syndrome ail over again, the 
phataphat world. 

No one proves this syndrome better 
than Sapna Mukheijee whose style of sing¬ 
ing is so superficial that a wag called it 
“surfing as opposed to deep-sea diving” of 
the earlier singers. You get plenty of 
splash now, and previously playback sing¬ 
ing wa.sn’t a spectator sport. But Sapna is 
one of those who scores a hit every now 
and then and stays in the running. An old 
hand in the film music industry, struggling 
to describe her, says, “Sapna can sing that 
disco type of song well. She is also very 
lucky. Every year she manages one hit.” 
After Feroz Khan gave her the break in 
Jaanbaz, she did a star turn in Tridev, and 
has some important films up her designer 
sleeve. “I want people to say I have niy 
own style of singing,” says Sapna, “and 
not something that is a copy.” She was of 
course making bold to hit out at the clones 
in the business, “some of whom have 
made a success out of copying voices of 
the greats”. 

One of the popular clones (of Rafi) was 
Mohd Aziz, who has since then left the 
other carbon copies of the master, Shabbir 
Kumar and Anwar in particular, far behind 
in the race for the rainbow’s end. It was 
Amitabh Bachchan again whose luck he 
rode (very much like Sudesh Bhosle now); 
Annu Malik gave Aziz his big break in 
Mard after another music director, llsha 
Khanna, prevailed upon Malik to try him 
out. 

“I know some people will dub me a 
clone but 1 chcwise to say something here.” 
says Aziz. ‘To make a mark one needs to 
sing like one of the greats. People’s ears 
are so attuned to the greats that if all of a 
sudden a newcomer sings originally, the 
listeners might ‘ban’ him! If you notice 
carefully, I^taji tried to sing like Noor 
jehan in the earlier stage of her life, later 
she developed into the model singer Lata 
Mangeshkar.” 

Kumar Shanu is another clone, this one 
of Kishore Kumar. Already preening and 
strutting about after the Aasniqui success, 
Shanu says in his star-like manner; “I was 
dubbed a Kishore clone early in my career. 

I knew it would not be easy to make it. 
Most of the music directors refused to 
give me a chance. No one would even try 
me out.” Today, even though he is riding 
hi^ with the banner of Kishore Kumar, he 
is ill great demand. Aashtqui and all that. 

For someone who was a Lata clone, but 
tried to be different, Alka Yagnik did meet 
with some success in that horrendous 
number. Mere angane mein (Laawaris), 










' but many “hits" later, met with the Paud- 
wal Principle and saw the senior smger 
replace her in the final version of a DU 
^ sung! In between, you see, she had done 
an Ek. do, teen (Tezaab) and already she 
talks condescendingly of “not (being) part 
of the rat race”. 

Talking of clones, Vijay Benedict who 
hit upon a chartbuster in Disco Dancer and 
Kasam Paide Kamc Wale Ki by replacing 
Kishore Kunuir at the lltli hour in B. 
Subhash’s former film, on tlie insistence of 
Bappi Lahiri, says: “These clones are not 
going to last long. 1 am proud of my origi¬ 
nality. I may not be as successful right 






Kavita Krishnamurthy; In her own place 


Alka Yagnik: What number now? 

now, but my expiry date will lie beyond 
theirs." 

Bappi Lahiri, who is the new generation 
music director, himself agrees that "Lata 
and Asha have an unrivalled place, a quali¬ 
ty that the new lot can never match". And 
so does Raamlaxman, the man who lan¬ 
guished lor a while before churning out a 
record breaker last year in Maine Pyar 
Kiya (incidentally with oldies like Lata and 
S.P. Balasubramaniam being lipped by the 
latest teenyboppers, Bhagyashree and 
Salman Khan). “There are a lot of new 
singers," says he. f'but there are certain 
inelodies only Lata and Asha can sing.” 

Anil Grover with Lekha Rananani 
Robin Roy and Susmita Mukherjee 
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All inlorroatiOR given 
fin ite pages is 
accurate at tne time of 
going to press 


Rfc:c;UI,AR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Daddy: HiikI ((ianc.sh Chandra 
Avenue, 274259)--4 shows. 

> Anupam Khcr plays the title 
role of an alcnhobr father in this 
Mahesh Bhatl him. Also stamnj; 
are Pooja Bhatt, Manuliar Singh, 
Soni Kazdan, Neena (iupta and 
Avtar (jill. The music is by Kajesh 
Koshaii. 

• Farishtay; P-aradise (Bentinck 
Street: 285442), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 244822), 
Naaz (Lower Chitpur Road; 

Ckivlnda and Shllpa Shirodkar in Hum 




Richard Gere and Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman 




277273), Prabhat (Chitt.'iranjan 
Avenue; 390762), Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552200), Khanna (APC 
Road; 552932), Chhaya (APC 
Road; 351382). Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Indva (In- 
dra Roy Road; 4717.57), Pnya 
(Rashbehari Avenue; 464440), 
Madlmban (Regent Park). 

A him by Anil Sharma, starring 
Dharmendra, Vinod Khanna. 
Sridevi. Rajnikant, Jaya Prada, 
Kuibhushan Kharbanda and 
Sadashiv Amrapurkar. The music 
is by Bappi Lahiri. 

• Hum: Orient (Bentinck Street. 
281917), Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhaduri Street; 552270), 
Basusree (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
484808). 

Directed by Mukul S. Anand, 
the film stats me^star Amitabh 
Bachchan along with Rajnikant, 
Govinda, Kimi Katkar, Deepa 
Sahi, Shilpa Shirodkar. Danny De- 
nzongpa, Anupam Kher, Romesh 
Sharma, Aimu Kapoor, Shammi 
and Kader Khan. The mu.sic is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Patthar Ke Phool: Metro 
(Chowringhec Road; 280141), 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266), Moonlifdit (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 254956), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551315), Menoka 
(Sarat Chatterjee Avenue; 
410417), Grace (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 391090), Jagat (APC Road; 
365108), Ragini (Behaghata Main 
Road; 363264). 

A love story, starring Salman 
Khan and debutante Raveena Tan- 
doa The film is directed by Anant 
Balani and the music is by Ram 


Laxman. 

• Pyar Ka Devta: Roxy 
(Chownnghee Place; 2841.‘18)—4 
shows. 

Directed by K Baiiaiah and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
the cluef attractions of this film are 
Mithun Chakraborty, Madhun Dix¬ 
it, Rupa Ganguly, Shakti Kapoor, 
Moushumi Chaltei)ee and Kader 
Khan. 

• Sanam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 242664) -4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni olav the lead. Others co- 
starring are new-find Kanchan, 
Puneel Issar, Pankaj Dheer, Dan¬ 
ny and Pran. The fUm is direrted 
by Saawan Kumar and the music is 
by Mahesh-Kishor. 

• Saugandh: Ehte (S.N. Baner- 
ice Road; 241383)-^ 4 shows. 

A film by Raj Sippy, starring 
Raakhee, Akshay Kumar, Shantqi- 
riya, Mukesh Khanna, Pankaj 
Dheer and Rupa Ganguly. The 
music is by Anand Milind. 


Bengali Films 


• Kagajer Nauko: Praclii 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Dose 
Road; 271282), Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani; .558080)—3 shows. 

iJirocted by Sekhar Sarkar and 
with miisic by Chandan 
Roychoudhury, the cast includes 
Anil Chatterjee, Manoj Mitra, 
Jayasree Sen. Dilip Roy, Piyali 
Chatteijec, Bimal Dev, Kalyani 
Adhikari and Pradip Ghosh. 

• Sadharan Meye (A): Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553045), Puma 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 474567)— 
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2.30, 5.30, 8. IS. 

Tapas Paul, Deba&hree Roy, 
Rupa Ganguly, Kali Banerjre, 
Madhabi Mukhenee. Huma Khan, 
SaluJa Chadda and Swamp Dutta 
are the chief attractiona. The film 
IS directed by Samit Bhanja and the 
music IS by Kanu Bhattacharya. 


Spcciiil kveiit'. 


3 March onwards: 3 pm • 7 
pm 

An exhibition of .ShuijpuMn 
na's pamliiigs and drawings, till 
Miirch 10 

At Artagf (6/1A I’alin AsMiut. 
473284/2‘)06971 

3-S March 

An exhibition of Kaiii Kuinat’s 
icicnt drawuigs and paintings 
At Chitrakoot Art (iaileiv '!>.'> 
(lanahiit Road 7‘),'i.tl4) 

3-8 March: 3 pm - 8 pm 
An exhibition ol jiaintings by 
hive Painteis in the Noith (/allerv 


At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284302) 

3 March: 7 pm 

Rays Cultuial Soiicty prcM-nts 
Guaishta (siripled by Gul/ai), 
featuring KtSintllah Khan. Anijad 
Ah Khan, Zakii Hussain, Birju 
Maharai and Jag)it Smgh 

At Agn Horticultural (>ardins 
(Alipoie Road) 

4 As March: 6 pm 

To mark tlie golden jiibik-e ot 
Suchitra Mitra's singing lateei, 
.Sarathi piesenls two evenuigs of 
songs, recitutKiii, play reading and 
danre, featuring Saiitidev Clvish, 
Kamka Bandopadhyay, Siiihitia 
Mitia, Subinoy Roy, Dwijeii 
Mukhrriee, Slimitia Sen, Niren 
dianath Chaktaboitv, Dibvcnde 
Palit Aighya Sen, Purba Dam. 
BaniTagoie, Siinanda Mukheriee. 
Parlha and (>oun (ibosli, Sarmis 
tha Chaiteiyec Kekha Maitra and 
others on 4th, and Suihitra Mitra, 


Uhiten Bose, Snkumai Ctiallcr 
jee, Pramita MuUick, Roma Man 
dal, Rhaswati Muklieiyee. Purba 
Dam, 1‘iadip (jhosh. Niladiisekhai 
Bose, Bratati Baneqcc, I'Niumitra 
Mitra, Parlha Mukheiyee and 
artiste > of Sarathi on Stii Also a 
documentary on Suchitra Mitia will 
be screened 

At Kabindra badan iC.ilheiltal 
Road. .>«<W7H) 

3 March: 7 pm 

Rangakarmee presents its 
latest Hindi play, Varna (I lie 
Women) compnsinp three short 

K Uys by Danofo-Fiama Rame and 
ertolt Bu-cht and adapted ind 
tianslated in Hindi by Usha Ciangu 
li Ihiei ted by Bibhas Lhakiabor 
ty the pkiy stais DsKi (>anguli 
yvith Oin Pareek as the co a< loi 
Lights lapa' Sen Costume de 
sign Sohag Sc-n 

At Sisii Mancha (1 AJC Bose 
Road) 


7 March: 6 pm 

Youth Guild, Uraupadi and the 
cultural department of the USSR 
consniHt'* general in Calcutta pre¬ 
sent an (fdisM dance recital by 
Sikaia Mohanty 

At (icrky Sadan (3 Gorky Ter¬ 
race 472791'.S407) 

7 March: 6.30 pm 

Nandikai »ill stage S^mkhapur- 
ei Suk.m]a direrted by Ruifrapra- 
sad Sengupla 

At Academy of Fine Aits 

8 March. 6..3C pm 

P.idntik Music Cucle presents a 
sitai recital by Prof Subroto 
Koychowdhuiy 

At Padalik Little Theatre- (6/7 
AJC Bose Road. 446087) 

9 March: S.30 pm 

A seiiunar on ‘Study of Folk 
Thcatie m Western Rc-gxin of In¬ 
dia', orgaiused by Bharat 

At Bit la Aiademy (1()8-109 
Soulhem Avenue, 46784,V'«02) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival «id dspaitura tlmM aim for Caleiitta. ngurM In braekwt* 
danotatha days, 1 baing Monday. 


Pr infd hwo todw ragular Indian AlilinM aohodola. 
TMais, kownvar, aubl^ to ehanga. Poaaongoriafo 
■dvisad to koop trade of announeomonta mada by 
Indian Alrflnaa in tha prooa. Far aaalatanoa, thay 
may aontaet 201848, 282888, 288888, M24f7, 
888433. 889841/2/3/4/8 and 888833. _ 


lnti?rnational 


Calcutta-Bom bay-Lonaon-New 
York: Dep (2) Al-101 at 0230 
Bombay-Calcutta-Banghok- 
Tokvo: Arr (5) Al-306 at 1915 
Dep (5) Al-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-BangkoK-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Ar' (6) AI-309 at 1910. 
Dep (6) AI-309 at 2025 
Lonoain-Dalhi-Calcutta: Arr '(7) 
At-132/1328 at 1230 

* Moscow-Shariah-Calcutta' Arr 
(4) SU-537 at 1625 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moaoow. 
Dep (4) SU-538 at 1825 

* Moscow-Taahkant-Karachl- 
Caleutta-Hanol: Air (2) SU-641 
at 0755. Dep (2) SU-541at0905 

* Hanoi-Calcutta-Karachl 
Tashkent-Moccow. Arr (2) SD- 
542 at 1755, Dep (2) SU-542 at 
1905 

Calcutta-Amman: Dep (5) RJ- 
185 at 0630 

Amman-Catcutta: An (4) RJ- 
184 at 0800 

Caloutta-SIngapora: Dep (2) 
SQ-416 at 1130 and Dep (4) SQ- 
420 at 1310 

Singaporo-Calcutta. Arr (2) SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4) SQ-420 at 
1210 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep (2,4,7) 
IC-731 at 0900. Dep (1.3, 6) TG- 
314 at 1355 

Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr (2.4, 7) 
IC-732 at 1500, Arr (1. 3, 6) T6- 
313 at 1240 

Catcutta-Kathmandu: Dep (2.4, 
7) K>747 at 1600, Dep (1. 5) 
RA-214 at 1530 

Kathmamtu^^alcutta: Arr (2, 4. 
7) IC-748al 1930 Arr (1.5) HA- 
213 at 1430 

Caleutta-Ohaka: Dep (3. 6) IC- 
723 at 1340, Dep (dally) BG-092 
at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935 


Dhaka-Calcutta; Arr (3. 6) 1C 
724 at 1600, Arr (daily) BG-091 at 
1140 and BG-093 at 1855 
Calcutta-Chittagong; Dap (2 5) 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chlttagong-Catcutta: Arr (2 5) 
BG-6g7 at 1910 

Caicutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB-106 
dt 0900, Arr (2) KB 105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Calcutla-Bombay: Dep (2) Al- 
101 at 0230 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr (1) Ai-1328 
at 1230 

Calcutta-Daltil; Dep (daily) IC- 
402 at 1730 and IC-263 at 0700. 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 
264 at 2235 

Calcutta-Bombay. Dep (daily) 
IC-273 at 2000 and IC-176 at 0850, 
Arr (daily) IC-17Sat07S0andlC- 
274 at 1850 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep (daily) 
IC-765 at 1700, Arr (daily) IC-766 
812210 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep (daily) 
IC-771 at 0610, Arr (daily) IC-772 
at 1200 

Oalhi-Lucknow-Patna-RaimhI- 
Calcutta: Arr (daily) IC-409 at 
1545 

Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Uicknow-Delhl: Dep (daily) IC- 
410 at 0905 

Calcutta-Quwahati: Dep (daily) 
10229 at 1340, Dep (1. 3. 5. 6) 
IC-729 at 0800. Arr (daily) IC-230 
at 1630. Arr (1.3. 5,6) IC-730at 
1100 

Calcutta-Agartala; Dep (dally) 
10743 at 1330, Dep (3. 5. 6, 7) 


IC-241 at 0700. Dep (1 2. 4) IC- 
241 at 0700. Arr (daily) IC-744 at 
1600, Arr (3 5. 6 7) IC-242 at 
1350, Air (1i2.4) IC-242 at 0900 
(iaIeutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep (1) iC-287 at 0530, Arr (1) 
10-288 at 1220 

Caicutia-Poit Blair. Dep (2, 4, 

6) IC-285 at 0530, Arr (2. 4. 6) 
10286 at 1000 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh/Oep (daily) 
IC-201 at 1400. /^r (daily) iC-202 
at 1730 

Caleulta-Bagdogra: Dep (daily) 
IC-221 attlOO. Arr (daily) IC-222 
at 1320 

Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep (2. 3. 4, 5 7) tC- 
213 at 0600. Arr.(2, 3 4, 5, 7) 
IC-213 at 0955 

Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal; Dep 
(daily) IC-255 at 1050 Arr (daily) 
IC-2S6 at 1530 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar: Dep (1, 
2. 4, 7) IC-269 at 1650 Arr (1, 2 
4. 7) IC-270 at 1910 
Calculta-Bhubanaewar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep (3 5,6) 10269 
at 1650, Arr (3. 5, 6) IC-270 at 
2040 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-Dimapur: 

Dep (1, 3, 5, 7) IC-219 at 0840, 
Arr (1,3,5, 7) IC-220at1320 
Catcutta-Hyderabad; Dap (1. 2 

7) IC-277 at 1746, Arr (1. 2, 7) 
I027S at 2215 

Calcutta-Vlahakapatnam- 

MsdrarDep (1.2,4.6) lC-542at 
0700, Arr (1, 2. 4, 6) lC-54t at 
0915 


Calcutta-Imphal: Dep (2. 4, 6) 
IC-2S9 at 1330, Arr (2, 4, 6) IC- 
260 at 1610 

KngNBiDOtlBMMngMni 

Calcutta-Agartala-Imphal: Dep 

(1.3.5) PF-727at05M,Arr (1,3, 

5) PF-72eat1120 
Calcutla-Agartala-Sllchar; Dep 

(7) PF-729A at 0550, Arr (7) PF- 
730A at 1050 

Caicutta-Shillong-Guwahati- 
Calcutta; Dep (1 3.5. 7) PF-701 
at 1140 Arr (1 3,5,7) PF-702at 
1615 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallakhahar-Agartala-Caleutta: 

Dep (2,4,6) PF-729at0650,Arr 

(2.4.6) PF 730 at 1040 
Calcutla-Silchar-Shlllong- 

Guwahati-Sllctwr-Calcutta: Dep 
(2 4 6) PF-701 at 1100. Arr (2 4 

6) PF-702at1715 
Caimitta-Rourkata: Dep (1,3,5) 
PF 715 at 0600, Arr (1, 3, 5) PF- 
716 at 0855 

Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Ulabarl-Olbrugarh-Tazu: Dep (2, 
6) PF-709 at 0815, Arr (2,6) PF- 
710 811840 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-Dimapur- 
Jorhat-Ulabarl-Olbrugarh: Dep 
(4) PF-709 at 0815 Arr (4) PF- 
710 at 1750 

CalCMtta-Ouwahati-Otmapur- 

Jorhat-Lllabarl-Oibrugarh-Tazu: 

Dep (7) PF-709 at 0600, Arr (7) 
PF-710 at 1705 

Calcutta-Alzewl-Silchar- 
Guwahati; Dep (i 3. 5, 7) PF- 


* No tralllc rights on (fakaitta-Shariah-Calcuns and Catoutta-Karachi-Tashkant-Calouna 
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PF-706 at 0915; Arr. (1. 3. 5, 7); 
PF-706 at 1620. 
CateutUhAgarM; Dap. (1, 3, 
6): PF-729Aat 1130; Arr. <1, 3, 
5): PF-730A at 1410. 


Calautla-Alzawl>Agartala> 
Catoutta: Dap. (2,4.6): PF-705 
at 0010 and PF-72eB 1310; 
Arr. (2.4,6); PF-Toe at 1255 and 
PF-730B at 1655. 



4.6): PF- 717 at 0550; Arr. (2.4, 
6): W-718 at 0745. 
Cateutta^^oooii Batar: Dap. 
(2,4,6, 7): PF-707 at 0600; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6. 7): PF-70e at 0665. 


rr.'iiiis 


Dapartura EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up Tima 

2311 19^ 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


Dapartura 


Dalhl-Kalka Mall 
Amrltaar Mail 
Bombay Mall via Allahabad 
Mr-Cond. (Naw Dalhl) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-VaranasI 
Dap—Tuas, Thurs & Sat. 
Arr—Wad. FrI. A Sun. 
Alr-Cond. (Naw DaM) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 
Dap-Mon. Wad. Frt. & Sun. 
Arr—Mon. Tuaa. Thurs. & Sat. 
Raidhanl Expraaa 5 days a 


Dap—Mon. Tuas. Thurs. Fri. & 
Sun. 

Arr—Tuas. Wad. Thurs. .Sat. 8 
Sun. 

Hbnglrl (Jammu-Tawi) Ex- 
waas Tri-Wkly 
(}sp—Tuas. Fri. 8 Sat. 

Arr—Tun. Wad. 8 Sat. 
Purbanchal (OoralilqMir) Ex- 
oran 

bap—Mon. 8 Thurs. 

Arr—Thurs. 8 Mon. 

Doon Expran via Grand 
Chord 

Udaywi Abha Toofan Ex- 
pian via Main Lina 

DsMil Bxpian via Main Lins 
Lucknow Expran 
MHhHa Expran 

Kamrup (Quwahati) Expms 
Black Diamond Ei^iau 
CoaHMd Expma 
Aaanaol Expran 
Danapur Expran 

Jmiialpur Trt-wMy Eiqtraaa' 
Dap—Tun. Thurs. 8 Sat 
Arr—Mon. Thurs. 8 Sat. 

Santinifcotan Expran 

SMpra (Indora) Expran 

Dai^Tun. 8 Wad. 

Arr—Sat. 8 Sun. 

BhakHpunI (Cliopan) Ex- 


2650 22-35 


2652 22-35 


2674 22-35 


Dap 8 Arr—Mon. 8 Fri. 
Gorakhpur Expran 
Dap 8 Arr—Sunday 


26t0 22-35 


— 14-10 


80UTHCA8TERN 

RAILWAY 


Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
Oltanlafi (Bombay) bipran 
Ahmadabad Expran 
Bombay Expran via Nagpur 
Coromandal (Madras) Ex- 


Battgalora Expran 

Dap—Tun 
An^—Sun. 

Tata Staal Expran 
lapat Expran 
Sambalpur Emrau 
Ranchi HaUa Expms 
Purl Expran Via Cuttack 
Jagannath (Purl) Expran Via 
Naraj 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex- 

pfWR 

Ent Coast (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
pran 

Purulla Expran 
Dap—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 
Guwahatl - Howrah • Trivan¬ 
drum Cantral Expran 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Cantral«Hoanah 
• Guwahatl Expran 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Guwahatl Weakly Expran 
(via Viukhapatnam 8 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Guwahatl-Coohin Harbour 
Terminus weakly Expran 
(via Howrah 8 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supailast Expran (via 
Visakhapatnam 8 Madm) 
Dap—Fri. 8 Sun 
Arr—Tuaa. 8 Fri. 
Guwahati-Bangalora City 
Weakly Expran (via Howran 
8 CutUck) 

Wednesday only 
Bangalors CIty-Guwahall 
Waamy Expraaa (via Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Expran (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochin Harbour Tamilmie- 
Patna VIMakly Expran (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


Tima 

On 

7-00 

6004 

84)0 

8001 

15-05 

2859 

505 

8033 

15-50 

8029 

11-50 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 


8006 

8016 

530 

8006 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2022 

14-K 

8046 

11-20 

8018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 


13-45 2673 


22-15 — 


13-45 2609 


3143 19-00 Dariaoling Mall 8-45 3144 

3153 21-40 Gout Enron 6-15 3154 

3151 11-20 Jammu-T)mrl Expma 16-30 > 3152 

3103 18-20 BhagirathI (LaIgMa) Expran 10-25 3104 

5185 12-40 ChhSm Exotan TH-waokly 4-30 5166 


Chhawta Expraaa TThmakly 
Dap 8 All—Wad. Fri. 8 Sun. 


ENQUIRIES: For round the Mock bttormatlon of Eastern Rpllway 
trains, pla n a dial 208845-54 (or in-comlriB trains; 20 36 36-44 (Or 
alt ether Intormathm. For Information about raaorvatlona on 
Eaaiam and South Eaatam Rallwnya trains, dial 203800 (from 8 
am to 0 pm on waakdaya and 8 am to 2 pm on Sunctaya and 
gazattad holidays). 
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Kbiifhion 



MASK CONFUSKWI Sm H you can find 20 or mora maaka In tha 
drawing abova. Turn paga avary which way to find tham. 


a DROP-INS' Drop first letter of each capitalized word to 
■fill blank 1. The SOIL held - . 2. Let’s BORE for —. 3 
The CHAIR is filled with — 4. The SAMPLE is —. Now, 
try making up some 



CAN VOti TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least six dHler- 
ancas in drawinp details between top and bottom panalc. How 
quickly can you ftnd them? Check answers with thcwa below 

WHtuM SI WH '9 'Muoqs ^ ung t tuissiu « uoeste 

a j*ll«u«iil»<>OMS S 'ttunsiuisiduisuoiinB S Jsiiswssjpnoio rsiouajajdo 


BURIED POETS SOCIETVI 

Names of British poets Gray. 
Moore, Byron, Pope, Dryden, Gay, 
Keats and Hemans appear amorig 
consecutive letters of this vintage 
verso 

The sun is darting rays of gold 
Upon the moor, enchanting 
epot. 

Whose purple heights by Ronald 
loved, 

Up open to his shepherd cot. 
And eundry denizens of air. 

Are flying, aye each to his nest; 
And eager make at such an hour 

All baste to reach the mansions 
Mast. 

c,uiam pui) noA ueD 


• 21 SKIDDOOl Four 
shidod numbors in tho L* 
sbapad cluttor boiow total 
21. Quieldy-'in two mi> 
nutas or l«|a—asa if you 
can find at laaat four mora 
L-shapad foursomea totall' 
ing 21 similarly. 

L's may be in any posi¬ 
tion, short side up, down, 
left or right. 

Remember, you are 
asked to find {ust four 
answers. 

iw scur B$tJ 

KZ9 soi;i|i4'Sf»'nd )U toqumu « |o inO:;| 




HEADS UP! BMy rtoM S* or Ihooo bighom ohoop will bo oft to M^^ior 
pleoss. Colors: 1—Red. 2—LL bhis. 3—Yellow. 4—Lt. brown. S—Lt. 
gray. •—Ok. gi a e n . 7—Ok. brawn. B—Ok. purple. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
letters In the word betew to term 
two comploto words: 

TRANSFER 


THEN scoc# 7 points ooch for off 
words of four lottors or more 
found among fho ioNers. 

Try to score at lasst W paints. 
■um 'me tuaAwe s w esa u 
































11th Qutthon: What unusual "pollution 
tax” was racantly imposad in Indonesia? 
^ushil Poddar, 122A Southern Avenue, 
Calcutta 700029) 

Ana: A tax $106 a month on every 
prostitute in Indonesia’s East Timor Pro¬ 
vince by the local authorises to discourage the flesh 
market which is ‘polluting’ the local soci^ 



Uf tth which Greek gods 
VW were the ivy and the 
laurel associated,” asks 
Chandan Bagchi, Calcutta, 
who also gives the answers 
"Bacchus and Apollo, re¬ 
spectively ” 

Here are more details 
The evergreen ivy was 
sacred to Bacchus, and it 
used to be planted outside a 
tavern to indicate that wine 
was available within An ear¬ 
lier name for Bacchus or 
Dionysus may have been 
Kfssos or Cissos, the ancient 
name for ivy and the deity is 
often portrayed wearing an 
ivy wreath In one legend, 
Kissos is the name of a 
nymph who danced at a 
Dionysian festival with such 
zest and abandon that she 
collapsed and expired at the 
feet of the god who, in his 
grief and melancholy, 
changed her into the lively 
and wgorous ivy As a sym¬ 
bol of fidelity, a wreath of ivy 
was formally presented to a 
newly mam^ couple at 
Greek weddings, its twining 
properties symbolised the 
union of the couple 
Ivy has long had a mourn¬ 
ful and magical context, 
qualities that were combined 
in the convictions of the 
priests of Jupiter, who be¬ 
lieved that contact with ivy 
could put them Into prophetic 
trances The healing prop¬ 
erties of ivy include its repu 
tatlon for curing drunken¬ 
ness, preventing intoxica¬ 


tion, easing corns, skin 
rashes and a running nose, 
even ivywood was thought to 
be advantageous when used 
for dnnking vessels 
although ivy is in fact poiso¬ 
nous, and It IS probably this 
which caused ivy to be re¬ 
garded as a magic plant and 
Its reputation as a protection 
against evil, as, indeed, it 
was long before Chnstmas 
was celebrated with ivy as a 
decoration, it could also 
account for stones of wor¬ 
shippers of Bacchus chew¬ 
ing Ivy leaves to cause a 
state of frenzy, and perhaps 
also for Its reputation as an 
aid to inspiration 
The laurel was sacred to 
Apollo because Daphne, 
whom he was pursuing 
changed into a laurel tree 
(according to Ovid), it is a 
favourite tree for making 
wreaths for athletic victors, - 
and those who tnumph in 
other fields, and the Greeks 
regarded the laurel as hav¬ 
ing oracular powers, while 
the leaves either chewed or 


inhaled as smoke were be¬ 
lieved to assist inspiration At 
Delphi a seer would hold a 
laurel bough, and those 
seeking to learn what the fu 
ture held often wore a sprig 
of laurel Occultists burnt 
laurel for its power during in¬ 
cantations and sometimes 
saw omens in the way laurel 
crackled and burnt Laurel 
beneath the pillow at night is 
said to cause the sleeper to 
dream of the future Laurel 
was also regarded as protec 
tive against bad spirits and 
against sorcery, and the 
Greeks not only carried it ab 
out with them for this pur¬ 
pose, but also fixed it over 
their houses to keep away 

g hosts More recently it was 
elieved to act as a barrier 
against witchcraft and its 
place in the equipment of the 
sorcerer and white witch is 
secure so long as supersti 
tion lives 

AnandA Alsisaria writes 
from Jamtara 

‘The Youth Relief Society 


organised a subdivisional 
level quiz in which 13 teams 
took part In the final we saw 
Krishnanand Nannolia at his 
best as the quizmaster His 
witty )okes, perfect control 
over the whole programme 
and self-confidence made 
the quiz a grand success A 
highly involved audience 
was witness to this ctosely 
fought quiz TeamAof JBC 
High School comprising 
Nira) Singh and Anand 
Singh, finally emerged win¬ 
ners and were awarded the 
SDM Jamtara Shield The 
success of this first ever 
programme of its kind at 
Jamtara and the positive af 
ter effect can be taken as a 
lesson by similar other cen 
tres as a means to enhance 
awareness among stuflente 
and other people 

A quiz report from Burd- 
wan 

Belut Evergreen Asso¬ 
ciation of Burdwan orga¬ 
nised a Superquiz as part of 
Its annual programme 
Altogether eight teams 
turned up mostly college 
students “Ivith three persons 
per team Eventually the 
team of Kaushik Biswas, Su 
lata Chakraborty and Sam- 
bhu Pal edged out the others 
to clinch the title The quiz 
was ably conducted by Ra- 
menRoy Sheikh Abdur Rab 
and Sabyasachi Dey A 
sensible audience provided 
stimulus to the teams 
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Roland Joffe’s film, The City of Joy, rolls on amidst controversy and 


colour. Here are two shots of Patrick Swayze, the star of Dirty Dancine 


and Ghosts, on Sudder Street 


Photographs: Tulu Das 













USE IffiDIKER INSTEAD TO REMOVE UCE. 


That same lice comb, every 
single day. It’s agony for 
your little daughter. It 
causes scalp abrasions, 
weakens the roots 
of her hair. 

And doesn’t get all the lice 
out after all. Try Mediker 
every Sunday, and it’s a 



Mediker 


totally different story. 

Simply work up a gentle 
lather, wash it off after 
three minutes and repeat 
the procedure. Comb out 
the lice onto a towel, 
u»ng an ordinary comb. Now 
you decide what soft hair 
needs. The lice comb or Mediker. 


Don’t use the lice comb. Only Mediker...every Sunday; 


everast/B(VF>6/282 Rl 







^ A^JUiA 4^^0Wl f^i^oAi^yCX^ 

'iwuLt^ MA^*t utfc^ ti^. 

Tb be optimistic is indeed a positive attitude Especially about the future Record sales. Higher 
profitability. Better working conditions.. 

But while you look at all the things that should go right, it makes good business sense to 
consider what could go wrong. A riot chat affects your office. A fire in the warehouse. A damaged 
consignment. An accident in the plant. 

At United India, we’ve spent years understanding risk. And how it can be reduced, controlled 
and covered. Because, we believe that the greatest business risk you could ever talm is to igruMe 


the ones you already race. 

Come; csdl on us at any of our 1120 offices. Tbgethee, let’s make risk management wcmIc for you. 


A 

Risk ixuuagement which denotes innovative 
covets, petsonalisckl service artd speedy 

A 








Dressing Down 

Within a space of two 
months, you took the trou¬ 
ble of highlighting the cause 
of those who spend extra¬ 
vagantly on ck)thes. ’Dres¬ 
sing Up in.Disney’ (Octo¬ 
ber 21) and ’Trendsetters- 
’(December 9) speak about 
the vanity and exhibition¬ 
ism we Indians have. Most 
of our countrymen are so 


selves and the rich. 

Rakesh Verma, 

Calcutta 

■ The story provided a 
fresh insight into the pre¬ 
sent fashion scenario. First 
we had the so-called 
fashion explosion, and with 
the advent of fashion insti¬ 
tutes Uke NIFT and SNDT, 
we now have an invasion by 
Indian fashion designers. 



Another Xerxes creation 

poor they can hardly afford 
to buy proper meals for 
themselves, how are they 
going to opt for such ‘fine’c- 
lothes? 

So, please don’t cheat 
the n^jority of Indians and 
help those who are in the 
business only for them¬ 


Undoubtedly, Indian de¬ 
signers and their haute co¬ 
uture are here to stay. 

Pradeep Jain, 

Calcutta 

■ Xerxes H. Bhathena 
dmninated the pictorial part 
of your story on fashion de¬ 


signers. 'The photographs 
accompanying the piece 
were, however,.exceBent. 

Ramesh Pal Tewari, 

Calcutta 

■ llte affluent go by the 
remark of Oscar Wilde, 
“Fashion is what one wears 
oneself, what is unfashion¬ 
able is what others wear.” 
But for the middle-class, 
designer dresses are a far 
cry and they have to satisfy 
themselves with the cheap 
trendy readymades. 

Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

Nc.'t So Inniny 

Rabi Chose (’Bagha Byne’, 
December 22) is one of the 
best actors we have, but he 
should have expressed liis 
views on his seniors like 
Bhanu Banerjee, Jahar 
Roy, Jiben Bose and 
Nabadwip Haider. He was 
also silent on Anup Kumar. 
Shovanial Bakshi, 
Calcutta 

n You should have paid 
this tribute to Rabi Chose 
much before. Seeing his 
face is enough to make us 
laugh. People enjoy his 
attempts to entertain us, 
but no one knows about his 
private life. 

Why did you not give us 
details about his family, 
ambitions and so on? Are 
they not part of the life of a 
“funny” man? 

1 think Satyajit Kay 
should think of making a 
silent film like Pushpak 
with Rabi Chose in the lead 
because he is the only actor 
in Bengal whose face 
speaks volumes. 

R. Verma, 

Calcutta 

■ It is mentioned in the 
article that Grapes of 
Wrath was a Darryl Zanuck 
film. It should have been 
made clear that he was only 
the producer of the film 
which was directed by the 
world famous John Ford 
Mohammed Parvez and 
Sahanaz Zamir, 

Calcutta 


The’Iiele^raph 

10 MARCH 1991 
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A Idok .it the pcdple 
whit wilhoui nm-ssarilv 
confomimg with the svMi-ni 
.still manage to wield a lot ot 
power hi'liirKl the throne. 
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Heiigal's halting 
hi others have done then >lale 
proud. Now Snehasisli and 
Sourav (ianguly have then 
sights set on the Indian cru kel 
leain. 
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High i iolile ediloi 
I'ritish .Nand\ now i (miev 
home to Cakutta for .m 
exhibition ot his poem-. ,iiid 
drawings 
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THE MAVERICKS 



Sharad Pawar 





They are laws unto 


iSSSai 




wntes 


SankarsbanThakur 


• Which minister of state said of a Cabinet 
minister: “He is a vegetable 1 could teve 
for breakfast"? (Maneka Gandhi of 
NQamani Routray soon after he was made 


locus standi to authorise him? (Gttiarat 
chief minister, Chimanbhai Patel, who 
performed a tantalising balancing act 
during the switch-over of governments in 
New Delhi last November by first claiming 
to have V.P. Singh’s support in Gujarat 
and then turning his back on him) 

• Who said: "I am a man of my word ’’? 
(Deputy Prime Minister Devi t.al as 
deputy Prime Minister of V.P. Singh and 
as deputy Prime Minister of Chandra 
Shekhar) 

• Whoever has demanded the banning of 
Tadak Dham Dham ? (lOegitimate 
question.) 


T he question should be: Who will ban 
this tadak dham dham? Phis 
mesmeric comic tragic enigmatic 
parody in real life that goes on unfolding its 
unforeseen patterns woven by dramatis 
personae that defy pr^ktat^ity; 
maveridcs all, after their own fastuon . 
Qve them a minimum set of rules and no 
two win conform. It will be a bit of a 
surprise even if one does. When others’ 
rules are not there, or important enoufdt. 
to be violated, they would be violating 
their own. Tliere aren’t, in fact, any rules, 
not even survival as a government or a 
patty, or else they would not act in tlw 


minister for environment by V.P. Sin^) 

• Which minister says,‘’Chandra Shekhar 
is my leader” and yet finances a group of 
newspapers that was, at least till recently, 
edited by a groupie of Chandra Shekhar's 
arch pootical enemy? (Komal Morarka. 
'The roimder-editor of one of the two 
newspapers he owns, Chauthi Duniya, 
was ^ntosh Bharatiya, Janata Dal MP and 
close associate of V.P. Singh) 

• Who said; “I am a loyal soldier of the 
party ’’? (Om Prakash Chauthala on 
resigning from the chief ministership of 
Haryana after Meham, on becoming chief 
minister two months later, on being forced 
out of chief miiustership a fortnight later 
and on becoming generd secretary of the 
ruling Janata Dal S) 

• fumed and frothed at Chauthala’s 
Mehiun escapades and thought it was 
infra-dig to become minister of state and 
yet later not cmly found hnnself on the 
same si^ as Chautala but also acqtnesced 
quirky after being deprived of his most 
inqwrtant job as minister? (Union finance 
mkiister Ya^want Sinha) 

• Who claims, rather proudly, to have 
been the brain behind preventing the 
Budget even at the cost of great 
embanrassment to his government and 
seething anger among some of his 
coUragues? (Union commerce minister, 
Dr Subramanian Swamy) 

• Whiqh civil servant has turned Mrs 
Indira GaixUii’s notion of “committed 
bureaucracy” into a personal triurnph 
much to the chagrin imd ntortification, 
some- say, of amtemporaries and 
subonfinates in the ratiks? ((Antral 
election coiranissioner, T.N. Seshan) 

• Who told V.P. Sin^: "You be assured, 
I shall help you as much as you helped me 
cm the Ay^ya issue” and joined Chandra 
Shekhar the following day? (Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister, Mukyam Sin^ Yadav, two 
(kys befcne the National Front 
government feB) 

• Who took help from the CkmgressU) to 
save his skfo on the ground that he had 
been auttHwised by tiw Central leader^p 
and then said the (^tral leadership had no 
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manner they often do Devi Lai hauls a 
holstein com, flanks, tail, udders and all 
mto hs aircraft on his way back from the 
funeral of the Norwegian moriarch 
bubramaraan Swamy threatens the Lok 
Sabha Speaker m his own chamber and 
then drafts a petition to undermine his own 
legisiative authonty, in the middle of the 
oil/resource crunch Air Force helicopters 
are sent scurrying half way down the 
subiontment and nirther to ferry film' 
stars, ChauUiala asks the Congressfl) to 
“rnuid Its own business' and to "give 
advice when sought" even as his party 
cravds at R<qiv Gandhi’s feet 

Ihe woid ‘mavetKk’ answers to this 
description that it has no descnpuon at all 
Mavenck was the name of a crazy pilot ui a 
crare of a film called Top Gun He ftew 
umlerbelly up at Mach-4, swooped and 
rose at speeds and angles way beyond 
what the airciaft could take, or was 
supposed to take, violated combat rules 
every tune he took off and made 
thunderous flypasts at ccmtrol towers at 
the nsk of iosmg his ]ob He was a ghost m 
the sky, thou(di a lovable Hdlywood 
ghost Top Gun's sordid parody was 
watching the Gulf War "live on CNN" 
unages ^ the film btended with footage of 
bombers leaving USS Saratoga and USS 
Wisconsin, only the music and the 
romance was gone, the exhilaratuig 
pyrotechnics of Top Gun’s Tom Cruise 
turned mto numbmg pyromanta over 
Bagh^d and Basra 

Tadak Dfum Dham isn't a parody at all 
because the actual parody is the rei^ hve, 
2A hours a day action on the stage named 
India (And, perhaps, like the Gulf War, 
you could ask How long will it last’) 
Lhrector Ramesh Sharma might finally 
prove less mventive than those hm 
puppets seek to mutate His piqipets 
merely mock, these are m the serious 
busuiess of running the nation and are, m 
additKHi to everydung else, also very 
powerful and influential m their own 
transient way 

Subramanian Swamy, for instance, 
takes care of the country’s trade and com¬ 
mercial interests keepmg a hectic itnier- 
ary at home and abroad It is another 
matter though that ccmtroversy follows 
him bke a shadow On his first visit abroad 
as minister Swamy stirred a hcunet's nest 
by meeting his Israeli counterpart This 
provoked a *urore but Swamy remained 
un&zed and unrepentant He was dubbed 
the ‘ mavenck muuster' but he lapped that 
up for be is one of the few people wfto love 
to be called a mavenck Swamy is one of 
Delhi s most active and adept political 
wheeler-dealer He acts as negotiator be 
tween his Pnme Mmister and Riyiv Gan¬ 
dhi a role he guards jealously and has 
been revelluig m smce before Chandra 
Shekhar came to power 



Chandra Shekhar government’s right to 
present a Budget He was also closely 
mvolved with the decision to dismiss die 
DMK government in Tamil Nadu and will 
be loolmg forward to gettmg his piece of 
the pie by securing a partnershg) vnth the 
Om^ssd) and ^ AIADMK Althou^ 
he swears by Chandra Shekhar, Swamy 
has kept his options open and not yet 
merged his Janata Party formally with the 
Janata Dai(S) Thou^ “technical reasons” 
are the ostensible reason for the delay m 
the merger, some bebeve Swamy is bidmg 
tone to see which way things go before he 
decides to dissolve his party His party can 
boast <4 two assets (thou^ Swamy will 
say three, counting himself as the thud 
asset, whidi he pr^bly » because he is 
sharp) the base of Deve Gowda in Kama 
taka and the original “haldhar lasan" sym- 
bd of JP’s Janata Party, which Swamy has 


bent, IS the man feeling most robbed, 
upset at havmg been depnved of the ^ry 
of presenting a Budget It is not tike Smha 
to take things lying down—he was also 
beteved to be upset at the removal of 
D N Ghosh from the chairmanship of 
Larsen and Toubro— but then, the man 
who has a carefiilly groomed media image 
of speaking the voice of his conscience 
has made his compromises What else 
could explain die fact that aftei flaying Om 
Prakash Chauthala's role in Meham (de¬ 
spite his closeness to Chandra Shekhar 
who was even then backing Chautiuda}, he 
dosed ranks mth him and Devi Ld to 
upstage V P Singh A career bureaucrat 
who left the avil service in 1984 to join 
Chandra Shekhar, Smha ra never rash m 
pubbc (defending V P Sngh’s victory in 
1989 on television came as easily to him as 
engineermg the pamstakuig numerical 



coup against hm barely a year later) but 
behind the scenes, he is a hot-headed 
adventurer prepared to take calculated 
risks, tike the one he took by resigning 
from the service. Though currently 
annoyed because of the decision on the 
Budget, Sinha remains a key adviser to the 
Prime Minister on politick and govern¬ 
ment matters and held his own against 
Devi Lai on the issue of subsidies, deliver¬ 
ing cuts amounting to Rs 934 crores on 
ftx^ and fertilisers even though the deputy 
Prime Minister has openly taken a position 
against it. 

K amal Morarka, minister of state in the 
Prime Minister’s office, is another 
one of those who hold their own on spea- 
fic issues although in the larger scheme of 
things he stands firmly by Chandra 
Shel^ar. One of the most couldn’t-care- 
less ministers in the current dispensation, 
he admits with disarming candour that the 
government may not last long. “Our life 
depends upon the Congress(I)'s will and 
what is the point of running away from 
that. And what if we are ousted from 
government? The skies won t falL" At the 
same time, however, Morarka, owner of 
the const^ction firm Gannon and Dunker- 
ly and financier of the Hindi weekly 
Chauthi Daniya and Bombay tabloid, 
AJlemoon Despatch and Courier, is in¬ 
volved full-dme in the task qf keeping the 
government afloat. Becoming a minister 
tas not made a difference either to his 
lifestyle, which was high-flying in any case, 
or to his manner which has remained easy, 
informal and chatty. Close as he is—even 
workwise—to the Prime Minister, he has 
Chandra Shekhar’s ear and is used as a 
sounding board for msoor decision-making. 
One of the additional tasks entrusted to 
him lately was monitoring news program¬ 
mes on Doordarshan. Though he denies it, 
Morarka is part of the inner decision¬ 
making coterie. His nugor piece of advice 
to the Prime Minister recently: don’t ex¬ 
pand the Cabinet just now. 

The minister of state for environment, 
Maneka Gandhi, is another one of those 
couldn't-care-less people. She was re¬ 
ported to be watering plants in her back¬ 
yard the day Devi Lai was shaking the 
V.P. Singh government to its roots last 
July. And the day Devi Lai was booUul out 
of the government, she was overseeing 
the spraying of weedicides in Haryana. 
Maneka Gandhi could not be bothered as 
kmg as she is left alone tq do her job. 
Which, rather than any partisan loyalties, 
is the reason she switch^ sides to Chan- 
(fra Shekhar at the time of the Janata Dal 
split The Arun Nehru/industrial lobby had 
Budoeeded in foisting Nilamani' Roufray as ^ 
Cabinet minister for envfronment and 
Maneka Gandhi found hmaelf bairipad^ 
She did once describe Routray as a j 


“vegetable 1 could have for breakfast*’ but 
realised soon that the old man had teeth, 
albeit borrowed ones from Arun Nehru. 
Her environment courts proposal was stal¬ 
led, the hotel lobby reached over her head 
to secure permission for construction on 
the Goa beaches. Reports oi “brash and 
temperamental behavioiu'” emanated from 
her office, she had several angry ex¬ 
changes with the then environment 


secretary, Mahesh Prasad, who she 
charged wth acting at the behest of Rout- 
ray. She quit. And when the opportunity 
fOT a change presented itself, ste to(jk it 
even against the advice of her circle of 
friends who thought she did not quite be¬ 
long to the Chandra Shekhar-Devi Lai set. 
Maneka Gandhi has a whole world bejtBKl 
politics that belongs to ailing pets and 
wonderous stories for children that even 






Mulayun Singh Yadav: Never eoiharrassed by the notorious company he kec 


adults would 'eriioy. This is not to say, of 
course, that she has no stakes in pcriitics 
but she is in it currently only because she 
thinks she can push her pet subject of 
environmental protection, if not so suc¬ 
cessfully in terms of concrete results, t)»n 
only as a prominent subject on the natic^l 
policy agenda. 

P olicy matters are something that least 
interest a man like Om Prakash 
Chauthala and to give the man his due, he 
ioes not even have any pretensions of 
oeing interested in them, “1 am a humble 
nan," l«e is in the habit of saying, hands 
bkM, "I do ofdy what I am told to do by 
he piuty." Which is far from the truth 
aecause if there is anycme really powerful 
in the Janata Oal(S) or^nisktion—for 
whatever it is worth—it is Om Prakash 
Chauthah. Under Chandra Shekhar he has 
Emerged from the scars of Meham and 
swun^ back to the centrestage as a pow- 
Er unto himself in the ruling party. 
Chaudiala may not have mwh say at the 
~antre where pofficy-formatitsi is con¬ 
fined but be is in total command of the 
srganisation and the Haryana government 
runs according to his diktat. Chauthala ^ 
Mlitic^ important to Chandra Shekhar 
for he is the only check the Prime Minister 
Has on Devi Ld; he knows this and ex- 
iloits this. Hard-working, thou^ not al¬ 
ways dexterous, Chauthala has not got 
rery far yet with getdng the Janata DaKS) 
joing even though he is an excellent orga- 
asation man and was mainly responsible 
in' setting up Devi Lai’s massive victory in 
he 1987 Haryana assembly elections. But 
i^hauthala has been able to hide his failure 
’ather well mainly through his press- 
-elations, or rather, non-relations with the 
iress. Knowing full well that the media is 
lot very well-^sposed towards his party 
yr the government, Chauthala has effected 
in unstated ban on official briefings, saving 
limself and the party from too much expo- 
iure to the preks; he speaks out 
when he wants to say something. 

Broadly in the same category as 
Chauthala, though much more suave and 
xilished, is the Gpjarat chief minister, Chi- 
nanbhai PateL One of the cleverest man- 
pulators going, Chimanbhai has the talents 
;o outdo even the likes of Bhajan LaL He 
las overcmne the severest odds through 
sheer scheming and manoeuvring to 
nnerge on top <rf Gujmt politics. During 
Jie 1974 Gigarat agitatk^ Chimanbhai 
ithen Congress chief minister) was the 
ng^st target of attack and was labelled 
‘Chiman-cl»r" but came the Janata gov- 
Emment at the Centre in 1977 and Clu- 
nanbhai was again cluef minister, this time 
IS a Janata Party leader. He was one of the 
nain plotters of V.P. Singh’s downfaO last 
!4ovember and when his own government 
sune perilously close to falling because of 


the upheavals in New Delhi, he resorted to 
the flip-flop technique again. He worked 
out an arrangement with tte CongressO), 
secured its support in the Assembly aixl 
thumbed bis nose at V.P. Singh, who had 
expelled him from his party post haste. Till 
as recently as last fortnight Cldmanbhai 
was calling himself the leader of the Janata 
Dal legislature party in the Gqjarat Assem¬ 
bly because he was unsure of spiittl^ 
away enough MLAs with him. He rechris- 
ten^ his party Janata DaKS) only after he 
was sure of Ids numbers. Because ot his 
political skills, Chimanbhai is an asset to 
Chandra Shekhar—even in the short 
period that the Janata Dai(S) has been in 
power, he has been summoned for two 
crisis numagement ndssions to New DeBii: 
once to placate Devi Lai who was feigmng 
disgnmtlement because of the “neglert” of 
his youn^r sem, Ranpt Sin^, and the next 
time to sort thi^s out between Chandra 
Shekhar and Rajiv Gandhi when the rela¬ 
tionship began to sour last month. Though 
a longtime associate of Chandra Shekhar, 
Chin^bhai's pohtics is motivated solely 
by self-interest and he may not hesitate to; 
svritch loyaktes again shmild he feel the 
need to (to sa 

Ifis Maharashtra counterpart, Sharad 
Pawar, is again one of those who wields 
power becauseof Ids cumsrig and his per¬ 


ceived potential for mischief. In addition, 
he also possesses a powerful Maratha 
base that outdied the Shiv Sena-BJP 
alliance in toe Assembly elections in March 
1990. Though not entirely unscrupulous 
and unrehable as some others, a section of 
Congressmen has alwa 3 rs thought Pawar 
to be a shifty customer who could <htch the 
party to promote his interests. Pawar’s 
past eoord goes some way to prove this. 
He has been in and out of the Congress 
and in and out of other parties as well. In 
1986, having been out of power for several 
years, he decided to merge the Con- 
gressfS)—though K.P. Unidcrishnan and 
some others s^ maintain it was only a 
faction of hat Congres5(S)—into the Con- 
gressd) and became chief minister of 
Maharatotra about a year later. Ifrs long 
friends)^ with Chandra Shekhar has pi^ 
vided Pawar baiters a handle against him 
and toe allegation against him within the 
Congtwssd) has been that he is becoming 
too big for his boots{ indeed, there are 
even those who maintain he is btdlding ig> 
an axis with Chandra Shekhar to “undw- 
mifle” Rgjiv Gandhi Pawar seemed on the 
verge of losing out to dissidents last month 
but held out essentially because he is too 
powerfully entrenched to be dwturbed, 
Besides, there is always toe igiprehettsion. 
of what he might do to the party if ousted. 



Similar apprehoisions persist Aout the session of the party. Mulayam Sink’s im- 
Uttar Praitesh chief minister, Mulayam portance in the party was evidmit from the 
Singh Yadav. who, by the post-Mandal fact fruit the amendment was carried with- 
logic of the political situation, should have out a whunper of protest even though 
stayed with V.P. Singh. Again, it is his some leaders on the stage were evidently 
maverick nature and his strong personal against sudi a forthright stand. Mulayam 
Ites and (hsUkes that put him on Chandra was never one to puQ his pundies; 

Shekhar’s side. TytxcaDy, Mylayam Singh the rafhtrabhasha 

fbught like a soldier in a trench against the canqjaigner had the temerity, even in 
mP-Vishwa Hindu Parishad assault on the Hindi-hating Tamil Nadu, to order notice- 
disimted mosque-temple site in Ayodhya, boards in Enj^sh tom down, 
a too mud) kke a soldier for his own 

good perhaps. So afraid Was the Congres- 'punil Nadu Seshan, they caU him in the 
sO) of losing all the Hindu votes in the A civO service. Perhaps out of sheer 
state if it supported Mulayam Sngh that it pique for T.N. Seshan isn’t quite an en- 
had virtually secured his ouster at pne dearing personage. Indeed, he is known to 
stage. Typically, once again, Mulayam have nibbed up a lot of people the wrong 
Sin^ threatened the Congressd) with way during his long innmgs in the IAS. 
elections and his own party bosses with Now Chief Election Commissioner, 
leaving the fold to ding on to power. In his Seshan was one of the most prominent 
speeches frtwn the pulpit, Mulayam Singh bureaucrats of the Rsqiv Gandhi r^. having 
eulogisesJCkhatma Gandhi and Lohia but serv^ first as defence secretary and then 
keeps company, most of the time, with Cabinet secretary. He is one of 
dreaded and notorious gangsters. To keep those officials who had the reputaticai 
the record straight, though, Mulayam for being dose to the Congressd) bosses 
Singh is never embarrassed by this. “Yes I and never went out of his way to disguise 
keep company with them because I am h- Indeed he is known to have flaunted it 
trying to reform them. Even JP reformed at times. He is also a former student of the 
dacoits and he did not do that without commerce minister, Subramaniam Swamy 
meeting them.” There is a feeling in a (the latter taught him at Harvard during 
section of the ruling party that Mulayam one of the training programmes for dvil 
SinKh may part company with the Janata servants) and is believed to have helped 
Dal(S) in frigid election essentially be- Swamy with his exposure of telephone 
cause of the Mandal issue. Yet, he has tapping in Kamatoka during ^K. Here’s 
been trying to sharpen the party’s position tenure as chi^ minister. His association 
on reservations and forced a significant with Swamy is one of the reasons for 
amendment on this at the recent Ballia Seshan’s persisting clout, the other being 


SubrunaniaB Swamy: Stirring a homaW nest wherever he goes 




that he is also an amateur astrologer, a 
breed that politicians seem to have a spe¬ 
cial weakness for. 'Though out of the the 
mainstrecm, Seshan continues to advise 
ministers and is all set to play a crucial role 
as Chief Election Commissioner in the 
forthcoming Assembly elections in his 
home state. 

Last, but in no way the least, the un¬ 
crowned 1^ of them all: the deputy 
Prime Minister, Devi Lai, himself. If he 
isn’t a maverick, nobody is for nobody 
defies description the way he does. Sweet 
grand-daddy one day, belgerent challen¬ 
ger the other; accommodating one mo¬ 
ment, aggressive and avaricious the other; 
loyal and humble today, rebellious and 
rude tomorrow. Nobody quite matches 
Devi LaTs capacity for switching sides, 
moods and positions. Is he the same man 
wdw placed the Prime Minister’s crown on 
V.P. Singh’s head? And how sweetly he 
explained away his act when asked why he 
did that after agreeing to have an election 
for the post in the pafiiamentary party? "I 
was driving in the car to Parlianient and I 
changed my mM. Just that.” 

Indeed, most are surprised that a 
man of Devi Lai’s unpredictability did not 
keep the Prime h&iistership for himself 
after having bhen unanimoudy elected to 
the post. ■ 







TACKLING KRISHNA MENON 


W hen someone asked 
me the 6ther day who 
in my long career I 
had found the most dificult 


person to work with, I replied 
without a mcmient's hesitation: 
"Krishna Menon". Here was a 
man who drove you up the 
walL You either liked 1^ or 
you loathed him—there was 
no other way about it. Not 
many may remember him to¬ 
day, but in his Urm— from 
Ind^ndence to the mkidid 
Sorties—he was a forue to be 
reckoned with. ’ 

I/Served directly under V. 
K. Krishna Menon for a com¬ 
paratively brief period—first, 
for about a year in London 
during 1948-49 adien te was 
high commissioner and I was 
public relations officer, aid 
again for about the same 
period when I was with the 
United Natkais Diviskm in the 
ministry of external affiurs and 
he was defence minister. To 
all intents and purposes, he 
was also minister of UN 


afhirs. * 

1 win never forget the day 
when I received orders trans¬ 
ferring me firom Canada to the 
United Kingdtxn. 1 just broke 
out into a cold sweat This was 
the time vriien the government 
of India was suffering from 
wdiat peqile called “Menongi- 
tis".' A Menon (KPS) was fore¬ 
ign secretary, another (VP)- 
was in charge of the States, 
and there was a clutch of other 
Menoi» in high office aU over 
the place, several in the fore¬ 
ign service. Most of them 
were “wonderful chaps”, I was 
told, but the one in London 
was a disaster. "He takes the 
cakej* 1 was tdd. 

So 1 went to Hardit Sngh 
Malik, who had newly arriv^ 
m Ottawa and just presented 
his credentials, md told hun 
that I wanted out and would he 
help me in this i^? The hii^ 
comiiussioner told me to relsK. 
He poured me a stiff whisky 
and another for himself. “One 
doesn't tom down a promo¬ 
tion”, he advised me. “In Lon¬ 
don youli have an office 10 
times larger than this one and 



Try telling a boss 
like that to have his 
tea with su-su... 



many times more important. 
Tins is something big. Drink 
up and go pack your bags.” 

Thus it was two months 
later I found myself in the 
ixesence of the great man. He 
bardy looked up from the file 
he was reading, poured him¬ 
self his umpteenth cup of tea 
(he drank this beverage by the 
gallon) motioned me to a chair, 
scov^, and barked: “Well?” 

I introduced myself, refer¬ 
ring to a letter I had written 
from Ottwa pledging my 
utmost devotion in the work 
he was directing. “What let¬ 
ter?” he snapped. “Nobody 
shows me anything around 
here”. When I told ^s to the 


l»ivate secretary afterwards, 
he produced my letter with the 
initials “VKKM” scrawled in 
green uik in a comer. "Die 
ruddy so-and-so", said the PS, 
a former naval type. “He does 
this aU the time”. 

A few days later Gandhqi 
was assassinated and bedlam 
broke loose jst India House. 
Du^ the tumult, I received a 
visit from a director of 
Madame Tussaud's, the 
famous waxworks museunt 
They wanted to put up an 
effigy of the Maliatma, he told 
me, and for tte purpose they 
required blown-up photos fi-om 
different ang^s and specimens 
of articles with which the dead 
leader was identified^oin cloth, 
sandals, cAarkha, spectacles, 
timepiece, etc. As the pouch 
was leaving for Dettii within 
die hour, I put in an urgent 
requisition to the nunistiy. 

^me days later I was sum¬ 
moned to the HC’s office. A 
cipher message had arrived 
calling for fiuther details re- 



muding the Tussaud prqject, 
"Why was I not informed?” 
Mei^ demaixled. "This is a 
matter of topmost importance, 
and only I should have handled 
it I would have spoken to 
Sardar f^atd”. Then he gave 
me a lecture on protocd and 
where 1 fitted in the scheme of 
things. 

He made another awful fuss 
when I was appointed secret¬ 
ary-general to our delegation 
to the Freedom of Information 
Conference in Geneva, which 
meant that I would be away 
fimm London fm- two months. 
"How the hell do they expect 
me to run the bloody [dace 
when they take away all my 
staff?” he exploded, in words 
to this effect. 

I was always at Icfg^rheads 
with the hi^ commissioner, m 
spite of which 1 had a sneal^ 
admiration for the man. What¬ 
ever his critics thought of his 
methods—and these were re¬ 
garded as devious by some aiul 
downright objectionable by 
others—no one could deny his 
dedication to duty nor his 
loyalty or patriotism. Besides, 
he had a brrin the size of a 
water-melon. 

I could tell a dozen stories 
about him, some of them none 
too flattering, but my favourite 
concerns the time he came to 
Indonesia as a delegate to the 
Bandung Conference. He was 
minister without portfolio then 
and, on arrival at Djakarta, had 
been put up in the Hotel des 
bides, once the pride of Dutch 
East Indies hospitality, but 
now somewhat dilapidate and 
run-down. 

I urns counsellor at the 
Embassy and went to see if he 
was comfortable. I found him 
in his pyjamas in the verandah 
outside his room, in a black 
mood because the bearer had 
neglected to bring him milk on 
his tea-tray. “I can’t drink tea 
without ntfik", he grumbled. 
"It doesn’t taste the same.” 

‘But it's simide, sir”, I told 
him. “All you have to do is ask 
for su-su. That’s the Bahasa 
for mik” 

He glared at me. "I’m 
damned if I’ll ever ask Usr 
su-su^" he bellowed, and drank 
milkless tea for the rest of his 
stay. 

R L. Bhandari 
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A well-known philanthropist 
of his tune, Sagore Lall Dutta 
is best remembered for his 
charitable disposition. He don¬ 
ated more tlian Rs 13 lakh 
through a will towards the con¬ 
struction of a free school for 
boys. Hie amount was depo¬ 
sit^ with the Administrative 
General of Bengal 

Dutta was bom in Chinstur- 
ah, Hoc^hly. His father, 

M(4ua Chuid, was a success¬ 
ful trader in btonae, ainc, can¬ 
dle and spices, Dutta had his 
primary education at Chinsur- 


ah and later moved to Calcutta 
for further studies. He joined 
his father’s business when only 
16. Subsequently be switched 
over to Ca^sle Nephew & 

Co., and thereafter started his 
own business in indigo and 
finally, in jute. His trade mark 
for jute was the letter ‘M’, 
written within a triai^, rep¬ 
resenting tus father's initials. 

Dutte left a princely wealth 
comprising his Calcutta prc^ 
eity, andaamaxfanfor the be¬ 
nefit of the pubfic. The chant- 
able dispensary and hospital at 
Kamaihati (on the outsldrts 


muth (^cutta) named after 
him stands as a memory of his 
generosity. 

Dutta is believed to be the 
first Indian individual subscri¬ 
ber to the Calcutta Tele¬ 
phones. His number was Cen¬ 
tral 50. He had two daughters 
and adopted Manik Lai as his 
son. Tte sketch above shows 
Dutta's central Calcutta resi¬ 
dence at 14 (}q>al Chandra 
Lane where he died. The Qd- 
cutta Corporatkm has renamed 
SoUiaram Bysack 1st Lane 
(also ki central Calcutta) after 
him. 
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/A Mar(!h21—AprttZO 

^ * It Is time to mova 

- mentally, physically, 

emotlortally, spiritually and 
psychologically^ ^nd adapt to cir¬ 
cumstances. In romance, better 
keep your options open as in 
and after August you win have a 
choice. Those employed will 
rake in money. An overdose of 
work could tell on your health. 
Thanks to Mercury, travel and 
commuting are fated. 

AURUS 

21—ttay 20 

Children, hobbles, 
research, studies, 
knowhow, coltaborattons, house- 
move and transler meto an ex¬ 
citing week. In romance, your 
heart pulsates to a Jungle beat. 
The flrmndal side shows a lot of 
promise, in travel, fuss a little 
leisure and happiness will slide 
into your heart. Overindulgence 
could be a liability to your health. 
Renovation to child bearing is 
the range of the domestic sector. 


EMINI 

May 21—June 20 
The first three days 
are Ideal to make a 
head-start. Finish pending 
chores and then launch a ven¬ 
ture if so interested. Romance 
will be hot and cold. In finance, 
buying, selling, trading, shop- 
plr^, sales ar^ distribution are 
definitely highlighted. Health wilt 
pose slight problems. Work 
could comp^ you to underttdce a 
Journey. The week certainly 
focalises home, of^. Industry 
Me and development. 

ANGER 

Juna 21—July 20 
Contacts, contracts, 
new schemes, public¬ 
ity boost, communication and 
correspondence are the prindpal 
features of the week. You have 
much to look forward to in ro¬ 
mance, the financial side will be 
fairly comfortable. As regards 
your health, it Is best not to fret 
over trifles and fancied hurts, 
and all will be splendid. 

EO 

JUy 21—AusuW 21 
Money is the name Of 
the game, be It 
earned income, shares, stocks, 
dividends, investments, loans, 
funds and public trust. A family 
get-together Is foretold. Ro¬ 
mance will be bitter-sweet, but 
never a damp squib. Travel is a 
distinct possibility. As regards 
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your health, you are still on a 
shaky wicket. 

IRGO 

AugiMt 22—Sapt 22 
A radical change in 
your lifestyle Is fore¬ 
seen as the full moon, according 
to Western astrology, falls in 
your sign. Strong attachments 
and reactions are absolutely cer¬ 
tain. It Is Just the Hght time for 
romance, engagement and wed¬ 
lock. Financial opportunities for 
those employed will be available. 


The mid-week is Ideal for trips 
and ties. A nagging health ail¬ 
ment or vexation may still be 
with you. The domestic front 
shows a good going. 

^ IBRA 

■ . Sapl2S~Oci22 

Rendezvous, travel, 

- secret negotiations 

and deals, and surreptitious and 
mysterious relationships are the 
week’s main trends. Romance 
promises unusual and subtle ties 
as well as plenty of excitement. 



BIRTHDAYS 
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The flnHioM frontier constttuiee 
expenses, buying, selling, nego¬ 
tiating, trading, commission and 
brokw^. 

CORPIO 

Ool 23-Nay 22 
1—^ 1-»— - 

rnWKIBnip, BOCMRv” 

tng and children 
usurp your time and talent. Fk>- 
mance win be thrMIng and lttlila^ 
ing. Financial deals can ho 
closed and transactions will 
prove lucky. March through May 
is travel time. Avoid phoUn and 
ItxaUons, and everything will be 
fine with your health. 

AGITTARIUS 

Ndv23-Dsc20 

Hard work will de- 
- finitely lead to suc¬ 
cess, but at die same time it wHI 
tax you to the outer HmlL Ro- 
maiKe wlH be a much-needed 
safety valve. The financial graph 
shows an upward trend. Im¬ 
migration, transfer, shift and 
change of scenery are not ruled 
out. Take time off to relax. 

APRiCORN 

Dae 21—Utn IS 
It Is best to launch a 
campaign, taka a 
study course, stait an enterprise, 
plan expansions, undertake a 
Journey and organise a meet. 
Romance, specialty on March 15 
and 16, gives immense satisfac¬ 
tion. In finance you swing a deal, 
bag an assignment, and go m for 
ImpcHlant transactions and bar¬ 
gains or takeover of a company. 

QUARiUS 

iwi20 Fab IS 
It Is time to invest, 
buy or sail, have a 
ball of a time, and fuse pleasure 
with Journey. In finance, you 
make substantial gains. A Jour¬ 
ney Is indicaiad, a change of 
scenery loo. Your health Mows 
some Improvement. The domes¬ 
tic affairs induda childbirth or 
conception, and getting essential 
household commodities and 
furniture or eieotrieal gadgets lor 
the house. 

ISCE8 

Fsbis-MaitiriZO 

The main trends ol 
-the week are ro¬ 
mance, marriage, business linfc- 
ups, partnerships, travelend «(- 
penses. Romanos is the area 
where you really excel. Finances 
Include Investing, purehasirtg 
and capital Mlaing. Contacts and 
oommunicallon hold the key to, 
travel. It Is bast to stay feppy M 
mind over matter appm to you. 

















F or much of this cricket season, the 
arc l^hts had focused solely on the 
younger Sourav. T9I the Kanji quar¬ 
ter-final between champions Bengal and 
Karnataka. That’s when the elder Snehas- 
ish brought back memories of some 15 
months ago when he was being talked of 
as an Ind^ prospect. 'Ihe elder Ganguly’s 
epic, unbeaten century at the Eden not 
only helped Bengal shut out formidable 
Karnatalu. it rescued him from the soon- 
to-be-forgotten club. 

Dozens of first class hundreds liave 
been scripted at the Eden. Many under 
choking pressure. But perhaps none with a 
hairline fracture on the right foot. That 
Snehasish overcame both pain and press¬ 
ure is what places his effort in a different 
league. 

Parents Chandi (a former first division 
cricketer) aiad Nirupa have reason to sjxrrt 
broad smiles. For both Ihe prodigious 
Sourav, 18, and 23-year-old Snehasish are 
l)eing spoken of in quite the same breath. 
In some ways it's a throwback to the 
not-too-distant past when Amarnaths, 
Surinder and Mohinder, featured in the 
sprint for the India cap.-One difference, of 
amrse, being that both (languly are south¬ 
paws. ".A family fashion,” they explained 
with that ubiquitous, winning smile. 

While there will be a debate over which 
of the Brothers (ianguly is more talented, 
there’s little doubt that they have indeed 
arrived. The question is: where from 
here? The Maidan seems abuzz with this 
query. Clearly, the brothers, who are 
sooKwhat reticent and prefer their |ier- 



- _ wnicnoiin 

BENGAL 

BROTHERS 


Which of them will it be? 


formances to do the talking, have won 
numerous wellwishers. 

Over the years, domestic perform¬ 
ances have largely been buried with inter¬ 
national engagements holding centrestage. 
But this season has been an exception. 
And Sourav is one of the few to have 
repeatedly turned in superlative displays, 
capitalising fully on the media and the 
selectors' attention. For many Calcuttans, 
Sourav is the answer to Bombay's Sachin 
Tendulkar. 

The class XII student of St Xavier’s 
began decently in the season-launching 
Irani Trrgrhy and followed it up with a 
scintillating century in the Deodhar quar¬ 
ter-final at Pune. A few weeks later came 


Snehasish and Soiirav 
Ganguly are both in the 
running for a place in th^ 


tollowing their recent 
perfom^ces on tR^ 
domestic circuit. 


SAHl talks to the siblings 


a brilliant hundred in the Duleep quarter 
final at Guwahati. And this on a wicket as 
lethally deceptive as a minefield. Both cen 
turics were against the West. They still 
say a hundred against West Zone is wortli 
its weirfrt in gold. 

Coming to the Kanji Trophy, Sourav 
has four scores between 72 and 87, me lud- 
ing a 74 versus Karnataka. "1 could have 
reached three figures all four times ..cen¬ 
turies do count," remarks Sourav, failing 
to hide the disappointment. 

However, India vice-captaiii Kavi Slias- 
tri’s recent signed article, where he opined 
tliat Sourav "was knoclfing hard on the 
dofjrs of inleniational cricket" must have 
gladdened him considerably. And just the 


Photographs: Utpai Sorkar 
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THE MARATHON MAN 

After starting as an outsider, Srikant Kalyani 
has for(^ his way to the inside track 


T he fourth day of the Raiyi Trophy 
quarter final between Bmgal and 
Karnataka was just over. Within quar¬ 
ter of an hour of tlK draw of stumps, a 
man emerged from the Bengal dres¬ 
sing room and headed stra^ht for the 
Eden Gardens turf. As the Bengal 
camp discussed the final day’s 
strategies to chase an “impossible” 
task, the man did some intricate yogic 
exercises with only the cuckoos around 
him. A close look at him and it was 
found to be Srikant Kalyani—a man 
who had already spent over 2t) hours 
on the field but did not show even the 
slightest sign of tiredness in him. 

Bengal were 315 with four of their 
top batsmen back in the |»vilion when 
stumps were drawn on the fourth and 
penultimate day. Kalyani was unbeaten 
<m 144 and he had done only half of his 
j<fo. The entire Bernal cricket fraterni¬ 
ty looked up to him to heip Bengal 
achieve the “impossiUe”. Kalyani was 
a man with a mission. 

It was only after tea on the fifth day 
that Kalyani finally left the crease. In¬ 
stead of acknowledging the thunderous 
ovation the crowd gave him for his 
career-best 260, he walked back to the 
pavilion very unhappy. At Kalyani’s 
(fismissal, Bengal were stffl far from 
their target, and even thoufdi Snehas- 
ish Ganguly waged a hercnc battle, a lot 
remamed to be done.- 
"I was so depressed when I saw the 
umpire's finger going up. I fwgot my 


seme and the first thing that flashed in 
my mind was whether we would imke 
it, “ he recaUs. Bengid did make it in the 
end and Kab'ani can take the lion's 
share of the credit 

IromcaOy, Kalyani was playing only 
his third Raim match and toe first tfos 
season for The 25-ycar-old 

from Pune had migrated to Bengal last 
season and althoi^ he had captained 
toe strong Maharashtra team, Bengal's 
recent run of success at the national 
fovel and the lure of club cricket, which 
often pays handsomely, made Kalyani 
change his mind. 

Kalyam was an instant success in the 
local CAB league and he was im¬ 
mediately drafl^ in the Bengal Ranji 
team. But the fouf wise men who pick 
the [daying eleven, played Kalyani in 
(Uily two zonal matclws. Kalyani spent 
the rest of bis time on the sidelines as 
Bengal went on to win the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy ^er a gap of 51 years last season. 

The forst question Kalyani was asked 
after Bengal beat Delhi at tte Eden 
Gardens in the last week of March 
1990 was whether he would go back to 
Maharashtra. He said nothing except 
that he would wait for an opportunity. 
He was clearly disappointed at having 
been overlooked by the Bei^ selec¬ 
tors. 

Ifis long wmt ended when a day be¬ 
fore the j^ngal-Kamataka matdi, he 
was ipven the first indication that he 
would play. Karnataka had a good 


other day. national skipper Molvunmed 
Azharuddin toki this writer tliat he rates 
Sourav highly. “He’s definitely one with a 
glowing future.” 

While it’s true that Tendulkar has 
opened an avt'nue for other youngsters to 
make it big- debuhkmg in the pnxess the 
too-early-to-lx;-blo(xled theory— only the 
gifted and tenacious can actually do so. 
Like Sourav. whose first-class debut was 
in an extraordinary match, last season’s 
Ranji final. 

That he is a medium pacei, and so 
qualifies as an allrounder, is to lus advan¬ 
tage. His pace may be a shade quicker 
than military-medium, but the movement 
can be well concealed. 

Though Sourav wishes to be recog¬ 
nised as an ailiounder, he concedes that 
his battuig exploits make more headlines. 
Still, he’s already got two four-wicket 
hauls over toe past couple of months. First 
against UP in the Wills Trophy and then in 
tte Duleep game at (iuwahati. 

Sourav remarks that credit for whatev¬ 
er he’s achieved as a bowler should go to 
the high-profile MRF Pace Foundation. “I 
made four 15-day trips in 19HH and imbibed 
a great deal. That Lillee hunscif was pre¬ 
sent on all four CK'casions made my visits 
all the more fruitful. I’ve learnt everything 
from the Foundation.” 

It’s only because he wasn’t willing to be 
tied down for four years, tliat Sourav de¬ 
clined the contract offered by tlie Founda¬ 
tion. 

S nehasish made his Ranji debut in the 
1986-87 season, but made a mark two 
years later with a string of fine scores that 
caught the national selectors' eyes. And at 
the start of the 1989-90 season, Snehasish 
was in the running for higher honours. By 
the end of it, he wasn’t even in the Bengal 
XL Something that still rankles. 

“The disappointment of being dropped 


in the Ranji final still hurts...I don’t know 
why I was dropped...that set iiiy career 
back by a year,” he says, making no effort 
to conceal the di.sappomtmont. 

But wasn't the disappoint m<-iit offset by 
Sourav making his debut? The answer is 


quick. “Well, partly. I shouldn’t be mis¬ 
understood but 1 feel Sourav had little to 
gain from that match. The stakes were 
much, much higlier for me. Anyway, my 
century against Karnataka must have 
proved a point or two." 

P'ven thou^ Snehasish started this 
season on the front frxit. getting an im¬ 
pressive half century in the Irani, and that, 
t(N), on an awful wicket, he flopped 611 the 
final zonal league game versus Tripura, 
wliere he struck 158. 'Thoug^i that is hard¬ 
ly an achievement, it did wonders for Sne- 
hasish's confidence. His very next first- 
class outing was against Karnataka. 

Snehasish concedes that Sourav has a 
better chance of donning the India cap. but 
feels tliat last month’s gallant century has 
given him fresh hope. “If we make the final 
ni then get two outings to reinforce my 
claims, flespite the injury, my mood is 
upbeat. A lefthanded middle-or^r bat is a 
must m any side...” 

He emphasises that even a “friendly 
rivalry” does not exist between the 
brothers. “Look. I’ll be thrilled if Sourav 
plays for the country. And I’m confident 











bowbifi attack and Ben{^ were not 
willing to risk an extra bowler. 

Kalyani has set his sights on a place 
in the Indian team. What's more, he’s 
certain he’ll make it. And nothing 
speaks more eloquently than his near 
lU-lmur battle for Ben^. Kalyani with 
seven first class hundr^s is certainly a 
force to reckon with. 

Kalyani has an impressive track re¬ 
cord. His five Rai^ hundreds apart, he 
has dune very well for the Indian 
under-25 teams on overseas tours. His 
sound batting techniques even drew 
accolades from the great Sir Richard 
Hadlee after Kalyani played a brilliant 
innings at Rajkot when the Kiwis vi¬ 
sited India two seasons back. 

With India’s tour Down Under fortii- 
coming and Bengal still in contention 
for the Ranji Tro^y, Kalyani’s cjumces 
still remain wide open. Another gallant 
innings from him ^ only stand him in 
good stead. 

Soumitra Bose 


Sourav will feel the same way if I get a 
break.” 'I'he younger Ganguly echoes his 
brother's views, in fact, Snehasish in 
some ways uispired Sourav to take to the 
sport. "He was a very fine footballer and a 
marvellous athlete. But by practising with 
me he took a liking (or cricket I'hat 
lather, too, was a cricketei was also 
significant, ” Snehasish points out. 

It's only in recent years tliat Debu 
Mitra has been coaching both the 
brothers. Snehasish's first roach was his 
father and then M.I’.Parmar. .Sourav, 
though, has almost throughout been 
coached by Mitra. 

Snehasish is specially nidebted to I blip 
Dushi, the former state captain who was 
the Sporting Union skipper when he 
signed up in 15)82-8.'!. “The emounige- 
ment he gave was enormous. Anin l.al has 
also been an inspiration. I’ve been bene¬ 
fited from being in touch with them.” says 
Snehasish. Not surprising this, as both 
Doshi and Lal have transformed Bengal 
cricket. And if Keni^l is now a force to 
contend with, a massive chunk of the cre¬ 
dit must go to Messrs Doshi and Lal. 


S ourav first caught the eye at the U-l.'i 
level and hasn’t looked back since. 
Still, when he was earning rave reviews on 
the cricket field, he was also busy setting 
up goals in inter-schcMil sweer games. It's 
only recently that the medK> hung up his 
fiKitball boots. “Though I miss soccer. 1 
stay away as the prospect of getting in¬ 
jur^ is nightmarish...” 

Reflecting on his debut in the stmiors' 
league last season. Sourav savs he wasn’t 
under any pressure. "I’ve never ever felt 
pressure, though it doesn't mean 1 get 
impulsive. 1 nunnally assess the situation 
before 1 decide to go after the bowling or 
play safe.” Sourav gut just 22 in the Ran)) 
final, but the couple of rasping fours he 
lashed are still remembered. 

Snehasish stresses that his approach is 
forever positive. “Kven in the Karnataka 
match, skipper Roy was thinking of send¬ 
ing me lower in the order. But I .said, 
■’I'here’s no point in going number nine or 
ten. I.et me go now and see if a lost game 
can somehow be won.’ My positive atti¬ 
tude helped.” 

How often do the brothers exchange 
notes? “Not off the field. Once we’re home 
it’s studies lor me and video cassettes for 
my brother,” Sourav answers. ‘We do 
exchange thoughts, both during the match 
and at nets. The fact that both of us are 
lefthanders makes it easy. One can tell the 
other where he’s going wrong,” Snefiasish 
chips HI 

Unlike the elder sibling who idoli.se 
Allan Border, fiourav Iws no favourites 
though he admires the Lillie Master's 
technique and David Gower’s elegance. 
Perhaps this explains the panache in 
Sourav’s batting. 

Sourav lias a hqalthy respect for Bom¬ 
bay’s Vinod Kambli, the one youngstei 
who will he pushing liim for a place m (he 
national side. And rates Tendulkar "bril¬ 
liant”, but adds, somewhat tongue-in- 
cheek, “for his age”. They were team¬ 
mates on the 1989 lour of Kngland with 
Kailash (jattani’s colts team. 

He cleverly parries the query as to 
who is more talented—he or Snehasish. 
“What do you feel?” is .Sourav’s smiling 
counter. Snehasish is more forthcoming. 
“A difficult question...but maybe.Maharaj 
(Sourav) is more talented than 1 was as an 
18-year-old...” 

Bengal have made it to tlie semi-finals, 
but both brothers are losing some sleep. 
/\nd for different reasons. Though Snehas¬ 
ish presents a perky front, the fracture 
cannot but be at the bark of his mind. He 
Ihs dispensed with tlie plaster as that 
would render him inactive for some six 
weeks. Sourav’s anxiety is over the possi¬ 
ble re-scheduling of the Ranji final. If it 
spills into April, then it will clash with his 



Snehasish: On doable guard 

final exams. 


Come summer and Snehasish will again 
lie engaged in the Scottish la-ague. Sourav 
will remain here. "I’m sure I can hone my 
skills by playing in the UK, but the thought 
of being away for four months doesn’t 
really appeal.” 

The brothers have set their sights high 
But they're not the type to make brash 
statements. 'The prospect of playing for 
thecountry is the biggest motivation,” says 
Snehasish. “No specific goal because if 
you set a target then you’ll invite press¬ 
ure. But yes. I’m eager lor the India 
call...a cricketer can't aspire (or anything 
higher,” adds Sourav. Tlie look is dreamy 
and appears to be set on the MC(i Or. 
perhaps tlw Sydney cricket ground. 

With clear-cut priorities conipleinentmg 
talent and grit, it’s only a matter rif time 
before one of the Gangulys- by all indica 
bons, Sourav—makes it to the elite league 
of Test players. As Gripal Bose, a distmg 
uished figure in local cnckeiing circles, 
put It: "Both are talented, but as things 
stand, I’D be backing Sourav tor going lo 
Australki next winter ” 

What about you? ■ 
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OW, NOW. 


IS THAT ANY WAY 


for A GOOD WIFE 


to BEHAVE ? 




Life's hard enough for a man whti's well into his thirties, 
without being informed by his wife, one fine morning, that he's on a 
cholesterol - free diet. 

No more sinful food, she orders. Certainly no more butler. And just in case he should feel 
like helping himself from the refrigerator, he could always ask for the key. 

Is this what they mean by wifely concern? Or is it, perhaps, a case of being a touch ttxt rigid? 

And docs it really prevent him from going out somewhere and 
stuffing himself with, say, butter pav bhaji ? Or something equally unworthy 
of including in a diet? Maybe ytni should try a more subtle approach. 

MARC3ARINE: TH E LOW C tt O I, K ST E R OL OPTION 

Take a large dollop of Spredir margarine, spread it lavishly on toast 


Marffniiki 

Butter 

Ouese 

Mutton 


Chokaenl 

0 

2900 

tm 

700 

teooo 






Vitamin A Vitamin D 
(lUH 200 g apmialmt) 


iitid place it timiaUy on the table. Observe hint as be crunches into il. It’s almost certain he'll believe 

he's having buttered toast. You .see, mari'arine tastes just like butter. 

And because it's made fr»>m refined sunflower oil, it helps 
control cholesterol levels. It’s also (;ot an abundance of vitamins 
A and D, as you can sec from the table 


Marjgunnr 

7000 

400 

BkKCT 

5000 

40 

Cheese 

1800 

0 

Mittlcm 

2400 

0 

EtK 

2000 

140 






Saurct: Omonaita Gri(i 3irimli/ic 
Tahles.Cim (tagy Ltd. ,5iuiirrrlaiKl. 


on the left. 

It's quite possible that 
margarine will change the way your husband looks at breakfast. 
Not to mention the way you kxrk at it. 


SPREOIX MARGARINE. THE TASTE OF BUTTER without THE CJUILT. 
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ART! 


















MamiSGtliitsolNanily's 
recreattons of ancient Sankrit 
hnre poelnr, such as no one 
on the right, are accompaniod 
hy Samir Mondai's drawings 
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ii.fJhisain: 

“Your images, savage. 
Drip blood. Red, green 
and black. Sling of Kail's 
longue. Red Aitval 
charging ahead, a 
seductive monkey 
holding a bouquet How 
sbange to believe that 
your animals and 
birds shrieking do 
co-exist with us. Your 
images are truly 
exciting. Loved them. 
They are magisai, not 
child-like as you Have us 
believe" 


19 
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AH information given 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Daddy: Hind ((ianesh Chandra 
Avenue; 274259)—4 shows. 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star- 
ring Anupam Khcr. Pocqa Bhatt. 
Manohar Singh, Soni Kazdan, 
Neena Gupta and Avtar tiill. ITie 
music is by Kajesh Roslian. 

• Farishtay: I’aradise (Bentinrk 
Street: 285442)--4 shows. 

Dirts'ied by Ami Sharma and 
with iiiu.SK’ by Bappi l.ahin, the 
film stars Dharmendra. Vinod 
Khanna, Sndrvi. Kajnikant, Jaya 
Prada, Kulbhushan Kharbanda and 
Sadashiv Amrapurkar. 

• Khoon Ka Kara: Opera (l^nin 
Sarani; 2M1849), Majestic (Kafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road: 242266), 
Krishna (T. C. Outta Street; 
250437), Srec (Bidhan Sarani; 
551515). Khanna (APC Road; 
552932/, Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 

Sangeeta BiJIanJ and Sonu 
Walia in Nambri Aadmi 


Road; 350680), Pnya (Rashbchan 
Avenue: 464440), Ujiala (Russa 
Road; 478666). 

Vinod Khanna, Sunjay Dutt, Ra- 
jnikant, Dimple Kapadia, Kimi Kat- 
kar, Sangeeta Bijlani, Shafcti 
Kapoor and Kader Khan are the 
chief attractions of this film, 
directed by Mukul S. Anand. The 
music IS by lauimikant Pyarelal. 

• Numbri Aadmi: New Cinema 


(Lenin Sarani: 270147), Grace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 391090), 
Kakka (Siadananda Road; 478141), 
Pumasree (Raja Raj Kissen Street; 
5540:i:i). 

Directed by Swanxip Kumar and 
with music by Bapja Lahiri the 
main cast includes Mithiin Chakra- 
borty, Kimi Katkar, Sangeeta Bi¬ 
jlani, Kunal Goswami, Sonti Waha, 
Suresh Oberm. Aruna Irani and 


Anuish Puri. 

• PaUhnr Ke Phool: Metro 
(Chuwringhce Road; 280141), 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutt a Street; 
254956), Jagat (APC Road; 
365108), Mcnoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jec Road; 410417), Mitra (Bidlian 
Sarani; 551133). 

A love stiay, starring Salman 
Khan and Kaveena Tandon. The 
film is directed by Anant Balani and 


Julia Roberts and Richard Gere in Pretty Woaum 







r ■ ’ ■ :■ . 



the music is by Ram taxman. 

• Sanam Bewafa: Ditus (S.N. 

Banerjee Road; 242664) 4 

shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni play the lead in this 
Saawan Kumar film. Others co- 
starring are new-find Kanchan, 
ihineet Issar, Pankaj Dheer, Dan¬ 
ny and Pran. The music is bv Mah- 
esh-Kishoi. 

• Saugandh: Elite (S.N. Baner 
jee Road; 24U18.3)—4 shows. 

A film by Raj Sippy, starring 
Raakhee, Akshay Kumar, Shantip- 
riya, Mukesh Khanna, Pankaj 
Dheer and Rupa Gangulv. 

• Yodha: t)ricnt (Btntinck 
Street; 281917), Roxy (Chowring- 
hec Place; 284138), Naaz (Lower 
Chitpur Road, 277273), Basusree 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 484808), 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani; 311522), Tal¬ 
kie Show Bouse (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street: a52270). 

Directed by Rahul Hawaii and 
with musk by Bappi i-ahui, Oie 
film stars Sunny Deol, Suijjay 
Dutt, Sangeeta Bylani and Danny. 









Spi. ci.ii } rii(< 



11 Mareb onwards: 3 pm • 8 
pm 

A week-k»8 exhibition of Dilip 
Kumar Oas’ paintinss in the West 
Gdlery. 

a Manipur State Kala Akademi 
wiB tioM a week'toig exhibition of 
paintings in the Central GaHery- 

• Supriyo Banetjee wDI hold a 
waek'iong exhibition of Ms pamt- 
ings in the New South Gallery. 

• Swapan Goswami will hold a 
week-long exhibition of sculptures 
in the South Gallery. 

a Quest (^up) hold a week- 
long exhitntion of paintings in the 
New Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

11 Mhirch: 6M pm 

Kalkut Natya Sangstha will 
stage Caitmifty, a play in Bengali, 
directed by Kaustuv Sen. 


At Gyan Manch (U Pretoria 
Street). 

14 March: 6J0 pm 

Nandikar will staw Sanklapur- 
er StikmyM, directed by Rudrapra’ 
sad Sengupta. 



AJoyChakraborty 


At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

IS March: 6 pm 
Patha Hhavan Montessori and 
Pranary Department' presents an 
evening of cla.ssical music, featur¬ 
ing AjPy Chakraborty (vocal) and 
Dhajmesh Khan (sar^). 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

12-15 March; 6 pm 
Raginee’s 18th annual classical 
music confemece features Sonali 
Banerice (Bharata Natyam), Ruma 
Sanyal (vocal) and a flute-violin 
duet by Dcbaprasad Banetiee and 
Sulaya Banerjee on 12 th; Oebsjit 
Chakraborty (sitar), Pritish Bhat- 
tacharya (vocal) and Anindita Lahiri 
.(KathakI un 13th; Pumima Sen 
’ (vocal) and Brojen Mukherjee 
(Kathak) on 14th; and Seema 
Bhattacharya (vocal), Bidyut Khan 
(sarod) and group Kathak on 15th. 



At Biria Academy of Art & Cut 
tune (108-109 Southern Avenue 
46784.3AI802). 

16 March: 6 pm 
j A Mohini Attani dance recital b; 
Radha Dutta. 

At Aurobindo Bhavan (I 
Shakespeare Sarani). 


Planes 


MOTE: All anlval «mI dapMturw tfaiMs ar* for Calcutta. PIguras In braakata 
danotatha days, 1 baing Monday. 


IllttT/Mtinn.fl 


(Moutia-Bombay-London-Now 
Voifc: Dep. (»: AI-IOI al 0230. 
Bombay-Caleuttv-BangkQk- 
lok)^: Arr. (S): At-306 al 1915; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 al 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calculta- 
Bomb^: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 1910; 
Dep. (6); AI-309 at 2025. . 
Lonaon-OelM.Caleutta; Arr. (7); 
At'mi32S at 1230. 

* Moacow-Shartah-Calculia: Arr. 
(4): SU-S37 at 1&5. 

* CalcuMa-Sharlah-Moacow: 
Dep. (4): SU-538 at 1825. 

* Moacow-Tashkcnt-Karaehl- 
Caletitta-Hanoi: Arr. (2); SU-S41 
at 0755; Dap. (2); SU-541 at 0905. 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taahkant-MtMcow: Arr. (2). SU- 
542 at 1755; Dep. (2) SU-542 al 
1905. 

Caleulla-Ainman; Dep. (5); RJ- 
185 at 0630. 

Amman-CBleuna: Arr. (4); FU- 
1B4alOBOO 

'Calcutla-SIngapora; Dap. (2): 
SCM16 al 1130 and Dap. (4): SO- 
.420 at 1310. 

SIngapoia-Caleiitta: Arr. (2); SQ- 
416 a ^25 and Arr. (4); $0-420 M 
1210. 

Calnitta-Bangkok: Dap. (2,4,7); 
IC-731 a 0900; Dap. (1.3.6); TQ- 
314 a 1355. 

Bangkok-Caleiitta: Arr. (2, 4. 7); 

I&732 at 1500; Air. (1. 3, 6). TG- 
313 a 1240. 

Catcutta-KathmarMhi: Dap. (2,4, 
7); IC-747 a 1600; Dap. (1. 5); 
RA-214 a 1530. 

KahmaMhi^CakMillB: Arr (2, 4, 
7): IC-748 a 1830; Arr. (1. 5); RA- 
213 a 1430. 

Caciitta^Oliaia: Dap. (3. 6); IC- 
723 a 1340, Dap. (dUlyl; 8G-092 
a 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 


Prtnfd hta to tha ramator Indian AirMnaa a ohwk il a. 
This hs, howavar, aubi^ to ehanga. Paaaaagani aia 
advisad ta koap traok of annaunaanianta mado by 
Indian AMInaa in tho proaa. Par ■aa lf h b o , tbay 
nmy eontoet 26aB48. 2B2B8S. 208860, 202417, 
000433. 808841/2f3Mf8 and 088833. _ 


Ohaka-Calcutta: Arr (3, 6): IC- 
724 at 1600, Arr. (daily). BG-091 at 
1140 and BG-093 at 1855. 
Calcutta-Chittagong; Dap (2. S). 
BG-e98 at 1950. 

Chtttagong-Caleutta: Arr (2, 5). 
Bqi-697 a 1910. 

Calmitta-Paro: Dep. (2): KB-106 
a 0900; Arr.' (2) KB-105 at 0600 




Calcuna-Bombay; Dap. (2): Al¬ 
lot at 0230. 

oahi-caleutta; Arr. (1); Af-1328 
at 1230. 

fmdhni AIMbiaa aiaaaaa 

Caleutta-Dalhl: Oep (daily). IC- 
402 at 1730 and IC-263 at 0700; 
Arr. (daily); IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 
264 at 2235. 

Caleutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily). 
IC-273812000 and IC-176 at 0850; 
Arr. (daiy). IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 
274 at 1850. 

Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily): 
IC-765 at 1700; Arr. (daiy); IC-766 
at 2210. 

Calcutta-Bangalora; Dep. (daily): 
IC-771 at 0610; Arr. (dally): IC-772 

a 1200. 

Oalhl-Uicknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutm; Arr. (dally); IC-409 at 
1M5. 

Caicutta-Ranchi-Patna- 
Lueknow-Dalhl; Oep. (daiy); IC- 
410 a 0815. 

Calcutta-Quwahai: Dap. (daily): 
10229 at 1340; Dep. (1, 3. 5, 6): 
IC-729 at 0800; Arr. (daHy): tC-230 
a 1630; Arr. (1,3,5,6); 10730 at 
1100 . 

Caleutta-itaartaa; Dap. (daHy): 
10743 a 1330, Dap. (3. 5. 6, 7); 


IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (1, 2, 4)- IC- 
241 at 0700; Arr (daily); IC-744 at 
1600, Arr, (3, 5, 6, 7); IC-242 at 
1350, Arr (1,2,4): IC-242 at 0900. 
Calcutta-Port Blair-Car Nicobar: 
Dep. (1); IC-287 at 0530; Arr. (1)- 
10288 at 1220 

Caleutta-Port Blair: Oep (2, 4, 

6) ; 10-285 at 0530; Arr (2, 4, 6); 
10286 at 1000. 

Cacutta-Dibrugarh: Dep (daily). 
IC-201 at 1400: Arr. (daily); IC-202 
at 1730. 

Cacutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (dally)- 
IC-221 at 1100: Arr (daUy)' IC-222 
at 1320 

Calcutta-Taipur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep (2, 3, 4. 5, 7): 1C- 
213 at 0600; Arr. (2, 3, 4. 5, 7); 
IC-213 at 0955. 

Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Oep. 
(daUy). tC-25S a 1050; Arr. (daily): 
iC-256at 1530 

Calculta-Bhubanaawar; Dep. (1. 
2, 4, 7): IC-269 at 1650; Arr. (1. 2, 
4, 7): IC-270 at 1910. 
Caieutta-Bbubanaawar-Nagpur- 
Hydarabad: Dap. (3. S. 6); tc-^es 
al 1650; Arr. (3, 5, 6).' lC-270 at 
2040. 

Calcutta-Quwabatl-Olmapur: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7); IC-219 at 0840, 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-220 at 1320 
Caleutta-Hydarabad: Dep. (i. 2, 

7) : IC Z77 a 1745; Arr (1, 2, 7). 
10278 a 2215 

Calcutta-Viahakapatnam- 

.Madraa: Dep. (1.2.4.6): IC-542 at 
0700; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 6): IC-541 a 
0915. 


Calcutto-lmphal: Dap. (2, 4, 6); 
IC-259 at 1330: Arr. (2, 4, 8): K> 
260 at 1610. 

FdqUNlBafMMMMMMMI 

Cacutia-imaitala-impbal: Dap. 

(1.3.5) ; P^27 a 05M; Arr. (1,3, 

5) - PF-728 at 1120. 
Cacutta-Agattala-SHcbar: Dap. 

(7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (7); PF- 
730A at 1050. 

CalGutta-SbIllong-Guwahai- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1,3, 5, 7): PF-70t 
a 1140; Arr, (1, 3, 5, 7): PF-702 a 
1615. 

Caleutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaabahar-Agartala-Caleutta: 
Dep. (2. 4,6): PF-729 at 0550; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6) PF-730 a 1040. 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Sbillong- 
Qusrahatl-Sllcbar^lcutta: Dap. 

(2.4.6) : PF-701 a 1100; Arr. (2,4, 

6) ; PF-702 at 1715. 
Calcutta-Rourkaa: Dep. (1,3,5): 
PF-715 at 0600; Arr, (1, 3, 5): PF- 
716 at 0855 

Calcutta-Quwahall-Jorhat- 
Ulabarl-Olbrugarh-Taxu: Dap. (2, 
6): PF-709 al 0815: Arr, (2, 6); PF- 
710 at 1840. 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-DImapur- 
Jorha-Uiabarl-Dibrugail): Dap. 
(4); PF.709 at 0815; Arr. (4): PF- 
710 at 1750. 

Caieutta-Ouwahati-Olmapur- 
Jorhal-Lllabarl-Dibrugarh-Taxu; 
Dep (7): PF-709 a 0600; Arr. (7)' 
PF-710 at 1705. 

Calcutta-Alzawl-Sllcbar- 
Quwahai: Dap. (1. 3. 5, 7); PF- 


No tralfic rights on CalcUna-Shaiiah^sleuna anO Catciffis-Karsehi-Tashkent-Caleutls 





wVk ^ 
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PF*705 It 0B15, Aff (1. 3. 8 , 7) 
PF-706 at 1820 
Caleiilto-AaarM: Dap (1, 3, 
6 )- PF-728Sral 1130, Air (1, 3, 
6 ) PF-730A at 1410 


Caleutta-Alzawl>A 0 artala> 
Catauita; Dap (2,4, 6 ) PF-705 
at 0910 and Pf-729B at 1310, 
Air (2,4,8) PP-706at1255and 
PP-730B at 1885 


4, 6 ) PP- 717 at 0580, Arr (2,4, 
6 ) PF-7ieat0745 
Cahnilta-Cooeii l a h a r ; Dap 
(2, 4, 6 ,7) PF'707 at 0800; Arr 
(2, 4, 6 . 7) PF>70e at 0855 


Dapariuf* EASTERN RAILWAY > 


11 194)0 
05 19-20 

03 2040 

B 1 9-15 


03 9-15 


01 16-00 


2373 23-00 


2547 13-18 


Dapailura 


SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 


Oaltil-Kallia Mall 
AnwHaar WWI 
BonAay Mall via AUahatiad 
Alr-Cond. (Naw OaihO Ex- 
praaa via Qma-Varanasi 
bap—Tues, Tnurs & Sat 
Arr—Wad Fn & Sun 
Mr-Cond. (Naw Dattil) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 
Dap-Mon Wad Fri A Sun 
Arr—Mon Tuaa Thura ASat 
RaHMianl Expraaa 5 days a 


Dap—Mon Tues Thurs Fn A 
Sun 

Arr—Tuas Wad Thurs Sat A 
Sun 

Hhnglrl (Jammu-Tawi) Ex¬ 
praaa Tri-Wkly 
Dap—Tuas Fn A Sat 
An—Tuaa Wad A Sat 
Purbanehal (Ooraklipur) Ex- 

MOM 

bap—Mon A Thurs 
Arr^Thum A Mon 

Ooon Expraaa via Grand 
Cho^ 

Udayan Abha Tootan Ex¬ 
praaa via Main Line 


OalM Expraaa via Mam Lina 
Lucknow Expraaa 
MNMIa Expraaa 

Kamrup (QuwahaH) Expraaa 
Black Diamond Expraaa 
CoaHMd Expraaa 
Aaanaol Expraaa 
Oanapur Etqpraaa 

Jamaleur Trhwkly Bxmaaa 
Dap—Tuaa Thurs A Ml 
Arr—Mon Thurs A Sat 
Santmifcalan Expraaa 

Shipra (Imtora) Expraaa 
Da|P-Tuas A Wad 
Arr—Sal A Sun 
ShakUpun) (Chopan) Ex¬ 
praaa 

bap A Air—Mon A FrI 
Gorakhpur Expraaa 
Dap A Arr—Sunday 


43 

1940 

Oarlaaling Mall 

8-45 

S3 

21-40 

Oour Etmraaa 

Jammu-Taarl Express 

6-15 

61 

11-20 

16-30 

03 

18-20 

Bhaghathl (Ulg^) Expraaa 

10-25 

86 

12-40 

Chtapra Express Til aiaakty 

Dap A Arr-^ad Fri A Sun 

4-30 


2650 22-35 


2652 22-35 


2874 22-35 


2610 22-35 


— 14-10 


Bombay Mall via Nmpur 
QttanJaU (Bombay) Expraaa 
Ahmadabad Expraaa 
Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 
Coromandel (Madras) Ex- 
proas 

Bangalora Expraaa 
Dap—Tuas 

Arr-- Sun 

Tala Stool Expraaa 
topal Expraaa 
Sambalpur Eimiaoa 
Itonchl Hatia Expraaa 
Purl Expraaa Via CMmdk 
Jaoannaih (Purl) Exprooo Vto 
Nara) 

Ohaull (Bhubansawar) Ex- 

EaM Coast (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

rarulla Express 
Dap—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 
auwahati - Nowrah - Trhran- 
tbum Central Express 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Contral • Howrah 
• Guwahatl Expraaa 
Saturday only 

Cochin HsrbMir Tarmlnua- 
Ouwahatl Weakly Express 
(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Guwahali-Cochln Harbour 
Tarmkius Weakly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua 
Buparlast Expraaa (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 
Dap—Fn A Sun 
Arr—Tuas A Fri 
Guwahatl-Bangalora CMy 
WooMy Expraaa (vis Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 
Bangalora CIty-Quwahatl 
Wamdy Expraaa (via Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patns-Cochln Harbour Tor- 
mbiua Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochto Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnssday only' 


Tima 

Dn 

7-00 

6004 

840 

6001 

1546 

2859 

545 

8033 

16-60 

8029 

11-50 

»42 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

7-30 

6-S} 

8006 

8016 

630 

8008 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

14-56 

8046 

11-20 

8018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 


22-15 — 


13-45 2673 


22-15 — 


13-15 2609' 


ENOUIRIES: For round the clock mtarmatlon of Esatom Railway 
trahw, pl aa a a dial 20384S-8< tor In-eeming tialnai a 03S35 ‘ 4 4 tor 
all other kitormatlon. For Intorm a tlon about raaar v atlona an 
Baatom and South btstorn RaMwaya traina, dial 20WM (from 9 
am to 9 pm on wad k d a ys and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundi^ and 
gasoM hofl^a). 














HOME STRCTCHt On* at four polho looEo to homo to 
oW^Mhtonod tioadoir aeoM. WMeh ono to tar you to My. 


o. FUN WORtrO! What happons whan: One thousand, 
two hundred, nothtng and one; transposed give a word 
expressive of fun. What word? Hint: Think Roman. 
CmsoOPnvavj. 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Them are at toast ata dlNa^ 
OTHwa in drawing daMto Mwaen tap and bottom pansis. H«w 
quieWy can you find toam? Chock answuta wllh thOM below. 

duMM 0 suNiwr a’wewato *1 sRd'<'Pssnw to wAr'» 
duMWi« too Ptotofa'C-taMto owsaro'S’toMto* SI ISMSI ' I :teMiaMaia 



, e FOUR FITI How'S it 
possible to pleee addition- 
at digits 1-4 in the diagram, 
below, so tiuit each dIgR 
appears Just once in oaeh 
row acnma, down and di¬ 
agonally? 

Mrs Tyonia A. Brown, of 
Chicago, points out that 
one answer is possible. 
Let's sea N you. Ilka Mrs 
Brown, can find more than 
one way. 

iZOr 'WJi 'Jirc 

'Zfit wKwov ftio 




FA-LA-LAI Tto a Itois tor |oyous song, and warm clolhes and cold 
noaoa. Add eotors: 1—Rad. a— U. btae. 3—Valiow. 4—U. Brown. 
S-Orasn. 7'-lta. brown. S—U. purpto. 


SPELLBINDER 


KORC to points tar using all the 
laltars in the word botow to form 
two comptoto words- 

INNOVATE 


THtN seoro > poliits oach tor all 
wards ai taor tattors or mort 
tound among too toftors. 

Try to saort of toast NgtMtt. ^ 


















































S atlsh Kumar Agrawal, 
Cuttack, reports: 
“RaoenUy the Rotvy Club 
of Cuttack organised a quiz 
contest at the Rotary Hall. It 
was sponsored tw Kinetic 
Engineering Ltd. Twelve 
teams were selecled for the 
quarter>flnal8. After two 
rounds of six-teams each 
where most of ttte questions 
were from Tfm Work! This 
Wssk clippings and ads, six 
teams were finaity selected 
tor ttie aami-finals. The semi- 
finaia were exciting and 
there was a tough competi¬ 
tion amongihe three-time 
Rotary quiz winning team of 
P. Rajendra and Ratna Rath 
arxl other teams that entered 
the final. 

"In the final with exhilarat¬ 
ing questions and amidst 
much applause the three- 
tima champions emerged 
wirmars for the fourth nme.” 


CBS 


f ffh Ouaaffon; Why does the popular 
Eau do Cologne brand bear the number 
4711 ? (Alofc Chaudhuri, Dept of Geology 


4711? (Alofc Chaudhuri, Dept of Geology,- 
UlSW VT Kharagpur) 

Ana: Eau da (^logne has been made In 

__Colegne’a Gioekangasse for 200 years 

by the famRy of Ferdinand MuMena. In 1794, during 
the French occupation of Cologne, Corporal Dupont 
and hia comrades In the French Revoluttortary Army 
had difficutty In finding their way through the twrrow 
streets with odd-sounding namea around the famous 
Cathedral, and ao they numbered the houses. The 
Muhiens house was numbered 4711 by Dupont. 

Hence the name of the popular brand. 


ingf) is that the. whole of the 
universe and everything 
therein is a combination of 
the negative, Yin, and the 
positive, Yang. The main 
part of the book is comprised 
of 64 hexagrams or sections 
or oracles made up of six 
lines, some bnAen in the 


middle (Yin lines), and the 
other unbroken (Yang lines). 
Each combination of lines 
has meaning, and the pat¬ 
tern is decided either by us¬ 
ing yarrow stalks (a lengthy 
process) or by tossing three 
coins. If the coins fall wifo 
more ‘heads' than ‘tails', a 


Subroto Kumar Nandi, In¬ 
dian School of Mines, Ohan- 
bad, writes: 

'X)rx:e again we ISM-ltss 
got the opp^unity to see 
some excellent quizzing in 
our annual function, the Soo- 
lomin Saturnalia. Terry 
O’Brien as the quiz master 
proved once again that a 
quiz can be real fun. His 
questions were both witty 
and intareating. There was a 
live round supply per¬ 
formed by O'Brien’s son 
ANan. In foe initial stages foe 
scoring was low, but in the 
nrtal rounds, folkwving the 
audio-visual round, the scor¬ 
ing picked up and BIT Sindri 
raced to finish first. ISM-B 
had been steady from the 
start and ended a close 
second followed by Cotton . 
Coliege, Quwahati." 

“Pleaae ten me something 
about /C/iAm, ’’writes Palash 
Chattai)ee, Calcutta 63. 

IChlng^ foe ancient 
Chinese BookofChmga, 
arguably foe oldest oornplete 
book in the world, which has 
been used as a system of 
philosophy and for divimtion 
for thousands of years, cer¬ 
tainly since before Confucius 
(551-479 BC). The basis of / 
CNng (sometimes spelt Yi 
King and pronounced ss'J- 



Yang line is Indicated; and If 
there are more ‘taHs’ than 
‘heads', a Yin line is formed. 
By this means, six lines are 
oeated forming a hexagram 
whose meaning can then be 
looked up. 

The remarkabto aptness 
and helpfolness obtained 
from the serious use of / 
Ching has.be^ repeatedly 
remarked upon by those who 
persevere with the system, 
and it seems likely that the 
act of asking questions and 
Interpreting the replies pre¬ 
pares the mind to enter a 
state similar to that reached 
in accepted forms of medita¬ 
tion. The great psychologist, 
C.G. Jung, believed that the 
symbols and words con¬ 
tained in / CNng conveyed 
messages direct to the un¬ 
conscious mind. 

“Why are witches de¬ 
picted riding on broom¬ 
sticks?” asks Shantanu Das, 
Calcutta 14. 

The broomstick was origi¬ 
nally made from the stalk of 
the bottom plant. The broom¬ 
stick or besom is particulariy 
associated with witches who 
are said to have travelled 
astride broomsticks, flying 
through the air to their sab¬ 
baths (gatherings) though 
there is in fact a remarkably 
small number of witches on 
record as confessing to hav¬ 
ing done so. The idea prob¬ 
ably arose from the fact that 
witches danced With a stick 
between their lags, jumping 
high into the air. and one 
convicted witch, Guillaume 
Edeiin, said in 1453 that ttie 
Devil had given her a stick 
45 cm long and a jar of oint¬ 
ment. She would grease the 
stick, put it between her legs, 
say, 'Go, in the Devil's 
name, go', and at once rise 
into the air and be carried to 
the sabbath. Today, when 
the flying of witches is re¬ 
garded as ha^ng been hallu- 
cinatipn, the broomstick sur¬ 
vives as asymbol of mac^ in 
such perfOrmanOes as foe 
Mummers' plays, foe broom¬ 
stick dance of (he Fens, foe 
broomstick wredding of foe 
gypsies, and transformed 
into a wand, in modem wfceh 
covens. 
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AT TVB FAe 


m: 


hiDS MINING 5rrE. 


lA'- 


1X1 


5 ?J 


UBUTSMAUT 
WiLL'd GOING 
INTO SHOCXI 


} SAia&B, GET me 
/ BOWL merv as^or 
TO EVACUATE WE MEED 
TO .MOVE FAST 


THEBE a T 
TRAMSPOBT 


the) 


WILL'D BE SAFE lU SICK 
BAY BY NOW IF HIS BOYAL- 
NESS HADN'T BEEN 
PtAVING HIDE-'W-3EE»C ' 


MOWaJTS UTEe 


HUSTLIe, BOYS ' I M NOT 
LOaNG A TROOPER TO 
A 9IPTEB SNATCHING UZABp 


(VJ.' 






whiplash wouldn't raid an 

OUTPOST WITHOUT OWJEBS FBOW 
SKELETOB BUT WHAT WOULD 
OL' BONEHEAP want WITH MINING 
EOUIPEMENT » 










W 


the MSt/Bt TO ADAM'S UNSPOCBN 
QUPSnOM UE5 FAB TO THE EA5r 
IH THE DEPTHS OF SICELETOB'S _ 
SNANe MOUNTAIN ' 




kull 


VtW CAILY MANAGED TO STB^L 
A SINGLE PIECE OF MINING^ GEAB ^ 
VOU IMBEOLE' DO X HAVE TO DO 
BrnBYTHIMG MYSELF * 


n. 


i 






































































































































CURRY CURRY CURRY □ Ronjit Rai 


Saffron 
C urry 
Chicken 
Casserole 
(Zafrani 
Murgi) 

I am not quite sure if this dish went to 
Spain or came from Spain. 'I'he Spanish 
have a dish which resembles this in many 
ways. Here the saffron is predominant and 
other spices are minimal. 


British 

Metric 

Ingredients 

American 

1 

1 

chicken, large, Jointed 

1 

3floz(X cup) 

75 ml 

ghee or cooking oil 

|cup 

i-tsp 

0.2Sg 

saffron 

^tsp 

2 tbsps 

30 ml 

milk 

2 tbsps 

for th« blender 

^Pt 

300 ml 

coconut milk 

1i>cups 

5L oz (1 cup) 

165g 

yogfujrt 

|cup 

3 

3 

onions, boiled 

3 

11 tbsps 

20g 

turmeric powder 

11 tbsps 

Ltsp 

10 

ginger powder 

itsp 

Ltbsp 

7.5 g 

salt, to taste 

itbsp 

t tbsp 

20g 

almond paste 

1 tbsp 

1 tsp 

20 

chilli powder 

1 tsp 





Serves 2-3 

Cooking Time: 45-5() minutes 




Normal chicken cut in 8 pieces for curry or casseroles 





Soak the saffron in warm milk and set 
aside. 

Put all the remaining ingredients, ex¬ 
cept the chicken and i^ee. in a blender 
and liquidise. 

Heat the ghee in a heavy saucepan and 
stir fry the chicken on high heat until light 
brown. 

Transfer to a heavy casserole and pour 
the liquidised masala on top. Cover and 
place in an oven on moderate heat for 
30-40 minutes. Then add saffron and milk. 
Cover and return to the oven for another 
10 minutes or until the chicken is done. 

Do not remove the cover until you are 
ready to serve the casserole, because the 
saffron aroma will escape. 

Should only be eaten with fluffy large¬ 
grained rice. 

NOTE: Hand-crushed whole red chillies as 
gamish go very well. 


From Cuny Curry Curry by Ran jit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 















USE MEDIKER INSTEAD TO REMOVE UCE. 


That same lice comb, every 
single day. It’s agony for 
your little daughter. It 
causes scalp abrasions, 
weakens the roots 
of her hair. 

And doesn’t get all the lice 
out after ail. Try Mediker 
every Sunday, and it’s a 



Mediker 


totally different story. 

Simply work up a gentle 
lather, wash it off after 
three minutes and repeat 
the procedure. Comb out 
the lice onto a towel, 
using an ordinary comb. Now 
you decide what soft hair 
needs. The lice comb or Mediker. 


D<Mit use the lice comb. Only Mediker...every Sunday. 


avarMl/B0mG/2B2 m 





(■ {) M i: U P I 0 A N E W HIGH 



Only very few men belong in the 
higher circles of true class. 

Like you. And of course, like Blue 
Stratos - Europe’s exclusive fragrance 
that stays with you through the day. 

Blue Stratos After Shave and 
Cologne. Superbly complemented with 
a Talc and sWving Cream. 

Like you, above the ordinary. 


COME UP TO BLUE STRATOS 


E U R 0 P F • S r X (' 1. 1) S I V E 
B R 0 U ti II I T 0 Y 0 II B* Y 


R A G R A N C F. NOW 
THE .MAKERS OF 


IN INDIA 


.w 













PCKT MORTEM 


0>itents 


1 u D'iv Mll'Ik'I"*' 

Whjle referring to your 
cover story, ‘Crusader’ 
(February 10), wherem an 
anti-dam activist, Mefd>- 
nad Bhattarharya (himself 
imported from Japan), ac¬ 
cuses development as 
“borrowed from the 
West", It may be men¬ 
tioned that the recent 'ecol¬ 
ogy consaousness’ among 
Ii^ians IS also imported. 

Development has been 
in vogue since Independ¬ 
ence. Numerous indus¬ 
tries, hydel power and 
thermal projects were budt 
on people’s lands. Rehabi¬ 
litation and compensation 
were, ms usual meagre, 
but smce there were no 
patrons for env^onment 
then, the people also re¬ 
mained depnved. Now that 
ecology conscioubness has 
become a trend in the 
West, we too have a lot of 


environmentalists in our 
midst 

It must at least be en¬ 
sured that the deptived 
people get their due com¬ 
pensation. 

Prasun Chaudhri, 

Calcutta 

■1 was thrilled to read the 
story on Medha Patkar 
The pams she has taken to 
ensure the welfare of the 
tnbals should not go unre¬ 
warded. It is a matter of 
sheer guts for a woman to 
stand up for the cause of 
thousands of tnbals 

This problem will not be 
solved m courts or through 
government procedures. It 
is a matter of mass 
awakening and every coop¬ 
eration must be given to 
Medha Patkar. 

When any developmen¬ 
tal work is done, why is it 
necessary to uproot 
thousands and submerge 
vilfages m water’ It is sad 


that the pro-dam people 
are not able to understand 
the aftermath of such a big 
project. 

Sandeep Dasgupta, 

Rourkela 

■The government should 
review its project and con¬ 
sider Baba Amte’s demand 
for smaller dams. 

M.K. Damor, 

Dhanbad (Bihar) 


ITie cover story on Chan¬ 
dra Shekhai and Kapv Gan 
dhi {'A Bnef Affau’, Febru¬ 
ary 24) was inteiestmg 1 
tl^ It IS not a brief affair, 
but a hidden one. Both 
have a ccanmon enemy, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party & 
long as the BJP remains a 
strong Opposition, Chan¬ 
dra Sheklw, with the back¬ 
ing of Rajiv Gandhi, will 
continue as Prime Minis¬ 
ter. There is no doubt ab¬ 
out this hidden understand¬ 
ing between ChandTa 
Shekhar and Rajiv Gandhi. 
Shovanlal Bakshi, 
Calcutta 


Debasish Sen's comments 
about Rabi Ghose and Vy- 
jayanthimala Bali (Post 
Mortem, February 24) 
were astonishing. His 
assessment of Rabi Ghose 
IS grossly incorrect; Satya¬ 
jit Ray would hardly select 
an actor who indulges in 
"crude buffoonery" for his 
own films. 

The validity of his critic¬ 
ism against Vyjayanthimala 
IS also nullified by the very 
exami^ he seeks to attack 
her by, namely, the solo 
ballet she performed re¬ 
cently. The programme 
more than proved her 
dancing prowess. 

His letter only exhibits 
his lade of reaped for two 
talented artistes who have 
earned accolades from a 
milfion others. 

Reet Mukherjee, 
Calcutta 
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DoniinMiui L.ipurri, 
the a\ilh(« ol the i onii ov ei sial 
C ifv ol l<<\ and otliri 
iH'St'ielleis, IS back in the 
news with the filiiimg ol lus 
Ixxik on LdkutU A 
ft eewhei'liiig iritei \ lew 


14 


Pirair'ws have a 
bkMxIthirsty reputation, but is 
It fully desei ved’' 


16 


A photofeature on 
the waterfront of Calcutta 


18 


A silent 


observer’s tribute to ten old 
men who make the most of 
their time 
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COVER STORY 










F iedcs of yellow—mangold petals— 
spatter his blue denun shut A bg^t 
braeae tugs at his thmnmg, tousled 
hair His forehead, domed and dotted with 
beads of perspuation, Dominique Lapicrre 
edges forward, hands stiffly folded ui a 
namaste, eiqoying the adulation On the 
roads wait the residents of Bhangar, men 
and women on diderent sides, but united 
m their resolve to give their benefactor a 
hero's welcome As conch shells blow and 
Lapierre is showered with mangold petals, 
a slender young woman stretches to gar¬ 
land the author 

"Hasso, basso, didi (laufdi. laugh, sis 
ter)," he gushes, his voice nsing above the 
noise of happy confusion “It is so wonder 
ful It IS fantastic My heart is beating 
faster," 8a>s lapierre, all Galhc exuber¬ 
ance and mid-moming excitement m ac¬ 
cent-tinged Enghsh "It will take two 
hours if everyone garlands hun,” sighs 
Abdul Wahab, a social worker lapierre 
refers td as "the ligdit of the world" 
Amidst the lush paddy fields, dotted 
with clumps ot leafy banana and coconut 
trees is the Southern Health Improvement 
Soaety (SHIS) a starkly white-washed 
two-storeyed centre, sponsored by 
Lapierre Ihe cluuc, 35 km fiom Calcutta, 
treats 50,000 patients every year, uichid- 
mg thousands suSermg from tubercubsis 
Many patients carrying "Long Live 
lapierre. Our Saviour” pacards, are pre¬ 
sent at tia roadside welcomuig ceremony 
Fifty per cent of the rqyalties from the 
City otJoY wluch lapierre thought would 
sell SIX copies (it sold six million), is don 
ated to different welfare oigamsatiuno m 
the nty mcluding the SHIS at Bhangar and 
its two sister units lo Sarbena and Basanti 

An uncomfortable benefactor, Lapierre 
prefers to praise Wahab, the secretary of 
SHIS and his dozen tireless workers It is 
easy to sit m Pans and write cheques 
More vital is the day-to-day field work, the 
care and enthuaiaam And as Mother 
Teresa says ‘My efforts are a drop of 
water m an ocean of need But if the drop 
was not there, the ocean would miss it’ ” 
In the makeshift SHIS auditonum, dark 
and sweaty, the audience—a spruiklmg of 
underwhelmed foreign joumabsts and local 
people, many of thm unaware of their 
benefactor’s identity—waits for Lapierre 
“The sabeb is a doctor He gives us medi¬ 
cine," declares Doud Ah MoUah, a fanner 
Many in the audience are tubercidar and 
perhaps, even terminally ill “TB is the 
beguining of the cycle of misery Therhrac 
goes to the root of the problem 1 hanks to 
the City d Joy royalties, we have the 
means to develop a centre to eradicate the 
ptague of TB the beautiful area of 
Bfflgal I have got more than I have been 
able to give. But you can be sure of one 
thmg. I wiH do my best for you," he 


The ‘saviour’ on his mission 


Dominique Lapierre is 

no stranger to 


controversy, ine 
c o-author of PreedomW 
once again 

■" ' I... 


finds himself m the eye 
of a stem with the 
filming of his of Joy . 


'SRWOI 


C HQWDfflRYmetth e 
bestselling French 

. -' -1.. ' "I -^ -T'-r-—-- 


writer during his recent 


aunng 
visit to Calcutta 


solemnly pronuaes the patients 
Over a dozen different mstitutions in die 
aty depend on Lapierre’s generosity T 
am in love with Cabxitta I am mdebt^ to 
Calcutta I want to make Calcutta a better 
place to live bi ’’ 

L ove bloomed in the Fifties, and almost 
bv accident "I was going around tlw 
world with $100 in my pocket and my wife 
It was our hmieymoon 1 was only 22 
years old So one day (in April 1953), we 
flew into Dum Dum airport from Bang¬ 
kok ’ But love IS not witlxiut its moments 
of misery As the doors of the creaky 
Dakota (DC-3) opened, a wave of white 
heat scorched the Lapietres "It was bke 
standmg before 5(1 hairdriers the sun on 
the white-washed walls of Park Street was 
bke molten lead hitting youi eyes But 
there was so much bfe So much exuber- 
ence Ihe city overwhebned me 1 disco¬ 
vered that Calcutta had a special spint, a 
vitidity a will to survive, to beat all odds ” 
Calcutta m the Fifties, before the scars 
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of militancy, the oush of oveipopuiatimi, 
the refugees with ilesolate eyes...the 
Lapierres spent dtree weelcs in the city, 
waidng the streets th by the dm ^low of 
dawn, and "obaeirving the extraordiiary 
religfmis fervour of Calcuttans. There was 
a festival every day...we would be invited 
to the theatre,' to a concert We wouldn’t 
undersbmd a word, but we saw the faces 
in the audience. They were rapt. The 
Bengali culture k rich, diversified- 
.. .there's mote culture here than in Paris. 

“Calcutta was the hub of an extraordin¬ 
ary expkuation. We todc a ni^t tram to 
Btobaneswar and visited Puri and Konark. 
We went to Darjeeling and Sikkim. Yet the 
tourist offices unequivacaliy advised peo¬ 
ple to avoid C^tta. Even today, every 
time you mention Calcutta, tourist ofSces 
in DeUi) add a word of caution." 

Diuing Uie next 20 years Lai^ne, a 
Paris Match reporter, patrolled the 
wtofcfs hot spots, notebook in hand, but 
never came to Calcutta. “It took 19 years 
to,cone back because life made it dif&nih. 

1 was in the Soviet Union, in Algeria during 
the war of liberation, in Indo-China during 
the US involvement there. I came back in 
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1972. And it anqilified my special attach¬ 
ment to India." 

Larry Collins and Lapierrc were writing 
Freedom at Midni^t "We wanted to give 
Gandhi a special dimension. We wanted to 
reconstruct in mmute details the moments 
between August 5 and August 20, 1947, 
when the Father of India fasted in a shabby 
house in Beliaghata and brought peace. It 
was an extraordinary experience to go to 
Beliaghata and meet the freedom fight- 
ers. 

Still ringing in Lapierre’s ears is the 
dismissal of Freedom at Midnight as 
'pseudo-histor)'' and ‘pulp fiction in the 
guise of histcnry'. Collins and Lapierre, said 
otliers. had unwittingly become mouth¬ 
pieces of Mountbatten, the last heroic fi¬ 
gure of the Partition still ahve (Nehru, 
Gandhi, Patel and Jinnah were all dead by 
then). “It is not fair to say that this is 
Mountbatten’s book as toM to us. T'rue, he 
was the only one alive. But we met Indira 
Gandhi, we met Pyarelal Nayar (Gandhi’s 
secretary) who recorded every word and 
every moment, we met Patel’s sister who 
always accompanied her brother, we met 
(AcharyahKripalani. Sushila Nayar (a doc¬ 
tor and Pyaretel’s sister) told me that it 
was almost as if we had recorded Gandhi’s 
own statements. Besides, we had no busi¬ 
ness being anyone’s spokesmen. We had 
no blood involvement, no historical in¬ 
volvement or national involvement." 
About the ‘V.P.Menon incident' in the 
book, historians are unanimous; Collins and 
Lapierre's version is inaccurate, a distor¬ 
tion of history. In Freedom at Midnight, 
Menon, at Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s request, asks Mountbatten to 
take over the country as the bonfires of 
communal frenzy rage. "ITie Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the Deputy Prime Minister (Sardar 
Patel) are both very worried. They think it 
is essentia) for Your Excellency to come 
back,” Menon, once Mountbatten’s 
seniormost Indian aide, told the ex- 
Viceroy over the telephone, claim Collins 
and Lapierre. 

"Controversy is a much-fiked word in 
India, Everything is controversial even if it 
is not," shoots back Lapierre, annoyance 
overcoming patience for once. "We have 
the facts. We were specially authorised to 
consult the Royal Archives by Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth. Menon’s emergency mission was 
not a surrender, a sign of weakness, but a 
gesture of strength, of inner courage. The 
Indian leaders were dedicated men. They 
were really saying, ‘We spent all our time 
in your jails. We did not learn to rule a 
country.’ Diey did not say, 'No, I have 
become Prime Minister, I know eveiy- 
thing.’ To go back to the colonisers and 
say, ‘Return for a few days’ takes 
courage...They wanted the best possible 
gdvice. Mo one ever imagined rite slaugh¬ 
ter after Partition, the riots, the bloaSet- 



Despite the Partition and its prdriems, 
the transfer of power was a "moment of 
greatness", says Lapierre. "As a French¬ 
man, I will say that we didn’t learn from 
that in Indo-China. In Algeria, we fought a 
lost war. Even the Portugese didn’t leant 
the right lessons in Angola and Mozam¬ 
bique.’’ 

“The only Englishmen kiUed in India 
were by tigers during hunts,” notes 
Lapierre, a ^ost of a stnile playing on his 
lips. “Go to the cemeteries. Lodt at the 
gravestones. Englishmen died of cholera; 
riiey were never killed by choudcidars who 
wanted to be terrorists. ’’ India honours its 
past, i»ver obfiterates it, never disfigures 
it, he says. "You have the Victoria Memo- 
lU here. There's a King's Road at Ddhi, a 
Statue of King George VI in a pulidic idace 
in Bangalore...It is ^tastic to See Indians 
visit a monument built for the glory of riie 
ctdoidafi^ts. Can you knagine a I> Gaui^ 
monument in Hanoi or in Algiers; < 








A fter spending two gionous years m 
Indu (working on Fieedom at Mid- 
niffia ), Lapierre wanted to ‘show his 
gratitude to the Indian peqjle, to do some¬ 
thing that Gandhgi would ^ve approved " 
With part of the Freedom at Mxbught 
royalties, he founded Udayan, a home for 
children of lepers, at Barracl^re ‘This 
gave my wife (who shares the same name 
and a passion for India) a new f^ly of 2(X) 
cNdren ” Many of the children came from 
a bustee m Howrah from Pilkhana, from 
the City of Joy "We were overwhelmed 
by these extraordinary people—people 
with imaguiation, courage, and the power 
to celebrate I told myself that I was going 
to write the story of the people of PiMia 
na I would be their voice " 

Lapierre’s publishers were expectuig 
another grandiloquent book a South 
Amencan epic like a pop General In His 
Labyrmth or a history of China—a Free¬ 
dom at Mdmght with a Manchurian ac 
cent “And I gave them a story of a group 
of people livmg with cockroaches and rats 
I was ready to use my own money to 
publish the book I wanted my pen to be a 
witness City of Joy is a story of love, of 
courage of friendship and solidanty It is a 
message to the world No one asked for 
anything while i was m Calcutta People 
only gave And gave 
When the Lapietres left, they took their 
gifts from the people cd the bustee with 
them "We had 57 kgs of excess luggage 


But the word that I earned back with me 
was ananda or happiness " Lapierre 
claims that he had no intention of selling 
Third World penury to the West "I had no 
plan to glonfy poverty I wrote it with my 
heart, nevei knowmg that the book would 
sell six nullion copies '* Letters mundated 
his local post office after The C^y of Joy 
was published ‘1 got one lakh, fifty seven 
Biousand letters They had to hire extra 
postmen to handle my mail ’ 

The City of Joy has inspired another 
major work by Lapiene Beyond Love, 
the story of AIDS and its victims In the 
City of Joy I met people who were domg 
things for other people 1 his has changed 
my perspective Now I don’t want to 
wnte about men of destruebon men like 
Manuel Noteiga or tlie Colombian cocaine 
cartel I want to write about heroes, alent 
do gooders we should be proud of ’ 

As mankind faces a great medical chal 
lenge, Lapierre is profiling the men and 
women who may become the "savioirs of 
humanity " "This is the story of scientists 
and social workers, doctors and drug us¬ 
ers 1 his IS the story of compassion, of 
despair and the search for hope ’’ And 
India, observes Lapierre, is coming to the 
West’s aid "Mother 1 eresa put me on the 
nght track She opened the home for 
AIDS patients m Greenwich Village, New 
York 

Lapierre s relabons with the Left Front 


Dominique ‘Dayanaadi*: Angel ot mercy 


once extremely cordial have soured 
“The Mayor, Mr Kamal Kumar Basu and 
about a 150 louncitlors organised a recep 
tmn foi me tluee years ago And Mr ILisu 
made a speech saying that I had earned 
the message of Cakuttas vntalit} to the 
worid Thev even gave me two medals 1 
was the CPI(M)s heto In tad Basil 
called Lapitrip one ul takiittis Ik'sI 
tnends’ and a man who has si t n thiough 
the dirt, squaloi and poverty to feel its 
pulse and sens! its vibtanci Why a mm 
who was thankiHi tor spn idmg Iht me^ 
sage of love and hope is U-inp i ntxisi d 
as the authoi ot a notorious and hatetui 
novel’ bv stau information minister Bud 
dhadev Hhattacharya i> not clear and 
Lapierre tumselt tactfully chooses to say 
no more than a teist no < oinment 

Even between Ri land Joffe the duei toi 
of the film lheLit\otJo\ andLipierre 
there IS a studied coolness lather 
Kowalski the angel of the Pilkhana slum 
IS missing in the movie I don t want U' 
make a film on Catholin an Ioffe had said 
earlier There are also a number of majoi 
changes “ 1 here aie bound to be thaiges 
Ul the film It IS a different medium after 
ail I will be happy as long as the spirit is 
the same PeofJe who liavent read the 
book will see the film It will make money 
If even a part of that is ploug'ied back into 
the city, I will be very tiappy ’’ Lapierre 
says diplomatically 


j x-i# 

j^MMWNWr LtfiFRRE ® 

fiROF tITVOFJOV 






Lapierre ended a succxsafut partnership 
with co-author Larry Collins, an American, 
to write tlie City of Joy. "TTie book could 
have been cmly one man's experience. But 
if we find a good contemporary theme, I 
would like to do another bwk with Larry. ” 
^or dieir previous books, both authors had 



done the research and interviewing, be¬ 
fore sitting down separately to put the 
book to^tter, Lainerre writing ki French 
and Colics in En^ish. 

Besides Freedm at Midnight, Lapierre 
and Collins have written four books; Or / 
Will Dress You in Mourning, O Jerusalem, 
Is Paris Burning? and more recently. The 
Fifth Horseman, their only novel. "The 
Fifth Horseman is really a piece of ‘fiction’. 
Gaddafi was only a pretext. Before we 
began writing the book, we asked 
ourselves one question: 'What would hap¬ 
pen if some dictator with full financial back¬ 
ing wanted an atomic weapon?’ We did 
some factual research. What if Gaddafi 
decided to smuggle a bomb into New York 
Chy. How does nuclear blackmail work?” 

Another dictator Lapierre has written 
about is the man who picked ig) the phone 
from Berlin in 1944 and asked, ’Is Paris 
burning?' Adolf Hitler had wanted ^pier- 
re’s city burnt. “Living in Paris during the 
occupation was a vivid experience. It will 
be printed in my mind for the rest of my 
life. It was 52 months of blackouts and 
food-restrictions. We could be arrested 
any time.” Lapierre will also remember 
the liberation of Paris. “When 1 saw the 
first GI, 1 ran towards him. I only knew 
(me word; so 1 said, ‘chewing gum'. And 
the GI gave me a box of candy." Lapierre 
was only a schoolboy in 1944. But he will 
not forget the nights in the air-raid shel¬ 
ters. “Apart from two occasions, Paris 
was spared by the bombers. But Paris was 



bristling with anti-aircxaft guns.” Lapierre 
will always remember the liberation of 
Paris. He may also remember the morning 
in Bhangar. And he may remember the 
message on a banner hung in the darkened 
SHIS audit(»'ium. It said: "Thank you 
Dominique-da. You are our saviour.” ■ 


• Musical synthesisers: I 

offer two musical synthesisers 
with various effects and provi- 
sions, a PSS 470 (four 
octaves) stereophonic with an 
excellent wooden box and a 
voice bank PSS 470 (three- 
and- a- half octaves) for any¬ 
thing of correspcHtding value. 
Contact Pravas Chowdhury, 
Bhatbandb, Purulia, Pin: 
723 102. 

• Books: 1 would like to ex¬ 
change Achievement text 
books in piQrsics, mafriematics 
I and matiiematics II for any¬ 
thing of corresponding value. 
Write to Aiuiida Kar. 63Q 
Mahanirvan Road. Calcutta- 
700 029. 

• .Textbooks: I would like to 
exdunge a brand new Digital 
Priac^ika and Appheathns by 
Malviid and Le^ for Statis¬ 
tical Met^aaks by Satyama- 
kash Agarwal and Cbaakal 
MeeJata by Gigrtsond Kunar 


or Solid State by Gupta and 
Saxena. Contact Debdip Chak- 
raborty, No. 2 Debigarh, 
Madhyamgram-743 275. 

• Scooter: 1 would like to 
offer an LML Vespa 150 NV in 
brand new condition for any- 
tlang of corresponding value. 
Write to Mana^, G.P.O box 
62, Shillong-1. 

• Magazine: I would like to 
ofrer the January to March 
issues of BM-ADS, a social 
contact magazine for anything 
of corresponding value. Con¬ 
tact Aahfaque Ahmed, 10/A 
Imdad Ali Lane, Calcutta- 
700 016. 

• Books: I ofrer about 100 
books on topics like computer 
science, chemistry, madiema- 
tics, rdigion and fiction for 
anything of corresmondtng 
vahie. Write to Atul Jafo, C/o 
Boxes M»iufacturing C6-, 
Nayasarsi, Hooi^-712 513. 


• Cassettes: I offer casset¬ 
tes of Pet Shop Boys, Saman- 
tha Pox, Boston, Rock 
Machine and Foreigner for 
cassettes of Phill Collins, 
Police or any latest albums by 
new artistoa. Contact Oinesh, 
L/2, 111 Khasmahai, Jam¬ 
shedpur. 

• Books: I wish to exchange 
two books by Agatha Christie, 
one by Enid Blyton and a col¬ 
lection of stories of Sherlock 
Hofanes in Bengali, all in good 
condition, for a solar or battery 
operated calculator or anything 
dse of corresponding value. 
ContatX Saikat S»ksr, 13.17 
Secondary Road, Durgapur- 
713 204. 

• Radio, pocket-clock, 
battery charger, pencil 
batteries and wristwatch:'! 

offer a brand new Paman two- 
band transistor, a fokling p(>ck- 
et-clock widi alarm and date, a 
nickel-cadoiium penefl battery 


charg(:r, a few Ni-Cad pencil 
batteries and a new HMT 
gents wristwatch (model; Ar- 
jum fur an 110 mm camera 
with flashgun or a 33 mm SLR 
camera or a portable black & 
white TV in good condition. 
Contact Subrata Biswas, 
Works Administration, ,Stone 
India Limited, 16 'Taratala 
Road, Calcutta 700088. 
e Sauna belt: 1 wish to ex¬ 
change a sauna belt in excel¬ 
lent condition for anything of 
corresponding value. Write to 
Minati Ray, do S.K. Ray, asst 
executive engineer (electric¬ 
al), Godavarishnagar 4th line, ■ 
Berharopur-760001. 

• Stamps: I offer 600 stamps 
of various countries, a vidro 
game Dtmkey Kong Jr and 
bach issues of the Readers' 
Digest fot anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Write to Dipak 
Mantri, 103 Shovahazar 
Street, Calcutta-700 
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'rbe College Square Swim- 
tning Club, which has pro¬ 
duced many a swimming ta¬ 
lent, was founded by 17 mem¬ 
bers in 1917 with Satish Ran- 
jan Das, MLC, as its jiresi- 
dent. The club house was built 
on the north-east comer of the 
College Square tank in 1927 at 
a cost of Rs 8,328. It was de¬ 
signed by dty architect Hath- 
way, who personally super¬ 
vised its construction. Indus¬ 
trialist G.D. Birla was then 
president of the club, an office 
he held from 1921 to 1932. 

The construction of a sepa¬ 
rate filtered water pool for 
chfidren was later sponsored 
byM.N. Dastur&Co. In 
1973-74, the vmoden diving 


board and platform were mcxi- 
emised with funds provided by 
the Birla House and Bhuwalka 
Jankalyan Trust. 

The name of College Square 
was changed to Vidyasagar 
Udyan on October 18,1979. 
But it is still popularly known 
as Gol Dighi. According to 
Sukumar Sen, the word ‘Gol’ 
(round) originated not from the 
tank’s shape but due to the 
growth of a particular type of 
weed called Gol (akin to ‘Hog- 
la’). However, the noted stage 
actor, Sisir Kumar Bhaduri, 
had refuted Dr Sen’s argu¬ 
ment. stating that the taidi was 
indeed circuit in shape. Bha- 
duri’s contention was corrobo¬ 
rated by the maps of ^^jqr . 
Schakh and Tassin, print^ in 


1825 and 1833, respectively. 
The pool is sakl to have got its 
present square shape some¬ 
time around 1912-13. 

The club has produced a 
number of Olympians like 
D.D. Mu^, DurgaDas, Kedar 
Sliaw, SamUiu Saha and Dr 
Bijoy Kumar Uumuin. Another 

g 'ominent member, Ganesh 
as, captained the Indian 
waterpdu team at tlie Delhi 
Asiadin 1951. Besides various 
social activities the chib has 
instituted an annual award for 
the best Bengal swimmer in 
the men’s and women’s 
groups. At present it has over 
1,2(X) members, more than 60 
per cent of whom are 
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H \ hrad of you, you wiU see the 
yLl Howrah Bridge...this is a 
XjLianious example of a cantilever 
bridge...it is often asked in quiazes, ‘How 
many nuts and bolts does Howrah Bridge 
have?’ Actually it has none, ft is rivet- 
ted..." The sleek steel lines of the bus 
glides through the mess of trucks and 
tbe/as, its progress punctuated by Nikon 
clicks and flashes. Pink and white fttces 
peeSr out of the plate glass windows and 
are peered back at in turn. 

In front of the coach, almost permanent¬ 
ly attached to the public address system, 
sits the tour guide. “The ground floor of 
the National Library houses 15 kms of 
stacks of books...readers can have free 
access to 10,000 reference books...” 

The tourist guide is a part of every 
important holiday. Part of the public build¬ 
ings, the monuments, Ore art galleries, 
waving fans, flapping guidebooks, 
“in 1803, the Marquis of Wellesley, who 
was an impetuous man, ordered the build¬ 
ing of a magnificent palace to house the 
Governor General in Calcutta...” They 
deliver facts about places in an unceasing 
monotone. They deliver history and cul¬ 
ture suimbly reconstituted and order cro¬ 
codiles of people in and out of buses. They 
trail them up and down stairs and through 
galleries, dictate their lunchbreaks and 
their hours pf education... 

For most tourists tlieir words encapsu¬ 
late a city and its culture and flesh out the 
memories of photograph albums. 

"With a view to propagating l»althy film 
culture the government has set up the film 
centre known as Nandan. Soon we will 
have Satyajit Rays in every para of Csicut- 
te...” These people, with their never 
exhausted patter and their seemin^y end¬ 
less knowledge about the banyan tree in 
the Botanies, the number of rivets in 
Howrah Bridge or the tnudras in Bharat 
Natyam, do not spring up overnight. It 
takes a lot of learning and on-the-job 
experience to become a tota paUu or a 
tape recorder of instant facts. 

The Government of India tourist office 
began a course for tourist guides about 20 
years agp. The course requires no real 
qualification beyond a graduate's degree, a ; 


AnjanaBasttonthe 

dfflts and you ~ 
ent^unter when you 
lecide to go pla^s with" 
tourist ^des 


fluency in Encash and an interest in people 
and places. Would-be tourist guides are 
hfterviewed on ttese subjects and then 
enrolled in a course which was first three 
months long and which has now dwindled 
to two. 

For fiw days a week, candidates are 
grilled on shipping, shopping, art, 
architecture, dattce, drama and any other 
aspect of India that might come to mind. 
The courses are taken by department 
heads from universities or by other spe¬ 
cialists in their respective subjects, and 
are often accompanied by slides or films. 
After the course is over, a three- 
hour writt«i and an oral examination 
follow. “When we passed, they threw a 
party for us at the Grand and handed us 
our identity cards.” 

It is a red embossed piece of pasteboard 
with a picture stuck on it that means a 
tourist gtnde is registered in the files of 
the Government of India and the West 
Bengal tourism departments. Ihe card is 
recognised at theindian 

Museum, the Victoria Memorial and at 
various other tourist spots unquestioningly 
and unhesitatin^y. Names and addresses 
of these card bearers are also given out to 
all the travel agents and to the travel 
desks of the five star hotels. Then there 
follows a period of breathless anticipation 
accompanied by much running around from 
office to desk to Qe in the hope of getting 
assigments. 

Quite often, the first few assiBunents 
are honorary or complimentary. Leadii^ 
around a guest of the Government of India 
tourist 0 ^ or ITDC, usually a travel 
writer firdfiv Thafland or a photographer 
from Italy. In Bondwy, guides sre given 
asrigniMnts by totati^ ht Cricutta, out¬ 


side the govemment circles, it appears to 
depend more on rapport, travel agents 
have their favourite guides, or lists of 
those in demand by tourists, pec^le who 
have managed to put more' Itfe into the 
three hours around Calcutta than the rest. 
For most, there is the obligatory ITDC 
dty tour of Calcutta, wMch takes up the 
whde day and which is guaranteed to give 
a guide at least two assignment^ a month, 
at the lucrative rate of all the heads in the 
bus plus extras. 

A lot of learning happens from assign¬ 
ment to assignment “You see, they 
taught us evetyflfing on India, but nothing 
in depth about Calcutta. I had to learn it by 
myself.” The surface knowledge occa¬ 
sionally causes pcobtems. Each ITDC and 
West Beni^ tourism department tour 
consists ot several set points at a particu¬ 
lar place, with an allotted time span for 
each of the points. “So 1 took this Russian 
group to the Botanies. The rule there is 
Banyan Tree—you know, the great one— 
pag/a gac/ifr—branching palm and Palm 







House. About 15 minutes fcsr the whole 
place with some lingering time in the Palm 
House. Unfortunal^, the Russians we* 
ren’t satnfied mth IS minutes. They kept 
asking me about this tree and that oth^ 
one and I'd finished my repertoire and 
didn't know a thing more. Fortunately, 
d>ey had a botanist who knew a few, but 
they were furious with me and kept scold¬ 
ing me for the whole of the half day that 
we speiit there...” 

A lot of guides drop out of the business 
by foiling to renew their cards after their 
second year of guiding. Most of them 
complain that it lacks satisfaction as a 
career and that the rewards are hardly 
worth the effort. Which is ^y the major¬ 
ity of tourist guides are women who find 
that the part time nature eff Uie jd> suits 
them admipbly. Tho'if,;' . lere are many 
men who'combine yukLi,"' with other, 
more paying profes.' o’ .v « 

“The government ii 5 ' jre put down 
on their printed forms wiui our names and 
addresses.* There are rate:*, for half day 
shifts and rates for hiQ <h.;' shifts. You 
work out your fees {icc.>rding to your 
assignments, ymi suorni't yo<jr bill, and 
then the trouble begh’^=. n ^ West Bengal 
tourism depa^ent p" *hree times a 

year. Once in Ma' once just 

before the Piqas i with great 

difficulty and much m February 

or March. Travel at .5 days to a 

mondi to pay and ces about a 

month. On paper, we earii , but during 
the season, we’re far too ru "d to be able 
either to put in our bills i. collect any¬ 
thing. And no otie wants to pay you unless 
you keep reminding them.” 


F oreign language ^ides appear to be 
the only ones able to make a living out 
of guiding- Special three-month foreign 
language Courses are arranged for these 
guides by the Government of India tourist 
office, uvough the ccmsulates. But, in 
spite of the courses, there are only two 
offidai French guides, two German, two 
Russian and one Spanish. There is, 
however, no shortage of Japanese lan¬ 
guage guides, though in the case of 
Japanese, tourists prefer guides with de¬ 
grees straight out of Tokyo. 

Calcutta is high on the Japanese tourist 
map because it is the entry point to the 
world of the Buddha and places like Sar- 
nath, Bodh Gaya and Varanasi. Calcutta is 
also the entry point for the erotic interests 
of Khajuraho. Japanese speaking guides 
from Calcutta very often accompany their 
tour groups all over India and m three 


iapanasecatiiisviry 
Hifficutt and are tmmald 
askqtie$tlofisl^«i)o 
Indian ivomanwaar 




numths earn enough to take the rest of the 
I year very easy. Despite the financial fac¬ 
tor, gmdes compipin that the Japanese can 
be very difficult and are prone to ask 
questkms like, “Do Indian women wear 
panties under their saris?" 

A lot of foreign language groups arrive 
equipped with tiieir own interpreters, so 
tliat Engksh is all a guide needs to be able 
to escort them. Such groups, however, 
also arrive equipped with their own pre¬ 
conceived notions of what Calcutta should 
be and what they want to see. One Italian 
group with a French translator simply 
want^ beaucoup <ks femmes and were 
promptly handed back to the tourism de¬ 
partment by an irate woman guide. A 
French group insisted on a sari-winding 
demonstration in a moving bus. 

The season is from mid-September to 
March for forei^ tourists and frran mid- 
September to i^-June for domestic visi¬ 
tors. Then the tourist trade shuts down 
with the rains for July, August arid part of 
September. The offic^ word in tourism 
circles is that 19^1 will be a bad year for 
tourism with the Gulf crisis crunching 
down on tourists from Europe and Amer¬ 
ica. But tourist guides appear to be opti- 
mistic. There is always enough work, they 
say; someone wanting to make a 
documentary film or write a book. 

Most tourist guides prefer the offbeat 
visitors to the groups, even though coach 
guides are better paid. Stuck in the front 
of a coach with a mike, they say, gives you 
very little chance to interact. Whereas 
accompanying three people in a car on a 
whole day tour can be a very different 
stcry. You meet the other cultures face to 





fKe, so to speak 

Visitors otten have the same idea An 
old Amencan gentleman rang up tlie ITDC 
office and asked for someone to tidk to fw 
two or three hours and walk across the 
Howrah Bridge with Though there wa"' 
some initial doubt as to his credentials and 
his mtentKms, a guide was despatched 
The gentleman turned out to be a surgeon 
who spent his hohdays offering his ser 
vices free of charge m Third World coun 
tries 

Everyone has his feivounte offbeat 
visitor story An Italian photographer was 
taking pictures of Indian weddings He 
went to photo^ph the mamage of a 
police officer's daughter His guide who 
Dad not accompanied Ism to the wedding, 
found hun waiting for her in the hotel lobby 
the next day, barefoot His only pair of 
shoes had bran stolen at the wedding 
Inatead oi a mommg spent among the 
monuments, they spent it in the aiiades of 
shoe shops The same photographer also 
spent SIX hours m the flower market just 
to get one shot and appeared to have a 
remarkable abtbtv to blend into his sur¬ 
roundings 

"He took mt to the burning ghat -Niin 
tola of aU places I told him women weren t 
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supposed to walk into burning ghats and 
btayed put m the car I thou^t he d gei 
beaten up bv the crowd but no, he came 
out tnumphantlN having used up a roll of 
film’ 


G uiding couises are held wh« never the 
tourist office feels there is a shortage 
of guides and about 30 ait taken into 
every courst Previously then was no age 
lumt, but recentiv one lias been imposed 



to complicate things further Guiding u 
ihst becoming one of those thuiga you do 
in between college and a meaningful 
career There is a certain tack of commit¬ 
ment to the profeaaion and it carriea with 
It the same dangers as air hoateaafog or 
modelling No one has ever heard of an old 
model or a middle-aged air hostess Once 
the ^sa fades, guides find themselves 
respectable jobs and opt thankfully out of 
the Victoria Memorial-Planetarium- 
Museum routine They do not write books 
on guidmg or issue tieatises on art and 
culture, though a few might find them¬ 
selves mentioned in acknowledgement 
pages or fto credits 
what It takes to be a guide is a certain 
drama, a certain heightened perspective 
One gentleman, styled ‘the best guide ui 
Asia famous for lines of dialogue like 
Gangs To you it looks like a dirty nver 
To me It is my mothei ’ "We giggled 
when we heard him aay it,’ said two of his 
juniors, ‘but thats the kind of Oriental 
mvstictsm that foreigners like* And the 
fact that he doesn't have a single preposi¬ 
tion to his Ei^Iish 18 unimportant " 
Guidmg IS ihe ability to come out with 
Imes like “The Ochterlony Monument is 
the biggest Imgrni in Calcutta and go on 
to embiotder that startimg fact with stor 
les of Ochterlony in Mophul costume out 
nding with his 13 native mistresses on the 
nvu£n A gift for catchmg the attention 
and holdmg it long enouj^ to make a pomt 
English nr the tack of it doesn t matter 
Fluency does 

A guide has to be able to deal with 
upsets vnthout tummg a hair A West 
Bengal tounsm bus to Vishnupui once 
turned turtle mercifully wnthout damaging 
any of its student passengers 1 he guide 
confronted with no bus and the prospect of 
anxious parents waiting m Calcutta, com¬ 
mandeered a fleet of lomes and managed 
to get everyone safely home even Ihoug^i 
it was well aftei midiught 
' Or take those all night Pi^a tours Af¬ 
ter a little while vou realise that a few 
people have booked on it simply because 
they ve been unable to get hotel accom¬ 
modation lot the nijdit They get down at 
one or twq pandals and then they simply 
settle down to sleep ’ 

There is always a demand for guides 
regardess of tounsm slumps or declitung 
trade Theie is always someone in¬ 
terested, wiUmg to wnte an i^scure piece 
on the City of Joy or the Black Hole or 
wdlmg to interview Mother T«resa There 
are no streets of guides with their cards as 
there are m places hke Klmutaho that kve 
on tounsm But for the few people who 
dnft into It uid stay with it, there is always 
a need Even if it is only to pick up a mdee 
and say. "Calcutta was once called t}ie City 
of Palaces On your left you wiU notice a 
famous example of neo-palladlatl 
architecture. ” ■ 






Red Curry 
(Roghan 
Josh): 
Kashmir 


T liere are so many versions of rof^ian 
josh and so many interpretations of 
the words mghen and josh that one is 
always circumspect to say that this is the 
‘real thing’! 



British 

Mehic 

ingredients 

American 

2ib 

1 kg 

meat, preferably mutton, 
goulash cut 

2Llb 

7 fl oz(1i cups) 

200 mi 

ghee 

1 cup 

durtng<ooUng masala 1 

^oz 

lOOg 

yoghurt 

icup 

1 tbsp 

7.5 g 

ginger, finely chopped 

1 tbsp 



1 tbsp 


12.5 g salt, to taste 


cinnamon 1" ^.5 cm) 


bay leaves ((cj/pai) 


6g chHIi powder 


6 cloves 


cardamoms, large brown 


6 cardamoms, small green 


dur<n0<ooidng maaala 2 


5g garlic paste 


durlng-cooking maMla 3 


lOg poniysaed. soaked & ground 
to a paste with a Htlle water 


2^ taps 




1 tbsp 




Itbsp 


2tapa 

5.5 g 

cumin pofwdar 

2t8pS 

2t8ps 

4g 

corfandar powder 

2t8ps 

ittwp 

7g 

Hungartentsd paprika 
oriaeanj^(2 8flcka) 

1 tbsp 


3aog;(|CMp) TSffli 


'fiiMiillng 


f OMp 


I Method. 


Put the meat along with the during- 
cookmg masala 1 in ghee. Cover and let 
cook on slow fire till the water from the 
meat evaporates. Turn the meat with a 
spatula or a large spoon and sprinkle a 
little of the garlic water, the during- 
cooking masala 2 and keep stir frying. 
Repeatedly add the garlic water till meat is 
dry and reddish brown. I'he cooking pan 
should be heavy-bottomed to avoid stick¬ 
ing or burning during cooking. Now add 
the dvuing-cooking masala 3 ai^ 3 fl oz (75 
ml or 3/8 cup) of water and again stir fry 
taking special care not to make the meat 
hard. This can be tested with a tooth|»ck. 
By now the ghee which will be reddish, 
after adding ratan jyot, will have come to 
the top. 

Transfer to a white serving bowl and 
add the Snishing masala. Serve with rice or 
any Indian bread. 

NOTE: Traditionally one uses asafoetida 
in water instead of garlic paste. Kashmiris 
will never use garlic. Asafoetida is very 
difScult to ccmtrol, due to the fickie nature 
of tile asafoetida gum which can vary from 
innocuous to the very strong. If one is not 
experienced in the organoleptic control of 
asdoetida, the dish can either become 
bland or inedible. If using ratan jyot re¬ 
move the pieces before serving. 


From Curry Curry Curry try Ranjit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 



























PANORAMA 


W ith >1 lin.tl (li//>mK twist our diiK 
out (iiKM squirt! d thioiifh tiu 
lapids iiid into i quKt lit>!Min 
Salt dt last I thought 

W** win on th< Vaiapa Kivtr i 
lilt aiidi ruiK Inbiitaiv ol tht Arni/oii on 
the fust k y of an t x|>t dition into tti( di tp 
jiinKk I sifO-’id batk m inv st it swi ii\ 
Hid (. nil ui-.tt d Out hand flopptd ovt r tht 
punwalf tiid tiaikd in thi Itiioloiiitd 
wiU r 

I wouldn t do tint slid tht fjuidt 
Kitardo Kui/ fit Ivld up his own kft 
thumb a nistv ilut iitai its tip 
Piranha lit siid ipoloKttit ilK 
Piianhi lilt tillirIII! Indian woid foi 
tht fitru littk fiih ttut inhabits niuih ol 
South Anitiua Ins Ixtoiat an I n^lish 
synonym foi hioiity ind futtd It is tin 
fish with III itlitudt 

Whik not ( III in Iv dis)xUint> tius inia>;( 
rettnt n t irth ins -.hown piriniiis nny 
not bt IS bliMKlthiisiy is iKopk think 
Sotiit pit inlia'' t \ ( n lx i onit vt ft t mans 
at ( t It iin liiiii ot till ytai 

Storit s ol piriiilu vioknit hivi thiilltd 
and horiilitd ptopk Ixyoiid South Atmr 
ltd Sintt tht fhlhitiituiv wlit n till lust 
Sp<ini ^h i xploit rs lx t'<in st ndinf bat k 11 
poits of stiantti wiidlift Pinnhas it putt d 
attiai tion to hkxxl k nds a ^nic sonit qu ih 
ty to miiiy attounls 

lanitd Hntish iriny suiveyor Ptity 
Pawdtt Itlls ot I Kolivun '■olditr who ftil 
from his [latiol Ixiat into i pii inha ink >ltd 
ptxil and found that his htayy Ixxit pit 
wnti'd him horn tlimbing traik in After 
much sirtaminp tin niin ixi imt quiet 
Whtn rtsiutrs linally it iihed him md 
pntd his lumdi fiom tht qunwak tht y 
found hts entile lowti torso had hten 
stopped to tht fxine Ihty thtonstd that 
pirarihas had lx i n att' it ted by his rt d 
troust rs 

Any ol it is possibk siys Uimtisity 
of Florida zoologist I to (i Nito leferrmg 
to luiid anounts ht has hi ltd of piianhi 
attacks fhey hati tht ixiIttiUal to do 
tint with thtir tit th and stiong jaws 

But Nut and othtr sneiitists who study 
puanhas siy tht lishs ugly reputation is 
laigily undtseivtd I dont disiigard 
(xtasional stones of attack says Nuo 
‘‘But I thmk they ire really ran I tom 
part piranhas with dogs They havt tht 
potential to do a lot of damage but in most 
eases they nt vt r do 
Unlike dogs hov^evti puanhas havt 
been littk studied and aie ptxiily under 
stCKxl F veil the nunibt r of pvanha spent s 
IS disputed Antonu/ Mathado Allison of 
the University of Venezutla and Willum 
Fmk of thi University of Michigan liave 
counted ome ft) specie^ and art finding 
still more 

Dietary habits of piranha vary 
tremendously Species with longer, more 
streamLnt d btxlies and pouited snouts are 
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A freskly Mttght irftmlM jfiqriaTS «hw]k trianglea of 
fiorsUrl^ flu, fed«f and lleflb from ether Altbough 

Idranhu are lonwti to Ulick aniBuils cet^derably larger than 
Aamaeives h| thd trater, expert! uy moet boman wounds are 
inflicted after tbe fish are broogbt aboard, boats by anglers 


Blunt, bulldog profiles and red bellies identify these piranhas as 
beionging to a ferocious, flesh-eating species. Pores along their 
bodies enable them to detect distant disturbances. Endowed 
with good vision and a well-developed sense of smell, they often 
ambush other fish swept into an area by a heavy current 
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satisfied just to nip at fins and scales of 
other fish. Hut the blunt-headed varieties 
vnth bulldog laws and red bellie.'S dme on 
whole fish, some at a single gulp. 

Adult pirantias range in length from nine 
inches to about 20 inches, l.ike sharks and 
billy goats, they are not discrinunating din¬ 
ers. Researchers Iwive found in their sto¬ 
machs fragments of birds, snakes, small 
mammals and even a young caiman—a 
South American alligator. 

Some piranlias dine on then own young. 
IVanhas are called "canbes" in Vene- 
/.uelan, recalling tlu- cannibalistic Indians 
encountered by Chnstopher Columbus in 
the West Indies. 

Some species rely on eating seeds and 
fruit that drop into the water ftoin trei-s 
during rainy seasons, when streams and 
forests are floixled. Such a fixid link rein 
forces the global campaign to preserve 
South America’s rain forests. 

"The forests arc important to fish 
populations, even those like piranhas that 
are typically carnivores," says Niro. "This 
IS especially important in areas where the 
water is nutrient-prMii. l•'or small fishes, 
trees and other vegetation play an impor¬ 
tant part as a fixid base." 

'I'he presence of blood has not lieeii 
shown scientifically l(> excite piranhas. 
And nativi- iieople, while cautious, are not 
terrified of eniering the witer. Indians, 
including small children. loutinely bathe 
and swim in places w'here pu'anhas are 
bound to lx; present. 

Brazilian researcher Ivan Sazima. who 
has observed piranluis underwater, notes 
they are scavengers. He tlieorist;s that 
many horror stories have sprung from the 
discovery of corpses of people who died 
from other causes and then were partly 
eaten by piranhas. 

Piranhas do attack live animals, howev¬ 
er. They have good vision, a well- 
developed sense of smell and a system of 
pores aking their IxKly that allows them to 
detect distant disturbances in water and 
pinpoint their direction. 

And they are opportunistic. 'I’hey often 
gather in water beneath trees where aqua¬ 
tic birds are nesting and instantly converge 
on anything dropped, including nesting 
materials, food and an occasional bird. 

Nico reports that a young cormorant 
seen falling from its nest was pulled under 
by piranhas while trying to swim to safety. 
Not even a feather was left. 

But Nico says most humans are wound¬ 
ed after piranhas have Ix-en hooked by 
fishermen and brougtit atxiard boats. Fried 
piranha is prized .m many parts of South 
America for its dehcate, flaky white flesh. 

“If we were keeping score, piranhas 
could say human-infested shores are 
among the most dangerous in the world," 
Nico says. “We bite them more than they 
bite us.” 

(Nutmnal Geographic News Service) 
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T he i^ts of north Calcut¬ 
ta evoke a sense of 
nostalgia. Standing de- 
crept, they show a face of the 
city that is fast vanishing. 
From the days of Gangayatra 
when dying people were taken 
to the riverside, to today’s 
serpentine queues of ‘Posta’ 
lorms on the adjacent Strand 
Road, these ghats have wit¬ 
nessed the passage of time 
through a unique kieidoscope, 
showing how the Cianga has 
sustained the people of old 
Calcutta both materially and 
spiritually for so many years. 

Most of these g^ats came 
up after 1820 when the course 
of the river drifted, facilitating 
the construction of Strand 
Road. The road was com¬ 
pleted in 1831, replacing a 
number of docks. 

The Nimtollah and Kashi 
Mitra ghats are the main burn¬ 
ing ghats in north Calcutta. 
I'te Aiuiapuma, Bagbazar and 
AhiritoUah ghats, are the main 
bathing spots. Along the two 
km stret^ between the Bag- 
bazar and AhiritoUah ghats 
stand a number of prominent 
ghats including Kuniartufi and 
Shovabazar. Dotted with small 
temples, this stretch is an 
abooe of lesser-known god¬ 
desses—their worshippers at 
some time or other ctose to 
leave their idols on the j^ts 
instead of immersing theia 
According to Radha Raman 
Miba, the noted Calcutta re¬ 
searcher, there are 40 ^ts of 
the Ganga in Calcutta. Many of 
them were nanted after their 
founders—like Naba Krishna 
Deb and Durga Charan 
Mukherjee, prominent per¬ 
sons of their time. But now 
most of the ghats stand dilapi¬ 
dated, while many have ceased 
to exist. But die surviving 
ones still fight to keep afive the 
spirit of the river and the tradi- 
tkm oi the dty. ■ 























T heir friendship is barely a year and a 
half old, but the 10 gentlemen who 
meei everyday at the Lakes and sit 
on the two adjacent benches are so 
attached to one another that if any one of 
them does not turn up for two successive 
mornings, he is sure to receive a phonecall 
by nudmom and itomeone may visit him by 
the evening, too. 

The ages of the 10 men vary from 5.5 to 
68 and except three of them, they are 
leaduig retired liv<(s. They were employed 
in banks, railways, central government 
offices or mercantile establishments. They 
liave put in tlieir lives’ savings and super¬ 
annuation benefits into various bank and 
post office schemes and saved themselves 
the worries of funding the family budget. 
'Hieii daughters are happily married. 


time for the 9 pm TV serial to begin, they 
take leave of one another. 

Obviously. Baneijee, Duttagupta and 
others in the group have plenty of time at 
their disposal, but having lived through it 
for eight to 10 years, they have learnt to 
make the best of it. They avoid the bore¬ 
dom of staying at home, at least as far as 
they can help it. A good part of the morn¬ 
ing is spent at the l^kes. thev visit fnends 


and relatives in the afternoons and make 
occasional trips to Digha or Puri with like- 
minded companions. 'ITiose with a greater 
zeal to travel, like Probhat Burman, make 
it to Hardwar or Amamath. Robin Dutta of 
Kasba, a bachelor, spends a month at the 
Aurobindo Ashram in Pondichen y each 
year. 

The members of this group are now 
familiar with one another’s tastes and 


Suns t 


Saibal Chakraborty 

observes a 


group of ten old men, 



make the twilight of their 




sons well placed. The major strug^es of 
life are, for them, over. 'Their duties now 
comprise the renewing of the milk card by 
the 10th of every month or escorting the 
granddauf^ter to the kindergarten school, 
three blocks away. T'hose who do not live 
with their smis stiO have to do the daily 
marketing themselves, generally on the 
way back from llie Lakes. 

So, Sankar Mukherjee, Asis Mitra and 
Nabani Duttagupta have plastic bags neatly 
folded inside their trouser pockets when 
they go for their morning walks. They pick 
up fresh vegetables, fish and seasonal 
frxiits frxHn the market on the way back 
home. The meeting in the morning, 
however, is more important Around 5 
am, they appear from different directions 
and after each one has had his fixed round 
of walk or free hand exercise, he sits down 
on the bendi till 6.30 am and discusses 
anything from mustard oil to Maneka 
Gandhi. 

Two of these 10 men find the I,akes so 
endearing that they visit it in the evenings 
also. But then, there is a different spot to 
sit on, and a (Merent set of people to chat 
writh. Tliey remain there till as late as 8 
pm, with the evening breeze getting more 
pleasant with every hour. Just before it is 
















habits Satish Manna and Subhas Roy who 
are neiKhbours at Chakiabena an the 
first to ainvi m the niominf; md (Htupv 
the two adjacent benches these have 
been freshly jumted b\ a kckkI hearted 
Lions Club member Salil Lhakiabortv 
who IS finickv about doinjj ill work 
m tone, leaves punctual!; at (> am so that 
he can go back and have his moniing tea 
with his wife Asis Mitra gcK-s out for his 


morning walk only after his tea and slia\e 
All these 10 men were bom m this cit> 
brought up and worked liere Uki but 
I ept for Sankar Mukheoee .md Asis Mitra 
tliey had never met one another before 
they got acqiMinted at the Lakes towards 
the end of 1488 Now the intimacy be* 
tween them is so deep tliat tne om who 
absents himself on a p<irti(i'lai day tai c s a 
hostile rei eptioii the nex* dav' 


O n days hkc August Ifi, Poila Bais.ikh 
or Malialava, every member of the 
group contnhiitc'’ a modest sum <<f Rs 10 
each and the; oiganise a tea p-irty for 
themsihes Asis Mitra, Hlwibham Baner 
jee and S.inkar Mukliei jt e take a leadmg 
part in organismg these piities Mitra and 
Banenec arrange for the hot smg/wras 
from a lonfeilioncr at Southern Avuiue 
Sankar Muklienec travel*- lioiii Bill; 



w 


gunge station t iking the early nioniing 
tram from Rashbc'han crossing to colleit 
thhandi jihpi honi his favouiite Mistaiuia 
Bhander Nabarababu w ikes up lus young 
d.iughtei m law a dcKtorat* ui Bing ill 
lyric *• atfivi iii the nionimgto prepare tin 
tea for the giand party Aiound six 
oclink they start .imviiig at their reg'ilar 
spot horn different directions each car 
lying his own share of fcKidstuff and Naba 
nibahu with the tc i in two giant fasks 

After the ref'i shments and tea are 
served Robin l>utta who twice unsuc 
cessfullv auditioned foi Akashvam, rem 
dels a lagore song and that brings tin’ 
party to an end Coinjiliments are paid to 
Mitra and Banerjee foi prepaiing the 
budget in sue h a manner that theie would 
be sufficient to spare ind distnbute to 
‘outsiders’ and take some of the stuff 
home, tex) I he narty is ovei by seven 

Bays pass on like this Bandh calls by 
political parties, cliangc of govemnit nts oi 
the horrors of the Stoneman- nothing tx 
cept a heavy shower m the monung can 
stand in the way of the mcH'ting of these It) 
men 

1 hey c ontinuc talking about one 
another's health nsing pn<< s their first 
kive or the wife’s gout I hen, suddenly, 
their peace is disturbed Deben (jranguly, a 
retured sec bon officer of S t Railway and 
an old member of the group has suffered 
his second heart attack ui the* same year 
Nabani Duttagupta, tacky to have his tele 
phone working keeps in touch with 
(languly’s eldest son ana keeps his fnends 
at the Lakes informed every inommg 

Then, one day, the bad news comes 
The nme men kxik gnm and speechless 
ITie air tends to be heavy and the trees 
look as if thc-y are praying f6r someone’s 
soul A portion of tlie two benches lies 
uncx.caipied Fhcy wait for their mornings 
to be t^ same agam ■ 









Att iAformation fliven 
on ttieu i^ges » 
ofeeiirstoattlioUinBOf 
gobiQ to press 




Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman 

REGULAR SHOWS I 


Hindi Films 


• Daddy: Hind (Ganesh Chandra 
Avenue; 274259)—noon. 

A fibn by Mahesh Bhatt, star¬ 
ring Anupam Kbcr, Poc^a Bhatt, 


Kulbhushan Kharbanda and 
Sadashiv Amrapurlcar. The music 
is by Bappi l.,ahin. ' 

• Fateh: Elite (S.N. Baneijee 
Road; 241383). Prabhat (Cht^- 
anjan Avenue; 390762), Ujjala 
(Russa Road; 478666), Rupati 
(Ashutosh Mookerjee Road; 
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• Hum: Hind (Ganesh Chancha 
Avenue; 274259). Basusree (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 484808)—3 
^ws. 

Directed by Muktd S. Anand, 
the &n stars Amitabh Bachchan 
along with Rrynikant, Govinda, 
Katlmr, Deepa Sabi, Shilpa 


Shirodkar, Daimy, Anupam Kher 
and Kader Khaa The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Jaao Ki Kasam (A); Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 28191A Moon- 
fight (T.C. Dutta Street; 254956). 
Priya (Rashbehari Avenue; 
464440), Uttara (Bidhan Sarani; 
.552200). Purabi (M.G. Road; 
350680)—4 shows. 

Directed by Su.shil Malik and 
with music by Nadeem Shravan. 
the chief attractions of this film are 
Krishna, debutante Saathi Gangu¬ 
ly, Suresh Oberoi, Raiyeet, Raza 
Murad and Archana Puitui Sinfdi- 

• Khoon Ka Karz: Opera (Lenin 
Sarani; 281849)—4 shows. 

ViiHid Khanna, Surjay Dutt, Ka- 
jnikant. Dimple Kapa^, Kimi Kat- 
kar, Sangeeta Bijiani. Shakti 
Kapoor and Kader Khan comprise 
the main cast. The film is directed 
by Mukul S. Anand and the music 
is by I,3xmikant Pyarelal. 

• Numbri Aadmi: Jfew Cinema 
(Lenin Saram; 270147)—4 shows. 

Directed by Swaroop Kumar and 
with music by Bappi Lahin, the 
lead stars are Mithun Chakraborty, 
Kimi Katkar, Sangeeta BijIani, 
Kunai Goswami, Sonu Walia. 
Suresh Oberoi and Amrish Puri. 

• Patthar Ke Pbool: Metro 
(Chowringhee Road; 280141)—4 
shows. 

A love story, starring Salman 
Khan and Ravecna Tandun. The 
film is directed by Anant Balani and 
the music is by Ram Laxman. 

• Sanain Bewafa; Lotus (S.N. 
Bancrjee Road; 242664)— 4 
shows. 

Yet another love story, starring 
Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni. The film is directed by 
Baawan Kumar and the music is by 
Mahesh Kishor. 

• Yodba: Roxy (Chowringhee 
Place; 284lJ»i-^ shows. 

Directed by Rahul Rawail and 
with music by Bappi Lahiri, the 
film stars Sunny Deol, Sunjay 
Dutt, Sangeeta Bylani and Danny. 


Bengali Films 


• Bidhir Bidhan: Darpana 
(Bidhan Sarani; 558080), Punia 
(S.P. Mukheriee Road; 474567), 
Prachi (AJC Bose Road; 271282>- 
3 shows. 

Arun (^vil, Satabdi Roy, Raigit, 
MuUick, Sumitra Mukheijee, Papia 
Adhikari, Mohan Choti, Vijay 
Mohanty, Sangeeta Das and Tapas 
Paul arc the main attractions of 
this film, directed by Mohammed 
Mohsin. The music is by Akshay 
Mohanty. 

• Da^moni: Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553045)—3 shows. 

Prasenjit. Kya Das, Sumitra 
Mukherjee, Suttenrhi Chatterjee, 
Sandhyatani, Santu Mukheijee and 
Sukhen Das comprise the cast cf 
this Sukhen Das film. The music is 
by Ajoy Das. 






U>20MM«hi«40|MB 

Katbik Kendni, New Dettu pre* 
•ente a tiiree<day feativai of 
Kathak dance featuring NritymiliM 
on the Idtb and a fail-fledged 
dance-drama, SimluMit on the 
IWi and 20th. 

Nrityanj^i, comprising Birju 
Mabaraj'a four recent abort 
choreographic numbers (Aum, 
Naad-Guiyan, Thumri-mUika and 
Leefangfka), give an idea of the 
Kathak Keiuto repertory wing's 
innovative work. Although the 
story material of Simhasati has 
been drawn from the Afahabharata, 
the presentation aims at reflecting 
contemporary values. Besides 
choreography, Biiju Maharai has 
scored the music for the composi- 
tkms. 

At Kaia Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani: 449086). 


A M«M ftrmi ■ Kattak KaiMlni prMMtathHi 


18-24 March; 4.30 pm 

Padatik Repertory presents the 
Hind! play, Sakhargm Binder, 
based cm the man-wonuin rela- 
tionshm, with Kulbhushan Khar- 
banda m the lead. Written by Vijay 
Tendulkar and directed by 
Shyamaiiwd Jslan, the cast also 
includes Chetna Jalan, Shakil Khan, 
PradipIRoy and Baiatakhi M^it. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 


Street; 22S215/3516). 

18 March onwards: 3 pm ■ 8 
pm 

Chhayi^th will hold a week- 
long exhibition of photographs in 
the West and New South galleries. 

• Bandana Ash will hold a week- 
long exhibition of her crafts in the 
New Gallery. 

19 March onwards: 3 pm • 8 


A weak-long exhibttkm td pahtt- 
ingB by Raniit Roy in the North 
G^ery. 

20 March onwards: 3 pm • 8 
pm 

Baren Basu will hold lus paint- 
faigs exhibition in the Central Gal¬ 
lery ^ 28. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284^2). 

23 March: 4 pm 

Sanskriti Sagar presents the 
comedy play, Cheena Ki Haaina Ki 
Paheliyaa, presented by the 
Naatak Compwy of Bombay, with 
Sushfflita Mukherjee in the lead. 

At G.D. Birla Ssbhagar (29 
Ashutosh Choudbury Avenue). 

23 March: 4 pm 

Udayam presents a Bharats 
Natyam recital by Sigatha Rama- 
tingam. 

At Mysore Association Hall 
(Rqa Basanta Roy Road). 


Calcutla-Bofflbay-London-Naw 
York: Oep. (2); AI-IOI at 0230 
Bombay-Calcutte-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (S): AI-306 at 1915; 
Oep. (S); AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Banskok-Catcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (I); AI-309 at 1910; 
Oep. (6): AI-309 at 2025. - 
Lonaon-OalN-Calcutta; Arr. (7): 
Al-132(13^ at 1230. 

* Moaoow-8IUir|ah-Caicutta: Arr, 
(4): SU-S37 at 1625. 

* Calcutta-Shariah-Moaeow: 
Oep. (4); SU-538 at 1625. 

* Moaeow-Taalikant-Karachl- 
Caicutta-Hanot: Arr. (2): SU-541 
at 0755; Oep. (2): SU-541 at 0905. 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl-, 
Taahkant-Moaoow: Arr. (2); SU- 
542 at 17»; Dep. (2): SU-542 at 
1905. 

Calciitta-Amman; Oep. (5): RJ- 
IBS at 0630. 

Amman-Caleutta: Arr. (4); RJ- 
184 at 0600. 

Calcutta-SIngapora: Oep. (2); 
SCM16 at 1130 and Oep. (4). SO- 
420 at 1310. 

M no a pora-CalciiWa; Arr. (2): SO- 
416 at 1025 ant^. (4); 8(3-420 at 
1210. 

Catoutta-Banghok; Dep. (2.4,7); 
IC-731 m 0900; Oep. (1.3.6): TO- 
314 at 1355. 

BangtoMMcutla: Ap. (2. 4, 7); 
1C-7«at 1600; Arr. (1. 3,6); TQ- 
313 at 1240. 

CalcutthKattunamhi: Dap. (2,4, 
7); tC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1, 5); 
flA-214 at 1530. 

KaHmandu-Caleuna: Arr. (2, 4, 
7); IC-748 at 1930; Arr. (1,5); RA^ 
213 at 1430. 

CatcuMa-Dhaka: 0^. (3, 6); IC- 
723 at 1340. Dap. (daUy); BG-692 
at 1220 and 8Q4 Mm 1936. 


1140 and BG-093 at 1655. 
Calcutta-Chittagono: Dep. (2,5): 
BQ-698 at 1950. 

Chittmong-Calcutta: Arr (2, 5): 
BQ-697 at 1910 

Cateutta-Paro: Dep. (2); KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2); KB-105 at 0800. 


Ddim-stic 


Celeutta-Bombay: Oep. (2); Al¬ 
lot at 0230. 

DalM-Cateutta: Arr. (1). AI-1328 
at 1230. 


Calcutia-Dalhl: Oep. (daHy). IC- 
402 at 1730 and IC-263 at 0700; 
Arr (daily); IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 
264 at ^35 

Calcutta-Bombay: Oep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 2000 andIC-176 at 0660; 
Arr. (daily); tC-17S at 0750 and IC- 
274 at 1850. 

Caleutta-Madraa: Dep. (dally): 
IC-765 at 1700; Arr. (dally): IC-760 
at 2210. 

Catoutla-Bangalore: Oep. (daily); 
IC-771 at 0610; Arr. (dally): IC-7% 
at 1200. 

Oaihl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranohl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (dally): IC-40B at 
1545. 

Caicutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Uioiinow-Oalbf: Dep. (daily); tC- 
410 at 0615. 

Caicutta-Quwahatl: Oep. (daliy); 
IC-229 at 1340; Oep. (1, 3. 5. 6): 
iC-729 at 0600; Arr. (dally); IC-230 
at 1630; Arr. (1,3,5.6): iC-730 at 
1100. 

Caleutta-Agaitaia: Dap. (dally); 
IC-743 M 1330, Dap. (3, 6. 6. 7): 


Wnfd hf la th# rwmihir iwdkwi AIHlnwa a ch c<h ri «, 
HthitetlMwwwwr,wiMiwttooh«ngw. ft i9— WBttW W 
MMsmI to Inwp troMC of announooinonto moBoliy 
liHfiwi Alriinoo in tho |hom. Per — l ofi ioe, 
moy coiitMM atSMt. SeMM, t0MM. StMIT, 
BM4SS, SMM1/3AMfB Mid MMSS. _ 


IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (1. 2, 4); IC- 
, 241 at 0700; Arr. (daHy): IC-744 at 
1600, Arr. (3. 5, 6, 7); IC-242 at 
1350, Arr. (1,2.4): IC-242 at 0900. 
Caloutta-Pcrt Blalr-Car Nicobar; 
Dep. (1): 10-267 at 0530; Arr. (1); 
IC-288 at 1220. 

Caleutta-Poft Biatr: Dap. (2, 4, 
6); IC-285 at 0530; Arr. (2. 4, Vy. 
10-256 at 1000. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarti: Oep. (daily): 
IC-201 at 1400; Arr. (daily): IC-202 
811730, 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dally); 
iG-221 at 111)0; Arr. (daily): 10-222 
at 1320. 

Calcutta-Tagpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta; Dep. (2, 3. 4, S, 7): tC- 
213 at 0600; Arr. (2, 3, 4, 5. 7); 
IC-213 at 0955. 

Caleutta-Sllohar-ImplMl: Dap. 
(daily): 10-255 at 1060; Arr. (dally); 
iC-2M at 1530. 

Caleutta-Bhubanatwar: Dep. (i, 

2.4.7) : IC-269 at 1650; Arr. (1,2, 

4.7) ; 10-270 at 1910. 


2040. 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-Olmapur: 
(^, (1, 3, 5, 7): 10-219 at 0840; 
Arr. (1,3,5, 7); 10-220 at 1320. 
Caleutta-Hyoarabad: Csn:. (1, 2, 
7): IC-277 at 1746; Arr. (1. 2, 7). 
lC-278 at 2215. 

Calcutta-Viahakapatnam- 
Madnw: Dap. (i. 2,4,6): lC-542 d 
0700; Arr. (1. 2, 4, 6): IC-841 at 
0915. 


Calcutta-lmphal: Dap. (2, 4, 6): 
10-259 at ISM; Arr. (2, 4, 6): K> 
260 at 1610. 


Calcutta-Aoaitala-Imphal: Dm. 

(1.3.5) ; PF^27 m 05M; Ait. (1 , 1, 
6): PF-728 at 1120. 

Catoutta-Agartala-Silehar: Dep. 
(7); PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (7): PF- 
730Aat1050. 

Caicutta-Shillong-Ouwahatl- 
Catoutta: Dep. (1,3,6,7): PF-701 
at 1140; Arr. (1, 3, 5,7): PF-702 at 
1615. 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kamaipur- 
Kailaahahar-Agartaia-Caleutta: 
Dep. (2,4,6): PF-729 at 0550: Arr. 

(2.4.6) :PF.730at1040. 
Caleutta-SHohar-Shlllong- 

Ouwahatt-Sllchar-Caloutta: Dap. 

(2.4.6) : PF-701 at 1100; Arr. (2,4, 
6): PF-702 at 1715. 
(»lcutta-Rourkala: Dep. (1,3,^: 
PF-715 at 0600; Arr. (1,3, 5): PF- 
716 at 0855. 

Calcutfa-Quwahatl-Jorhat- 
Lilabari-Olbrugarh-Taxu: Oep. (2, 
6); PFjro9 at l«15; Arr. (2,6): PF- 
710 af 1840, 

Caicutta-Quwahatl-Olmapur- 
Jorhat-Ulabari-DIbrugarh; Dap. 
(4): PF-709 at 0816; Arr. (4): PF- 
710 at 1750. 

Cateutta-Ouwahatl-Dlmapur- 
Jorhat-yiabarl-OIbnigartt-Tasu: 
Oep. (7): PF-709 at 060); Arr. (7); 
PF-710at1705, 

Caleutta-Alstwl-Sllehar* 
Ouwahati: Dap. (1, 3. 5. 7): PF- 
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PF-70S ■! 0015; Arr (1.3,5,7): Clleutta<AI»Wl*AaorMI«- 

PF'-TOe at 1620. MoullO: Oap. (Z. 4,6): 1^*705 

QrtOHtto-AMf^: 0^>. (1. 3. at 0010 and l>^-720B m 1310; 
S); PF-720A at 1130; Air. (1, 3, AiT.{2,4,6):PF*706«12S5and 

5): PF-WOA at 1410. PF-730B at 1665. 


Caleima-Jamaha<l|wr4laiwMr 4,6):PF'717at0660;Arr. (2,4, 

Patna: Oap. (1,5 6):PF-7ai at 6): W'-718 at 07^ 

0560; Arr. (1. 3, 5): PF726 « CateuttaCooM Miar. Oap. 
1115. <2,4,5 7): >*>’-707 at 0600; Air. 

Caleiitta>iamoha#iir:Onp.(2, (2. 5 5 7); PF-7D0 at 0855 
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jM Mwdi at'-AprtI 20 

* • Sociabsing adven- 
- turas partnarahips 

coHaboratlons plaasura and 
pain ara your lot In romance 
you will ba madly in tova The 
mid-waek ie favourable tor busi¬ 
ness transactions Despite a 
pleasurable sodal round health 
will be your main enemy A jour¬ 
ney with a stopover is possible 

1^ AURUS 

I April 21-May 20 

* The highlights of the 
-I week are property 

renovation decoration buying 
selling trading and commission 
You will find time tor romance 
despite a busy schedule In fi¬ 
nance you have enough 
money to play with and call the 
shots Throat and stomach prob 
iems are the major health snags 
A home away from home or a 
change of scenery is likely 

^ EMINI 

H May 21—Juna 70 

• Expect money and 

-gifts to flow in L^S' 

cy and loans are also favouritoty i 
sonified In romance you will 
wine and dine and coo and woo 
merrily Your health shows a 
marked improvement and you 
will move about freely Journey 
and communication are the not¬ 
able areas where you can score 1 


\i\ ANGER 


L H . Juna 21 July JO 

Good food fine 
- J friends bags of 
money and several rounds of en 
tertainment are In store for you 
Romance will be pleasant and 
easy but not hot and important 
As r^ards your health you could 
feel a bit below the weather 
Travel is indicated for work and 
paradoxicalty leisure 


J . July 21 -August 21 

• Romance part- 

_ nerships marriage 

divorce and journey are the mam 
trends of the week Romance is 
your destiny so do not worry 
needlessly In finances ex¬ 
penses will again be the cross 
you may have to bear Health- 
wise toere wRI be many highs 
and lows this week The latter 
half (d the week favours travel 

W I August 22—Sspt 22 
” I You Wilt be Introspec- 

- - tive Expenses will 

multiply Travel remains a very 
poSRiva Indioatlon In romance, 
you will fuse business with plea¬ 



sure wonderfully wall Those 
who are employed will have a 
chance to prove their mettle A 
promotion or job switch is also 
probable Because of overwork 
a medical checkup is advisable 

n IBRA 

. Sept 21-0(1 22 

• Friendship support 

- love marriage and 

buying and selling of house 
office and property are the sa 
lient features of the week To 


BIRTHDAYS 
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vnctiva toBiures 

liafctiit 

Moon saxiule Mars Suoeeaa in 
Ventures, negokstlons and deals 


wards the mid week romance 
has Its beautiful and loving echo 
for you Those in trading and 
business do well The health of 
elders could tell upon your own 
health Travel will help you to 
pull stnngs and develop happy 
relationships 

CORPIO 

Oct 23-Klov 22 
The week indicates a 
new high in your sta 
tus prestige and honour Expect 


MardijlB 

Moon stsii aun ,iNa «s 


taaiaursd TTisdsn paintarsarNi 
those In Iron, stssl and phemic- 
Ms do vwndaifuliy weH Home 
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fMmtatotkdfsvpurs^ Those 
m TV, brosdosstra saise snd 
wIRslse^mskemisg 
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promotion, perks pelt and pow¬ 
er Romance will be m ancillary 
because work will consume 

r ir time and energy Financial 
this an excellent week Your 
health will stand up to the 
tremendous pressures and pulls 
Therefore feel free to go right 
ahead Property home work 
and business may make you 
travel a lot 


AQITTARtUS 

Nov 21 Dec 20 

An excellent week for 
ceremonies tunc 
tions meets enterpnses and 
publicity campaigns In romance 
you will love with passion and 
devotion Expect a contract or a 
settlement or a new business 
deal to come through Your 
health improves and you will 
work at full steam 

l| APRICORN 

. Dec 21 Jan 19 
^ Loans legacies joint 

-finances taxes 

buying selling transfers and 
shifts are the Important indica 
tions of the week In romance 
you will love with great intensity 
and spint of sacrifice If Is time to 
make a good Investment or a 
fast buck Take adequate health 
safeguards Devote some time 
to the affairs of the home and 


"ii <3^ARIUS 

/M Jan 20 fab IB 

^ • Marriage children 

-boss home research 

and experiment help you to 
make much of this week It is the 
nghl time for engagement mar 
riage and romance Loans and 
funds wilt be available so make 
a good and practical use of 
money Your health Improves 
but the health of othar family 
members may cause some roi^ 
cem Long distance travel and 
perhaps emigration are the sa 
lient features tor you 

- ISCES 

Feb 19- March 20 

This week the focus 

_IS on work health re 

sponsibilities and a superior 
level of excellence Secret meet 
ings and open and happy 
courtships are the contradictory 
f)redlctions for you The financial 
sector includes lending borrow 
Ing buying selling trading and 
going in tor agency and broker 
age If you do not take proper 
health care you may land up In a 
dime or hospital An importam 
jouiney awaits you in the next 15 
days 








A raport from A.K. Patrt, 
fiprlndpal, Stewart School, 
Cuttack; 

"Tha Old Stawartonlana' 
Aaaodatlon of Stawart 
School Inatitutad tha Stawart 
Mamorial Quia Trophy for 
tha baat achool quiz team In 
tha twin dtiaa of Cuttadt* 
Bhubanaawar. After savaral 
prallminarfaa thraa taama 
aaoh from Cuttack and Bhu¬ 
banaawar qualified for the 

K nd final which was held in 
^ahaad Bhavan, Cut¬ 
tack. Quizmaster Frederick 
Wright, a former pupil of ttie 
sch^l, condudtad the quiz 
with grMt alacrity and a fund 
of humour. The audience 
was treated to a series of 
spectacular visuals which 
ranged from dippings depict¬ 
ing Rip Van Winkle on the 
Catsklll Mountains to Rus¬ 
sian Rouilette and unforgett¬ 
able feats in Olympic history. 
Tha audio-round was per¬ 
formed live. 

"D.M. School, Bhu¬ 
baneswar, who had earlier 
won the MaggI Trophy, again 
proved their adeptness at 
quizzing by winning the Ste¬ 
wart Memorial Trophy. Their 
team consisted of VIkram 
Patra, Prakash Sahoo and 
BIbhudutta Sahob. Raghu- 
nandan Mohapatro, Ipstt 
Mohanty and Sabyasachl 
Kar of Stewart School rallied 
well and were put Into 
second position by a very 


QUESTIONS 



-j. 

. 




a. 

failed mieerably. The beet exampfe of 
the failure of thie simplletlc attempt wae this sentence 
translated from Engllah Into Ruselan: “The spirit is 
willing, but the flean la week". The reeulting Russian 
sentence translated beck Into English read, “The vod> 
ka Is good, but the meat la rotten'^ 


narrow margin." 

A.K. Patra, the principal of 
Stewart School, is keen on 
making his school the quiz¬ 
zing centre of Orissa. And 
with quizmaster Frederick 
Wright's enthusiasm such an 
achievement is certainly in 
the offing. 

A quiz report from Pradip 
Kumar Das, Calcutta 65; 

"Matkai-Qouri-Rabindra 
Nagar Gram Panchayet 
organised two quiz program¬ 
mes for their sports and 
cultural week. There were 
around 20 entries in the be- 
low-16 age group. Samrat 
Outta and Subhashis Sarkar 
took a big lead from the very 
b^lnning and ended win¬ 
ning by a comfortable mar¬ 
gin. In this group, quizmaster 


jum.CaiQiittaiS) 

•) Who heads a band cai- 
M Vblcestra? (Robin S. 
Chatter^ee, SUI^) 
n Which Middle East 
RkrtsMkiittterwiisan 
Amerioan whose parertts - -; 
were Russian? (Otheilo' 
Mafcterndaar, Bora! 5) 

9)Whqtita‘Loilkktp 
Appwatua'm bto taiminoF 
ogw,(Arun Kumar PurOWt, 

artdwfwihdid 
nashd^/. 





Soumajit Biswas tackled the 
hard competition nicely. With 
a marginal lead over others 
Dibyendu Chowdhury and 
BIplab Biswas came out win- 


An interesting piece from 
Or Arun Ganguli, Calcutta 
45: 

Question; Which famous 
contemporary comedian did 
Charles Chaplin refer to as 
‘his master' and Is said to 
have given him a photograph 
inscribed ‘To-. the Pro¬ 

fessor, from his disciple, 
Charles Chaplin'? 

The profe^r has. in re¬ 
sponse, said: ‘Chaplin calls 
me his teacher, but I have 
been the happy one to take 
lessons in his school'. 


P ToyoWm AkteBHtMiiiwte^ 
ttw fkst|»udVdtij|te'b<^J^ 
-BpjUtekfumWhlcI)''’ : 
anlmtesdldhetakewfih. . 
hifflaixl Why? ; 


Answer: Max Linder. He 
was born Gabriel Levielle in 
1882 near Bordeaux. Start¬ 
ing as a stage-ador, he be¬ 
gan to work In films In 1905 
to eke out hts salary with a ■ 
little day-time work. He 
adopted ttw name 'Max Un¬ 
der’ to mittgate the shame for 
8 stege actor, of acting on 
the screen. Chaplin ara Un¬ 
der were to become very 
close friends in private life. 
The three feature films he 
made—Seven Yoara Bad 
Luck, Bo My W/fo and The 
Three Meat Qet There— 
were comic masterpieces. 
Despite his popularity and 



Charlie Chaplin 

huge earnings, his life was 
shadowed by severe health 
problems and mental de¬ 
pression. He finally commit¬ 
ted suicide in October 1925. 
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SORT STORVt You can hdp put glaaa, papara, eana, ate.. In 
lhair placa abova. Draw from Set 1 to dot 2 and ao on. 


a vyORO PLAY! it's always worth the trouble to produce 
a smile, even it you have to hunt for it Hera are three 
whrds that contain the right letters. S—MILE, SIM—LE, 
SIM-L-E. What words? 

Aiduiod ttMi tpjpM MMu) aw ajatnujit put aiduiM 'CMnuts 


WHAT AM f? 

Find this elghl-letter wort, H you 
can' 

My flrst is In ice, but not In snow. 
My second's in high, but not In 
low. 

My third's in polls, but not in |ab. 
My fourth's In muscle, but not In 
flab. 

My fifth's in eight, butnotinflva. 
My sixth's in swing, but not in 
Jive. 

My seventh's in sup, but not in 
dine. 

My eighth's in sah, but not In 
brine. 

Hint- I'm often roasted aixl sold 
from carts on dly streets. 

..(rHiiKMp, m pjoM aux 


a ABOUT FACEI Ufa MY 
10 oobia of llkd sisd sppMr 
in a tHanguiar foritigtHMi, 
da balow. Now than, how 
la It poaalbla to ehanga tho 
diractlon of tho trianglo 
(that Is to say. hava It point 
downward, for tnatanea) 
by moving fust thrao of tho 
coins? 

it's rathar assy, ones you 
know how. of ooursa. 

)| op HIM S lUS S WIHIS t Ul« Su|AM pus 
'e pus g speSuois DI pus g tinoi Sumsw 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Them am at least six dllls^ 
ancas m drawing details between top end boflem panels. How 
dutoMy can you And nvwn? Chech anawars with moaa batoar. 

OaiaiWRfMMiwa'BuisaauawsiesueeAt. g-Supsiw R xeg 

v.-iMmwaR«aw*<*wi‘C'MRWRswiw a-flumiiuRvas-rMwiaMiito 


1 SPELLBINDER | 

_ 



SCORE 10 points tor using all the 




two complata words- 




SPARKLES 

, 







THEM score 7 poiim each for all 




WOf0$ til 0^ fftOtW 

^und •mono Hw lotiort. 




'Try la Kareet least M pohiM. 

•gigs ‘gjilg sitetcwom intmii 
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'^SAV 1 G6T A -QftT KUMGRV 

FOR MONFY/ AKD FAMB---< 

^ hA«KT TrtirAO'fbu Kr^ow Ybu 

MlOHT LOSE ME ^ 









I'LL TAKE TWAT Wh^E 







tf* 



GRAmV KKVTTBO 
TH\S AAUFFUBR 
3UT »T'S TOO 
. UOKQ 




\Tte PERFECT FOR 
M>f OaCKS 
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Lxx)king back on a glorious career, P.T. Usha can afford to forget some of 
the reverses as part of life. Now it will be marriage, and a new drive with 
which to look forward Photograph by UTPAL SORKAR 
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[IJN JUST A FEW HOURS, WE CAN 
CREATE ONE IN YOUR HOME. 
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POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 


Affair Victims 

Wt are the victans of 
the bdaf affur between 


Gandhi (Petawy 24) 

Let them all go to the 
pods and restore our faith 
in democracy 
Sutton Boy, 

Midna^e (w B) 

Who is Chanctra 
Swairii^ 

I 9 there a lade good 
subjects that you had to fe¬ 
ature Chandra Swanu on 
the cover (‘The Nego- 
nator*, February 3)? What 
IB his positive contribution 
to society to deserve such 
exposure? 

Chandra Swami reminds 
me of h» predecessoi, 
Dhiren Brahinathan, who 
reached the peak of his 
power by fau skifi m mi- 
tliraOng WlPs, but then 
gradu^ faded mto obli¬ 
vion, 

SUnU Banerjee, 

Calcutta ' 

■ It IS very painful when 
we see a godman of du¬ 
bious merit controlling the 
whole political scenario m a 

Cbnndni Swami: Oh, GodI 

rSTTf 


democratic country Uw In¬ 
dia Maybe, the coyer 
headline ahmdd have read, 
'The Future Prime 
Minister?' 

KaJ Knnwr Sahn, 

Ghatal (W.B.) 

• I hal to understand the 
imixMtance given to Chan¬ 
dra Swanu- He is neither a 
politicun nor an mteliectual 
nor an academician nor a 
player. He is simi:^ a t <9 
class middleman 
Shovanlal Batohi, 
Catcutta 

a Chsmdra Swami is a well 
known opportumst vrfio is 
always ready to cash m on 
any situation His acting as 
a negotiator m the Ayodhya 
case IS nothing but a clever 
gambit He H> also pubkity 
hungry and there couW be 
no tetter pkttorm than the 
Ayodhya raie to get ban die 
htnelighi 
Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

a According to Chandra 
Swanu, pohtks and religion 
cannot be delinked 1 
strongly oppose this view 
In our present democra¬ 
tic environment, we should 
not mverfve religwn at ail 
Otherwise, it '^1 not be 



ionp telbre the peo|^ are 
dmded coa^tely on the 
basis of teli]^ and teth 

bi any case, his stand on 
the Ayodhya issue n meie 
ly to get some cheap pub- 
bdty, somedung he thrives 
on. 

Saadeep Dasgupta, 

RoUrkela 

a Chandra Swmni is a god 
man blessed with great m- 
teliigence 1 regard him 
highly, but cannot act ept 
turn as an avatar bo, I do 
not bke to call htnri a Swa 
mi There was only one 
true Swanu m that sense 
bom in India and that was 
Vivekananda 

D.G. Paitchkarl, 

Durgapur 

l‘'or tlic R(‘( oni 

Tile article, ‘In Its Own 
Groove’ (February 24) had 
a minor error Fhe writer 
has said that the British 
Gramophone Company was 
set up m 1901 and the fac¬ 
tory was established seven 
years bter 1 wish to point 
out that the first record 
manufacturing plant was 
set up m 1902 at Heiia^ta 
mid m 1928 shifted to Dum 
Diun. 

Tlie logo of HMV—the 
dog listening to the phono¬ 
graph—bas remained the 
most enduntw syiteol of 
recorded Indian music Ihc 
writer should also have 
mentioned that the Gra 
moibone Ccunpany 
was set up m India as a 
subsidiary of the Electrical 
and Musical Industries 
(EMI) 

In the box Item, it should 
have been mentioned that 
tiie first longplayaig record 
(LP) was made m 1959 
with Ravi bhankar, Ali 
Akbar Khan, Lata Man 
geshkar and Hi manta 
Mukhenee, and diat the 
first stereo was brot^ht 
out Hi with Kavi 
Shankar and Ait Akbar 


RMOMlfPal Tttssrt, 
Cakutta 


TheTpk'j>raph 

?A FEBRUARY 1991 



1 eft 1 lont luk 111 Wt st 
Ihiigil tht sliti In anotlur 
option Willtlu flit III iiid 
C ongit ss(I) li idi r M Hint I 
Mimijet Ilf tht inswtito 
|\oli H ivu Hid till C 1*I(M) 
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■ ■ Ihtit HI still 

SOUR UP ivMud HU lion 
tt nil is III till (It! vluM vou 
i in III iki I MTV K lod bin il 1 
Ini gun pi Kt 'lui wliili lilt 
\oin HI lint lilt hoiiu 
txi ittnitiH it linking i Iml 
Ik loit till Inininti loiiits 
tiown 
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H arish Chattetjee Street off Tolly's 
NuUah near Kafighat is nobody's 
idea of a posh loi^ty. The dite(»' 
dated shops and tiled<roof tenements give 
it a took yttle better than that of a slum, 
Uke so many other parts of this 300-year- 
old metropolis. The residents are no defe¬ 
rent from their surroundings, drab and 
nondescript Yet amidst this mediocrity 
was born a girl who may one day put 
Harish Chatteijee Street on die politkal 
map of West Bengal, to use a cliche. 

To be sure, she is no lady'. Daughter of 
a panditmqshai (priest), she is as ordinary 
as tl» people she grew up with. She is not 
the kind you would look at twk», excdpt 
for the fa^ that she demands attention. It 
is this ability to grab headlines any which 
way she can that has pitchforked Mamata 
Baneijee into the collective consciousness 
of the people of the state. To the students 
and other young people who stream in and 
out of her house right through the day, she 
is 'Didi', to be consulted on every p>-oblem 
they face. To the man On the street, who 
had f^t used to the apathy of the politician, 
she is like a whiff of fresh air. House 
collapse or rapeseed oil poisoning, she is 
almost always the the &st to reach the 
scene of tragedy. At 36, Mamata Baner- 
jee—appointed West Bengal Youth Con- 
gress(i) president not very long agd—is a 
phenomenon, not only within heriown par¬ 
ty, but in the entire state. In a p^y which 
has depended more on th^ charisma of 
individual leaders than On any solid organi¬ 
sational base, Mamata has been able to 
use her qualities as a leader to galvanise 
her partymen into action. 

It is her perceived sincerity that has 
helped her become perhaps the most 
popular of all the state Congress(I) lead¬ 
ers. Wherever she goes, whichever prog¬ 
ramme she undertakes, party workers are 
eager to give her a hand. “She is the 
bluest crowd-puller after the chief minis¬ 
ter, Jyoti Basu," comments an important 
leader of a Left Front constituent party. 

Ironically, her growing-popularity has 
acted as a red rag before the bullish 
CPKM). For Jyoti Basu's party, she is the 
latest and Inggest-threat. The CPI(M) may 
be fruited on choosing its friends, but even 
its staunchest critics cannot blame it for 
ever faavii^ mistaken its enemy. The ex¬ 
tent to which it is willing to go to neutrd- 
iae her became apparent on August 16 last 
year when she was tut on the head by Lallu 
Atom, brother of the influential leader of 
CP1(M)'8 Calcutta disctrict committee, 
Badsha Alam. Mamata was leaihng a pro¬ 
cession to protest against a transport frre 
hike and,, as the Ct^KM) even today 
allegM, infuriated the young partymen 
ituuning the Hazra Roat crossing along 
with the polide wiUi her provocative ski- 
ggns. An enraged Lalki bndce her 


with indiscriminate lathi blows while the 
police just stood by and watched. It was 
only after Mamata received 17 stitches on 
her head and the chief minister got furious 
with the growing hooliganism in his party 
that the police made a move to arrest 
Lallu. 


Even those whc) refused 
to take Mamata Baiier]ee 
seriously are now sitting 
up and taking notice. But 


GUHA finds out 


Calcutta. It was not only Rajiv Gandhi's 
way of consoling her, but also a recogpii* 
tion of her new potential as a crowd-puller. 
The appoinliiient could not have been 
timed ^tter. The near-fatal iqjury that she 
sustained was instantly made out to be the 
price of taking on the bull by its horns. The 
thousands of sympathisers she created 
gave birth to a cradb and the unending 
queues of visitors at her hospital evep'day 
corroborated that. It also gave a hint of 
what was to follow. There were thousands 
of people at Esplanade East on December 
6, 19^ as Mamata addressed her first 
rally after being released from the hospit¬ 
al. Among tliose drawn to the venue by 
her call was the Leftist poet Subhas 
Mukhopadhyay. "She is too strong to be 
restrained by lathis,'' said the inteitectual. 
No wonder she has made a handful of her 
own party leaders jittery. If she finally fails 
to deliver the goods, it will be largely 
' because of the jealousy of some of 



August 16,19fK): CPI(M) goons, led by Lallu Alam, turn Mamata into 
an instant heroine 


The attack cost her two operations and 
three months' confinement to a hospital 
bed, but it also heralded a new hi^ in her 
political life just when she was beginning to 
fade away following the loss of h» jaifrv- 
pur Lok Sabha seat to the CPl(M) de¬ 
butante Ptof. Maiini Bhattacharya in the 
1989 general elections. Even as she was 
groaning in pain on her hospital bed the 
h^ command's dedsion to appoint her 
state Youth Con^ssfi) president reached 


her partymen. 

But why is she so popular? What makes 
her tick? Is it because she is a woman? 
Maybe. It is because she is a fighter? 
Surely, just as a Hindi film heroine has to 
be the paragon of virtue on the screen to 
be a heart throb, women in general attract 
immediate sympathy the moment they be¬ 
come the virtims of male aggresiveness. It 
is doubt^ whether a male leader would 
have won half her fan foUowng with double 




het sUniina Mamata i& the iinri next dour 
makmK it big 

In a state where the CPl(M)’s diktat is 
law, the Congressti) rank and file, special 
ly thctbc in the villages, are forever at the 
receiving end With a section of the party 
leaders busy in mutual mud slinging or 
even mortgaging tl^ir party s interests to 
tlie CFKMj, they are itchuig for an all out 
w ai against Jyoti Hasu's outfit 1 hat is why 
AHA (iliani Klian Choudhuiys call to 
partymen to take up sten guns to resist 
tlie CPKNW’s reign of tenor” touched a 
c hord in them adveise Press leports not¬ 
withstanding With their barks to the wall, 
the Congress(J) youths now refuse to hs 
ten to anything but militant slogans And 
Mamata lias plenty of them tucked in the 
,?m hal of her san 

It ic this instinct of Mamata's that 
prompted her to pick up two burning 
issues as sexin as she look over as presi * 
dent of the West Bengal Vouth Congres 
s(l) unemployment arid forcible harvest 
nig She knew, of course that there was 
little she could oflei except sheer inilitan 
cy So she began to go around lex king up 
employment offices thoufdi many saw this 
as little more than sheer gimmickry In 
between she took time off to visit a village 
in Buidwan district and replace the red flag 
with her party tricolours 

"With all out leaders hogging headlines 
in the city, there is no one to stand by our 
rural supporters,” says Mamata “Their 
wretchedness has to be seen to be be- 
heved The CPI(M) leaders have been 
forcing labourers, priests, grocers and 
even barbers to boycott Congress suRxir- 
ters The aim-twistmg is severest when it 
comes to harvesting What’s particularlv 
sad IS that many of them do not even have 
the money to buy stamp papers for peti 
tionmg the courts I have opened a legal 
ceO m the Youth Congress(I) to fight their 
cases If we can collect a large number of 
petitions at a time, we may be able to 
persuade the Supreme Court to institute a 
Lok Adalat to ckspose of the cases ’ says 
Mamata 

A lthough her family's roots are largely 
ruial- her father, Pramdeswar Baner- 
jee was fitom Chakaipur village m Bir- 
bhum—Mamata was bom and broufdit up 
at Hansh Chatterjee Street The second of 
SIX brothers and two sisters, she was 
drawn to publics by the atmosphere at 
home “A lot of Congressmen used to 
come to her lather,” recalls Mamata’s 
mother, Gayatn Banet^ee “Even as a 
child, she used to listen to their discus¬ 
sions with rapt attention It was Indira 
Gandhis chanmatic personality, thou^, 
that had the strongest influence on Mama¬ 
ta She has been Mrs Gandhi’s fan ever 
since she could identify her ptetures ” 

The huily-bufty of pohtKS has taken its 
toll on Mamata’s personal life As of now. 


she has no plans of getting married “I 
have failed to convince her," complains 
Gayatndevi, "she is adamant m her dea- 
sions Now I have given up ” Is the hus¬ 
band of Mamata’s choice so hard to tome < 
by^ “No,no.no”, protests Mamata, 
blushing “It IS )ust that I am fine now 
Why go m for unnecessary hassles^ 1 know 
my mother is a bttle upset about it You 
know the way Rengab mothers are Mar¬ 
riage IS the ultimate blessing they ran 
think of for their daughters ’ Feeling 
maybe a bttle guilty about having had to 
disappoint her mother, Mamata is quick to 
add,‘‘l love my mother very much I never 
venture out of my house without seeing 
her There was a break in that habit only 
(nice She was in the bathrcxim and I was 
in a hurry to leave the house You know 
when’ August 16 last year ” 

Coaxed by a pubbsher Mamata has 
scribbled down an autobiography of sorts 
A bunch of fullscap sheets with childish 
scrawls, the manuscript speaks volumes of 
the author's inteilet t Still, if is not lacking 
ui warmth The bit about her debut m the 
Lok Sabha m 1984 makes interesting read¬ 
ing I had 3 tremendous language pi^lem 
since I did not know either Enf^ish or 
Hindi well So 1 decided to team by seeing 
others perform m the House I used to 
watch everything, from style to gesticula 
tions A week passed and I mustered 
some courage to raise my hand during 
question houi It was time for the MPs to 
call the attentimi of ministers to vanous 
piobtems I wanted to say something But 
there were a lot of others too. clamouring 
for tlie Speakers attention 1 raised my 
hand on three consecutive days, but white 
the others got their chances I did nut So, 
on the fourth day, I started shoutmg, 
saymg that I was not bemg allowed to have 
my say The Speaker looked at me and 
confessed that his not asking me to speak 
was due to the fact that he did not know 
my name I told him my name and began 
speakmg ’ 

Mamata was a virtual non-entity when 
she defeated the renowned hamster and 
CPI(M) stalwart, Somnath Chatteqee, 
from Jadavpur which was considered to 
be a red bastion That catapulted her to 
the headlines ovemifdit In fat t, for a long 
tune, her unage as a figfrter owed itsetf 
largely to her shock victory over the Mar¬ 
xist leader Although it was really the 
Indu^ wave that earned the day, stiO, who 
can forget the media mileage she ex¬ 
tracted from her encounter with Chatter- 
jee just before the election’ She had gone 
t(> his house, ostensibly to touch his feet 
and seek^his blessings so that she could 
defeat him Chattenee, however, refused 
to oblige his 28-year-old challenger 
Mamata made the most out of this ma- 
dent, and Chatteijee promptly found him¬ 
self branded as arrogant for not appreaat- 



ing her hunulity 

Mamata has always had a knack of up 
staging others “When I was m college m 
the early Seventies the SUCI girls weie 
the most aggressive of the lot” she re¬ 
counts "When I joined Ashutosh College 
I decided to build a union that would be 
stronger than theu-s Soon, the Chhatra 
Panshad girls were outdoing the SUCI in 
slogan-shoutmg through sheer lung powf 
er outsmarted them also Ome, when 
they called a stnke, 1 forced all our sup¬ 
porters to be in college by four am, long 
before the sinkers leaders amved to lock 
the cotege gate ’ 

Never to be outdone by others in raismg- 
issues, Mamata once look things to an 
extreme when m September 1988 she 
staged a dhama outside the then Union 
uidustry minister, J Vengala Rao’s office 
ui order to draw his attention to the piigiit 
of mdustnes ui Bengal In donig so, she 
not only embarrassed her own party, but 
provided the CPl(M) with a stidc to beat 
the Congress In a bid to extricate himself 
horn a tight spot, Pnya Raiqan Das Mun- 
shi, PCC(I) chief and Union minister of 
state for commerce at the bme, chose to 
dismiss her agitation as “sheer drknia” 

Out to make a mark 






erand niec« 


he should have staged the sit-in outside 
(Toti Basu’s chamber at the Writers" 
iuildings since he was the one responsible 
>r the large-scale industrial sklmess in 
ae state, Das Munshi argued. In the end, 
lamata got what she wanted when Ven- 
ala Rao annnounced he was coming to 
lalcutta to meet Jyoti Basu to sort out the 
ssue. 

“My job is to protest whenever there is 
my irflustice,” says Mamata. “I would not 
nave minded even it something had not 
come out of my dhama.” Last October, 
she wrote a scathing letter to the director 
of Calcutta Doordarshan fdr censoring her 
comments on the Bantala and Birati rape 
cases. With it she returned the cheque 
that had been sent to her for appearing for 
the interview on the persecution of women 
ip West Bengal. Her stand was entirely 
justified, for any discussion on persecution 
of women could not possibly ignore the 
shocking incidents of rape to which she 
had referred. 

Her popularity among the Congress(I) 
rank and file is largely due to her ability to 
. pounce on anything that smells of persecu¬ 
tion—which is also the reason why the 
ruling CPI(M) hates her. This showed in 



the shameful assault on her. Within the 
CPKM), she is always referred to as “that 
girl” instead of being mentioned by name. 
Asked to comment on her perfonnance in 
the Congress(I), Bimal Bose, CPI(M) cen¬ 
tral committee member, said, “Why make 
remarks about an individual? Site is nobody 
to us. She may be a big leader in the 
Congress(l), but that hardly makes a dif¬ 
ference to us." Robin Deb, state chief of 
the CPl(M)'s youth wing, is ix>t as indiBe- 
rent in his assessment. “Mamata is a 
beautiful product of thq culture of the party 
she belongs to.” he says. “She got a lot of 
publicity when she went about trying to 
lock up employment offices in the districts 
(he r^ses to acknowledge that she suc¬ 
ceeded). What she conveniently forgot 
was that it was her party leader, Rajiv 
Gandhi, who froze job opportunities w'hen 
he was in power. She should be ashamed 
of what she did. This is exactly the Con- 
gress(I) culture we are familiar with. You 
do one thing but preach something else.” 

Interestingly, leaders of other Left 
Front constituent parties are not as dis¬ 
missive about her. "She is gradually com¬ 
ing up as a leader in her own right,” says 
Makhan Paul, RSP leader. "Right now she 
is drawing huge crowds in the districts, 1 
am told." Ashok Ghosh, Forward Bloc 
leader, admits, “She has the potential to 
put us Leftists in trouble. I do not write 
her off. But then there are two things that 
are reassuring for us.” Ghosh believes 
that the “disproportionately high” media 
coverage of Mamata might eventually nun 
her career. "1 was amazed in the eariy 
Seventies when 1 found Subrata Makher- 
jee being referred to by the media as the 
‘future Netaji’. What audacity to project 
him like that! May 1 ask what has hap¬ 
pened, to the Netaji of the Press?” The 
other reason why he is not so worried 
about Mamata is her party itself. “Haven’t 
you seen the jealousy of the Congress 
leaders?" he asks. “They will take care of 
her career." 

The CPI leader, Swadhin Guha, feels 
Mamata possesses "an incredible amount 
of tenacity” and should be able to survive 
adverse situations. "She has what you 
often call the survival instinct and we are 
told women have the quality more than 
men. She lacks sophistication, which 
maybe the reason why she is so popular 
with the masses." A communist, though 
not of the same brand as Somnath Chatter- 
jee's, Guha recounts an old anecdote to 
illustrate Mamata's modesty. “It was the 
day of counting votes in the 1984 Par¬ 
liamentary election^. I was waiting at the 
Ali|»re Treasury building along with In- 
drajitda (Gupta), who was contesting from 
Basidiat. Counting for the jadavpur seat 
was also going on. We saw Mamata stand¬ 
ing a little away from us and sipping tea 
from a bhanr. came to us and offered 


us tea, pouring it from a kettle. She was 
leading and so was indrajitda. I heard her 
telling Indrajitcfa that he should teach her 
parliamentary practice as well as how to be 
a good orator on the floor of the House. 
Then someone called out to her and she 
disappeared. And then I heard slogan 
shouting. The result for the Jadavpur seat 
had just been announced. I saw Mamata 
being bundled into an open jeep. Subrata 
(Mukherjee) was in the driving seat. The 
jeep was about to whizz by when ail of a 
sudden it screeched to a halt in front of us. 
Mamata jumped out from behind. She 
touched Indrqjitds’s and my feet. ‘Please 
bless me' was all that she could mutter. 
Her companions almost dragged her into 
the vehicle again. Slogans rent the air and 
they were gone.” 

Geeta Muklierjee, CPI MP, recently 
ran into problems for having made some 
cutting remarks about the performance of 
Malini Bhattacharya (the CPM MP who 
recaptured Jadavpur from Mamata in 
1989) while commenting on Mamata’s 
popularity. "She has many virtues,’’ she 
told a newsman, "she likes to be on the 
streets with people’s demands. She has a 
very good rapport with the rank and file of 
her parly. She is better suited for Leftist 
movements. I have told her tinie and again 
that the Congress(I) is not her cup of tea. 
She should rather be with us. She is mak¬ 
ing a mistake (by remaining in her party)." 

The Congress(I) MLA, Saugata Ray, 
despite being an admirer of Mamata, re¬ 
fuses to buy this idea. "Being lyilitMt is 
not a sure ticket to success in a communist 
party," he comments, “the Left parties 
have so many of them. It is because she is 
in Congress(I) that she has been able to 
stick out of the lot so bddly, because ours 
is a party that encourages individualisnf.” 

B ut the fact is that Mamata is too much 
of an individualist for even the Con- 
gress(I) to stomach. The way she has 
been organising her programmes almost 
singlehandedly, and the huge public and 
media support she is getting, has given 
rise to a lot of heartburn wifliin the Con¬ 
gress. Her emergence has smudged old 
equations and created new ones in the 
state Congress(I). Most astonishing of all 
the fallouts has been the patching up of 
differences between long-time rivals 
Somen Mitra, PCC(I) general secretary, 
and Subrata Mukherjee. state president df 
the INTUC(I). 

Subrata was Mamata’s mentor during 
her formative years, but the two fell out 
soon after the latter became an .MP. Since 
then, his tongue, which does not spare 
anyone in the state Congress(l). has been 
particularly sharp vis-a-vis Mamata. He 
has been credited with privately nicknam¬ 
ing her Beder Meye Josna, the title of a 
Bengali meaning the daughter of a 





Everyday, a new gimmick to catch 
the public imagination 


Biuke-channer, in an attempt to ridicule 
her lineage. He branded the PCC(I) under 
the leadership of A.B.A. Ghani Khan 
Choudhury “impotent" for having failed to 
(hasuade Mamata from calling a road block¬ 
ade programme on February 14, deman- 
duig the resignation of the Jyoti Basu gov¬ 
ernment. The seventh all-India conference 
qkthe CITU was going on in the dty and 
the CPl(M) leaders had been urging her to 
postpone the progranin% lest it disturbed 
the CITU delegates going to the confer¬ 
ence. Subrata had been invited to the inau¬ 
gural session of thO -conference the pre¬ 
vious day, where he even presented Jyoti 
Basu a memento and was addressed as 
"comrade" by the diief minister. Had it 
been any other time, Somen Mitra would 
have blasted Subrata for his scathing com¬ 
ment on the party leadership, but he re¬ 
mained silent this time, saying that the 
INTUC(I) leader had mentioned it only to 
a reporter of Gaiiashakti, CPKM) momin- 
ger, and that he would not lend any cre¬ 
dence to it. 

The tussle between Mamata on one side 
and the ^raen-Subrata duo on the other 
took an ugly turn on March 2 vdien Tapas 
Roy, Chhatia Parishad(I) president and a 
protege of Somen, slapped Samir Chakra- 
bcarty, Mamata's ^puty in the Youth Con- 
gressd), at the meeting of die PCC(I) 
secretariat. The issue was taken up by 
Rajiv Gandhi himself and might have had a 


role in bringing down Somen’s stodc with 
the party high command. The ccnneback of 
Pranab Mul^eijee, who got her the party 
ticket in the 1984 Lok &bha poll, is die 
other factor gomg in favour of Mamata at 
the moment. Believing in the dictum that 
an enemy’s enemy is a friend, Prip Ra^an 
Das Munshi has also thrown his wei^t 
behind h^r, attending all her programmes 
meticulously. This vertical division within 
the party has, however, unsettled a lot of 
Congressman. “I think Mamata's popular¬ 
ity would have been a boon rather t^n a 
bane for us,” says Saugata Ray. “It could 
have been used to bury the kctionalism 
plaguing the state Con^ess(I) and unite us 
all in putting up a s& fight against the 
CPI(M). Alas, we have missed the oppor¬ 
tunity totally." 

According to Ray, Somen and others 
should, give up fighting Mamata because 
that is what the rank and file want. The 
other day, he says, "Mamata was on her 
way to Nadia to attend a rally and Mr 
Mitra’s henchmen called a bandh so that 
her supporters wouldn’t be able to reach 
the venue. The call not only went un¬ 
heeded, party workers originally deployed 
to obstruct traffic in support of the bandh, 
compelled her to get down at every cros¬ 
sing en route and address roadside meet¬ 
ings.” 

"We do not stand in the way of any¬ 
body’s rise," retorts Somen. "All this talk 
of opposing Mamata is nonsense. The 
organisation is not my fiefdom and Con- 
^essmen are not my subjects. The party 
is a platform for everyone. The people will 
choose their leader themselves. ’’ Subrata, 
too, refutes charges of malice towards 
Mamata. “Why should 1 be jittery about 
her? All this t^ of jealousy is the concoc¬ 
tion of the Press. If I could be a minister in 
the early Seventies after filling an affida¬ 
vit—because I was underage—why can’t 
she be a leader before 40?" But Subrata 
goes on to add: "I admit she has qualities 
but I must say that the Press is overdoing 
things while prelecting her. I believe a lot 
of what she does is motivated by her 
unsatiable hunger for puUidty. AS she 
understands is media coverage, for she 
will even manipulate, be it through forcing 
an OC to beat her up or by asking her 
followers to go on a ransacking spree. It is 
like the practise of some of our party 
leaders who will rush to condole the death 
of a party worker but will not touch the 
body unta a Press photographer turns up 
at the house of the bereaved family. 1 hate 
this unabashed hogging of heaefiines.” 

‘T am sick of all these canards,’’ repfies 
Mamata. “When I went to Sarsuna to con¬ 
sole the mothers of those boys who were 
buried alive tmder snow while trekking m 
Uttar I^adesh I did not have any thought 
of publicity in my mind. It was I who 
helped those hapless mothers get the 


bodies of their sons brought to Caicutta. 
Mr R^v Gandhi did a lot. Did I ask for 
publicity for what I did? May L ask my 
party leader whether they have yet gone 
to visit the parents of Soumitra Ghosh (the 
journalist who was beaten up by the Cify 
of Joy crew and later died of cancer)? I 
went. But there was no photographer at 
his house.” 

Regardless of what Mamata may say in 
her own defence, the fact remains that she 
has recently been showered with publicity. 
The mediablitz is a throwback to the days 
wdien Priya Ranjan Das Munslii and Sub¬ 
rata Mukheijee were the favourites. They 
enjoyed the glare of the spotlight and 
cashed in on it to their fullest advantage, 
spreading the impiession that they were 
the messiahs who would rejuvinate the 
Congress, which was still reeling from the 
efrects of the Leftist muscle raj of the late 
Sixties. In the process they raised a lot ot 
ejcpectations among partymen, but finally 
failed to live up to them. 

Mamata’s attempts to overjiroject her¬ 
self received its severest drubbing at tlie 
hands of the CPKM) when, stung by its 
humiliating defeat in the 1984 pull, it went 
out of its way to prove that the doctorate 
degree she claimed to possess was fake. 
She had got it from an institution in the US 
called East Georgia University, which it 
turned out was nothing more than a certifi¬ 
cate-producing miU. The CPI(M) was ab¬ 
out to rob her of her Lok Sabha seat, 
alleging that she liad duped the voters by 
call^ herself Dr Mamata Baneijee. Her 
membership remained but the prefix was 
quietly dropped. 

Besides her party leaders in West Ben¬ 
gal, Mamata's biggest liability could even 
tually be the one-man high command that 
is Rajiv Gandhi. She does nut enjoy a good 
rapport with liei boss, Uie Alt India Youth 
Congress(l) president, Romesh Chen- 
nithria, and had to wait for months to get 
the list of office-bearers approved by hfai. 
It is rumoured that in the end she got it 
okayed by Rajiv Gandhi—not the first time 
he has bailed her out. In fact, her berth in 
the Pradesh Election Committee may have 
been a gift from him. There are aJready 
reports that this new post will help her get 
the party nomination for a safe seat other 
than Jadavpur, although she denies this 
vehemently. “I do not flee battlefields,’' 
she declares. 

The changeover in the WBPCC(I) mav 
br^ a temporary halt to the ongoing cam¬ 
paign against her. But then, the high com¬ 
mand has always the fast laugh whenever 
anyone has threatened to get too big for 
his or her boots. If she fails to play her 
cards slarewdiy, the sword of Damocles 
whkh has come down on many an upcom¬ 
ing leader, wfil not spare her either. 
Otherwise, the sky Is the oiily lirait to her 
zooming career. • 
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The Rose in 
Her Hair... 


M artha’s is (or was) a 
nice enough little eat¬ 
ery just off Dupont 
Circle a stone's throw away 
from our Chancery office in 
Washington. I used to go there 
once or twice a week for a 
quick lunch whenever there 
was an unusual rush of work, 
and, as the Americans eat ear¬ 
ly, I found the place more or 
less empty when I arrived 
shortly before two. The wai¬ 
ters glared at me to begin 
with, because they too like 
proper hours, but soon they 
became indulgent and goc^d- 
humoured. It's amaaing what a 
tip can do. 

Then when I came in one 
afternoon at the usual time 1 
found a raven-haired girl sea¬ 
ted at the table just across the 
room. I always look out for 
figures first, and this one I 
could see had shapely legs and 
was generally well-endowed. 
When 1 got further up, I saw 
the face of a Madonna. Her 
hair was parted straight in the 
middle and done up in some 
sort of chignon, but what 
struck me must was the rose, 
just out of bud. thrusting from 
her temple towards a discreet¬ 
ly rouged left cheek. She pat¬ 
ted the flower from time to 
time, as if to reassure it that it 
put the paint on her face to 
shame. 

The rose was of a most un¬ 
usual brilliance. Cerise. Car¬ 
mine. Crimson. I don't know 
much about the names of col¬ 
ours. but these are what came 
to my mind. The flower lit up 
her hair and, but for the make¬ 
up, it would have given 
radiance to her htce as welt. I 
studied her for a while, which 
process could not have taken 
more than a minute, when the 
waiter arrived with her o«ler. 
I noticed it was a cheese and 
lettuce sandwich, toasted, 
with a glass of milk on the side. 
American girls watch their fi¬ 
gures. 

I saw the girl four or five 
times again in the following 
weeks. Always it was the 
same table opposite mine, al¬ 
ways the same sandwich—and 
always that beautiful rose in 
her hair, as fresh as if it had 
been newly plucked, 'fhen one 
day I found her seated ri#it 
next to me. They have small 


tables at Martha’s, which can 
quickly be joined together as 
required. 1 sat down and 
smiled at her. "Nice day," I 
said. 

She smiled in return. "It 
was so silly sitting aU that way 
across the room with only the 
two of us in the place. I can 
see you are a well brought up 
young man, or by now you 
would have taken some kind 
of, er, initiative. I assure you 
tlmt' I am a ver>’ prime and 
proper lady!” 

The sandwich came and the 



...and the perfume 
of her memory will 
remain forever. 
writes 


P.L. Bhandari 



^ss of milk, and 1 ordered a 
my martini for myself and 
something more substantial to 
eat. Between mouthfuls she 
looked up at me. "You don’t 
have the accent." she said, 
“But are you Latin American 
by any chance?” 

I sipped my drink. "1 was 
about to ask you the same 
question", I replied, correcting 
her about my nationality. "A 
late lunch hour. Those dark 
good looks. Those curves. 
And the rose in your hair. You 
must be from Spain—or from 
Mexico, maybe? 

She almost choked on her 
milk. "As wrong as I was. I’m 
a country gal from Florida. I 
work for the Guatemalans 
across the road. They never 
eat before two and then they 
take siestas after. This gives 
me plenty of time and some¬ 
times I take in a movie before I 
go back to work. Well, well, 
well—all the way from India, 
eh? One day you must tcU me 
about the Taj Mahal. And 


Mahatma Gandhi. And about 
yoga. In that order.” 

The scent from the rose in 
her hair wafted towards me 
and this, with her coquettish¬ 
ness, mbced with the kick the 
gin was giving me, made a bolt 
of lightning shoot through my 
veins. “Look”, I asked her, “I 
have a three o’clock appoint¬ 
ment today and then tomorrow 
I have to go to the mid-west, 
but could we do that movie 
together one of these days?” 

She placed a dollar bill under 
her plate and got up to leave. 
"I don’t see why not,” she 
said. “A movie would be nice. 
Whenever it suits you”. Then I 
saw the back of her skirt wig¬ 
gling farewell to me. 

I was away for about a fort¬ 
night, mostly in the Chicago 
area, but the day 1 got back I 
headed for Martha's somewhat 


before my usual time and in a 
fever of anticipation. This was 
foolish of me, and I knew it. I 
was no stricken teenager on 
his first date, and I curbed my 
steps and thought of another 
place to eat. But 1 went 
straight ahead. 

She was sitting next to my 
usual place, which position she 
seemed to have appropriated 
permanently. "Well, hello, 
stranger!” she said gaily, “long 
time, no see! Tell me all that 
goes on in this big bad world!” 

I got out a narrative as fast 
as I could, and then said to 
her. in such desperation that I 
seemed to gasp for breath: 
"When can we do that movie 
together? Tomorrow all 
right?” 

“Sure, ” she said. "It so hap¬ 
pens my boss is going to New 
York in the morning, so I don't 
have to get back to the office 
at all. rU be here at the usual 
time.” She gulped her milk, 
flashed her teeth, and left with 
a swirl of her skirt. 

I groomed myself with spe¬ 
cial care the following morn¬ 
ing, and when I arrived at the 
restaurant I found that she had 
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assumed an entirely new per¬ 
sonality. Form-fitting black 
slacks and a cherry-red knitted 
jumper over a white silk 
blouse—these had replaced 
the severe business suits I had 
seen her in previously. But the 
rosebud was still there, jutting 
from the tendril of her left 
temple. She was reading, 
which indicated that she had 
been waiting a while. The 
book, 1 noticed, was James 
Hilton’s Time And Time 
Again, which was then on the 
.bestseller lists. She tossed the 
book aside when she saw me 
approaching. 

“You’re going to order me a 
steak”, she said, “filet mifpion, 
medium rare. With French 
fries. And after I’m going to 
liave a Wueberry pie a la mode. 
No milk, but coffee; black. See 
what a changed woman I am 
Uxiay!” 

'Then she put on a serious 
face. “1 have a confession to 
make. We can see any silly film 
on any dreary day. But look 
outside! ITie sun is shining. 
The birds are singing. 1 
booked us tickets on the Poto¬ 
mac gniise. The cherry blos¬ 


soms are in full bloom, and 
you’ll see all of Washington’s 
landmarks as you’ve never 
seen them before. The steam¬ 
er leaves at three and gets 
back as six. So let’s hurry!” 

She had her Chewy parked 
outside and we were at the 
quay with just a minute to 
spare. Truly it was a most 
wonderful voyage. I had never 
seen the White House look like 
this before, nor the Lincoln 
Memorial, nor the domed 
Houses of Congress on Capitol 
Hill—they all looked the same, 
yet they were not the same. 
ITie hi^ight of the afternoon 
was when we glided past the 
Japanese cherry blossoms. At 
that moment she stood on her 
toes and kissed me on the 
cheek. 

When they served tea we 
discussed books. She was an 
avid reader. “I just eat them 
up—morning, noon and night”, 
she ^aid, reeling off the names 
of Irwin Shaw, James Junes 
and Herman Wouk, three 
postwar Americans who were 
hitting the lists. From across 
the Atlantic she indicated a 
preference for Graham 


Greene and Nicholas Monser- 
att and, further east, for Fran- 
coise Sagan and Alberto 
Moravio. 

Do you have such writers in 
your country?" 

“In the English language, 
no, not yet. But there are 
some commg up. You just wait 
and see. One of these fine 
days you might even see my 
name among the bestsellers.” 

She Itxiked at me with a new 
interest. "Yoii a writer?” 

I shook my head. "I’d like to 
be. But time is fleeting. Writ¬ 
ing needs discipline. And it 
needs time. When I quit this 
rat race Hi be nearing 6U and 
there won’t be much time left. 
And it’s always too late to dis¬ 
cipline oneself when one is 
old.” 

Tears filled her eyes. “I 
have another confession to 
make.” She said. “1 am leaving 
Washington. My boss is now 
First Secretary and has been 
promoted Consul-General in 
Miami. He has asked me to go 
with him. My Spanish is good, 

I know those parts like the 
shape of my nose and the pros¬ 
pects are fine. Besides, my 


tiolks live on a farm just 3U 
miles from Daytona Beach. Td 
to see them at least once a 
month. They’re nut getting 
any younger.” 

She saw the downcast kxik 
on my face. “Cheer up”, she 
said. “It’s a big world and 
you’ve a long way to go. Here, 
take this.” She plucked the 
ruse out of her hair and placed 
it in tlie palm of my hand. It felt 
strange to the touch. “But it 
isn’t real”, 1 said. 

“Of course not, silly. How 
do you flunk I could afford a 
fresh rosebud everyday, in 
season and out of season? 
They make these out of rib¬ 
bons and other materials in 
Japan and a girlfriend brought 
this one back from Tokyo last 
year. Lixik!” 

She lifted one of the frail 
petals to reveal the tiniest of 
cups. “I put a single drop of 
attar inside this pore. The 
scent gives a further illusion of 
reality.” 

An hour later she went out 
of my life. 1 never even got to 
know her name. But she left 
me the rose in her hair. And 
the perfume of her memory ■ 



A I RIE8 

Mtroh 21—April 20 
I Houso, horn*, prop¬ 
erty, buying end aeU- 
Ing ve favourably aimlHad aa 
the aun trfnaa Jupitar. In finance, 
peraonal and profeaalonal direo- 
tiona wIK blend. Romanoe will be 
enough to keep you happy. 
CommHmenta and prorolaea will 
be made and given. Budget your 
aottvlilea and tnua enaure a good 
health. 


AURUS 

April 21-M«y 20 
Expanaea could tie 
you in financial knota. 
Ywj may have to look after the 
unfortunate and the aksk. Per¬ 
aonal progreaa la certain. In- 
oome augmentation and deala 
help you to tide over expanaea. 
nomanoe will be pleaaant. 
Health haaalea and poaara are 
poaalble. Travel Indudea com- 
munleatlona, vlaita, intarvlewa 
and commuting aa well u poaal- 
blllty of a trip. 


EMINI 

May 21—Junt 20 
Trading and Inveatlng 
top the Hat of your 
activitloa thia week. In romance 
you will away othara by your 
charlama and aawy. Succeaa in 
negotlatlona, aettiemsnta, con- 
tracta, buyliHi and aelling la pre- 
dicled. Unlesa abaolutely necea- 
aary it la better not to travel for 
me time being. Slight fever and 
colds may ke^ you Indoora for a 
few daya. but you get over them 
aoon. 



ANCER 

JufM 21—July 20 
Hard work with suit¬ 
able rewards and liv¬ 
ing In style make this a bright' 
week. Money will pour Into your 
pocket. Atso. opportunities to 
make more mon^ will be avail¬ 
able. You will be loved and ap¬ 
plauded by your dear one. Ex¬ 
cept for slight stomach problems 
your health rsmalna In proper 
shape. The home and the out¬ 
side world demand your atten¬ 
tion. 

EO 

July 21—Auguit 21 
Expenses, travel, 
ceremony, pilgrimage 
and publicity boosts are the 
week's main trends. Qood luck is 
your due. Your job. profession 
and ousinsss are favourably sig¬ 
nified. Attend to your work firat, 
romance can wait. Travel Is 
possible, but make sure that In- 
tanrlews and appointments are 
not cancelled or postponed. No 
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maijor health problem Is fore¬ 
seen. This Is definitely a family- 
oriented week. 

iRQO 

August 22—Sept 22 

Loans, funds, joint- 

finances and, surpri¬ 
singly, a let of assorted amuse¬ 
ment form the highlights of the 
week, Romance will be available 
In bits and parts. After a slightly 
shaky start, all will be wen with 
your health. Do not be In a hurry 
to travel. The focus Is certainly 


on the home which Includes kids 
and ceremonies. 

IBRA 

8spl2S—Ool22 

Changes In job, busi¬ 
ness or profbaslon 
are certainly Indicated. In the 
long run, these work out to your 
advantage. Those In sales, trad¬ 
ing, public relations, teaching, 
publishing and films do excep¬ 
tionally well. You will have no 
complaints so far as romance Is 
concerned. 




BIRTHDAYS 


Illlai«ha4 

Sun ttfne ilupiler.^ Feettnga cdidd 
be hurt at the tnoen afae 
otaipoabe lifamue-NepluAe.* 
Maneywlea, a toed year, 
dwigee m tie .aifa win 
work out to your b#teM.'A jppr- 
nay pfovea aventtul. Care- 
monles and pBfKiinagaa are daa- 
tbied. 

Mar^ 28 

Moon--^iuptlarCoi1jtH)ellcim Ch^ 
dran.give you joy. Thoat em- 
ptoyao pre w far parka, pro gr aa s 
«Fip prttnoiion. Myiy of you wW 
your game. Sx- 
haiavy'bgl for a 


partnarahlpe snd .callaborBiiiMs 

form the Mo. Chlldreh. hebpiaa 

and anMopuruHta giva (ant'ti* 

UgM. Fuse entertamMept wWi 
anterpitae, ^anjour wtih 
and m dlvldanda sW fwtdr 

aome. 

itarotias 

Moon trine 

Those in land, buflding, hdMtn. 

' arohnecture, tardeniiw hpiltRl: 
ture. IktfteiiHure and'itwMgtf' 
rriont, m make Thehanie 

of the game ts p f og a a i '. 'the, 
aoope and range are truly ahbr^ 
inbtia. 

MfUirc^l 28 

•• .'itao'' tn^araa .meeitv 
'',’hawfi teuiMt ye#'b#ai"|Mt 

-'.antf: 





CORPIO 

Oel2S-Nov22 

Kids, joy, ffloiwy an* 
travel term the Impof 
tent quartet. Creativity of a higi 
order Is foreseen. Romanoe wl 
be fun of paaslon and pleasura 
Health shows some Improve 
ment, but will relapae If you bi 
dulge In overwork. Your job o 
family matrars may require yoi 
to travel. Changee In the horn) 
and family era oerteln. 

AOITTARIU8 

Nov2S-Dae20 

The week'a mail 
trends are joint 
finance, loane, Inveetmenta 
joumay, oonferenoa, inapiratlori 
al momants, axultation and ax 
dtamant. it la ttme to set a net 
high in goals. Invastmsnts an* 
blusprints (or finandal progrea 
wNI be made. You will find tlm< 
tor romanoe. Meroh-end am 
April aumst travel end oars 
monies. Excapt for this wae 
your health will ba In goo* 
Miapa. 

APRICORN 

0 «e 21 —Jan IS 
This weak la axoaHari 
for eontaots, com 
municatlons and oollaboraUont 
Those In employment get set fo 
a change. Loans, funds, Invest 
ments, parks and promotion an 
the other highlights of the weaii 
In romance, your heart will be i 
neat of singing birds. Joums 
and commuting are fated. Taki 
proper health aefaguarda a. 
Might opposition to plans ooub 
ten on your health. The domasti' 
sector Includes travel, selectloi 
of site and renovation. 

-jn QUARIUS 

/m Jan 20 —r^ab is 
A » Loans, work press 

_ uras, letters, calls 

contracts, trips and an over 
whelming desire to eueeee) 
chareciariee the week. A fei 
budc, e tuck of the draw an 
expansion at all lavala on th* 
financial front. Romance will bi 
hectic and high-flying. Cultivati 
a hobby for keeping your heatti 
In ahatra. 

iSCES 

Fab IS—Maiati 20 
Those in brokerage 

_ and edveriiaing 

more mileage. 1ho foundation f 
a financial arrangement wMI b 
laid. A big yea to Hfe, tuck an 
love In romanoe. Travel only 
abaolutely essenfitl. Ovarwoi 
could eeuae braethlng poeeit 
Houeehoid Itema, gaoj^ an 
ieleure have top' pfwrtty on fh 
domeattc front 



























CURRY CURRVCUfWY d Ronjlt Rai 


Curry 
Masala 
Fried Fish 

A fish curn tlut has no end of adtnuers 
ft IS one dish that never fails, ai.d to 
my ama/enient has been rehshed by peo 
pie ftom all ethnic groups Some Bavarians 
who had it with us even learnt how to 
make it, and wt nt as far as to say that a 
kiosk in a park in Munich serving this fish 
coidd make one a millionaire in no time' 
For the pieparation of this very special 
dish the selection of the type of fish is very 
important In India pomfiet, a fairly deli 
cate fishjis used Otherwise small bnll, 
may be used Ihesc are so called flat fish 
but verural swimmers with eye s on either 
side and not on the same side 
Howeyei flat fish swimming hnnzontal 
ly t ould be used but sint e their underskin 
does not have the same texture as theu 
uppeiskin the ilavour is not uniform 
Fishes used with Mitcess me rainbow 
trout red niiiliet ‘mall bull floundei and 
herring or sprat ’dcally fishes along wnth 
their head should not fxcicd lOf) g jht 
fish A ‘lOO g fish will al‘ o do 






British 

Metric 

Ingredients 

American 

14 0Z-1 lb 

4(K)-500 g 

flat fish (1) 

14 oz 1 lb 

cooking oil 
enough to deep Iry 

marinade 

1 large or 

2 medium 


lemon juice of 

1 large or 

2 medium 

1 tbsp 

15g 

salt, to taste 

1 tbsp 


Serves 1 or 2 
Pteparjtion JO minuh". 
Looking lime 5 S minutes 


Method 


1 he fish should be gutted not skinned 
'Iht head should be ihoppt‘d off but the 
tail retained Remove any scales and cut 
off the fins (see iBusLation't 

Using a sharp kmie, score the fish twice 
on both side‘ starting an inch trom the Pul 
and ending at the head 1 he c iits should be 
about one and a half inches apart tiess (or p 
smaller fish) Make sure you do not scoit <o 
too deep and lut thrtmgh the bones “j 
Apply lemon juut and s.ilt evenly uito 
the scored fash and marinate loi JO bO chillies and anii/Kxir oi lemon juut an oid 
minutes ing to taste 

In a wet grinder, grind the masala into a lo se*rve carve along the lentu Ixinc 
p.iste add a little water if the mixture as you would a dovei sok 

seems tixi div After the fish has been llus makes an txcelknt snaik It may 
pioperlv mannated wash and p«t dry lit cat* n bv itself 
Rub in the iihisala lilxrally ami plate on m/wi i n a 

a rat k for about ulf an hour b«‘ tire frying ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Heat sonic ...1 preferably oliye peanut ,, 

or sunfitiwer oil m << deep frying pan and, 
when le illy hot deep fry the fish one at a 
time for J "i minutes (depending on * '* 

weight) pushing it dowm m tht oil once oi <• 

Iwiit with a wooden spatula I he fish i‘ *■- 

perfcctiv done when the skin is tnsp 

Removt and drain ai kitchen pa{iet for \ 

I inunutes St rve right awav sprmklmg //„) 1 




Wholt li liioriiiisiltfn fi h 




3 tbsps 


masala 


cumin powder 


coriander, freshly 
grourxi from whole seed 


carum seed 


2 tsps 


3 tbsps 





fi li ifttrdrc in|. indniiKin^in isunfornnsth 

fo prepaic the gingtr juict giatt th< 
gingei anti scjuit /t thitiugh a fmt cloth oi 
a clean handkeichief 

From Curry Curry Curry by Ranjit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 
















T«u hring me a pair of tom slip- 
Y |X!rs, I'll accept it. And I’ll auc- 
JL tion it,” Arshad Mehrutra i^aid 
seriously. The managing partner of Rus¬ 
sell Kxchange wasn't indulging in drama¬ 
tics. At an emliassy auction recently, he 
managed to get rid of a pair of imported 
tooth brushes, used. Clinching bid: Ks 
275. That deal still baffles him. But the 
fact that such things can happen is what 
keeps the auctioning busine.ss on a roller 
coaster but never-say-dic nde. 

Stepping into Russell Exchange off Park 
Street is like a walk back m lime. Furni¬ 
ture, cabinets stuffed with orphaned 
household clutter, china ware, crumbling 
art decor pieces, an ancient projector, an 
even more ancient table fan, practically 
historic railway wagon wicker lamps, a 
derelict mkroscope, even a tattered doll 
that must luive been loved by some child, 
now a lady or a gramimother. or dead and 
gone. A vast hall is crowned by a balcony 
that in days gone by must have been cram¬ 
med with the town’s prominent bejewelled 
ladies and men in suits puffing away on 
cigars. The au' is choked with echixjs of 
the pa.st. 

About hall a doxen auction houses hug 
the area around Park Street and Russell 



Come To Where 


Street—leftovers of the times when Cal¬ 
cutta was the 'Paris ot the East'. Even 
after a unanimously acknowledged dive- 
down in standards, our city is still the 
country’s auction capital. The focus has 
sharply shifted from art to utility. They are 
a testimony to demix-racy—clients sweep 
the scale from directors of companies to 
the barefoot rickshawallah wanting a 
second hand untom shirt lor a few rupees. 
Everybody is convinced there's a great 
bargain to be had. 

Arshad Mehrotra did a course in au¬ 
ctioning in Ixindon. And the difference 
between the business in the two countries 
is like “the earth and the sky”. There's 
nothing remotely resembling a Sotheby’s 
in India. In that Mecca of auctioning, there 
are thiee storeys, minutely computerised 
catalogues, various specialised auction 
halls where buyers the world over pitch in 
bids through the telephone or even by 
tele-conferences. Here the business is in a 
happy-go-lucky state of disorganisation. 

The heart beat of auctioning is the 
valuation. It is the auctioneer’s job to in¬ 
form the seller what his goods could be 
worth. lie could do independent on-hire 
valuation for clients too. The seller then 
fixes a bottom line—the reserve price— 
below which he wouldn’t want his goods to 
change hands. It’s all very well when the 
run-of-the-mill pots, pans, pyjamas, port¬ 
ables or evejp^'refrigerators, air- 
conditioners are up for bid. ITie trouble is 
when heirlooms and the tong-forgotten 
family trunks are dug up, and antiques find 
their way to the display. 
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Some auction houses employ freelance 
'experts’ to valuate —<'oins, paintings, a 
bronze piece or even an ancient cock¬ 
roach-chewed manuscript. “There are too 
few expert valuators around. There’s too 
much of haphazard knowledge,’’ feels Ur 



A good buy, a bargain and 
some bidding to boot. M. 
Raja gives a lowdown on 
what comes under the 


hammer at the city*s 
auction houses 



PlMtographs: Kushal Ray 

M.S. Tanksalwalla, one of the city’s lead¬ 
ing collectors of non-Indian art {’Tve got 
nothing against Indian art. But there is far 
too much of the modem stuff around, and 
there are too many fakes ’’). This elderly 
Farsi’s house is a mini-museum of Euro¬ 
pean and Chinese art. Sometimes, he’s 
invited to be consultant to the Indian 
Museum’s Purchasing Committee, pre¬ 
viously regular buyers firom the local auc¬ 


tion house. “Especially when it comes to 
art, very few know how valuable or value¬ 
less a piece is.” 

Kama! Parashar, a businessman and col¬ 
lector of curios, has enjoyed pottering 
around in auction houses for 30 years. 


If it’s the auctions, it must be 
















( 


kiu>wledi;e 1 kn'm tins is woith fai nuirt 
than Ks UK) Ma\bt: thousands Hi 
paused Who knows it m.i\ be pnie 
iebj) 

B etween World W ii I am World Wai 
11 then was in aialanihi of the finest 
in Luroptan irt into India Iht dooiw iv 
was Calcutta Wai luigid turope was 
frantiiall> Irving to salv gi its valuabli-s 
from the plundei'ug Huns and Ni/is 
When the huroptan-- liegin Itaiing Ine 
India most of the dnuing khiiii ' aliiables 
hastilv found their wav into auction houses 
conveniently around elitist Paik Stieet 
I hat was when the exeMlu of Indun anti 
ques too beigaii tnferprising lolleiteiis 
ruthlesslv played or leMal ignoi inee and 
prietiscd eivilised liHiting An Austialian 
worthy surnamed Johnson who amved in 
Calcutta 1 pau|.Kr ended up in (tiiiid 
Hotel with in a yeai By three ytais he 
had niamiged to h.ml away literally trunl 
loads of art stuff out of India Places like 
Chownnghee Sales Bureau Vie ter Bios 
and Modem Lxi haiige are inerelv 
skeletems neiw of their-leirdly picsence of 


The Auction Is 


“Theie’s no yardstick no foot rule for 
valuation in India ’ He pulled me over to a 
table and fished out a faded green earthen 
pot “Now this IS supposed to e ost about 
Rs 100 I know for a lac t that this is a piece 
of ancient china ware From my limited 



those days 

‘ I hey (the foieign collectors) played op 
our gullibility remembe'rs Tanksalwalla 
‘Even now lets say some ceillectoi 
advertised for antique watches Tlie local 
might take three watches to him I he 
trained eye spots a valuable piece among 
the three He offers Rs oOOO for one of the 
watches and the local is thniled 1 he n 
mauling pieces are sold for a lesser price 
when even one of them could be worth Rs 
20,t)00 How s the local to know’’ 

, By the tune the powers that be took 
enou^ notue to produce legislation- In 
dia Antiquities and Art Ireasures Act it 
was 1972 And it was another unhappy 
case of lockmg the stable door after the 
horse had bolted The core of the Act, 
Section 14, Clause (J) says, ‘Every per 
son who owns, controls, or is in posses 
Sion of any antique specified m the notifka 
tion issued under subsection (1) shall reg 
ister such antiqiuties before the registrar 
office " “So nothing here is ‘officially older 
than 100 years ” wnnk the auctioneers 

The heydays were over with the commg 
of the Ei^ties Now the consistent wistful 
tune IS about “the good old days” Looking 
for cunos, art pieces m auction houses 
here^ You could be on a leather-hunt 
There's a different beat going 

Curtam call for people like Rakesh 
Casyab of Chowrm^e Sales Bureau 


Voting debonsi taken over a family busi 
iK‘ss that ht ome sulked was not my 
scent lh< pev gtneiaticn is tiuiking 
out a dilfeit I't w ivt It ngth 1 he (hanges 
havt got to be equitable with them ht 
says Iht punch woids 1 yirytlitng lus 
got I valuf Nothing ibsliatt Psychology 
of th( buyti Mind gaiiK s 

T he days whin i loy il house oi a 
/animdu wintcd tilimge of scene oi 
tkid talk n on h int Unit ludwtit shoving 
i>ul enough stock to fill .in luctiun .ite 
gone with the wind Now souicc s start 
fioin the btdiu’gled Kabuliwallih up 
wilds At best 1 dcp<irtiiig diplomat 
(lumping most of his liouschold goods 
Ihese consul 11 iiuturns diaw Iht best 
iiowds People know llw loriign goods 
aic gc nuine And thty art up for grabs at 
thiowaway price s 

<)t It could be the C ilcutti SCitt lians 
luirt having its I eft <ind I ound goods 
Fhcri the buyers are i totallv different 
sort says t asy ib I he v are the kind of 
people who would stiek a knife m you ind 
a k questions Litei In an avciagt d<n it 
office ht could deal with a wide range of 
the social gi iph In the morning it eould 
lie a safari suite d .iftt r sluivt lotioned 
Marwari offering me a cigarette In 
the c\tilings 1 could be smoking a btvdi 
with a buvei 

I here are the tricky moments teui Like 
when stolen gexxls are indignantly disco 
vert'd by the original owner ()r like the 
time when a well known ptisonahty’ 
calmly walked into t howrrmghee i>ales 
Burt au and offered a eye popinng tollee 
tion to bt iiut up for sale a wash basin a 
broken iron pipt a few buckets It was 
later found that the celebnty had a bone to 
pick with his landlord and thought this a 
bnUiant idea to get even The irate land 
lord calmed dowm only after being in 
formed that tht whole motley collection 
was woith at the most Rs 120 and was 
just not worth further trouble 
I.ess ecctntne clients buy for or sell 
from then households and offices People 
gather around the auction houses on a 
Sunday some had been mailed e atalogues 
some had seen tlie advertisements in the 
papers, some come with the definite idea 
of buying something some hope to find 
something uiteresting enougli to buy And 
some others just come foi the tun of it 
Saryjay and Anu Anand art a pleasant 
young couple who hiive just moved into 
Calcutta Sanjav is the regional manager of 
his company They had bought a dressing 
table at a good b.irgain at an auction re 
cently And the best jiart is that since the 
auction houses .tre all close to each other 
in Calcutta cme tan easily go hopping from 
one place to another ancl be at many auc 

( Continued on page III J 
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PANORAMA ' 


W here in the world is all the carbon 
dioxide going? 

Scientists have been watching 
an apparent ecological magic trick for 
years. By burning fossil fuels humans have 
pumped billions of tons of carbon into the 
atmosphere in the form of carbon dioxide. 

If all that gas remained in the air it would 
cause considerable trouble—trailing heat 
and hastening the suspected gl(^al warm¬ 
ing trend, for example. Instead, a substan¬ 
tial portion of the gas has mysteriously 
disappeared. ‘‘'Fhere’s a huge imbalance," 
says Lee Klinger of the National Center 
for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, 
Colo. "There’s much more carbon dioxide 
being released than can be accounted for." 

The hunt for the carbon "sink," as sci¬ 
entists call the unknown mechanism that 
accounts for most of the disappearance, is 
more than a matter of satishng scientific 
curiosity. 

As international pressure builds up iii 
hivour of setting global limits on carbon 
dioxide emissions, scientists are being cal¬ 
led upon to predict future levels of the gas. 
Reliable predictions are vital, because 
such limits are likely to cost money and 


jobs. Until the carbon sink is found and 
understood, scientists say such accuracy 
may be impossible. 

A more alarming theory is that vast 
quantities of carbon dioxide now being 
stored somewhere on the planet could be 
released suddenly by some triggering 
event, with potentially catastrophic re¬ 
sults. 

“If you don’t know what’s on the other 


Donald Smith reports on 
the mystery of the 
vanishing carbon dioxide 


end of the rope, you should quit jerking,” 
says environmental analyst Curtis Moore. 

He points out that not all natural proces¬ 
ses occur gradually. Water heated past a 
critical point turns to steam, for example. 
Avalanches tumble all at once, not in gen¬ 
tle slides. Lightning splits the air suddenly, 
not incrementally. 


One possible site of a sudden release of 
carbon dioxide is the ocean, which for 
years has been storing dissolved carbon at 
great depths. 

“I hesitate at being an alarmist," says 
David M. Glover of the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute. “But if the ocean 
starts to warm up, it’s possible that this 


everyday her skin looks 
noticeably younger, it's a fact of oiay. 

Fact 1: Everyday, your skin is silently losing the 
essential fluids that help keep it looking younger. 

Fact 2; only oil of olay is amazingly similar 

to these very same essential fluids (you'll love 
tif Its light, non-greasy touch. Your skin will 
love and absorb .its refreshing moisture) . 

Fact 3: Unlike the others. Olay' s int eiTiat 
formula also contains special emollients 
that reassuringly work from within. Coaxing your 
respond faster. .Smoother. Softer. And look notice! 

younge.r,all year round. 
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Oil of Cla’v IS known tie wcr.:: over as 0.’.1 of Olay, Dliy Ulan and Oiaz 






Cameroon's Lake Nyos. 

In what some blame on a violent event 
such as a volcanic eruption, landslide, or 
earth ttemor, the lake spewed carbon 
dioxide that had been stored in its bottorn. 
it was like uncorking a warm buttle of 
champagne. Some 1,7(K) pttople died as a 
ground-hugging cloud of invisible gas crept 
across the land. A similar eruption at near¬ 
by Lake Monoun in 1984 killed 37 people. 


Resides addins to pollutiQn, humans over the past decade have 
ro'^nf' mated annual average S.3 billion tonnes of carbon 
viioxide into the air by burning fossil fuels. Scientists are curious 
to know where all that gas has goneI (icus’i'-iphic) 


“lliat means 2 3 gigatons of carbon is 
going somewhere every year. Rut we 
don’t know where.” 

The (X'eans have long lieen suspected 
as a major de|xi.silory. Through photo¬ 
synthesis. carbon dioxide is consumed by 
ph^'toplankton, microscopic ocean plants. 
When phytopbnklon die, then husks sink 
to the bottom. Kach carries a liny amount 
of carbon with it. 

But recent studies indicate that the 
oceans cannot account for the tiiilk of the 
vanishing carbon dioxide 

Terrestrial plants also ahsoib carlxiii 
dioxide through photosynthi-is. But scien 
tists say it will be difficult to identify spec.- 
fic plants or regions of the planet that may 


dissolved organic carbon will break dovm 
and release a sizable amount ol carlxm 
dioxide. The possibility is quite distinct, 
but we need more lesearch, because it's 
very poorly understood, ” 

Such a hypothetical eruption raises the 
spectre of a global disaster strnilai to a 
much smaller one that occured in 1986 at 


Scientists estimate that over the past 
decade humans have been releasing into 
the atmosphere an average of .b..! gigatons 
(billions of tons) of carbon annually by 
burning fossil fuels. But measuring devices 
have detected an aveiage of three giga¬ 
tons a year. 

“We know the actual atmospheric in¬ 
crease of carbon with great precision,” the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Pictei 1*. Tans says. 


be swallowing huge amounts of the gas. 

One of the many suspects is peat lands. 
Bogs and bog forests absorb large 
amounts of carbon dioxide. Acid rain 
stimulates tbe growth of mosses and Ixig 
vegetation. Klinger believes this growth 
might have increased gbibal absorption of 
tlie gas over the past iiO years. Teat 
lands are very potent ecological forces.” 
says Kbriger. "There’s no question that 
they play a major role in the cycle. ” ■ 







Chip off 

the Old 
Block 

T he favourite story that does its 
rounds in Egbert and Andrews is 
that whenever their boss Bhanu 
Parekh hits any town in north-eastern 
India in her auctioning tours, prices go 
up all round. Starting from the taxi 
drivers, the word spreads that ‘Didi’ is 
in town. Which means there's a big 
auction poised to happen nearby. 
Which means there’s going to be an 
incoming deluge of moneyed buyers 
ripe for the pluckmg. 

If you bump into this midde-aged 
spinster on the road, you’d probably 
tidnk she's a mild schoolteacher in 
some impoverished school. Definitely 
not the commander of Asia’s oldest 
auctioning house, the only woman au¬ 
ctioneer in the country, ^uid you could 
count the women auctioneers in the 
world, at her level in the business, 
quite easily with the fingers of one 
hand. Bhanu Parekh is tough. She has 
to be. Standing up among a thousand 
odd men, under a sweltering sun, in 
some practically unheard of comer of 
the country or at some distant frontline 
army camp, shrieking her had off and 
haufog in business worth crores of 
rupees, is not for tte wimps. Or for a 
nice lady with a six-figure income you 
migh th^. 

“My love for the business started 
from qiy chddhood days,” she says 
smiling gently. "My femily is fully in the 
profession.” The major inspiration was 
her fother, a legend in the trade. ’Die 
senior Parekh with his foghorn voice, 
and an incredible knack of spotting out 
flawed diamonds and pearte with his 
naked eye and the tip of his tongue. 
The girl Bhanu leamt the alphabets of 
the business from the frther who was 


working knowledge of Gujarati and 
Punjabi. She is about to pubhsh her 
book on the auctioning business—the 
first of its kind in the country. She gets 
frequently invited to lecture to pc;sf' 
graduates in management training 
schools. She has a private collection of 
art any museum would love to get its 
hands on. Couldn’t have doM better 
you’d say. Or say a lot more if you are 
a woman libber. 

She has been in the business for 32 
years—since 1952. "In those days, an 
auctimieer had a lot of authority—it 
was a very respected profession. This 
business requires a lot of expertise 
that only comes from experience. Un¬ 
fortunately, now a lot of smaller, un¬ 
scrupulous auctioneers have entered 
the profession and degraded it.” 

For her, it’s the tingling satisfaction 
that comes out of conducting and auc¬ 
tion successfully, of having fetched for 
her client a price he would n't have 
dared dream of, that keeps her going, 
“It’s not easy.” That’s not hard to be¬ 
lieve. “You’ve got to have the flair to 
boost bids, encourage bids, spot a 
potential buyer among the sometimes 
2000 people assembled there.” 


Not everybody is disillusionned. Abe- 
din, a businessman, has regularly been 
buying and selling airconditioners, washing 
machines, carpets, and suchlike stuff for 
his house, his office and sometimes for 
relatives and friends. “Auctions are a bles¬ 
sing. You can buy an airconditioner in good 
working order for Rs 12,000 when the 
market price could be Rs 30,000. And you 
can be sure the imported pieces haven't 
got their parts substituted.” 

The dealers are the backbone of the 
business. They buy practically anything, 
shape them into working condition and 
resell them sometimes at the same auction 
house. And there are the brokers, the 
middlemen who bid as proxy buyers for 
well knowTi collectors whose presence 
could shoot up the stakes. The middlemen 
are usuaUy given a ceiling price. Invari¬ 
ably, these gents enter into deals witli the 
auctioneer, have the final bid going at the 
ceiling price, and carve up a hefty commis¬ 
sion. 

T he real big bucks lie with the 17-odd 
ba.sically scrap iron auctioneers in the 
country. That’s where the business is 
roaring. Egbert Andrews (E.A.), started 
by the British in 1888, is still leading the 
charge from its offices here in Dharamtal- 
lah. Run now by Bhanu Parekh, the only 
women auctioneer in her league in the 
country, Egbert Andrews is Asia’s ol^st 
existing auction house. Giants like 
McKenzie Lyall packed up about 30 years 




revered among bis peers. And she 
hasn’t done too badly herself. She 
speaks Bengali, Hindi, English, has a 


ions on the same Sunday,” says Anu. 
rhey got conned once too. Having bought 
t supposedly antique dining table, they 
ater discovered to their horror an exactly 
similar piece in another auction house. “1 
lear there are people who make these 
fake antiques to order and sell tlwm to the 
auction houses,” says Sanjay. "Personally 
1 feel the classifieds are a much safer way 
to buy and sell things. I recently sold my 
car for a very good price with very little 
trouble.'' 








! 


ago F A pioneeied mdusttial auitiomng 
ui India 

A few years baik Lgbeit Andrews 
shattered retotds when m a lew hours it 
fetched for its client Bhilai Steel Plant a 
staggering Rs 1 7J (XJ (XHl On 28th May 
1982, It auctioned a lot of ingot mould to a 
single buyer in two minutes I he bid Rs 
48,16 (KX) Its the biggest smgle sell in 
the countiv to a singit buyei in a single 
lot 

Ihe buyers ait tutory owners or agam 
dealers who rt st II them to lactones Ihe 
materials ate metal setap production line 
waste nimoi defect suffering products 
Nothing IS wasted says Lgbett 
Andrews chief executive \ N thaturve 
di for instance 8t) per tent of material 
f< r foundne s ate from metal sc tap 

Jhesc lew auctioneers plat a vital 
though not as yet recognised role in le 
cycling resources—thrusting \,ilut to 
what was earlier considered Ixitheisome 
tonnes of junk Discarded aiuiaft tyres 
found their way to i little town ui Rajas 
than called 1 alclon 1 here they wei e 
melted mto tyres for tame! tarts Jrurk 
load ol lialteied army boots weie tians 
tormed into tar for roads Residues of t oal 
steel other heavy industne s all have their 
eagir buyers who u,s]H.ct lots on days 
before the auction ihtv pay pei tent 
of then buy on th %pot the test to be* 
popped up within tiu e e cLiys or they kiss 
goodbye to the demand diafttir bnetrases 
ftill of cash that had exchanged hauls on 



Going, 

Going 

S o there s a big old sofa at home you 
dont want but don't know quite 
what to do with it'* Or you love snap 
ping up a good bargaui—like a practi 
cally new alnurah for about one third 
market pnee^ An auction house could 
be the answer Unlike othei Indian 
cities where the auction business is 
almost dying out with one or two 
ancients still clinging on, Calcutta s au 
ction houses ate still on a binge Maybe 
not as fhskv as even a deacadc* earliei 
but still very useful, no bets against it 
Sundays are when auctions are 
generally held Satuiday is inspection 
day You go over to an auction house 
and check to see if any of the gcxxls on 
display interest you You could check 
its workmg order The Saturday pap 
ers sometimes carry sinaU advertise 
ments for auctions The Sunday papers 
usually have a bigger splash, especially 
if It s an out-of the ordmary affau-- like 
a ronsulate auebon either at the consu 
late or at the auction house itself where 
departing diplomats unload all sorts of 
their imported household goods from 
aurcondifioners to dinnet sets Or a 
corporate auction where a company 
could be selling its unwanted office 
wares from furniture to typewriters 
Some auctioneers mail weekly cata¬ 
logues to legulars You could simplv 
take pot tuck on a Sunday 
Auctioneeis generally have varied 
timings when specifir lots are put up 
forbid Furniture could be in the mom 
mgs, electronics at noon, household 
krack knacks m the afternoon It’s best 
to confirm with the auctioneer on a 
precedmg Saturday if you want to save 
time Mostly auctioneers have the 
goods m serialised numbers and lots 
are brought up accordmg to it 
While buying: 

Goods on view are on a conditional 
'as IS where is’ rule Auctioneers do 
specify when an item is up for bid 


auction day 

These mdustnal auctioneers havtnt as 
yet got their i ole defined by clear laws 1 o 
add to their woes, the government 
shoved in the MSTC -the Metal Scrap 
Iradmg Corporation- to auction foi public 
sector companies The private (»ovem 
ment auctioneers like to dismiss the 
MSTC as a bum h of bureaucratic bung 
Icrs 

But these Egbert Andrew rypes seem 
to have theu future weD assured, at least 

I 


whether it is in working order or not, 
but they do not guarantee its workabil 
ity or durability Fhat’s uptc you to find 
out If the fin^ bid is yuuts, the con¬ 
ductor announces your bid twxe, calls 
tot voui name and declares the item to 
you 

Shortly, a gent will poke you »n the 
nbs and aak you to immediately pay 21 
per cent of the v alue m cash This is 
the earnest deposit Within three days 
(some kindly auctioneers stretch it) 
you twve to pay the balance along with 
whatever government taxes and >oiu- 
self take delivery of the gcxxls It you 
don t pay in tune >ou Uxise the earnest 
deposit along with the gcxxls 
VYhiie selling- 

lake wliatever you have to sell to 
the auction house If it is t<x> large or 
tex) many to be Ctirned around a v juer 
c an c ome to you Y ou have two options 
ot sellmg It kither throufdi the re 
served price or by the ‘highest biddei’ 
way 

ihe reserve price can be fixed by 
you mdependentiy or you could take 
the lucUonter ^ advice It s the puce 
below which you wouldn t want to sett 
Anything above It IS fine of course But 
the auctioneer will not guarantee you 
the ’reserve price’ He will sell at any 
price that comes quite close to it 
rhe auctioneer will keep a commis 
Sion on the sate ranging upwards from 
10 pel cent It norm^y depends on the 
prospective volume of sale The bigger 
the likely value, the smaller the com 
mission rhis is determmed before the 
auction 

Some of the leading auction 
houses dealing in consumer 
goods: 

Chownnghee bales Bureau, 24 B 
I'ark Street Tel 298676 Usually 
deals <n household gcxxls, funuture, art 
cunos, antiques, sometimes even stuff 
like cut glass decanters 

The Russell F^xchange, 12 C Russell 
Street lei 298974 E)eals ui fumi 
ture cunos, glass and cluna, house 
hold goods and at times clothes ' 
Modem Exchange, 12B Russell 
Street Tel 2907% Deals in tumi 
ture, china ware and so on 
All the above deal in elec tronic and 
electncal gcxxls 

Dalhousie Exchange, 13F Russell 
Street Tel 299109 Basically deala in 
funuture 


that s compared the consume i gcxxls auc 
tion houses 1 ivvan a man who has sjient 
nearly a lifetime in the business remem 
bei s fondly the days when some Ixxly like 
the Maharaja of llkirgram state would want 
to have about five tiuckloacK of stuff like 
paintings carpets, cunos chanch-hcrs au 
cticmed Days when ,i huge gi.indfather 
I. lex k with a dozen tunes leserve pneed at 
Rs JtXX) sold at Rs 21 (XX) For them the 
busmess of auctioning is a nostalgii how 
green was my vallev then feeling ■ 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


./’*••( J-Hti.# **jf 


1 ;■ t r ' Ml liidfnr }iidhSitf 


Hindi Films 


• Daddy: Ujjala (Kussa Road; 
478666)—noon. 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star¬ 
ring Anupam Kher, Pooja Bhatt, 
Manohar Singh, Sum Kazdan, 
Neena Gupta and Avtar Gill. The 
music is by Rajesh Roshan. 

• Fateh: Elite (S.N. Banenee 
Road: Z41383F 4 shows. 

Dnrected by Talat Jani and with 
music by Naresh Sharma, the cast 
includes Sunjay Outt, Mohsin 
Khan, Sonam, Ekta, Shafi Inamdar 
and Surcsh Oberui. 

• Ghar Parivaar: Paiadisc 
(Bentinck Street: 285442), Majes¬ 
tic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road: 
242266), Mitra (Bidhan Sarani: 
551133), Kalika (Sadananda Road; 
478141)—4 shows; Krishna (T.C. 
Uutta Street; 250437), Malancha 
(Regent Park)—3 shows. 

riu-ected by Mohanji Prasad and 
with musK by Kalyanji Anandp, the 
film stars Rajesh Khanna, Moushu- 
mi Chatterjec, Rishi Kapoor, 
Meenakshi Seshadn, Raj Kiran, 
Shoma Anand, Shafi Inamdar and 
Asrani. 

• Gunehgar Kaun: Opera 
(Lenin Sarani: 281849), Uttara 
(Bidhan Sarani; 552200), Indira 
(Indra Roy Road; 471757). 

An action drama, starring 
Mohsin Khan. Sangeeta Bijlani, 
Sujata Mehta and Raj Babbar. 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Orient 

(Bentinck Street; 281917)—4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyaduee are the lead pw in 
dus film, (Greeted by Soong R. 
Batjatiya. The music is by Raam 
Laxman. 

a Lohe Ke Haath: Jyoti (l,enin 
Sarani; 241132), Naaz (Lower 
ChitpUr Road; 277273). 

Anooradha Patel, Javed Khan, 
Rita Bhaduri and Gulshan Grover 
comprise the main cast, llie film is 
directed by S.S. Arora and the 
music is by Usha Khanna. 

• Majboor Latlki (A): New 
Cinema (Lenin Sarani; 270147), 
Rupali (Ashutosh Mookenee Road;; 
474403). 

Directed by Ram Pahwa and 
with music by Kishore Sin^ the 
cast includes Pankaj Dheer, Sri 
Prada, Kunica, Alok Nath and 
Javed Khan. 

• Mlthi Mltbi Ruten (A): 
Society (Corporation Place; 
241002)—4 shows. 




A biographical sketch of a mod¬ 
el. 

• Mohabbat Zindagi Hai: 

Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
244822F—4 shows. 

A re-release, starring Dharmen- 
dra, Rajshree and Metmood. 

• Patthar Ke Phool: Metro 
(Chowringhee Road; 280141)—4 
shows. 

A love story, starring Saknan 
Khan and Raveena Tandon. The 
film is directed by Anant Balani and 
the music is by Ram Laxman. 

• Sanam Bewafa: l.otus (S.N. 
Baneijee Road; 242664)—12, 3, 6, 
9. 

Yet another love story, starring 
Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni. The film is directed by 
Saawan Kumar and the music is by 
Mahesh Kishor. 

• Yodha: Roxy (Chowringhee 
Place: 284138), Basusree (S.P.. 
Mukherjee Road: 484808), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhaduri 
Street: 552270). 

Directed by Rahul Rawail and 
with music by Bappi I-ahin, the 
film stars Sunny Deol, Sunjay 
Dutt, Sangeeta Bijiara and Danny. 


Bengali Films 


• Amar Sangee: Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoli (S.P. 
Mukhenee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
352740)—3 .shows. 

A re-rclcase of this Sujit Guha 
film which has Prasenjil and Vi- 
jayeta in the lead. The music is by 
Bappi Lahiri. 

• Beder Meye Joana: Kupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553413), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 359.561). 
Bharati (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
474686)—1, 4. 7. 

One of the recent big hits, star¬ 
ring Chiranjeet and Anju Ghosh. 
Others m the cast are Saifuddin, 
Dildar, Nasir Khan, Abbas, Soma, 
Anamika, Subhendu, Amamath 
and Bulbul 

• Bidhir Bidhan; Darpana 
(Bidhan Sarani; 558080), Puma 
(S.P. Mukherjee Road; 474567), 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road; 271282)—3 shows. 

Arun Govil Satabdi Roy, Raigit 
MuDick, Sumitra Mukherjee, Papia 
Adhikari, Mohan Choti, Bejoy 
Mohanty, Sangeeta Das and Tapas 
Paul comrpise the main cast. The 
film is directed by Mohammed 
Mohsin and the music is by Akshay 
, Mohanty. 

• PrashlM?: Sree (Bidhan Sarani; 
551315), Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 350680), Ujjala (Russa 
Road; 478666)—3 shows. 

Directed by Sharan Dey and 
with music by Panchanan Chatter- 
jee, the cast includes Praseqjit, 
Deepankar De, Subhendu Chatter- 
jee, Sanghamitra Baneijee, Rabi 
Ghosh, Gita Dey, Ratna Ghosal 
and Indrani Dutta. 





Kulbbuihan Kharbands and Chatna 
Jalan in the play. Saklmram Blmter 


M March: dJO pin 
PMktik Repertory prewnu the 
Hindi play, StUmnm Binder, f 
baaed on the man-woman reta' 
tionahip, with Kuibhuahan Khar- 
banda in the lead. Written by Vijay 
Tendulkar and directed by 
Shyamanand Jalan, the caat alao 
indudea Chetna Jato, Shakil Khan, 
Pndh> Roy and Baiahakhi Maijit. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street; 22521S/3516). 

27 March: d JO pm 

Pncham Viidic preaenta SaoB 
Mtra'a Rathaa AmHe Smun. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289936). 

38 March: d.30 pm 
Nandikar will ati^ Sankhapurer 
Sukmya, directed by Rudrapraaad, 
Sengupta. 

At Academy of Fine Arta 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 


28 March: 
dJO pm 

bSangbrata will 

the play, 

' piWto Shabdeho 
^(Living Coipae), 
baaed on the 
w ff^ri ginal by Leo 

Directed by 
i Sunil Daa, 


kmita Dutt 


A. 

V' 



the caat indudea Raj 
Mukhopadhyay, Subhaalah Pi 
Saikat Sengupta. Lipih 
Bhattacharya, Vidya Bhuai 
Slurma. Sheela Miara, Bhnal Da 
Oipika Daa, Santanu Lahir 
Sulagna Mukhopadhyay an 
Santanu Gangopadbyay. 

At Cyan Manch, 

28 March; d JO pm; 29 Mard 
3 pro & 7 pm 
Anamika' Kala Sangam preaeh 
the muaical play, Carry C 
Bombay, produced by Buijor Pat 
Productiona, Bombay, and writti 
and directed by Bharat DhaboQta 
The muaic ia by Louie Banks. 

At Kata Mandir (Shakeapea 
Saraiu; 449086). 

30 March; d pm 
Surabhika presents a Kathi 
recital by Amita Dutt and : 
orchestra conducted by ^ 
Balsara. 

At Kala Mandir. 


NOT!: All arrival and ddpartuivtIiiiMar* far Cateutta. PfgimB In br«oka«» 
danatatha daya. 1 baing Monday. 


Intci'DrttiiMwiI 


Caleutta-Bombay-LoMton-Now 
York; Dap. (2); aI- 101 at 0230. 
Bombay-Caloutta-Bangkok' 


Bombay-Caloutta-Bangkok* 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); Al-30e at 1916; 
Dsp.(5):AI-30eat2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Celcutta- 
Bmbay: Arr. (S): AI-309 at 1910; 
Dep. (6); AI-3(» at 2026. 

. LoMon-Oelhl-Celeutn: Arr. (7); 
AI-132/132B at 1230. 

* Moacow-Sharlah-Caloutta; Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1625. 

* Calcutta*SharJah*Mdscow: 
Dep. (4): SU-538 at 1926. 

* Moaoow-Taehktnt-Karaohl* 
Calcutta-Hanol: Arr. (2); SU-541 
at 0756; Dep. (2); SU-S41 at 0905. 

* Hanol-Caleutta-Karaehl- 
Tachkent-Moacow; Arr. (2): 8U- 
542 at 1755: Dep. (2); SU-S42 at 
1905. 

Caleuitt-Amman: Dep. (6): RJ- 
185 at 0630. 

AmmaivCaleutta: Arr. (4); RJ- 
184 at 0800. 

Calcutta-SIngapora; Dep. (2): 
SQJie at 1130 and Dep. (4); SQ- 
420 at 1310. 

SIngapora-Calcutta: Arr. (2)tSQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr. (4); SQ-420 at 
1210 . 

Caleutla-Bangkek: Dep. (2,4,7): 
10731 at 0900: Dep. (1,3, 6): TQ- 
314 at 1365. 

Bangkok-^loutta; Arr. (2,4, 7); 
I0732al 1500; Arr. (1. 3, 8): TO 
313 8(1240. 

Cialeutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2,4, 
7): 10747 at 1600; Dep. (1. 5): 
RA-214 a 1530. 

Kathmandu-Caioutta: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): IC>748 «1930; Arr. (1,6): RA- 
213 a im 

CaleultaDhaka; Dap. (3. 6); lO 
723 a 1340, Dap. (daily); 63-092 
ai220andBQ-094ai936. 


Dhaka-Caleutia: Arr. (3, 6); lO 

724 a 1600. Arr. (ddly); to-OOl at 

1140 and BQ-093 at 1856. 
Caleutta-Chittagong; Dep. (2.5): 
BQ-6M a 1950. 

ChttUigong-Caloutta: Arr. (2. 5): 
BQ-697at 1910. 

(Mcutia-Paro: Dap. (2); KB-106 
a 0900; Arr. (2); K8-105 at 0800. 


Ddiiifxlif 


Cateutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); AI- 
101 a 0230. 

Oahl-Caloutla: Arr. ( 1 ). Al-132e 
a 1230. 


Caleiitta-Oalhl: Dep. (ddly); lO 
402 a 1730 and 10263 at 0700; 
Arr. (daily): IC-401 a 1205 and lO 
264 8 ( 2 ^. 

Caleutta-Bombay: Dep. (daiy); 
10273at 2000 and IOl 76 at 08%: 
Arr. (daiy): IC-175 at 0750 and lO 
274 a 1850. 

Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily); 
10765 a 1700; Arr. (dai^); 10766 
a 2210. 

Caleutta-Bangalore: Dep. (dally); 
10771 at 0610; Arr. (daily); IC-772 
at 1200. 

Oalhl-Lueknow-Patna-Ranohl- 
CalcuUa: Arr. (dally); IC-409 at 
1546. 

Caleutta-Ranebl-Patna- 
Luamow-DaM: Dep. (daiy): lO 
410 a 0815. 

Caleirtla-Quwahai; Dap. (dally): 
10229 a 1340: Dap. (1, 3, 6, 6): 
10729 a 0800; Arr. (dMy); 10230 
a 1630; Arr. (1,3,5,6): 10730 a 
1100. 

Cacutta-ABniaa; Dap. (daiy); 
10743 a 1330, Dtp. (3, 5. 6, 7): 


MntBdlMiwIdtlHi 
TMato, Howmr, aul 
■dvIaMl ta kMD tvaol 
Indian Alrltaiaa In ' 


ponuMi 

aokaf 




liar Indian AlHInaa sahadula. 

na a a a n gai a awi 
manta mada by 
aa, daw 
MMIf, 

BatmiOOMm and Mwei. _ 

caeutta-Imphal: Dep. (2, 4, 6J 
10259 a 1330; Arr. (2, 4, 6 ); tC 
260 a 1610 . 

d4qnBdBM.IMiMMHHi 

Caleutta-Agartala-Imphat: Dec 
(1,3, S)\ PF-7Z7 a 0530; Arr. (1, § 

5) ; PF-728 at 1120. 
Cacutta-Agailala-Silohar: Dep 

(7); PF-729A a 0560: Arr. (7): PF 
730Aat1050. 

Caloutta-BMIlong-QuwahaH 
caeutta: Dep. (1,3,6, n; PF-701 
a 1140; Art. (1.3, 5, 7); PF-702 a 
1615. 

CaleuKa-Agartala-Kamalpur' 
Kallaihahar-Agartaia-Caloutta 
Oep. (2,4.6): PF-729 a 0550; Arr 
(2. 4. 6): PF-730 a 1040. 
Calcutta-Sllehar-ShlllDnB' 
Suwahal-Sliaiar-Caleutta; Dc^ 
(2,4.6): PF-701 a 1100; Arr. (2.4, 

6) ; PF-702 at 1716. 
(laloulta-Rourhaa: Dep. (1,3,5J. 
PF-715 a 0600; Arr,,(1. 3, 6); PP 
716 at 0855. 

Calculta-Ouwahall-Jnrhat' 
LHabarl-DIbrugarh-Teiu; Dep. (2, 
6): PF-709 at 0815; Arr. (2.6): PF- 
710 at 1840. 

C8leutta-0uwahail-Dlmapur;> 
Jerha-Lltabarl-Dlbrugarh: Dap, 
(4): PF-709 at 0815; Ar. (4); PF- 
710 a 1750. _ ; 

Cateutta-Quwahatl-0lmaaur4 
Joriwt-Lilabarl-DIbrugarh-Tante 
Dep. (7): PF-709 a 0600; Arr. (7^ 
PF-710ai705. ,j 

Caleutia-Altawi-Bllehari 
SusMhai; Dep. (1, 3 5 PPj 


IC-241 a 0700, Oep. (1,2.4): 1C- 
241 a 0700; Arr. (daily): IC-744 at 
1600, Arr. (3, 5, 6, 7): IC-242 at 
1350, Arr. (1,2,4): IC-242 a 0900, 
Meutte-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0530: Arr. (1); 
IC-288 at 1220. 

Calcutta-Port Btair: Dep. (2. 4, 
6): IC-265 a 0530; Arr. (2, 4, 6); 

10-286 a 1000. 

Caoutta-Olbrugarh: Dep. (daiy): 
IC-201 a 1400; Arr. (daHy): IC-202 
a 1730. 

Cacutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (daiy); 
IC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily): IC-222 
a 1320. 

Caleutta-Taipur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta; Dep. (2, 3. 4, 5, 7); IC- 
213 a 0600: Arr. (2, 3, 4, 5, 7); 
IC-213 a 0955. 

Calcutla-Sllehar-Imphal: Oep. 
(daily); IC-2SS at 1050; Arr. (daiy): 
IC-256 a 1530. 

Cacutta-Bhubaneowar: Oep. (1, 
2,4, 7); IC-269 at 1650; Arr. (1, 2, 
4, 7): IC-270 at 1910. 
Caieiitta-Bhubanaawar-Nagpur- 
Hydaiabad: Dep. (3.5,6): I&289 
a 1650; Ary. (3. 5, 6): tC-270 a 
2040. 

Caleutia-auwahatl-Olmapur: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7); IC-219 a 0840; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7); IC-220 a 1320. 
CakMitta-Hyderebad; Dap. (1, 2, 
“ IC-277 a 1746: Arr. (1, 2, 7); 
>278 a 2215. 
Calautta-Vlahakapatnam- 
Madraa: Ow. (1,2,4. 6): lC-542 a 
0700: Arr, 0. 2. <- 6): K>541 a 
0915. 


* iaMfcrl«iaenCaleulla-8haiiaii-Calautto«iaCaieulur'Karwyti-TMhk^ 


!i 














PF-70S at 0915; Arr. (1.3, 5. 7): 
PP-706 at 1520. 
Caleu(la>Agart^: Dap. (1, 3, 
S): PF-720Aat 1130; An. (1. 8. 
5): PF-730A m 1410. 


(fll 

Caieulla: Dap. (2, 4. 9): PF-705 
at 0910 aitd PF-729B at 1310; 
Arr. (2,4,6): PF-70e at 12SS and 
PF-730B at 155^. 


Calcutta-Jamahadpur-nancM- 

Palna: Dap. <1.3,5): PF-72S at 

0650; An. (1. 3, 5): PF-726 at 

1115 

Caleutta-Jamaha^pur: Dap. (2, 


•4,6): PF- 717 at 0680: Arr. (2.4. 
6): PF>718 at 0746. 
CatoHtia^iOQeti Mwr; Dap. 
(2,4.5,7): PP-707 at 0600; Air. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-70e at 0856. 
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Oapartiit* 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Dapartura 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrtval 







RAILWAY 



Up 

Tima 

Howraft 

Tima 

On 



Howrah 



2311 

194)0 

OatM-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

Up 

Tima 

Tima 

On 

3005 

19-20 

Amrllaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

6003 

20-40 

Madraa Mall 

7-00 

6004 

3003 

2381 

20-00 

8-15 

■aaibay Mall via Allahabad 
Alr-Cond. (Naw DalM) Kx- 

13-15 

18-00 

3004 

2382 

8002 

2660 

19-20 

12-35 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
Gkanlall (Bombay) btpraaa 

8-00 

15-05 

8001 

2859 



praaa via Qaya-Varanaal 

Dap—Tuaa, Thura & Sal. 



8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

5^)5 

8033 





8030 

11-30 

Bombay Exoraaa via Nagpur 
Coromandal (Madraa) Ex- 

15-50 

8029 



Arr—Wad. FrI. 5 Sun. 



2841 

14-30 

11-50 

2842 

2303 

9-16 

Air-Cond. (Naw OalM) Bx- 
praaa via Patna 

Dw—Mon. Wad. FrI. 5 Sun. 

18-00 

2304 

2611 

22-35 

praaa 

Bangalora Expraaa 

13-45 

2612 







Dap—Tuaa 





An^-Mon. Tuaa. Thura. 6 Sat. 





Arr—Sun. 



2301 

16-00 

Na|i8*an< Expraaa 5 daya a 

11-30 

2302 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Staal Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 



WSSK 



6011 

6-10 

lapat Expraaa 

21-45 

8012 



Dap—Mon. Tuaa. Thura. FrI. & 
Sun. 



8005 

8015 

21-00 

21-40 

Smbalpur Expraaa 

Ranohl Hatia Expraaa 

7-30 

6-K 

8006 

8016 



Arr—Tuaa. Wad. Thura. SM. A 



8007 

22-00 

Purl Expraaa Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 



Sun. 



6409 

19-35 

Jagonnath (Purl) Expraaa Via 

7-46 

6410 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmslrl (Jamimi-Tawl) Ex- 
maa Tri-Wkly 

Dap—Tuaa. Fii. & Sat. 

Arr—Tuaa. Wad. 6 Sat. 

11-10 

2374 

2821 

5-65 

N^ 

Dhaull (Bhubanoawar) Ex- 

21-20 

2822 





8045 

11-10 

praaa 

Eaat Coaat (Hydarabad) Ex- 

14-55 

8046 

2547 

13-16 

Purtoanehal (OtoraMvur) Ex- 

praaa 

Dap—Mon. 5 Thura. 

4-15 

2548 

8017 

16-45 

praaa 

Purulla Expraaa 

11-20 

8018 

\ 






Dap—Excapi Saturday 





Arr—Thura. 5 Mon. 



2602 

22-35 

Arr—Except Sunday 

Ouwahatl • Howrah - TrIvan- 

22-15 


3009 

20-05 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



drum Central Expraaa 





Chord 





Monday only 



3007 

8-46 

Udayan APha Toofan Ex- 

18-15 

3008 


14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

13-45 

2601 



praaa via Main LIrw 





- Guwaliatl Expraaa 



3011 

20-45 

DalM Expraaa via Main Una 

6-10 

3012 


14-10 

Saturday only 

Cochin HartMur Tormlnua- 

13-45 

2649 

3019 

1800 

Luaknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 



Ouwahatl Weakly Expraaa 



3021 

22-00 

MtttiHa Expraaa 

5-00 

3022 



(via Vlaakhapatnam A Hotwrah) 



6659 

3317 

3029 

3035 

17-38 

6-10 

17-15 

16-20 

Kamrup (Ouwahatl) Expraaa 
Waek Diamond Expraaa 
CoaMaM Expraaa 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

6-30 

21-25 

10-30 

8-45 

5660 

3318 

3030 

3036 

2860 

22-35 

Thuraday only 

Quwahall-Coehin Harbour 
Tormlnua Weakly Expraaa 

(via Howrah A Viaakhapirtnam) 

22-15 

— 

3031 

21-00 

Oaitaptir Expraaa 

6-35 

3032 

2852 

22-35 

Saturday only 

Coohln Harbmir Tormlnua 

13-46 

2661 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wMy Ewraaa 
Dap—Tuaa. Thura. E Sat. 

6-00 

3072 



Suparfaot Expraaa (via 
Vlaakhapatnam A Madraa) 





Arr-Mon. Thura. 5 Sat. 





Dap—FrI. A Sun 



3015 

9-65 

Santlnlkatan Expraaa 

15-40 

3016 

1172 

2674 

22-35 

Arr^Tuaa. A Fri. 
Ouwahatl-Banigalora City 
Weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

22-15 


1171 

15-25 

EMpra (indera) Expraaa 
Oap-Tuaa. 5 Wad. 

7-30 







Arr—Sat. A Sun. 





Wednaaday only 



3327 

15-25 

Ehakllpunl (Chopan) Ex- 

pfMS 

D^ A Arr—Mon. A FrI. 

7-30 

3328 

— 

14-10 

Bangalora Clty-Ouwahatl 
Waokly Expraaa (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 







A Cuttack) 



5049 

22-25 

Ooindihpur Expraaa 

Dap A Arr—StJnday 

10-40 

5050 

2610 

22-35 

Monday only 

Patna-Coohln Harbour Tar* 

22-15 

•am 







mlnua Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thuraday only 


2609 









14-10 

Coohln Harbour Tormlnua- 
Patna Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednaaday only 

13-45 




JMMM 








3143 

3183 

3151 

19-00 

Darjaalinfl Mall 

8-45 

6-15 

16-30 

3144 

3154 

3152 

ENOUIIIIE8; For round tha Moek IntormaUon of Eaalom 

Railway 

21-40 

11-20 

18-20 

12-40 

(Mur Btmraaa 
dammu-Tawl Exaraaa 
ilMElrathl (Lalgola} Expraaa 

tralna, plaaaa dial 203846-64 tar In-eomlna traMo; 802688-44 for 
as oiliar intormaUon. For MformaMon aoout laaarAuona on 
Eaalom and South Eaotam IWiwaya tralna. dial 808600 (from 8 
am to 8 pm on waofcdaya and 8 am to 8 pm on Sundayo and 
holMqr^ 

3103 

5165 

10-25 

4-30 

3104 

6186 

Chhipra Expr^ TrI waakly 
Opp a Arr^ad. FrI. A Sun. 
















SAFE TfilPl Opm eiiMM man (anow) Man aaaka Iraa (1) 
nma to lanca W Mm aa c apaa Can you Iraca path? 


a TAKES MONTHS* Find tha nama of a month in each 
sentence 1 The mchworm arched its t>ark i Ben gave 
Tom a yoyo 3 Usa a beau Qus took off 
iwifiny c *■»* r >r>»w I 





SHOW ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

See tl your can find tha names of 
tour animals using ptcture-duas 
above Here s how 

First Identify tne subject pictured 
in each panel Next add given lei 
lers to letters of tha subject a name 
Than raarrange lattars as neces 
sary (Exampla AddOtoTAQ get 
goat) 

Whan you have found the lour 
animals above here are some 
more to puz/la out 

1 Add K to MONEY 2 Add U 
to MAP 3 Add M to LACE 4 
Add I to SNOB 6 Add A to 
MALL 

viinn 1 vMIS * launa 
e ound Z Uvuep I uniio issmm 
mDU auiiuia WVH tivuiui •nisuniwd 


aSUM SWnrCHI Chaneln« 
upon tho diaflmn. boiow, 
a math atwdant netad that 
7 at top, tlmaa 2B, naxt row 
(town, a«tuals 1SS, at oan* 
tra, but dial this doaa not 
hold trua of B timaa $ 4 , 


'Hold onl* said ha *1 
can ramady this,' whara* 
upon ha phiead IBS at aan- 
tra and fugglad tha otiwr 
aix digits How7 


mm > put dO) 19 mm i ptHdunui an 



HOCUS-FOCUS 




ll|K« 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYEST Than ais at isaai Six 
snoas in drawing oatalia balwssn top and bonom panais 
quioMy can you find IhsmT Chsek anawsrt wHh thoas 

Itaia INUW ”9 •yetoto||to toe |MMa to ^ . tototoagtoj 

to^to aato^M g^^to to wwgw^^^w wy to We S 


FUNSPOT 


6 CT 


> irA 






HERE HEREI Moving may ba hectic but It Is also an exciting time 
Color code 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt brown 4—Flesh 
B->Lt green 7>-Ok brown S—Lt puiple a— Ok green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
lattars m the word beiew to form 
two complete words 

FEASIBLE 

THEN score 2 points each for all 
words at four letters or more 
fouitd among the letters 

Try la scare at iaasi M patnts 

•M Uit^hvut ^ ftOd 

































11 Hi OuMMbn; To suporitltlous RuMhin 
poMonts, Qorboehov io a cursad man, 
not for hia polHtical falluraa, but for what 
eomplataly fHffarant raaaon? (Mrt Rama 
Nandy, Hind Motor High School, P.O. 
Hind Motor— 7T2233, olat Hooghly.) 

Ant: According to Ruaalan folklore, a wina atain on 
the forahaad of a poraon falmllar to that of Qorbaehav} 
aigniflaathat tha paraon la curaad. 



Ilf hat Is tha story of tha 

WV Song of Roland or 
Chamson de Roland?" asks 
A. Singhal, Patna. 

The 12th oantuiy French 
epic poem, The Soiw of 
Roland, is presetyed In its 
finest form in a mihuacript 
now in the Bodleian Libary at 
Oxford. Its author, a Norman 
poet, Turold, was not the first 
to tell the story; the minstrel 
Talliefer, according to a 12th 
century writer, sang to Duke 
William before the battle of 
Hastings a song of 
‘Charlemagne and Roland 
and Oliver, and those other 
knights who died at 
Roncevaux.' 



Charlamagna’a amplfa 


The poem describes how 
the great warrior, Roland, 
nephew of Charlemagne, 
‘was left to guard the passes 
of the Pyrenees while the 
Emperor, with the main body 


of the crusading army, 
returned to France after 
receiving the submission of 
the Saracens of Spain, With 
Roland were Oliver, his 
brother'in-arms, and a small 
force of knights. But 
Roland's stepfather, 
Qanelon, who hated his 
stepson, betrayed him at9d 
his men to the Saracens. As 
soon as Charlemagne's 
army was well on its way 
over the Pyrenees, a vasy 
army of Saracens attacked 
the rear<guard. If Roland had 
sounded his famous horn, 
the Olifant, before the battle 
began, Charlbmagne could 
have turned back to save 
him; but Roland was too 
proud to summon help until 
nearly all his small force was 
slain. Then, in order to 
secure Christian burial for 
himself and his men, he blew 
three mighty blasts on the 
horn. Though Charlemagne 
hurried back as soon as he 
heard the sound of the horn. 


he was too late; Roland and 
all tha rear-guard were dead. 
The Emperor avenged them 
not only by defeating the 
remainder of the Spanish 
Saracens, but also by 
slaying the ruler of all the 
enemy, Baiigant, and 
annihilating his great army. 
Then he returned sorrowfully 
to France to give honourable 
burial to Roland and Oliver. 
The traitor, Ganelon, after a 
trial by combat, was 
condemned and put to 
death. The poem ends with 
an exhortation to the 
Emperor by the Archangel 
Gabriel in a vision once 
again to take up arms for his 
faith. 

The poem is a stirring call 
to the feudal lords of the 
early 12th century to lay 
aside personal feuds which 
hinder the work of God, and 
to take the Cross and fight 
for their faith against the 
Saracens, as the Emperor 
Chatlemagne does In the 


poem. Ganelon was 
jeopardising the cause of 
Christianity when he caused 
the death of knights who 
were on crusade. Even 
Roland, the great warrior, 
has to suffer because he 
sacrificed himself and his 
knights rather than his pride. 
It is Charlemagne, the 
champion of Christianity, for 
whom God performs 
miracles, and who never 
flags in God's service, who Is 
the real hero. 

The story of Roncevaux 
was one of the most famous 
of the French epic tales. It 
Inspired poets in many 
countries for three centuries, 
and then again, in the 19th 
century, with the revival of 
interest in medieval 
literature, the story fired 
writers, for example, Victor 
Hugo, to try to recapture 
something of the spirit of the 
medieval epic. How deeply 
the story has sunk into the 
European tradition is shown 
by the way it has served as a 
continuing inspiration to 
artists and poets right down 
to modern times. 

Postscript: This evening at 
6 pmiSt the Dalhousie 
Institute the all-India final of 
Bata's North Star Quiz. 
Teams from Delhi, Bombay, 
Madras, Bangalore and 
Calcutta. Who will be the 
champions? Come and find 
out. 
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The Premier Philosophy: 
(Jontinuous refinement. Constant eommitment. 



I'F- 




it 









II 




1 he Premier \iit<»mohiles IJfl. 


PAL 
















[UN JUST A FEW HOURS, WE CAN 
CREATE ONE IN YOUR HOME. 







- ---"*1 


-- 



i C4vR/$s,R>jN 

I BLEN PEP MARBL r'Tll.f. S 


I _i _I I-: 


(i^iramw World IndiiMrics permit INARCO Ltd, the use of the trademark Armstrong, under licence. 
INAKCO Offscci: Bomluy: 12-A, 'Advent*, Gen. BLomIc Bomluy 400 021, Pli. 2022^21, 2022213 
* DelKl: Pk 371 im. 3712253,3324418 ♦ CJmfU Pk. 444990.432768 ★ MJrw: Pk. 475191,4765%. 479186. 


HTA 1165 








































POSTMORT&A 


CONTENTS 


City f)f Stress 

I thorouRhJy enjoyed read¬ 
ing ‘Coping With Calcutta' 
(March 3). As a railway 
employee before my retire¬ 
ment, 1 had to visit Delhi, 
Bombay. Madras and 
^Bangalore, but never did I 
'find these cities as thickly 
populated as Calcutta. 

Stress IS a natural part 
of a Calcuttan’s life, but it is 
also a city of joy which pul¬ 
sates with life and is as vib¬ 
rant as a tuning fork hit by 
a missile, as one of the 
people is quoted as having 
said., We also have the 
word of Dominique Lapier- 
re on tliis. 

P.C. Dasgupta 
Calcutta 

■ M. Raja has raised an 
interesting question, but 
has failed to provide an in¬ 
sightful answer. To him, 
the mechanism of such 
stress management still re¬ 
mains a puzzle. It is possi¬ 
ble to identify a few ways in 
which the Calcuttans come 
to teims with stress. 

One such technique is 
vandalism, and the best ex¬ 
ample is the mob behaviour 
that takes place on Calcutta 
roads after a traffic acci¬ 
dent. Instant justice is 
meted out and invariably, 
the concerned vehicle (and 


This, then, is Calcutta 


maybe a few more in the 
vicinity) is burned and 
more often than not the 
offending driver is lynched. 
Nowhere else in civilised 
society does this kind of 
jungle law prevail. 

Two reasons connected 
closely with the peculiar 
problems faced by the de¬ 
nizens of Calcutta can ex¬ 
plain such beliaviour. 

It is very important for 
any person to believe that 
he has at least some con¬ 
trol over his surroundings. 
Failure to do so could re¬ 
sult in helplessness and 
hopelessness, lefiding ulti¬ 
mately to a breakdown of 
his personality structure. 
Since the average Calcut- 
tan has little control over 
the essential factors of dai¬ 
ly life which should other¬ 
wise be taken for granted 
(for example, power, 
transport, clean atmos¬ 
phere), he resorts to such 
vandalism to protect his 
ego from succumbing to 
the stresses caused by 
their absence. In another 
way, phenomena such as 
mob violence can be ex¬ 
plained in terms of the per¬ 
son's attempt to maintain 
equity with the society. 
When one feels that he has 
been getting a raw deal 
from society, one tries to 
get even by exploiting the 



various loopholes that exist 
in the society 

Apart from vandalism, 
the other frequently used 
stre.ss management techni¬ 
que by Uie Calcuttans is 
displacement. It is true that 
citizens can only fume at 
the politicians and the 
bureaucrats who are re¬ 
sponsible for most of the 
ills of the city, but who are 
beyond one's reach of influ¬ 
ence. So, when the autlior- 
ity figure is someone not 
too high and mighty, he be*-, 
comes an easy target and 
ail the suppressed anger 
and hostility is displaced to- 
ward.s him. A commonly 
observed sight in Calcutta 
is of people engaged in he¬ 
ated arguments with bus 
drivers, conductors and 
post office employees, and 
on many occasions, getting 
completely carried away 
and coming to blows. 

Tins kind of physical vio¬ 
lence is in fact a symbolw 
release of the tensions 
caused by the various 
stress factors impinging 
upon the daily hves of the 
people. 

'ITie people in Calcutta 
do have stress manage¬ 
ment techniques, but it is 
for them to judge bow pro- 
ductive or counter¬ 
productive these are for 
themselves and for their 
city. 

Jayesh Ranjan, 

Fellowship student in be¬ 
havioural sciences, IIM, 

Calcutta 

Wliat, No Heat? 

We were waiting eagerly 
for a long and detailed arti¬ 
cle on the International 
Film Festival of India in 
Madras. But 'Heat and 
Dust’ (February 10) was 
disappointingly short. You 
should have featured the 
IIFI ’91 as a cover story. 

Most of the photographs 
were also tame. We were 
expecting some hot stills 
and at least one good one 
from Ihe Sheltering Sky. 
Sandip Munshi, 
Hazinagat (W.B.) 


The Telejlrdph 

31 MARCH 1991 



iT I’raii.il) Muklu'ijt'c is 
back Wh.it make- the man so 
ind’.spcnsabk'-’ 


14 


■ ■ Rajesh Kharaia 

first crystallised the concept of 
‘Superstar in the early 
Seventies. Now, 25 years 
after his storming of llie 
Bombay citadel, he has 
practically called it a day and 
hinted that it will be pirlities for 
him henceforth. 


18 


■ A kxik at some of 

the most interesting gold coins 
of India. 
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T he |>i«diction was made at a time 
when no one believed it. Pranab 
Middioiee was tacmg one of the 
most diffiadt tanes in Ms political career. 
It was January 1985. Ifis mentor and lead¬ 
er Gandhi had been assassinated by 
b» bodyguanb a few months earlier. Her 
son, Gamfiii, who succeeded her as 
Prime MBnister, decided to keep him out of 
the government. From being one of the 
most powerful politicians in ti» country, 
Ih:anaD was reduced to an ordinary citizen. 
It was a time for harsh reafities, not day 
(beams. No one, therefore, took note of 
die predicticMi made by an astrologer to 
Pranab. He presag^; “You will reacdi the 
IHnnade oi your pratkal career when you 
are 57 years old. You will enjoy powers 
that even in the past you had not” Today, 
a^ more than six years, things have 
improved for the former Union finance 
minister. The prediction no longer seems 
for-fetched. Pranab is now just a few 
months short of his 57th birth^y. 

The dhoti-kurta clad, Bengali babu who 
came to Parliament on a Rajya Sabha ticket 
22 years age, is a changed man today. The 
former Union minister and Congress(l) 
lea^, AjH Panja, who met Pranab for the 
^ time in 19m when the latter was in 
die Ban^ Congress, was not very im¬ 
pressed tiy him. "He was speaking at a 
symposium in Calcutta. But there was no- 
trang renfoikable about him at that time," 
recalls Panja. But today, Pranab is re¬ 
garded as one of the shrewdest politicians 
m the country. Even Panja has (^nged his 
opinion about him. “As a politician, he is 
lixe a fifth goieration computer, wlio can 
tattle off names, figures, dates and even 
the minutest details of an event that took 
phce 20 years back without batting an 
eyelid.” He goes cm to add, "Pranab-babu 
never seems rufBed. He can keep his cooi 
even whfie discussing the most serious 
problems." 

Others, however, find in him a man of 
“average intelligence” vdio tries to "im¬ 
press people by (piting figures and details 
about matters of Ettle significance”. His 
detractors describe him as a scheming 
person who deals ruthlessly with anyone 
who rubs tfon the wrong way. There are 
o^rs sriio even refuse to be umressed 
by his past pofitical record. Acconuig to a 
noted pofitical cohuraust, Pranab's per- 
fomance in Mrs Gandhi’s Cabinet was not 
very inqiressive. ‘Tnm, he became the 
nunto two man in her Cabinet, but that 
was die most laddustre period of Mrs 
Gandhi’s political career.” 

Dewite hoUing some of the most im¬ 
portant nanisterial and party portfolios in 
the past, Pranab Mukheijee does not 
(xme across as being a very powerful 
figure. 'The short, ptutip, bespectacled 
man gives you the imprenion of a ccHiege 
teadw. It is difficult to make out wfak 


goes on in his mind as he stares at you 
nom behind his glasses when you qieak to 
him. His replies are short and to the pmnt 
It is oidy when yew prod him further with 
uueiies that he begins to open i^. He then 
floods you with so nux^ detad and in- 
formatkm that it is difficult to note down 
everytiiing. He rattles off figures and 
amounts of budge^ support a^ financial 
assistwice to various prefects during his 
tenure as finance minister as if they were 
aO written down on a piece of paper in 
froit of him. “I always had a gocid mem¬ 
ory," he says, “ance my chikfiiood I had 
to read a book once to remember every¬ 
thing.” 

In between he refills his tape before 
etmihasising a point. Pointing at the pipe, 
he smiles im says, “1 was a mw-smoker 


Unlike Siddhartha 


BiiHBiaaamigTTO; 


a quiet comebac 
growing importance more 


iiSSilSaBSS 

imviiUingsEiiir 



when 1 first came to the capital. It was 
Kaiyan Roy (the late CPI MP fimn Asan- 
sol) who introduced me to dgar smoking in 
1972. I picked up the halnt of smoking a 
pipe three years later when Debkanta 
Barooah, our p^y leader from Assam, 
]vesented me with a pipe." 

Pranab can be a (dtarmer when he 
wants, but he seldom aliows people to get 
to know him closely. “I’m very choosy 
about my friends. I cannot open iqi with 
everyone,” he says. An avid readw, his 
interest varies from bocdcs on political sci¬ 
ence, sodolo^, autotnography to contem- 

g irary novels. Alberto Moravia is his 
vourite novefist. He is also a devout 
Hindu and spends at least an hour every 
morning doing his ptgas. 

Pranab Middietjee does not bdieve in 
stars and astn^gers. “My wife is the only 
one who guides me. I don% depend on the 
astrdojps for that,” he says wtdi a smile, 
to he doesn’t deny that astrologers come 
to Mm and try to nudee predictions about 
his future. 


L ike any other politician, Pranab 
Mukhe^ has h^ his share of ups 
mid downs in his career. A.s finance minis¬ 
ter in Mrs GandM’s Cabinet, be has the 
rare distinction of having placed the 
Budget for three consecutive years— 
198^ 1983 and 1984. Till date he is the 
only leader firom Bengal who had simtd- 
taneously been the member of all the im¬ 
portant comirattees of tlie Congress Par¬ 
ty—-the Cabinet committee on pofitical 
affiiirs, the Congress Working Comnuttee 
and the Con^ss Parfiamentary Board. In 
1984, a foreign marazine acfjudged him as 
one of the five best finance ministers in the 
world. 

But for a man who rose to become the 
second most powerful political figure in the 
country, there was very little in his earlier 
years to suggest his subs^uent success. 
In 1^, Pranab was bom into a fomiiy of 
freecfom Suiters in the Kimahar area of 
Birbhum district in West Bengal. His 
fother, Kamada Kmkar Mukheijee, was a 
noted freedom ^ter and leader of die 
(Egress Party. The Quit India movement 
and the freetkm struggle did impress the 
young boy, but it was much later that he 
was attracted to politics. "I am not a pro¬ 
duct (rf the freedom movement," says Pra¬ 
nab. “1 was impressed by the events but I 
was drawn nito politics much later in my 
life.” A double MA in history and pofitical 
science, he also has a law degree. He 
started his career as a lecturer in a local 
college. While in the teaching profession 
he started getting involved in pc^tical acti¬ 
vities. 

In 1966, he joined the Bangla Congress 
under Ajoy Mukbetjee’s leadership and 
sooii became a secretariat member of the 
or^sation. In 1969, he got a diance for 
miudng it Mg in the politu^ field when his 
name came up as a probable candidate of 
the party to contest the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions from the Mklnapore seat However, 
the (flange in the pofiticai scenario brought 
about a reafignment m the political forces. 
Krishna Menon was nominated as the In¬ 
dependent candidate for the seat and the 
Lm parties along with the Ban^^ Con¬ 
gress decided to support him. Subse- 
(|uently. Menon won. But Pranab's (fiance 
came within a few months. He was 
elected to tte Riuya Sabha on a Bangla 
Congress ticket 

It was while participating in a debate on 
bank nationalisation that he was noticed by 
Mrs Gandhi. The Prime Minister who was 

S in her chamber, was impressed by 
’s speech and wanted to meet him. 
But her party colleagues had a tough time 
finding mnab as he was hardly known to 
the ouier members of the House. Finally 
he was traideed down and taken to Mrs 
Gandhi. Tte Prime Minister told the 
young man who was overawed by her 
presence toat she was impressed by his 























SMecb. Pranab managed to mumble a 
Thank you’ and left the chamber. But for 
the rest of the day he felt .elated. 

hi 1971, the Bangla Congress merged 
with the Congressr and thus began the rise 
of I^anab MuTtheijee in the party. In 1973,, 
he was inducted in the ministry by Mrs 
Gandhi as a deputy minister in the ministry 
of imlustriai development. Subsequently 
he Iwld a number of portfolios in the Union 
ministry. But it was in the 1980s that 
Pranab not only became the number two in 
Mrs Gandhi’s Cabinet when he was made 
the finance minister in 1982, but one of her 
most trusted advisors. Despite having lost 
the Lo4( Sabha election in 1980 from Bol- 
pur, Mrs Gandhi made him the Union fi¬ 
nance minfciter after getting him elected to 
the Kiuya Sabha from Gi^rat. 

In ms climb up the political ladder, Pra¬ 
nab left behind a trail of poUtical rivals. 
Equtdly ambitious, they all bided their 
time, waiting for the eventual downfall. 
Despite having held important portfolios in 
the ftiion ministry Pranab is often charged 
with Itaving shown little interest in Bengal. 
Tiys could be one of the reasons why he 
dU not have a very strong following in the 
state, urdike his other colleagues, A.B.A. 
Ghani Khan Choudhury. Ajit Papja or Priya 
Rasqan Das Munshi. “It is not true that I 
dki nothing for Bengal,” counters Pranab, 
"but 1 refuse to make political mileage out 
of it.” He argues that the developmental 

E ejects m tl» other ministries would not 
ve been possible had the rminey not 
been sanctioned by the finance ministry. 

A n interesting aspect of Pranab’.s iM>li- 
tical life is nis failure to win even a 
sin^ election. He stixid twice in the Ixik 
SaM3 elections, from Malda in 1977 and 
from Bolpur in 1980, but was defeated 
both times. He has always been elected to 
Parliament on Rajya Sabha tickets. 
Though he refuses to admit it, this fact 
continues to haunt him. His cIo<je associ¬ 
ates point out that it makes him feel as if 
he is not very popular among the masses. 

Ajit Panja points out Uiat though Pranab 
is an “asset” for the party on fommlaling 
its programmes and policies, he is not very 
"suitable” for day-to-day interaction with 
the workers at the grassroot level. “His 
speeches are excellent for an educated 
crowd, but he fails to get his message 
across at rural gatherings." He recalls an 
incident when he accianpaiued Pranab to 
to address a meeting in a village, in 
his customary style, Pranab started quot¬ 
ing figures and amounts of how many 
.crores had been spent by the government 
for the uplift of the rural poor. After a 
while one of the faimers in th*' cniwd 

S oaned and told the person sitting next to. 
n, ’*£ deWu klali kotir katha bohy. 
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rang {pxnip iBikKiQjng a lot of wont attV; 
nolky matters, 

retunied totb(S ;X-'A 

Q: Havk^ hA tt» tkuvssa 
youretun^ 

Atldkin’tieam.tliefaaty. Iwas'#iq^’>: 
led. And I dBifri't waft it 
my expulsicm I Waited io v” 

.at^ as the real Coaflyessman wd 


III i if-f 1 1 

i *1? 


% 1111 


pie rejected me. I realised that a Gofr, ^ 
gressman cannot fit outside tbe otga>. 
nisatkio. It was exixtedinc^ 
me to work with tihpse who #are 
essentially non^i^ongitss. 1 raafised " 
that having grown iq the Codgrea*.- 
tradition I would not be able to surviypi 
Mturrover, people (fid not want to a<» 
me outaide the Ccxigress, they wantisd . 
me to be in the party. I coidd neverleel, 
at home outskje Ckm^ess tradS- 
tkjn. ", 

Qi How wotdd yoa desa&e yoar naht*, 
amts iath Mr Rtfiy GanaSti bow/ 

At We have a gaoi ndationshh). It la. 
very cordial. It is much better than 
what it was at the time of my eiqqd- ' 
.akm. 

Q; To what itwhsMt ihiui Mr SshtoiA 
Mo/ian Dev reapoasible for yoar n ~.. 
tarn.' 

At He played a major role m k. Thtto 
were others top, maiiily sraiioar piefy ' 
members who were uiduqgv about. Of, ' 
expidsion. They t^ed UiMr CamfiitP 
take me back. But it was Santoid) who;. 
took the initiative and suggested to the ' 
party president that IcouIdbe-phc^fW . 
campaigning for the party eaMpawa.i»\.' 
the Trteura Assembly eleettaiiii iffr '. 
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Tabok bmlu aamaader M noye (He seems 
to be talking only about acres, perhaps he 
is not for us).” 

Pranab Mukherjee fell from grace after 
the death of Mrs Gandhi. According to 
some. Remv Garaflii wanted to replace his 
mother’s loyalists wiA his own trusted 
men. Others, however, ptsnt out to an 
BKident when Pranab rei^edly showed 
Interest in becoming the Prime Minister. 
'Ihou)^ much has been written about the 


incident lew know what reaDy hap¬ 
pened. Ifranab’s 8upp(»ters in^t that the 
remarks made by the former Uraon finance 
nrafister were misreported to Ri^iv Gandhi 
by lus polibcal rivids. 

Oh December 31, 1984, when Rajhr 
Ga^ 'was sworn in as Prime Mnister, 
Pranab ioiew Ms downMil had begun. In¬ 
stead of Pranab, R^iv’s name as die leader 
of the (Congress Praiiamentary Party was 
proposed by G.K. Moo'pgnar and 














: > . v.k' H. »i' <■'■ n ' ' W''-"'/! 

1 V. ■'■ . '>‘V ' vr-«'|;'-i 

- ‘ '■■ ;#“ilil%.tW!l|«'!l(S*i^-' 


;jl '' -H I^K'*- »“''■.» 

j: 1', .sAl'ii A'^'*f1w»*w»«-vy.''\W%i 
tVrJlWJTwW' 

.>’'**1 'kyy '‘-WN^ 

j., _ 

>.,' I 'P 5 wl? > " 

< 1 in..«'««! 








litiiwiMV 






ffiniwr^ *lKn^ 


li -I -■'.•■ mu~:im.r' 


V L ' lA 

53 







SEjpSP 




[‘(■liiTJT 





j,,4i««ri#p5b.Vi’fa««-»ywi- 


irnmnira 


i^Adb. lumber ot]^ 

t# #imaNbMBd tH«pK9ie«m 
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Man or m other tfen {iHiw, Utey 
tranti^KffiftBeiigd. Butl#ja''t«wtt 
(W to htidw ahy pohtK^I niiSeaw out of 




Given a t^unoa ] «>B do it 



set (Hided b> \ I' Smofi fhiouRliouJ the 
(JrfV h( (itxKiusI) w iiltd for .i ihH fioni tiie 
irm« MinisU'i asking hini to j<h?i the 
CabBiet But it never < ante I ew among 
his old fnendi turned up at his Jantar 
Mantar residence that day to sympathise 
with him l^anab on his pit, wrote let 
ters to the new Pnnie Minsilei and the 
others m his Cabinet longratulaling them 
Four (ongres* k aders from West Bengal 
weti induited as minetets, Ajit Panja 
Asokt Stn }*ii\a Ranjan f)as Munshi and 
(ihani Khan Choudhury But Pranab's 
name was not lonsidered e\tn once 

Nineteen eighty hve was the most diffi 
cult time in Pranab s political career 1 he 
gap between him and the iw w le ider of the 
Mity, Rajiv (landhi tontinucd to widen 
He had meanwhile left bis ministeiial bun 
galow on janlar Mantar Road and moved 
to his own residentt in (neater Kadash 
Pait i Bombs were huileri at his liouse by 
some umdentifnd jiersons one evening 
Ihete were strong rumoms that Pianab 
would be arrested by the new govern 
ment A section of the foreign media wr nt 
to the extent of reporting that the former 
Union finance minister was being kept 
under house airesl Ihev were found to 
be baseless 

k Apnl WH'i he was made the West 
Bengal PCCI t hief m plat t of \nanda (rfip 
al Mukherjee Tins development obvitmslv 
pleased him According to many the Con 
gress(I) perfoniiance in the slate had been 
the best undet his k adership In the Cal 
cutta Munieipal ptills C ongress put up a 
strong fii^it and managed to get W seats 
against the Lett I lonl s 71 in the Corpora 
tion But his detrai tots in the party we'e 
not pleased with his performanee and they 
cried for Pranab s blood He was aski d to 
tender ius resignation on the exi use tliat 
the party hifdi (ommatid would then be 
able to force the Mahaishtra PCCI chief 
Murb IX'ora to step down Pranab com 
pbed, but Deora did not And it seemed no 
one was reallv interested in his resignation 
now 

Pranab realised th,it he was increasingly 
getting isdated ftom the core of the party 
feadeiship by the new set if assoeiates of 
Raji\ Gandhi He aligned with flu other 
disgruntled member-, m the iiarly under 
Kamlapati Inpathi i leidei-jhip In March 
1986 in an interview with a kading Fn 
gbsh weekly Pranab voiced he rriticism 
on the manner in which the party was 
being run A month later 1 npathi de 
spatched his contimersial letter to the 
AlCC president hi)rtiliRhting the sense of 
abenatiim among semor members of the 
party I he letter though signed bv In 
uethi, was reported to have b<*en dnfted 
by ftanab A P Shamia and other dis 
gruntled members of the Congress 
Ihouf^ no action was taken against fn- 
pathi the high command expelled Pranab 
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Mukhetiee for six years for violating party 
discipline and engaging in anti-party activ¬ 
ity. 

Pranab was teft with no alternative but 
to explore the possibility of forming a para¬ 
llel organisation to ^t his views across to 
the masses. On January 5, 1W he laun¬ 
ched his new party, the Rashtriya Sama- 
jbadi Congress in Delhi. The previous 
afternoon he had made Ute announcement 
of his new organisation at a well-attended 
meeting at the Net^ Indoor Stadium in 
Calcutta. A number of leaders came to 
ccaigratulate him on his venture. Biju Pat- 
naik tok) lum in Bengali, “Pranab, ekbar 
ddkam jjakhan khukchho takhanjhan^ ban- 
dto koro naa (Once you have decided to 
start your shop, please don’t down tlK 
shtftters).” 

Pranab could not keep up his en¬ 
deavour. The Rashtriya Samajbadi Con¬ 
gress caixtWates contested the West Ben¬ 
gal Assembly election in 1987, but were 
miserably defeated in all the constituen¬ 
cies. “It is then that I realised one cannot 
form an alternative to the Congress. 1 had 
tried, but the people r^cted me outright. 
They wanted to see me in the Congress, 
not out^fe it,” Pranab observes. 

By the end of the year he started get¬ 
ting in touch with his friends in tte (^on- 
gress, asking them to request Rgjiv Gan- 
Sii to take lum back. 


I t was around this time that Santosh 
Mohan Dev, then Union minister of 
state for home, suggested Ihranab’s name 
to Rsyhr Gandte. Dev, vdio had been en¬ 
trust^ with the task of gearing up the 
party maclunery for the Tripura Assembly 
election, argued that Pranab wouki be use¬ 
ful in campaigning for the Congress candi¬ 
dates since he enjoyed a large following 
among tlw Bengalis in the state. Dev's 
argument was accepted by the party presi¬ 
dent and Pran^, thou^ not yet taken 
back in the Congress (1), was asked to 
campaign in January, 1988. 

Dev’s relations with Pranab date back to 
1980, when the former was still in the 
CongressfS). Pranab was asked by Mrs 
Gandhi to look for a suitabfo candidate for 
the party to contest the Ragya Sabha elec¬ 
tions -from Assara Pranab ^t in touch 
with Dev and persuaded him to stand as a 
(^mss(I) nominee. Dev lost the elec¬ 
tion by a margin of one vote to U«e Inde- 
pemfont candi^te, DhKsh Goswanu, but 
ne managed to bring most of the MLAs to 
the Congressd) fold. For bis efforts he 
was rewarded by being given a ticket for 
the Lok Sabha election from the state. 

The Tripura election was the begiroiing 
for Pranab’s re-enfry into the Ccmgressfl). 
A few mondis after the election in Tripura 
triach the Congressd) won, Pranab dis¬ 
banded his Rashtriya Samqjbadi Congress. 









Return of the prodigal 

By this time a lot of changes had also taken 


pto in the Congressd). Rajiv Gandhi's 
new set of advisers, who had replaced the 
old guard in the p^y, had deserted him 
one % one. The Prinw Minister was now 
looldng for a n^w set of associates, people 
onwh^hecbulddep^. Pranab’s return 
became an eventuality. The emission 
order was finafly withdrawn in (ictober 
1988. 


mi) Mudieijee in the hst couple of year- 
s.His supporters claim that the former 
Utyrm finiuice rrdnater is miw on the com¬ 
eback tisA piere is enough evidence to 
srqipport tins view. Pranab was the first 
Mie to be i^en a chamber in the newly- 
buflt, sp«3ous, Javrahar Bhavan. Party 
sources also jpdnted out that PianA waa 
the ody racial whose remtaierarion and 
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FANCIES 


Ways with 
Words 

A Uiteratum the. rlictunc 
dl device foi lommont 
mg ad|ac(nted words with 
tlw &ame bouid is a natural 
hdbit Famihat phrases, 
‘good as gold hghtmg fit 
‘fit as a fiddle pioud as a 
peatoik and so on, lely 
heavily on aOiteration to be 
effective ! his form ot word 
play was an mdispensible 
condition of Old and Middle 
English poetry when rhyme 
was less common than it i< 
today 

1 here are some really fan 
tastii examples of excessive 
alliteiation Henty Hatdet 
composed a poem of 100 
lines m Latm hexametcis ol 
cats each word begimung 
witht entitled CanuniCun 


Catis Leriamen Carmine 
Compovtu<> Curiente Ca& 
mo C Catmlb Canm" In 
1890s a seienade of 28 lines 
was published sung in M 
fiat by Major Marmaduke 
Mutinhiad to Mademoiselle 
Madeline Mendonza Mar 
not which rontamed only 
one word not beginning with 
m m the line “Meet me by 
th( moonbght marry me ' 

Modem poets ttxi use 
alliteration with gieal effect 
as in C oleridge s Ancient 
Mannei 

The Utt bteere hlevt the 
KhiU foam flew 

Iht furrow followed 
free 

bwuibume too was noto 
nous foi the use of allitera 
tion 

0 swallow sisfex, 0 fair 
SHift mallow 

Hi reiognised his own 
failing whiih he parixlied m a 
poem < ailed 'Niphelendia 
which began 

from the depth ot the 
dreamy decline ot the dawn 
throu^ a notable nimbus of 
nebulmis moonshine Pallid 
and pink as the palm of the 
flagfkmei that fbtkers nith 
feat of the flies as they 
Boat 

It was alkteration that 
eventually gave nse to ton 
gut twisteis Shakespeare 
made fun of excessive alii 


iPfTfH 

fptAKK^ A fmck 



iMAitt 
•iirf A 
rsA... , 


teration when he gave 
Quince these tongue twist¬ 
ing lines in “Midsummer 
JVigftt’s Dteam’ 

‘ Whereat, with blade, 
with bloody blameful blade. 
He bravely broach’s his 
boiling bloody breast ' 

This gave nse to the ton 
gue-twister proper a sent 
ence that is deliberately diffi 
cult to pronounce ‘Peter 
Piper, ' “She sells sea 
shells ’ ‘ Betty bought some 
bitter butter' still contoiue 
to be as populai as they 
were 50 years ago Some 
lesser known ones 
“Your Be* owes our Bob 
a bob If your Bob doesn’t 


give our Bob the bob your 
Bob owes our Bob, our Bob 
will give your Bob a bob in 
the eye ” 

Of all the felt I evei felt, I 
never felt a piece of felt 
which felt the same as fiiat 
felt felt, when I first felt the 
felt of ^t felt hat ’’ 

But the gieatest allitera¬ 
tive achievement perhaps is 
the alphabetic poem 
An Austrian awfully 
arrayed 

Boldly by battery be 
sieged Belgrade, 

Cossack commanders, 
cannonading come 
Deabng destruction de¬ 
vastating doom 






























Novehst, poet and re¬ 
nowned figure in children's 
bterature, eminent liUeiateur 
Hemendra Kumar Roy was 
bum at his ancestral home at 
Pathunaghat, Calcutta in 1888 
He studied m a Calcutta school 
for a few years but gave it up 
to put sue his artistic mstmcts 
He joined the Calcutta Art 
School but pve that up, too, 
and took a job with the Military 
Accounts department where 
his father, Radhikanath Roy, 
was also serving 
At the insistence of the then 
editor of the Bengali journal, 
Jamuia, Roy took to writing 
and soon beiame a regular 
contnbutoi to the journal He 
thoroughly read the works of 


Shdketpiatt \lilloii, Kiais 
and Shellev. ishith helped liiin 
a great deal ui his lilei ai > pm 
suit Around tlus tune two of 
his shoit stones. P,is/ia/ and 
Smdur ( bupn were translated 
m German boon he betaine a 
regulai for Bdo/i, Prabduht and 
Bhdrati Among his eail> 
works were novels like Aa/ 
Ba/saAAi, Jaiei Alparu and 
Bonejdl 

Roy wasapiolifit wliter 
and, with constant entourage 
ment from publishers, wrote 
one book after another in the 
form of fictions, plays, essays 
and stones for thildren He 
made a simifitant contribution 
m the field of children's litera¬ 
ture Of his 2(K) publications 


KKl.irc for (luldren and oinc 
oitht'-t III ‘■till among tilt 
best 'if then kind in mwlt rn 
Bengali liU ratui e I lis detei 
tivenotels,/aiarifa Mditik, 

. and adventure lalt s like Himd 
Kwmi and Sum/ei Babu aie 
widely lead bv \oung and old 
alike 

Agitatl'iv el of theatre, 

Roy had tlose atqiiaintantes 
with Hull Babu, Ainiitlal, 
AjMie'jh Chandra and Sisir 
K iniar Bhaduri In Bliadnri s 
play S/ta, Roy < oniposc-d the 
songs ami i onduited the dam e 
numbers as well He died at 
4 id pm on '1 hui sday, Api il 
18, 1% 1, at his north t ak utta 
residence (skett hed above) at 
i'id/l I’ppei Chilpote Road 
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r^RIES 

IM March 21~AprU 20 
^ • More respwidbHIties, 

_greater ecdatm, tight 

schedule and a good por^ of 
love and laughter are In store for 
you this weak. Romance wHl be 
amMng, pulsating and absorb- 
Ing. Finances win be available In 
plenty, so feel free to pass a 
buck or two here and there. You 
wUI be as healthy as the prover¬ 
bial horse. Travel wHI prove be¬ 
neficial. The home and family 
wUI be tension-free. Changes on 
the homb front require a special 
effort, but will have to be made. 

aurus 

I April 21—May 20 

A Travel, pilgrimage, 

_ publicity, sales, rising 

expenses, collaborations and 
secret ties are the week's high¬ 
lights. In finance, transactions, 
negotiations, bargaining and 
teaching out to peopte are well 
aigniflea. You may be slightly tit- 
low the weather, but It will soon 
pass over. 

-^ EMINI 

H May 21—Juna 20 

R The week's main 

_ trends are loans, 

funds, good company, plenty of. 
love and laughter and excep¬ 
tionally good luck. Transactions, 
promotions and new deals are 
Ihe significant features of die 
financial sector. Health poses no 
malor problem. Communicate 
effecUveiy If you are unable to 
travel. Eiqoect visitors to drop in. 
Changes In the home and family 
wHI be happy and rewarding. 

ANCER 

I Am* 21—July 20 

Partnerships, travel, 

_ more work and added 

responsibilities keep you busy, 
so gear up and k^ your op¬ 
tions fully open. The financial 
aide shorn an all round expan¬ 
sion. The mid-week Is best fbr 
romance. Travel will lead to w- 
cellent changes In your career. 
You health poses ^Ight worrieo 
brought about 1^ overwork. The 
domestic front, too, will keep you 
busy. 

1 '“^ EO 

. July 21—Auguit 21 
^ Promotion, pelf, tripe, 

- ties, new ventures, 

sales and publicity gimmicks 
comprise the week. Romance is 
certainly your birthright arxf you 
shall have It. Imprirtant deals, 
negotiations and business part¬ 
nerships will come through. 
There Is not much to worry re¬ 
garding your health. Tiavw wW 
prove beneficial and your work 



wHI be done. A sea-change in 
the home and famHy Is foreseen. 


- iRGO 

AuguM 22—Sapt 22 

Funds, Investments, 
children, hobbles and 
entertainment ke^ you busy 
and happy. But accidents are the 
fly In the ointment. Romance will 
be enough to keep you healthy 
and happy. New financial ven¬ 
tures will be avaflable. Minor 
health aliments or chronic prob¬ 
lems may worry you. 


t BIRTHDAYS 


-n IBRA 

S«pt 23-Ocl 22 

<■ Home, family, re- 

_ novation, decoration, 

parents and In-taws step into 
your IHe. New connections, part¬ 
nerships and trips are the other 
outstanding features. In ro¬ 
mance, passion and ardour are 
fated. Finance includes loans, 
funds, buying, selling, commis¬ 
sion and agency. Get your 
travel-kit ready and by the 
weekend you iMIl move. A slight 
danger of accidents and delays 
unless you are careful. 
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CORPtO 

Oct23-Mov22 

Health and com- 

__ municatlon are the 

two significant areas this week. 
Romance will be available In 
short bursts. In finance, mpect 
happy and rewarding develap- 
mems. A medical chedcup woiHd 
be a good idea as regards your 
health. Do not undertake a jour¬ 
ney unless for some Important 
work. Buying, selling and 
beautifying are the highlights of 
the domestic sector. 

- ~1 AQITTARiUS 

Mov23—Dac20 

Money Is on Its way, 

_ kids and lovers give 

satisfaction, and hobbies and 
entertainment promise happy 
outlets fbr you. Expect financial 
gains and recognition. Nothing 
mutrn to worry about your health, 
so go ahead with work and lei¬ 
sure. Expect visitors, foreigners 
and friends to drop in. 

-^ APRiCORN 

Ok 21-iMn IS 

^ The accent this week 

_ is on the personal 

aspect of your life and that 
means relationships at all levels. 
Money and honey will be yours. 
Your financial graph shows an 
upward trend; loans and funds 
will be available. Except for 
occasional nervous tension and 
stomach ache all should be wet 
with your health. Home condi¬ 
tions could lead to a journey. 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Fab 18 

Expensea eat InU 

_ your income. Treve 

and new links are possible. You 
reputation reaches a new high 
Love will be a way of life. Assign 
ments, promotion, contracts anr 
deals constitute the flnanda 
sector. As regards your hsaltl 
you wlH be rdxist and laugh al 
the way to the end of the world 
A touch of class and alsgana 
wlH be added to the home arx 
family. You receive acodadet 
for that. 


Fab IS-March 20 


Buying, selling, ih 
veding and a heclk 
social whlflgig are file week't 
highlights. financial side li 
favourably signified, so take i 
vree ohanoe. Romance wW bi 
enough to keep you smiling 
Yout health remains In patfac 
shape. Travel is likely and it wH 
prove beneficial, so be on tfk 
move. Exciting events, funcUon 
and dinners oomptfse the affain 
ofthehonieandfaniiy- 




































H e's standing in the doorway, half¬ 
way throuj^ a Dunhili. Clear-lensed 
spectacles perched halfway on the 
nose. You expect him to give you a shim¬ 
mering wink with both eyes and the 
f^ous roping-in gesture with his arms, 
and sing a song. But no, he's come a long 
way. l^e DuiM may be half, the specs 
may be halfway on, but Rajesh Khanna's 
not doing things halfway any longer and 
claims he hasn’t been doing them fever. 

Twenty-five years of arc ligdits and 
greasepaint have had their impact. He's 
much more clear about what he says. 
Metaphors are galore and the setting's his 
office. Mercifully there's no one to yell 
out, "Lights!” “Camera!”, "Action!” and 
“Cut”. 

On the desk, there’s a book with the 
title, Tough Times Never Last. Tough 
People Do. You slide the book gently to¬ 
wards Khanna and quiz him about it. His 
answer, "You are looking at him, ri^t 
.icross Ibc’ table. Yes, I am a tough nut to 
cr.ick ” 

Fron) those diz/ying days of soaring 
popularity which began with Aradhana in 
the late Sixties, wherever you saw, you 
could see only one name on the marquee, 
R^esh Khanna, and a fan foUowing of mil¬ 
lions from nine to 90. to the shattering 
flops in a row that he gave, turning his 
famous prefix of Superstar and Phe¬ 
nomenon to Ex-. Khanna's seen it all. 

His reactiem to massive success and 
gut-wrenching failure is simple. “I am a 
seasoned warrior. It’s like getting on a 
horse, riding it, falling ofi', getting hurt, 
^tting bruised, battered and then climb¬ 
ing back into the saddle, that’s what life is 
all about, and as in cricket, 1 say I have 
played my first innings and am about to 
embark on the second.” 

How does he look at his 25 years in 
cinema? “I have seen many seasons and 
many changes taking place in the world of 
films. When I came on, I did so with 
romance, love. Then, there was blood¬ 
shed and where there’s bkxxlshed, there's 
hurry, and when there’s hurry, there's no 
time lor songs, love, romance,” 

However, Khanna isn't dejected by the 
gobbledygook that the media splashes ab¬ 
out him every now and then, and writes 
him ofi. Says he, “Romance is back, and 



Campaigning in Bhatpara, W.B. 

so is good mainstream cinema. Trends are 
changing, and in the last one and a half 
years, there has been a definite shift to 
better, middle-of-the-road cinema. People 
have stopped tolerating nonsense, they 
don’t take any hanky-panky any more. 
Even the uneducated masses have a 
psyche of their own and won't tolerate 
builcrap. You just can’t take today's guy on 
the street for a walk and exp^ him to 
come along silently. 

Citing the whole change in the atmos 
phere Khanna elaborates, “Look at the 
voter. They decided they didn’t want the 
Congress, they threw out the party, they 
got someone else. Again, he couldn’t 
prove anything expect that he was Mr 
Clean, and did notltog for the nation, so 
they changed that too. Much in the same 
way, the cinema audiences are getting 
wiser and unless you give them good cine 
ma, which they like to see, they don’t 
apfveciate it. Even the two most powerful 
nations on this earth, the USSR and the 
US, have become finends, and so you can 
say that in the end, love has triumphed. 
See the Gulf War, there was bloodshed, 
but ultimately peace prevaOed. So it’s 
coming full circle now. 

Rajesh adds, “Everything is now in 
favour of love, whether it's between a man 
and a woman, or between cities, or be 
tween nations, or between two genera 
tions, the spirit of camaraderie, feebngs, 
amity, and romance are back.” 

Doesn’t he wish he was young again 
and could do the same kind of roles that 
got him the tag of a romantic? “Oh, no!” 
says he with a smile, "A prince can never 
be a prince again, so let's say that the 
pruice of romance is going to be the king of 


emotions and feelings and sentiments.” 

Is this an indkation that we are going to 
see a lot of grey slapped on his pate, and 
him playing a dad in the flicks now? “Not 
necess^y, I can do good, solid, mature 
romantic roles, because romance isn’t li¬ 
mited to age. Old wine 
tastes better, doesn’t it?' 
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ing in active politics, and I said tot one 
cannot ride two boats at one time. So they 
ask^ me if 1 hadn't learnt from the mis¬ 
takes of Mr Bachchan, and I replied tot I 
didn’t leam from the mistakes of others 
but my own and I said very clearly tot for 
me, active politics comes when one quits 
films, and by getting completely involved 
in it. That statement was taken out of 
context and it was flashed all around tot 1 
was quitting films which is not true at all. ” 

ITien how does he intend being in films 
and politics, too? "Well, I’d like to do 
whatever little 1 can, by being in films, but 
when I feel tot I really want to be actively 
involved, I’ll say goodbye to films and 
concentrate wholly on politics, which 
means my ofiSce can make films, and do 
what they like, but 1 won’t be in them.’’ 

Why ^dn’t he contest the last Lok 
Sabha elections? “Well, my high command 
had asked me to, but 1 told them tot I had 
just signed about 12 films and all of them 
were in various stages of productmn. If I 
had to spend about 200 days in Parliament, 
subject to my vrinning—which 1 was confi¬ 
dent, I would—-then I would, minusing 47 
odd Sundays, have only about 70 or 80 
days to complete those films I had on 
hand. TOch would mean about five years 




VOICE-OVERS 

Yash Chopra, producer-director: 

1 have wwked with Raieah m several 
films and we have had a beautdul rela¬ 
tionship In {act, we had our own chs- 
tifbution concern and even vdien we 
parted ways, it was very amicably 1 
also cast him after that m my own 
production 

I feel he IS a sensitive actor who 
needs a special land of handling and a 
special role to brmg out the best in 
him 

Shakti Samanta, producer 
director: 

Raiesh and I have had a very long 
relationship I can say that unlike what 
the media makes him out to be, he is a 
very kind and gentle person and a very 
capable actor I have had great plea¬ 
sure associating with han in several 
fibna, and together I think we made a 
very fine team 

Gulsan Rai, distributor- 
producer: 

Of course, unUce m the past, his 
name may not be as hot selling, but 
nevertheless, I thmk he is a very fine 
actor and a thorough gentleman, he has 
got It m him To^y, his old hit films i 
make good money for distributors on 
re-release 

Hema MalinI, actress 

I have eiqoyed working with Mr 
Ktuuma and we made a good pau: I 
have always been aloof, and so has he 
so our relationship was very j>ro 
fessional, but never cold He was a 
very kind man and very considerate 
too. 

IMmple Kapadia, ex-wlfe and ac¬ 
tress: 

Raiesh IS a very complex man At 
times very sunple, at tunes very diffi¬ 
cult Today, even though we have 
separated, we meet often, go out 
together, take the kids out as well and 
stive a beautiful relatiixiship We are 
more hke close fiiends^who under¬ 
stand and respect each other There 
are no more hassles now Rest, I 
wouldn’t hke to go into 

and my producers would curse me for 
stabbmg them in the back which was 
somethmg I couldn’t do because whatever 
1 am, I owe to the film mdustry ” 
"Moreover,” Khaima adds, 'I would be 
domg injustice to my constituents be 
cause they would expect the most^ut of 
the man whom they have voted for, so it 
would have been halfway, both ways, and 
nothing lialfway ever works out ” 

Comuif back to films, we ask Khanna 
how be would do those mature roles he 


plans to, and would it jell vnth his persmia’ 
“Look, you can’t expect me to play 
Aradhaiu today ” Why not’ “Because the 
age IS not there 1 iJways look into the 
mirror and know what's what, and one 
has to change with time ’’ 

Khanna is of the opuiion that if you don’t 
change, or move with the tones, people 
are bound to reject you Does this mean, 
that he won't be able to get the gals 
swooning over hun, as m the past’ “^ys 
who’” asks Khanna with a wicked gnn “If 
I am able to touch a chord somewhere. I’ll 
get them swooning ” 

The shimmer of his eyes, the roping in 
action of his arms and the jerk of his head 
were mannerisms that got the turnstiles 
tumuig does he mtend to hang on to 
theiii’ ‘'Not at all, I intend to drop those 
crutches completely, they looked race at 
that point of time, no more I will now 
seek to charm my audiences with my per 
formances, give them romance in a diffe¬ 
rent format ” 

A sked to comment on the second com¬ 
ing of Amitabh Bachchan, Khanna av 
ers, ‘I never thought he had gone away ’ 
But then, Bachchan had five flops in a row, 
tiU As;Aiyun came along ‘Look,’ says 
Khanna. “five flops m a row doesn’t mean 
that an actor is gone oi comes back The 
films could have been bad I don t say Aaj 
Ka Aijub was a super film or anj’thmg, but 
if the people liked it. it must be good, and 
what I have always believed in is, if a film 
IS liked by people it’s a good film, dammit 
We make films for the audience, not for 
ourselves lake when I received the spe¬ 
cial Filmfare Award for my contribution of 
25 years to t ini nia I said “I owe it to Mr 
G P Sippy who introduced me, and the 
rest to my audiences ” 

Khanna has his own version of the fu 
ture of superstardom m the film industry 
and very definitely says, "Mr Bachchan is 
the last of the superstars, the era of su¬ 
perstats IS finished, and it will end with Mr 
Bachchan ” 

How does be arrive at this sweeping 
craiclusion’ ‘You see when you have peo 
pie larger than life, like Mr Bachchan or 
Sndevi, in your bedrooms, on the smaU 
screen, with the remote contrw in your 
hands, where you can fast-forward them, 
rewind them, watch them while munching 
bha/iyas, drinking tea, and having kids yeb- 
mg all over the place, how are you going to 
look upon them’ 

"One really becomes a superstar, when 
the viewers stand m the queue for hours, 
get tickets, take the family out, and then 
watch the stvs unfold their magic on the 
big screen m darkened movie h^s not m 
their own bedrooms Fhe age and era of 
superstars is finished Now on, you’ll have 
good actors, bad actors, small actors and 
big actors, like m Hollywood, but no su¬ 


perstars ” 

With his wide range of experience, his 
fair share of controversies, his ups and 
downs, his highs and lows, wouldn’t he like 
to put pen to paper and write an auto 
biography’ ‘ Oh, that I have been told by 
many wise people, but I have always de¬ 
clined ” 

Why’ “Because, despite all our claims 
to modernity, we are very emotional peo 
pie, very sentimental, and if I were to 
wnie, 1 would end up hurting the sent 
ments of so many people I don’t want to 
do that nor do 1 want to be dishonest, so 
why wnte at all’” 


The future is another Raaz... 



Isn’t acting also a dishonest protession’ 
“Not at all (slightly angry)' I thmk it’s a 
very honourable profession, how can you 
say It's dishonest’” Because you’re um- 
rang people all the time’ ‘ Not at all, pray, 
tell me, n this country, is there any other 
entertainment other than watching films 
and producing children’ In fact, we are 
doing humanity a service by entertaining 
them, showing them the world, taking 
them to Kashmir, Ooty, New Yoric, Lon¬ 
don, Pans, Switzerland taking them to a 




make-believe world, providing an escape 
valve for them, enthralling them, exciting 
them, educating them, making them laugh, 
cry, and feel nice for three hoOrs, just for 
10 bucks!” 

How does he Ipok back on the title of 
Superstar? “Well, as 1 have always said, I 
was an actor, am an actor and be an 
actor. Somewhere along the line, I became 
a superstar; how, I don’t know. ” 

Does he miss the romantic notes in his 
fan mail now? “How do you know that the 
girl who was 16 then, and is 38 or 40 now, 
doesn’t have the same urge for romance 
now? Take me, for instance, I maybe 40- 



pius, but 1 still feel 1 am 16 or 17, age 
doesn’t count, there’s still a lot of romance 
left in me, life inside me hasn’t gone for a 
walk, my dear!” 

W hy the lure of politics, and why Con- 
gress(l)? "Well, you see, I was 
asked by the party president to join the 
party immediately ^er my work as a 
press liaison ofBcer during the film indus¬ 
try strike was noticed and I joined the 
party. Moreover, the hire of politics for 


me is simple. 1 want to be able to play as 
good an innings there as I have played in, 
films, and even if I am able to solve one of 
the myriad problems &cing tbi nation, I 
would feel happy that I have done my bit' 
for the nation. Otherwise ttere is no lure 
for me. God has been kind enou^ to 
bestow on me nxmey, feme, cars, bunga¬ 
lows, comforts, the power, the success of 
a kind that no one in the world of films has 
been able to achieve in this country. So 
what can politics give me?” 

There are three kinds of politicians; the 
good, the bad and the great; what slot 
does Khanna envisage for himself? "I 
would like to be a great politician. 1 don’t 
believe in doing things in a mediocre 
manner.” 

When his films started flopping, did 
Khanna ever take to blaming the audience? 
“Never, because somewhere along the 
line I must have disappointed them, they 
took it to an extent, and then drew the line 
and decided not to forgive me. So ! don’t 
blame them, 1 blame the films and my 
performance. This is a rare country. If you 
give them a little bit of good stufi, they 
clap a thousand times, the applause for a 
little pleasure is a thousand-fold, and when 
you don’t give them even a minimum 
guarantee of entertainment, ndiat do you 
expect? So how can you blame them?” 

Rumour had it that Khannna hit the 
bottle in a big way when his films bombed 
at the box-office. "No, in fact, that’s a 
phantom created by a section of the media. 
The reverse is true. I drank much more 
when I was a superstar, and cut down on 
my drinks as the slide began and my films 
began to flop, because that's the time 
when one has to hold oneself. I am a very 
strong man, very rich inside, that book 
which you were talking about. Tough 
Times Never Last, Tough Peopk Do, a 
writer hiend of mine, Shabd Kumar, gave 
it me, and inside it, he inscribed, ‘You 
will’. That’s me, a very tough man.” 

How different was Rajesh Khanna 15 
years ago? “Oh, I like the guy much better 
now, he has seen life, he is more mature 
now, more down to earth, and is now 
projecting his own image. In the early 
days, it was the media that had given him 
that image, the media together with his 
colleagues, his directors, his producers. 
One fine day, I got up and asked myself, 
hey, who is this Rajesh Khanna that they 
have created? So now I am picking up the 
pieces of the real me and assimilating them 
into a composite whole. The new Khanna 
that you’ll shortly see will be the true 
naked image, very honest, straightforward 
and magnanimous.” 

What’s Rajesh really like? “He has his 
lovely little wicked wu±ed ways, he is not 
Jesus Christ or Mahatma Gandhi, he is a 
human being, with ail the feults, the good, 
the bad, the wicked combined.” 



The ‘Superstar’ mannerisms 


Finally, Rajesh Khanna’s name has been 
linked with three famous indus^ women, 
Aiqu Mahendru, Dimple Kapadia and Tina 
Munim. How does Khanna look at them 
today, in his own perspective, vis-a-vis a 
man-woman relationsliip? 

“Well, first, I am proud of them. Anju is 
now working in this very office, heading 
my TV, video and advertising depart¬ 
ments, and we are the best of friends. 
What better answer could there be?” 

What about Dimple? “Well, she is my 
heroine in my own home production, Jai 
Shiv Shankar. In fact, I had already signed 
another heroine, when our children sug¬ 
gested that it being a home production, 
nuimmy should contribute, and Dimple had 
the same feeling. When we discussed it, I 
got the message that she was serious and 
didn’t think it was going to be just another 
film. Today we don’t live under the same 
roof, but share a very meaningful rela¬ 
tionship. We contribute to each other, we 
communicate with each otha:. we go out 
with the kids, dine together." 

And Tina? “Well, I wish her all the best, 
because when you love someone very 
honestly, one has to have the feeling that 
wherever she is, she should be happy, and 
I wish her all the best In feet, on the day 
she married, I invited a few couples I 
knew, and we opened a bottle of cham¬ 
pagne!” 

With that statement, Khanna says, 
"Cut, please, I think I have spoken 
enough, I’m tired.” The famous smile is 
flashing bright The eyes are twinkling 
merrily. Yet, somewhere, deep down that 
smooth, hi(^y polished exterior, is the 
true weather-beaten face of Rajesh Khan¬ 
na. Maybe the failures haven’t taken their 
toll, and are unlikely to, but somewhere a 
very deep emotional chord of sadness has 
been stretched, and the notes aren’t too 
happy. ■ 


W hit meiHgn does i com cany? 
The ecommc lapect ii qjuite oh- 
vtount Being « mediutn of at* 
change with a weight atandard and a defi¬ 
nite metaBk content, ita role in trana- 
actional actnrltiea haa become an inacfar* 
able part of our eaistence. But the coin 
camea other messages too. perluqM less 
percep^, but just as impoitimt You 
may think that the two sides of a cow are 
mcare or less the same, but achially die 
obverse and reverse of a coin have diffe¬ 
rent characters and purposes. Legends, 
devices and designs on the two sides may 
give you vital dues to pditical and social 
situations, religious behefs and Kxmog- 
rsphic devek^mients, and artistic tnute 
and idioins of the past. In short, a com is a 
cultural indicator, like a modem postage 
stamp. Naturally, connoisseurs have an 
almost uresistible attraction to corns. The 
more ancient a com, the greater its on- 
portance—not merely from an antiquarian 
p«nt of view, but also for its reliability as 
evidence fur an age with inadequate 
ten materials Of corns of various metals, 
those made of gold are doubtless the most 
valuable, attractive and sought after be¬ 
cause of their preaousness, variety and 
beauty. 

This brings us tO' a discussion on a 
recent publication on Indian gold coins by 
Prof. B.N Mukherjee of Calcutta Um- 
versity, a leading historian and numismat¬ 
ist of mtematK^ standing. The Indian 
GoU (Ks 200) IS a catalogue of gold coins 
m the cabinets of the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta, the oldest of its kmd m India 
The book is divided mto three mejor parts; 
• A general historical sketch of Indian 
gold coinage— from the Kushana period to 
1948—all withm a brief space of X pages, 
• A utalogue of 250 gold onns (selected 
out of a total of 3500 gold corns m the 
Indian Museum), containing theu exact 
measurements, metallic punty and de¬ 
nominations, 

• Colour plates where each catalogued 
com IS photographed and magnified m on- 
gmal gold colour. The erudition, masterly 
treatment and complete command of the 
author over his subject and evidence wiU 
doubtless recenre the reader's senous 
attention and admiration. 

It IS difficult to specify the exact begm- 
nmg of gold coinage m India Though the 
Vedic period did not have any definite 
coinage, later VedK texts (c. 800 BC) 
were aware of a weight of liundred stan¬ 
dard’(satanuoa) The standard could have 
been the wei^t of a Knsfinala of 1.8 troy 
grains (1.8xl00»180 grains). This stan¬ 
dard made a lasting impact on later Indian 
gold coinage, as we shall see subse¬ 
quently. 

The credit for issuing the eaibest gold 
coins m India goes to the Kushanas. The 
Kushana gold com generally weighing 121 
or 123 1 grams appears to have been 
based on the aurei standard (122.9 grams) 
of Rome with which the Kushanas mam- 
tamed tegular trade contacts. The Kusha¬ 
nas used gold coins as a powerful medium 
of laopaganda of the 11 ^ and might of the 
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hteind wp wrfMKMlaflig'flli^^ ' 
gloni grgupt'ja thw ’itaH ^ 

The nuKt of Kaabim gou coinage a ^ 
unmiatalobfe 00 coinage <rf the Goptaa ' 
(320^550 AO) wiv>ian)edofle:^|lil»iaoi^ 
bt^iaQt seriea of balina goidiM|tM.'fl|ipltVj 
from their iinp or U nce in eocHiii^i^ ^ ) 
GigAa ixm» ant fatnoitt ibr Qw oafid^toe | 
^ aumisinatic art And ^ you tdae «diOi,'' 
accmnt the gradual debaaenent of thcf:' 
gold ooina in the lata* phase of the eniipire;i.. 
you can.ima^ the probletna tiiat dagaod. 
the Guptas, politicaDy and econotwdily. 
T^ari^ of gcdd conn marks the subae*! 
J[\xpient period (600>1200 AD) udien de- 
tnsement of gold and poor executkm mar* ^ 
red the qunity of coinage. As thdr produc¬ 
tion was no longer cornidered an e^iress-.' 
kxi of royal inerogative, irregularities in 
weight standard and metaSk p^y be¬ 
came ranqnnt under private minting agen- . 
des. 

Order was restcured tothis near chaotic 
numismatic state of affairs with the ibunda- 
tkm cd tile Delhi Sultanate whidi regarded 
minting of gdd coins (tanfca, derived fitnn 
tanlr^seaO as an expression of the 
sovereign autixnity of tiw SultatL Now tlw 
gold cdn was struck on the 180 grain 
standard, Le. the andeik satamaaa stan¬ 
dard. Though there was no Islamic sanc¬ 
tion fen* this, the Sultanate followed 180 
grains standard, because that was the 
least cenrupted of existing weifdit stan¬ 
dards. 

Now to the gorgeous gold pieces 
fmuhrs) from Mughal mints. Weiidiing 
around 170 gral.nvSiamuhr tends to be set 
on, once again, 180 grain standard. 
Like the Kushanas, the Mughals used the 
royal pdiait to prefect the ruler as super¬ 
human. When Nurjahan's name began to 
an>ear cm gold edns during the last phase 
of Jahangir, that is a srue indkatkxi of the 
growing political dout of the Queea As 
the Murals allowed free coinage of all 
metals Qnduding gold) against the pay¬ 
ment of minting fee and seignorage, this 
paved the way for the system of fanning 
out of Hunts. This had disastrous consequ¬ 
ences on the administrative and financial 
strength of the empire. 

European companies in India induding 
the Eni^sh East India Company c^tinued 
the tradition of striking gold coins. The 
Engkah issued their firot gdd cem from 
hbdraspatnam (1643). Mints at Bombay 
(1671), Calcutta (1757) and Murshidabad 
(1777-78) followed next. When the British 
empire reformed the muhr, the standard 
was set, sigi^cantly enough, on 180 
grains—an Indian wd^t standard of great 
antiquity. The other curious pdnt is that 
frewn Ai»fl, 1927 onwards, no gold coin 
bearing the name of a British monarch was 
considered a legal tender in British India 
(by Act IV of 1927). The last ^d cdn 
struck in fridia was issued by Mir Usman 
AC Khan of Hyderabad in 19^. 

Gdd as a medium of exchange is no 
lottger in use in IiKlia, but gold coins re¬ 
main—to quote Prof. Mukherjee—"ob¬ 
jects of del^t”. Their captivating beauty 
radides an enticing chantL" ■ 
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RK.UIAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• (ihar Panvaar Piriclist 
(Ktntiiuk Stit< t H) 142 ) Milt I 
(Bidhin SIrani nil ID Kiliki 


(Sul in Hid I Kind l^Hlll) 

Dull ltd li\ Miihmii I’t isid ind 
witliniusK b\ K ifyinji Anindii tiu 
tilin St IIS K i|( sh Kliinni 
Moushiimi Chitltrici Kistii 
KapiHii Miinikshi Stsliidii Kij 
Kii in Shi ni i An iiid Sh lii 
In mid ir ind Asrani 
• (lUnchgar Kaun Open 
(leninSiiini iJ81Kl‘)) 1 show 

All It lion di nil I sliiiiiig 
Mohsin Kh in Siti>.< < 1 1 Piilini 
Sujati Mthli ind Ki| Bibbii I he 
him Is dittiUd bv Ashok (iiikwid 
111(1 till nuisii IS b\ K I) Bunn in 


• Majboor ladki (A) New 
C iiunii (I (.ran Sii nil Milt) 1 
show s 

I’lnki) Dhtn Sii I’l ida 
K mu I Al il Nilh ind J iMcl Kh in 
(oi iprist till 111 iin I 1st ot this him 
direittd b) Kim l‘d|tw i ilit 
iiiusu 1 11 Kishoii Sirt(?li 

• Patthar Kc Phool Miti 
(t hi wninf,hii Roid '801 tl) 4 
shows 

A love St IV stminK Silniin 
Khm ind Kivieni landon I In 
film IS din'll! il bv An int B il ini mil 
till musii IS bv K1 iml ixm in 


• Saaya Jyoti (Lenin Sarani 
241132 ) (>em lAJC Bose Koad 
219828 ) Fnya (Rashbihari 
Avenue 464440 ) Pumasrec (IL»|a 
Raj Kissen Street 5 S 40 H) 
Madltuban (Regent Paik) 

Uirectid by Keshu Ramsav and 
with mu!>i( by Bappi lahin the 
film stars Shatrughan Sinha 
Poonam and Danny 

• Sanam Bewafa 1 otu (S N 

Bancrjii Roid 242 r>(il) 1 

shivws 

^ »I another lov< story sfimng 
Salmin Khan ind debut inti 
Lhindni Ihe him is dutitid by 
Saiwan Kirnnr and iht musii is by 
M ihi sh Kishor 

• Yodha Koxv (Chownnghit 
I’ll!! _ 84 n 8 ) 4 shows 

Dinitid bv Kihul Kiwiil ind 
with musii bv Bappi 1 ahin the 
ihitf ittraitions of this film iii 
Sunny l)i i I Sui j iv Dutt 
Singiiti Bijhii md Dsimv 


Bengali Films 


• Beder Meye Josna Kupbini 
(Bidhin Sirsni ’iSttll) Arum 
(Mihitiiii (jandhi Kovd I 9 %l 
Bhinti <S P Mukhtijti Knd 
rdhHfi) 1 1 7 

Oni (1 till leiint big hits Ihi 
film sisrs Chirinjiit md Anju 
tihosh Otliirs III tl» last in 
S iiluddin Dildsi N i ii Kh iii 
A b b 1 s S o Ill 1 \ n 1 in 1 k I 

Subhendu Amimath ind Bulbul 
Ihe film IS diriitid bv Mitiyui 
RtliniIII Pint! ind thi niusu is bv 
Abu 1 ilu I 

• Bidhir Bidhan Dirpini 
(Bidhin Sirini >'> 8 () 8 ()) Putin 
(S P Mukhinii Roid 474%7 

2 10 a 10 8 II Piiihi(AJC Bo i 
KohI 271282) ' > 7 di 



1 ACTUATE JWtTCH 


Arun (lovil Sitibdi Kov Riniit 
Mullick Suniitra Mukht rjee P ipi i 
Adhikaii Bijov Mohinty Mohiii 
Choti Sing«tli Das ind I ipas 
Paul Lompiisi Ihe niim list Iht 
film IS diriiltd by Molimimtd 
Molisin ind ll t musii is by Aksb ly 
Mohintv 

• Mahapiithibi Mimir (Bidhan 
S Irani )'■) 27 ■>^) Bijoli (S P 
Mukhiijie Roid 4 /l 4 () 2 ) 
Chhabighir (Mihatma Gandhi 
Road l‘> 2740 ) I shows 

A Mrinil Sin film stming 
Viitor Banerjei Soumitra 
Chatterjee (ueti Sen An)an 
Dutt Anusua Majumdai and 
Apama biu 

• Prashna* Site (Bidhin Sarmi 
SSl'^l'i) Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road JS 0 C 80 ) Ujjala (Russa 
Road 478 b(j 6 )—J shows 

Directed by Sharan Dcy and 
with musii by Panchanin 
Chatterjee the cast iniludcs 
Prasenjit Detpankar Dt 
Subhendu Chatti nee banghamitra 
Bancijee Rabi Ghose Gita Dey 
Ratna Ghosal and Indraiu Dutta 











NEW RELEASES 


Hindi I- ilins 


• Paap Ki Aandhi: Metro 
(Cbowringhee Road; 28U141). 
Majestic (Kafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266), Sree (BiiRian Sara* 
m; .'S5151S), Grace (Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi Road; 3i)l()!)()), Indira (indra 
Roy Road; 471757). 

Directed by Mehul Kumar, the 
film stars Dharmendra, Aditya 
Pancholi, Farha, Amrita Singh. 
Kiran Kumar and Shakti Kapoor. 
The music is by Laxmikant Pyarel- 
al. 

• Sholay: Orient (Bentinck 
Street; 281917), Bina (Bidhan 
Sarani; 311522), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhaduii Street; 
552270), Mendca (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 410417). 

A re-reieaae of this Ramesh Sip- 
py hit. starling Dharmendra, Ami- 
tabh Bachchan, Hema MaUni, San- 
jeev Kumar, Jaya Bhaduri and Am- 
jad Khan. The music is by R.D. 
Burman. 



Laurent Decal 


31 March: 6.30 pm , 

Alliance Fi.'incaise .ind ICCK 
present the v. ell-known French 
minie artiste, Laurent DecoL disci¬ 
ple of Marcel Marceau, m The Sad 
Story of Tmioleon Mangiv. 

At Rabiiidra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

1 April onwards: 3 ^ - 8 pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by Biraj Paul in the West Gal¬ 
lery. 

• Bidhan Deb will hold his week- 
long exhibition of paintings in the 
New South Gallery. 

2 April onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 
Mandira Batabyal and others wiU 

hold a week-long exhibition of 
paintings in the North Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

2 April: 7 ^ 

liieatron will stage Tagore’., 
play, Bisaijan. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 


3 A 4 April: 6J0 pm 

Anoniika Kala San^t presenta 
a festival of two Hindi pbys. Court 
Martial (written by Swadesh 
Deepak) and Awufynn Ka TeMika- 
iia (based on Joseph Kesseiiiiig's 
Arsenic and OU Lace), directed by 
Kanjit Kapoor. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

4 April onwards: 12 noon > 8 
i»n 

An exhibition of Saiish GiqUa’a 
recent works, entitled The Sileat 
flute. 

At Chitrakoot Art GaBety (55 
Gariahat Road; 755314). 

4 & S April: 7 pm 

A Ctmeen for Dilgi—a charity 
rock music concert in nvimory of 
musician D3ip BatakrisluiaiL Ddip't 
own compositions wil) be played by 
the Calcutta band. High, and hte 
friends Nondon Uagchi, Lew Hih. 
Amyt Dutia, Kochoo Dutta, Jeff 
Menezes. Paul D'Gama and 
others. 

At Vidya Mandii (Moira Street; 
446420). 


NOTi: AN arrival Mid d«pwtui«tiinM M« far Calolitta. nguPM In braekata 


danotatha days, 1 baingManday. 


I n!iTn;il nm.tl 


CalemtaAtewbay-Lon do w New 
Vorii: Dap. A)-101 tt 0230, 
Bombay-Caleutta-Sanakok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); AI-306 at 1915; 
Oap.(S);M<306at2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Caleutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (5): AI-309 at 1910; 
Dap. (6); Al^ at 20». 
LondonAMM-Cateulta: Arr. (7): 
At-132/1328 at 1230. 

* MoaeoaHBiMrtaMMeultB: An-. 
(4); 8U-S37 at 1525. 

* Caleutta-Bhariah-llloaeow: 
Dap. (4);SU-538at 1725. 

* Moacow-Tathkant-KarachF 
Cateulla-Hanol; Ait. (2): SU-S41 
a 0640; Dap. (»; SU-541 at 0750. 

* Hanoi*Caleutta<Karaehl- 
Taatifcai ff M oa cow ; Arr. (2): SU- 
942 a 1619; Dap. (2); SU-S42 a 
1815. 

AmmahCaeiitla; Arr. (4); M-m 
a 0645. 

Calailta>Aaiinan: Dap. (5); RJ- 
185 a 0530. 

* Bucharool-CaloutUhBangkok: 
Arr. |1): RO063 a 1119, Arr. (6): 
RO-063 a 1045; Dm. (1); RC>063 
a 1230, Dap. (6); RO-0^ a 1200. 
+ Ban^iok-CaloiitUKBuoharaa: 
Arr. (1, 6): RO-oe4 a 2015; Dap. 
(1, V): RO064 a 2130. 

Ca«itta>8lnaapoi«; Dap. (2); 
80-418 a 113dand 0^. (4); 8Q- 
420 jit 1310. 

Olniiiinia ratnima Art. (2); SQ- 
4l6ii lOWand Arr: <4); 80^ a 

ratiiiMa ItaiQlrnk' Dap. (2.4,7); 


IC-731 at 0900; Dap. (1. 3. 6): T6- 
314 a 1355 

Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr. (2. 4, 7). 
IC-732 a 1500: Arr. (1, 3, 6): TQ- 

nm jii loan 

Calciitta-KattMnandu: Oep. (2,4. 
7); lC-747 a 1600; Dep. (1, 5): 
RA-214 at 1530. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): I&748 at 1930; Arr. (1. 5): RA- 
213 a 1430. 

Caleutla-Ohaka: Dep. (3, 6): IC- 

723 at 1340, Oep. (daily). BG-OOa 
at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 

DhauhCacutta: Arr. (3, 6): IC- 

724 a 1600, Arr. (daily): BG-091 at 
1140 and BQ-093 a 1655. 
Cacutta-Chtttagong: Dep. \ 2 , 5): 
BQ-698 at 1950. 

Chitlagong-Calcutta; Arr. (2, 5): 
BQ-697 a 1910. 

Cacutta-Paro; Dep. (2); KB-106 
a 0900; Arr. (2); KB-105 at 0800. 


I ionu'sl ic 


C al cutt a -Pemfaay; Dep. (2); Ai- 

'101 a 0230. 

DalM-Caleima: Arr. (1); AI-1328 
a 1230. 


Catoulta-Daffil: Dep. (daUy); IC- 
402 a 1730 and IC-263 a 0700; 
Arr. (daHy); IC-401 a 1205 and lO 
264 a 2^. 

Ca c i m a B oi n faay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 a2000 aid 10176 a 08%; 
Arr. (ddy); IC-17S a orso wa to 


Prtfitnd hf ia tha tw au***’ 
TWBlBtbiaB M r, w i b ii i Bt B 
B d v I aBd tB ksBp tnMk «f i 
Indtan AI rti na a In dm yni 
may co ntac t 2BM4B^ 38 
MMSS. MMAiaOMm m 


274 at 1850. 

Catcutla-Madraa: Dep. (daiy): 
lC-765 at 1700; Arr. (daily): 10768 
a 2210. 

Caloutla-Bangalore; Oep. (daily). 
10771 at 0610; Arr. (daily): 10772 

a 1200. 

Dahl-Lucknow-Patna-RancM- 
Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 10409 at 
1545. 

Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Luekno«if-4)ami: Dep. (daily): iO 
410 a 0615. 

Calcaitta-Guwahai: Dep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340: Oep. (1, 3, 5, 6): 
10729 a 0800; Arr. (daily); IC-230 
a 1630; Arr. (1, 3, 5, 6); IC-730 a 
1100. 

Calciitta-Agartala: Dap. (daiy): 
10743 a 1330, Dep. (3. 5, 6. 7} 
10241 a 0700, Dep. (1, 2, 4); lO 
241 a 0700; Arr. (tfcly); 10744 at 
1600, Arr. (3, 5, 6, 7); IC-242 a 
1350, Arr. (1.2,4): IC-242a 0900. 
CalGutta-Port BWr-Car Nicobar: 
Oep. (1): IC-2S7 a 0530; Arr. (1); 
iC-288 at 1220. 

Cateutta-Port Blab; Dep. (2. 4. 
6); 10265 a 0530; Arr. (2, 4. 6): 
lC-286aiOOO. 

Calcutta4Nbnigaib: Oep. (daily): 
10201 a 1400;.!^ (daily): IC-202 
a 1730. 

Caculla B agd o g m ; Oa> (daity); 


I. 


10221 at 1100; Arr. (daily): 10222 
a 1320. 

Calcutta-Tazpui-Jorhat* 
Caicutta: Oep (2. 3. 4. S, 7); IC- 
213 a 0600; Arr. (2. 3. 4, S. 7); 
IC-213 a 0955. 

Caicutta-SMchar-Impbal: Dep 
(daily); 10255 a 1050; Arr. (daUy): 
lO^ at 1530. 

Csicutta-Bhubanaawsr: Dep. (1, 
2, 4. 7): 10-269 a 1650: Arr. (1,2, 
4, 7): IC-270 a 1910. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagput- 
Hyderabad: Dep (3.5.6): 10269 
a 1650; Arr. (3. 5. 6): IC-270 a 
2040. 

Caicutta-OMwahatl-Oimapur: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): 10219 a 0840; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5. 7): IC-220 a 1320. 
Caicutts-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 2, 
7); IC-277 al 1745; Arr. (1, 2. 7): 
10278 a 2215. 

Calcutta-Viahakapatnaffi* 

Madraa: Dep. (1,2.4,6): I0642a 
0700: Arr. (1, 2. 4, 6): IC-541 a 
0915. 

CaleuttB-liiwba: Oep. (2, 4, 6); 
10259 a 1330; Arr. (2, 4. 6): IC- 

260 a 1610. 


Calcutta-Agartata-Kailaasbar: 
'Oep (2.4);PF-729a0930:Arr.(2, 
4): PF-730 a 1330. 


‘NelraMilyhnoa(:baiaiw8hoai4»a4Minacaeuaa4(aiadii-rMi*w«-CaiBu^ .fravtificfieiraMCiaicura-fianaMik-Caicutia 








Calcutta-Agartala-Silchar Dep 
(7) PF /ZaA 0/10 Art (7) PF 
/30A al 1140 

Calcutta-Cooch Bahar t)ap i1 
3 3) PF70/at08‘)5 Arr (1 3 6) 


PF 708 41 11W 

Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl Dep 

(2 4 6 7) PF-705 at 0856 Dep 
(1 3 5) PF 705A at 1220 Arr (2 
4 6 7) PF-706a1 1250 Arr (1 3 


5) PF 706A at 1615 
Calcutta-Jamaliedpur Dep (1 2 
3 4 5 6) PF-717at0600 Arr (1 
2 3 4 5 5) PF 718 at 0745 
Calcutta-Agaitala-Shitlong Dep 


(1 15 6) PF 701 at 0930 Arr (1 
3 5 6) PF 702 at 1400 
Calcutta- Agartala-Shllleng- 
Calcutta Dep (7) PF-701 at 
1210 Atr (7) PF-702at 1615 


Oapaiture EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up Time HowrtOt 

2311 19-00 OalM-Kalka Mall 

3005 19-20 Amritaar Malt 

3003 20-00 Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

2361 9-15 Alr-Cond (New Oeliil) Ea- 

preta via Gaya-Varanasi 
Oep~Tues Thurs & Sat 
Arr- Wed Fn & Sun 

2303 9-15 Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 

preaa via Patna 
Dep—Mon Wed Fn & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 
2301 16-00 Ra)dhani Expreaa 5 days a 

week 

Dep—Mon Tues Ihurs Fri & 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sat & 
Sun 

2373 23 00 Himgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ea- 

pteae Tn-Wkly 
Dep—^Tues Fn & Sat 
An^Tues Wad & Sat 

2547 1315 Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ea- 


3009 

3007 

3011 

3019 

3021 

5659 

3317 

3029 

3035 

3031 

30/1 

3015 

11/1 

3327 

5049 


20 05 
9 45 


20 45 
16 00 
22 00 

17 35 
6-10 

17 15 

18 20 
21-00 

22-05 


9-55 

15-25 

15 25 

22-25 


Sealdah 


Time On 


830 

8-05 

13-15 

19-00 


Dep—Mon 6 Thurs 
Arr—Thura 6 Mon 

Doan Expraas via Grand 

Chord 

Udeyan Abha Tootan Ex- 
via Man Line 


Delhi Express via Mam Line 
Lucknow Express 
MIthlla Express 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expreaa 
Black Diamond Expreaa 
Coalfield Expreaa 
Aaanaol Express 
Oanapur Express 

Jamalpur Tri-wkly Express 
Dap~Tues Thurs & Sat 
Arr—Mon Thurs S Sat 
Sentiniketan Express 

Shipra (Indore) Express 
Dep—Tues & Wed 
Arr—Sat 4 Sun 
ShaktlpunJ (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep & Arr—Mon & Fn 
Qoraldipur Express 
Dap & Arr—Sunday 


2312 

3006 

3004 

2382 


18-00 2304 


11-30 2302 


11-10 2374 


4-15 2548 


7- 20 
18-15 

6-10 

11-55 

5- 00 

630 

21-25 

10-30 

8- 45 

6- 35 


3010 

3008 

3012 

3020 

3022 

5660 

3318 

3030 

3036 

3032 


600 3072 


15-40 

7-30 

7-30 

10 40 


3016 

1172 

3328 

SOSO 


3143 

19-00 

Derleellng Mall 

8-46 - 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Expreaa 

16-30 

3152 

3103 

16-20 

Bheglrathl (Lelo^a) Expieae 

10^5 

3104 

S18S 

12-40 

Chhim Expraas TrI-weakly 
Dep i Arrowed Fn & Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN 
RAILWAY 

Up Time Howivh 

6003 20-40 Madras Mall 

8002 19-20 Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

2660 12-35 Qltanlall (Bombay) Express 

8034 20-20 AhmadslMd Express 

8030 11-30 Bombay Express via Nagpur 

2841 14-30 Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 

press 

2611 22-35 Bangalore Express 

Dep - Tues 
An—Sur 

8013 17 30 Tata Steal Exfuesa 

8011 6-10 lapat Express 

8005 21-00 Sambalpur Express 

8015 21-40 Ranchi Hatia Expraas 

8007 22-00 Purl Express Via Cuttack 

8409 18-35 Jagannath (^ri) Express Via 

Narai 

2821 5-55 Dhaull (Bhubanestrar) Ex¬ 

press 

8045 11 10 East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 

press 

8017 16-45 Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 

2602 22 35 Quwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 

drum Central Express 

Monday only 

— 14 10 Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

• Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

— 1410 Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 

Quwohatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 
Thursday only 

2650 22 35 Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

Terminus Weekly Express 
(Via Howrah & Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

2652 22 35 Cochin Harbour Terminus 

Superfast Expraas (via 
Visakhapatnam & Madras) 
Dep—Fn & Sun 
Arr—Tues & Fn 

2674 22-35 GuwahatFBangalore Clhr 

Weekly Express (via Howran 
& Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

— 14-10 Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 

WeAly ExprOM (via Howrah 
& Cultack) 

Monday only 

2610 22-35 PetiM-Coehln Harbour Ter- 

mlnua Waekiy Expreaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

— 14-10 Cochin Harbour Termituie- 

Patna Weakly Expreaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


Arrival 


Time 

Dn 

7-00 

6004 

8-00 

8001 

15-05 

2869 

5-05 

8033 

16-50 

8029 

11-50 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

7-30 

8006 

6-05 

8016 

5-30 

8008 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

14-55 

8048 

11 20 

8016 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13 45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 


22 IS — 


13^ 2673 


22-15 — 


13-45 2609 


ENQUIRIES. For round the clock Information of Eaelam Rellwey 
treina, pieaae dial 203949-S4 tor in-comlng tralne; 20 39 3B«44 fell 
elf other bitormetlon For bitormatlon Aoiit reeerva M on s on 
Eaelm end South Eeetam RaHweye tralne, dial 203500 (ItM 0 
am to 0 pm nn weekdeye end 0 am to 2 pm on Bundoye ond 
goaoilod holidays). 
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NAT STUFF! W i n tMtii saraons waa rin g many dHlatant hata i 
alwam m Ma drawMig. Hoar many erf ttwm can yau SndT 


a PAHTY UNESIH the anawer is Santa 8-1000, what is 
the question? How many oookiaa did Santa eat’ What 
can be put on a one-doHar bill to make it equal a ten?' 
Nine ones will do it 



TEAM PLAVER7—LET'S SEE 

To solve this poser, reanange let 
ters in each groupinig below lo form 
the name ol a mem'ber o! Santa's 
reindeer learn, plus that ol a 


tamous "extra' 

1 RED CAN- . 

2. HER SAD-. 

3, ME COT-. 


6. RED NOD-. 

7. DIP CU-. 

8. IN VEX—. 


4. PECAN RR- 9 LORD HUP—. 

5. LENT BI2- 

See It you can name all nine in 
loss ttian two minutes Then let 
someone else try 

Vdiopnu 

6 tiiixiA U i JBpuuQ 9 


a SIDE SHOW. ChaHensa. 
See how quickly you can 
arrenge digits 1*8 around 
this triangle, below, In 
such a way that the sum of 
the numbers on each sida 
is 20. 

Each digit is to appear 
just once. Three digits—2, 
3 and 8—are in place. 

There are to be four 
digits on each side, one of 
them at each point. 

V «P 

/ (' i •) 9 t ? 6 fk3i UKUf MmHOQO 



HOCUSFOCUS 


FUNSPOT 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUr EVES? There are at least to dMar- 
•HOM in ^MMlna dnlnlln hniHMon mgid fannain DMMlft Hmv 

wa e^mepsw as^p opwe aiwea^asrv a 

quieWy can you tied lham? Chack anawars wMh thoaa balow 

^OHMiniiaa m jnki 'maaauAtt wms sunn « 'jmijqiir m AAMie 
llllflipytftl'dUIVnt lM|M0Ufl9MO^Q Wt 



ICE ’N EA8VL Whal’a lha hardaai part about laaming to akata? Tha 
lea, of couraa. Coda; 1 Ra d . 3—Lt Mua. 3—Yallow. 4—U brown. 
5—Flaah toewa. 8—LI. graen. 7—Ok. brown. 8—U. puipla. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 paints tar using all tha 
lattars in tha word balow to form 
two complota words: 

MAGNETIC 


TNEN scara 7 poinN aach all 
wards al (aw lattars or more 
found among tha tettors. 

Try la toora at laast se paints. 

saw luw '.suienwi twnmu 































Two quiz reports from OriS' 
J sa. The first from N.K. 
Ro^ Deogarh: 

“The silver jubilee of the 
Raja Vasudev Quiz Contest 
which is the oiclest surviving 
quiz c ompetition in the state 
ended at Deogath (Orissa) 
with a narrow win for the 
Leopards over Cheetahs. 
Masterminded by quizmas¬ 
ter Bimalendu Pradhan, the 
minus marking quiz contest 
was a unique competition in 
all respects. 

“While asking the ques¬ 
tions. the 'dance style' of the 
quizrnaster was entertain¬ 
ment for the large crowd of 
2,000. From next year on¬ 
wards the prize money will 
be doubled. Plans are afoot 
for an an-lndia veterans quiz 
contest to be held here.” 

A report on Ouestival-91 
from Arrustup Nayak, Bhu¬ 
baneswar: 

“Saturday afternoon came 
alive with quiz fever in Bhu¬ 
baneswar. A group of four 
young enthusiasts; Ravi 
Kamw, Girija, Kaushik and 
Supratim, caHing themselves 
^ Qwizards with the help of 
sponsors HMT Watches, 
organised one of the largest 
quizzing events in Bfiu- 
baneswar. A record 96 
teams battled it out for the 12 
berths in the semi-fineds. 
There were quite a few up¬ 
sets when many top teams 
failed to make it and after 
barely qualifying, Satyabrata 
Rath arid Chickoo Chawda 
from Cuttack became cham¬ 
pions in a hard-fought final. 
The quiz also saw QM Sri- 
mant Mohanty again at his 
best. The lar^ audience in a 
hilafious mood vrere treated 
to a bonanza of prizes and 
the winners took home a 
HMT quartz each.’’ 

A “Who am I?" from'Vikas 
Singh, Rourkela: 

I was bom of theatrical pa¬ 
rents at Eestlane, Walworth, 
Londonon April 16,1889. 
During my childhood. I and 
my eider half-brother used to 
go every day to a chun^ on 
Waterloo Road tor free soup 
which was often all that we 
had to eat When my father 
(fed, and my mother was 


pne f ffh Ouesffon: How does legend 

account for the robin's red breast? 
(Sheikh AbdurRab,S/o Late Sheikh 
Khoda News], Rasulpur B.M. High 
School, P.O. Rasulpur, Burdwan 713151) 

4ns; It tried to help the crucified Christ by pulling a 
thorn from his crown of thorns and was prickM. The 
blood spilled on his breast making It red. 


taken to a mental hospital 
after some time, I was sent 
to an orphanage. I emerged 
from the orphanage in Kforch 
1896 to become a waif of toe 
Lontton slums. I played Billy, 
the office boy, in Smrtock 


tMmes and acted as one of 
the elves in the first produc¬ 
tion of Peter Pan. 

In one of my early filrrts in 
London, Lady Astor, Q.B. 
Shaw, Somerset Maugham 
and Winston Churchill all 



turned up. While in London, I 
used to like going into pubs 

E tending toat I was a fore- 
sr who didn't understand 
ish money. Chou-enLte 
■was one of rny fans and once 


f n iT* rT*iL*ri T*. ft j 


viewing of some of my films. 
On another occasion he 
ifledme41 lbs of special 


I sY-TiI* liKl W-1 


When I was in Fred Kar- 
no's comjsany, a gypsy had 
predictec] that I would be 
married unhappily three 
times,before I would find the 
right wtfe who would bring 
me real happiness and that 
remarkable prophecy caim 
true. After World War 11,1 
lived in the millionaire’s para¬ 
dise of Bel Air, Hollywood, 
vdiere I gained a reputation 
as one of the most unpopular 
men in toe US. Columnist 
W.R. WHkerson wrote about 
me: “He wiH talk himself into 
trouble and bring annoyance 
to the very people who are 
IHtirig him to the skies with 
their praise and sympathy. ” 
American Defense Secret¬ 
ary Charles Wilson once 
branded me as just one of 
those kennel (togs that howls 
for peace. My last fHm, in 
which I made only a token 
appearance, was a total dis¬ 
aster at the box office. In 
197S, I had knighthood bes¬ 
towed on me. I died on 
Christmas Day. 1977. 
Perhaps the finest tribute to 
me torn was paid by a writer 
atoo.echoing the shock of my 
passing to a world made 
sadder^ it, said: “He 
■ achievecf grMter wide- 
^ead fame in his own life¬ 
time than perhaps anyone 
else in the history of man¬ 
kind. For a slum-bom who 
once laid down his head on a 
bare mattress on an attic 
floor with only a bowl of soup 
to keep him alive, it had cer¬ 
tainly been an aniazing life¬ 
time of 88 years. Who am I? 

Ans: Charles Spencer 
Chaplin. 

/ 

Poelscr^: Watdi out tor 
details of the Spofuiwortd 
Round Table 38 Quiz tor the 






on April 18.1Band20atlhe 
Otohousietnalitute.. 
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CURRY CURRY CURRY o R<»^ Roi 


Kidney Tomato Curry 


K idneys need very careful preparation 
or else they tend to become diy This 
dish can be made with any kidney -of calf, 
veal, lamb, goitf or pork 
Serves 4-6 

Preparation Time 25-30 minutes 
CtMiking Time 45 minutes 


Method 


First prepare the kidneys for cooking 
Wash and blot with kitchen paper Take a 
sharp knife and cut off the outer thm mem¬ 
brane 'fhen slice the kidneys horizontally 


British 

Metric 

Ingredients 

American 

1 lb 6 02 

6(X)g 

kidneys, about 10 of 
lamb, 5 of calf or 
veal & 6 of pig 

1 lb 6 02 

9floz(l| cups) 2S0m 

cooking oil, preferably 
peanut 

cups 

1 tbsp 

14g 

soda-bicarb 

1 tbsp 

1 tbsp 

15 ml 

vinegar 

1 tbsp 

i-tbsp 

75g 

salt (1), to taste 

ytbsp 


tor tomato curry sauea j 

singo'fry masala 

1 tsp 

3g 

cumin seed, whole 

1 tsp 

1. 02 ^ cup) 

lOg 

curry leaves, green 

i cup 

follow-up masala 1 

2 

2 

onions, large, finely sliced 

2 

1 tsp 

5g 

ginger paste 

1 tsp 

1 tbsp 

15 g 

garlic paste 

1 tbsp 

1 tsp 

2g 

chilli powder 

1 tsp 


cumin powder 


2 tsps 


1 tsp 

5g 

salt (II), to taste 

1 tsp 

follow-up masala 2 

3 lb 6 02 

likg 

tomatoes, large, red 
skinned & strained 

3 lb 6 02 

follow-up masala 3 

i. 02 ^ cup) 

10g 

green coriander, leaves only 

icup 

2 

2 

green chillies, sliced 

2 

garnleh maeeia 

102 

lOg 

green coriander, 
scissor-cut, leaves only 

1 cup 


in half. You will notice streaks of fat— tnm 
them away keeping the kidneys flat on a 
cutting bo^d and score the surface, both 
lengthwise and breadthwise. Keep the 
squares king or small according to the size 
of the kidney For lamb kidney a small plus 
(+) score IS enough. Never cut too deep 
or else they will spht open during codong. 

Toss the kidney m the soda-bicarb and 
let them sit for 15-20 minutes. (In the 
meantime prepare the tomato curry sauce 
as m the recipe that follows) Mter the 
kidneys are soaked wash them well m cold 
running water Now toss the kidneys in 
salt and vuiegar m a bowl for 10 minutes. 

To prepare tomato curry sauce, heat oil 
to near smoking and add the smge-6y 
masala Cook for about 2 minutes tdl 
brown Add the follow-up masala 1. first 
brown the onions and follow immediately 
with the rest Stir fry lor about 3 minutes, 
then add the follow-up masala 2 and cook 
on moderate heat for 15-20 minutes till oil 
IS released Now add the foOow-up masala 
3. By now the consistency wiU be like 
thick tomato soup. Transfer to a large 
baking dish and keep aside 

Take a large saucepan, fflled with water 
and bring to bod After blotting the kidneys 



dry with a kitchen towel, put them m the 
tx^g water Turn off the heat and blanch 
for 3-4 minutes Put them back m the 
colander and let them dry out. 

When dramed put the kidneys in the 
tomato curry sauce m the baking dish and 
spoon the sauce over the kidneys. Bake m 
an oven on moderate heat far 10 mmutes. 
Sprinkle the garnish masala and serve. 

This curry goes well with ncc or with 
normal white bread. It may also be eaten 
by itself 

NOTE This tomato curry sauce is very 
versatile and it can be us^ for practically 
eggs or any meat 

Finely chqiped spring onions about 2 
tbsp (15 g) may also be included m the 
garnishing of this curry 


From Cuny Curry Ciirry by Ranjit 
Rai; published by Penguin India 


















Fhe Premier Pliil<>s<>|>hy: 

C Boutin nous refinement. C onstiint eommitmcnf 











INTRODUCING CASTROL GTX2 

fn these times, when every drop of 
petrol is precious, we would like to 
introduce you to the new generation engine 
oil. 

CastfOl G T X 2. It saves you 
enough fuel in a year to give you free petrol 
for a week. 

This fuel conservation is made 
possible by CaStfOl G T X 2's selective 
Friction Modifier, which dramatically 
reduces friction; conserving energy and 
fuel. 

Only CastfOl G T X 2 is certified as 
energy conserving by the 
American Petroleum 
Institute. It conforms to 
the highest gasoline 
engine performance 
specification in the world - API SG. 




Your engine needs CastfOl GTX 2. 

If not for its ability to conserve fuel, 
then surely for its ability to increase your 
engine's working life. Protecting it better 
over vast temperature ranges; smooth 
running at scorching temperatures and 
quick cold starts. 

And if even this is not reason 
enough, you may still wish to buy it. 
Because it comes to you from Castrol. 


Availoble at leading outo accessory shops In case of difficulty 
contact Delhi R.Koul 318038,Bomboy; Chatteriee 492370? 
Calcutta A.Bonneriee 201906 Madros'Venkatacholam 513844. 











imrmmm 


KIc.uanoc and 
I'ak'nt 

Your tribute to Nutan 
(Mfirch 3) was appealing. 
But at the same time why 
did you not publish a single 
line or photograph of Greta 
Garbo who died last year? 

Garbo was the greatest 
beauty that Hollywood 
ever produced. Those who 
have not seen her films will 
never know the magic ot 
her presence on the 


perfection in histrionics 
was her characteristic. 
Manohar Mandal, 
Nabadwip (W.B.) 

■ You paid a tribute to 
Nutan in an excellent man¬ 
ner. n\e picture, though 
black and white, was stnk- 
ing and showed her face at 
its emotive best. The cap¬ 
tion, 0 jaanewale, ho sake 
to taut ke anna, caught the 
mood of the picture and 
moment perfectly. 

Partho Pratim Poddar, 
Coex'h Behar 



Nutan: A Bandini no more... 


.screen. 

Debashis Sen, 

Calcutta 

■ Nutans death has left a 
vacuum in the world of Hin¬ 
di cinema. The elegant ac¬ 
tress leaves behind many a 
milestone in the field of 
acting. She will always be 
remembered as an actress 
who brought to the screen 
an aristocratic, disting¬ 
uished presence and a skil- 
fujiinteliigent interpretation 
of characters. 

Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

■ The untimely death of 
Nutan has caused an irre¬ 
parable loss to the Indian 
film industry. She had such 
a lovely personality and 


P'rsi'S \iij^ ( 

We were very pleased to 
note through your article, 
‘Echoes from the Past’ 
(February 17). that IN- 
TACH has taken the re¬ 
sponsibility of restoring 
Bhuli Bhatiyari Ka Mahal in 
Delhi. It is certainly a brave 
move in a positive direc¬ 
tion. 

We never miss any 
opportunity to flaunt our 
heritage, but at the same 
time we show no respect 
for tlie thousands of monu¬ 
ments, large and small, 
spread aU over the country, 
>^ich still stand as mute 
testimony to the creative 


genius of our forefathers 

'Ifie Arclidoolf)giial Sur¬ 
vey o' India, which was set 
up by Lord Curzon in I91JJ, 
looks after ancient monu¬ 
ments, but it is also neces¬ 
sary that voluntary iKidies 
ot non-govenimental orga 
nisations and education- 
sisth come forward in 
shouldenng this resixinsi 
bility. It i.s essential that 
the common man is also 
made .aware ot our price¬ 
less heritage. 

The government is not 
solely responsible for this 
monumental disgrace. All 
Indians are collectively re¬ 
sponsible as trustees of our 
national heritage. One 
wonders how many of us 
are aware of the Article cn 
shrined in the Indian Con¬ 
stitution which says that it 
sliall be the duty of every 
citizen of India to value amd 
preseive our composite 
culture. 

Wasif Mirza, 

President, Oudli Royal 
Family Association, Cal¬ 
cutta 

Ki'-’iio! t‘ S( ■iv..',s 

I am a fan of Kishore 
Kumar. I have noticed that 
in your recent issues you 
have carried some transla¬ 
tions of the songs of Mohd. 
Rafi, Hemant Kumar, Sahir 
Ludhianvi and so on accom- 
panied by beautiful 
sketches. 

Why haven’t you taken 
up the songs of Kishore 
Kumar? I am sure there 
are many others like me 
who are waiting eagerly for 
that. 

Ajitesh De Sarkar, 

Howrah 

Supt rl) 

Lolk’ciK)!) 

I don’t understand why 
you do not publish Candid 
Camera regularly. You 
have given us a superb col¬ 
lection so far. A recent one 
of Khushwant Sin^ gave 
us a rare glimpse into his 
personality. 

Md. Nazmul Hoda, 

Calcutta 




■ rhe BJr has lorccd 
Ayodhya hack to ccntrcst.age 
on l.'ic eve ol elections. A look 
at the myth, the history and 
the politics of 
Kamjanmabhiimi. 
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■ Oni Pun, who 

e s the pivotal role in Roland 
I's film, City oljoy, is 
arguably the finest actor in thi- 
iustory of Indian cinema. An 
interview with the man who 
plays Hasari Pal, a rickshaw 
puller, in thejoffe film. 
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CXJVER STORY 



C rurial to the controversy over k:in) 
janmiibhumi are diffennK notions of 
myth and history and tfieir relation 
to social practices. Historians have sliown 
that the claim ol the Vishwa Hindu 
1‘arishad (VHl') are l)as<-d on questionable 
historical evidence. Tht' historu ilV of pre 
sentday Ayodhya is debatable, no historic¬ 
al record notes the exact sjaif ot Kama’s 
birth, noi is there any evidenie that the 


Uahri Masjid was built on the ruins of a 
Kama temple. 

Yet this critique of the VHl’ ilaims may 
not convmce many. And the sceptics are 
not all Hindu zealots, ardent supporters ol 
the VHl’. I’opular conceptions of the- past 
are often informed and structured by 
myths. In these conceptions, mytlis are 
true histories: desacralised, demythicist'd 
histones based on historical records are 


false. 

We cannot dismiss such myths. We can 
not counterpoise history to myth as truth 
to falsehood. These are different modes ol 
knowledKe, varying ways of understanding 
the world, ordering one’s life and defining 
one’s actions. If myths convince people, 
we must understand why they do so. If 
fabulous stories circulate and light up the 
popular imagination, we cannot merely de 






moMtnte the Mwloui diaracter oi such 
•to^ we muit know why ttey circulate, 
wiv thiw iitay on the popi^ inugination. 

The mdu, the eventa, and the social 
actors lefnred to in myths often have no 
‘real’ UsUnkal evidence. Yet myths do 
reler to realty. They taOc about the world 
ayndMficalfy, metaphorically. The eSort to 
rw traditx^ mytln to discover the his> 
tcxidty of eventa may not be too meanhig- 
fld. But diey reveal a lot about the mind of 
those w)k> produced those myths, the 
vahies d the society which believed in the 
myths. Since myths are constituted and 
teconstituted within society Uirot^ social 
DTOcesses, different versions of the same | 

S I exist The meai^ of each version is i 
rent the symbolic representations of | 
good ^ evil {filler, the same characters 
endiody different qualhieB. By comparing 
the dirorent versums, by analysing the 
slterations and reinterpretations within 
thm we can understand the societies 
wfaid sustained those versions, and the 
function that a myth tirfayed in a particular 
Bode^. 

Rdntenireta'tiona are often contesta¬ 
tions. Wma a tradhional aodety, which is 
ordered throuih myths, aodal reordering 
occurs throup a (piestioning of the domi- 
oantmytiis. Existing myths are not always 
dismissed—their mtemal structure is 
±anged. The dfiferent layers of meaning 
h each allow a range of possible 

r priations. Old myths are sedunmited 
new meaningB, counter-myths are. 
iroduoed, andtheneirarclwof^luesre- 
le^ in the myths are altered. AH tfaie 
occurs witiun the structure of mythk dis-^ 
murae, not outside it Remtetpretaticms. 
m not always recognised as sudi. Myths 
mid coimter-myths can reach out only' 
irijen tiiey slmre with the audience a re- 
oertdlre a what is funiliar. Structured 
i HtMn tke ardietypal mythical narratives 
ind hidden behind humliar stories and 
tiiaracters, kmovationa have a surrepti- 
iooa existence. Throu^ this &anliansa- 
in the mytUcal narrative wins the confi- 
lence of tte audfamce and weaves in new 
itories kito tiie text Once the audience 
dftOMhw with Bome ot tite storiet, they 
ice ptttuaded by the narrBtive;^ all the 
itpnes K^ear pbuaible, believable. A 
fa tma transformed tiirouA the in- 
nduciion of new ideas, new values, new 
ifoiies; it no kmger eimresaes and recon- 
inns to values of the people, it modifies 
him. 

The process of mytfaification has to be 
stontood. We need to study the relatkm 
MWeta to production d the modem 
rnltod myto and the socU and polhical 
Kictiees wkhfo udtoi this toes place— 
vl^ ill turn to nvto seek to sanction. 
)itoix»itotlqg to eonatihtted charac- 
« of niyto to to qitotoi to effort to 

Ktonttomaa'atottf totfndtoigkig • 


and we can cdntest the sanction which 
politics seeks from than. 

The VHP (tons about the Ramtotos- 
thro, however, are not sustained bv refer¬ 
ence to myths and beliefs alone. uitegnM 
to toir wm^ argument is the rtietaric of 
tot(»ry. Myto and stories about the Jan- 
maaton are persistently presented as 
‘hiirtory’ whose fects could be estabUshed 
throum fautoiicai records and evidence. 

fe to debate over the issue, conviction 
in (aatory and the sanctity of historical 


evidence has been n 
by to I^P and the' 


' emphasised 


and popular histories', there is s recurrent 
reference to ‘tiue history’ and ‘mitiientic 
account’. Htotory is called upon as a wfr- 
nesa to to events recounted "Mm$ $tk- 
sd to'*, is a i^irase often used. “History 
speidcs", we are told, in support of to 
account produced by the VHP; as if we 
need to Isten to tm vcnoe cd history to 
know to truth. 

These accounts sromingiy conform to 
the practice d histiaians; toy <iuote his- 
tork» records. Here to procedure of 
qifetion is comddered more important than 
the luitoe of records cited: when neces¬ 
sary records are imagined mto exhitroce. 


■ W SilTliS^SlI. 


the eve of elections. 
the BJP is once again 
trying to whip up 
communal passions over 
the Ayo ^ya issue. ~ 
NeekadriBhattacharya^ 


ijanmabhumi 


any unpalatable (act whether it la for or 

of history cannot be wished away; 
they muat ba realised and Imbibed, In* 
atm of (dosing eyas to them. 

Ihe popular accounts about the Jsnmas- 
thro which would appear incredOde to 
most historians, claim to be ‘true lustor- 
ies’. "In this book lustorical facts have 
been presented exactly as they were’’ 
says to prebce to a booklet which re¬ 
counts an imaginary story of Ayodhya 
tlu’ough to vcHce of river Saryu. Other 
accounts ^ Ranf/anmbhami ka Rak- 
taranat Itihas by Rmngopal Pandey and 
Ayo&ya ka Aroftm Jntos by Acharya 
Gtttov Sharma may violate all canons of 
tiie histcxian’s craft, but are stated to be 
authmitative history’. 

Sri Ramajanmabhumi Mukti Yagya 
Samiti has collated ita own version of Iss- 
torical and archaeological evidence, and 
Justice Deold Nrodan has produced an 
influential historical pamphlet for tiiis 
Samiti. The Organiser, which has been 
ruUnrWiMly ratnpaigwing for the ronstniC- 
tioQ of a KTOia ten^ in Ayodhya, has 
pubfitod, on sevetm occasions, what it 
daims to be ’authentic’ totwicai facts tfo* 
out to Ramjanmtoumi and to Btot 

inboth to propagaito parqiMets 


trate that many of the records referred to 
do not exist Yet the fact that citations are 
seen as essential to justil^ claims to truth 
is agnificant. 

These narratives appeal to two dfetinct 
audiences. On the one hand they appeal to 
those who win be persuaded by the validity 
ot mythical truth and wSl allow mytha and 
beliets to be to basia of actkm; on the 
other toy appeal to those «d»o would 
doubtthe basis of myths, seek a different 
form of historical knowledge and argue for 
a different order d democratic practice. 
So these narratives seek the senctkm of 
myths and beliefB on the one hand and 
'mtory' on the other. It is a strategy 
necessary in the modem age when all 
types of minds have to be united. 

What characterises this mode of argu¬ 
ment, tiierefore, is an ambivalent and 
scrotica! attitude towards myths, beliefe 
and history. 'Hw persistent reference to 
‘tto’ history shows a lack of cmyictkm in 
the power of myths ami befiefs in legiti¬ 
mating action, and in their claims to truth. 
But when to authenticity d hlaUsrical 
facts (ited m these texts are criticised, 
then legitimacy for actkm is sought ki 
myto and beifefe. Wtentherewsssprop- 
ow to set up a hiatorians’ comndttM to 
investigate to history of Babri Ma^ to 
help the Court in itsdatiaion, the Orgada- 
er reacted typically, “With to Hindus it is 
a matter of faith tot Bhagwan Rama was 
bom where the Babri Mosque is. No gov¬ 
ernment or court can sit on judgment over 
it" When tite historians of the Jawaharial 
Nehru University produced a critiqiw rf 
the VHP claims, K.R. Malkani. a VHP 
hbtorian, again ^ bade an the same argu¬ 
ment If indeed ‘history’ and myth were nc 
different then why (kto the WP use the 
language of to historiro’s discourse? 

U rnerence to historical documents are 
so knpmtot in the campaign fenr the Ram- 
janmaMnimi theif s debate over the au¬ 
thenticity m the records and the evidoice 
contained within them is essential nds 
has been attempted elseudiere. But we 
also need to go beyond this debate over 
‘MBtctoaT evwenoe to understasnd me 
meanfeg and structure of the myths and 













And finaHy, t have come to know the 
value of my anger ftaelf. 

Patience, tolerance, generosity are first 
daimed as innate qualities of the Hindus— s 

virtues which differentiate them from lMI1 

others. Then the same qualities are tdenti- td r 

fied as signs of weakiiess, the basis of ^ W V 

inertia, apathy and passivity,the cause ufatt 
their present problems. To face contem- 
porary challenges, new values had to be .W^lwIila^llL 
developed. The value of aggression and 
anger had to be realised. ^ u Jimwit 

This framework of discourse idealises ; OQlIf OOQMM 
masculinity—a specific frnm of masculin- itfuito ifartWIM 
ity. Anger and aggression are identified as vf^W UHHlII 
the qualities of manhood, tolerance and MIIW 

patience arc feminine. Manliness symbol- ' _. j _ j 

ises strength and feminity is a sign of prBCuCo 01 hI1 

weakties.s. 1'o overcome their weakness fn infilll 

Hindus liad to give up their feminity and W HlUHl 

assert their masculinity. add tO (fdfV ddd DfOVOKO 

Beyond anger and aggression, is the Aam 

politics of vengeance and retribution. UlBlII : ; 

Other communities, it is argued, have sub- > ■ 

jected the Hindus to innumerable indigni- . .—- '■ 

ties and oppressions in the past. The Hin- * I 

dus have foolishly and .silently tolerated all % 

Mixing myth with politics to whip up communal passions 



this for too long. Now is the time to 
avenge past injustice: “For centuries the 
injustice to the Hindu community by 
Babur’s hordes cannot be allowed to per¬ 
petuate." 

'Fhe struggle for R^anmabhumi is fed 
by this ideotogy of retributioin. The logic is 
simple: if Muslim rulers inflicted their 
t)Tanny on Hindus, all Muslims today have 
to bear the burden of this guilt. It is as if 
the guilt on an individual can be transferred 
to the entire community to which the indi¬ 
vidual belongs, and as if guilt is i»ssed 
down the generations over centuries, if 
Hindu temples have been destroyed in the 
past, mosques will be destroyed today. 

This is demand for a re-enactment of 
medieval politics. Since sacred and tem¬ 
poral authority was closely connected in 
the past, relij^ous institutions were also 
symbols of political power. Conquerors 
often asserted their power by destroying 
sacred places. This medieval logic is at 
work behind the struggle for the Ranyan- 
mabhumi. Mosques, ^e the Babri Maigid, 
are seen as symbols of Hindu subjection; 
and their destruction, a necessary part of 
the liberation movement of the Himhis. 

,; Destruction is not always the inevitable 

t logic of this politics. Institutions and buiid- 
ings can be appropriated without being 
I* destroyed. TTie strateg>' here is to deny 
creativity to the Muslims. Muslims only 
pillage, not create, "Islam only destroyed. 
It never built anything on its own. It cap¬ 
tured temples and palaces and advertis^ 
them as mosques and tombs.” P.N. Oak 
has not tired of arguing that Fatehpur 
Sikri, Buland Darwaza, Taj Mahal were all 
built by R^puts. The claim that tite Babri 
Masjid is a Hindu temple is nothing unique. 

The new Hindu spirit requires its own 
popular inaagery and symbolic representa¬ 
tion. Traditionally, Rama was represented 
as powerful but restrained; he is Maryada 
Purushottam (Supreme Man) but ten¬ 
derhearted. The image of Rama is being 
transformed into that of an aggressive, 
masculine warrior God. Yet, in the present 
cemtext, Rama cannot provide the symbol 
of desired aggressive values. Popular 
communal literature often represents Shi¬ 
va as the personification of the new ideals. 
The imagery of death, destruction and 
fier>' anger, and its association with ^lank- 
ar and Ctmdi, is emphatically expressed 
in the followed passage from a poem which 
attempts to de&e the identity of a Hindu: 

Hindu tan-imn, hindujeevan, rag-rag Hin¬ 
du mera parichay 

Main Shankar ka wah krodhanai, kar sakta 
^gti kshar-kshar 

Main damru ki pralaydhwaru him jismain 
nachta Uueshan saidar 
Raiachandi ki atripta pyas, main durga ka 
immatta has, 

Main yam ki pralayankar pidar, jaite mar- 




T he early 198<>s saw the beginnings of 
a new phase of intensive communal 
mobiiisaticm. The first Hindu Samajotsav 
(Hindu Unity Conference) was held at Shi- 
ffioga in Karnataka in January 1961. ^nce 
then Ae VHP has organised similar Hindu 
Samajotsavs ail over the country. In Octo- 
ter 1981 a Virat Hindu Sammelan was held 
in Delhi; in March 1983 a three-day Vishal 
Hindu Sammelan was organised in Jammu; 
in January 1982 there was a Hindu Jagriti 
Ekta Sammelan in Kanyakumari. Subse¬ 
quent aammelans have been held in Rancfii 
(1987), Tirupati (1988), and Alandi in 
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In the name of Ram, a hlaeprint for confrontation 


of new rituals and practices. In India, 
rituals and practices are usually specific to 
sects and castes. Their collective perform¬ 
ance binds the members of a sect or a 
caste together, and separates different 
sects and castes from each other. To 
transcend these difierences and build a 
larger ‘Hindu’ unity, the VHP and the HJP 
have invented new rituals. These are not 
traditional religious rituals. They are de- 
sacr^sed„in the sense that their ob^tive 
is solely poiiticaL Through thes^ rituals 
the VHP and the RJP se^ tp mobilise the 
people, instfi and aggfbsifive sense of Hbt- 
dutva and generate » commitial consdous- 


Matiarashtra (1987). Processions and 
rath-yattas have been a regular part of tl» 
rituals of communal propaganda: Jana 
Jagarani Abhiyans, Vishal Hinm Aikya Yi^t■ 
ras, Ekatmata Yatras, Rama Ratha Yatras. 
New bonds of unity are being cemented 
through earth (consecrated bricks), water' 
(Ganga-jal), fire (torchlights), blood and 
ashes of the dead. 

These rituals ctf communal mobilisarion 
are rfruals of confrontation. Mobilisations 
are essentiaUy against other communities. 
The crude demonstration erf ‘Hairfu’ pov^r 
through the practice of these rfruals is 
meant to intin^te others, and to iMfy and 
provote thetR. These Jah!# haen 




































































































invariably accompanied by violent rioting, 
bloodshed and death. Hie experience and 
memories of such hostilities have 
deepened the divide between Hindus and 
Muslims and created in turn a hirther con¬ 
text for confrontations. 

‘Other’ faiths do not provide the only 
targets of political aggression. 'Hie new 
face of Hindu communaJism is characte¬ 
rised by its violent opposition to secular¬ 
ists—to all those who are opposed to the 
politics of religious intolerance. Such an 
opposition has always been a part of com¬ 
munal politics, but now it is one of its 



deSnii^ features. The communal ar^- 
ment is simple: experiments in modernity 
have failed; rationalism and secularism 
have led to a civilisational crisis in India; 
assertye Hindutva alone can provide the 
possibility of the nation’s survival. Secular¬ 
ism, we are told, 'is draining away the 
nation’s “elan vital” of Hindu spirit’. Secu- 
larfats are identified as ‘Hindu baiters’, 
traitors, Muslim communalists. They are 
'trojan horses’ who 'weaken Hindu 
strength from within’. These 'traitors’ 
have to be auacked to defend the li^u 
natioa 

. The politics of Ratnlanmabhumi is thttt 
part of a wider communal pofitics wti^ 



seeks to forge a combative unity amongst 
Hindus. It seeks to reconstitute Hindi 
identity as an aggressive, masculine identi¬ 
ty, It speaks the language of vengeance 
and retributive justice. 

This effort at a redefinition of a Hindu 
identity leads to a series of conflicting 
arguments. The discourse of communal- 
ism criticises other religions for being 
monolithic, but aspires to build a mono¬ 
lithic unity. It glorifies diversity within 
Hinduism as a mark of its superiority over 
Semitic religions, but seeks to repress this 
diversity. It identifies aggressiveness as 
an evil intrinsic to other religions, but 
attempts to instil die same quality in all 
Hindus. It talks of patience and tolerance 
as innate virtues of Hindus, yet sees these 
traits as the basis of Hindu weakness. It 
condemns other religions for their politics 
of religious repression and temple destruc¬ 
tion, but orf^nises itself around the same 
politics. 

M yth, history and the politics of Ram- 
ianmabhumi inter-relate in complex 
ways. Specific appropriations of myths and 
history give meaning to present communal 
politics, govern the nature of social action; 
the specific form of politics in turn is ar¬ 
ticulated in myths and history, it defines 
the way myths and histories are con- 
structei 

'There are many versions of the history 
of Ranyanmabhumi whidi are being popu¬ 
larly drculated. Their detafis differ in im¬ 
portant ways, but in broad outline they are 
similar. The story inevitably begins in the 
Treta Yuga when Rama was said to be. 
bom in Ayodhya. Here he speht his ec¬ 
hoed and part of his ii^., Altor Rama 


moved his capital to fkketa, Ayo^ya went 
into decline. Despite the desolation of the 
city, Ramjanmabhuini survived. But it sur¬ 
vived in anonymity: its location was loat. 
Vikramaditya miraculousiy rediscovered 
Ayodhya and built a temple at the Janmas- 
than. After Vikramaditya, Ayodhya again 
w'ent into decline but tiie temple and the 
place at the Janmasthan survived. When 
Babur came to India he pillaged and laun¬ 
dered like all Muslims. He destroyed the 
temple at the Janmasthan and built a mas- 
jid. Subsequently Hindus made repeated 
efforts to recover control over the Janmas¬ 
than. But the Janmasthan could not be 
liberated even after British rule. In 1949 a 
Rama Muiti was miraculously discovered 
in the masjid; Rama, it was said, had him¬ 
self appeared to remind the Hindus of the 
sacred history of the place and their duty 
to liberate it. 

The story thus revolves around several 
myths: the myth of ancient Ayodhya, the 
myths of its loss and rediscovery, the 
myth of the destruction of the temple and 
the construction of the mosque, the myth 
of the popular movement for the recovery 
of the Janmasthan, the myth of the miracu¬ 
lous appearance of Rama’s idol. The pofi- 
tics of Ramjanmabhumi flows from this 
mythic history. 

Mythic narratives provide the structure 
within which these popular histories are 
framed. Within mj^hs personages appear 
as archetypes as villains or heroes. The 
struggle between heroes and villains rep¬ 
resent the deeper conflict between the 
forces of truth and falsehood, justice and 
iiyustice, dharma and adharma. order and 
disorder, creativity and destructiveness, 
good and evil. The struggle between gods 
and demons, between devas and asuras, 
express the conflict between these oppos¬ 
ing principles. 

The popular communal histories are 
cast within this frame. But in the progfa 
the mythic structure is filled with a 
munat meaning. Muslim rulers are trans¬ 
formed into archetypal villains and Hindus 
who fought the Muslim rulers or suffered 
under their rule become the heroes. Mus¬ 
lim rulers are shown as representing the 
forces of evil; tyranny, injustice, oppres¬ 
sion, destruction, repression, disorder. 
By opposing these forces, Hindus foui^t 
for the principle of order, justice, and 
dharma. The struggle around Ranyan- 
mabhumi is depicted as a long struggle 
between these forces. 

Once historical personages are trans¬ 
formed into personifications of archetypal 
models, all sorts of aets are attributed to 
them. Events and actions described in the 
narrative may not have ever actually 
occurred. They are ’invented’ to bufid up 
Oie picture of the archetypal viliiw or 
hero. Hie popular commun^ histories of 
Ayodhya prodiKe long lists of misdeeds of 





.y;i 


all Mu&hm rulers to denionstrate how 
truel and oppreasive they were Havniji 
painted this pictuie, readers are per¬ 
suaded to believe that such rulers were 
capable of all heinous ciimes, like the des 
truction of the Ranqannubhuini temple by 
Babur and the subsequent ruthless repres 
sion of the Hindus who struggled to liber 
ate the fanmabhumi These stories fwve 
no support in any historical evideme Yet 
they appear behevable to those who are 
persuaded by the archetypes those who 
accept the representation of Muslims as 
villains and Hindus as heroes 

The demonology of Musluii rulers m 
the popular communal histones of Randan- 
mabhumi goes along with a particular com¬ 
munal representation of the past Considei 
the set of articles on temple destruction 
published in the Organ/ser Here the story 
of the deslrutium ol the Kamjanmabhumi 
temple dissolves into a more general 
narrativt of temple destruction by Muslim 
rulers, and the mythic story of the decbne 
of Indu from the age of civilisation to the 
age of bai bansni F ai h of these articles on 
Afferent provinces of India is framed with¬ 
in a similar nanative structuie They aU 
begin with the pre Muslim penod It was 
an age when India was studded with tem¬ 
ples U was a time of growth and develop 
men* j time of piogiess of high levels of 
cultural and intellectual achievements 
I hen caint the Muslmis Death destruc 
tion and decline followed It was now a 
time of uivasions cruelty fori ibile conver 
jions lehgioos repression, cultural dism 
legiatum and cionomu collapse Des 
trui tion of tempit s epitomised this general 
phenomenon of deiimt Regenetation 
could only 1 h through a retuin to the 
origins a rci every of the oi ignial glory In 
a wav the obsessive concern with the 
place of Kama s birth levtals this vision of 
a return to the Yuga of Kama fiom whuh 
Indu had apparently descended to bai 
bansm 

T he popu'ir coniinunal histones of 
Ayodhya persistently play on the 
theme that Ayodhya and the Janmasthan 
are profoundly sacied to the Hindus and 
that their sanctity has been defiled by 
Muslims 

One of these histones 4yod/uv«j;i Aa 
Pnnhm Ititu*- is presented as the \\odh\d 
Giude It tells the readei about the sacied 
history as well as the sacred geography of 
the place Ayodhya, we are told existed 
befoie the profane wotid came into being 
To create the cosmos, Manu needed a 
ptece to work He brought Ayodhya from 
heaven and placed it on earth After i real 
mg the wotid from his base m Ayodhya 
Manu gave Ayodhya away to Ikshvaku 
Ayodhya denves its sanctity from bemg 
present at the sacred time of creation, 
from being the centre from which the cos- 
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mns was created 

To further emphasise its sacred iharac 
ter, several other mythic marks of sacred- 
ness are attnbuted to Ayodhya Ayodhya 
we are informed, was more sacred than all 
the othei sacred places in Indu Dus is 
expressed bv symbolicallv associating 
different sacred centres with different 
parts of the divme figure of Vishnu Ujjain 
was the feet of Vishnu Dwaiaka was the 
navel, Handwar was the heart Mathura 
was the neck Kashi •was the nose 
Ayodhva was the head Ayodhya is the 
souri e of ongin of all the worlds Hiahma 
lok Iiidtalok \ishnulok (>olok It was the 
oiigmal natuie ftom which the human 
woild was created After enunieiating 
these myths of A\odhya s ancient origin 
the Ayod/iva (>wde pincceds to substanti 
ate the mvths through histone al evidence 

In a world that believes m myths the 
sanctity of a place is often attested by its 
assiK uUon with the miraculous that which 
does not occurs within the sphere of pio 
fiine experience The sacied as it weie, 
teveals itself through the extraoidinary 
the mysterious the miraculous This hnk 
yvith the muaiulous is established in the 
myths of the loss and the rediscorery of 
Ayodhva After the IretaYuga Ayodhya 
was lost V ikramadilya set out to i edisi o\ 
er it One day a tired Vikiainaditya was 
sitting on the banks of a river He saw a 
dark man taking a bath When the man 
le emerged from the nvei he was no lon¬ 
ger dark Vikianuditya asked the person 
who he was and how he was muaculously 
transformed The man said that he was 
tirtJijrjj Piayag When he could no longer 
bear the burden of other people s sms he 
came fot a bath in the Saryu which flowed 
next to the sacred city of Ayodhya The 
myth again attempts to leaffirm the sancti 
ty of Ayodhya baryu was purer than 
Ifrayag Piayag who had the jXiwer to 
cleanspthe sm of humanity, came to punfy 
lumself III the water of Saryu And Saryu 
oenved its punty ftom its association with 
Ayodhya 


Ihe miraculous reappears m the second 
myth about the discoveiv of Ayodhya 
Prayag tells Vikramaditya to allow a cow 
and a calf to roam When the calf reached 
Ayodhya, milk would secrete from its 
udder Vikramaditya follows Prayag’s m- 
stnctions and thus lediscovers the exact 
location of ancient Ayodhya Location of a 
sacred place, evocation of its sacred signs, 
through the help of an animal is common in 
the wor'd of myths The secretion of milk 
IS a leference to unilateral creation, to 
androgynous birth agam common m the 
sacred myths of India but not in ev erydav 
life The above myth re emphasises the 
divine character ot the place wheie the 
unilateral cteation occurred 
The miraculous surfaces yet again m 
other mvths Sn Rdmmdnnubhunu kd Rak- 
tanuijit Itihas tells us that Babur ton- 
fronted an extraordmary pioblem when he 
destroyed the Kamjanmabhumi temple and 



The scene of crime, according to the I 

pioceeded to build the Babn Masjid He 
found It impossible to lontiutt the Masjid 
Ihe waUs which weic built in the day 
ineviubly collapsed at night Babur was 
told by Hmdu mahatmas that Ilanunian 
would never allow 1 masjid to be built in 
Kamjanmabhumi unless the structure of 
the masjid was changed Hmdu featuics 
mt orporated the plai e wa» called Sitapak, 
and Hindus weie allowea to wuislup ui il 
Babur had to listen to the aduce of the 
mahatmas Ihf myth asserts the sanctity 
of the Hmdu chun over Babii Masjid and 
* the sacted power of the Rama tempte The 
Avme could nut be easily desti oyed It had 
the power to lesist human and natural 
forces of destruction Even eai her, we are 
told, the Ranyanmabhunu had miracubusly 






survived anudst general desolation, first 
after the Tieta Yuga and then after the age 
of Vikramaditya The story of the miratu- 
lous appearance of the Kama idol within 
the Babn Matyid m ld49 sought to lecon- 
firm both the sacredness of the place and 
the Hindu claims over it 

T he pobtics of Rantianmabhumi derives 
Its sanction from a mythic history of a 
long heroic struggle for the recovery of 
the Janmastlian "For centuries we have 
been fighting foi Ranqanmabhumi It's not 
a new thing of today Nut tiiousands. but 
lakhs have perished for the sake of Ram- 
janmabhumi," says Rigmata Scindia All 
the popular communal histones attempt to 
descnbe this long struggle that Hindus 
have waged over centunes Tms un¬ 
finished struiffile, they argue, has to be 
earned on 

This IS an effort to legitimise the pre- 





VHP 


sent action by tracmg its ancient lineage, 
to deny the communal character of the 
present movemimt by the construction of 
a mythic sacred history The recovery of 
Janmasthan was, in this logic, both a 
sacred duty and an inhented obbgation of 
all Hindus The blood the ancestors shed 
had sanctified their cause and imposed an 
obligation. Theu" blood has to be hon¬ 
oured, theur goals have to be realised, 
then- martyrdom has to be avenged And 
for this tlw Hindus have to be ready to 
sacrifice theu: blood as well as their hves 
This myth of past struggles for the re¬ 
covery of Janmasthan seeks to au^onse 
the politics of Ramjanmabhuim in yet 
another way Therefore a mythological ex¬ 
planation of the present action is not seen 


as novel it is a lefietition of what has gone 
on before llie natuie of action is gov 
emed by archetytial models, and these 
models are provided by past htioes The 
present generation of Hindus have not 
begun the struggle toi Ramjanniabhumi, 
they need only tarry on and complete a 
struggle begun m fht past 1 he an-estois, 
tlvough then sactifites. their struggle 
against the eyil uyustHe and oppression 
associated with Musbui lule set the tx 
ample which the descend «nts must follow 

The use ol mythic forms and mythic 
themes makes these communal histones 
familiar to th* audience 1 he irij ths appeal 
because thev appear to pait of the 
known, accepted tradition Yet the stom s 
which aie cast withm the traditional mythic 
lonns are invented I his invention often 
takes place in the coutse of struggles be¬ 
tween communities and it is the politics of 
these struggles thu are expressed 
tluviugh the myths I he myths about the 
Janmasthan wete invented ‘ometinie in 
the third quartet of the Ibth century In 
the nud 185()s a conflict ot curred over the 
Hanumangarhi temple Reacting to the 
toleiant pohtu s of the Nawab, a gtoup of 
Sunni Muslims (Untied that the Hanuman- 
gaihi tempk was built at a place where a 
mosque sf<H)d oaibei Disoulc around the 
claim led to violent (orifrontations and 
bloody fights betwc eii the Sunnis and the 
Hairagi sadhus Ketabatiiig against the 
Sunni cUim over Hanumangcuhi a section 
of Huidus pioduced a cuunti i mvth Ihev 
retained the structure of the argument put 
forward by tlie Sunnis but it versed the 
claim Iliey now asserted that the Babn 
Masjid was in tact, built aftet destroying a 
Hindu temple J his claim was raised not 
during the Hanuinagarhi episode, but after 
It 1 he f«K us ot dispute thus shifted from 
Hanumangarhi to Babi i Masjid Myths ab¬ 
out the Babn Masjid which were now in 
vented m the course of the conflict became 
part of the local tiadition and were re¬ 
ported in British official acc ounts wntten 
after this period 

fhe mj^hic histones we have been dis 
cussing seek to authenticate themselves 
thiough a set of natrative strategies 
There is a process of concretisation A 
mass of concocted figures, dates, names 
are quoted to create an illusion of con 
enreteness We are told that theie were 76 
attempts to bbeiate the Janmasthan 20 
during the reign of Akbar, and 36 at the 
time of Aurangzeb Dunng the reign of 
Humayun the Hindus did not remain sdent 
Three thousand women fought along with 
layrajkuman and 24,000 soldiers were 
mobilised by Maheshwaranand Thete is 
actually no histoncal evidence fur any of 
these struggles But invented sources are 
continuously cited to estabhsh the factual 
autiienticity of the text 


Cuiuti tisation goes along with a 
method of familMnsation 3 he mythii his 
tones recount some familiar details aoout 
the teign^ of Hunuiyun, Akbar and Au- 
lang/eb and cite a few well known 
soutces Once the reader is made to iden¬ 
tify with ,uch familial facts, he is per¬ 
suaded to believe in the authenticity of the 
narrative Ihiough this process of faini 
bansation invented details ate sought to be 
authentic ated An cxcasional ctituisin of 
the sounes, a discussion ol their limita¬ 
tions makes the texts appear alt the nioie 
self ciitual and convincing 

Mvth histoiy and the politics of Ram- 
janmabhumi are thus closely linked 
Mythic history draws upon a stuck of 
familiar stones and myths Myths provide 
open foims which are filled with conunuiial 
meaning Ihruugh them the stiuggle lor 
Kanijanniabhunii is charged with a symbo¬ 
lic histone and a deeply v ommunal signifi¬ 
cance These popular mythic histones 
stuictiiie people’s consciousness anil be¬ 
liefs they provide the ftame through 
which people begin to (leueivt other com¬ 
munities and conceive of the world ITiey 
provide a rationale for communal action 
Mythic history api>eals to people s emo 
tions and plays upon their religious feel¬ 
ings It .jceks to mobilise people’s anger, 
hatred and aggression and provides them 
with a tat get Ihc <truggle foi I.anvan- 
mabhuini becomes a metaphui for a war 
against Muslims 

I he pobtirs ol Ramjanmabhuim and its 
eftorts to legitimist itself through mythic 
history raist s a deepc r question about the 
principles which can govern our actions 
We need to demarcate our principles from 
those that lay behind the actions of indi¬ 
viduals m the past If inlolerance, religious 
repression and violence have characte¬ 
rised the politic s of earher times, in India 
and m other countiies, w< need to dis 
tanc e ourselves from that politic s If otlier 
nations and other societies continue to 
practise such politics, we need not tinu 
late them 1 he politics of Ramjanmabhuni] 
seeks to reassert the principle of medieval 
politics It aspires to le-enact in the pre 
sent the politics of violence, repression 
and revenge I his is a politics wluch ne¬ 
gates nut only the secular character of the 
Indian Constitution but the demrxtatu 
principle of equal ciUrenship and the rule of 
the law which the Constitution upholds It 
IS a pobtirs whose profoundly dangerous 
imphcatmns only the future will unfold ■ 


Extracted from Neeladn Bhattacharya s 
Myth, History and the Politics of 
Ramjanmebhuml an essay from a 
collection entitled Anatomy of a 
Confrontation The Babn 
Mas^id'Ranyanmabhumi Issue edited 
by Sarvepalli Gopat published by 
Penguin Books India, 1991, Rs 195 
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BETHEL SmeOGUE (Estd 1856) 



The sin<tU JeHibh tommun 
itv of Calcutta have achieved a 
lot during their comparative^ 
•hort stay in this aty sit re the 
nud-19th century Fheywere 
mainly of the stock that nu 
grated to India from Iraq and 
other West Asia countries - 
“not only on account of 
persecutions but, having sip 
ped the sweetness of the new 
land, a good reconnaissance 
report went back to their 
teethren", leamng to a stream 
of refugees makmg their home 
here 

The number of lews m Cal¬ 
cutta reached its peak (about 
5,000) during World War II 
Later they moved to Israel in 


large numbers and at present 
theie are less than “iOO Jews 
residing m Calcutta 
Wherever the Jew s settled 
they built synagogues Neveh 
Shalom the first synagogue m 
Cakutta was established m 
182 tbj Erekiel Musleah and 
Beniamin Abraham Solomon 
I)a\ id w ho pun based the plot 
from an Englishman John 
Bowers for Rs 16 000 
The Beth-F 1 Svnagogue 
(sketched above) was erected 
on Pollock Street in cential 
Calcutta Dv David Joseph Ezra 
andErekielJudabthlf^b The 
formei, founder of the C alcut 
taE/rafamdy came from 
Bafdidad Durmg his short stay 


in Calcutta he established 
trade bnks with Baghdad, 
Aleppo, Damascus, Muscat 
and Zanzibar, exporting dates, 
indigo, silk and nee 
TTie Beth-El Synagogue was 
subaequentlv renovated and 
enlai ged mto a magnificent 
structure by Elias Shalome 
Gubbay for Rs 1 lakh, paid 
from his perscmal fund He 
laised the centre of the syna 
gogue on massive columns 
with lofty arches and 
ornamental windows, paved 
the floors with marble and pro¬ 
vided additional decorations 
Other rtianges included the 
addition of two galleries to the 
Azarth Nasbeem, replacmg 


the heavy pillars by elegant 
uron columns with sufficient 
space at the top and improving 
the central aspect, thus fulfill¬ 
ing the injunction, “This is my 
God and with Glory I will pre¬ 
pare this Temple" 

The Beth-El Synagogue 
once bubbled with activity 
Regular services were ctm 
ducted (this still continues} 
with over ItiO Sephardun. But 
today their number has dwin¬ 
dled loonly 30 due to the ex¬ 
odus of the community to 
Israel including the last Haszan 
Abraham Abed Twena who 
served this synagogue for 
many years He dira m Jmu- 
satem m February 1968. 
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Btmt 


Sgt(ICMp) 
0noz(11 cups) 


MbMg Ingr0(^ts 

Z broiler chicMb. cut into 
&>1Q pieces per binJ. 
_ about 2j.t»(1Kg) 

250 g ^linacti 

2SOo mustard greens 

lOOg coriander greens 

160 g fenugreek greens 

SOg diHgreens 

ISO g ghee 

225 ml iniS 

SO g butter 

marinade masala 


9 <K (11 cups) 250g yoghurt 

1 ibsp 16 g sail, to taste 

2 tsps 10 g garlic paste 

slnge*fry masala 
Itbsp 8g cumin powdo' 

1 tbsp 6g Goriaider powder 

1 tbsp 10 g turmeric powder 

, durlng<eooking masala 1 
Itbsp tfnger p aste 

ttsp _ , Sg, _ gaific paste 

'5g greenpaste 

dttrmg^ooldng masala 2 
^ , .3. bay leaves (li^t) 

-1—-rrrir-r-i— r -^——— - _ -p. , .p- — 

' ■■■ V, ,'.5 ', bfoemcardamoms 
; ' cbinaiiton 

f IJ'''' •• ’aaii, to taste 

Mg' 

'rllliiW:/.comitoiur 

J , 1 I i t, M .■ ; | -•■^ ■y" ,. ' . | > 1 ^ .. . .. 

; .V: ,.lia***lah «»asaia ' 


^nerksan 




1 tbsp 

2 tsps 

1 tbsp 
1 tbsp 
1 tbsp 

tlbm 

itsp 

lisp 






^Five Greens 

Chicken 

Curry 

E .u'h of lilt* grtn-iis used in this recipe 
Iws its own singulai flavour and tex¬ 
ture. Their blending with cliicken makes 
for such a natural combination tliat it 
seems as if they always belonged 
together. A very healthy and complete 
food. 

Si'nvs 4-6 

Preparatiim Tune: M minutes 
CiMikuif! Time: 45 minutes 




Cut each chicken into eight to 10 
pieces and steep in the marinade masala 
for half-an-hour. Wash and clean (he 



greens in water several times. Pu( in a 
colander and pour boiling water over them 
till all the greens are limp and turn dark 
green. When cool, medium chop or cut th<- 
greens into 1-2 cm pieces. 

Heat the ghee in a wok or pan, add the 
sinf(e-fry masalu and then the i hiiken. Stir 
fry for about .S minutes until light brown 
and ghee is leleased. Add the dunng- 
ctxtking masala I folluwr*d by the milk plus 
the during-cuoktnf’ masala 2. Simmer till 
done. Transfer to a liaking dish. 

Take the leftover maniiade and add 1 
teasprxin cornflour and cream it in a bleu 
der. Add the blended marinade and the 
chopjied greens to the baking dish. Put .'ll) 
g of butter on top and bake on in<-dium 
heat fot ir> nunutes. 

Spnnke the ganusli nasata evenly on 
top and serve in the baking dish with nee 
or bread. 

NOTK: The greens should not Ih' over¬ 
cooked. 

Only broiler chickens should lie us<>d for 
preparation. 

From Curry Curry Curry by Ran jit 
Rai: published by Penguin India 
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T ;ikashi NaRase, Ti, remenibtjr.s very 
will whal happened durinR the 
biiildinR of the BndRe on the River 
Kwai in the jungle here in Kanchanahun. 
I'hailand. The diseovery ol a mass grave 
last (all made his memories all the more 
(;xiriiciating. 

As an intelligenee officer with the lni|H- 
nal Japanese Army helping oversee (on- 
stniction of th<- "Death Railway" Irom 
Itangkok to Rangoon, Nagase witnessed 
numerous acts of cruelty against Allied and 
Asian prisomrs. 

“'ITie history (of alnnities) lannot be 
erased," he says “All Jaiwnese are born 
guilty. The sin (lows in oiii blood " 

In an act of penanie for his wartime 
diH-ds Nagas*' travelled in ItKi.'! from lus 
itome in Tokyo b.ii k to the bridge at Kan- 
chanaburi and laid a w’reath on one of the 
graves at the nearby Allu-d cemetery. 

"At that moment." he sa\s, “1 heard a 
strange, sharp sound ui in\ ears. I saw rny 
txxly emitting yellow light in all direitions. 

I felt 1 was pardoned by (lod for what I did 
while in the aniiy. ” 

Nagase is not the only one who claims 
to have had mi otherworldly exiH'nence 
near the remains ot the railways, (or which 
some 60. IKK) Allied prisoners and as many 
as IfOC.OOO Asian prisoners were used as 
slave labour by the Japanese 
Last Octobei Sonipong (.■horench.n. 
motorcycle repair shop owner in Kancha- 
nabuii. had trouble sleeping His dreams, 
he says, were haunted by ghosts. He saw 
mass graves and manv, manv biKiies. The 
ghosts bt'gged Sonijvmg to hel)) relieve 
their iniserv. he says. 

.'\ltci several weeks of such dreams he 
sought out Aiianya Watanayam. who owns 
land less than a mile from the River 
Kwai- the Khwae Noi to the Th.iis and 
only a lew dozen yards tioin the old rail¬ 
way tracks. Sompong learned tliat the fat 
liter had found huiiuin bones in the soil. 
This prompted local authorities to explore 
the area They soon discovered the soiiri e 
of Sonipong's ghosts. 

The mass grave lontained the skeletons 
of .IS many as .bOO prisoners, some bound 
with wire. Some, .iccordiiig to those who 
found them, were m (lositions suggesting 
they had been buried .dive "We found one 
set (if lemains in a crouching position," 
says charity worker Hoonlert Korkait- 
Sanadee "'liie hands were outstretched in 
front as though trying to crawl up trom the 

pH." 

The disi’overy lias bniught back a (IikkI 
ol unhappy rin-ollections tor the people of 
Kandianaburi. And in a sad irony it also 
has been a bwin to Kanchanabun s tourist 
ttade, drawing renewed attention to the 
reconstructed bndge and the cemetery. 

“So many of the prisoners and Asian 
slave wirkers died or were executed," 
s.ays 70-year-old Bixinrat Btxmsin. "Many 





















The Allied cemetery at Kanchanaburi, Thailand, contains the 
well-tended graves of about 4,000 prisoners of war who died 
building the Bridge on the River Kwai during World War II 


aporeans and lamils from Ctvlon (now 
Sn Lanka) 

More than lb (XK) men had |Kri ht d b\ 
the time th( I >8 milt railw iv w is u ni 
Itttd m OttolKr 1441 Many ditd ol ix 
austinn malnutrition or miluii working 
in thuk jungk iimd unn.ltnltng lit at ind 
humidity I hi tpisodi of thi Diath Kiil 
wav mightha\( iimmuda ((Mitnoti to tin 
history ol a long and vioknt wii hid not 
author iVni Boiilk wnttin his draiiialii 
(and largily tontrivtd) no\el Iht Hticlgt 
on Uu Ki\(t Aw II followtd by Divid 
1 1 in s i pit him M rsion in 14 >7 

Iht ttak bndge w is not is tht nottl 


and film poiti n it blow i up b, liiitish md 
\mtn( in lommaiidos momtiits btlott i 
triinlo.id of Japimsf dignititus w is to 
inaki the fiist tro smg Itwi ikstioyid 
along with most of llit riilwiy b\ Allu-d 
bombt rs i mo ith it1< i it w is built 

lilt rt il livt ol tht (onstiuttion y iiig 
wtrt lonsidttabh moi< dt pint* thin 
thi btxik and thi tilni di put B khii it u 
(ills that somt pnsoiu i t lugnt tiying t > 
istapi fiom tlu J ipint t i imps wtit 
Ion I d to dig tht in 1 1\ t s hok s i dt i p i 
tht u ht ight I ipint t I Idit is lit s i\ 
thill pound gasoliiH on tin in mil butin tl 
thim alivi 



Sill siys 111 till rtriMiiilMi tin <ti' 
grout) of 'V I in |iiiMini i w is inni ht rl into 
tht ik inig winit tin mi gi hi w is 
I tiund Iht piisonti wt n toll) tin\ wi it 
simply moyini' t im|i mil so iluy hid 
biought pliti md I ix>km|. iiti n ils Boon 
iitsiys But willntlu V II i liitithi ill ii 
ing somt who it si tin win hot oi 
biyonitid lit fort In no throw i intt tin 
pits 

Among till It in III! in tin ini 11 hi 
wilt tin plili im|)tintiil willi Hu \i ii 
1414 Ihtii w I-, nottiinuni In tlu 

ill 111 ly St 1 III till I limit nil dll 

Ihiy wtrt imply Ihrown ml > bn. It h 
in till gioiinii 

Nigisi Iht toinu I j ipmi t iiniy Itii 
ir siyshi belli \i tint tin soli lit i i I tl 
tlailK 1)1 ( 111 I Iht y hid lu i n i iik it d l 
thiHSt di ithm tl III III tlu Inini 1 1 Ix iii). 
lajiturid llu thmkmt ht siy inuli 
niiny sokliits di spisi thin i iptivi md 
tif It till n IS ihlminm 

Many Xmtium oldii r who Killtd 
[xopk in \u tniindi yi lo|)it) mintil di 
oit'tr M 1 }. I ( 1 1) f iM 1 ht mil 
thing II ip|K nt tl to St \u I oltliti in\l|l 
nistin But why liHtril wt tvii ht iid ol 
any )ipini t oltln i toniplimmt 1 1 int n 
tal I itmi h’' Ihty tlimk Hit y in not n 
(xinsihk It I whit tlx y tlitl lx i lu t tlu y 
wtrt lilt Ith Itntd to tli il mdti tlu 
t nipt lot s Of fit) 

Itxliy tlu fmudhiuln ntntnutfd 
(I tttl till I md II w 1 nhuilt by tlu 
Ji|)aiits( 1 I w ir mdtiimitv md lilii 
port h ist fi hoin till Allu h\ Ihiilmdloi 
f<2 million 

Iht Ih 11 St gnu nt ol thf I niloid whiih 
ustd to tiin fiom tlu t ipit il Bmgki k ill 
till w H to Hu Bunn 1 lioifli I now t nd il 
N ini I ok ihoul fl) null iioith 1 1 K im h i 
niburi I tom Hurt it di ippi ii int< Hu 
oyt rgtown tuiudi 

But at K mt II III <1 tin I Hit h I 
miny oldtiiiui who n niiihtt tlu in i 
ror of Iht J ip lilt St imp iriinloK' lul 
busitnds of fort itmir oini Ir ti if tin 
budge lixiks mylhiiu likt t did in Hu 
inoiii whiili w IS tilmi tl in‘■ri 1 ink i not 
I h iiland 

I or many wh it t ould lx in i inotion ilh 
louihing t\|xruii(t is dimini lutl b, Hu 
hiid loutfi (I itndtas tllmi liki K k v 
wiUhis phony (lUtti big md pithy 
kiytr hw II 1 liiris Imm Dm mix i 
K inehinibun hold in inniiil kiiti hw i 
ftst'vil with lirtwoik md oth) 1 tni 
tits 

Iht missgrnt luobibh will lx ultlitl 
In most tourists itiiurints Wtui II I hi 
rtinain'- wirt tolltiltd Inn tlu pi 
Chintst md Ihn monk nil mud n ii 
plus ’•Iks to bung pi m to tlu tn ibltd 
soul that had Iim tlu It 
And Sompong Chonmh i i liti)ing 
well again 

(Natuml (h ofp i/j/ut Nt w s V n it f) 
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H e has lost some weight uid de¬ 
veloped a race tan '1^ coupled 
with his unkempt hair, caOoused 
hands, and pock-marked face makes han 
look a total misfit m a jogging suit and 
five star surroundings, a mug of beer 
m one hand and a cigarette m the other 
There is something so rustic about turn 
But that IS hardly his fault He has just 
come frran his daily warmup—pulling a 
nckshaw for two hours continuously on 
the tity streets 7 ramping barefeet 
through the murk and grime that is Calcut 
ta with two passengers for company You 
might have seen him but you probably did 
not notice him Just hke hundreds of other 
iickshaw pullers He is one of them And 
yet he is one of India s most talented and 
well-known ailors 

Cm Pun has a passion fut acting And an 
ever greater passam for enacting it weU, 
down to tlie very last detail He has a 
voracious appetite frar hfe and experience 
And horn here he denves that wM energy 
which he radiates on screen, acting from 
his heart and gut and mellowing or raging 
as the role demands 
At 40, he has been in about a 100 films 
Most of them memorable Mainly due to 
his soul-stirnng performances And his 
hard work and mtegnty In spite of it all his 
mcxlesty will amaze you "I do not consid 
er myself a trend setter,” says the actor 
“In a way I’ve been lucky that I ve had the 
of^xHtunity to work with a whole range of 
talented dfftsrtors and also in terms of my 
choire of rerfes " That surely is not the 
secret of his success Hien what is’ 

(hn Pun IS hc'wn from rough ckith The 
story goes back to Sanaui near Patiala, 
where he did his sc hcxilmg after his lather 
left the army and joined the railways ‘Tve 
had a nch chikihcxxi 1 hough I was dep 
nved in many senses, this depnvatKm it 
self was enisching in terms of sensitivity 
be says m a warm banteme ‘ And a kit of 
people have contributed to this Mure 
friends and less family rherefoie theieis 
a whole senes of friends in the making of 
()m Pun ’ 

Foremost among them is th* other stal 
wart of parallel cinema—Naseeruddui 
Shah "Oui friendship started during oui 
NSD (National School of Drama) days m 
the early Seventies,” says Pun “Coming 
frenn a snuiU village to a big aty was a 
c ulture shexk for me I was very shy and 
withdrawn During one of the rehearsals, 
Alkazi, the then elector, was not giving 
the acting studcMits a chmee to try out the 
roles This angered me and yet 1 was 
scared of Alkazi 1 mustered enough cour¬ 
age to speak up, but Alkazi was angry 1 
did ht know whether I had done the right 
thing Naseer came to me and said, T 
know you’d have to spc»k out some day. 
Om,’ and that was the beginning of our 
beautiful friendship ” Pun joined FTI m 



Arguably the finest actor 
in c mema tcx lay. Om Puri 
IS sheer joy t o watch on 
scre en, iSs histrion ic 
range unfolding 
gloriousjy. NANDITA 
giAUDrniiymetthjLi 
luliste in Cjilcutta 



1974 when an industrialist promised hun a 
scholarship but later failed to honour it It 
was Naseer who came to his rescue Even 
during his early days as a struggling actoi 
in Bombay, he staved at Naseer’s place 
It was at Khalsa College, Patiala, while 
studying history and politics that Om Pun 
got involved m plays and deaded to be¬ 
come an actor He did odd jobs, tncludmg 
that of a clerk, and acted with the Punjab 
Kala Manch< This affected his work and be 
was pronqitly thrown out When the story 
got around, his professors in college were 
sympathetK and offered him a job as a 
lab-assistant 


In 1971, he won a government scho 
larship to study at the Naticmal School of 
Drama m Delhi under the stalwart Ibrahim 
Alkart "What I am today, frrankly, I owe it 
to Alkazi He took a personal interest m 
me He would find out personal details 
about the new students from the seniors 
and accordingly suggest and help them.” 
Citing an uistani.e he adds, “In m> case, it 
was a culture shock and language barrier 
My Enj^sh was poor and as a result, 1 
suffered from a complex So Alkazi en 
couraged me to read the papers, cmiverse 
with ^ends and correct my errors m the 
process He even told me to carry a dic- 
tionary around till I lost my inhibitions He 
was punctual, hard-woikm^ humorous, an 
ideal teacher and a great person My 
sense of hard work, professionalism and 
integrity comes from him ” 

After NSD, he freelanced for a y^ m 
Hmdi theatre and hung around m Delhi tdl 
he lealised that it was not as tlinvmg'as he 
had thouglit ‘To be a stage actor of the 
Hindi or Punjabi theatre. I’d have to look 
aiound for a job to keep me going And 
part-time acting was not my cup of tea So 
the next best choKe was £tos ” So m 
1974, It vas the film institute m Pune, 
sharing ideas with Suresh Oberoi, Rakesh 
Bedi, Syed Mirza and others In 1976, he 
moved to Bmtibay "with no illusions m 
spite of qualifications” and did small icdes 
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and taught for a year at the Actors'Studio 

T he big break came with AjJcrosb, 
when the whole gamut of avanf garde 
filmmakers came to know of his talent 
This was soon to be followed by Ray’s 
Sadgati, Senegal’s Aroian and some 
otb^ "As far as commercial cmema was 
oonoemed, the response was very hike 
warm. I was tiered rales as a viU^ or a 
henchman (Uiat’s how they could slot me 
m), which I refused,’’ says the actm^ “I 
ch^ not to immerse myself m conuner- 
cial films My attitude to the odd conuner 
aal film is totally cm a professional level 
and the interest remains on toe surface 
level only ” 

lafe became a lot easier after 1986, 
after Azdh Satya, that is Awards and rer 
ogniUon followed closely Apart from the 



two National Awards for Arohan and Anib 
Satya m 1981 and 1984 lespectiveiy. he 
also won the Kaiiuvy Vary award in 1984 
for AnUi Satya and the Soviet Land Ndini 
Award m 1987 and has been honoined with 
the Padmashree m 1990 

So what IS It that sets him apart’ A 
particular method perhaps’ "I don’t thmk 
any particular method Im anythmg to do 
with setting me apart There are others 
like Naseer, Smita and Shabana— all equal 
ly talented and having experimented sue 
cessfolly in a sunilar kind of cinema In my 
case, perhaps its the consisteixy I've 
been consistent m my choae ot rt^s,” is 
his modest reply “In all the chararters I 
pCHtray, I don’t altogether become a diffe 
rent mdividuai For example, I remain Om 
Pun playing Hasan Pal So essentially its 




toe same medium, that is, my body, being 
used m difierent ftmns And my body b 
difieient tram Naseer’s So there are diife- 
rent uistniments douig equally elective 
work m a different maimer, perhaps this b 
what IS so unique Certain roles however, 
rone to you more easily than others The 
emotionally mtense roles come to me 
more easily because as a person I’m a very 
sensitive individual In exuberant roles, 
where buffoonery is needed, 1 need to put 
in that little bit erf extra effort ” 

The future of parallel I'mema, according 
to Om Pun, though nut very bleak, has 
certainly been afferted by televisicni and 
the vidcH) scene "I think in future the 
parallel cinema should depend heavily on 
TV because the idea eventuaUy is that 
your work should be seen ’’ Having w^k 
ed with some of the best directors of the 
parallel cinema-—Govuid Nihalam, ^yam 
Benegal, Ginsh Kainad, Mnnal *^ 0 , 
Satyajit Ray, Goutam Ghuse, Ketan 
Mehta and others- all of whom he 
admires, he nevertheless enjoys woikmg 
with Nihalam most “1 adriure his mtensitc, 
passion and commitment He depends 
heavily on the actor's performance, so he 
generaOy bullies the best out of you He 
does a lot of paper work whxh mJees the 
actor feel emoUonally secure Possibly 
also because I’ve worked with liim most, 
thoufto he’s been ignoring mt for the last 
I'ouple of years,’ Iw gnns 
He finds it a httle di^ult to mention the 
films where he’s given scxne of his best 
performances Nevertheless, Arohan, 
Susman, lamas and Aakrosh would come 
easily to mind inadentaily all Nihalam 
films He however, finds the art films a 
httle restricted, because toe challenges 
are limited, mostly the same narrative 
form, except for Ja,ine lihi Do Yaro and 
Genesis, which were ‘experimental and 
hence challenging " 

T hough he has no immediate plans of 
branching ofi into wntmg or directing, 
he feels that in future, like minded people 
hke Naseer, Shabana and mt shoiikl get 
together and make films with gcxid senpis 
dealmg with Indian problems, for the inter 
luticMial market Something on the fines of 
Salaam Btmhay Or Ganeffu Why should 
only Internationa] filmmakers m^e films 
on India’” Citmg Kamalahasan, he says “I 
like tns attitucie He’s been promoting 
grxxl films ” 

Do contemporary issues affect him’ 
Certainly as a person Thoujto Ive no 
mtentxins of jouung active politics, Im 
pamed at what’s happening m Punjab, 
Assam and Bihar Aral 1 think the politi 
caans are largely responsible for this Pun 
jab, especially, is a problem created by the 
politicians and today it has gut totally out 
hand Do you Uiink people are ever 
going to remember Devi Lai, Charan Sui^ 
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Q : Have you read the book (Lafder- 
re’s City of Joy )? 

A: No I haven’t, though 1 had bou^t 
the book with all good intentions. 

Q: my} 

A: Beause when I heard that it was 
very different from the script, I 
thou^ that itmight mterfere wi^ my 
acting. You generaDy look for some- 
t)^ and fM something altogether 
different I really can’t compare the 
twa It’s only when people ask me 
whether a certain scene is there or 
not, only then I realise the difference 
between the book and the script 
Q: Don't you fee/ the Sim is a squM 
portrayal of the dty, hi^iBghting the 
misery of the peof^? 

A: No I don’t think so. At least the 
script is ix)t so degrading to the dty. 
Q: Is it because }’ou are in it? 

Ai Could be. But if ycHi believe me and 
trust me, youH agree too. 

I do agree that people tend to be¬ 
come a little cautious if a particular 
thing is not seen in the right persp^- 
tive. There is nothing wrong with 
poverty, it's all over the world. 
There’s nothing to be ashamed of in 
Iboking at povery objectively. A num¬ 
ber of our filmniakers like Ray, Sen, 
Benegal and Nihalani have aD depicted 
it In fact I’ve worked in a number of 
films which deal with it butit should be 
seen in the right perspective, as in 
JFhar or Shodh. So I wouldn’t be over 
cautious. Even in Paar and Shodh, I 
never looked at it to find whether it 
was degracfing to me as an Indian. So 
with Uk same spirit I look at this 
film script 

Q: But don't you think {(weigners tend 
to exfdoit poverty? 

A: We tend to forget that we can’t hide 
poverty when we allow foreigners to 
ccrnie into an open society with a free 
press. But here Uk case is different. 
Here is a filmmaker with a certain 
reputation and a certain sensitivity 
attaclwd to it He’s not putting it blunt¬ 
ly. He’s not Spielberg. Peo|de have 
seen his work in Fiekis and 

A&sion. So 1 feel that we must trust 
him and he will deal with this subject 
with the same kind of sensitivity as in 
KiSing Fields and Mission. 

Q: Personally, how do you Ske work¬ 
ing with this imk? 

A: I've worked with foreign units be¬ 
fore. 1 did a small part in Jewel in the 
Crown iUKl Gandhi and a nuqor role ina 
Canadian movie, Sam and Me, which 
win be released shortly. 

To begm with they have much better 
and sophisticated equipment and 
frankly, are more organised. 1 don’t 
mean to say that our films are not 
organised. When I say that. I’m not 
really refergll; to Shyam or Govmd or 
Satyaiitfe L^ ^ey may have less re- 
souiiilif no fancy equipment and 


‘CALCUnA IS A VERY 


modest sites, but artistically they are 
very organised. In this unit, die pro¬ 
duction and adminiBtrative sides are 
more organised. They have thorough 
professionals handling the show. 
That’s the maior difference. 

Q: How has tl^ interaction been? 

A: Smooth. Since they are shooting in 
a foreign country, they are on their 
best behaviour. If we were shooting 
abroad, we’ll be very cautions too. 

Q: So does that mean you are taking 
the upper hand tmw? 

A: Yes. I’m also a professional and I 
would also like to prove to them that 
we are no less professional than 
them. So it’s a very healthy kind of a 
competition. 

Q: What about your co-stars? Espe- 
dally Shabana? 

A: 1 don’t find it difficult to interact 

£ 


deal with Indian problems throughout 
It’s the occaskn^ Gandhi a Of 
Joy. Look at Tom Alter, the poor fel¬ 
low is an Imfian citizen but has to wait 
for a good role in an Indian film 
to come hb way, only because d his 
looks. The same wiU be the fete dt an 
Indian actor vdio is settled in HoQy- 
wood. But certainly, it’s a good expo¬ 
sure, and an image-enhaicer. Frankly, 
wdien one says yes to a film there are 
other aspects besides future plans. Jof- 
fe's a wiHiderfol director, it’s an inter¬ 
national project, there is good-thoney 
and Shyam isn’t making a film as yet— 
so I m^t as well do it yaar. 

Q: What about the tremeixfous physk- 
d effort you’re putting in for the role of 
Hasari Pal? 

A: That’s because certain roles de¬ 
mand a certam kind of physical work. 
In Susmarr, where I played a weaver, I 
learnt weaving and spun 40m of yam 



even with strangeis because a person’s 
personal behaviour doesn’t bother me. 
While acting, Shabana is not Shabana to 
me. She is whatever role she's play¬ 
ing—in this case Aldca. Tophir, I real¬ 
ly don’t mind as kn^ as the other per¬ 
son has a professional attitude. Be¬ 
sides, 1 have worked with Shabana be¬ 
fore in a number of films and I enjoy 
working with her. 

Q: You have been putting in a ht of 
effort into this partiatlar movie. Is it a 
stepfang strme to Ha^fywood? 

Ai You may interpret it any way you 
want to. But I can’t see myself living 
Bombay and settling down in, say, Be¬ 
verley HSIs. And 1 don’t think that the 
American or intematioaal dnema wiO 


which I presented to a number of 
friends, induding Shabana. You’ll have 
to 0 ve the impression at least that 
you’ve handled a loom. Similarly, here, 
I have to show that I feel comfortable 
with the rickshaw. I wfil be seen in the 
film handling a rickshaw. There is a 
process whra you are learning and a 
process when you’ve Icamt it—and the 
Mere^e is obvious. That’s why it’s 
impor^t that I go over this whde 
exercise of pulling a rickshaw. One 
should not indulge in professional 
cheating, like using someone else’s 
hands or feet. I don’t believe in it per¬ 
sonally. 

Q: for bow iong have you been prac¬ 
tising to puB the rickshaw? 


Pradip Ki»v 






VOLATILE Gin’ 


A: I practised continuously for 15 
days. Every morning at 6 am 1 took die 
lidcshaw from the hotel (Grand) with 
two mock passengers, all the way to 
Babughat, the Kidderpore fly-over, 
Wellesley and so on. 1 puU^ con¬ 
tinuously till 8-8.30 am or so. The first 
tyro days 1 was in my jogging suit, but 
realised I drew too much attention. 
Subsequently, I changed into a /ungi 
and a shirt. 

Q: Do you follow the Stanislavski 
sdiool, Am? 

A: Well, frankly 1 haven’t read very 
much because from my first year at 
NSD, Alkazi always warned me not to 
touch books, but to concentrate on 
what is tau^t in the classes and he 
considered "experience as the best 
teacher”. Stanislavski no doubt was 
the first person who looked at acting in 
a more organised and scientific man- 


Q: You haife lieen 
putting a lot of 
effort into this 
particular film \£fty 
of loy). Is it a 
stepping stone to 
Hollywood’ 

A: You may Hiterpret 
it any way you want 
to. 


ner, and gave it some kind of a literary 
form. No other school can deny his 
contribution because that remains as a 
root and will always remain so. I do 
imbibe my basics kom him, maybe 
subconsciously. But 1 don't consciously 
foDow what Ik said. But my favourite 
book on acting, which is very simple 
and which I treat Ifice a Gita of acting is 
Six Sessions by Bulasvaski. And 
generaBy over the years, after having 
worked in over 100 films, one has a 
way of workiiig. You may call it my 
method or whatever. 

Q: So, bow would you describe your 


partkukz method? 

A: When 1 geta script. I go over it and 
study the particular world in that p^- 
ticular scr^ in terms of mOieu, dr- 
cumstances, period, setting, and so 
forth. And in this whote theoretical 
background I try to understand the 
history of it in order to get a broad 
view. And then 1 move down to my 
role, and try to understand that par¬ 
ticular character, his psyche, his family 
background. This is the iitenay work, 
the process of creatioa I also try to 
understand the other characters with 
wdiom I will be interacting. The world 
is seen only from the surface in a 
script, which I dig deep into and try to 
imagine as closely and as visually as 
possible—Hce a dream. 

Q: And where do you get your material 
for your dream? 

A: From day-to-day observations, 
books, television, newspapers, photo¬ 
graphs. Even if you are not acting, you 
keep storing the information. This has 
become second nature to me—to 
observe life and store it as in a compu¬ 
ter and use it whenever it is necessary. 
It helps you develop a certain kind of 
sensitivity and this becomes your men¬ 
tal work. 

Q; Do you consider your face your 
fortune? 

A: No. I don’t think it’s only my face. 
There are more interesting, more in¬ 
tense faces than mine. 1 don’t think I 
would have lasted that long had it only 
been just the face. 

Q: Since most of your Sims like. Tamas 
or Ardh Satya have a social message, 
what is the message in City of Joy? 

A; There isn’t just one message but a 
number of them. One, that disparities 
exist at all levels and within these ex¬ 
isting disparities, without disturbing 
the social system, how best you can 
retain your dignity is very important. 
At times, you may even have to stand 
up and fight for it. 

Here, Hasari looks at the positive 
side of life in spite of his sufferings, in 
spite of being cornered. He still smiles. 
He still thinks of his daughter’s wed¬ 
ding. Without tramoina on anvbodv. he 
manoeuvres his way through all the 
chaos to achieve his aims with dignity. 
And this requires an enormous amount 
of strength. 

Q; What is your opinion of the dty? 
A: Calcutta is much more vibrant than 
Bombay and culturally more rich. But it 
is also a very volatile city, possibly 
because the people here are constantly 
under pressure. Here, people stand 
and watch shooting for eight hours at a 
stretch and you wonder, "My (Jod! 
They have no work!" 

Q: What is next on the cards after the 
City of Joy? 

A: I will be acting in Sandip Ray’s 
Target, g fidi lengA feature fito. 


and pcdhidans of their calibre? History will 
simply throw them into the gutter.” What 
u Ids social sensitivity as an artist? "Not 
much. It’.s easier to ;day the role of an 
activist on screen. Hut to Ik- tliat lole in 
real life is nioie difficult." 

Yet it is life, emotions and experiences 
which have made him a sensitive actor. 
“As a child, I spent hours watching people 
and looking at Me pass by The joys of 
living shoi^ not be snatched away from 
you—you should find ways and means to 
keep in touch with life. Even now 1 
shamelessly sit in small roadside dhabas 
for a cup of tea. I try and behave as 
normally as possible so that people who 
are in awe of film personalities, start feel¬ 
ing comfortable in my presence. 1 ask 
them questions about themselves so that 
they feel good and say. ‘Om Puri’s a nice 
person, he treats you like a star '—to apko 
uske number bhi nul gaye gixid behaviour 
ke liye, ” smiles tte pucca ^pkimat-actor. 

And very diplomatically too he waves 
aside all queries about extramarital affairs.' 
"So now you want to peep into the dark 
corners of my life? Well, there aren’t any 
fauicy skeletons, just normal ones. 1 like 
flirti^. Just decent flirting, it’s healthy." 
But what about stimulating afMirs? "Well 
every affair stimulates you,” says Puri. 
"An affair need not only cukniiiate in bed. 
It should enrich you emotionally. When I 
say flirting, 1 mean it helps you come 
closer to each other so that you feel more 
relaxed in each other’s company. And it 
enriches you as an actor. So passion plays 
an important part in my life as it helps me 
rediscover myself from time to time.” 

Like passion, thinking also plays an im¬ 
portant role in his life. "1 think a lot. It 
inspires me to do better.” Just as Dilip 
Kumar. Balraj Sahnl Robert I)e Niro or 
Alec Guinness inspires Inin. "When ynii 
hear that l)e Niro s put on Ihs loi 
Raging Hull, you think, ITns i-nyV 

crazy!” Then you hear, he’s rediici-d agam 
and it makes you realise (he hard work and 
integnty that’s liehind it. " ThouKh Ik- was 
exposed to ioreign films quit,, lato. the 
actor who attracted him niost was Alec 
(jumncss.’Tle attracted me also l)e< ause of 
this body. 1 think he has a Uxlv whic h is 
perfect foi an actor—he can play holh a 
king and a iwupcr with equal ease," says 
Pun, who also is at complete case piayiiiv 
a nckshaw-puller or a police oifi, er. 

From that day in 1970, when he first 
visited Bombay, full of awe like Hasan Pal 
when he first comes to Calcutta, and today 
when he enacts those same emotions at a 
price, according to his terms—Om Pun 
has traversed a long terrain in terms of 
experience, emotions and .sensitivity. And 
all this has culminated into some of the 
fiiKSt acting on the Indian screerc Because 
Ora Puri is iKJt just a fine actor, he is also a 
fine person. ■ 
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h\\ inlormation given 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


HhhIi r ilrii-. 


• Dushman Dcvta Opera 
(Lemn Sarani ^1849), (jem (A)C 
Bose Road. 249828) Piabhat 
(C hittaraiqan Avenue J90762). 
Mitra (Ridhan Saram 'i'ill'M) 
Friya (Rashbehari Avenue, 
464440) Jagat (AFC Road 
J65108>-4 shows 

A &hn by Aral (languly, Marnng 
Dhaimendra Aditya Fam holi. 
Dimple Kapadi-i Sonani and 
Sadaahiv Annapuikar The musir 
is by Rappi Lahin 

• Char Parivaar: Paradise 
(Bentimk Street 28‘>442)—4 
shows 

Directed by Mohami Prasad and 
with musK by Kalyangi Anandp, the 
hbn stars Rajesh Kharaia Moushu 
mi Chatterjee, Rishi Kapoor, 
Meenakshi Seshadn, Kiy Kiran, 
Shoma Anand, Shafi Inamdai and 
Asram 

• Haqac (A): Roxy (Chowrmg 
hoe PIko, 284238) shows 

A film on a womai's struggle 
against social rajustu.*., starnng 
Umiple Kapacha. Sonu Waba and 
Anupam Kher The music is bv 
Anand Milmd 

• Hatyarin (A): Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue, 274259), Knsh 
na (T C Dutta Street 250437) 
Ru|iali (Ashutosh Mookei 3 ee Road 


Soumitra Chatterjee and Apama Sen in Mahapntiun 


474403) Pumasree (R^a Raj Kis • Sanam B 
sen Street 5S4U3H) BancijttRoa 

Deepak Parashai Anuta Nan 9 
gia Sn Prada and jamuna are Uie A film on ti 
thief attractions of this film The Salman Khan 
musK IS by Naresh Sharma diret ted bv S, 

Anm Govil and Satabdi Roy in BUMr BkUmo 


• Sanam Bewafa laitus (S N 
RancijttKoad 24'M»4> 12 lb 
9 

A film on Ut nage love starring 
Salman Khan and Chandra It is 
direi ted bv Saawan Kumar ,ind the 


9W < T 




'P- 


• Ananda: Uttara (Bidhan Saiam, 
'] >^200) Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road )50(>80) Uyala (Russa 
Road 4786(^)~ 3 shows 

Directed by Kumar Swapan who 
also acts m along with Ramesh 
wan Anupama Kali, Aral, Joy and 
Chmmoy Tht miisti is by Ajoy 
Kuinra- and Y S MuDu 

• Beder Meye Josna Ruphara 
(Ridhan Sarani 551411) Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road 359561) 
Rharati (S P Mukheoee Road, 
1/1686) 1 4 7 

Ont of the reient tag hits star 
ring Chnaitiect and Aii|u Ghosh 
Otliers m the cast are Saifuddm, 
Dildar, Nasir Khan, Abbas Soma, 
Anamika Subhendu Aniamath 
and Bulbul Die film is direrted by 
Maliyur Rehman Panu and the 
imisK IS by Abu laher 

• Bidhir Bidhan. Uarpana 
(Ridhan Sarani 558080) I^ma 
(S P Mukheryee Road 474567) 

2 10. 5 30 8 15 Prat hi (AlC Rose 
Road. 271282)—2 b, 7 45 
Arun Govil Satabdi Roy, Raiqit 
MuOick Sumitra Mukheiyec, Papia 
Adhikari, Mohan Choti Btjoy 
Mohanty Saiigeeta Das and Tapas 
Paul cpmpnse the mam last of Dus 
film directed bv Mohammed 
Mohsin The music is by Akshay 
Mohanty 

• Mahaprithivi' Minar (Ridhan 
Sarani 552751) Rijoli (S P 
Mukheiyee Road 474567) Chha 










20 






bighar <M(h«tma Gandhi Koad 
JS2740)—3, 8 45 8 15 
A Mnnal Sen fllm fcUmng Vic 
torBanenee Sounnira Chattetjee 
GeeU Sen Aiqan Uutt Anuaua 
Maiumdar and Aparna Sen 


I Ot Vli’ll I ilins 


• Devil in the Flesh (A) Metro 
(Chowringhee Road 280141)—4 
shows 

• Love Me (A) Lighthouse 
(Humayun Plait 2Mlo>l) 4 
shows 

• Jakarta (A) [anuma (Mirquis 
Street 241711) 4 shows 

NEW RELEASES 


I liiuii I' ilins 


• Dost: Orient (Bentimk ‘'trtet 
281917) Talkie Show Hrise 
(Shibdas Hhadun Street “iViyo) 
Kalika tSadanandi Koad 
478141)—4 show!> 

Mithun Chakraborty and Amla 
are the lead pair The film !•* 





A scene from the play, Madhab Malanchi Kalnya 


dim ted by A Mur ill Mohan Rao 
ind the musK !<■ bv R V Huinian 


7 April onwards* 12 noon • 8 
pm 

An erhibiuon of Satish (lupta* 
ment works (ntitkd Dit hiltnt 
Uutt till Apnl 14 
At Ctiitnkoot Art t>ilietv (55 
G inahat Road /55111) 


1*1;. 


8 13 April A 30 pm 

A kstiMl of Bengali pla^s in 
niemort t Del ishis Dasgiipta ft 
atures C httn i s mmth on 8th 
Sundirain s Sinn > Htgan i n 9th 
Am a Thi wrek Muihab A/ihnc/i; 
Kamyi on lOth Nandikai s Saul 
hdpurer Suhiny i on lllh Gan 
dhars \lethm St t lam on 12th 
and Buhuruptc s Kn/danhan n 
nth 


At Aesdemv of Fine Arts 
(Cathedial Road 284902) 

8 April onwardsi 3 pm > 8 pin 

All India rin* Arts & Crafts 
SiKiet) wiH hold an eKhibition ot 
paintings in the West and Centrd 
gallenis till April 21 
• Dipinkat Mukhopadhvsv will 
hold his paintings exhibition m the 
North (rtlUi> till April 14 

9 April onwards, 3 pm • 8 pm 
Asoke Rov intI others wnU hold s 

wt t k long t xhibition of paintings m 
tht North ttilkrv 

At Aradcm> of line Alts 
tsathedi il Rtiad 284402) 

13 April 6 30 pm 
Animiki presents the Hindi 
< omedy plat Ban h Oji tMsed on 
Bidil Siuars ongina) Hengalt 
stnpt and translated by I»r fia- 
tihha Agatwral Dint ted by Bimat 
I alh tht last includes Vimta Re 
Urn \ja> Chsiturwedi \ igesh 
Sun Ann I Hhsttitharya laiom 
P'as.id Aia> Mishra Dmesh 
Ihikkar and Adiii Siitai 
At Kila Mindir fBasemtnt] 
(bhakespi are Sar ini 14908(>) 


NOTE: All •rrhralaiMl (tofMrtuivtlnMs Mvfor Calmitta. PlgurM In braektMs 
dnnotnthn dnya, 1 Mnf Momtoy. 


Caloiitla-BomiMy-London-New 
YOflt* Dsp (2) Al 101 at 0230 
■efflbsy>Caleutta-Bangkok> 
Toi^O Art (5) AI-306 at 1915 
Dap (5) AI-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay Arr (6) Al 306 at 1910 
Dep (6) Al 309 at 2025 
l.onaon-Delhl-Caleutta Arr (7) 
AI-132/132B at 1230 

* Mosoow-Bharlah-Calouna Arr 
<*) SU-537 at 1525 

* Calcutta-Sharlah-Moacow 
Oep (4) SU-53e at 1725 

* Meaeow-Taahkant-Karach'- 
Calcutte-Hanol Arr ( 2 ) SU b4i 
at 0640 Dep (2) SU-541 atO'SO 

* Hanol-Caleutta*Karaehl- 
Taehkerrt-Moaeow Arr (2) 8U 
542 at 1615 Dap (2) SU 642 at 
1815 

Amman-Cateutta Arr (4) RJ 164 
at 0645 

Caleutla-Amman Oep (5) RJ 
186 at 0530 

-t Bueharaal-Caleutta-Bangkok 

Arr ( 1 ) RO.oe 3 at 1115 Arr ( 6 ) 
RO- 063 Bt 1045 Dep ( 1 ) RO063 
at 1230 Oep ( 6 ) RO- 0 e 3 at 1200 
1 - Bengkok-Calcutta-Bucharaet 
Arr (1 6 ) HO -064 at 2015 Dep 
(1 6 ) RO -064 at 2130 

Celeiitta-SIngaport Dep (2) 
80416 at 1130 and Dep (4) SO- 
420 Ot 1310 

Btnsapom-Catoiimi' Arr (2) SQ- 
416 at 1025 amt Arr (4) SCM20at 
1210 

CakwWa Bongh o kt Dap (2 4 7) 


1C 711 at 0900 Oep (1 3 6) TO 
314 at 1355 

Bangkok-Cateutta Arr (2 4 7) 
1C 732 at 1500 Arr (1 3 6) TO 
313 at 1240 

Caleutta-Kathmandu Oep (2 4 
T) 1C 747 at 1600 Oep (1 5) 
RA-214atl455 

Kathmandu-Caicutta Air (2 4 
7) 1C 748 at 1930 Arr (1 5) RA 
213 at U 5 

Calcutta-Dhaka Dep (3 6) IC 

723 at 1940 Dep (daily) BG 092 
at 1220 and BG 094 at 1995 

Ohaka-Calcutte Arr (3 6) IC 

724 at 1600 Arr (dally) BG 091 at 
1140 and BG-093 at 1655 
Calcutto-Chlttagong Dap (2 5) 
BQ-698 at 1950 

ChMtagong-Calcutta An (2 5) 
BG-697 at 1910 

Cateutto-Paro Dep (2) KB 106 
at 0900 Arr (2) KB 105 at 0600 


Printed hare la the regular Indian Alrllnaa aehadula. Thia 
la howavar, aubjact to change Paaaangara are advised 
to keep track of announeamanta made by Indian Alrllnaa 
in the prase For aaaistanca, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 262548, 262657 and 282B0B. and 
I (airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 257007 and 204433 


Calcutta-Bombay Dep (2) Al 
101 at 0230 

DalhhCaloutte Arr (1) Al 13'’8 
at 1230 


Calcutta-Delhl Oep (duly) lo- 
402 at 1730 and 10263 at 0700 
Arr (dally) IC-Ct at 1205 and IC- 
264 at 2235 

Coieutta^ombay Oep (dally) 
tC>2» at 2000 and IC-t 76 at C«S0 
Arr (daily) IC-i7Sat0750widlC- 


274 at 1650 

Caleutta-Modraa Oep (daily) 
IC 765 at 1700 Arr (daily) IC 7U 
0(2210 

Calcutta-Bangalore Dap (dally) 
'C-771 at 0610 Arr (daily) IC 7/2 
at 1200 

DelM-Luoknow-Patna-Ranohl- 
Caieutta Arr (dally) IC 409 at 
1545 

Caloutta-llanehl-Patna- 
Luoknew-Dathl Dep (dally) IC- 
410 at 0615 

Caleutta-Quwahatl Dep (daily) 
IC-229 et 1340 Dep (1 3 5 6) 
IC-729 at 0600 Arr (dally) IC-230 
8(1630 Arr (1 3 5 6) IC*730at 
1100 

Calcutte-Agattala Dop (dally) 
IC-743 at 1330 Dep (3 5 8 7) 
IC-241 at 0700 Dap (1 2 4) IC 
241 at 0700 Arr (asity) IC-744 at 
1600 Arr (3 5, 6, ft IC-242 at 
1350 Arr (1 2 4) IC-242 at 0900 
Calcutta-Poit Blair-Car Nteobar 
Dep (1) 10-287 at 0530 Arr (1) 
tC-268 at 1220 

CalMiftis-Port Blair Oep (2 4 
6) IC-28S at 0530 Arr (2 4 6) 
16-286 at 1000 

Caicutta’DIbrugarh Dep (daily) 
IC-201 at1400 Arr (daily) IC202 
at 1730 

Catcutta-Bagdograi'Oep (daily) 


tC-221 at 1100 Arr (daily) IC 222 
at 1320 

Calcutta-Teapur-Jerbal* 
Calcutta Dep (2 3 4 5 7) IC- 
213 at 0600 Arr (2 3 4 5 7) t 
tC-213 at 0955 

Caleutta-Btlcbar-Imphat Oep 
(dally) IC-25S at 1050 Arr (daily) 
IC-256 at 1530 

Coleutta-Bhubenaawar Dap (t 
2 4 7) IC 269 at 1660 Arr (1 2 
4 7) IC-270at1910 
Caieutta-Bhubarwewar-Nagpur* 
Hyderabad Dep (3 6 6) IC-269 
at 1650 Arr (3 5 6) IC-2/0 at 
2040 

Caleutta-Ouwebatl-'Olmapur 
Oep (1 3 5 7) IC-210 at 0640 
Arr (1 3 5 7) IC-^ at 1320 
Caleutta-Hydarobad Dap (1 2 
7) IC 277 at 1746 Arr (1 2 7) 
16276 at 2215 

Ceteutta-Vlahakapatnam- 
Midraa Dap (1 2 4 6) IC-542at 
0700 Arr (1 2 4 6) IC-541 at 
0915 

CaicuRa-tii^l Oep (2 4 6) 

IC 269 et 13w Arr (2 4 6) IC- 
260 at 1610 


Calcutta-Agartala-Kailaaahar 
Oep (2 4) PF 729 at 0930 Arr (2 
4) PF 730 at 1390 


• No irUtle rIgWa on Cskiutla-Shaiiab Calcutta ana Caieuiw-Ktraiail'TaaMani Calcutta ♦ No kattif nghta on Calcutta Bangkolc Cair utta 











Ctleutta-AgarUila'Sllelwr: Dap. 
(7); PF-?^ at 0710; Arr, (7): PF- 
rSOAat.UAO. 

CateutUHCoocti Bahar: Dap. (1, 
a 8): PF-707 at 0868; Arr. (1,3.6): 


PF-708,at 1J60. 


5);PI^70eAat16i8. 
Catpima- J amahacipuri Dap. (i. 2, 

3. 4. 6.6) : PF-7t7 at 0600; Aft, (1, 

2.3.4.6.6) :PF-71#at0746. 
Caloiilla-^rtala Whltt^; Dap- 


( 1 .3,5.8): PF-701 at 0830; Ar. (1, 
3. 6, 6): PF-702 at 1400. 

Caleutta-A9arlala*8hlHoii®- 

Caleutta: Dap. (7); PP-JOl at 
1310: Arr. (7): W-702 at 1818. 


I f; I' 11 ^ 


EASTCRN RAILWAY atm 


DalhMCallia MaH 


B oaib a y MaH via AHahabad 
MrCentf. (Naw DalM) Cx* 
piaaa via Qwa-Varanaal 
Dap—Tuaa, iWa & Bat. 
An^Wad. Fit. 8 Bun. 
Aln«OMl. (Maw OaM) Ba- 
piaaa via Patna 
bap->Mon, Wad. FrI. & Sun. 
Art^-Mon. Tuan. Thwa. 8 Sat. 
MaMhanl Bxptaaa 5 daya a 


Dap—Mon. Tuaa. Thuta. Fti. 8 
Sun. 

Arr—Tuaa. Wad. Thuia. Sat. 8 
Sun. 


3373 

23<00 

Hlmglrl (Jamnw-TaarQ Ex- 
praaa TrI-Wkly 
bap—Tuaa. Fri. 8 Sat. 

11-10 

2374 

2821 

6-56 



Arr-Tuaa. Wad. 8 Sal. 



8045 

11-10 

3847 

13-18 

Purbanohal (OoraMipui) Bx¬ 

4-18 

3848 


16-48 



maaa 

bap—Mon. 8 Thura. 



8017 



Arr—Thura. 8 Mon. 



2602 

22-35 

3008 

30418 

Doon Bxpiaaa via (3rand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 



3007 

8-48 

Udayan 8bha Toefan Bx- 

18-15 

3003 

_ 

14-10 



prsaa via Main Una 





3011 

20-45 

DaUM expraaa via Main Una 

6-10 

3013 


14-10 

3018 

16-00 

Lucknow Bxproao 

11-88 

3030 


3031 

23-00 

MNhHa Expraaa 

84)0 

3022 



8688 

17-36 

Kamrup (Ouwahall) Expraaa 

830 

8660 

2680 

22-35 

3317 

8-10 

Blaak (Hamend Ejqwaaa 

21-28 

3316 

3028 

17-18 

CoaNMd Bxpreaa 

1030 

3030 



3038 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

848 

3036 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Eiqaraaa 

836 

3032 

2682 

22-36 

3071 

224» 

iMiwalpur TrI-wkiy Eimraaa 
Dap—Tuaa. Thura. 8 Sat. 

84)0 

3073 



Arr—Mon. Thura. 8 Sat. 





3018 

8-SS 

Bantmikatan Bvpraaa 

1540 

3016 

2674 

22-35 

1171 

18-28 

Shipra (bidofa) Expraaa 
Dap—Tuaa. 8 WOd. 

7-30 

1172 





Arr—Sat 8 Sun. 





3327 

15-25 

BtmfcHpunt (Ohopan) Bx- 

7-30 

3326 

— 

14-10 



6^*8 Arr—Mon. 8 Fri. 





8048 

22-28 

Oerakhpur EqMaaa 

Dap 8 Arr—Sunday 

1040 

SOSO 

2610 

22-38 






MM 

14-10 


SOUTH-EASreRN 

RAILWAY 


Banpilara Bapraaa 
Dap—Tuaa 
AtF-Sun. 

Tata Blaal Bxpiaaa 


Wadnaaday only 


Bombay MaH via Nupur 
O BanlaH (Bambay) fi praaa 

Bombay Bapraaa via Naopur 
Cotom a ndal (Madraa) Ex* 


Puri Bxpi aaa Via Cuttack 
JaBamtMh (PiirB EapraaB Via 
NarM 

OhauH (Bhubanaawar) Bx* 
PIMR 

Ewi Coaat ( Hy darObod) Bx< 

praaa 

PuruHa Bx pia a a 
Dap—Excapi Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 


drum Oanual Bxpiaaa 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Canlral • Howiab 
• QuwahaU Bxpiaaa 
Saturday only 

CoeMn Ha rb our Tarminua- 
Ouwabatl Weakly Exproaa 
(via Viaalchapatnam 8 Howrah) 
Thuraday only 

Ouwatwlt-Coehln Harbour 


Tarmlnua WooMy Bxpiaaa 
(via Howrah 8 Viaalchapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Coabbi H arbour Tanidnua 


Buoartaat Bxmaaa (via 

MiSdiivi^rnTMadnM) 
Dap-Fri. 8 Sun 
Arr—Tuaa. 8 Fri. 

Ckiwah Ml B a n saleia CMy 
WaaUy Bxpiaaa (via HoirM 
8 Cuttack) 
wadnaaday only 


WadUy Bxpiaaa (via Howrah 

8 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

I^Mibdbav TlMi 

raRvvPomi VUnMNIr wW* 

mb i ua Wa atdy Bxpraaa (via 


Thuraday only 

Coabbi Hrubour Taraibiua* 
PBbH W aaldy B xp i aaa (via 


Tbna 

On 

74)0 

8004 

S4)0 

8001 

184)6 

2886 

84)6 

3033 

15-60 

8028 

11-SOi 

2642 

13-46 

2812 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

iS 

8006 

8018 

6-30 

aooe 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

14-56 

8046 

11-20 

8018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

1345 

2646 

22-16 

— 

1345 

2661 

22-18 

— 

1345 

2673 

22-15 

- 

13-45 

2606 


Bniiaaa 
au4awl I 


Bhag b at h t (Uigoirt Bx pi aaa 

ChtiaBn BaoMAA THoiiMMlrtif 

Oop^An—VMd. Fd. 8 Sun. 


645 

3144 

6-16 

3184 

18-30 

•182 

1045 

3104 

4-30 

BIBB 


EMQOmiBBiFariaBiutBioelecb b iianiiaBe n el BaM i inH aHaw y 
tMlML flllMM Mi SO8S40NH lOf IlMOiRfllM tnrtMy SO809NI'44|Of 
bB Mmt MmimIIdil tar bllRiMlIan m 

BaaMiw and SouBi Baaban HaBwava bMna. dwaHlHasilimi b 
am lo.S pm an a raa b da y a and t am to I pm an Bandapa and 








JM MMhZl-AptNSW 

Ttwmoon'aquaitortn 

I- your sign, according 

to Wsstom aitoolom, galvanisas 
yoUf psrsonal Irorimr, and hsra 
dashes too must be rectoned. 

By A|xH 11, parents, home and 
property af^ wUl have an sx- 
ns sigrmicanoe. In romance, al¬ 
ways remember that the path of 
true love never mns smooth, but 
the path is welcome. The week 
promises much financial iug- 
glery 

~r|i] AURUS 

I April 21-M«y 20 

* Expenses, trips, ties 
- and secret connec¬ 
tions, coHaboratlons and visits to 
hospitals, social centres and 
holy places comprise the week. 
You and your dear ones are pro¬ 
ne to health ha 2 ards. You will' 
have your share of romance. In 
finance, there wHI be gains and 
losses, but get ready for massive 
Investments. 

—Sn emini 

a May 2i->)ufw 20 
" Evenif afewdisgrun- 

_tied elements oppose 

your plans, be tactful and keep 
your eye on the main obiective 
and try to sweet-talk folks or 
mates into agreeing on a few 
points at least. Romance prom¬ 
ises kicks and kisses and 
perhaps near-mIsses. Finanrto 
iTNolves legacy, property, com¬ 
mission and perks. Your health 
could run into rough weather as 
with you it Is mind over matter. ^ 

-Sn ANCER 

June 21—July 20 
^ You are In fur a round 

- of sustained hard 

work as you push yourself to the 
outer limits. Elders and family 
members will prove deir,anding. 
Ronwnce Involves erratic going I 
with a tow bumps and speed- 
breakers. In finance, you will get 
the feel of hard cash. Your 
health will depend upon your 
sensitivity and eating habits. - 
Neglect snides and remarks. 
Tito next two weeks suggest a 
Journey. 

■ July 21—Augmi 21 f 

"<■ The week promises 
_ romance, entertain¬ 
ment, a certain style In getting 
things done, but you may also 
have health pntolems. Romance 
wtt be hectic and the heart wUi J 
be ttw hunter; here a tlMe tight¬ 
rope wa^ will certainly 1^. 
April 8, 9, 12 and 13 suggest 
monstory transactions, buying. 



selling and shopping for Leons. 
Stomach, heart and the back 
may troubla you. Travel is more 
than likely. 

IRGO 

August 22—Sept 22 

Loans and funds, 
- children and grand¬ 
children and a wee bit of enter¬ 
tainment characterise the week. 
Romance promises a bout of 
love and laughter around April 
10. Mix finance with amusement 
and gaiety for more mileage and 
resufis will be better. The first 
four days of the week may in¬ 
dude stomach and nerve trou¬ 
bles. Travel includes major 
moves and it all commences this 
week. 


Aprflr 

Mm'a tost quarter: Romance, 
atotos and gm sum it all up. 
You wB nap ■ harvest, go 
to appsatiotad, orgadM 
topacMy, arid to kicky win chii^ 
BtoR w aa wto t t it dtan, Loans^' 
liMda otoaneatownto oomptota 


-MoontoriMton Satom; SUM 

Saw WB to itort tocauae of,'. 

yourapto<go-; 
aotoai Btjd'Aato ' 

gg^.tortiato 


-n IBRA 

. 8^)123-00122 
^ The moon’s quarter 

_ makes tor ties, links, 

travel, contacts, dashes and cer¬ 
tainly some heart-burning too tor 
Librans. In romance, not all the 
pressure and Incoveniences will 
stop you from offering a rose or 
scooting to the movies or bowing 
on boTKled knees. Finance in¬ 
dudes promises and also a tow 
cheques to make you smile. 

- CORPIO 

Ocl23-Nov22 
The main trends of 

_the week are shift, 

transfer, commuting, loans, in¬ 
vestments and a focus on home. 


your bug bMr: to careful about 
your dm. Travel, cotiaborottona, 
news and vtows, communiear 
ttons and contocts gtoe an ixlra 
«d^, making (or irtBtory in any 
compotilion. 

April 11 

Moon Mtoto Man: Tha enarnr 
tom kiimlattmteliatyQu rttod 
to matoAtoMMhniotpt; Ssttol 
daato add toMtotoM lem an 

toagiM pito Itorel 

. woitotonea atoif.lo to toat>r 


M tolt'lrito;'' 



proporty, designing end fur- 
nlshlfw durito Ito toil three 
days. HoiTOnce wHI be e xc el l e n t 
In bits end sitetches. Ftoanoe 
promises Investments, sOcur- 
ities. shares and capiMl tormor 
tion. A Job hop Is prolM^. You 
will ba caroless regarding your 
health and also aoddent-prone. 

- AGITTARtUS 

Nov23-Om:.20 

Imputoive buying and 
_ assorted amuse¬ 
ments, a bH of confusion about 
valuables, documents, pass¬ 
ports, visas and banks dram are 
me week's main trends. In ro¬ 
mance, the heart will pulsate «id 
the fair one will respond. Fi¬ 
nance wiH require you to be dear 
and oondse in dealings and con¬ 
tracts. Also rsmember, cheques 
may bounce. Regarding your 
heaNh, jogging, a game of bad¬ 
minton or taole-tennls should 
keep the doctor away. 

APRICORN 

I . Dvc 2 l—J«n 19 

Home, property, pa- 
_ rents, in-laws «id Im¬ 
migration are favourably signi¬ 
fied. Moods fluctuate wUdly as 
sun oonjuncts Saturn according 
to Western astrology. The moon- 
JupHer conjunction means two 
hearts beat as one, though opin¬ 
ions emd ideas diftor. FInanotol 
matters are favoured on April 12 
and 13. Care and caution In. 
health matters are advisable. 
Capricornians will use their 
travel tot for a possible stopover. 

QUARIUS 

Aw Jan 20-Fab 18 

The main trends of 
- the week are educa¬ 
tion, research, communicanon. 
travel and a new enterprise. In 
romance, you slay others wHh 
your charm and humour. Money 
s already in the pipeline. After 
April 7 your health Improves. 
Travel is on the cards, but you 
do not have to make it at break¬ 
neck spwd. 

- ISCES 

Feb IS-Maich 20 

Overvaulting ambi- 

_ tIon, buying, selling, 

trading, sales and commission, 
and (xnsibly a riiange In your 
work schedule and style are the 
week's highlights. In romance, 
passion and sympathy could 
doud your judgement. But that's 
what being in love is all about. In 
finance, you could pick up a b»- 
gaifl, otherwise the week finds 
you negating. Work pressures 
might toll on your health, so keep 
evenings free. A journey at short 
notice IS likely. 
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■■ Mohan reports on th« 
Ififlrtt Merchants Cup 
Quiz hoM in Calcutta. 

"First, I must admit I had 
not attended ar^ quizzea In 
Caloutta before. I had taken 
in quizzes in and 
■iso seen cMz programmes 
on TV. However, the Oflic* 
er’a Choice quiz held at Ore 
Ciik^ Crld^ and Football 




by Cnrickshank truly 
bowled me over. It was more 
than a quiz—ittras two days 
of eniwwnment, show busi¬ 
ness and intellectual oailis- 
thenlca. CMzmaster Derek 
OBrien really pulled out ell 
the Stops and (as one news- 


today', i also had 
the opportunity of seeing the 
tegandaiy Nep O'Brien con- 
(wct two rounds Inbie Anal 
■B guest QM—the two stlr- 


CBS 



f 1th Oueeffon; In Indian history, what Is 
the signifleance of the names m Lt Bogg 
and 8gt Mai- Ihison? (Nlieeh Bhat> 
taeharya, Go 8.N. Bhirttaehaiire, Vlli. 
NabagrainiP.O. Agarpera, 24 hirganas, 





/mcxf 


A Tlehennwi’ on show atbte Offleer’e Choice quiz 


Ihft OfQtftiSSfS to' 
watei^eremore teams can 
quatify. This, of course, is not 
to detract from the pre- 


preliminary rounds which 
were equally Interesting, 
though written. 

"Evan some of my experi¬ 
enced friends In quizzing 
were quite delighted at the 
Innovations Introduced. The 
live round bears special 
mention: a man carrying a 
fish, popping a champagne 
botMe on stage, model In 


saree# and the highlight— 
teams being 8»ked to Iden- 

a flreworla which were set 
I'd never imagine quiz¬ 
zing could be taken to such 
high levels of showbiz and 
glRter. That is why I suppose 
Calcutta is known as the 
‘quizzing capital of India'. 

"In which other dty would 
you And office executtves 
who were clued up on every- 


Mutant 
was toe 


be kissed on a ground? 

(Ans: Abbas M Birig). They 
even knew what a (mm- 
pagne-beer cocktail was cal- 


M(aa(d( Velvet) and that 
Qovinda was calwd ‘the poor 
man's MKhun Chakraborw'. 

"After a long session of 
almost five hours of quizzing, 
eight teams made it to toe 
Anal. A motley crew: Ananda 
Bazar, Statesman and 
Sportswortd represented the 
journalist brigade; two ad 
agendas qualified. Slate's 
and Clarion. The other three 
Anallsts were Tata Tea, SAIL 
and Lovelock and Lewes. 

"The QM's prediction that 
‘Statesman are toe Arm 
favourites to win' turrwd out 


I (O t iiil-l t iT-1 i [1 Hil-vi 


Anished seventh). The SIs- 
ta's quartet, inspired by Ian 
Zachariah, won toe Arst 
Officer's Choice quiz and 
with A the grand prlze-^ur 
return tickets to Bangkok. 
Ananda Bazar were a distant 
second and Clarion third. 

The prizes were distributed 

a Mr Jolly Bhargava while 
’ Dilip Batra of Cruick- 
shank handed out toe audi¬ 
ence prizes. 

"As I mentioned earlier, 
this was toe Arst Calcutta 
quiz I attended. And If all 
quizzes in this city are like 
mis (I'm told. In fact, they 
are) then I'v^uM been M- 
ten-by the Quiz Bug.” 
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WHA DOTI “H«y, glv* m* • bnah," My« Santa, auiprlaad by 
iwhat ha aaaa. Draw oonnaoting llnaa 1 to 2 to 3, ale 


a MUttKV MATH' II you add one-quartar to ona-fhird ol 
thia number you will have to mora dtan ona-hatt tha 
numbai What number la thM7 

AwMi pul piipunM miQ 



CAN YOU THUST YOUR EYE87 Thera are at laaal tte dl»a^ 
aneaa m drawmg daiaHa taHwaan top and bottom panata How 
ouioMy can you laid thamf. Chadt ancwara wMh moaa baiow 


quipMy can you hnd tham», Chech anawara with moaa below 

iiiiaiMaaMauaieinitaM«K p duiMiuiai«aaa>iM s ppmui 
ariwy a janawanawi e raaetMatmeo l pmow at dan rag » NowaMwa 



SURE IHINQ DRAWINOI 
I hara era four paira ol gray aooka 
lout paira ol blue aocka and lour 
paira of brown aocka in a bureau 
drawer that la to any they are not 
arruiigad in matching sock pairs 
Now than tha room » dark and 
one cannot make out the coluura 
See It you can state within 30 
aacondN tha amallast number of 
aingla aocka that muat be drawn 
from tha drawer in order to anauia 
a same colour pair 
Ramamber tha parson drawing 
tha socks wans to ba aura thsy 
match 

inor <1 isquinu uinu.iuiw 


a KEV NOTE! SsnM (Mb 
made a note of aomothlng 
holiday ahoppora do In 
moro waya than ona. Can 
you road Santa'a writins? 
To do Bo, add and aubtraot 
words and lottara da Indl* 
oatad—eons minus ana 
plus harp plus oasa mlnua 
cap—to farm ona word 
that auma thinpa up. If 
naoaeaary, rearrange lat> 
tart 

iPaiSMj 



FUNSPOT 



DREAM ONI Will our young triand's dream come trua** Who can 
tay? Addthaaecolort: l—fM 2—U bhia 3~Yellow 4—li brown 
a—Ploah lonaa O—U. graon 7—CM brown a—Oh blue 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to paints ter using all lha 
latlera in the ward below to form 
Iwo complete wards 

SOCIABLE 


THEN scare 2 pelnit each «er ail 
wards of four tartars or mora 
found among die latfars 

Try It scare at laatl M pabift. 

diiHM •wiA uajAmmi mmmmu 





















































































































































































CANDID CAMERA 



Our good pr apple-pie darlin* of the courts is pregnant. Well, Chrissie 
Baby hiay not have b^n the best of ^ players, but she’s sure gonna make 
the most smashin’ mom of ^em all. And, man, you’re lookin’ at her now! 
Photograph by GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA 





















Wh«n it eom«s 
to comprosood air, 
tlio machining ind* 
uatry dapanda on 
Elgi. 

Aa do tha min¬ 
ing, tha patrolaum, 
tha automotiva, 
tha aaronautical 
and a hoat of othar 
induatriaa. 

Including aoma 
loading namaa like 
Tata, Raymonda, 
Voltaa. H.A.L. and 
L AT. 

Elgi’a raputa- 
tion for quality, 
flaxibility and an 
ability to tailor cua- 
tomiaad aolutiona 
ia probably tha 
raaaon for thia 
popularity. 

But you know 
tha boat way to 
find out for your- 

aalf. 

When 
you need 
compressed 
oir, whot you 
need is Elgi. 



FaturtlWf details. wnteloElgfEquIpnailllinHeHIndia House,Trichy Road. Coimbalor8-6410ia.Phone.30355,Gr»ms HYDRAULICS Telex 0855-22 ELGI IN Telelax (009t|«f2-345+f 
Or CaU: Ahmadaliad: Tels 409336. 409112 1 407563 Bingakm Teb: 576638 1 56758$ ffiwpal: TelS’ 564733 S 565560 Bodwy: Tels 4930163. 4930164 & 4948429 Bhubaneshwar: Tels 405004 8 406785 
Catculta: Tats 280425,287382 & 282029 Cochin; Tab: 360155 8 362443 HydanlMd; TeH 865850 6 867650 Jaipur: Tel 65012 Hadra: Teis’ 8250694 & 6250295 Madurw. Tels 31404 8 37651 Maw Delhi. 
Teb' 5437593 8 .5450095 Ranchi: Tri 301793 8 301463 Satan; Teb 7920 8 77437 DMrIbutors: Ludinow: Auto Service Equpment. Tab 247565 (OK) 249646 (%s) New Delhi: Auto Service Eqmpinenl. 
Tal:5752217 ltai(Mhl:SeiviceEauiDnierttCanioanv.TBb:331301183310473Piina:GBraiieEaui)inenbC()iiniatlon.Teb 655487 8 654291 






iresh And the walis^^tloney Uew. 

WKite,^ypress Green .^^avender Spray winkle. Golden Skower. Shades of romance. It was love at first 
sight. Now it^s a lasting affair. With Superlac. 




Shalimar Paints 


Mudra Cal.SP'690 
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Our Very Own 
Brilliant Minds 

Thanks so much for the 
detailed coverage of the 
Tata Institute of Fun¬ 
damental Research and its 
scientists (February 17). It 
made me feel that our be¬ 
loved motherland is one of 
the frontrunners in adv¬ 
anced research and tech¬ 
nologies. 

Public money is not for 
funding political parties, but 
for institutions such as 
these. At the same time, 
brain drain after so much of 
investment is the worst 
thing that can liappen. 
Abhijit Lahiri, 

Calcutta 

■ The story was superb. 
It gave us a chance to know 
more about the "interna¬ 
tionally renowned but pub¬ 
licity-shy” faculty members 
oftheTIFR. 

Kallol Basu, 

Sodepur (W.B.) 

■ The TIFR has become 
the cosy shelter of brilliant 
minds. The question is how 
many of us knew tliis till 
February 17? 

Sandeep Dasgupta 
Rourkela 

Last Hope 

Male dominated politics has 
brought ruin to our coun¬ 
try. Our last hope lies in 
women. Mamata Banetjee 
(The Challenge', March 
24) is a political prodigy 
bom to fight vandalism and 
assigned with the task of 
leading the country out of 
this total mess. 

In neighbouring Bang¬ 
ladesh, Mrs Khaleda Zia 
has succeeded in bringing 
back democracy. In Pakis¬ 
tan, Benazir Bhutto 
brought back democracy. 
Corazon Aquino liberal^ 
the Philippines from the 
clutches of Marcos. 

Mamata Banetjee is des¬ 
tined to release West Ben¬ 
gal from the clutches of the 
Marxists. 

Taj Singh Lakhmna, 

Patna 


■ What courage and deter- 
mination this Mamata 
Banetjee has! She prom¬ 
ises to be a great source of 
inspiratinti for the Indian 
woman. 

The firebrand politician 
has proved singlehandedly 
that the strength of political 
organisations are no con¬ 
sequence for an individual 
to rise above it and figlit 
alone. No intra-party poli¬ 
tics has been able to stop 
her from going ahead on 
the thorny path. 

Vikash Ranjan Nayak, 
Cuttack 

Shame on 

Today’s 

Cricketers! 

The coverage you gave the 
oldest living cricketer B. D. 
Deodhar (February 24), 
was very touching. One 
was, at the same time, 
deeply hurt when reading 
that the presentday cricke¬ 
ters did not bother to even 
wish him on his lOOth birth¬ 
day—it only shows them in 
bad light. 

Nilesh Bhattacharya, 

Agarpara (W.B.) 


■ It was wonderful to read 
the interview with Prof. 
Deodhar. How sad that the 
presentday cricketers did 
not have the courtesy to 
felicitate him on his lOUth 
birthday. 

Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ The piece on Prof. 
Deodhar was exceUenl. It 
was sad to read that perso¬ 
nalities from all over the 
world congratulated him on 
his KKIth birthday, but our 
own current cricketers 
jxThaps did not have the 
time to do so. This dis¬ 
graceful act of omission 
should make them hang 
their heads in shame. 

They must have been 
busy making money 
through their modelling 
and private columns and 
what not. Their thinking is, 
let us play the Deodhar 
Trophy and get paid for it 
instead of wasting time on 
wishing Wm. At least the 
Tendulkar family had some 
respect for the great man 
and cricketer. 

Sandeep Dasgupta, 
Rourkela 
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Mamata Banerjee: Charging the atmosphere 




Siddhartha Shankar Kay 
is back at the helm of affairs of 
the Congress(I) in West 
Bengal. Already, the effects 
are showing. Will the ray of 
hope turn into happy surislime? 


13 


■ A large number of 

hitherto unknown cures arc 
being found in the seas. A 
report. 


16 


■ And now, a boom 

in video news magazines. 
.Some are grxxi, some bad; but 
given Doordarshan's lack of 
enterprise, and the 
fast-forward to a brave new 
technological world, they are 
here to stay. 
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N ext itKmth, when West Bengal goes 
to the polls to elect 42 MPs and 294 
MLAs, voters wjU not merely be 
divided ovdt stabihty or values or, fur that 
matter, the Ram temple or job quotas 
The polarisation n already over 

On one side is the CPI(M) the oiga- 
BBsation that IS now itching to stalk the 
corrdws of power m New Delhi On the 
other IS the Congress(I) laid low in the 
state for the last 14 years I he foimer 
outfit IS represented by the 77 yeai old 
chief minister Jyoti Basu and the Con* 
gressd), having rem,uned faceless since 
Basu took over, has got a new piofile only 
recently Siddhartha Shankar Kay (70), 
state (^ongress(I) president and forme i 
Punjab governor, is the redisc overed face 
with which the party is going to the polls 
The fortliconung electoral b.ittlf has 
therefore boiled down to a chsh between 
two personalities of the (hief ministc r and 
his immediate predecessor It is Jvoli/wtiu 
versus Manuda 

Unlike other stitcs whi rc the 
Emergency did not take its toll on tiu vote 
banks of the Congress(l) W« st Bengal has 
hardly shown any inclination to condone 






the party’s misdeeds The it suits of sue 
cessive polls have proved that tne voters 
diSendiantment with it omewhat irre 
parable 

Having remained out of powci for 14 
long years, the party i, now ovtnun with 
prc^lems No wondei its bosse* m Delhi 
are always on the lookout loi siviouis 
The mantle lias fallen on many and Ajit 
PanjB Pranab Mukhente Pnya Kaiyan 
Das Munshi ind Abu Baikal Ataul tihani 
Khan Choudhury have ill tried their hand 
in improving the pt rfomi mcc of the Con 
gressd' at the hustings Without mucii 
success though 

And now the party high f omm nd has 
requisitioned the talc nt ot S S Kay to 
achieve what the jrcviouo state eongits 
sd) chiefs have failed to But u n the nt w 
PCCd) duel do it^ 

By making Ray the stale Congress(I) 
president on the evt of the Lok Sabhi and 
Assembly polls the party prt sident R ijiv 
(landhi his picked up the giuntict As the 
news of the change of guard pot lound 
political observers initially were sceptical 
too much nsk was in voiced m imposing a 
new leader on the beleagured generals of 
the party in West Bengal But tht removal 
of (jhani Khan Choudhury as the PCC (I) 
president proved that his boss was not 
afiraid of gambling 

Ray’s appointment is the PCC(l) chief is 
the third recent instance of Rajiv (tandhi s 
preference for a change He had earlier 
replaced Prodyut Guha the plodding state 
Youth Congress(I) president by Mamata 
Banerjee, the most aggiessive of all party 
leaders m the state nj^t now 1 hen the 
Chhatra Panshad(I) the organisation that 


Standing up to be counted 


Slowly, but firmly, 



renwint d headk ss for years on end got 
Its n< w chief m 1 apas Roy tormei party 
councillor and upcoming youth leader 
And then Ray 

I he new berth also marks a definite 
twist in Ray s career graph for with it he is 
back in the fold with a bang His nse to 
prominence with notoriety attached to it, 
was complete in the Emergency days 
when, ruling West Bengal as a medieval 
monarch he also came close to Indua 


Gandhi It wi< he who mitiited many nus 
chievou lucks of he I •> the clrnltingof the 
Iinergency diclii ition ind the Bill (cx 
tending the life of Paihiment ft on five to 
MX VC us) to name i couple 

1 hanks to the unirgciut of Smjiy 
Gandhi is the unci owned inoniich of In 
dia Riy found hmisill ui th« lunli Ihe 
(lost f mergemy jM nod saw him going into 
iiibern it ion as h( posit lont d hims< If 
igainst Indira (, indhi Out of th it <1« jei tioii 
w IS bom the C ongre ss(Sj and he made 
some unsucce sful alU mpts to be in com 
niand within the bleakiw ij party He wi> 
almost tekgated to oblivion I rom those 
days ol despiii to today ■> lime light is i 
long jouiney 

It was 1978 Siddhirthi Slnnkai Kav 
along with his wile Maya wa^ on his way 
to Jodhpur in connection with i court c isc 
1 h< (. ongre ss p irly liad split i tew month 
earher One group wis bi mg kd by Incliri 
Gandhi the other bv Biahuiananda Reddy 
Ray had decided to throw m his k t with 
Reddy Suddenly the couple saw the com 
mander of the aircraft coming out of the 
cockpit and walking towards them It took 
them some time btfon they realised thit 
the gentleman in the flit r s unifoi m w is 
none other than Kijn fiandhi Afti i i f< w 
mmutes of pobte c onversation Rain Ic ft 
bit Ray did not have tin sligliUst inkling 
that in a few years time- the Indiin Airlme'^ 
pilot would play a majoi role m his hk 

Despite ills attempts Rav could not 
return to mamstieam politic*' is long as 
Indira (landhi was alive In the 19«t Lok 
Sabha elertitm he tned to get a nomination 




■ . 's' 

, i*'' I '.I'JK . ' • ■ 

from the ConKress(I) for the DarjeelitiK 
seat But he was denied. He deckled to 
contest the election as an Independent 
candidate, but his endeavour failed, 
lliough he managed to poll over 80,000 
v.otes. he was defeated in a triangular 
contest. 

However, a few months later thtogs 
started changing for Kay. Interestingly, 
unlike the otfier leaders from West Ben¬ 
gal, like Pranab Mukherjee or Gham Klian 
Choudhury, who were known Indu^a loyal¬ 
ists and were sidelined after her death, 
Kay started staging a comeback only after 
R^iv Gandhi became the Prime Minister. 
In April 1985, he was asked to campaiipi 
for the party’s nominees in the Calcutta 
Municipal Corporation election. A few 
months later he was fielded by the party in 
the byelection for the Kolpur Lok Sabha 
seat ag^st the CPI(M) stalwart, Somnath 
Chatterjee. But, once again, he was defe¬ 
ated. 

A year later, Kay. who had returned to 
Calcutta after a court case in Allahabad, 
received a phone call from Kajiv Gandhi 
asking him to come and see him im¬ 
mediately. The next day he met the Prime 
Minister and was offered the Punjab gov¬ 
ernorship. "It is really interesting," recalls 
Kay, "that the day I was supposed to go to 
Chandigarh in connection with a court 
case, I was appointed the governor of 
Punjab." 

No one knows who really recommended 
his name for the governorship of Punjab. 
But his past record, controversial though, 
m tackling the Naxalite movement in Ben¬ 
gal, had definitely won him the posting to 
tackle the militants in that state. It was a 
new beginning in Kay’s political career. 
'Fhough there are many politicians who 
feel that he failed to bring about any im¬ 
provement either in the political scenario 
or in the law and order situation in the 
state, the Prime Minister was impressed. 

His gubernatorial appointment also gave 
him the chance to meet the PM frequently 
and discuss with him other important poli¬ 
tical developments in the country. "We 
spent many hours together in those days 
and that was the time when I got to know 
Rajiv Gandhi closely," says Ray. Not only 
was he impressed by the young PM's 
capability to work for long hours, but his 
ability to make quick decisions on impor¬ 
tant political issues also left a mark on him. 

Citing an example to drive his point 
home, Kay takes out a map of the Golden 
Temple complex and points how Rajiv 
Gandhi spent the entire night discussing 
the do’s and don ts during Operation Black 
'Thunder in May 1988. 

E ven while he was in Punjab. Ray kept 
in constant touch with the Cungressfl) 
leaders and other people in West Bengal. 
Bur. despite his keenness to return to the 






Maintaining a balance between feuding factions 


political field in his home state, he had to 
stay content in Punjab. 

In 1989, after the V.P. Singh govern¬ 
ment came to power, Ray knew his days in 
Punjab were numbered. And right enough, 
one of the first things that the new govern¬ 
ment did was to have him replaced by 
Nirnial Mukheijee. 

In 1990 he returned to West Bengal. 
But soon found that though a section of his 
partymen were in favour of his return, 
there were others, particularly the sup¬ 
porters of the then PCC(I) chief. Ghani 
Khan Choudhury, who tried to oppose his 
re-entry into state politics. Alter a brief 
tour of rural Bengal, when he tried to 
create a mass opinion against the Marxist 
rule, Ray withdrew from the political 
scene. 

But other important leaders of the party 
firom West Bengal, like Pranab Mukher¬ 
jee, Ajit Paula and Priya Raqjan Das Mun- 
shi, w^e now growing impatient with the 
present PCC(I) leadership and started lob¬ 
bying with the high command for a change 
in the state unit’s leadership. Despite tius 
Rajiv Gandhi was not too keen on bringing 


about a change for two reasons. 

First, he was still hopeful of the Leftists' 
support at the national level and did not 
attach too much importance to the party’s 
organisation in West Bengal. Secondly, 
Ghani Khan Choudhury was the only lead¬ 
er from the minority community who was a 
PCC(I) chief. 

However, things changed drastically 
once the Leftists clarified their position 
after the fall of the Chandra Shekhar gov¬ 
ernment in March this year. A few days 
earlier, Mahabir Prasad, the AICC general 
secretary in charge of West Beng^, was 
replaced by Rajendra Kumari Bajpai. 

On her return from the state she sug¬ 
gested that the state unit could be rejuven¬ 
ated if either Pranab MukheijiH? or Sid- 
dhartha Shankar Ray were made the 
PCC(l) diief. Even then Rajiv Gandhi hesi- 
tated. Supporters of Ghani Khan 
Choudhury tried to convince the hi^ com¬ 
mand that a change at this time could be 
suicidal for the paky. 

The state government’s decision to hdd 
the Assembly elections shnultaneousiy 
with the Lok Sabha polls, however, made 



Rqiv change his mind. Ray, who was in 
Singapore at that time, was asked to come 
to the capital immediately by the AICC 
president. Once he arrived in New Delhi, 
Riqiv Gandhi offered him the presidentship 
of West Bengal PCC(I). 

Asked why he decided to accept the 
post since he had categorically denied his 
interest in it only a few days earlier, Ray 
replied, "It is a bad trait in me that I like to 
accept a challenge." He adds, “I'm not 
promising anyone the moon, but 1 wish to 
put up a strong fi^it against the Marxists 
in West Bengal. 

R ay is now considered one of the 
closest politicians from West Bengal 
to Rtyiv Gandhi. The state Youth Congres- 
s(I) president, Mamata Baneijee, de> 
scribes hini as a "heavyweight" who just 
has to up the telephone to reach the 
AICC president. Other leaders of the 
state, Pranab Mukheijee or ^it Panja, all 
^ee to this and feel he is the only leader 
in the p^y in West Bengsd under whose 
' leadership the Congressd) could give a 
decent fight to the Left Front. 


nowever, many are scepncai aoour ms 
seriousness to return to state pditics. 
"How long win he spend in the state once 
the Congress(l) loses in the coming elec¬ 
tions?" they ask. But there are many 
others who feel that he has come to stay 
for good. If not in state politics, then 
perhaps at the Centre. 

Kay himself describes his relations with 
Rajiv as extremely good. "We understand 
each other quite well. He is a modem man 
with scientific and pro^essive ideas. In 
foct, I like him more than Indira Gandhi. 
He has some very precious human qual¬ 
ities.” 

Ray is reported to have told Rajiv once 
that he was really bothered about the stig¬ 
ma attached to him for his stand against 
Indira Gandhi in the late Seventies. 
Perhaps his decision to return to politics 
and help Rajiv Gandhi in coming back to 
power is his way of correcting his political 
record. 

Rajiv’s decision to make Ray the PCC(I) 
diief must have been prompted by his 
eagerness tq cash in on the latter’s image. 
True, the state Congressd) was badly in 
need of a personality to take on someone 
with the stature of Jyoti Basu. Except 
Ghgni Khan Choudhury, the other party 
leader who comes close to that level of 
political standing is Pranab Mukherjee. 


Kay was not only the state cluei minister 
during the troubled years of 1972-77, he 
also has an impressive lineage. 'ITie grand¬ 
son of Deshbandhu Chittaraqjan Das 
(Ray's mother was Apama Devi, Deshban- 
dhu's elder daughter), he is a barrister of 
repute. 

Interestingly, the asset of his image that 
the AiCC(I) president is banking on may 
turn out to be Kay’s biggest liability, too. 
He may be a doer—sort of trouble¬ 
shooter—to many, but in his case the 
image cuts both ways. It was during his 
stewardship that West Bengal witnessed 
an unprecedented scale of police repres¬ 
sion and brutality. Law and order was 
merely an euphemism for the reign of 
terror let loose by his cronies within the 
administration as well as the organisation. 
With his blessings grew up a special band 
of mastaans-turned-youth leaders who in¬ 
dulged in an oigy of violence to combat 
leftism of any sort in this state. His hench¬ 
men in the police administration organised 
nocturnal “encounters” to get rid of Naxa- 
lite youths lodced up in jails. The cold¬ 
blooded murders of college-going boys 
who were out to annihilate the establish¬ 
ment were preserved on celluloid by 
Utpalendu Chakraborty in his first film, 
Moina Tadanta (Post Mortem). To add to 
the dramatic element, the director (who 








It id d stmt ti) Ndxahsm himself) had a shot 
whirt the ihitf ministet (Ray himself on 
the scut n) was loolly watclang horse rat 
inK whik tiK streets were being stained 
with the blood of youths 

Hie Naxalites still view Ray as the ulti 
mate devil I hat is wh> they organised 
street corntr meetings with whatever lit 
lie might they (ould muster at Ilolpur 
when Ray contested the I ok Sabha 
byelection thete in 198') Ihty also sent 
contingents to Fui^ab to organist rallies as 
soon as Ray s name wa‘ announced as tht 
governor of the trouble torn state in 198b 
And tlK V have bet omt ictive again orga 
nising piotest rallies and distributing leaf 
lets to condemn his comeback 
Rut nothing could mate h the viruk nee of 
the attacks unleashed by the tuhng 
CPl(M) m the past h w weeks It (Ray s 
appointment as PeC I thieO indicates the 
mess that the Congress(I) is now 


O n MtB«h 23.1291, tarhen Sddtwr> 
thi 3hMiinf iRay wM MtpiXMMtd 
to come to the city amid rousing tocep^ 
txms for tus bei^ made the PCCtl) 
chiel one person waiting patiently at 
the party office at Hap Mohantnwd 
Mohsm Squaie for the leader was &uni> 
It Chatta^, a member of the Ray 
cabinet dunng 1272-77 and foaner par¬ 
ty MLA from Sun There was a stam 
pede mstde the PCC(I) president’s 
chamber as soon ss Ray entered jost¬ 
ling his way through its gate ButChat- 
taraj ettiowed out others to end»rate 
Ray Before others oouM push him 
asi^, he fii^d out a wntmg pad and 
hurriedly scribbled a few weieds on it 
’The pad, fre^ from the press, had 
Rw's name embossed cm it as die 
PCCfl) president As mquisttive news¬ 
men peeped over al those who encir¬ 
cled Ray to see what Chsttans had 
wntten, diey found an mterestmg sent¬ 
ence "BoiKhke samaar paauau deben 
(Please give my regards to your 
wife)" 



The goddess of power- Maya Ray 
bowing before lUiIi 

embroiled m, said J> oti Basu while rc ic t 
ing to the news from Delhi The people ot 
this, state know him too well to be duped 
again lie was in the Congr ss Hien he 
quit Only to join it again and to become a 
sycoplvint of Indii i Gandhi Then he quit 
agaui And started hut ling all sorts of 
charges against her He rejomed the Con 
grtss(l) at the end of a long spell dunng 
which he was. nowhete Now he has been 
made a leader again by a decree in the 
dead of night 

O n March 21 even before Ray landed 
at the Dum Dum airport amidst a 
rousmg reception by Congressd) suppor 
ters CPI(M) workers were organising ral 
lies to decry his return to West Bengal 
politics Btong microphones lined the 
Streets through which Rays moforcade 


One does not need m see her at 
work to vpreciato the importance of 
being Maya Ray (64), the lagh-profile 
wifo of Ray All ttiose who came close 
to the former duef mfoister dtomg his 
heydey m the Seventies—i»rty- 
wc^rs, bureaucrats and newsuttit— 
efrO lecoSect mUi contempt her hi|d)' 
hnidedness, She was more than an 
aide to her barnster-poiifrcian huiriiand 
Cntics used to biffieve tfort she poked 
her nose too mtfoh into the affianrs of 
her flamboyaig husband, often deciding 
who deserW to be his friends or foes 
That is why the news Of Ray’s new 
asstgnnwRt evoked suq^acion among 
die party leaders here. Was the Botidi 
too stai^ a omnebaefc ^g with 
Manui^lw 

.pStwi dtsfMsIle^ atispKson hi bar 

‘ Th« newsmen «4to Were 
‘ laigfottbistoRayathiB 
l ptfwi ttoniterniwit ai *he city beard 
4 upr ^ tbwwr 

tfmMKiif bwn. 


Ifow bad better unk me abbot tigaC^ ' 
tdie shot back. "Wby are yob aaMnd 
Manu> Let me make A dear that I ant 
not conteatmg any.dedfon this time. 

Maya Ray waa dected g C^bngreas 
MP m the 1972 byelection for toe 
Raigamij aeat whitii feD vacant that 
year. It was rumoured that Indira <Stai- 
dlu, wdio was duotned by Maya Ray, 
wanted her to be a Meidber d Parkh 
ment Would Rapv (^dhi have toe 
same dedre too* “My health wdl out 
parimt me too OMidi strain now,” she 
confides “I had to go through a sutgic- . 
ai operation hefow my right dun and A 
was done batRy 1 am sbll paying the 
{nice for it I cannot apeak for long at a 
stretch ‘Then there were toe years In 
Punjab. You know the pnfolema there 
Mami maisted cm visiting aO the spots 
that were witnessaig extremist kill¬ 
ings. Those were for-flung vdlages and . 
he would rush to toose places, often m 
jeeps How could I stay back when he 
was risking his hfe* 1 used to acetnn- 
panv him wherever he went Those 
tongndes have taken their tdi on me 

She used to repose her faith on 
(Soddess Kah for “protectmg Matiu” 
from all odds dunng those days and she 
tus not given up toe practice The first 
thing ste does m toe raornmg is to 
apenid “at least an hour” worshipjang 
the goddess of power “Manu's fomily 
worships Lord Knshna. but we are 
devotees of the Mother,” she 
observes Any discussion of her hand- 
smne husband can keep her engrossed 
for hours together Her memories are 
atiU as fr^ as ever about toose days 
m London when "Manu came to our 
house wAhm a few days of our first 
meet at a muncai and told my fotber 
that he warned to marry mb” Her 
father, Dr Kiran Chandra Bhat- 
taefaarya, was mqireased by the surtor 
of his 17'year-oid daughter who was 
Sbll a student of toe London School ot 
Metficme 

Is not toe chair of the WBPCCfD 
more comfortable than that of the Pun¬ 
jab governor* “Oh, no,” she otijecta, 
“toe (^Geers are there to do everyttung 
for the governor But for a KJCfl) 
chief ui a state kke West Bengal? 
Please do not ask me to comment ” 
Concerned at toe responsibility, she 
wanted to lend a belpmg hand to hm* 
husband m Calcutta "There were hun¬ 
dreds of peofile vdio wanted to meet 
bun and tdk separately,” toe says, 
“evmryone wanted a beket I fiiet 
started keepmg a dpaster so that they 
could meet hmt me after toe other, 
juat In toe 9nfer toat they came After 
aR wsr were ouming afl toe way frxm 
viagea. I am aorry, 1 cotdd not main- 
tmn toe order Pemie came and step¬ 
ped aMp hM rcKRb aa and when tow 
^yane^al to. Rwm my peevfohnare for 
Iwaat^toat 

R wto MA b mb 

nNMkto MavM toeir were tlitot 1 

VlSiSI I 

■emiii* fWMi ‘vK+*i**«w **# 







Waa to wend its way to the PCC(l) office at 
Hajj Mohammad Mohsin Square. The 
CPKM) youths were trying to highK^ the 
hew president’s track record as the state 
chief minister during 1972-77. 

Ganashakti, the CPM mouthpiece, has 
taken the no-holds-bared tirade to new 
heists by running a series of interviews of 
thok! hapless m^ers whose sons were 
butchered during those harrowing days in 
order to whip up ugly memories. It is also 
intended for the new voters lest they miss 
those gory details for having been bom 
later. 

Never before had the party daily been 
so naked in its aggression against a new 
PCCG) chief. Its outlandish journalistic en¬ 
terprise included publication of a Calcutta- 
datelined stopr in its March 30 issue. 
Headlined, Nilamc Siddhartha (Siddhartha 
on Auction), the report read, “The post of 
the PCC(I) president was on auction. The 
industrial (^oups of the Birlas and the 
Ambanis joined the bidding. It was learnt 
fi'ran one quarter that the Ambanis told the 
Congress(I) high command that if the 
funds for electioneering were disbursed 
through Pranab Mukehrjee, they would 
donate Rs 5 crore to the party funds. The 
Birlas promised Rs 6 crore if Ray was 
made the PCC(I) chief. The AICC(l) presi¬ 
dent, Rajiv Gandhi, was in a fix. Finally, 
four days later, he initialled the appoint¬ 
ment letter of Ray." 

Ganashakt/s penchant for anything anti- 
Siddhartha was also evident in its publica¬ 
tion of lengthy extracts from Siddhar- 
thashankar Siddhi O Nirvan (The Enlight¬ 
enment and Nirvana of Siddharthashank- 
ar). The work, authored by an investiga¬ 
tive journalist of the Anandabazar Patrika, 
is replete with spicy details of the esca¬ 
pades of Ray during his heyday, including 
his blueprint to rig the 1972 Assembly 
electkm in the state. The absolute mock¬ 
ery of the electoral process enacted on his 
diktat saw Jyoti Basu losing the Baranagar 
seat by 40,0(K) votes. The countings saw 
the strength of Basu’s party reduced to 
barely 14 MLAs—an all-time low in the 
state Assembly and the leftists chose to 
boycott the House 

No wonder the publication was a 
smashing hit during the fateful days of 
August 1977. The publishers had to go for 
eight reprints within three months of its 
release on the stands. While that credit 
goes to the tenacious journalist, 
Ganashakds excerpts were not out of any 
respect for the journalist’s calibre. Indeed, 
it was aimed at achieving an end by any 
means possible. How else can the 
CPl(M)'s mouthpiece go ga-ga over a pub¬ 
lication by a journalist from the Anandaba¬ 
zar Patt^, the daily that is the butt of all 
attacks by the party leaders at all meet¬ 
ings? 

The CPI(M)’s all-out campaign against 


Ray has raised many eyebrows. But the 
party is determined to continue it with full 
vigour. Says Sailen Dasgupta, state party 
secretary and l..eft Front chairman, “What 
is wrong in it? We think the people need to 
be reminded of ail his misdeeds in great 
detail. He has done so much harm to the 
state singlehandedly.” Ashok Ghosh, state 
secretary of the Forward Bloc, is even 
more aggressive. “I think a harsher cam¬ 
paign is needed,” he observes. "We con¬ 
sider him to be a jallad (executioner). It 
was he who organised wanton killings of 
youths and political leaders in West Ben- 
he who unleashed a Mafia R^ here. It 
is a disgrace to have him as the cifief of any 
party in this state, be it the Congress(I) or 
any other orgarusation. I am amazed at the 
rashness of Rajiv Gandhi to impose him as 
the PCC(I) chief. Has he gauged the feel¬ 
ings of the Muslims in this state after be 
dropped Ghani Khan Choudhury fr^ the 


post? After all, who is this grandson of 
Deshbandhu? Was it not he who epito¬ 
mised dictatorship in all his deeds? The 
nation might have got Emergency on June 
26, 1975, but thanks to him, we Bengalis 
went through it while he remained the 
chief minister,” 

G oing by the rabid reaction of Jyoti 
Basu and his'men, it seems that 
Rajiv Gandhi has partially achieved what 
he had in mind. He has scared Basu's 
party with his first trick. The blast of the 
CPl(M)’s blitzkrieg on him only goes to 
build up his image, llie ruling CPKM) may 
be reading too much into his prowess, 
generating a feeling among his followers 
^t he is the one who can catch the bullish 
CPKM) by its horns in West Bengal. 

Ray does face an uphill task. His party’s 
recent track record is dismal. It could 
return only 49 nominees in the 1982 
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CoiUMllng the vietinM of terrorlets In village Ratta Khuda, as Punjab governor 


Assembly election. The'figure came down 
to 40 in the 1987 polls. Although there 
were four party MPs after the 1980 Lt4c 
Sabha election, the s^pathy wave in 
favour of Rayiv Gandhi could return as 
many as 16 party candidates in the 1984 
general election. The figure was again 
whittled to a tmre four in the 1989 poUs. 

The party is in such a mess in the state 
that even a minor improvement in the 
p^omiance in the forthomiing Lok Sabha 
and Assembly polls would go to his credit 
But the CPI(M) is determined not to let 
him find it easy. Probably that is why he is 
keeping a low profile while planning his 
party’s strategy. 

He is even extra-reticent about the 
plethora of allegations made by the 
CPKM) against him. *T do not read yellow 
junk,” he told us when asked to comment 
on the Ganashakti story on his being a 
protege of the Birlas. “My only association 
with the industrialists is when they brief 
me after paying my fees," he says. "I am 
not answerable to any client for my poli¬ 
tics. Had it been so, I could not have 
been a party to coal or bank nationalisa¬ 
tion. My entire public career since 1956 is 
an open book. I am the last surviving 
member of B-C. Roy's cabinet. PrafuUa 
Chandra Sen, another member of Uiat 
cabinet, died only last year. Sometimes, 
specially wten I am alone, I think it is now 
my turn. So, please do not expect me to 
be bothered by all that crap.” 

Shrewd as he is, he has taken the 
personal attacks against him by the 


CPKM) leaders in his stride. “Please allow 
me my share of silence,” he comments. “I 
know far too many things about Jyoti Basu 
and company. 1 advise them not to force 
me to s^ the beans. Will it be nice if I 
divulge how from tius very bad man they 
had sought and got favours?" (His dig is 
too obvious. Everybody knows that Chan- 
dan Basu, the chief minister's son, vdio 
flunked in many an examination, got 
admission at a medical coUe^ ui Kashmir, 
courtesy his counselling with the former 
J&K chief minister. Dr Farooq ^xlullah.) 

Incidentally. Ray has as many critics 
within his own orpnisation as he has in 
the CPKM). That is why he was going out 
of his way to erase the differences pla¬ 
guing the party. He ri^tly assesses the 
mood of the Congress(l) supporters in 
West Bengal when he says, “Their first 
and foremost demand is that we act un¬ 
itedly. We should first honour their 
wishes.” 

It is with this low profile that he is 
bringing many factions closer. Ihiya Ran- 
jan Das Munshi who, during his tenure as 
the PCC(I) chief in 1987, had to witness 
the CongressfD's strength in the state 
Assembly slashed down to 40, feels that 
Ray’s taking over as the PCC(I) president 
has improved the party's prospers at the 
busting. “Manures image will definitely 
count,” he observes. "In 1987, we did not 
have any leader to project as Jyoti Basu’s 
alternative. We have that in Manu da now. ” 
Somen Mitra, PCC(I) general secretary in 
Ray’s committee and a follower of the 


former PCC(I) chief, Ghani Khan 
Choudhury, adds, “Let the CPKM) keep 
on its tirade against Manu da. The people 
of West Bengal know that after ail he is not 
corrupt. Can our CPKM) friends vouch¬ 
safe that for the father of Chandan Basu? 
Ganashakti may not like what 1 say, but it 
is a fact that the people of this state are 
now doubting the integrity of our very 
revered chief minister.” 

It is perhaps naive to believe that only a 
ray of hope is enough to see the party 
throu^ in the election in West Bengal. 
Standirig against each dream of the Con- 
gressd) is the organisational might of the 
CPKM). It is those nominees of thb party 
ranged against the heavyweights of the 
CPKM) who will realise that image and 
rhetorics are too weak ammunition to take 
on the CPKM), spedally in the villages. 

Abdul Mannan, president of the state 
Seva Dal, spoke his mind while trying hard 
to change the Assembly constituent firom 
where he would like to contest this time. 
“It is very difficult for our urban leaders to 
imagine ^e kind of rigging resorted to by 
the CPKM),” he told us. He contested the 
Arambagh seat in Hooghly and was defe¬ 
ated by about 13,000 votes by Uie 
CPKM). 

“We vnll produce surprising results if 
the CPKM) allows the elections to be firee 
and foir here,” says Ray, without specify¬ 
ing what the surprise would be tike. 
Periiaps he feels that the CPKM) will not 
spring the surprise (rigging) that he ex- 
p^s. ■ 




BELTOLA HOUSE 



mi 




The Beltola House (situated 
at 2, Beltola Road in the Bho- 
wanipore area of south Calcut¬ 
ta) is owned by the former 
West Bengal chief minister and 
Puiqab governor and present 
PCC(D chief and well-known 
barrister, Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray. This red-bricked building 
(whose construction began in 
1908-09 and was completed in 
1910-11) was originally owned 
by the late barrister Sir Asoka 
Roy. Roy, however, spent 
oily a couple of years in this 
house. Subsequently it was 
ocaipied by bister Sudhir 
Ray, father of Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray, as a tenant of 
Roy. Sudhir Ray married 
AfHzna Devi, elder dai^ter of 
I^shbandhu Chittaranjan Das 
whowasthenapromi^t fi¬ 
gure at the Calcutta Bar. Since 
then the Beltola House has 
been continuously occupied by 
die Ray family. Sddhartha 
Shankar purdiased this house 


about 30 years ago and since 
then has been using it as his 
residence-cum-chamber. 

The Beltola House is signi¬ 
ficant, bcth historically and 
politically. During the 1920s 
when C.R. Das gave up his 
practice and join^ the 
nationalist movement, this 
house was visited by luminar¬ 
ies like Vijayara^vacharyya, 
Saty^uithi. the Ali Brotliers, 
MotM Nehra, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Kamala Nehru, Sarojini 
Naidu and Lala Lajpat RaL 
ter donating his ancestral 
house at 144 Russa Road, 

C.R, Das stayed here for a few 
days. Even after his death it 
continued to be a place where 
Congress leaders held im^r- 
tant and ccmfidential meetings. 

It was here that Basanti Devi 
(wife of the Deshbandhu) play¬ 
ed the role of a mediator be¬ 
tween Subhas Bose and J.M. 
Sengupta. Others who 


quented this house in those 
days included H.S. Suhrawar- 
dy, Kiron Shankar Ray, Sarat 
l^se. Dr B.C. Roy, Nirmal 
Chandra Chunder, Nalini Ran- 
jan Sarkar, Fazlul Haque, 
Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad, 
Akram Khan and Rev. B.A. 
Nag. The Beltola House also 
granted shelter to freedom 
fighters and revolutionaries 
during the Independence 
Movement. 

In 1925, Mahatma Gancfiii 
came here in connection with 
die creation of a trust for 144 
Russa Road. He also stayed 
here in 1^ during the Harlan 
Movemoit aiKl addressed a 
large gathering on the lawns 
from the first-floor verandah. 
After Independence, it con¬ 
tinued to be a meeting place 
for politica] leaders lite Dr 
B.C. Roy, P.C. Sen, Bhupesh 
Gupta, Muza&r Ahmed, Syed 
Baddradtqa, Hemanta Basu, 

Dr P.C. (iboee. Dr Suresh 


Banerjee, Subodh Baneijee, 
Dr Kanai Bhattachary^ jatin 
Chakiaborty and Jyoti Basu. 

During die days of Sudhir Ray, 
literary personalities like Sunit 
Chattop^yay, Dinesh Sen, 
Tarashankar Bauidopadhyay, 
Girtja Shankar Roy 
Choudhury, Sajani Kanta Das 
and Dr Kha^n Mitter were 
regular visitors. Besides, 
Vaishnav scholars and even 
Uday Shankar frequented this 
place. Once during the 1930s, 
Rukmini Devi Anindale danced 
in the first-floor hall to the 
accompaniment of ^lama De¬ 
vi’s Raasleela songs and 
Nabadwip Brqadasi’s khoi. 

Although over 90 years old, 
die Beltala House, comprising 
over 20 rooms and outhouses, 
is in a fai^ good shape des|»te 
being built, as customary in 
those days, oiily with liim, 
sand and surld, with no cement 
at all. 
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RIES 

/M March/I April 70 

txpenses trips, lies, 

-secret connections 

and collaborations are the main 
trends of the week Your loved 
ones may suffer from ill-health 
In romance an old flame Is re¬ 
kindled Prepare for mt^or In¬ 
vestments Mid-week will be the 
best time to stake your claims 
There may be minor financial 
losses on prior speculation 

~7|^ AURUS 

I April 21 May 20 

* The mam trends of 
. . - -J the week are recov¬ 
ery, reunion, visits and giving 
gifts Legal settlements may go 
In your favour In romance, the 
ap^e of your eye returns from 
abroad An old fnondship grows 
into something more Regarding 
finance, those involved in legal 
tangles may be happily re¬ 
warded with a monetary settle¬ 
ment There may be news of In¬ 
crements or bonus 

EMINI 

Iw May 21 June 20 

There may be con- 

_frontations on the 

work frontier Expenses eat into 
your Income Travel may need 
some planning Romance prom¬ 
ises steady ^ng with no par 
ticular ups and downs In fi¬ 
nance help your fate by working 
In a positive and purposeful 
direction Business associates, 
financial partners or your boss 
may be in a mood to fire you 

^ ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 
^ The week will be hec- 

_ tic with hard work 

contacts, contracts, documents 
and Investments all combined In 
romance, men will find accept¬ 
ance from the opposite sax, but 
more luck Is In store for the 
ladies Finance promises good 
returns and lucrative oontracts 
Those in sales enjoy Increased 
profits Regarding health look 
after gums teeth and feel infec¬ 
tions 


■ . July 21 August 21 

Mantal relationships, 

_ travel job satisfaction 

and research characterise the 
week Soma soul searching will 
be inevitable as there may be a 
healed conflict with your spouse 
The eligible find the mid wa^ 
lucky for interesting meetings 
Do not be hasty regarding finan¬ 
cial matters There may be a 
slight danger of accidents for 
dnvers, cyclists or machine oper¬ 
ators 




IRGO 

W August 22 SspI 22 
* The week promises 

- awards, ceremonies 

and travel In romance a native 
ot a distant land attracts your 
fancy ^ lasting friendship and 
perhaps marriage is the likely re 
suit The purchase of gifts and 
clothing will cut Into your re¬ 
sources but you will not regret it 
as you are in for a happy round 
ot activity Regarding health, you 
will be fit as a fiddle 


BIRTHDAYS 


April 14 

The new moon helps you to take 
important deciaiona Ran well 
ahead tor any eventuality and 
success win be certain Hassles 
wHh supsitors «re possible A 
Job swlt^ is also on the cards 

April IS 

Moon sextHe Mars Bu^ng. sell¬ 
ing, purchasing, shopping and 
entertaining form the pentagon 
for you The impact on home, 
property and the domestic scene 
will be most pronounced There 
te a danger of talHng out with 
ttwae who really matter and that 
could hurt A littia guile Is neces- 
sarv 

April IS 

Verais sextHs duptter This sex- 
tlte assures you of wealth, Jour- 
ney. children, hobby and 
pemepaapeouii^ Butthetast 
menttoned le always tMty Your 
oomMRloeiton akHis wMi stand 
you in Cld^ tttaad, 

April iir 

Moon-V^ eot^wtoiien’ ewei* 

iini kit mHHl t ih wifri i ii i i 

pip. ChiMbiflh. roniehoe^ 


1 IBRA 

j Sopt 23 Ocl 22 
^ Success in enterpnse 

-and romance is des 

tined Also it is travel time Ex 
penses go up as visitors lovers 
md friends drop in Money will 
be showered upon you Health 
will improve as will your tern 
per The home front is complete 
ly activated Property transac 
tions and painting the house are 
likely Cultivate a new hobby and 
taka time off to relax 


fllma will take up your time This 
is a birthyear to step out In style 
and make the most of your good 
fortune 

April 18 

sextile Mercury As Mer¬ 
cury signifies travel, contracts, 
news, views, communioatton 
and trading, these aspects wilt 
naturally have an added signifi¬ 
cance Journey, ceremony, pub- 
Holty and happy events complete 
the picture Trust in God and 
faith in yourself should do the 
tnck 

April 19 

Moon sextile Sun Sports, pas¬ 
time, romanoe and high adven¬ 
ture faN In the orbit of thiSaMdlte 
You vnll move fast, win a pffza 
and be accepted by those wfw 
court! This Is a btithysar to fml 
secure Make your presanee Wt 
and start afrem 

April 20 

Moon opposition Urantia 
Neptune Ill-health and Mmlly 
problems could talw up your 
time and energy Butthwilsnoi 
the whole story As the mdon 
adao trinee Pfutp, toahs end 

funds wili b* «vaiiil^Mi}t>M<n 
tym maent that 

ha mifda Chani^ Oh (he aioi 
and hanw (lonp ayheeiteih 


CORPIO 

octas-Novas 
Stormy romantic 
scenes. Impulsive de¬ 
cisions and mounting axpsnaes 
dominate the week m romanoe, 
although your IntenUona may be 
good your actions towards the 
sweetheart of a friend may be 
wrongly interpreted Prepare for 
a lot of explaining Regarding 
financial matters, look before 
you leap A shift ot resktenoe or 
acquisition of property Increasee 
expenses Health wifl not pose 
any senous problems 

AGITTARiUS 

Nov 23—D «0 20 
A week of hectic but 
happy activity There 
will be business expansions and 
projact launching In financa, 
approach those who are In a 
position to help you Also play 
close attention to outstatlon de¬ 
velopments in your business 
Elderly people should take care 
of their health Problems of a 
cardiovascular or pulmonary na¬ 
ture may occur 

APRiCORN 

Dec 21 -Jan IS 

The week promises 
progress, negotia¬ 
tions trips and ties and also Im¬ 
migration Romance involves 
marriage proposals or an en¬ 
gagement for the eligible A 
romantic involvement with a 
foreigner is likely Money is well 
spent Any delay will prove cosi¬ 
ly Do not keep things un¬ 
attended Knees and the sto¬ 
mach may pose problems 
Travel is foretold Expect some 
opposition on the home front 

QUARIUS 

Jan 2C-Fat> 18 

The mam trends of 
the week are unex¬ 
pected visitors sudden travel, 
entertainment and a shift of resi¬ 
dence In romance, a young indi- 
viduai impresses you causing re¬ 
latives and friends to raise their 
eyebrows Allergies and eye in¬ 
fections may pester you for a 
weex There may be a new arriv¬ 
al >n the family 

iSCES 

Fab IS-March 20 
Loans, funds, deed* 
and property consti¬ 
tute the week Regarding ro¬ 
mance an outing or a picnic wW 
clinch ttie deal The unfOrgett- 
abla aroma of her perfume dla- 
tracts you In finance you are 
approached for a sizeabta loan. 
Health remains fine The home 
front IS favourably signlflad CM- 
drsn give you Joy 
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T ottering on the edge of a dock, 
biochemist Douglas Frasher dips a 
net into Vineyard Sound and scoops 
up an oozing mass of jellyfish. He gingerly 
nudges the blob, which is slightly smelly 
and looks like several spoonhils of clear 
.lell-(). 

"The uniqueness of this organism is 
very important to me," Frasher says. 
“ITie ocean provides completely different 
kinds of animals to work with.” 

Back in his lab at Woods Hole Oceanog¬ 
raphic Institution, Frasher cuts off the out¬ 
er ring of tentacles and places the jellyfish 
in a large freezer. Stored at minus 158 
Fahrenheit, the small, doughnut-shaped 
chunk of organic ice will wait to be de¬ 
frosted, ground into mush and launched in 
the war af^st human suffering. 

The ocean is yielding an increasing num¬ 
ber of previously unknown chemical com¬ 
pounds manufactured by animals such as 
jellyfish. Scientists hope that one day 
these substances may cure cancer; lung 
diseases, including asthma and 




emphysema; and inflammatory ailments 
such as arthribs and psoriasis. Some even 
hold out hope that an AIDS immunisation 
will emerge from the sea. 

“About half of all drugs known today are 
derived from plants or animals, including 
quinine, quinidine, digitalis, cortisone— 
even aspirin, which comes from tree 
bark.” says pharmacologist Robert Jacobs 
of the University of California at Santa 
Barbara. “But over the past 200 years 
we’ve not been able to study marine 
organisms systematically, the way we’ve 
studied terrestrial organisms. Now we 
have the technology to do it.” 

The bkxxi of horseshoe crabs has long 
been used in testing for the presence of 
disease in human cells. A number of drugs 
based on compounds found in marine anim¬ 
als already are available in pharmacies, 
including the anti-cancer agent cytarabine 
and the anti-viral agent vidarabine. Both 
were derived from sponges. 

Acyclovir, created from compounds 
found in Caribbean Sea creatures, has 


l^mtoates, «o nimed becauM 
outer oovuriaga resfO^; 
tuaica, have been fdoad Co 
coatate cbemiteid commit^ 
llurt Ctotroy cancer cclla. The 
dwnitcaia’prtmaiT Job la 
protectfog 
tbeanlnuIsfriHn 












Karan Thapar and (inset) Shobhana Bhartia of HTV: Eyeing the market 


T he video seene is hottinK up. Quite I 
literally. No longer is home enter¬ 
tainment synonymous with war and 
romani-e flitks troni Hollywood or the < 
merry-Ko-round movies Irom Rixid old 1 
Bombay. Now there is a virtual news- ; 
masazine boom on video, witb the ' 
omnipresent cassettes tryinK to shoulder < 
one another out and enter middU' class i 
homes to satisfy tlieir lust for information i 
and entertainment. < 

Be It the horror of Meliam, Mandat or t 
Maridir - which Doordarshan would not ( 
deem fit to cover---oi the inaKic of i 
Madhun -which the movie video rriaga I 
ziiies are already doing to death - the tajie i 
unfolds It all. The antics ot that ultimate 
maverick, Subramanian Swamy, is as s 
much grist to the video mill as the deadpan c 
expression of Kajiv (iandhi when reminded z 
of his reputation of being “kaan k;i kutch<r g 
(gullible) or Chandra Shekhar flying off ? 
the hiindle when asked about his unkempt 2 
appearance even as IVime Mini.ster. The a. 
video newsmagazines have it all. 

,‘\nd lor those who have no taste for’ 
jxilitics. there are sp<*cial p<'rtormances of 
classical inaestros or the Grammy awards 
brought alive—and if that, too, bores 
them, thev can last-foi’ward to fashion 
model Feroze Gujral in a tete-a-tete w'lth 
her fans! 

Trying to captuie a market ol '.12 lakh 
video-owning homes in the country is an 
evergrowing list of video newsmagazines: 
tye Wi(iici,s. Iiidinvicw. Observer .Veivs 
CVian/ie/, Kaalchdkra. Business Plus. Boo 
Malai, Newstrark. and God knows how 
many more. While Ncwstrack, belonging 
to TV Today, a division of Living Media, 
arrived some two and a half years ago, 
now every big and small fry in the print 
medium has jumped into the fray. Evklent- 
ly, the lure lias been lound to be lucrative 
and with the technological advance coming 
in, this new monster is here to stay. 

Those who aren’t part of the herd yet 
aie planning bigger things: .A big newspap¬ 
er group is trying to get .satellite space so 
that it can begin telecasting programmes 
from neighbouring shores for Indian 


homes to catch with dish antennas. 

Whatever led to the creation of the 
video newsmagazine? Some four years ago 
even the blind could see that the informa¬ 
tion revolution was knocking at the doors 
and the people in India were craving for 
visual news more hnd more, but the gov¬ 
ernment remained as unrelenting and in¬ 
different as ever. Doordarshan, the official 
medium had a brief affair with perestroika 
during the Kajiv reign, and then returned 
to its old idiot-box ways. If was a signal for 
the enterprising Indian media minds to 
come out with the first newsmagazine on 
tape in .Ncwstrack. "Doordarshan is the 
raison d'etre (or the video newsmaga- 


y^^UGHT 


.zines,” says Shashi Kumar of PTl Televi¬ 
sion, which produces tw'o regional video 
newsmagazines. 

Many more have taken the cue since 
and, as is usually the case, some of them 
are good, some bad and some in-between. 
But with this mixed quality, they are col¬ 
lectively doing a far better job than Door¬ 
darshan in providing information and en¬ 
tertainment in the limited time of 60-90 
minutes, mostly per month. Ixiok at Eye 
Witness brought out by Hindustan Times 
Television (HTV) or the Dalmia-owned 
ITV’s Indiaview. They try to provide a 
neat package of vaned items in their one- 
hour show which the normal television 
channel should be cov^ing in the day. 


With Doordarshan’s 




the £ast-forwarcJ to a 


brave new technological 


world, the video 


magazines are here to 


stay. Seema Paul gives an 


overview 
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There are Jwrd news features, some lij^t 
stuff, an interview with a sports star, a 
musical show, a small chunk of culture— 
everything a complete newsmagazine in 
print would have. Eye Witness, whose 
inaugui-al issue is out now, scores with its 
slicimess whiie Indiaview has pienty of 
depth. Doordarshan, on the other liand, 
has none of these qualities even if it flat¬ 
ters to deceive at times. 

Politics is Newstmck's speciality. With 
two and htilf years behind it, it remains the 
big daddy in the market. No amount of 
newprint could have brought home the 
ghastliness of the violence and boothcap¬ 
turing as vividly as that powerful footage of 
Newstrack did. 

Ncwstrack made headlines once again 
with its contioveisial coverage of the 
Mandal violence in the capital. While Door¬ 
darshan had ignored the vouth hystena 
against the decision to implement the 
Mandal Commission report, Newstrack 
went to the other extreme. It took a 
strong anti-Mandal editonal line and in the 
process totally ignored the muted voice of 
thousands of pro-.Mandalites in its cover¬ 
age. But many were thrilled that the 
medium had at least exposed Doordat- 
shan’s pretence that there was nothing 
wrong or newsworthy happening in Delhi 
at the time. Net everybody condoned its 
coverage and its admirers also conceded 


Vinod Dua and his ONCteam: Room for all 


that Newstiack had become rather emo¬ 
tional, but Udter a ll.iwed democracy than 
no democracy at all! 

There are also some speciahsed video 
newsmagazines like /'oo Malat in Tamil 
and Chitraiyali in Malayalain which were 
bound to sell well as both Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala are states that liave a high density 
of foreign-returned Indians who brought 
bark VCRs and VCPs. There is also Kapil 
Dev's Sixwts Channel with Tiger Pataudi 
as presenter which is trying to capture a 
■super elite inaiket rather than merely ca- 
tel to the interests of genuine sports lov¬ 
ers. For the business community there is 
Business Plus from Times TV. which has 


Some of the video new.smagazines that have hit the market 






Indiavp 

Indiovk 

indiavfc 


now com<‘ out with People Plus lor the 
.socialites; for Hindi films buffs there are 
many to choose Irom with the market, the 
leader being I.ehren. 

T he limn- the merrier, one might say, 
but a iX'rtinent question is: Can the 
markel sustain them all? "Yes,” says 
Viiiod Dua ol Obsetvet News Channel. 
“There's room lor all." PTI TV’s .Shashi 
Kumar points out that one has to sell only 
2,01)1) copies to recoup the costs of inaKliig 
one issue and any sales over and above 
that are profits lot the company. With 
ne.'irly .'12 lakh homes in the country own¬ 
ing videos. It's really a fraction of the 
markel that ea'-h one of the newsmaga¬ 
zines i.s trying to capture. 

Besides, each magazine has its own 
strategy for success. While Newstrack 
seems to be catenng to the news-reading 
executives, ITV's Indiaview is trying to 
appeal to the entire family by providing 
something for everybinly, and it has a 
chatty anchor in Deepa Nayyar. Better 
still, it IS backed by a marketing strategy 
which should give it a headstart over the 
rest. 

While Newstrack believes in only direct 
subscription, HTV chose to sell through a 
distributor and Ohsener News Channel 
does both, Indiaview is one up on Ihern all. 
Instead of charging anywhere between Rs 
11)0 to Rs IfiO for each issue like every¬ 
body else, they offer tree home delivery 
every fortnight for six months at a reason¬ 
able charge ol Rs 90. The subscriber can 
keep the cassette for dH hours alter which 
the agent will collect. The affordability and 
the subscriber not being burdened with a 
cassette permanently has enlarged its 
market. 

ITiere is something more hapfx'timg on 
the video scene that makes all these maga¬ 
zines nurse a lot of hope, and that is the 
spread of cable TV networks in India. In 
Bombay alone, there are 50 lakh subscri¬ 
bers of the cable networks and it is 
spreading fast. At least 1,(K)0 networks 
are said to be operating ui south Delhi 
alone. "Cable netwoiks, ” says Vineet 
Narayan of Kaathakra. “cannot provide 
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W hile newspuperi do nut have to 
■tubmit themselves to i ensorship 
by the government video newsnuga 
zmes m the cuuntr> lia ve to be i ertil^ 
by the tensor bc^d before release 
The reason is the archaic law requiring 
everything cm him whither news or 
entertainment to be censored before 
being released tor public consumption 
Already video newsmagazines have 
locked horns with the censor board 
because they felt that the cuts the 
board tned to impose were uiqustiiied 
and meaningless 

The video magazuies argue that they 
are nothing but news on film and are in 
no way difierent from news on paper 
and should, therefore not have to 
undergo censorship After stubbornly 
refusing for two years to recognise 
that time was a problem, the ministry 
of information and broadcasting has at 
last started givuig the problem some 
attention It recently mvited the pro¬ 
ducers of ad the video newsmagazmes 
for a discussion But it is not known 
how long It will be before video maga 
zmes are taken out of the purview of 
the censorship Act Till then, the 
magazines will have to face the censor 
bo^ and its senseless cuts 

Only recently, the censor board 
edited out Ganclhgi hunself During a 
discussion on the Ayodhya issue m 
KaaJcAakra, Riyeev Vora, a Gandhian 
c|uoted Gandhgi as havmg said that 
secularism was synonymous with the 
devil Vora went on to say that the 
numdir masjtd problem could be solved 
by religious people and not by those 
called themselves secular iht 
cmisor board said that Gandhqi s views 
were an insult to the Constitution 
Kaakhakra later proved to the censor 
board that the word used in the Hmdi 
version of the Constitution is not 
dbam nirpekshta (seculansm) but 
pmth itupekJita (equalitv of communi¬ 
ties) 

In Induvww'iy story on Kashnur, the 
censor board edited out a portion of the 
senpt which asenbed the cnes of Aradi 
to 44 years of corruption and nepot 
ism nggnig and gross neglect by the 
Centre' while it let the Centre s Kash 
nut polity be blamed tor fuelling mill 
tancy in the state 

buch senseless editmg may not help 
the censor board s reputation but the 


video newsmagazmes have also not 
distmguished themselves by showing 
frequent disregard tor common jouma 
listic ethics The magazines have often 
kept the cameras on when off the 
record mterviews are bemg given by 
people and then used them in the 
story 

Only recently KdahJiakra went to 
Janata Dal leader Ajit Singhs wife 
Radhika Singh who was uiidergomg 
'treatment for depressive paranoia m a 
nursing home, and after shooting her 
with hidden cameras reported that she 
had complamed about maltreatment 
from her husband Radhika s voice was 
barely audible but the leporter dc 
fend^ herself saymg that smee she 
had not taken permission to mterview 
her she could not put the microphone 
m front of her 

Some pertment questions have been 
raised Is it tair to mterview anyone 
withcHit his/her permission’ More so 
when the person is suffering from de 
pressive paranoia m which state she is 
bound to fear that others are out to kill 
her’ Wasnt the doctor’s permission 
called for before Radhika Smf^ was 
approached by the mterviewer’ And 
can a reporter force the viewers to 
believe v^t she claims Radhika told 
her’ 

In the US, the law forbids people 
from entering others homes and even 
if an mterview is bemg conducted cm 
phone permission is required before 
taperecordmg it 

Unfortunately even Newstrack 
which claims to have greater credibility 
than aU the other video newsmaga¬ 
zmes did not distinguish itself with its 
c overage of the anti Mandal agication m 
Delhi Not only did the views of pro 
Mandalites not find any place m the 
story 99 per cent of the foota^ was 
from Delhi while the senpt claimed diat 
then team of cameramen and reporters 
had fanned out throughout the country 
to covet the agitation Newstrack vir 
tually glonfied the several young boys 
in Delhi who had attempted self- 
immcHation when several other forms 
of protest weie open to ttem If Door- 
darshan had shown similar fexitage and 
adopted the same editorial Ime there 
IS no doubt that many more young boys 
and girls would have destroyed them- 
sehes needlessly 


the subscribers a diet of only Hindi 
movies I here has got to be some vanety 
and newsmagazmes will provide that He 
IS confident that with the spread of cable 
networks the market for video magazine ■. 
will expand dramatically and they will all do 
very well 

One of the biggest bexms for the video 
magazme companies will be that pirat y will 
be checked At present video libruits 
make illegal copies of the original cassettes 
and hire out to the customers Once cable 
networks spreid the marketmg people 
will Isn t to deal wath fewer heads as cable 
networks have a wnder coverage than the 
libraries More important marketmg de 
IMrtments ran create their own network of 
people m colonic > to intoim them if their 
magazme ic being shown and they can 
' lossc heck with subscribers on their list to 
find out if illegal copies art being shown 

What do these expansion ol networks 
and proliferation ot video newsmagazines 
pomt to’ I hat we ire m the nudst of an 
mlormatiun revolution 
And no government 
can check this 
People liave (he 
technology and will 
use it to inform and 
tntertam 

DcHirdarshaii can sit 
ostrich like but lor 
how long ^ 

Prtssuie will soon 
begin to mount on it Vivek Sengupta 
when more and more ipy Smart strata 
people be gm dis 

eaidmg DcKirdarshm and turn to other 
channels of mformation and entertainment 

During the tiulf war we saw people 
bwntching to Cable News Network (CNN) 
to get the latest information One might 
well tall the CNN coveiage American 
propaganda but people wanted news and 
wanted it fast And so much the better if 
they could see the war with their own 
eyes 1 he best way to counter the prop 
agandi is not to prevent it or control it 
(which you cant do m any case) but to 
flee Doordarshan of all governmental 
sliackles so that it c m provide an attrac 
tivc alternative for the people 

That s exactly what these video news 
magazines are waiting fot Many of the big 
meclia giants who have mvested in video 
magazines are markuig tine till Dorrdar 
shm gets pnvatised < r they ate able to 
buy satellit e- time direc tly If and when that 
happens they tee' they will have oetter 
c laims to m ikt a bid fot c haimels or buying 
time on television because of their track 
record 

Some leel that this is bound to happen 
sooner than later Otheis are not tcxi sure 
Rut happen it will certamlv Phere is no 
stopping the wmds of change ■ 






511 oz 


1 tsp 


1 tsp 


1 tbsp 


1 tsp 



12 fresh Oxford sausages, or any 
spiced sausage, wurst 
continental style 


150 ml cooking oN, except oKve 
(In this dish good lard 
will also work) 


150 ml water 


einge-fry meeala 


2.75 g cumin powder 


2g coriander powder 


6g chilli powder 


3.5 g turmeric powder 


folioW'Up masala 


capsicums, finely chopped 


onions, finely chopped 


tomatoes, finely chopped 


t 

<1: 


1 tsp 


1 tsp 


1 tbsp 
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Single boil sausages, drain through a 
colander and cut into three pieces. 

Take a saucepan and bring oil or laid to 
smoking. Add the smge-fry masab, adding 
turmeric last of all. When it stops splutter- 
ing add the Mow-up masala and stir by 


11^ 

5g 

garlic paste 

1 tsp 

lioz 

40g 

pearl onions 

i-cup 

1 tsp 

5g 

salt, to taste 

1 tsp 


durlng-cooklng masala 


2 bay leaves (fcjjfpai) 


.75 g nutmeg, grated 


2.5 g amchoor 


garnish masala 


2g green coriander, scissor-cut 


green chillies, sdssor-cut 



1 tbsp 


3 



for 5-10 minutes till the ingredients are 
soft and brownish. 

Add the sausages and stir fry. Mix them 
well with the ingredients in the pan. Add 
one cup of water and simmer for 5-7 mi¬ 
nutes. Add the during-cooking masab and 
simmer for another 5 minutes. Transfer to 
a servoig dish and top it with the garnish 
masab. Serve immediately. Goes well 
with noodles or plain boiled flufh' rice. 

From Carry Carry Curry 
by Raajit Ral; 
published by Penguin India 

































iM ! 4 fv''..>N 1 4 T! Ji ■) 14 VVf i ) 1 ■' ' ni,444 1 >' >44 ' 4 -,a 7 'ji;- 


70AYS 



REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Dogt Ontnl (Btntinik Strtcl 
2K1917) Idlkit. Show lli)us« 
(Shibdas BItadun Strn t V^22/0) 
Kalika (Saduianda Rtiid 47MI41) 

Mithun (hakialKntv uid Audi 
art th< l< id pm in this lilin 
(hreited bv A Murali Molian K lo 
Ihe niusu is by K 1> Bin in in 

• Dughman Dctta (ipera 
(Ltnin Sir nil 7441849) Li m 
(.Atharyi Jigidisli Ihindra Bust 
Ro id M9828) Fr ibh it (t hittai 
anjin Am nut i9(l7b^) Mitra 
(Bidhan Saiani ’iSlIH) (lantsh 
(Upper Chitput Hold 492750) 
Priya (Kashbthaii Avtnut 
4(>44)0) Ji^at (Athar)-! IVaiuUi 


ChandraRiiad ibSlOH) 

A him by Anil (iinRuK stirnng 
Dhanntndri Aditva Pintholi 
Uimpit Kipidii Sonini ind 
Sadashit Amiapurkai I hi musK 
IS bv Kappi Lahin 

• Hatyarin (A) Hmd (Cinish 
Chindri Avinui 2/4259) Kush 
ni (I C Dutta Street 2504 57) 
I’limisri ( (Ra) i Raj Kissin Stiitt 
5540 5 5) 

A murder mysttiy starring 
Deipak P.u'asliai Amita Nangia 
Sti I'rada Jamuna and Riza 
Muiad I hi Sim is directed by 
Vmod I alwar and the music is by 
Nitfsh Sharnia 

• Kigga Pahli Raat Ka (A) 

Society (Corporation I’laco 
241002) -4 shows 
An adult entertainc r 

• Paap Ki Aandhi Metro 
(Chownnghec Road 280141) 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road 2422t)h) Srt e (Bidhan Sara 
ni 551515) (trail (MahatmaGan 
dhi Road J<)1()9()) Indira (Indi i 
Roy Road 4717 >7) 

Ihrtitid by Mchul Kumar and 
with inusu bv I axmikant l*yirelal 


the duel attractions of this 61m arc 
Dharinendra Aditya Pancholi 
Faiha and Shakti Kapoot 
• Sanam Bewafa Lotus (S N 
Binioci Road 24^h(>4) 12 J 6 
9 

A box oflKi hit this 61m on 
teenage love stais Salman Khan 
and Chandni It is directed by 
Sa<iwan Kuinai and the music is by 
Mahesh Kishoi 


Bengali Films 


• Ananda Uttara (Bidhan Saram 
5522(X)) Ptirabi (Maliatm? (>andhi 
Road 450680) Uijalc (Russa 
Road 4/8 (j 66)—3 shows 

Direitcd by Kumar Swapan 
who also stars along with 
Rinushwaii Anupama (hatter 
jet Kali Bancrjte Anil t liatteijee 
and Joy Sengupta The music is by 
A)oy Kumar and Y S Mulki 

• Beder Meye Joana Rujibaro 
(Bidhan Sarani 554415) Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road 459561) 
Bharati (S P Mukherjec Road 
4/4()8b) 1 4 7 

One of the recent big hits this 


Bangladesh production stars Chir 
anjeet and Anju (>hosh Others in 
the cast are Saifuddm Dildar 
Nasir Khan Abbas Soma Anami 
ka Subbendu Amamath and Bui 
bul The film is directed bv 
Matiyur Rthmin Pinu and the 
music IS by Abu I iher 

• Bidhir Bidhan Uarpana 
(Bidhan Sarani 558080) Puma 
(S P Muklieijee KcMd 474567) — 
2 30 5 30 8 15 Prachi(AJC rtost 
Road 271282) 2 5 7 45 

Arun (jovil Satabdi Roy Ranjit 
Mulhck Sumitra Mukheiyee B' 
joy Mahanty Mohan (hot 
Sangeeta Das Papia Adhikan anJ 
Tapas Paul comprise the main 
cast The film is directed bv 
Moh limned Mohsm and the musis 
IS by Akshay Mohantv 

• Mahaprithivi Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani 562753) Bijoh (S P 
Mukherjei Road 474462) Lhha 
bighsr (Mahatma Gandhi Road 
4 >2740)- 4 5 45 8 15 

A Mruidl Sei film stanmg Vie 
torBancijee Souniiti i Chsttenee 
Geela Sen Anjin Dull Anusua 
Majumdar and Apama Sen 



Danny De Vito and Kathleen Turner in The War of the Roses 








S|>,', l.ll I \ i ni'- 


14 Ai^: 10 am 

Manipuri Nutanala^ presents 
a iecture-deitionstration on tJw 
Maiupuzi Nartan by Guru Bipin 
Singh on the occasion of the 
Cbdrauba Festivai. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street; 225215/3516). 

15 A|»il: 6.30 pm 

Kalaniandalam, Calcutta pre¬ 
sents the Arangetram ceremony of 
and Bharata Natyam recital by 
Madhuboni Chatterjee, disciple of 
Thankamanikutty. 



Madhuboni Chatterjee 


At G.D. Birla Sabhagar 
(Queens Park; 479717). 



A scene from the play, Lok-Katka 


16 April onwards: 2 pm - 7 
pm 

The 37th International Calendar 
Exhibitkm, tiU April 22. 

At Academy ot Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 264302). 

18 April: 6.30 pm 

To mark the centenary of the 
(^cutta University Institute. Pan- 
cham Vaidic presents Saok Mitra's 
Naathabati Anaathabat. 

At University Institute (Hankim 
Chatterjee Street; 315214). 

19 April: 6.30 pm 

Ot^A Alumni India and Tarang 
present a cultural programme 
featuring Uppa songs by filmmaker 
Utpalendu (^hakraborty, ciassif^l 



Mamnta Mitm 


vocal by Mamata Mitra and recita¬ 
tion by Soumitra Chatterjee. 

At Kala Mandir [Basement] 
(Shakespeare Saram; 449086). 

20 April: 6.30 pm 

Sanskiiti Sagar presents aii 
evening of bhajans by Kishori 


Amonkar. 

At G.D. Birla Sabhdgsjt' 
20 April; 6J0 pm 

Layavinyas~-a presentation ol'f 
melody and rhythm in the Crmtttie 
style with seven instrumeats,' 
organised by Padatik Muric Cirde. ‘ 
At Padatik Little Theatre (Off 
AIC Bose Road; 476087). 

20 April: 6J0 pm 

Anamika presents the Hbnlt 
comedy play, Bari Buifi, based W 
Badal Sircar's original BeMsij 
scrgit and translated by Dr 
tibha Agarwal. Directed by Bfani^;^' 
Lath, the cast includes Vinita Rof' 
Bin, Ajay Chatturwedi, Yog^'^ 
Sun, Anna Bhattacharya, laiimd.;' 
Prasad, Ajay Mishra, Dinesfc. 
Thakkar and Aditi Sircar. 

At Kala Mandir (BaaementJ;. 
20 April onwards: 6.30 pm ’ , 
Rangakarmee presents a three- 
day festival of its award-winning 
Hindi plays, Mahabhti} on 20th, 
Lok-Katha on 21st and HoU on 
22nd, all directed by Usha CanguN. 

At Sisir Mancha (1 AIC Bose 
Road). 


Pl.'lIU'S 


NOTE: All arriwal Mid ttofMHtiira tiniM tor Cateutta. FlflurM In brvelwts 

danotatha daya. 1 baing Monday. 


Intcrniidoiuil 


Cnieiitip-Bombny-London-Now 
York: Dop. (2): AI-IOI ri 0230. 
Bombay-Cs1eutta*Bangkok> 
Tol^: Arr. (5): Al-30e at 1915; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 2020. ' 
TokyO'Bangkok-Calcutta* 
Bombay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 1910; 
Oep. (6); AI-309 at 2025. 
LoM^Dalhi-Calcutta: Arr. (7): 
AI-132/132B at 1230. 

* Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1525. 

* Caleutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 
Dap.(4):SU-S38at 1725. 

* MoaoowTaahkanf-Karachl* 
(Moutta-Hanol: Arr. (2): SU-541 
at 0640; Dep. (2): SU-541 at 07SO. 

* Hanol-Caleutta-Karachl- 
TaahkanMMoacow: Arr. (2); SU- 
542 at 1615; Dep. (2): SU-S42 at 
1815. 

Amman-Calcutia: Arr. (4); RJ-184 
at 0645. 

Cateutta-Amman: Dep (5); RJ- 
185 at 0530. 

-i^Bucharaat-Calcutta-Banofcok: 

Arr. (1): RO-063 at 1115, Arr. (6): 
ROOeS at 1045, Oep. (1); RO-063 
at 1230. Dep. (6): RO-063 at 1200. 
+ Bangkok-Caleutta-Bueharast; 
Arr. (1, 6): RO-064 at 2015. Oep. 
<1, 6): R(>064 at 2130. 


IC-731 at 0900; Dep. (1,3,6): TG- 
314 at 1355. 

Bangfcok-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 4, 7); 
IC-732 at 1500; Arr. (1. 3, 6). TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2,4, 
7): IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1, 5); 
RA-214at1456 

Kathmandu-Caleuita: Arr. (2, 4. 
.7): I&748 at 1930; Arr. (1. 5); RA- 
213 at 1355. 

Calcutte-Dhaka: Dap. (3. 6): IC- 

723 at 1340, Dep. (daily): BG-092 
at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (3, 6); IC- 

724 at 1600, Arr. (daily): BG-091 at 
1140 and BG-093 at 1855. 
CalGUtta-Chmagong; Dep. (2,5); 
BG-69B at 1950. 

ChKlagong-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 5): 
80-697 at 1910. 

Catcutta-Paro: Dep. (2); KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2): KB-105 at 0800. 


Domestic 


Calciitla-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
‘101 at 0230. 

DalhKalciitta: Arr. (1): AI-132S 
at 1230. 


Caleima-Bhigapore: Dap. (2). 
80-416 ai 1130 and Dap. (4); SQ- 
420 at 1310. 

BIwgapom CalauBa; Arr. (2): SO- 
416 M1^ and Arr. (4): SO-420 at 
1210. 

eptouRa-Bangkok: Dap. (2.4,7): 


Calcutla-Oalhl: Dep. (dally): IC- 
402 at 1730 and tC-263 at 0700; 
Arr. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and \C- 
264 at ihs. 

Catcutte-Bombay: Dap. (daih): 
10273 at 2000 ancfiC-176 ai0650; 
Arr. (daily): 10175 « 0750 and lO 


Printed here is the reguler indien Airlines schedule. This 
Is, however, subject to chenge. Peesenger* ere edvieed 
to keep trsck of snnouncemente made by Indian Airline* 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (cHy ottlee) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 282548, 282657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433. 589637. S69B41. 287007 end 204433. 


274 at 1850. 

Catcutta-Madraa: Dep. (dally): 
10765 at 1700; Arr. (daily): 10766 
at 2210. 

Calcutts-Bangalore: Dep. (daHy); 
10771 at 0810: Arr. (daily): IC-772 
at 1200. 

Dethl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (daily); 10409 at 
1545. 

Caieutta-Raiiehl-Patna- 
Luckiww-Dettil: Dep. (daUy): IC- 
410 at 0615. 

Caicutla-OuwahaN: Oep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340; Dap. (1. 3. 5. 6): 
10729 at 0800; Arr. (daHy); 10230 
at 1630; An. (1, 3, 5. 6): 10730 at 
1100. 

Catcutla-Agarlala: Dep. (daily): 
10743 at 1330. Oep. (3, 5. 6, 7); 
10241 at 0700. Oep. (1, 2, 4); lO 
241 at 0700; Arr. ((folly); 10744 at 
1600, Arr. (3, 5. 6. 7): 10242 at 
1350, Air. (1.2,4): IC-242 at 0900. 
Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Oep. (1); 10267 at 0530; Arr. (1); 

10288 at 1220 . 

Cricutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2, 4, 
6); 10286 at 0530; Arr. (2. 4, 6): 
1(^288 at 1000. 

Calcutta-Dibnigsrh: Dap. (dally)- 
10201 at 1400; An. (daily); 10202 
atim 

Catoutta-BagdOBn: Dap. (daHy): 


IC-221 at 1100; An. (daHy); tC-222 
at 1320. 

Calcutta-Taspur-Jorhat- 
Catcutta: Dap. (2, 3, 4. 5, 7): tO 
213 at 0600; An. (2. 3. 4. 5, 7):» 
10213 at 0955. 

Caleutta-SItebar-tmplwl; Dep. 
(dNIy): 10255 at 1050; An. {(taHy): 
I02» at 1530. 

(fotoitla-Bhubanaawar: Dep. (1, 
2, 4, 7): IC-269 at 1650; (1.2, 

4, 7); (0270 at 1910. 
Catcutta-Bhubaneswar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep. (3.5.6); \C-m 
at 1650; An. (3, 5, 6): 10270 at 
2040. 

Cetcutta-Guwahatl-Olmepur: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): 10219 at 0840; 
An. (1,3, 5. 7): 10220 at 1320. • 
Catcutta-Hydarabad: Dap. (1.2, 
7); I0277 at 1745; An. (1. 2. 7); 
10278 at 2215. 

Caleutta-Vlahakapatnam- 

Hladraa; Dep. (1,2,4.6): 10542 at 
0700; An. (1. 2. 4, 6): 10541 at 
0915. 

Caleutla-Imphal: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
10259 at 1330; An. (2, 4. 8); lO 
260 at 1610. V 


Catcutta* Aga rtala-KailasalMr: 

Oep. (2,4): PF-729 at 0930; An. 

4); PF-730 at 1330. 


• Netri Mtl BimmCsicuilw6heils»»<htfeul>aan4C i lcum 4 <s n whkTaiiilwnsCslBMBS. -t-NevsntcnchHoiXMcMiui-Bsngtoti-CsieuM 








Caieutla-Agartata-Sllchar Oep 
17) PF-729A al 0710 Arr (7) PF- 
730Aat 1140 

Caieutta>Cooeh Bahar. Oep (1 
3, S) PF 70/ nl 0855 Arr (1 3. S) 


PF-708at1150 

Calciitta-Ai^ala-Alaawl. Dep 
(2. 4. 8. 7) PF-705 at 0855. Dap 
(1.3. 5) PF-705A at 1220, Alt (2, 
4,6 7) PF.706at1250 Arr M 3 


5) PF-706A at 1615 
Caleutta-Jamahadpur: Oep <1 2 
3 4 5 6) PF 717 at 0600. Arr (1 
2 3. 4 5 6) PF-718 at 0745 
Caleutta>A^rtala-ShHlong: Oep 


(1 3 5 6) PF-701 at 0930 Arr ( 
3 5. 6) PF-702 at 1400 
Calcutta<Aaartala*8hHlen( 
Calcutta: Oep (7) PF-701 i 
1210 Arr (7) PF-702 at 1615 


I r:Jins 


EASTERN RAILWAY Arrteal 


Up 

Thna 

HowihUi 

Tima 

Dn 

2311 

184)0 

OalM-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amrllaar Mall 

64)5 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bomhay Mall via Aiiahattad 

13-t5 

3004 

2381 

8-15 

Alr-Cond. (Near OalM) Ex- 
proaa via Qaya-Varanasi 

Dap—Tuaa. Thurs 4 Sat 

184)0 

23K 



Arr—Wad Fn A Sun 



2303 

8-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naar DaHil) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

164X) 

2304 



Dep—Mon Wed Fn & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tuea Thura A Sat 



2301 

164)0 

Ra|dhanl Expraaa 5 daya a 

lAfdMik 

11-30 

2302 



Dap—Mon Tuaa Thura Fn A 
Sun 

Arr—Tuaa Wed Thura Sal A 
Sun 



2373 

234)0 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-TaarQ Ex- 
proaa Tn-Wkly 

Dep—Tuaa Fri A Sat 

Arr—Tuaa Wad A Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

PuTOanohal (Oorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



DfWM 

bap—Mon A Thura 





Arr—Thura A Mon 



3009 

204)5 

Doon Expreaa via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan AWia Toofan Ex- 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

18-15 

3006 



proaa via Mam Line 



3048 

134)5 

Amrllaar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20^15 

Delhi Expraaa via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3038 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Expraaa via 
Main Lirw 

530 

3040 

3019 

164)0 

Lu^mow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MHhlla Expraaa 

54» 

3022 

2557 

64)0 

Kanchanlunga Expraaa 

20-50 

2558 

SAAO 

17-96 

Kamiup (Chjwahatl) Ei^raaa 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Etdaeoa 

21-25 

3318 

3028 

17-15 

CoamaM Expraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Expraaa 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

234)0 

North BHiar Expraaa 

Oap—Wadneaday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

224)5 

Arr—Friday 

64X) 

3072 

Jamalpur TrI-artdy Enraaa 
Dap—Tuas Thura A Sat 



Arr—Mon Ihura A Sat 



3015 

9-56 

SanUnlfcalan Expraaa 

15-40 

3016 

2150 

15-25 

Chamhal (Owallor) Tri- 

7-30 

2160 



amaMy Suparlaal Expraaa 





Dap—Thura Sal A &n 





Arr—Tuaa Wad A Thura 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indoro) Expraaa 
Oap-Tuaa A ^ 

7-30 

1172 



Arr—Sat A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktipuitt (Chopan) Ex- 

7-30 

3328 



S^A Arr*—Mon A Fri 



6048 

22-25 

Oorakhpur Expraaa 

Dap A Arr—Sunday 

1040 

5050 



SemUmh 



3143 

184)0 

DaflSNllna Msll 

amiNa no ^ro^aav 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

3161 

21-40 

11« 

Qour Etmraaa 

Jammu-raad Expraaa 

515 

1530 

3154 

3152 

3133 

2(MS 

Mughal Saral Expraaa via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhagiraihl (LaHfala) Expraaa 

1525 

' 3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra ExpraM Tri amakly 
Dap A Arr^ad Fri A Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Oapartura SOirni>EA8TERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Tima 

Hommh 

Tima 

On 

6003 

20-40 

Madiaa Mall 

74)0 

60M 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay MaU via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Qltanlatt (Bombay) Expraaa 

154)5 

2858 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

505 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

1550 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coronmndel (Madraa) Ex- 

pfVM 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalora Expraaa 

Dep—^Tues 

13-45 

2812 



Arr—Sun 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Slaai Expraaa 

1520 

8014 

8011 

510 

lapal Expraaa 

21-45 

8012 

6005 

214)0 

Sambalpiir Expraaa 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi HaHa Expraaa 

505 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expraaa Via Cuttack 

530 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Expraaa Vw 
Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2621 

555 

Dhaull (Bhubanaawar) Ex- 

PfMM 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

Ttrupatl Expraaa 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

Eaat Coaal (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

1545 

Purulla Expraaa 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

t1-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Quwahall - Hoarrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Expraaa 

Monday only 

22-15 



1510 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahatl Expraaa 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

(ki^ln Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Guwahatl weakly Expraaa 
(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thuraday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Tarmbiua WaaMy Expraaa 

(via Howrah A Viaaldiaprrtnain) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua 

13-45 

2661 



Suparlaal Expraaa (via 
Viaakhapatnam A Madras) 





Dep—Fri A Sun 

An—Tuas A Fn 



2674 

22-35 

Ouwahad-Bangalora City 
Weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wadneaday only 




14-10 

Bangatora Clly^kiwahall 
Weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

13-46 

2673 



Monday only 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Coohm Harbour Tar- 
mkiua Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



1510 

Coohkt Harbour Tarmhaw- 
Patna weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnaaday only 

13-45 

2809 


ENQUIRIES: For roumi ttta cloek li rion na tlon of Baaiom RaNway 
tralna, pla aaa dial 20384M4 for In-oomlng lialna; 203638*44 for 
all ottwr Irriormatlon. Fdr Infonnaaon about raaarvatlona on 
Eaalam and South Eaalam RaHaraya lialna, dial 303600 (from • 
am to 9 pm on troakdaya and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundaya and 
oaiaM hoHd^a). 
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SLAM TRUNKI Should ttiU hMdofi ptayor bo on tho Hoar? 
PofhoM noL bul uriio’o to orguoT bwott linoo dot to doL 


o STATELY TASK' Give the names of the U S states m 
which these words can be found I Pen 2 Hire 3 See 

4 Ego 5 Shin 6 Law siwaiao ^ uoiSuhiwm 

5 uoeaio * MnauMi c MMiduim mn ^ i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOll TRUST YOUR EYES? There ere at least sbi ddler- 
enees m drawmg details between up and boHom panels How 
quk^ can you And them? Check aneweis wHh thoee below 

MseuMtiJWiBuiieeis 9 petouipaanoH S MURSRIStoU 
9to » pewwi w Ssi c POMui SI aess a Bupsw p tonwg i snuaiaiiia 



NEXT CASE SCENARIO 
Three persons-Mr X, Mrs Y and 
Miss Z—are walling their turn In Ihe 
ouMr oWce 

Suddenly, the door opens, 
end the nurse says, ‘Neal 


MrXwhohsaheanbusyraad- 
faig, looks up and asks Mbs V M H 
Is hor turn 

Mrs V admits that aha, too, 
has ban anbrossod bi a maps 
aina. and doesn't know who's 
neat. Whereupon, Mias Z In¬ 
forms Mr X that It is Ms turn 
Qukkly. which one of the two 
women arrived last—Mrs Y or 
MissZ? 

mV wo X m uoouii 
awrioupinaoKn miwo/nm^ aMW 


eATOZI ChallMifle: Stwt 
iim M one of Uw A's in tlM 
tHaBrani bel ow end mov¬ 
ing frtMR aguera to aqueni 
in eny direction—eoroee, 
down or diegoneli y tre es 
ell 2S letters of the 
eipiiebot (from A to Z) in 


NetureHy. you must find 
the right A with whM to 
begin. Mow guiekiy een 
you nteot the c h e ii e n ge? 


sMieuiasaMa 

oMt putt tiMflp MU stunai ui y t•Mi MV 


FUNSPOT 



SHELL QAMEI Bu a l n ee a Is pIcUne up for these shell hunters Add 
colors by number. I R e d 2—Lt blue 3—Yeltow 4—LI brown 
S - P leeh toiwe •—Orean. 7—Ok bnwwi S—Lt purpls 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE lOpoinlsfor using all the 
letters in the word below Ip lorm 
two cotnptele words 

ALPHABET 


THEN Kort 7 points each lor ell 
words ol lour letters or mere 
found amcmg the letters 

Try le score at toast W pemis. 































P riya Pandey, Catcutta-6 
asks about the story be¬ 
hind the doggerel 
Lizzie Borden took an ax, 
And gave her mother forty 
v/hadrs, 

When she saw she 

had done. 

She gave her father forty- 
one 

The Borden household had 
never been a happy one, but 
by using separate staircase 
and eating at different times, 
the two girls—Lirzie and 
Emma—rarely encountered 
their father, Andrew, or step¬ 
mother Abby, so the house 
was usually quiet The only 
Other person who lived in the 
house was Bridget Sullivan, 
the Insh maid 
August 4,19B2,wasa 
typicmly sweltenng Mas¬ 
sachusetts summer morning 
in Fall River Sometime be¬ 
tween 9 00 and 9 30, some¬ 
one entered the guest bed¬ 
room on the second floor of 
the Borden house and pro¬ 
ceeded to demolish Abby 
Borden s skull with 19 vi¬ 
cious swipes of the hatchet 
Lizzie and Bndget were the 
only other people known to 
be in the house For the next 
90 minutes, both young 
women went about thar 
business, each eittier not 
knowing of the body that lay 
in the house or doing a su- 
[>erb ]ob of hiding that know¬ 
ledge 

About 10 30, Andrew Bor¬ 
den returned from his busi 
ness rounds and lay down 
for a nap on a sofa in the 
downstairs sitting room 
Within minutes, someone 
slipped in and killed him with 
one swift hatchet whack 
Then the murderer dealt nine 
more blows 

At 11 10, Lizzie found her 
father s body Soon after, a 
neighbour found Abby s 
Uzzie was arrested tor the 
murders a week later on the 
basis of a weak chain of cir¬ 
cumstantial evidence The 
tnal took 13 days One au¬ 
thority believes that the |ury 
viras swayed when the de¬ 
fence attorney, after having 
described the murderers in 
bloody detail, pointed at his 
very proper, feminine, char¬ 
ity-working defendant and 



poo 11th Ouaetlon :The Tro)an war was 

ostensibly fought because Paris kidnap* 
ped Helen. Why Is It almost certain that 
WKOT this reason was |ust an excuse and that 
the cause of the war was something en- 

-l_5i—tirely different? (Vikas Singh, C/20, S^ 

tor-18, Rourkela-769003, Orissa.) 

Ana: Not only did Helen voluntarily run off with Paris 
but her husband Menelaus of Sparta (who had prob¬ 
ably run out of ships) did nothing about It for almost 
10 years. Than, wdien the Troians Increased the toll 
tax on Greek ships trading with the Black Sea ports 
several folds, Menelaus suddenly decided to avenge 
his wife's kidnapping. 


said, "To find her guilty, you 
must believe she is a fiend 
Gentlemen, does she look 

It?” 

N IS likely that Lizzie was, 
indeed, innocent, but before 
the tnal had even begun, the 
taunting nursery rhyme that 
has ke^ her name alive to 
this day was being chanted 
througnout Fall River by 
rope-skipping diikJren 


(QUESTIONS 


1. miioh gwne originatad 
8ifwsls,M takes its 
nWM from the Tlietan for 

Biswas, CaF 

2. Which Hindu god is be- 
Hfved to have devoured 

at birth? (Man- 
‘ Patratu) 
somesd- 
tevetorm In out- 



mythology, 
thegMesof 
ymomingtor 
Apollo? 
was Samuel 
r^eiTing 
he Viera 
chemist he 
the first 
(Arun 
aioutta-T) 
FOndi screen 
said,*S«(ls 
encelt 
If the 
Mandat, 


ANSWERS 


(A'/m 


uluecuosaMiiieMM 

/s^pB(asA|iii;r>uea# 

AiSASirasuQiMddiiiiia 

'eousMadkawp ai^ "h 
dMdidiiMMdNiwm 
MSpJaeiAuiajtMBaa 
-un)o 
‘pm 
'BW|UMU( 
etuRsuoa 


That rhyme, as much as 
anything else, branded Liz¬ 
zie Brxden a murderess till 
the day she died 
After her acquittal, Lizzie 
made a brief statement to 
the press It was typical of 
her inbred stubbornness and 
strength "A good many per¬ 
sons nave talked to me as if 
they thought I would go and 
live somewhere else when 

49 proposals and I 
acce^ the SOHi, which 
was a terrible mistake and 
rmded in divoroe ” WNdi 
best selNng novelist said 
this? (Anjanava Datta, CaF 
eu«a-3i) 

9-Who is the only crioketar 
to score a cenhny m both 
innings of a class match 
with a runner? (Kaushtk 
Kumar Nag, Chinsura) 
it. What N meant by 
'salad d^'7 (SatiNi Agah' 
vni,Jey)^) 


CtalliaiiB IkAselra.. 

w » w^seere 18 in8 wWTIW* 

l-(i»Ml(»hava«iuit 


sufwaiaiuai|i 

oSPSS 

If. 


my trial was over lam 
going home and I am going 
to stay there ” 

After that she never spoke 
to members of the press, 
and they resented her tor it 
Because she was so silent, 
reporters camped out in front 
of her house, hoping to see 
something to satisfy Borden- 
hungry editors and readers 
Lizzie and Emma re¬ 
mained in the murder house 
only long enough to settle 
their father's estate Then 
they sold the modest house 
and purchased a mansion— 
that they considered much 
more compatible with their 
wealth and class Still, they 
st^ed in Fall River 
Being a cultured woman, 
Lizzie made regular tops to 
New York and Boston to take 
in the theatre and concerts 
In 1905 she invited a theat¬ 
rical troupe to her home for a 

e Fall River s old fami- 
lere scandalised that 
anyone, especially Lizzie 
Borden, would entertain 
actors, who at that time were 
considereo little more 
savoury than thieves 
Emma, who still lived with 
Uzzie, was extremely upset, 
and shortly thereafter moved 
out Uzzie and Emma never 
spoke again 

Uzzie lived well, em¬ 
ploying several servants 
She loved animals When 
she died, on June 1,1927, 
she left ^,UU0 in cash and 
a wealth of stock holdings to 
the Animal Rescue League 
of Fall River As she ex¬ 
plained in her will, “I have 
been fond of animals and 
their need is great and there 
are so few who care for 
them” 

Interestingly, though she 
left large sums of money to 
friends and servants, she left 
nothing to Emma, "as she 
had her share of Father's 
estate and is supposed to 
hara enough to make her 
comfortable" Emma, who 
died 10 days after her youn¬ 
ger sister, did leave some 
property to Uzzie in her will 
Lizzie Borden was buried 
in the family plot alongside 
her father, mother, and step¬ 
mother 






















HE-/WAKi FIM05 MWeELF PITTEP AGAINST 
AW IWPEFA716ABLE FOB A OF 


fp X Let hi/ia catcw , 

ME py SURPEiSe AGAIW 
I' LL LO^ MOKE TWAW 
My ©EEATVl '__ 


AMP ON THE Hillside above 




NOW THERE© A PLEASANT 
SIGHT MV WARRIORS 
TVJPASWIMS HE-MAN AND 
IHAT wretched excuse 
fOR A HUMAN CAN OREWER 
__ 






MO ' 1 WANT TO SEE HOW WELL 
THESE -rVJO STOWE SOLDIERS 

CAW handle two of eternia's 
greatest Heroes cpn their 


He-man if voj've 6ot a 
great flaw )ou're hot 
TBLLlWG ME RIGHT NOW'S 
the time To use IT' 


m 


r 










































































































































CANDID CAMERA 



fighting tootli and nail for a place in the sun, Orissa chief rr^ster 
Bi ju l^atnaik should realise that his antagonism for UP-oriented Centre 
politics should not extend to a call for Orissa to secede. It’s bad enough 
opening your mouth too much, but why prise it open further? 









Discover a land whose 
chief inhabitants are mountains, iakes, 
rivers and over 4000 species of flowers. 



\ 'i\i n \ 



(Jignity and sornelirncs 
with wild al)aiKk)n. (rotn tht'ii 
Himalayan alx>dc 
Yt‘s. Sikkim is the only time 
antidote to civilisation, (iood for 
the soul and tor the fxKiy. 

l.et yours(‘lf arnonj?st nature or 
lake a trek. 

While the calm lakes, emerald 
green valleys and silent 
monasteries will help you 
rtxliscover the meaning of 
jreace; the innumerable jungle 
trails and mysterious mountain 
paths will reinvigorate your 
limbs, an unforgettable 
experience. 


A hank heavens, in .Sikkim, 
the only sky.scrapers dotting the 
land.st'ape are mountains. With 
Mount Khangchendzonga. the 
tallest and proudest amongst 
them. 

And what lcK)k like highways 
from afar are actually rivers 
descending, sometimes with 




/ 




m 

TXt jtoi>not 


'rin.‘re are myriad sixvies of 
birds in Sikkim. And there 
are HIuxkxlendron.s. 

(iladkMi, Miignolias and {)f 
course. On bids of the txx) 
different kinds of orchids in 
Sikkim, thert? are .some yrxi'll 
lind nowhere in tlx; world 
except in picture lxx)ks. 

Come and make your pea<.'e 
with Nature. IXscovc^r .Sikkim, 
the land of trarxiuillity 
For completi;' information on 
how to re^ach .Sikkim, wlx're to 
stay and wfiat Ur S(h‘. fill in the 
cou|x)n and mail it to .rny of the 
<iddre.ss(.‘s given 
Gangtok 

Siklum Tounsi InfomtaDon Centre. M C Md:g, 
Gangtok-73710i.Sikkim Ph 2064 

Sil^ri 

Sikkim Tounsi Informauon Centre, SNT Complex, 
Pradhan Nagar. Siligun, West Bengal. Ph. 24602. 

Calcutta 

Sikkim lounst Inlormaiion Centre, 4C, Poonam, 

5/2 Russel Street, Calcutta 700 017 
Ph. 297.5 1 d,2%7 17. 298983 

Delhi 

Sikkim Tounst Information Cenue, 

Sikkim House Annexe, 14. Panchsheel Marg, 
Chanakyapuh. New Delhi 110 021. Ph 3015346. 

Foreigners weliome to Sikkim Fermission avjiiabie 
almost immediately at Indian F.mbassies abroad, 
Foreign Registration Oitkvs in India and Sikkim 
Tounsm oKccs at Delhi. Sihguri and Calcutta 



I 
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I Natm _ 

I 

I occupation 

I Address _ 
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Her life is her future. 




i V< * -4 ‘ 'it /, " «t' 

’ f ill'’ s 

r- ' i 

M>.V‘ vjf 

' -i '4 
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Make it secure with a house of her own. 


Tlicrf is no brtUT gift that you ran give to your child. A .secure future. 

Start planning for that precious present a house of her own ■ through the Home Uian 
Account St'heme, uxJay. 

The HIA Scheme is a i^ial loan linked .s»'ings plan that enables one to get a housing loan. 
It offers an exa'llent o[^)ttunity to ymi to build up a .vxmd investment in your child’s name. 
Plus, it c£ers attractive tax benefits - even if the HIA is opened in the name of a minor. 

The HIA is a national scheme. Just get in uxK'h with the nearest branch erf any nationalised 
bank or several other .scheduled banks anywhere in the c-Quntiy. And t^n her own Home kian 
Account uxky. 


onUrOAi. :Siii';i,Ti;K ioh au. 


TT NATiom 
LII—J HOUSING BANK 

(WhoUy owiKCi by Chr Rc«vc Bank of India) 
Hiixliistan Times Hoase, 6th Ffcxir. 

18 20 Kastuiba Ciandhi Marg, 

New Delhi no 001. 

tiombay life Building, 3id Hom. 

45 Veer Nariman Rriad, Fbrl, 
Bomlwy400 023. 
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• Because... • 

leflfe> nUrcb 24) wa* 
tnhaljr «nd appropriate; 
Mamata is perhaps the : 
most popular piditical lead¬ 
er in west Biinpl today,. 
There is no doid>t that she 
has great potenty as a 
ieadef. 

However, she 1$ too indl- 
vidualistio and rehes too . 
much on gmumcks. Sie 
needs a lot more maturity 
to assume the office that 
was once held by Dr B.C. 
Roy, P.C. ^n, Skhhtartha 
Shankar Ray and currmttly 
being held b^yoti Basu. 
Jaydcep Gulia 
Thnfcurta, 

Calcutta 

■ So what if Mamata 
Baneijee is too much of an 
individualist? We need 
women fike her in our male 
dominated society. 

Sniijay Dayal, 

Ranoii 

■ Mamata Baneriee has 
reached the peak of her ' 
popularity only because of 
her hard work and devotion 
to her Inief, which many of 
the senior leaders of the 
Congressd) lack. They are 

Mamata Banerjee: Woman 


i ; dah^% Ipakatm and jit- 

•'lacy.'''' 

To nkSctyne her pri- 
vatyy ha Bfiijhir Meye 
jroana bacaate of her 
hmhfaje origim *4 hi ex¬ 
tremely had taste and 
amkka of ehtist envy and 
hslcoftiftme. 
AraWadaBose, 

Calcutta 

• Mamata is Mamata be¬ 
cause she has God-t^d 
staittina m how could she 
have returned from the 
dCxtfs (d derdh and sffif put 
dm fear of God into the 
Marxists? There is no 
dotdit that Mamata has be- 
cwne a red headache for 
the nders of West Bengal! 
Stovaalal Bakahi, 
Caknnta 

a The outraged people of 
West Bengal look, upon 
Mamata Bans ijee as Biran- 
gana Deri. The leftist lead¬ 
ers are nattm^y worrfed 

ity. tl»y att£:£^ her 
mercilessly on August 16. 
1990. She came out of that 
incident with evmi more 
courajm- The stage is now 
set for the connontation 
between Mamata and the, 
CPl(M) to came: to its con¬ 
cision. 

Biplab Kamar Ghosh, 

BagulafW.B.) 

a The guts and determina- 

power 





jion th» wmnia hm showd 
IS adudrahte. Now even 
fortune is beipmiiajg |e 
mvourber, 

Simpaditay* 

Calcutta 

a The cover depicted ^ 
vmaig person as thfr .riy* 
ienge to CPRM) ind Jamti 
Basu. It should have wm 
SkMQrirtha Shadcar Ray. 

Of course, Manrita is 
the best among foe women 
polkkians in eastern India 
and deserves our fullest re¬ 
spect. 

Rattesh Verma, 

CalciHta 

a Watd) out, Jyoti Basu, 
Mamata Banei|^ is alive 
and well. 

Afflhiea A.G. ^agh, : 

CakutU 

Ovcr-binindiiry! 

the story cm Snefaasish and 
SoUrav Gangriy (‘Bengal 
Brofoers', March 10) fo¬ 
cused on the two promising 
cricketers from this state. I 
feel Sourav, the younger of 
foe two, has already staked 
his claim for inclusion in the 
Indian Test s^d. but 1 do 
not agree wifo the writer i 
that “for many CaJcuttans I 
Sourav is foe answer to ! 
Bombay's Sacffin Tendul* i 
kar". Sometimes over¬ 
rating and excessive optte- 
ism have made a buddbig 
talent complacent and 
ruined his future pros- 
p^s. 

Praldad Agarwala, 

Nadia 


Ciiiryiiig Favtnir 

ihOr Canfod Camera has 
always been a much awa¬ 
ited page. It is simply 
great—and that includes 
the last one on P.T. Usha 
(March 17). 

What 1 don't understand 
is .why you misuse this 
page by printing things liiie 
Cfory Curry Cunt atid de- 
priVlttg US of . candid 
CafeewB' 'v' > 
Parthai&l, 

Cdcutta 


The Teiegrai* 

21 APRIL 1991 


■ N.T, k.irna Rao’s film. 
Vishwiimitni. aftei having 
been shelved for a while is now 
i’oniplcte 






..jvr*. »■ 
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Ww The iniKleni politician is 
a pnKiuct of perfect packaging 
and maiketing. So, a political 
campaign i.s today more th.in 
pobtical s(K'eches alone; it is 
hardsell, too. 


13 


• WP Malavika Tiwan is 
just one example of Hoinbav 
professionalism in inodelling. 


16 


■ 'rinMllustiated 

hist(>r>' of India dunnK iht* Raj. 
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A pril 19 triggers off a visual cham¬ 
pioning of the backward classes and 
the downtrrxlden. Coinciding with 
the forthcoming Parliament elections in 
Andhra Pradesh is the release of N.T. 
Rama Rao’s Brahmarshi Vishwamitra. llie 
filni also juxtaposes with the political 
career of Telugu Desam supremo and 
National Front chairman—his taking to ac¬ 
tive politics at the age of 60, his becoming 
a rajayoff (saffron robing on Ugadi Day at 
Tirupatha in 19831 and now philosophising 
as a brahmarshi, though on silver screen. 

Set in the pattern of ail NTR's anti-hero 
mythologicals, Brahmarshi Vishwamitra is 
another expression of his bloated ego in 
the belief that he could surcharge and 
immortalise any role he played. Despite 
his box-office failures on like themes as 
Kama, Duryodhana. Havana and Keecha- 
ka, NTR never misses any opportunity to 


Bytime you read this, 
N.T. Rama Kao will have 
hit the screen with 
Vish wamitra, his 
cinematic campaign. But 
will life imitate art, 

_ asks G.S. _ 

RADHAKRISHNA 


display his acting bravado. But with his 
political ambitions NT'R converted anti¬ 
heroism into philosophy for the downtrod¬ 
den. Most of his Dopulist measures as 
Telugu Desam chief minister that were 
picked up from his earlier films include 
widow pensions, housing for the poor, 
womeri s education and equal property 
rights for women besides the subsidy rice 
for the poor. 

NTR’s attempt to capture the attention 
of voters througn his films is nothing new 
or extraordinary. On the eve of the 1983 
elections where he was a debutant, NTR 
made two films, Bobbili Pali and Chan- 
dashasanudu. casting aspersions on the 
state of anarchy in the state Congress(I) 
regime. For the 1984 Parliament and 1985 
Assembly elections he produced Snmad 
Virat Veerabrahmendragari Charitam— 
the life-story of a saint of Cuddapah who 
made several predictions of violence and 
instability in the country. It was through 
this film that NTR tned to project himself 
as one of the daivamsha sambhutudu (a 
Mcine personality) portrayed as Gautam 


Buddha, Vaniana, and so on. In the film he 
even cast his son. Nandamun Balakrish- 
na—his iieir apparent in Telugu filmUoni. 
However, NTR’s disclosure of Balakrishna 
as lus torchbearer m politics in 1986-87 at 
a meeting in Madarapalle created a storm 
in the TDP as well as the state. 

NTR's plans for Vishwamitra were once 
again aired by hun in 1988 at a briefing in 
the secretariat after a tabinet meeting. 
While his chief secretary, G.R. Nair, and 
additional chief secretary, N. Santharam, 
sat listening in admiration, .NTR had na-' 
rrated hi? quest for a Menaka and about 
his philosophy of V’ishw'amitra The usual 
corps of secretariat tiewsnien, for a 
change, found a spicy story in (almost 
verbatim); "Wanted a Menaka, aged not 
more than 23, diploma in dance and with 
an appealing personality’’ He had ruled 
out south stars—Sndevi or Jaya Prada 
And the choice finally fell on Meenakshi 
Seshadri, after he interviewed about 30 
attractive damsels including the daughter 
of lus old flame, Devika. 

Since his favourite script-writer Kon- 
daveeti Venkatakavi had already penned a 
script for another contender, NTR chose 
to write the scnpi and dialogue himself, 
but let one of his ardent admirers, 
Nagabhairav Koteswar Rao, to pen the 
screenpla>. “f wrote the script and 
screenplay in 62 days non-stop. NTR 
briefed me on the storyline from 1 am over 
four hours and I translated it into words 
throughout the day.” The script-writer I 
j had to reside in NTR’s ashramam, Shanti 
’ Kuteeiarn at Gandipet lor the period. NTR 
also made his ashramam his permanent 
abode for nearly four months. Even the 
chief secretary and party officials had to 
caD on him at (Gandipet for routine adminis¬ 
trative functions. The Nacharam Studio of 
NTR was also given lUegal permission to 
constnict a studio-floor as the earlier sanc¬ 
tion given in 1983 w'as only as a horticultu¬ 
ral garden studio. A camp office for the 
chief minister and security arrangements 
were also made at Nacharam. 

I n his efforts to get the film rolling and 
ready beforp the 1989 elections, NTR 
organised the film’s mahurat shot at the 
Nacharam Studio as another platform to 
bring the non-Congress(I) parties 
together. Over 18,000 invitation cards 
were distributed, with 200 VIPs, filmstars 
and National Front leaders including V,P. 
Singh and three non-Congress(l) chief 
ministers present on the occasion for 
which the state government had made 
elaborate arrangements. About 100 close- 
circuit television screens were put up all 
over the studio premrses for NTR fans to 
witness the mahurat shot which was astro- 


Faciag lage; (Top) NTR as the sage Vishwamitra; (left) Meenakshi 
Seshadri as the temptress Menaka; (far left, top) Menaka and Vish- 
wamitra; (far left, below) NTR’s son Balakrishna as Raja Harishchan- 
dra and Deepika as his queen; photographs by C. Kesavulu and Ghana 


logically fixed lot 12,54 hours on June 18. 
1989. 'i’he bes^ part of the day s skiw was 
both Menaka (Meenakshi) ami Vishwamit- 
ra (,NTRl atop an open jeeji making the 
rounds in the Nadiamm Studio as part of;! 
preview exercise. 

But the film got into a loi of iroulile, 
including a court rase filed bv .i Congres- 
s(I) leader against a chief minisU i di iing in 
films. However, the court dismissed the 
petition. F^ven then NTR and his team 
were not ready to release the film in time 
for the elections which were aiinoumed in 
October. The Congress! I) goveniment. 
however, outsmarted NTR by sanctioning 
a tele-serial on Vishwamitra to be directed 
by Dasari Narayan Rao. 'I he serial, 
however, wa.s a poor cancaliire of Vish¬ 
wamitra and a slur on the record of 
Narayan Rao. But Dasari claims that the 
serial (starring Mukesh Khaiina and Hha- 
nupriya) was not given suffu letit scope to 
develop. 

In view of the fele-serial which por¬ 
trayed the lore of Vi.shwamitra m a straigh- 
ter manner, -NTR had to release a ‘mini’ 
Vishwamitra—^ compilation of sever;.! 
scenes of the film in the form of a video 
cassette for electioneering. 

But NTR’s political hopes began rising 
again since the removal of the V, P, Singh 
government m Novembe.r 1990, and he 
immediately engaged himself with the film. 
The lyrics are wntten by C. Narayana 
Reddy whom NTR had made vice- 
chancellor of Telugu University. Well- 
knowm musician Ravindra Jam has com¬ 
posed the music for both the Telugu and 
Hindi versions of Vishwamitra. The Hindi 
version is being shelved for the time being 
for want of proper buildup and also in 
apprehension of it being labelled as a cam¬ 
paign vehicle of the National Front. In the 
last week of March, NTR even re shot 
[ some sequences owing to certain changes 
made in the script. It is said that much of 
the old rhetoric was given up. And some of 
the disappointments NTR had vis-a-vis the 
National Front are also given expression in 
the film by his seeking psychological in¬ 
tegration of democratic forces and their 
leadership and not just numerical unity. 

Whatever be the achievement of .NTR 
through this film, historians and consei va- 
tives will have a rude shock. By idolising 
the anti-hero as a saviour of the world, in 
presentmg the gayatri mantram and in the 
creabon of the Trishanku Swargam. .VIR 
has deviated from the onginal. But the film 
has all the makings of a blockbuster with 
the vivacious .Meenakshi Seshadri and the 
■septuagenarian ,NTK at then best. 
Whether it will cast a .spell uii the electo¬ 
rate and put the regionalcst maestro batk 
in the national limelight wiili more Lok 
Sabha seats remains to be seen. ■ 






COVER STORY 



"In (hf t)Hht 15 mmths of 'political expcn- 
nient', wc have all undergone ‘pobtical tur¬ 
moil' and out country has been left dirct - 
tionifss. Our problems haw increased 
greatly with the uncertainty which his 
vexed everyone. Non-Congress govern¬ 
ments have failed and they have brought 
the country to the brink of disaster. Inter¬ 
nationally, Uhi, we have lost our standing 
and the credibility which had been consoli¬ 
dated by Paiiditj] and Indiraji has been 
eroded.. 

“...I am confidtuit that mth your sup- 
ixirt and tin' support of your friends and 
colleagues «'<■ can form a stable govern¬ 
ment at the Centre and can work hard 
together to build a strong and /n-ogre.ssive 
India— the India of our dreams." 

—Exfen>l‘’ >* written by Rajiv 

Gandhi. April 4. 

O peniUK my mail after a three-day 
tnp outside Delhi, 1 found a signed 
letter from Rajiv Gandhi. I have to 
admit It made me feel gixid though it was 
clearly a mass mailed letter. More impor¬ 
tant. Gandhi’s letter was proof that politic¬ 
al marketing has come of age in India. 

''’his Ls the first campaign in which Indi¬ 
a's traditional ruling party has realised the 
m-ed to sell candidates instead of merely 
buying votes. In fact, as the main opposi¬ 
tion party, it does not have the wherewith¬ 
al of government-funded projects and wel¬ 
fare giveaways to buy votes. In 1979, too, 
It was on the outside but lienefitted from 
the fact that ruling Janata Party's singular 
anti-Congress platform fell apart as the 
party unraveled. 

In a sense, this is India's first truly 
competitive election. 'I'he 1989 election 
was really a fight between the ruling Con¬ 
gress and a motley collection of interests 
come together on an anti-Congress plat¬ 
form. 'fhe voter had no real choice 
Whereas today he can pick and chcKise 
firom the BjP's fundamentalist stand, the 
Janata Ual/National Front's confrontation- 
ist politics and the Congre.ss appeals for 
stabihty and economic growth. 

Surprisingly, the Congress Party is a 
relative laggard when it comes to political 
marketing. Perhaps this is because until 
recently it has operated in a sellers’ mar¬ 
ket. No more. The last election showed 
that the voter is looking for aggressively 
marketed options. Much as the consumer 
today is kxiking for choice and quality. 

In that respect, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) with its fundamentalist plat¬ 
form, the Janata Dal with its caste calcu¬ 
lus, even regional parties based on ethnic 
appeal like 'Telugu Desam and Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) are miles 
ahead in market positioning. 

ITie interior of India’s nationalist move¬ 
ment fiiids itself without a niche in today’s 
wildly competitive electoral market Like 



Gone arc the days when a 
campriign meant only 
political speeches and 
coinmunicating with the 
masses from the 
platform. Today' a 
canipaign also means a 
high-power media blitz 
tlii'ough advertisements, 
llie modem messiah is 
just another consumer 
product who has to be 
sold, if necessary through 
hardsell. Rajiv Desai on I 
what is now I 


a campaign trail 



IBM fighting to retam market leadership in 
the face of comjx'tition from clone', and 
Apple, the Congress has devised a stabil¬ 
ity platform, urging order and standard.-, in 
the marketplace. And like IBM it has the 
organisation and the resources to make 
the platform stick. 

Thus with dearly aiticulated platforms 
and receptive voters, the vanous political 
parties must mount a campaigii to con¬ 
vince voters to support their candidates. 
This is where the Congress has a clear 
advantage. The other parties are likely to 
have difficulty finding candidates, which 
means they will be competing for seg¬ 
ments of the market. 

Theoretically, any patty can win enough 
seats to form the government next June. 
However, the non-Congress parties face 
an uphill-task unless they come together as 
they did in 1989. 'For the moment it does 
not appear they will form an alliance, much 
less a coalition. 

But then just as corporations do merge 
to preserve their market piis'tions, the 
non-Congress lot could set aside their dif¬ 


ferences in order to form a govemmen'. 
Especially if the result is a hung Parlia¬ 
ment, with no party getting a working 
majority. 

Apart from having products tpolitiral 
candidates) to market, the vanous parties 
need to do a number of other things in 
ordei to mount a successful campaign. 
They must create an election campaign to 
.sell the candidate and the party This goes 
beyond slogans such as Mandal and Man- 
dir into interpreting the platform for a 
variety of audiences. 

One element of the campaign is the 
equivalent of point-of-sale promotion. In 
this, the company provides promotional 
matenal to its dealers and distributors. In 
the political realm, this translates to post - 
ers, banners, bunting, buttons, stickers to 
be delivered to vanous party urats m the 
constituencies, distncts and states 

'I he best organised party will have a 
headstart in the point-ol-sale campaign 
Presumably, heie too, the winner will be 







the Congress with its far-flung network of 
state, district and block-level committees. 

P ress relations is another vital aspect of 
the campaigTi How the press portrays 
the party, it.s progiammes and its candi¬ 
dates is cnicial to image, which is the .soul 
of the campaign. This image caruiot be 
divorced from reality. So it is important to 
manage the reality and interpret it for the 
pn'ss. 

Clearly the best exponent of tins a.specf 
of the campaign is the Janata Dal. Starting 
from Fairfax and Rofors m 1987. the par¬ 
ty’s strategists won over the press. The 
walkouts in Parliament and all maiinet of 
other protests were undertaken with a 
view to the press gallery Party spokes¬ 
men kept hammering away at the corrup¬ 
tion theme and created a reasonable doubt 
about the Congress 
For Its part, the Congress alienated the 
press. Its spokesmen were arrogant, dis¬ 
missing the press as an urban phenomenon 



with little impact on rural Iridi.i The 
strategy came a croppei New.-iiiicn dis¬ 
missed Congi’ess replies on ( orniptiori and 
flocked to the Janata I >al. 

Jiidguig from pies' .'.''vemge Ihi- tune 
the Congress seems to have ic.ilisetl the 
error of its 1989 strategy Though ediio 
nal writers and op-ed pundiis still seem 
hostile, the pariv viewpoint is getting 
through in the news and anaivsis colunms. 

If it continues to woo the piess aggres¬ 
sively, the Congress can wipe out the 
hostility to it, especially because an irnpoi 
tant segment of the press leels dupi'd 
because the National Front gnvenirnent 
did not keep its election promise of reveal¬ 
ing the truth about Bofors and various 
other scandals. 

Perhaps the most visible aspect ol the 
election campaign is advertising. Fspci lal 
ly with the spread of consunieri.-.in, In th<> 
last election campaign, the Congress lani 
(laign became controversial and re.^-ulied in 
negabve perceptions, which were fanned 


a 
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in the editorial ixiyes by host:!, jouiii.ilists. 

fhe Janata Dal/National Front h.irdiv 
advertised, choosing to relv instead on 
edifonal cover.ige hostile lo ilie I ongie.ss 
advertising campaign. Tlie UJP did .xiver 
t:.->e hut showed its url).in iiadei lu.r. Its 
adverti.semeii's kioked remaik.ihlv siniiiai 
to wliat a small-time iiilian li.uii i oi niei 
chant might issue 

This time, the impending adv/Tii>ing 
campaign by the vanoiis jsilitual p.iMic 
ha,-- drawn much piess atlention Si? t nu i.i' 
IS this aspi-ct III the inirids ol (i.iilv sli.'leg 
isls that ( oiigress piesident Kaiu < ..indlu 
<-arlv on told newsmen to ospi i' .1 0 I 1 
campaign 

But one o( the problems with poliiual 
advertising is that those who biiel iln 
ageiK tes h.ive a piolileni l.iigeting .ii;di 
ernes And tins is the critu al lust step in 
anv advertising. 'I he giowth and iiuie.is 
ing sophistication of media planning is .ini 
file lestiinonv. 

However, ui [?olitical adverlising p.ii1| 
briefers often confuse the audicrne f'h- 


How the press portrays the 
party, its programmes and 
its candidates is crucial to 
image, which is the soul of 
the campaign. This image 
cannot be divorced from 
reality. So it is important to 
manage the reality and 
interpret it tor the press 


overwhelming rural bias and the h.ive not 
syndnmie, which doininali polilii .il ihiiiK- 
ing ill this loiiiitry, result in inefledive 
advertising So yim have the ini ongi uoie 
depiction of rural progies- and develop 
inent in h.itd-nosi-d business dailie- I he 
lesson Lead with a media plan, then woik 
out the messages unilei an iiinhrella 
Ifieme 

A key audieme, campaign stralcgish 
musi target is the [larty itself I fiis i*- the 
equivalent of employee (oiiininnii .itions 
The objective is to charge uj? worki is to 
go out and spread the ptirtv’s int ss.ige 
Though not very visible, this p [wihaps 
the most important part ol Ihe laiiipaign It 
the jiarty is not mobilised, it cannot fiojie 
to win. 

In this relatively new are.i, too, the 
Congress is out front of the other fiarlies 
Use of videotapes and audiotape^ lia.s now' 
become commonplace. The party lead- 






erslup uses tlifse modem ttx)!*. lo com¬ 
municate with the rank and file. The BJI', 
to(.». makes effective use of these media, 
except they are used in addition to solicit 
voters. 

f’ublic relations is equally imjxirtant in 
an election campaign. The idea is to ideii 
tify key constituencies and actively solicit 
their support. Both the Janata Dal/Nalional 
Front and the BJI' have a headstart here 
The problem is they have defined then 
constituerR'ies much tiKi narrowly. 

With Uie Dal/Front it is the bai kward 


casies and with the BJI’, fundamentalist 
llindus- Their assumption is each consti¬ 
tuency forms an electoral majority. Their 
strategists clearly hope they can mobilise 
them to vote en bloc. 

It is highly unlikely the strategy will 
work Communists the world over have 
tried lo awaken people through ideology. 
Granted theirs is a far more intellectual 
approach while the Dal.'Kront and BJP 
appeal is pnmordial. Still, in the long tenn 
human beings do not take kindly to ideolo¬ 


gical appeals, though they may be awed for 
the moment. Hitler used a similar primor¬ 
dial platform in Nazi Germany and he along 
with his country came to grief. 

Whatever the outcome of the eleetkm, 
the election camj^ign will play a cntical 
role in influencing it. I began by saying that 
political marketing has come of age in In¬ 
dia. Not quite, perhaps. Because the par¬ 
ties see their nvals for votes as enemies 
rather than competitors. But still there are 
healthy signs that new rules of the game 
are evolving 


Sam Balsara on why theCongress(I) is like Cinthoi soap 


Y ou need tn twines^ the diMipline and 
skills of ad\ertisiiig .iiul iiiaikeling lo 
sell tlie politician Ujien I .sell a pio- 
duct, sav, Ciiilhol. 1 don't .have a ktrge 
target audience which is hitlei ahoui the 
soap, saying, "Cmlhol c/ioi h.n "In politic 
al advertising, thete is. 

()iieim]Hirlarit diifctcnce makes political 
advertising differ Ironi brand oi service 
advertising: Recognising I he fact that the 
taiget audience m electorate may ha\e 
very strong, deep-rooted beliefs about a 
certain political party oi candidate. You ate 
not starting at zero, sometimes you start 
on a negative point It is necessary to 
recognise wliere the .starling point is 
You have to be lai mote sensitive about 
cralung words. It's almost like handling a 
new bride. Evervthmg could just go 
wrong. That's the fundamental difteience 
between pi'lilical and brand advertising 
Another iinporftni thing about trying to 
market a politician is that you are lai more 
open lo mudslmging from the opponent 
against the caniptiign. The opponent m.i\ 
attack the campaign itsidf, this is not >o 
common in brand adxcrtising unless the 
campaign is \et\ protocalive. 

We have the expeiieiice in lakinit caie 
oi the Uongiesstl' camjMign in >011111 Bom- 
bav in the last two elections. We've tell 
that the world ovei negative advertising in 
politic.s mav work But oui electoiale (ti'i 
example, south Bomh.iv with vvhotii wc 
have expenence) doesn't appieu.ite it. 
I’nfortunatelv. i think tin,', is too deep 
rooted m a politician, 'loii di.tw liieiti into .t 
political di.scussioii and I can th.illenge you 
tlrat in bO seconds lie will stop talking 
about hinisell and vmII talk liadlv about the 
other guy. ! don't kmivv vvhv but I think it 
must be easier to do ihat rather than 
saying how good I .im How i.m 1 sell mv 
advertising agenev bv rinimng dtiwn 
others.-’ I must find some good in'ints. 
however mea.slv, and pioject them 'I liai',s 
where the skill ol the pet son c.imp.iigmng 
comes in. 


With tlie Indian electorate, one must 
recognise that advertising plavs a maiginai 
role in making up the voters' mind. In 
conventional prt>duct or service advertis¬ 
ing. the greatet the media pressure, the 
greater the impact In political advertising 
this can be counter-productive. We Indi- 
an> hav e a great thing foi the underdog. It 
calls tor a certain amount of skill to be seen 
and heard above the noise level, but at the 


in conventional product or 
service advertising, the 
greater the media pressure, 
the greater the impact, in 
political advertising this can 
be counter-productive. We 
Indians have a great thing 
for the underdog 


s.mie turn not ap|)c3r to bt overdoing i! 
'I’he .si'ze of the advertising, trec|Ueni > and 
scheduling must make vour point ■ but not 
too much, and so often that people say, 
"This guy has more money than brains. ’’ 

Entireiy by my own personal experi¬ 
ence, 1 feel political advertising goes for 
something warm, friendly, firm- not thre¬ 
atening—"wanung you of the consequ¬ 
ences . " To some extent it's the same 
with a client—if 1 walk into a Calcutta 
office and say, "1 am vvaming you. if you 
don't take my agency-, yout business will 
go right down. Other agencies are bad . " 
I’ll lose a client, and if I'rn not lucky, my 
neck 

1 did the campaign tot Muiii Deoia 
(south BombaV) when 1 was w-itii Mudrn in 
19b4. We (Madison) handled it in and 
are doing it again. Our last campaign lor 
Murli Deora when luxtajiosed with the 
Congress(l) campaign did l-uni a world ta 
good. .Meet the man who made ti possi 
ble ■ was the mam line for the subjects 
from tenants to eye camps to immunisa¬ 
tion and free school uniforms 

That was the campaign—but .Murii 
Deora saying it about Murli Deora is good. 
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Annual 

Pledges 

E very year, Marrh brings 
in a flurry of artivity 
amieri at alleviating injurious 
feelings in feminine hearts. 
International Women’s I)ay 
IS obsei’veH on the eighth 
day of the month amid 
sjieeihes, functions, and 
piomi.jcs (ilioui the advent of 
the era of equality 

By this time, one would 
Iwve thought that a special 
day to mouth mane pledges 
would no longer lie neces- 
sary, conceni for the wck-s 


of women all over the world 
should have been imbued 
into the swial mainstream. 
Earmarking a specific date to 
bemoan their plight simply 
emphasises the fact that the 
women’s movement is still a 
long way from its goal; self 
reliance and liberty retnatn- 
mg a far cry. 

Come March 2000, the 
scene is likely to remain the 
same, because the sporadic 
efforts by a few dedicated 
workers will go waste, as it 
is doing now, in the face of 
mass indifference. Only an 
integrated and continuous 
effort could spare women 
from gathering on a certain 
day every year to underline 
and share their .sense of de¬ 
privation We hope the 21 st 
century will prove the turn¬ 
ing point and enable the 
female species to lift theu" 
voices in a paean. 


Tokyo Tales 



attention riveted to Japan, 
and the feat was considered 
symbolic of the future of 
Japanese women. But alas, 
despite its feminists, who 
are indeed hard-working, 
the women m Japan’s male- 
dominated society still have 
a long way to go. 

Recently, the government 
deaded to allow women to 


be hired by Japan’s leading 
railway companies. But 
although a pioneer role 
awaits 10 of the 60 women 
graduates hired so far, the 
women will only be able to 
check tickets on trains oper¬ 
ated by the East Japan Rail¬ 
way Company. They will not 
be permitted to take over all 
the tasks of their male coun¬ 
terparts; even something as 
trivial as the opening and 
dosing of doors wiU be de¬ 
nied them. 

Against this backdrop, it 
hartUy comes as a sunrise 
that Japan’s most eligible 
bachelor, Crown Prince 
Naruhito, should seek a 
bride who must ideally be a 
Brooke Shields lookalike but 
(and herein lies tlie catch) in 
keepmg with Japanese tradi¬ 
tions, not have had former 
boyfriends m her 25 years. 
Some hope, that! 


Psychedelic 

Harvest 

''T^hc Development of Ru- 
1 ral Women and Chil 
dien. a scheme of the Inte¬ 
grated Rural Development 
Ptograinme (IRDP.i, is 
cieating waves ui the south¬ 
ern parts of the country, 
especially in Penyai district. 

Under this project, nearly 
fit) groups, each comprising 
15 to 20 women, are actively 
engaged m vanous prixiuc- 
live units in the villages of 
tins district, their work rang¬ 
ing from acting as beauti¬ 
cians to riMking curry pow¬ 
der, coUecUng spices from 
the f o I e s t and even 
shoe making. 

In rural Sathvamangalani. 
lot instance, the group 
acting as beauticians calls it- 
sell Disco. The name, 
curiously, has little to do 
with any kind of choreog¬ 
raphic skill. The Disco 
women are employed for 
bndaJ nuike-up and decora¬ 
tion of the mandapam. 
These women are profes¬ 
sionally trained and are just 
as skilled as their urban 
counterparts. And they 
charge just as much too (Rs 
250 for bridal make-up). 


Often, the women turn 
their hand to tailoring to earn 
a quick buck The Disco 
women are now keen to dab¬ 
ble in video filming since 
video recording of marriage 
ceremonies is in hot de¬ 
mand. 

According to the collector 


of Periyar district, over 
10,000 women have reaped 
from this venture over the 
last seven years. More than 
half of these beneficiaries 
are Harijans, who have thus 
been able to ensure better 
living conditions. 

In places like Karattupa- 


layam, Haiijan women, who 
were formerly agricultural 
labourers, are now earning 
something like Rs 20 per day 
by making shoes and leather 
bags. The state transport 
corporations have proved 
willmg buyers but in general, 
the marketing procedure 
leaves much to be desired. 

All the groups are duly 
repstered and funded by the 
government of India, the 
state government and the 
Unicef. The money helps 
purcha.se raw materials and 
is used as capital for all in¬ 
come-generating schemes. 
Banks offer loans and indi¬ 
vidual members are entitled 
to a subsidy under IRDP 
norms. 

Vocational training is 
imparted under a scheme 
called Trysem—Training of 
Ritral Youth for Self Emptoy- 
ment. Plans are afoot to 
launch women’s cooperative 
^oups for production of dis¬ 
tilled water, batteiy acid and 
also for mushroom cultiva 
tion, besides opening res¬ 
taurants with women oper¬ 
ators. if the sense of weD- 
being is anything to go by, it 
is time other states took up 
the cue. 

Sudipta Bhattachar jee 
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THAKURDALM OF JHAMAPDKUR 
RAJBATI 



(xm 




’ ip.ifii”: < 


Ttif Jhamapukiir Kajbali, 
situat(.‘d at 1, Jhamapukur 
Lane in central Calcutta, was 
established by Digambar Mit- 
ra. He was born info the well- 
knowi Mandirhati family of 
Koniiagarin 1818 or 1817. His 
grandfather, Ramrhandra Mit- 
ra, was a cashier in a merchant 
firm. He died leaving Ks 
;■)() OOO to his three sons. Shib- 
chaiidra, Sambhuchandra and 
Kaiknshna Digantbar was the 
son of Shibchandra. 

Digambar studied m Hare 
School and later joined the 
Hindu College where he was 
fortunate to have Elen'rio as 


his teacher He beg,in his 
career as a teacher in Knglish in 
a .Murshidabad school. Later, 
he rose to become the distr k t 
magistrate of Rajshalii (now in 
Bangladesh), .'\fter various 
odd jobs, Digambar joined the 
estate of Raja Krishnanath of 
Cossimbazar on a monthly sal¬ 
at y of Ks 100 He later became 
the estate manager and was 
rewarded with Rs 1 lakh for his 
■sertices. He left this job, too, 
and started his own business m 
indigo and silk In 18-17, he 
suffered heavy losses and 
came back to Calcutta to work 
in st(K'k dealing through which 


he amassed huge property and 
subsequently became a zamindsr. 

Digambar held many re¬ 
sponsible positions. To name a 
couple, he was appointed the 
first Bengali sheriff of Calcutta 
in 1874 and was the lone Indian 
representative at the Epidemic- 
Feeder Commission 

Basically a conservative 
man, Digambar opposed 
widow mamage and anti¬ 
polygamy movement. He died 
on April 20, 1879. Of his two 
grandsons, Manmathanath and 
Narendranath, the former 
shifted to his own house in 
Shyampukur, north Calcutta, 


while the latter continued to 
stay at his ancestral place 
The Jhamapukur Kajbati was 
among the betier-knowm build¬ 
ings of Calcutta m the 19fh 
century. Today, a large por¬ 
tion of It has been sold out and 
the palace looks totally diffe¬ 
rent from what it was. Howev¬ 
er, the thakurdakn (courtyard 
facing the Radha-Knshna tem¬ 
ple in the palace) still remains 
intact and, together with the 
huge cast iron lion figure, 
stands reminder to its glorious 
past. Sn Sri Ramakrishna was 
a regular visitor to this Radha- 
Krishna temple. 
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INNER EYE □ Bejan Daruwalla 


#.> March 21 - April 20 

^ “ The first three days ot 

-the week will be ideal 

for romance, finance and luck of 
the draw Calls, contacts and 
correspondence are absolutely 
certain You will have enough of 
romance to stop any complaints 
Finance is in focus and it in¬ 
cludes buying, selling and trad¬ 
ing Overindulgence could cause 
health problems Travel is fore¬ 
told Children, guests and 
beautification lake top priority at 
home 

rii] aurus 

I April 21 - May 20 
• The mam trends of 
-- the week are person¬ 
al equations, tiome and family, 
property and prices, and parents 
and in-laws In finance, see that 
money owed to you is returned 
in time, and also try to repay 
otfiers on the dot. Love will fly to 
you on eager wings Health may 
pose slight problems towards the 
weekend The home and family 
promise kicks and kisses as 
folks behave contranly 

■ EMINI 

IW May 21 Jurrtr 20 

Fan out to people and 
- — J places, and be ready 
lor opportunities this week Ex¬ 
penses will multiply A deal can 
be struck but avoid unnecessary 
hassles In romance, you will be 
happily busy Health problems 
are possible, so a medical 
check-up will be ideal Travel 
only if it IS a must and after due 
reservations, precautions 

ANCER 

Jura 21- July 20 

^ Shoot and talk 

i- straight, be on the 

lookout tor opportunities of 
advancement, socialise and be 
exceptionally amiable and out¬ 
going Romance includes 
socialising and entertainment 
The first three days are excellent 
for financial matters There may 
be some good news towards the 
weekend Minor health irritations 
will be overcome Travel is tore- 
,seen now and in the next week 
as well 


I I July 21—August 21 

Tne week is char- 

__ .j acterised by hard 

work, a bit ot romance to ba¬ 
lance if. and a few health vexa¬ 
tions and opposition It will be 
best to do your duty. Personal 
problems come to the tore. En¬ 
counters and meets lead to ro¬ 
mance Contracts, overtime and 
an offer to do part-time work af¬ 






ter office hours are foretold 
Work might entail a tnp, an im¬ 
portant connection or collabora¬ 
tion 

-mf] IRGO 

August 22—Seo' 22 
" Journey, publicity, 

_—J ceremony, contacts, 

expenses and meets are the 
week's mam trends Loans and 
funds do claim your time In ro¬ 
mance, secret ties are possible 
Collaborations, trading, selling, 
shopping and import-export are 
emphasised in finance. Com¬ 
munication and contacts are also 
foreseen in the next 30 days 
This week you may have to visit 
hospitals and medical research 
centres 


BIRTHDAYS 


April 21 

Moon’s first quarter: This quarter 
makes your creativity and 
romantic impulses flow freely. 
Jealousy, the green-eyed mons¬ 
ter, will show Its ugly face Take 
your chances, go your way and 
try to help others as much as you 
can Hobbies and children give 
joy. 

April 22 

Moon trine Mercury. Success 1$ 
promised, so play It cool and 
play it right. Any sort of pioneer¬ 
ing work or expansion is definite¬ 
ly advisable. The same holds 
tme for romance and housing. 
Take a shot at anything in life. 

April 23 

trine Sun; Vtfork with a will 
and ba sure of rewards, say by 
August or October. The trick is to 
persevere, as the moon shows a 
little bit of vacillation and lack of 
constant application. Children, 
romance, marriage and changes 
at home are oreordained. 


IBRA 

• Sept 23—Ocl 22 

“ While favours may be 

-granted the pnee-tag 

to them could be heavy Buying 
Of selling will be important A 
change, transfer or al least plen¬ 
ty of movement are likely Ro¬ 
mance IS not ruled out, but con¬ 
centrate on finance Money, 
childbirth and a round of enter¬ 
tainment are promised. 

-CORPIO 

Ocl 23—Nov 22 

There will be clashes 

_this week and a little 

care m relationships is advis¬ 
able Romance will certainly be 
your cup of tea In finance, see 


April 24 

Moon trine Uranus-Neptune; If 
you use your Imagination and 
deterniination, game, set and 
match are all yours! You will not 
need to blame the stars now. 
They are on your side. Ask and .it 
shall be given 

April 25 

Moon sextile Pluto: This is a 
powerful formation provided you 
work on a high pressure level 
and have the enthusiasm to fol¬ 
low through with a plan, a line of 
action or a pursuit. 

April 26 

Mwn trine Saturn, square Mars; 
Both the good and the bad are- 
foretold in massive proportiomt. 
You reach new heights and pay 
the full price. This Is a birth^ar 
of changes, twists and turns. 

April 27 

Moon trine Venus, opposition 
Mercury. A step at a time is the 
key to victory. You do not have 
to rush things. You will have 
comforts and money. But there 
will be a strange dissatisfaction 
and nervousness which, luckily, 
can be overcome. 


that there are no complications; 
be clear and concise in all that 
you undertake An old chronic 
complaint might cause some 
health problems. Travel if neces¬ 
sary or await others to come to 
you. The home and family prom¬ 
ise a mixed grill as relatives and 
family members blow hot and 
cold. 

AGITTARIUS 

Now 23—Dec 20 

The week s mam 

-trends are a mb- 

switch, a wee bit of speculation, 
religious rites and functions, pets 
and projects, and the lure of dis¬ 
tant places At socials and 
gathenngs, your luck will hold In 
finance, many commitments and 
assignments will come your way, 
so be street smart and ready 
You will be working on too many 
fronts, so learn to rest relax and 
meditate You could well be im¬ 
pelled to travel 

^ APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 
^ Loans, funds and in- 

__ vestments, fused with 

a little bit of fun and creativity, 
make up the weex In romance 
there will be claims laid upon you 
and you will love superbly. 
Arthritis, cough and cold may 
cause trouble, but you do get 
over these Travel is signified in 
Mav. Joint-finance, loans and 
buying or selling are definitely 
highlighted. Changes in the 
home continue in May 

QUARIUS 

/M Jan 20—Feb IB 

The main trends are 

- marriage, romance, 

changes on the home, parental 
and property frontiers—could be 
of a mixed nature though—and a 
flurry of excitement in your work 
Romance promises a big yes to 
love in finance, close deals 
clean and fast, leaving no tang¬ 
les behind The last three days 
could find you feeling uneasy un¬ 
less you take adequate health 
precautions 

- ISCES 

Feb 19—March 20 

A job-hop, fanning 

_ out to people or 

places, children and creativity 
characterise the week Also ex¬ 
pect a promotion in May in ro¬ 
mance, the first five days are for 
a build-up, then consummation. 
Focus on work and perks, and a 
possible change are expected in 
finance. This is the last tough or 
uneasy week before you are in 
the clear regarding health. At 
home the process of change will 
last till June 
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THE REBBER 


“w 


'hy don’t Calcutta models 
make it anywhere?” says 
the foaoi^yed magazine 
Hy tai^ mm on the veran- 
iU-teoWn Qfliitti advertismg 


girl frantically tifcihg on the veran¬ 
dah of a weU-lenoWn advertising 

agency. “Aren't ttuK bees in Cal¬ 

cutta? Why doitt you gmnif a dance?” 
Visions of Suchitn Sopdya Oevi, 
Apana Sen Jam i^obea of 

her eyes. Rarirtiwe, ShiinMa'tiipxe. Le- 
901 a of tp)ldeaddDned'Ba^.1ieauties 
bided mto stardhedwfate.aad led. 

'TbprofMideinK'* si^ ttb creidiw 

The vanmi b w with 

the npUSty (i% fautift bwie;.^ 

A shoot is set upend ready. The studio 
Ixmked. The mode]? Wei, a sbdit switch. 
She’s being flown in from Bombay. Pic¬ 
tures sent by the .Bm^y office model 
c(x>rdinator are ail over the place fanning 
from hand to hand. Sharon, Sherri, Poc^, 
Mehr...Malavika! Account executives tug 
their collars, flex their biceps and cultivate 
a gleam in their eyes. “Wiat time’s the 
shoot? Right, we’re coming!” The list of 
‘comers’ aimes to about 15. At the same 
time, a telex hits ffie office: send the car to 
the airport with someone to meet her. 
Arrange a hotel room. She’ll want to 
freshen up. She’ll need to rest at least two 
hours before the sh(x)t. She’ll have to 
catch the Bombay flight, so be done by 5 
pm. Show her what you shoot. She’s very 
worried about not looking good. 

Car. Hotel roont Looking good? Can 
Calcutta handle Bombay standards of 
makeup? The {ffiotograpber promises to 
be on hand with a New York returned 
makeup woman who can w ork wonders 
with gel and mousse. Cars. Hotel rooms. 
Looks. Visions of Bombay tantrums im¬ 
pend. The 15 .setf-invited visitors to the 
shoot are gently but firmly discouraged 
with promises of, "We’ll wave her by the 
office once if we can after it’s all over” or 
“Well try and bring her around once at 9 
on the way from the airport. Can you guys 
be in around 9?” 

'Hie car is arranged. It and an account 
executive are duly despatched to the air¬ 
port to arrive one-and-a-half hours before 
the plane lands. When it does land, on 
time, no one recognises the model She 
walks straight through to the car park m 
jeans, hom-rimmed fosses and a totally 
unmade-up face. No swish of scarlet lip- 
st^ or siren trail of perfume. “I’m used to 
it,” she says later to the account execu¬ 
tive’s ashen-faced apologies. “A man came 
to interview me for something or the 
other. I opened the door. 1 was wearing 
Bermudas— He didn’t recognise me. 1 


What distinguishes the 
Bombay modefs 
professionalism from her 


BAND 

MI3 M JlmmI/ 

THING 


Malavika Tiwari: The face of a professional 






told him 1 was me and he gulped and said, 
‘But you l(K)k so plain!’ 

“I,ater, of course, when he wrote the 
article, he said I opened the door looking 
as Iresh and glowing as a daisy and ! was 
funous with him...” 

There is a face with a pronounced 
widow’s peak, hollows under the eyes and 
a delicately cleft chin that most of India 
recognises instantly on a page. A face that 
peers out of prime-time television 
screens, vulnerable and infautely fragile. 
The face that the tabloids .said belonged to 
a good ccmvent educated girl who made it 
to the top in the big world of Bombay 
advertising. 

This is Malavika Tiwari on the differ¬ 
ence between modellmg in Calcutta and 
n^elling in Bombay. ”lt's more disci¬ 
plined in Bombay... 'Ihere are a lot of 
chques. Photographers have their own 
preferred models. People said I was one of 
those because J was living with a plwlo- 
grapher... It's easier to be a m^el if 
you’re living with your parents and some¬ 
one’s taking care of your meals. You spend 
such a lot of time not working. Running 
from photographer to photographer hoping 
for an assignment.” 

A photo session in progress 


IT 
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Burnout is high, she says, and the 
returns are not nearly enouf^ when you 
take mto account the fact that you mifdit 
make a lot of money for five years and 
mithing at all forever... 

The US-returned makeup woman is 
late. Since the photofp'apher’s phone is out 
of order, he dashed out to make a call. 
“That’s why this dty will never do," he 
fpnmbles i^n he returns. “She’s gone 
out and her mother doesn’t know when 
she’ll be back and I told her this shoot was 
on two days ago.” 

The model offers to start her own 
makeup rather than waste time. She pulls 
out a beige rectangle which jack-in-the- 
boxes into several trays of eyeshadows, 
blushes, gel, mousse, lipstick and hair col¬ 
our. "Let’s leave my liands out of the 
shot,” she says very matter of factly. ’’I’ve 
got very ugly hands.” 

The account executive takes the car to 
go in search of the art director and 
promptly foses his way. The assistant 
account executive and the trainee visualis- 
er arrive in varymg states of hysteria— 
which mounts when they disaiver the abs¬ 
ence of the makeup lady. “WhatH she 
think?” they whisper, referring to the 



model. The proximity of Bombay is buying 
quite a few nerves. 

Malavika; “Some of the bigger stars, 
you know, will charge Rs 1 lakh or more 
for a day’s shooting. And then they'll walk 
in and throw tantrums and refuse to do 
what they’re toW.” She mentions a well- 
known south Indian star who charged Rs 7 
lakh for a commerdal and then msisted 
tiiat she wouldn’t touch the product. "As if 
it were going to give her some sort of 
infection. The cmly thing they’re good ab¬ 
out modelling for is Lux because of the 
image..." 

A Goya-esque vision, complete with 
lace head scarf suddenly materialises out 
of thin air: the liS-trained makeup lady, 
convinced that the shoot cannot be hap¬ 
pening today. "There’s this fashion show 
happening tonight. They’re all modelling 
there—^Mehr, Binita. I thought she...” 
Slie looks at all the makeup ranged round 
the dressing room and yanks out her own 
contribution to the proceedings. The mod¬ 
el uses a pancake base. I'he makeup lady 
does not believe in it Eyes lock in tfie 
mirror. At this interestipg the 

agency discree^^,ti|ffo^t^ ^ tiiit'roQm. 

T here a|^woota-and shoots. Tli^ 
are shl||i. where ,t^etr 

shoulders a^&ms 
sponge so th^fbthes tSape loS 
like mannequinjt irtiile someone pulls a 
cotton thread attached to their trousers to 
make sure the crease is knife-like. This is 
a pure and simple face shoot without even 
a pack shot 

“Oh yes, the pack shot,” Malavika 
laughs and pulls out a story about a cfient 
notorious for her tantrums in Bombay. 
“She liad everyone sitting around. So the 
art director grabbed a waiter without being 
invited, ordered a double scotch and soda 
on the rocks and gulped it down frist Then 
he looked at the model. Dimple, who was, 
stretched out across the sofa in a leopard 
print swimsuit and said, ‘Let’s |nit the 
product in her hand'. He prom^ly ggt 
sacked from the account. ” 

The problem is not the pack shot but 
the hair, in a state of elegant dishevell- 
ment She mousses and unmousses. Gels 
and ungels. Back brushes, dries and 
streaks. “I permed my hair at 1.30 last 
night,” the makeup lady contributes sym¬ 
pathetically, rearranging her lace scarf. 
The model seats herself between the 
lights. She turns her head and a cascade of 
hair obscures her features till she looks 
more I3ce the kiss of the spider woman 
than anythmg else. 

The account executive finally material¬ 
ises with the art dfrector, who takes one 
look at the proceedings and screams for 
more geL While the ^ is happening, he 
analyses the model’s ^tures part by part. 
A hollow on the left side iff her nose has to 
be disguised. A fine to the right of her 




Sherri Meher-Homji: Another popular Bombay model 

lips. Take a deep breath and think, come- 
and-aet-me. 


mouth has to be allowed for. Perhaps a 
fitter or two can soften some of the strain 
showing. “You should have ordered her to 
rest!” the art director storms. 

“If you take modelling careers, mine 
hasn’t been exactly ideal. There were nine 
months when 1 wasn't doing anytiung at 
al” Some of the tabloids even said she's 
lost it, the famous fragile freshness. Then 
she came back again, into the IT film 
circuit. 

“Now I recognise the face,” the 
account executive says, looking at the 
makeup. “When she walked in at the air¬ 
port, I thought something was wrong. I 
heard someone say, “There goes Malavika’ 
aotr'l sakL ‘Where?’" 

The art directiMT demands glycerine and 
gets it He takes a lethal-looking three¬ 
pronged comb and pitchforks hair over her 
face while she practises sultry come-hither 
looks, trying hard not to blink. Then he 
gets a |dant spray and squirts her with a 
Sue m^ of water. The glycerine gets 
into her eyes and the water drips off the 
end of nose like a bad case of the 
niffles. *$ 01 ^ 14001^01 face,"the makeup 
woman cooes. 'Iww the real challenge is 
udien you make an ugly woman look 
bmti^ ; there was this other girl 

hlw^ihraps ^ bee sctk.even tifditer 
around her head to keep ber perm in 
order. 

'The shot takes half'an4ieur. Getting 
the hair right takes two, and that doesn't 
even take into account die thae spent with 
the hair dryer. 

It’s the makeup box that dbtinguishes 
the professional model fnan the pretend 
one. A lipstick for evesy light, a hair grip 
for every occasion and a never-endmg 
source cn rubber bands. The photographer 
sighs and says that Calcutta mfxiels never 
bm enough rubbo' bands. 

'^'^Idabvfia detues being a typical Bombay 
model. There is a group who hang 
together, bitch and go to discos. ‘Tve got 
to take care of my house. And that makes 
the choice very simirfe. You can either go 
discoing or get people to cwne home for 
diimer.” Unlike other models, she has a 
hobby which she would like to take 
seriously if she has the time: photography. 
“I’m all right with people. But you can’t te 
a photographer and just shoot people. I’d 
like to train under someone, but I can't live 
on a trainee (Aotographer’s pay.” 

As for films, she would much rather 
stay on TV and not get into the Ainitabty4 
Mithuiyi, Dimple// sceiK. Mind you, she 
has been in a film. And so, she talks about 
the time she was in Octi^ussy. "A Delhi 
model coordinator got some of us 
together. I was straight out of college and 
get^ eiglit g’s seemed like a dream— 
imtil ! discovered the girls hired from 
Bombay were getting 18 g’s. 


“Anyway, there we were, all these girls 
from Bombay and Delhi. Iliey put us into 
these Amrapalli style clothes and made us 
row the royal barge. One, two, three, 
whump! One, two, three, whump. It was 
one ^ot, you barely .saw anybody Then 
they made us lie around in bikinis while 
Bond passed about 2(1 feet away...” 

The client flickers througli the studio, 
asks the model to pout once, takes a look 
at a Polaroid to see whether the effect is 
right, then leaves. Very little is visible 
except for people anxiou^y dabbing at hair 
with green blobs of gel and it looks far Uxi 
ung^morous to be true. "I think you’re 
having fon at my expense, ” the model says 
and vamps a sexy grimace for no reason at 
all. “When’s that flight?” asks the art 
director. “We have to move fast. No, she 
cannot rest. If she rests, she’ll miss the 
fli^t," 

Some of the strain even shows through 
the filter and the amber lights. The 
makeup woman suggests a hi^ght on the 
nose and frets about the four models she 
has to get ready for the show in the even¬ 
ing. Even though shows are for less de¬ 
manding than this close photography. 
Malavika raises an eyebrow and her fore¬ 
head crinkles. The shot has to be redone. 
Archness had better be confined to the 


All my friends go to exotic plates like 
Mauritius or Singapore. Me, I usually end 
up in Madras or Calcutta or Bhopal. I’ve 
done it once in Bahrain and that was 
almost like doing it in India bt'catise the 
copywriters and art people were Indians 
and so was the photographer. I've never 
tried Europe and as for the US, there are 
work permit problems. Also you either 
have to be very American or very very 
exotic. And you have to fit into Amencan 
size clothes. They’d take tme look at me 
and they wouldn’t let me in!" 

At 4.31), with the abruptness of a mua- 
cle, everything is over. Tlie photographer 
leaves tor a meeting, the art director 
vanishes, the makeup lady scatters her 
visiting cards lavishly, then disapiicars into 
a taxi. All that’s left to do i.s to see the 
model back onto her flight and promise to 
telex her tlie nxHnent the transparenaes 
arrive and are a^iroved. 

"Now that’s professiona),” the creative 
director says, and doesn’t mean the agen¬ 
cy. But the crowning comment comes a 
day later from another harassed agency 
person hunting for a model m Calcutta. 
“Tumi l^lavika key shoot korky? Mama, 
kee jhinchak byapar! (You shot Malavika? 
Wow, what glamour stuff!)” ■ 
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An Indian Dancing Girl with a 
Hookah 

Tilly Kettle, 1772 

Oil on canvas, 193 x 119 (76 x 47) 

Inscribed: Kettle Pinxit 1772 on base of column to 
right 

Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection 

T he Awadh Court, which moved from Faizabad to Luck¬ 
now and back, soon gained a reputation as the most 
luxurious and refined of the late Mughal courts. It 
attracted soldiers, administrators, learned men and artists 
from the declining centres of Delhi and Agra. After the 
signing of the subsidiary alliance with the Company in 
1765 a wealthy group of British and European merchants, 
soldiers and officials also arrived, luxuriating in what 
became known as the ‘silver age’ culture. Temple dancing 
by girls given to the gods (devdasis) was common in the 
south where Tilly Kettle had first worked. But dances in 
the fluid north Indian style, Bharata Natyam, were a 
favourite entertainment for the Mughal aristocracy and 
proved of particular fascination to European travellers in 
search of the exotic. Dancing girls often achieved con¬ 
siderable celebrity and even power. They were often 
literate and made their way as courtesans, or even wives 
of notables. Until the final collapse of the court culture in 
1856, some celebrated women presided over salons at 
which poets and literati would air their works. 

Literature: Archer, 1979; Carmack, 1985 



The Composition Piece, a 
capriccio of Indian architecture 

Thomas Daniell, 1799 

Oil on canvas (private collection) 

'"phe most famous British landscape painters to visit India 
1 were undoubtedly Thomas Daniell and his nephew Wil¬ 
liam. They landed at Calcutta early in 1786, and in the 
course of the next seven-and-a-half years travelled exten¬ 
sively in the subcontinent. 

After a tour in the south in 1792—visiting temples and 
the hill-forts that had featured in the recent war against 







the Raj 

as told throu^ illustrations 


Tipu Sultan—the Daniells visited Bombay. There they 
joined the artist James Wales in his explorations of the 
rock-cut temples of the region. After Wales’ premature 
death in 1795, they used his sketches to produce a series of 
aquatint views of the temples of Eilora. 

The attraction of these temples for Wales and the 
Daniells was not just their strange and exotic aspects, nor 
only their Arcadian setting. As is evident from the 
aquatints, the artists had a serious archaeiogical interest 
too. The plates were intended to appeal to the scholarly as 
well as the aesthetic impulses of the connoisseurs, to offer 
them a thorough and exact source-book on early Hindu 
architecture. The same spirit pervades most of the 
Daniells’ work. Ihcir numerous oils and the magnificent 
aquatints of the six volumes of Oriental 5ce«ery (pub¬ 
lished after their return home, between 1795 and 1808) 
constitute a detailed record of many aspects of Indian 
architectural histofy. 


Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi 

Unknown artist, Kalighat, c. 1890 

Watercolour and silver on paper, 43.5 x 27.5 (17 x 

10.75} 

India Office Library and Records (Add. Or. 1896) 

T he Rani of Jhansi, India’s ‘Joan of Arc’, became an 
embodiment of female resistance and sacrifice in the 
service of the nation. Jhansi was a Maratha state, set in 
the midst of a countryside controlled by Bundela Rajputs. 
In 1817 the Peshwa ceded all rights over the Bundelkhand 
area to the British Government, but the little state con¬ 
tinued to exist until 1853 when the incumbent Raja died 
childless. Under Dalhousie's ‘doctrine of lapse’, the king¬ 
dom then escheated to the Company; but this was con¬ 
tested by his widow, the Rani, and by Indian'custom 
which allowed the royal family to adopt an heir. The Rani 
appealed, in vain, to the Company and her plaints were 
given an edge by popular hostility to changes wrought by 
the increased British presence, particularly by the slaugh¬ 
ter of sacred cattle. In the summer of 1857 mutinies broke 
out at both Jhansi and nearby Gwalior, one of the key 
fortresses of central India, and soon much of the country 
was up in arms. TTie Rani, fighting alongside Tantia Topi, 
valiantly defended both cities but was killed in action near 





the Phul Bdgh cantoncment at Gwalior in June* Ihe 
Bijtish Political Agent recorded that she was ovi rtaken 
testing and drinking sherbet near the Phul Bagh batteries 
All but fittcen id the rebels escaped but ‘The Ranee’s 
hoise refused to leap the canal, when she received a shot 
in the side and then a sabre cut on the head, but rode off 
She soon after fell dead and was burnt in a garden close 
by I he lebels weie deeply dispirited by the Ram's 
death (cited Ri/vi and Rhargava IMSy, iii, pp 462-1) 

As the Kalighat painting shows, the Rani quickly be 
came a cult heioinc She combined the female powci of 
the active goddess (slukti) with the virtue of self-saciifice 
associated with the medieval Raiput heroines who com¬ 
mitted sail after defeat Indian nationalists quickly took 
hci up as <1 svmbol of aimed resistance to British rule- 
even though her own motives <ippcar to have been patiio- 
tic defence of her dynasty s honour lather than any clear 
conce pt of Indian nationality I )iiring the so i allecf e\ 
licmist phase of Indian political activity from to IhIO 
hei image was taken out on floats during the Ramlila 
lestival to the irritation of the British polici 
/ iliiatun Sti\urk<ii /WW 



The Emporium of Taylor & Co. 
in Calcutta 

Sii ( hatles D'Dvh, t 
Watenoloin, IH I \ 2^ (7 \ ^) 

I he Iiuslees of Vu tona und Albeil Museum 
I ondon (IS / 1980) 

s the niimbei of Biitish women m India yic w duimg the 
nineteenth century so shopping facilities improved with 
the opening of l.irge warehouses which opeiated .dong 
I uiopean lines and stocked a wide range of highly 
coveted I rcnch and f nglish items including silver urns 
stiingscd pc .iris hunting s.iddlcs, tuys .md pre >ciyes 
Instead of sending then servants to the local ba/aai 
whcic goods were genci.dly comparable and much che.ip 
Cl l.idics prefei'cd to shop in person, .iccompanied by 
their gentlemen and this soon became a popular pastime 
Heic, D ()y ly depicts a group of British men and women 
wcaimg the day chess f.ishionablc aiound >81S 2S.ind 
.idmiring the meichiindise in 1 .ivlor s bmpotium a well 
known C alcutta store y» hich he also described in detail in 
his satiileal poem lorn Ritn ihe Otittm wiitten in 1824 
[lie looms rlumsches, as desu>natedptoxi 
I MU dmg long — txso htoiditd fei f oi muie 
And as m India t olonnades \s e lo\ e 
1 row of pillais (lit then le/v tore 
Of fiery tasteful aitule u note 
On tables heaped reseal then sailed (harms 
PoK t lam from I ram e and England glittering o ei 
W nil g(>ld and flow ered patte ns (/ 187^} 

And from the (eilmgs dtop uiipendous lusties 
And giiandoles and ihaiuMieis, that i le 
With ssall shades stiuk around in sputklmg 
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This lilusti.ition was omitted lioiii the published veision of 
the poem 

I nt ratlin I) ()\h Robiits M andVi (i Xrilur 
/y5s 


James Prinsep’s Memorial, 
Calcutta 

William I'linsi'p, < I8‘^9 

Oil on cam as, 62 2 \ 106 7 (24 "s \ 42) 

Spink d Son I III 

T his view in (. aleutta shows the stately lonie pasilion 
ere'eteel as a memorial to the Oiientalist seholar James 
Piinsep(17W 1840) He was one ol the eight sonsol lohn 
Priiisep a elcale i m mdigo in C ileutta in the 1 /70s and 
1780s and like most ol his brothers he also woiked m 
India His lust impoitant post was as Assay Master ol the 
Mint in Benares (1820 30) and living there eiieeaiiaged 
his mtere'st in antiquities He made toi example aele 
tailed survey ol the (ity s temples and lepaiied the 
minarets of Aurang/eb s mosque He was also a speeialist 
in niimismaties and early Indian languages In I s3h he 
elceiphere-el the Br ihmi seiipt the seript used in the Aso 
kan ediets—and so provided the key to important myster 
icsol early Indian hiUeiiy 

I ike some eil his hi others James was a gifted amateui 
artist theiugh the meisi aeeomphshed among them in this 
pursuit was William Vs iliiam’s oil shows his brothel s 
memorial in il‘ original setting at Prinsep s Cihat on the 
banks of the River llughly near f ort William The en 
viionment has smec ehangeel eonsiderahly theiugh the 
building still stands 



Sir Charles James Napier 
( 1782 - 1853 ) 

Attnhuted to Samuel Smart, 1840s (^) 

Oil on canvas, 3 x28 0 (H 9 \ 11 i) 

National Portrait Galleiy, London (3964) 

apier (1782-1853) went to India for the first tunc in 1841, 
after a distinguished career in the British army In 1842 he 
deployed the force that he was moving up to Afghanistan 
to subjugate the territory of the Amirs of Sind His 
campaign ended in annexation in 1843 Napier remained 
in Sind to establish a new British administration in spite of 
considerable criticism of the conquest in Britain He left 
India in 1847 but was recalled for the last stage of the 
second Sikh war 

The authorship of this portrait has not been firmly 
established (Ormond 1973) 

Literature tiollundn d , 111 p 28 I ambriik 19S2, Ormond 
1971, l,p 111, no 3964,11 pf 656 



Extracted from An Illustrated History of Modem India (1600 1947) 
general editor C A Bayly sponsored by fearson, published by 
Oxford University Press 1991, Rs 1250 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


11 'lull I Min's 


• AJooba F4radis« (ik'iiiinik 
Strrct Mijtstit (Kih 

Ahnud Kidwji Koid 122(i6) 
<>rac« (Mihatind <>indhi Knid 
)91(m) Knshni II C Uutti 
Strt»-t I ilkn Show 

li(ius< (Shibdas Khaduii Striet 
Vj/^70) Khdniid (Al’I. Road 
'i'iiiOj.'l J iRdt lAK Koad 
I6A10K) In^a (Intiri Kov Koad 
4717S7) Mtnolu ('larat <h«t«i 
jtt Avtnut 41041'^) Madhubin 
(Kefient Rark) 

A hlrn by Shasta Kapoor star 
ring Amitabh Bartidian Kishi 
Kapoor Dimplt Kapadii 'xmam 
'shamnu Kaporw and Amrish l*un 
Th< musu IS by Laxmikant 
RyanUI 



• Swiam Bewafa Lotus (S N diricUd by Satw tn Kunni and the 
BaneneeRoad U/MM) 4 shows musK is by Mthtsh Kt hor 
A box offitt tut this film on • Shikari jyoti (Itnni Sirira 
teenage love stirs Salinan Khan 2411 V) tioni (AJL Host Roid 

and debutante C handni It is 249K2KI Niaz (Ltwti (hitpui 


Road 277271) Moonbght O I 
Dutta Street 2S495b) Bini 
(Bidhan Sarani Runvis 

rcc (Raja Raj Kisjen Stttt* 
SSdOtl) Bdsusiet (S P Mukhci 
jti Road 4A4808) MalanihalKe 
gent Park) 

Mithun t hakr iborty N iseerud 
din Shah Varsha Usgaonkar 
Nattsha ind Amnsh I’un lit (Ik 
thief attraitiont in this blm 
dirtited by Kmesh Mehrt Iht 
niusv IS by Annu Malik 


lU nutMi t Mnis 


• Beder Meye Jo&na Kupbar i 
(Kidhan Sirani SS14H) Aruna 
(Mdiatma Gandhi Kind ISVKil) 
Bhiiati (S P Mukhtnte Road 
tidbWi) 1 4 7 

Ont of tht mint biy hits thi 
Binitladtsh productiwi stiis Chu 
mjtet and Anju (jbosh Otho in 
tht t 1 st art Siifuddin Uildii 
Nisit Ktiin Abbas Somi An uni 
k Suhhtndu Ainiinitb ind Bid 
bu) Iht film IS dm ti d by 
Matiyur Kthin in I inu ind thi 
musu IS by Abu I iht i 

• Bidhir Bidhan I) up in i 
(Bidhin Sirini ‘i >R08ltl Puini 
tS P Mukhtijtt K 11(1 I 1 >() ) 


Amitabh Bachchan in Shaahi Kapoor’s AJooba 








IT 


7 DAYS 


2.30.5.30,8.15, 

Anin Covil, Satabdi Koy, Raiqit 
Mutbck, Suinitra Mukheijee. Bc- 
joy Mohantv. Mohan Choti. 
Sangeeta Uas, Papia Adhikan and 
Tapas Paul comprise the main 
cast. The film is directed by 
Mohammed Mohsin and the music 
IS by Akshay Mohanty. 

,• Katha Dilam; Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani:'55304r>»- 2.30, 5.30, 8 15. 

Directed by Rajat Das and with 
music by Ajoy Das, the cast ui 
eludes Prasenjit, Asesha, Shakun- 
tala Barua, Skjumilra Banerjee and 
Sukhen Das 

• Mahaprithivi: Minar (Kidhan 
Sarani, .5.52753), Bijoli (S P 
Mukherjec Road, 473402), Cbha- 
biKhai tMahiitiiia (i.indhi Road, 
3.52740) 3. .5 f, 8 la 

A Mnnal Sen him. sl.imiiK Vic¬ 
tor Banetje*-. Nnimitra Ch.iltepee, 
Geetd Sen, Anjan Dutt, Anusua 
Mdjiimddi and Apani.'i Sen 


Special F.vents 


21 April: 6.30 pm 

In cDildboration v>'ith the (ISIS. 


'Stagecraft presents Harvey—a 
comedy play in three acts, directed 
by Rohit Pombra. The cast in¬ 
cludes Shalmi David, Meenu Gaur, 
Mithu Hiqi, Steve Gomez. David 
Atkins, Cho’S Didwr ‘Serre, Helen 
Gasper, Ashish Sood, Neil 
Mukbenee and Rohit Pombra. 

At Gyan Manch <11 Pretoria 
Street). 

22 April onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 

Spectrum Artists Circle v.-ill liold 
a week-long exhibition of patntingr, 
in the New South and South gal- 
lenes. 

23 April onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by Susanta Ghosh in the West 
Gallery. 

• A week-long exhibition ol Mri 
tunjoy Chakiabortys [rauUings in 
the Central Gallery'. 

• A week-long exhibition of photo¬ 
graphs bv Kushai Gangopadhvdv 
and Sounntra Dutta in the .North 
Gallery. 

• A week-long exhibition -it paml 
mgs by the students ot Sangeet 


'Shyamala in the New tiallerv, 

At Academy of Fine .Arts 
(Cathedra! Road: 284302) 

23 April: 6.30 pm 

Anva Theatre presents procce 
mum’s Hindi play, Baki luhas 
wiitten by Badal Siicdi and 
directed by Slieo Jhunjimnwala 

.At Afddemv ol Fine Ait.s 
(Cathedral Road, 284'{!l2'. 

24 April; 6 pm 

.An evening of enluiral piograni- 
;nev in inernoiv ol V I l.eniri, 
organi‘-ed bv Moiiiee. Natp.iin 
Kalakslieira and the cultural ile 
partment ol the I .SSR l■al^ul.ltc 
general in Cdl< atl,i, ieauiic' .iii 
Odissi recital bv liiiidsh-c Diill.i, 
Bh,irdta Ndlvam iiii',il tiv 
Khageildra N.itli Barni.ii of K.ilak 
shelra 

At Gotkv b,jdari i.'f Gorkv lei- 
lace, 172741 ,i4i)7' 

25 April: 6 pm 

As part of Aharid s filth annual 
him lion and m .nd ot Thakuniuktir 
Cancer centre ,iiid Well.iie Home, 
i’.iiKlidrn Vdidii will si.ige S.i()li 
Miira's Xi.ithihjti .An;w</idlwf 


.At Kahindrn Sudan (Cathedral 
Hviad; 284978) 

26 April: 7 pm 

Lavanya presents Mmi- 
ichwtani - -choreogiaphie innova¬ 
tion in Manipuri dance technique 
hv i’nii and .Sniii 

At <; [I Hirld Sabhagdr (29 
-Astuilosli (.b.oudliiiiv Avenue; 
4747171 

27 April: 6.30 pm 

Anamikd preseiils the Hindi 
loiiiedv plav. Ran Bii.in, b.ised on 
liadal Sit.ar''. original Bengali 
senpl and liansl.iled l>\ Dr Pra 
tiblia Ag.irv.al Direiled bv Binial 
i,a;h. (lie last nil hides Viiiiia he- 
llni, A|.i.v I iMiuiwedi, Yogc-sh Sun, 
.Amid lllialtdcliai ..i, l.a\:iii Pidsad, 
.\)av .\ti'-!a.i Ili'i-'h I li.ikk.ir .ind 
Adit I Sill ,11 

At K.iia M.oi'iii [B.isemetit I 
l5haKe'.|)< .ire s.ir.mi tl'.io^in 
2'’ April; 6.30 pm 

Padalik ll.iiii 1 t in le piesenls n 
Kitlhakali leiit.d bv Di M.ihiia 
Miikhi'rtee 

.At I’aiLctik l.iilli Ibealie Oi? 
■Vll. Bom Road. 17bil8'.) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival ami dapartura tlmas ara for Calcutta. Flguraa in brackats 
danota the days, 1 balng Monday. 


Printed here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390. 264433, 262415, 262548, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York:Dop (2) At-101 at 023C 
Bombay-Calciitta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Ar (5) AI-306 at 1915, 
Dep (5) AI-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay; Arr (6) AI-309 at 1910. 
Dep (6) A(-309at2025 
London-Delhl-Calculta: Arr (7) 
AI-<.32/1328 at 1230 

* Moacotw-Sharjah-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-537 at 1526 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
Dep (4) SU-538at 1725 

* Moscow-Tashkant-Karachi- 
Calcutta-Hanol: An 12) SU-541 
at 0640; Dep (2) SU-541 at 0750 

* Hanol-Caicutta-Karachl- 
Tashkent-Moscow: Arr (2’ SU- 
542 at 1615, Dep (2) SU-542 at 
1815 

Amman-Calcutta: An (4) RJ-184 
at 0645 

Calcutta-Amiran: Dep (5) RJ- 

185 at 0530 

V Bucharest-Caleutta-Bangkok; 

Arc ( 1 ) RO-063 at 1115, Arr (6) 
R0-063al 1046 Dep (1) RO-063 
at 1230, Dep (6) RO-063 at 1200 
- Bangkok-Calcutta-Bucharaat; 
Arr (1. 6) RO-064 at 2015. Dep 
(1,6) R0-064 at2130 

Calcutta-Singapora: Dep (2) 
SQ-416 at 1130 and Dep (4) SQ- 
420 at 1310 

Singapora-Calcutta: Arr. (2) SO- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4) SQ-420at 
1210 

Caicutta-Bangkok- Dep (2, 4, 7) 


iC-731 at 0900; Dep, (1,3, 6) TG 
314 at 1355 

Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr (2, 4, 7) 

IC-732 at 1500; An (1,3.6) TG- 
313 at 1240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep (2 4, 

7)’ IC-747 at 1600, Dep (1, 5) 
RA-214 at (455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr (2. 4. 
7). 10-748 at 1930, Art (1.5) RA- 
213 at 1355 

Calcutta-Ohaka: Dep (3, 6) IC- 

723 at 1340, Dep (daily) BG 092 
at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935 

Ohaka-Calcutta: An (3. 6) IC- 

724 at 1600, Arr (daily) BG-091 at 
1140 and BG-093 at 1855 
Caicutta-Chittagong; Oep (2. 5) 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chittagong-Calcutta: An (2. 5) 
BG-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep (2) KB-106 
at 0900. An (2) KB-1C5at0B00 


Domestic 


Calcutts-Bombay; Dep (2) Al- 
•101 at 0230 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr ( 1 ) Al-132e 
at 1230 


Calcutta-Dethi: Dep (daily) IC- 
402 at 1730 and IC-263 at 0700, 
Arr (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 
264 at 2235 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily); 
IC-273 at 2000 and IC-176 at 0850; 
Arr. (daily) IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 


2/4 at 1850 

Calcutla-Madras: Dep (daily) 
IC-765at 1700, Arr (daily) IC-766 
at 2210 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep (daily) 
10-771 at 0610, Arr (daily) IC-/72 
at 1200 

Delhl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchi- 
Calcutta; An (daily) IC-409 at 
1545 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna- 
Lucknow-Dalhl. Dep (daily) 10- 
410 at 0615 

Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep (daily) 
10-229 at 1340, Dep (1. 3, 5, 6) 
10-729 at 0800, An (daily) 10 230 
at 1630, An (1, 3, 5, 6) 10-730 at 
1100 

Calcutta-Agartala: Oep (daily). 
10-743 at 1330. Dep (3. 5. 6, 7), 
10-241 at 0700, Dep (1. 2. 4) IC- 
241 at 0700; Arr (daily) 10-744 at 
1600, Arr (3, 5, 6, 7) 10-242 at 
1350, Arr (1,2,4) lC-242at0900 
Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep (1) 10-287 at 0530 Arr (1) 
10-288 at 1220 

Calcutta-Port Blair; Dep (2. 4, 

6) 10-285 at 0530, An (2. 4. 6) 
10-286 at 1000 

Calcutta-Dtbrugarh; Dep (daily) 
10-201 at 1400, Arr (daily) 10-202 
at 1730 

Calcutta-Bagdogra’ Dep (daily) 


i IC 221 at 1 too, Arr (daily) 10-222 
at 1320 

Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Caicutta: Dep (2, 3 4, 5 7) 10- 
213 at 0600 An (2 3, 4. 5, 7) 
10-213 at 0955 

Calcutta-Silchar-Imphal. Dep 

(daily) 10-255 at 1050. An (daily) 
10-256 al 1530 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar Dup (t. 

2, 4. 7) 10-269 at 1650. Arr (t, 2. 
4, 7l 10-270 dt 1910 
Calcutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep (3, 5, 6) 10-269 
at 1650. An (3. 5, 6) 10 270 al 
2040 

Calcutta-Gowahati-DImapur; 

Dep (1, 3, 5 7) IC-219 at 0840 
Arr (1,3 5. 7) 10-220 at 1320 
Calcutta-Hyderabad Dep (1.2, 
7) 10-277 al 1/45. Arr (I, 2. 7) 
10-278 at 2215 

CalcuttB-Vlahakapatnam- 
Madras;Dep (1,2.4 6) (C-542at 
0700, Arr (1.2 4, 6) 10-541 al 
0915 

Calcutta-imphal’ Dep (2 4. 6) 
10-259 at 1330, Arr (2, 4 6) 10- 
260 at 1610 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kallasahar; 

Oep (2 4) P6-729 al 0930 Arr (2. 
4) PF-73n 31 1330 


' No trallic rights on Calcutta-Shariah-Calcuna and Calcutta-Karachi-Tashkem-Caicutla - No traltio nghts on Calcuita bi.'U.ni Caiontla 
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SUN 21 


7 DAYS 


Calcutta-Agartala-Silchar- Uop p| /OOdMiSO 
(7) PF- 7 ? 9 A ai 0 / 10 , Art (7) F’F Calcutta-Agartala-Aizawl: Dap 

730A at 1140 I 2 4, 6 , 7) PF-705 at 0855, Oep 

Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dap (1 (1,3, S) PF-70bA at IKPO Arr (2 

3 5) PF-707 at 0855, Arr ( 1 ,3, 5) 4 g, 7) PF-706 at 1250 Arr 0. 3, 


( 5) Pr-/06A at 1815 ! d 'J, 5 ,r>l PF-701 at 0930, Arr ( 1 , 

I Calcutta-Jamshedpur-Dep (12 j 5 6 | PF-702 at 1400 
3 4 5 (-,) PF 71/;jtObOO, Arr ( 1 , Calcutta-Agartala-Shillong- 
2 3. 4 5 fi) PF-710 at 0745 Calcutta. D«p (7) PF-701 at 

Calcutta-Agartala-Shillong. Oep 1210 , Air (7) PF-702 at 1615 



Trams 


EASTERN RAILWAY Afrtvai 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19^X) 

Oelhl-Kalka Mali 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritsar Mali 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mali via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Air-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep—Tues. Thors 5 Sal 

Arr—^Wed Fri A Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
press via Patna 

Dep—Mon Wed. Fri A Sun 
Arr—Mon lues Thura A Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-00 

Raidhani Express 5 days a 
week 

11-30 

2302 


Dap—Mon Tims Thurs Fn & 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sat. A 
Sun 


2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tn-Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fri A Sal 

An—Tues Wed A Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon A Thurs 

Arr—Thurs A Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Main Line 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

610 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Main Line 

630 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchen|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahati) Express 

630 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Expreas 

1630 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

635 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

An—Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Trhwkly Express 

Dep—Tues Thurs A Sal 

An—Mon. Thurs A Sal 

6-00 

3072 

; 

3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep—Thurs Sal A Sun 

An—Tues. Wed. A Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shtpra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues A Wed 

An— Sal. A Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) Ex- 

preaa 

Dep A Arr—Mon. A Fri 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep A An—Sunday 

10-40 

5050 


Sealdah 


3143 

19^M 

Dsrieeling Mail 

646 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Express 

615 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 
S 6 G Loop 

12-60 

3134 

3103 

1620 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Expreas TrI-weekly 

Dep A An—^Wed Fn. A Sun. 

4-30 

5186 


Dapartura SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

1920 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Ghanjall (Bombay) Express 

15-05 

2869 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmedabad Express 

5-05 

8033 

0030 

11-30 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-46 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Express 

7-30 

8006 

0015 

21 40 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

606 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expreas Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 

Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-55 

Dheull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

Tlrupati Express 

• 4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
preas 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

1645 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

An—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahati - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahati Expreas 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnut- 
Guwahatl Weekly Expreet 

(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfast Expieaa (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 

Dep—Fn A Sun 

An—Tues A Fn 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahati-Bangalofe City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore Ctty-Quwehati 

Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Exfiress (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 


— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2609 { 


Patna Weakly Evpraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


ENQUIRIES: For round the clock Information of Eastern Railway 
tralna, pleaae dial 203545-54 foi in-eoming trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For Information about reservations on 
Eastern and South Eastern Railways trains, dial 203500 (from S 
am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazetted holidays). 





JUNIOR WI|IIRL o Hal Kaufman 




PAIR GAME' Two of tfw dozon Eastat ogg dasiQna above ire 
enough alike to bo twins. Point those boo out, H you can 


o StRlfS Bl?' Using plus and minus signs only, 
arrange digits 1 9 in reverse order so that the result is a 
total of too Hint Start with 90 


ag AiMiJ i<HtK) i‘ <<> oOi 


3/ Uft jaAk'iiaV 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least siK differ¬ 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom pitels Mow 
guickly can you f*nd thorn’ Check answers with those below 

-iHiiesiui SI Bog 9 isiisun si jsnop s 'pOMiw si » Buissiui 
SI sioiMlaia t peusdo S| lessor z -Buissiui si ssrKNipiis t ■O’ue'ioilia 


J-.r 'iJWl ■V^ltk 

SPRING POSY POSER! 

M.inos ni (w(, ii'iwi*'-' ari' hidilf." t' 
Ihii vcrSf iitWIi-POSIT how (luK'l-u 
can you 'inu Ihom ' 

From the first of my first comes 
the first of my second 
'Twik* the next of my second 
and the next of my first there's 
often a slip 

—So sages have reckones 
01 my first and my second both 
wholes may be seen, 
Unromnionly common up on 
the spring scene 
C<iri ypi; Ru.vin nol Ifif two Upa 


e SIX PACK! Study the 
arrangement of numbers 
1-6 in the diagram below. 
Then see is you can detet- 
mine how ms.nv different 
ways you can proceed 
from 1 to 6 in order, mov¬ 
ing to adjacent digits, left 
to right, right to left, up or 
down 

P S. Count carefully, to 
include all possibilities 
Don't stop at 40 


1 2 3 4 5 6 

2 3 4 5 6 5 

3 4 5 6 5 4 
H 5 6 5 2 3 



FUNSPOT 



JUMP START! You’d lump, loo, H someone startled you In your 
hiding placs. Color code, t—Red 2—Lt. blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt. 
brown. S—Flesh tones. 6—Lt green 7—Ok brown A—Dk. green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor usirtg all the 
letters in the word below to form 
•wo complete words 

GAMESTER 

THEN score 2 points eech for ell 
words of lour letters or more 
found emong the letters 

Try to tcere et leest M peiiitt. 
aOvj uiais uiviSvi,* atqiscoa 

































A quiz report tfom M H 
Hdidet 

The Mauriot Oiiu C< n 
tes‘ for Scouts <ind (juides 
was held at SI Xavier s C ol 
lege Calcutta Three Ciuide 
Companies and jIx Scout 
1 roops participat* d T hr re 
was a keen contest Ihrouith 
out ospec idlly wtien it r ame 
to question* on sc outinq 
The trophy was annexed by 
the 21 St SPCI (Scout ) Ini 
lowed by the I4tl St Tlx 
mas and /tn St Jamr 
Troop in third pi j e N S 
Wadia was the q ii/m a ter 

A Mitti a rc port from Na 
gaon 

The Bengali oci it ion 
Nagaoi A oan organucsl 
a quiz rompelitioi i p rrt ot 
It' annual c ullur al fc'stiv rl 
Altogether tb pair c oinpri > 
inq junior and sc nior si c 
tions tookpait 

Moushumi Gupt i and 
Mayuri Gohain and in ran 
Hussain and Must ita Ahmrd 
secured first prasit m i< 
spectively in (ac h nf the 
groups 

The quiz was conducted 
by Prof K P C howdhi rv be 
fore a sizeable audic nee 


Anndam C h itti tjec C al 
cjttai’b has a couple of 
questions onbiandy 
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11th Question Apartfrom the conven¬ 
tional seven days wiat are Sigmaday 
Alfaday and Betaday' (Indrajit Ghosh 
JoraghatLane PO (hinsurah 712101, 
Oist Hooghly) 

Ans in the metric caendar that prop¬ 
oses to measure time in units of It days the week is 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedntsday Thursday 
Sigmaday Alfaday Betaday Fridty and Saturday 
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Brandy afcoidincjii. Ui 
Johnsc I wi I wor id tu n 
1 = the drink (or he* H * 'fwa*' 
probably c iqirnllyde 
ve loped *or medicrnai pur 
pose s till a t tm honoured 
I xcusc foi drinknq t The 
word hrardy istooiy jscO 
lomran idi*-tilled liquor 
made fiomfi jit yc oppi ed 
to gram cndothc producti 
Howevt 1 most hr «idy s 
nude Iron grapes A jui J 


brandy one of the qre at 
after dimer dunks and if 
wine h.sbeen drunk with the 
me al be drinker dots not 
run therisk of mixing gram 
with qrepe- the tradit onal 
route lea hangover next 
tic r III 

Ttic fi lesi branchy comes 
frnmCccjnac ir France on 
IneChae ilt, H vei |usl 
nertt olBordeaux The are i 
round tt<' tow o* (. oq Si. i 


QUESTIONS 


1) In films what IS NC 17’ 
(Satyabrata Mahapatra 
BerhampurS) 

2) The Walerloc/ Cup is a 
race for ’’ (Shoikh Abdui 
Rdb BurdwanSI) 

3) Who said and when 
Did you ask my predeces 

sorthecolourof his tie 
(RidZulAtrin Calcutta 14) 

4) Whic h West Indies bats 
man made a duck in both 
innings ot his debut Te**! 
against India in 1983 84’ 
(Ajit Kumar Mahapat a 
Buth) 

5) What IS F rancoise 
Soiay s sc rten name > 
(Othello Maioomdaar 
Boral b) 

6) He was a brilliant F rem h 
physicist mathematic i m 
and naturalist He was 
famous as The Newton of 
Electricity and coined 
words like current and 
galvanometer At one of 
the meetings in the Insti 
tute he failed to recognise 
Napoleon Bonaoarte 
Napoleon taking it in good 
spirt invited him to the 
palace *oi lunch The next 
day the emperor was kept 
waiting He had forgotten 
the invitation Wfovl/as 
he’ (Sunil Barpanda 
Bolangir 4‘b) 

7) What IS Phronemoma 
nia’ (Manoj Kumar Singh 
Patratu 43) 


8 ) Whovas known as the 
mothero' India s revolu 
tionarie» ’ (Arun Kumar 
Purohit Calcutta 7) 

9) One of he longest it not 
the longest word in the 
Oxford inglish Dictiondry 
IS Floccnaucinihilipilificd 
tion It umprises 29 let 
ters Whit about the 
meaning’ (Debabrat i 
Sain Dhinbad) 

10) Who vere Bai r loioi 
mers’(Zjenat Afrin Cal 
cutta 16) 


ANSWERS 


sujeq UI udAe 
aouaipneut j jgjpb pinoo 
Aagi eAduag/A saoue 
uuopud SAPb oqAA sia 
AP|d 6 ui||ncis jo sjopv (81 
ssaiqyoM 
se 6 uueu 4 sa jo uoipv (6 
eu^eo i|;>|iA ujepej^ (g 
6 ui 


)|Uigi joj a«)| jeujjouqv (i 

(seet szzt) 

ajedLUvauey^ejpuv 9 
$aujiv>|nouv 8 
uospjaqoiy eiqoiH 
ND aL|)p)uapis3jase 
uoipaje jeq jeije aouataj 
uoj ssejd^iij -idM Suunp 
ues Jdg jo jnoioo eq) inoqe 
pejinbue j»}iodaj e uapM 
lipued iU4«|Ae(iA sjy^ (g 
cpunoqAajo (z 
P00aaA||0h ui 
suii4io6ui)ej X empeoeid 
ajteq) Sjqejeqtsi }|(t 


divided into six regions and 
the best brandy comes from 
two of these Grande and 
Petite Champagne (there is 
no connection with the 
•■parkling wire) 

Curiously enough the 
wine from which cognac is 
made is poor in quality and it 
was not unti the 17th cen 
tu 7 that the art of disti'linq i* 
was discovered Cognac e 
still made in the old 
fa'^hioned pot It is then ma 
tured in oak casxs tor two to 
five years or even longer 
I I ht oldest are usually called 
I V SOP cVery Special Old 
ntdi ratings mear (it 
tie ao’hosys'em'-varvbe 
•ween ’he di'-tillers Napo 
Icon brancy is another term 
' mtenlerltc imply age which 
m p d~tirc ilsc me ins ve "y 
ittk Most cogn ir arc sola 
•^lightly diluted and ha le 
idclod suqai and c aramel for 
weetnes® and cr louring 
Co jnac s g fca riv il to the 
soulhetBordeaux i* 

1 Arm-icjndc Arfugnacby 
* idilion t omes n a flask 
i shaped bottle It is drier m 
• taste than roqna some 
I would say harshei but it has 
a growing following Other 
kinds ot giapr t randy nre 
marc which is made from 
the wine ol Burqundv grap 
Pd Its III lian equivalent and 
Mciaxdthe brandy o( 

Greece Eau dc Vtt (Water 
o' Life) IS simp'y the Frencf 
generic term for ary kind of 
brandy 

Apart from the grape 
brandy can be made from 
nost other Kinds of fruit Cai 
vados from Normar dy and 
applejack fion (he US are 
both made from apples Sli 
vovitzis'he irime given to 
pluni brandy made in Yugos 
lavid and alsewnere Kirsch 
IS made from cherri ^s Other 
fruits that a*e widely made 
into brandy include biackber 
ries pears apricots rasp 
berries and st’-awberries 

Postscript The Dalhousie 
Inshtute > Invitation Quiz for 
tne Errol Cowper Trophy will 
be held on May 8 9 and 11 
Entry forms available at the 
Dl Ent'iescloseonMayT 
I and draw to be pubi shed at 
j the club on May 5 
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ODAY, GIVE EACH OF THESE ROOMS 
A MATCHING MARBLE aOOR. 


Y TOMORROW, DO THE SAME 
IN YOUR HOME. 


I'll on niLSi iiiRii HOORN makh ihim ro mi rooms 

OMIII HIT. ANDSIKkIlllMWIlIKi 1111 \ 1OOK Bl SI 


Yes. wilh (’arara, laying down a marble flwir iii your home is as simple 



youi cxisung flmir It’ll take onlv a lew h.iurs. No mess, no ineonsenienee 



nr^ 

i'-'i ci'''''S 5 SS' 




’. unique fliHir 


covering 


attaining fine granulated marble. It comes in two exquisite designs and a range 
of • ■ What's more. Carara IS sirateh-Tcsislant. Alter all, it’s cealcd 


with the 

flcKirin^ giant. So it la.sts for years. 
Hurry, call any of our T 

I 

I 

offices today. And j 

I 

I 

stKk on a brand j 

I 

t 

new marble / 

# ^ ■ 

floor. 


.i HUMni Worlil lmlu.stncs poimit INAKCO I.Ul. ttu' use ot the 
Iriidemark Armslruiu;, iindei licenee 

INAKCOOffim; Itoffiliay- t2-A, 'Advenl', C>«n. ttliusale Mari, lt..'nlM.v«XI021. I’ll. 2022621, 2(J2220 
* Dellii; [’ll. V/I2IW, r/l275l 02-415 t Caicuiu I'll 44*5X1, 452765 * Madrat- I’k. 47il<ll, 476506,470l«i 


the American 
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ARi OBSOLEIf RADIALS TAKING YOU POR AMM? 


All radiols an not 
the some. 

IMien you wont the 
best radial tyre for your 
cor, find out what's under 
the tread. Steel. Or 
ordinary textile fabric. 

Or fibreglass. 

fabric or fibreglass 
con never match the 
efficacy of steel. Only 
steel belted radiols 
enhance the 


performance of your cor. 
By way of increased fuel 
efficiency, more mileage 
and belter road grip on 
any and every kind of 
road. 

That's why 97% of the 
world rides on steel 
belted radiols. 

So give your car the 
advantage of steel. Feel 
the unmatched power 
and safety of steel radiols 


while braking, 
cornering and driving, 
even on wet roods. 

Avitch tothe 
world-class steel radial. 
Only from JK. 

It's the Real Radiol. 


Wfi i> fai to koow mon 
about the Real RacRol to 

ftiai en - 

ffWe 9e ve wOlllVQNRf 

Radial dub, 

JJ(. Industries LkL, 
SfBahadurshah ZoforMorg, 
New Delhi 110 002 


TH B RBAL RADIAL 

JI£S7SS£ 
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'H ie voic e of a ma^er 
sliwers on uslk^m c uina 
from the heavens. ()n his 
Thnati KiayrwEc rais 
on May 1 , we transh it e 
_ ^('>itH''ofMannaI)ey’s _ 
son^s, our gift to him 












Jeevan se lambe hain 
bandhu... 

Film: Aashirnad; music 
V'asant Desai, lyric: Gul/ar) 

1 iiigt r thjT) hit nivnitiitl 

I 'lit uil*io'lik 

1 hi 1 Dtt till \ 111 ti il' i'h! 1.1 

1 tu (itlit 1 s nil ml \ ill on 

1 I ( IiO’KI I) t\M I 1 1 I I II (i tl lU H< I 

h iKiini 

(I u w 111 - (I lu itln 1 1 11 11 'iov< 
1> 11 »j|j u 'll! lit ri I'k 

lit\uklt ’ (1 il l*i< tun 

! it 1 n s 1 t Il <Jn\ 1 1(1 night 

1 It t i|is i I 1 I •. n - 1 ) a’livt 

1' t\ h 'lit t( nut at flUMi 
'll 1 t (' il ip iii'i' i( \t bt ton It ^ 

(I w 

I ,t 'll in K n \ tiu' 1(1 
I I'u p h ill 


Ai mere pyaare 
watan... 

(Film* Kabulmala, music. Sahl 
Chowdhur>,lyric Prem 
Dhawait) 

() 1 ) I (1 1 )unl'\ t n I (Itii l( i 

\l HI' tots o it to \ 11 
\ III It luv (l( "lit \( i 1 V hoiioui 
Uiti lOU 111 iii\ Ilk 
1 il lu Iht hitt/t th n oi t rioiii 
\ lUi In ni 

\nii! k S' th t ngK tli i' -.pi <iks th\ 
n I'lit 

Most ht iLiUtiil 1'\ our loi'i riio'l 
'pitmiul oLiiinn 
M\ 111 lit k,( ( S o it to Mill 
Sotiitli iits \ lU lit inioihti 'lit lit 
itid linj ' > lilt 

\ii(l sonit’i' isalittli cliughtti ml 

IM lilt I O't.llL'lt 

I It'nott Host ilgii I fit Iht 1 !( It 

it lit s 

M\ htart gotsout Into i 

It \ing \( ui slioii s soluliitt 1 
tout' 

Ilth 11 s in\ (Itsiit It tl I went In 
\t i\ pat lit It 

Whtn Ini'twrii 'i n Ihitatht nn 
11 'l tin It 

\i\ lit lit got s out 1o toil 


Kasme, vaade, pyaar, 
wafaa, sub.., 

(Film: Vpkar, music. 
Kal^anji-Anandji; lyric: 
Induar) 

Oath pioiii 1 ( . Ill iitutioi 
ill 

\it iw th 1 • \\ nij 
Nohoh' s itt ht i o iT|\ p )(h 
I ht s( lit nit It I Olid II) molt 
1 ht i u I ill hi ht loit \ ’ 

\ii'i \t n i\ ' n it suit' t 
'.t lilt (Il It,' It il! \ou’ ui I It 0(1 

Wil' It III ' on 

't ii u It t I ,j,a) 111 tht sKii s 


W iH t'li ilK "iiiigli uiilitht dust 
ht low 

I'l go id ti' it s tilt \ will walk 

1 I lUt 

In h II ti’ui s ht s will i\i It ilk II 
(\( 

1 ht 'I \ I (' \ w I t ,Ti ( pit w il hi 
I' 

I hi \ t hit il \t III hi I't 

I I (Il 11 ' 0 d Hill I h 

i thi ' 1 < k I I III II ' il 

('nit iiio"i' I 1 I iiid till I lion 

II 

\'l \ I 1 u ( ' 1 

Iranslatedbv \nil (.rover 
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HISTORY 


P scphf)l(i(s'v, the fonnal study «f elec 
turns, whifh IS lour detudes old, is 
in Its nascent form in India. 
Although there have been several efforts 
to predict elections in the past, the art or 
the science of psepholog>’ got recognition 
only a few years ago. ^anndy Roy; a 
former economic adviser in the ininisirt- of 
finance, and a reader in the Delfii ScIkkiI of 
Economics, producer and presenter of the 
popular, television .serial. The World 77ii.“ 
Wotk. and man of many more ii.irts, has 
been the most successful among the loie- 
casters. He has predicted the HtSO elec 
tions and tlie 1984 elections for Indm To¬ 
day and co-authored India Doados. which 
has become a handbook for all those who 
are interested in election facts and figures. 
He is now a familiat face on Hie small 


In any election, the 




most intnguing. Fonnal 



w many seats, and 






)sephologist is now the 


star of the show, with the 


science gaming great 


uMy m recent years. 

nnivasan and Lekha 




ot the leading people m 


e busmess today 


• + 


1 


screen and has been doing regular 'I'V 
commentaries on elections ano the annual 
budgets. 

One of the best productions by Roy 
came in the 1989 elections where he was 
commissioned along with MAKCj by India 
Today to conduct a senes of six-monthly 
opinion polls. Sunday magazine also con¬ 
ducted an opinion poll. Both suggested 
that there was a sliarp slide down m the 
supwirt for the Congress(I). The Hindu- 
IMRB was the only one which opined 
otherwise and predicted a comfortable 
majority for the CongresstI). The Sunday 
KiU, conducted jointly by MRAS and Surjii 
Bhalla, predicted that the Congress! 1) 
would get 215 seats. Later, lYamioy Roy, 
basing his analysis on the MAKG sam¬ 
pling, came out with a result that the 
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Prannoy Roy, basing his 
analysis on the MAR6 
sampling, came out with a 
result that the Congress(l) 
would plunge below the 
200 mark and would get 
only 195 seats (in 1989). 

Later, the combine 
conducted the ‘exit poll' 
for the first time in 
india....Foilowing his 
analysis, Roy predicted 
accurately 193 seats for 
the Congressd) 


M 



L onirn“.:,i 11 W )iild pliinj't- i-vi’i, IjcIow tht 
i!ilO Ill, irk .inci vo/iiirj ,,nlv IH.i s'mI- 
Liit'.T ihi' I’rimnoy Rm-.ViAkCi 
( (iiifhutfd tho Vm‘ ri'iir ‘.(ir tin In-.! tiiiif 
III liirin. Kill. (I i;iU'r\ii-wfimn 

side tile ii'illiiij' tioulli', 'aIiIi -.iioke Id tlie 
V(lle^^ ;i' thc‘\ left I'le hdOlh-i I'dlldWini; 
tils .iniilvsis, Kdv iiieiiklefl acdiriitfiy 19't 
se.ii- lor the Ldiii;ressill 

AltlKiiijtli Kdt and his ilk li.ive betf'iii !'■ 
receive .i kit i.t atteritioii and restieetaliil- 
lt\, thev ilieniselte- leel tii.il it i'- rt-.iilv 
very dilfit nil to predict electnms I’rMiiidv 
R(i\. Ashok Kumar l.atun and Itavid Hiii- 
lei in their hddk. Imiu /tec'it/es- /;/e( (jons 
/RiJ iiulline the kinds 'ii pioblems 
the pseiilidldpi'ts fan I lav de-rrihe in 
di.icis lieing a diffitult idiiiitrv beiause 
Ilf Its size, liiiKUistu and cultural diversi¬ 
ties 

'Ihese the psepliulug;jts -av, slant! in 
tiie way nl "simple, quick diKi iimfiirm" 
prticedures The authurs -,.i, that the 
electorate itself was ver\ larjie In IttHd' 
the Indian elettorate reaelied -lyS mills in 
wtucli was more than the total niiinlier oi 
voters III the l/niled States, the t-utopean 
Conimunitv and the Japan combined. This 
time the electoral size was ■ kise to bl.'l 
million. 

.'Another lactor was illiteracy. The au¬ 
thors say that "73 per cent ol these voti-rs 


live m villapes and a m.yoritv ot them are 
illiieiate'. Furliiei. “there are ITi lan- 
Wages spoken h\ at letist a million of 
people ttiil, .111 pel cent speak Hindi, the 
most Used lanqiiane Mou itvei, the pat 
tern ol part, contliit vanes from slate lo 
stale. The Indian pollstoi must envy liis 
ci;llea>,'lies m Hnlain or hi,nice m Aiislralia 
I who i.iii Use a .mule simple mimoliiipual 
qiiestioiiiiaiie," the atitlioi' I'oiiil out 
The poll s.-'iiiplinp IS .iiidthei niaioi 
problem K ly and oibeis m iheir book 

llaVc s,ild that while 111 (.Iiiojiiall lountlles 
poll '....'lipliUi! ol the size .it Klllli is uni, 
moo, in India ihi'- ii.e to be oi ihe a/e ot 
lO.IIOII OI more. I'lie s.unplmp work ilsi'l! 
needs .1 lot o! lepwoik ,is inteiMews are 
snnpiv not avail,ible o'.ei ielf[)tiones be 
cause ot itieir I.av ilell-ltle- 

I'd ,11 rive ,ii ,! tin.i! idiidusKin ii wniild 
lioi be possibk' tdi t|ie pnllstei s td coridui t 
opiriidii polls Ml ,.11 Ilie . oiistituem les 
I that Adiilil tie tar ion expensive and time- 
I loiisuminj' 'I hey l.'.ni' |n . hoose repie- 
i sentutive s.imnli s d).(dn-.'itueii,ii"- wlmh 
liav'e III he made on the li-i-is ol pi dim tinj; 
nation,li results riie.iiiihois vi\ tli.il "the 
I desipii o! this s.implinp Iraiiiework aim llie 
I selection III lonstiliieni les is a i oiripln .ited 
I allair’’ 

i An itnpoi lain di.stna tion .i pdllsier is to 
! make 1 - between tiie lad tli.d an Indi.in 
I ('let lor.ile . ,i't' Ills Vf/te dill.•rent!, lot the 
! Assembly and I'.irliariieni eleitions Ihe 
' (hone i/{ candidate and the !‘<(.al issues 
I have Its inipint .Al'liouph hn Is, and fipiile-. 
(ould be natliereu in larire iiiiinber'.. and 
(luntheu to ,imvc at some analysis oi the 
other, the hasic element behind every 
sudi exercise remain- Itie sensitive tiiiriian 
realilv 

P .sepholo^ist Dr G. Balachandran 

helieves that an Indi.iii vrner is the 
niost ('(rmplex volet in the world 
Compared lo him .■ hurripe.iii oi .m i 
It ,111 voter wfiuld be "i.i-l kui'k rpa'ieii 
stuff I’erliaps itie onlv iomp.irable ’.oiei 
would be honi the 'sii.mi 1 ni(,:i oi (. hni.i, 
hut thev h.ive ii- ter la.ia 'll multi)),Illy 
elections the way Incl.a 1 m^ Uliile llie 
prediction III llKllall c-lectldlis l;,is alwa'. , 
tieeii a touitii |ob, 'he, lime die issm- 
invo'w-d have m.ide it n.dii- dilln nil .Anv 
one wh'j .itlempts to |)H'di. l leiw W'.uld tie 
making a piavt mi-,'.At-, wairii I'r 
f'sHl.vhandraii He leek iliai die -ituan'iii 
Wi'ijld be tkai caily a week hetore the 
I' cllinf!. 

Hr Baladiandrai. refuses t„ Ji.j/.ird , 
pue.s' on tbc. treiicl as lliere c ouk! be m.im 
developiimills thwt m;c, inlliierne tlie dei 
tiore between now and the .nlual pcdlint 
neariv a month away 1 oi iiisii.nie, tin 
Conpiess'l.i has deiided that it woulf 
make Aupust ]'i 1947 as ihe cut oil date 
tor decidmp the statu- qiin ol ,ill the reli 
iii:iou‘ |jlacs-s 'Ihe idea 'if sudi a pronina 





was that the Mushms wnulcJ start swatcli- 
uiR tfiwards the tonpessfl). But it wuuld 
need a poll itself to decide whether people 
were influenced by the announcement or 
not Dr Balachandran. howe\'er, says that 
no such thing called a "vote bank" exists 
According to him, in the lyH*! elections the 
Congressdi lost lf> irei cent of popular 
votes compared to the 19H4 elections, The 
rate o( loss of Muslim and non-Muslim 
voles was the same Although it could be 
aiffued that the 1W4 elections were quite 
ditleient compared to other elections I)i 
Balachandran savs thin has bei'ii true more 
or le'-s to othei elections .i^- well 

Anolliei important factor in Indian elec¬ 
tions IS thai the electorate |unt does not go 
h\ tile partt alone The imlnidu.i) candi¬ 
date does inal ter He savs, iheielore, it is 
difliailt to answer whether Mand.il. Maridii 
issues will result in en bloc votes ijoing 
by piecdents, "it niav happen". I'liis is 
cei lainlv not a phvstcal law. lie adds The 
psephologist Would not airive at anv con¬ 
clusions on the basis ol large crowds 
attracted bv a pariiculnt leadei in public 
meetings and rallies He says a high de¬ 
gree of artificiality is introduced when an\ 
prominent leader visits a place A lot ut 
orgamsational elfort goes into the area and 
people ate obviously curious to see the 
leader. 

Dr Ba'.achandran has analysed three 
elections lor Tht' Hindu. 01 these, the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly predictions have 
been accurate whereas the analvsis lor the 
1989 general elections were of! the mark. 
Dr Balachandran, 50. who did his en- 

f iiieenng degree fiom Imperial College o! 

ondon and later his doctorate in econo¬ 
mics, has been a development correspon 
dent with The Hindu. In 1984. The Hindu 
and Its newly launched sister pubbeation. 
Frontline, commissioned him to analyse 
the Lok Sabha elections. He predicted an 
oveiwhelniing support for the Congres¬ 
sdi. He had said that in Andlim Pradesh 
the Telugu Desam would hold its ground 
and the rest of the countii would be swept 
by the Congressdi. He did nitt make all 
India seat predictions at that tune He 
restricted his work to the analysis and 
study of \oting patterns. In 1989. he 
analysed the Tamil Nadu .Assembly elec¬ 
tions. He feels th;it the situation at the 
Centre was now akui to what was in the 
state that time The Congressdi, the 
DMK. the AIADMK (Jayalalithal and 
AlADM (Janakil were m the fray m the 
.Assembly elections just as now the Con- 
gressd). BJP. Janata DaltSl and Janata Dal 


An important factor in 
Indian elections is that the 
electorate just does not go 
by the party alone, 
accoroingtoDr G. 
Balachandran. The 
individual candidate does 
matter. He says, therefore, 
it is difficult to answer 
whether Mandal/Mandir 
issues will result In 
en bloc votes 


or National Front would be lacing tmi:- 
toniered contests 

'ITie psephologist had predicted that the 
DMK and its aliiaiues would get a rnaiontt 
and forge a gm enitneiii He had predicted 
27(1 seals and the result' were almost 
accurate Others had said that tlieie would 
be hung AsseiiihK in Tamil Nadu ^^)^ln 
after Dr Balaeh.indnin did the Lok 5abha 
elections lot The Hindu in IhHtt He jae- 
dicled 25(1 seats for the Congresstll, but 
the party could get onl\ 19." seats, Di 
Balachandran .sa\s possibh there were 
two kinds ot eriors. Filher hi-- aiuihsi-- 
was wrong or the jtoll sampling was not 
properly done He savs di.at with the same 
kind of inputs, hi> could not have had ,ir- 
nved at diltereiit anaK'es Dt BaUhan 
dran has a point here. While in the ranir 
Nadu .Assemhh elections he was m ,ibsv) 
lute control of the inpuis ili.il w.is ni>t the 
case ui the Parlititneii' ek\tiiiiis. In the 
.AssentbK eli\tions the s.-mipling w.is o.aie 
bt a teaiii ot /7,’c Hind.: repot'r' - s;.-,, 
Dr BalachaiuiMP kn<-o' .ill .c iiicn, priMi 
naUy he wouk: (listuss the input' and eveii 
discount obti'Ui- bi.i-es in soiiie c.i'o,- 
But m the c:,.se ot the P.ciMnieiit.irv elec 
tions. he was entiieh at the ineivt ot an 



L 'V 

\ 


Thejanata Party symbol of chakra-haldai leus oth-red toCiundr.! .'difl<i..:i 
PaKSIatthe time of going to press. The new svinbolot wymun w’ll: rvi i'li !u\u! 
wasalloted to Janata Da/fS) by the F.lection Coni.mis.'ii ct <t?rer the ■ ■ ■. ei n e"t r. ■ 
press .—Kditor 


ageiict to; the inputs He was commis¬ 
sioned opiv to analyse the rigures provided 
by the particular agency. Therelore, he 
belit'ves that piobabh the pi>lling wa.s “not 
fully, properh ditne" Dr Balachandran 
says that the best oi polls will have an 
error, the omrnonest being sampling 
error If tlieie is very little difference m 
votes polled between two political parties 






dirtrWii o; M\i\(i "Ournio^t lei'iMit |)t)lis 
th.it nvfi .)! tlif t'lcctoialf 

Is und< ticivd wlir.iii in VIIlf Inr With 
siivli .Hi cnoim.i:!' Ivn, i.n,. would 
luVC III 111.' \f!y I'il'!ll.lt'l\ In lll.lki iolf 
vns! '■ 

Hijapiirk.ir .tlsn I'-oi' :li,'! oiii of ihv 
ni(i''t iiitcr<‘s!iri' 'indini.'' I't'ii'iunij; I'orn 

till |■^•^|■n: 'vViiil, o' ;>si I'iini.'j'l't- i- “ilif 
flls'i.iialK r :k''wi'"I, vvti,il llir imiIiUi Mils 
think itii' voter wall's to iir.ii, .itid what 
the voter actualK' u.inl,' to lu-.i!" The 
Voti-i 'hi s.o s, 11'exeli isr'i,'ovi 1 iliti.ition 
and re'i.itiolv .iiii on. i r'lvn .iIum; issues 
like stahihtv 01 Kai'aanni.'litiiiiiii .e re- 
.'erv.i'ioe- 

'll tilt .last eteetioii'. tlie MARi•-//)i';.'i 
7oi/.'.ii iiulls 'veie llu first to .nedi't e 
di'ti'ii! Con'i^re'-tl' uertonn'iiii v and put 
tlieti' hel.'w 'he Jmi -eat m.ilk. I hev eor- 
leillv ijtetiicii -0 ,■ total rout in the north, 
hut the south .iiifl vvesi e.'ian.ites vveic "(I 
nieiK it’.''- a..,, Ill'' hei n hei aust 'iiHitl- 
ler sanipk" ,i' the /on.il level' weie in 

(I'liait 'it I- tiji ' Piii.iii.irkar admits,. 
"that o'j! s'-at ’oteeast last time hit the 
bull's-eve at the all Indi.i level hut not at 
the st.ue 1, veI Thi reason i'very simple, 
'I he '..■rnnli sii.e vitlnn anv one .-.itile is too 
small ^'1 while ,it the nationaflevei, the 
error.s m -i.ites la'i ea"eei e.ieh aner 
o'jt, that 'ibvMU'ly lannot hapixui ai the 
k'Vvl .if .ill iiifioidual -tale or region. ' 
hkihoMiinp on 'I'i'', their o'leiall e'ti- 
ntaii in the l.ist polls '.vere lortee', .is 


One of the most interesting 
findings emerging from the 
recent worn of 
psephologists, according 
to Rama Bijapurkar. is 
the dissonance between 
what the politicians think 
the voter wants to hear, 
and what the voter actually 
wants to hear* 


then even a nunoi sanijilinp error ■ o'i.lcl 
make a lot of dihe'enii m tin tinal un.ih | 
sis Thi.s lb ttie possil'ilitv in till-lonhi oiii j 

iiiK tlertioiis ! 

^^^ j 'he .situation ihib time is (..'.trenii. l\ 

.1 "eavh 


-av he.oils 
attenijitinp, to make 

Rama Bijapurkar, 


I'lr aiiv ]iol!-rei 

prediction'," s;,',s 
depitiv niiinanirp 




ajtdinsl estimates of the i. oiiK'iesstl' 

strength in thr south.I west, ttijapurkai 

letoits, ‘kNohodv seenn to .isk ahout Ihe 
.sjinpliiig method oi the .sample spread 
which aie equally, li not more iinpoitant' 
There is the ilassic evaniple ol the I IS 
Presidential eleition in lTf(>, when .in un 
representative sample ot 2 :> million voters 
produced an iniorreil loiecasi. Put siieti- 
lific.'ilJv selected samples ot alioiil .’kdllO 
voters got It right 

There ate chaiai teris(ic hurdles that 
pollsicts in India tace while (omliuting 
opinion polls here. The conditions abroad 
are hardlv tile same, 'I'be two types ol 
proholems that thev lace iieie are opet- 
.itioiial iiidteihiiKal "'\l 'he operational 
level, lh( prohleni is Ifie olivious one of 
personally intervuwing vnter'-. 'liecause 
tile telephone penetration is uio lowi 
throughout dll' length and lire.idtli ol tht 
country, withui a veiy short period of 
time," says Bijapurkar. "In tiu' rural areas, 
there is the additional problem of geiting 
people to open up without fear," The terh- 
j natal problems, according to her, ievolve 
! around a number of issues bke a pc; sistent 
i over-claim in favour of the ruling party, a 
I faiilv high proportion of don’t kr.ow/can’t 
i say' type ol ansv^’crs; and thi iiroblem of 
' converting the percentage of voters into 
tfie mmiher oi I.ok .Sabha s,»ats, given our 
'first past the post' system. 

They do try and laekie these problems 
by their interviewers tarrying simulated 
ballot boxes to re assure voters that their 
answers ate totally anonymous. They also 
use a mathematical model based on swing 
zones which converts the propoition ol 
votes likelv to be rasi m favour of a par¬ 
ticular party into the number of seats likely 
to be won by that party. A number of 
checks to detect dehheratc nori-di'tiosure 
of voting intentions are incor(>orated both 
into the questionnaiie as well as the data 
analysis. 

"lilecfion forecasts can still go wrong," 
explains Kama Hijapuikar . ",An inadequ¬ 
ate sample size or at. untepresentativ 
sample or a lack of rigour in liie sani|)ling 
procedure b.e. the manner of selei lion of 
the respondents) could affect the accuracy 
of the forecast. The late swings which 
affect the way people finally vote but are 
not picked up by the polls wtuch fdespite 
being published very near the event j, 
usually are done about three weeks before 
D-Day. Questions which are clumsy or 
deliberately loaded or even improperly 
sequenced could distort the results. A high 
proportion of 'can't say/don't know’ 
answers fif adequate precautions like 
simulated ballot boxes have not been 
taken) is yet another lactor that would 
vitiate the correctness of a forecast. 
Obviously, ’’ Bijapurkar concludes, "a com¬ 
bination ol the above problems causes 
errors to multiply ” ■ 









HUMOUR 


THE DELHI 
DURBAR STAKES 


T he silly season is here 
riRain and the Delhi Dur¬ 
bar Stakes are irn. 'I'he 
Grand Prize is worth 84 
crores, so every ill-bred mule 
and ass is in the tray. And 
thouKh the field is short on 
class, someone has got to win. 

Approaching the bend 
(though some say he’s gcrne 
round it) is Gandhi atop Stabil¬ 
ity. The old mare has an im¬ 


T^e bi^ r ace is about to begin. And _ 

while th e horses are p arading in the _ 

paddock, a quick look at whos _ 

dry- coated and who’s r aiin* to go; a n d 
who stands at what (xlds 



pressive record, having won 
the Sweepstakes on all but two 
(Hxasions. Old timers mil re¬ 
call her famous runs as Ganbi 
Hataoand Piaz Ka Bhao. She’s 
also appeared, with mixed suc¬ 
cess, as Foreign Hand or 
simply Hand, the foieign labtds 
having all been appropnated by 
her jockey. 

Stability's mam problem, 
apan from being overflogged. 
IS overweight. The result of 
years of mdulgence is exacer¬ 
bated by the handicap of a 
large number of hangers-on. 
Switt progress should there¬ 
fore not be expected from her, 
although m the enervated field 
her ponderous shambling 
through various sections of the 
track may well prove suffi¬ 
cient. Indeed, even on the last 
occasion, despite being kicked 
m the Cow Belt, she led the 
field until she was boxed in 
from the left and right and then 
tripped by Mr Clean. 'Phis time 


such concerted action looks 
improbable and Stability is the 
bookie's favourite. 

Nonetheless, uncertainties 
persist. Age and multiple pie- 
gnancics have sapped her sta 
mina. Nor does her jockey's 
past pertonnanccs give cause 
for confidence. Gandhi is be¬ 
lieved to have nailed his jodh¬ 
purs to the saddle and at least 
should not fall off. However, 
he still occasionally suffers 
from the delusion that tiis mare 
has wings. Few would have 
forgotten the nightmare of his 
nding 21st Century off the 
track in search of a nmway. 
He must improve his tactical 
skills and curtail his desire to 
grandstand if he wishes to pilot 
her safely home. 

Stability’s chief challenge 
comes from the Saffron Stable 
whose entry Hmdutva' will be 
ridden by Advani. There is 
some contusion about the colt 
which is better known as Ram 


JanmabtuKimi. .An application 
to card him as Ram or Roti? is 
also pending. Not surprisingly, 
Hindutva shows symptoms of 
schizophrenia and is extremely 
temperamental. He some¬ 
times pays no heed to his jock¬ 
ey and may lend to veer off 
towards Ayodhya He is ex¬ 
pected to do well in the Bi¬ 
goted Areas, particularly when 
running over Minorities, but 
could well go catatorac ui more 
unfamiliar terrain. 

Hindutva's irritable temper 
and precocious progiess 
makes him one of the best 
hated horses on the frack. He 
win mostly have to do without 
a pace keeper and nvals wall be 
pleased to kick and bite at ev¬ 
ery opportunity. .An attempt to 
disqualify him ou technical 
grounds has already been 
made. His best bet lies in 
opemng a sizeable lead before 
entering the final straight. 

Much will also depend on 


Advani’s skill. Despite his 
pecidiai habit of balancing a 
tiMilhbrusti on liis upper lip, 
Advani is a slirewd rider. He is 
adept at tearing tliroagh gaps 
with surpnsing aggression and 
IS reputed for never having 
been cornered. The recent 
practice on the Rath should 
also stand him in good stead. A 
goiid run through the Hindi 
heartland may lie all that he 
needs to score an upset 

Another serious contendet 
lor the Grand Prize is the geld¬ 
ing Mandai with Singh on the 
saddle Mandai replaces Mr 
Clean who died of contamina¬ 
tion last year. The gelfling's 
potential is unknown, although 
on the training track he has 
impressed 'Mule ninning bacK- 
wards. His recent emascula 
tion, however, is bound to 
have an adverse effect leading 
to doubts about his ability t'> 
complete the course. 

Singh's abilities are also sus¬ 
pect. He has a reputation foi 
dropping from the saddle when 
underfoot conditions are nut to 
his liking. Tenijterameiifally 
too, he is happier on a fence 
than on a horse. Perhaps .'is a 
consequenct, the ovwieis liave 
appomted several appreiitue 
jockeys to guide Mandai. .A 
horse with four legs will also 
lend a helping hand in some 
crucial secfions ot the track 

Manda! is a teinjiting pros 
pect for those inclined to a flip 
ter at long odds Tiros are 
however warned that there is 
cvc!) chance o! S’cig'i nding 
into the sunset with their 
money. 

Tliereare, of course, sever¬ 
al otlier equities on the course 
of whom the Idt legged one 
has been noted in passing. 
Mention must also be made of 
Shekhar—t)ie horseless jock¬ 
ey who so adroitly rfide on 
Gandhi’s shoulder and snatch¬ 
ed the reins from Singh in the 
Great Hijaik of 1990. The 
horse IS actually a broken 
winded hack that looks uiiliktiy 
to piogiess beyond Ballia. The 
rem iining aspirants are mostly 
.su'red (or shorter distances 
and are not expected to en¬ 
dure the gruelling course 
Nevertheless, the interfer¬ 
ence they cause could provi> 
crucial to the final outcome 

Sudip Mlallik 
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[•(Hin(i(’(t Ml lS,-!»i, lilt' 
Hixij'lilv \l,)h''iii L'ollt-Kf wri'. 
built Irnrii the luml^ bc- 
qjcathwl b\ Miih.inim.id 
Molisin who died withoui heir,'. 
Ill ISllb He lell Ins liiine prop¬ 
el 1 \, \ leldinq an annual ineonie 
of Ks ■l.b.ODl). to Maboinedan 
Trustees "lor the service ot 
(iod’’. 

Owinq to cei i.iin irregular¬ 
ities in the funds, the Koveni- 
ment a-sunied the offices oi 
the trustees, therebv triKner- 
infi off a litiqatioii that went on 
lor many year."- during which 
the annual income aecumu 
iated, fonning a surplus ot Ks 


S.nl liii). This surplus income 
uent Umatds the building of 
the Hooghli .Molisin C .'liege 
II" detelopiiieni was lurtber 
made posable bv funds that 
were acquired after the death 
01 one of the Mutwallees ol 
flughli Imamharah wtuch also 
derived its support from the 
same legacy 

In the beginning, the college 
had onl.\ two departments, the 
Knglisli and the Oriental, 
under the General Comnuttee 
of I'ublic Instruction, Lower 
Provinces. The English de- 
partinem was divided into the 
college and the l ollegiate 


school. The Madrassa became 
a separate unit in 1922. 

The college was affiliated to 
the University in 18,57. It had a 
law department and its stu¬ 
dents appeared at the MA ex¬ 
amination also. .Since 1ST2, the 
government has been funding 
all Its expenses. The college 
now offers honours courses in 
various arts and science sub¬ 
jects It IS equipped with a 
weL-stocked library and scien¬ 
ce laboratories. Besides va¬ 
rious extra curricular activities 
the college provides scho¬ 
larships and concessions to 
eligible students. 








/A March 21 April 20 

^ • Loans funds invest 

-ments property 

family and the luck of the draw 
are the mam trends of the weak 
Finance includes buying and 
selling Regarding health Mars 
could lead to fevers accidents or 
operations A shift transfer 
plenty of movements and com* 
mutirtg are foretold Changes are 
predicted at home and the health 
of elders will cause anxiety 

~nu] AURUS 

I April 21 May 20 

* Your work will bo 
J done and part¬ 
nerships at all levels will be 
mighty important Romance is 
also obviously inrluded Impor¬ 
tant negotiations are foretold 
around May 1 3 You may have 
to take a tnp probably with a 
stopover Expect confusion and 
too many demands at home 

EMiNI 

■ n May 21 June 20 

The mam trends of 
— -J the week are job-hop 
and perks, but be wary of ser 
vants colleagues and pets as 
trouble emanates from these 
sources Be polite but firm In 
romance, there will be enough to 
make you feel loved wanted and 
desired Expect money shortly 
Plenty of communication and an 
invitation could lead to a tnp 
Health problems or rather stress 
are dearly indicated 

ANGER 

■ June 21- July 20 

Fun and games high 

_voltage creativity, 

hectic socialising children and 
lottery will delight you Romance 
promises a big yes so what are 
you waiting for? In finance, the 
monetary situation improves and 
hence you will feel secure and 
have fun The weekend would 

be favourable for fun, picnicking 
or just an outing You can tide 
over minor health irritations At 
home It is time for making 
changes, playing host and hav¬ 
ing a ball 

rri^° 

■ July 21 -AuguM 21 

The main trends ot 

_ the week constitute 

home, property finanre, buying 
or selling, and funding Maybe, a 
home away from home In ro¬ 
mance. you have too many irons 
in ttte fire to really have a wild 
go A shift of office Is also m- 
duded, so IS a house-move un¬ 
less there has been one recent¬ 
ly For a day or two you may be a 
bit uncer the weather 






war IRGO 

^r August 22 S«pt 22 

" It IS time to make the 

_ world aware of youi 

presence and power by com¬ 
municative skills and sheer per 
sonalify It IS time to move Ro 
mance is promised In ample me 
asure In financial matters, work 
to a plan contact and socialise 
Visitors foreigners and relatives 
make your day Health improves 
giving you elbow room Renova 
tion to an overhaul and facelift 
are the indications at home 


BIRTHDAYS 


FiM moon There will be mixed 
reemui Folks could behave In an 
eocentrto, contrary manner and 
that in turn could nie you, nifUe 
your leathers Health may not be 
excellent 

April 29 

Mm tnne Mars: ThA tone re- 
<tam to opportunities it is up to 
you 10 convert them Into solid 
rMpnets M reality Funds wlk be 
atwnbie. Those m management 
«nd housing will cfc> rsaDy wall 
ing in your personal affairs me 
flOMig sriH be good too The 
jww of the gaine n success 

Apittao 

lileelfongaapect Youmewhave 
IP tpM corioerifiete a 
fls mom t^^yeef» you warn to 
ccxild be ^ 
AM misunderstanding 
M yoiF piAM dt wortt. If angling 


I iBRA 

. SeplJJ- Oct 22 

* The focus this week 
-I IS on finance family 
funds and far away places Pas 
Sion grabs your heart Finance is 
where the action really is Health 
may pose a few snags back¬ 
ache and problems involving 
teeth stomach or feet Trips and 
ties could be inter related Major 
changes are in the offing at 
home Health of parents in laws 
and elders may cause anxiety 
Reach out to people. 


ondravours is promised. A shift, 
move, loans and property form 
ttie quartet around whicn your 
life rotates Romance, mamtHm. 
collaborations and taking 
chances are the other outmand* 
Ing features of the bklhyear, 

May 2 

Moon trine Mercury, opposition 
Venus Those in sales, teaching, 
wrWng, publishing, acting ane 
dlrei^ could ignite the woftd 
mto awareness of their gregl- 
ness Expenses, however, iii 
mpunt and extra csra in g« 
nance, buying and selling wlH Iw 


Success In 


Mays 

Mars opposilton Neptune: Be 
practfcat and aUghtly conativa- 
tive and all should be wiril If you 
need to lake chances, do ao af¬ 
ter August 21. 

May 4 

Sun tnne Uranus. Your worn wW 
be done Those In travel, man¬ 
agement, sales, publishing, |xA>- 
Italy, impon-exiM and bustneae 
M an.axoallenl job of rt. Many 
Taureans win be guidad kt- 

S ration and intuition as moon 
9 oortjimM N^ne. A vmi 
mpnwMi, tnnralaMpu^. 


- CORPIO 

Oct 23- Nov 22 

The full moon in your 
_ _ sign according to 
Western astrology means firm 
and rather painful decisions 
have to be taken both on the 
personal and the work frontiers 
You will have to go through a 
chop-n change time Engage 
ment marriage strong ties and 
a violent separation are foretoid 
in romance Commission sa'e‘ 
and collaborations are definitely 
tavoumd 

I AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23- Dec 20 

The mam trends of 
I- - I the week are a job 
switch introspection ser-et 
deals danger of theft and mis 
placing of valuables The accent 
will be on communify service 
Romance will require surrepti 
tious moves you might have to 
be a detective' Legal issues 
could also crop up The spotlight 
IS on work Travel only it 

you have to Your health could 
buckle under pressure 

APRiCORN 

I I I Dec 21 ian 19 
I j Wine and roses plea 

'_I sure and profit con 

tacts and collaborations mako up 
the week Romance will be bit 
ter-sweet and exciting Deals will 
be closed this week and profits 
I made Satisfaction is certain 
! You will have enough energy to 
move mountains and suck an 
[ ocean dry Preparations for a so 
I joum will be on 

- QUARIUS 

J . 20 iret- 10 

Home and property 

_steal the thunder this 

week Also you should make ev¬ 
ery possible effort to improve 
your prospects Changes are en 
visaged Attend to work first ro 
mance can wa>t Regarding fi 
nance, be knowledgeable about 
latest technology sales method 
prices and management as 
competition wll hot up Unless 
there is an emergency do not 
travel 

- ISCES 

F»t) 19—March 20 

uong-distance con 

_nections collabora 

tions publicity ceremony riles 
functions and tiavel sum up this 
week In romance ardour and 
fervour make you a hot favourite 
In knance import-export trad 
ing commission, job-switch and 
plenty of meets conferences 
and business luncheons are 
anticipated 






Q 


. nee again m this ciiMury of upheav 
lals Di Mother Russia, an earthquake 
'proceeds swiftly today, threatenmg 
to shatter the Soviet Union and its failed 
rommunist system 

"With the Soviet Union careenng like a 
runaway troika, Russia is re-emergmg, 
wng^g out from beneath the gray leveil 
mg oianket of socialism,” wntes N&e Ed¬ 
wards 

‘There is a new quest for the much 
trampled Russian culture, for the ‘soul’ 
that wnters lauded for its breadth and 
warmth fhe old love of the gentle land 
scape blooms anew- m the form of an 
ger ovei polluted rivers and smoky 
vistas' 

Edwards a veteran of many assign 
ments to the Soviet Union travelled 
through Mother Russia, the old heartland 
from which had sprung the Russian empire 
and Its successor, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, to measure change 
and seek portents of the future 

This IS European Russia It stretches 
from the Baltic ^a to the Ural Mountains 
and from the arc tic tundra to the Black and 
Caspian seas With a population of 110 


% 

I 



only sausage and uxika, lung rationed, but 
also potatoes eggs, bread and cigarettes 
Hie threat of pohticai or economic col¬ 
lapse has become so great that the Soviet 
legislature has granted Gorbachevs re 


million It takes up but one qimrter of the 
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Re 
public, which spans a contment 
Hi{^y mdustnalised yet profoundly tied 
to the past, it produces automctiiles, air¬ 
craft, heavy marhmery, plastu s and che 
micals But the domes of its eastern 
Orthodox atadels gleam softly m the pale 
northern sun 

Hordes of Russians have returned to 
churches reopened under the liberalismg 

K ' ‘s of Soviet President Mikhail Gor 
v “Historically, nothing touched the 
Russian soul so profoundly as faith,” Ed¬ 
wards wntes "Many worshippers doub 
tlessly seek divine shelter from the chaos 
of current events " 

He was present for some of those 
events, mcludmg noisy 1990 demonstra¬ 
tions m Moscow that both called for the 
end of communist nde and denounced its 
detractors 1 

In this “retro-revohiticin," as Edwards 
calls It, Russia and Other republics, proc¬ 
laiming sovereignty, want the union 
reshaped as a loose confederation in wdiich 
they mapa^ their own afrtos. Some, such 
as Baltics, demand total mdependence 
Gorbachev's 1990 Nobel Peace Pree— 
however well-deserved for reducing su- 
peipower tension—cut litte ice with hun¬ 
gry and frustrated Muscovites. As he 


loosed the reins on speech and permitted 
multiparty elections, the long-stagnant 
economy was collapsing The list of 
vanishing commodities grew to include not 



turning to anger? A r^rt 


Ftotofn^hs: Sieve Kaymer 


quests for emergency powers with which 
to hold the wheezing machinery together 
Moscow IS awash with rumours of a coup 
And We has gotten worse In Novgorod 
one of Russia s oldest cities, Edwards 
found Russians discovering niots 
He arrived after a three hour drive 
south from Leningrad past cemetery sta 
tues hmiounng trtxHis ubo died m 194 I as 
the Red army pushed back German pan 
zers By contrast to the sobering country 
side, he wntes, “Novgorod was We and 
joy, wiA dancers m bnght costumes and 
women with hair like npened wheat and 
eras the colour of grass and sky Novgor 
M IS Siavic heartland ’ 

But colourful traditions n the ancient 
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i ily had tii-ailv vanished under the press¬ 
ure 1)1 official atheism and farm r ollectivisa- 
turn, along with the goverriniciit's tear ol 
aiivIhiiiK that hinted ol ‘'nationalist" 
leeluig. 

Less than live years ago, on liis In -.t inp 
lo I.etiingra<l, Ldwnrds would no! li.ive 
marie it past the guard- a' ntv liall, a 
liastion ol cotiininnism La-l ve-n he iiisl 
walked in 

E lections m Mardi rrOO leplaced the 
rotk of I oniniiini'in in Leningrad with 
a handful ol pr'lihle,. iJeinouals rioniinale 
the 4(H)-meml)ci ulv uniiicil, hut they are 


rSo ^ veteramtof the Afghanistan War gather in a Moscow 
iMK'k to celebrate nothiiw more than survival. They were 



llsfs V the May 9,1990 parade on the 4Sth anniversary 

:' ’ttf rtiB World Ww II victory over Germany, and they face 
aeglect and dtsrespect from their countrymen. Bearing a 
irtnUi ncrasemblaBce to US veterans of Vietnam, many are 
f'r’ bitter, ibeasands more soldiers are returning from eastern 

'. Eiffope, finding neither jobs nor living space 


fissured into half a dozen parties. 'I'he 
communists too are divided into factions. 
Most of the democratic deputies on the 
council are political novices. Whether they 
tan unite to gi'verii ii city ol five million, 
with many prohleins, is still uiiclear, Ld 
wards wntes. "Working democracy has a 
long way to go in Russia. ” 

Lemngrad was founded m 17(W as St 
I’etersburg, named foi czar Peter the 
(ireat. In World W.ii I it switched to the 
Russian equivalent. Peliograd Since 11)24 
it has been iiaiiieil .itfei Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin, father ol the lf)17 revolution. To¬ 
day many Umingraders would like to re¬ 
vert to one of the old names.. 

No. 67 IS a hallowed looiii at the vast 
Smolny Institute in l.eiiingrail, one of coni- 
niunisni’s most revered shriiics. It is the 
teacher’s apartment that l.onm used as an 
olfice before Iransfernng his govemnienl 
to more central Moscow. Valeiitiii.i 
Tiutcheva, keeper of Ifie Smoliiv uxinis, 
tielieves it Limiii and liis colleagues were 
alive they could revive the party. 

"Whether such people exist today, 1 do 
not know," Tiutcheva says wearily “It 
worries me so niucli, not because 1 am a 
communist but because millions ol people 
died lor coinnuinist ideals." she tell:' Ld- 
wards. 

At the far end of the other pohticid side 
stands Sergei lurkov- Kngelhard, grandson 
of a czanst anny coionel, who says, “Rus 
sia has no democratic tradition. Russia 
cannot be ruled any way but by a 
monarch." lurkov's monarchist party 
hopes lo bring a Romanov kinsman now 
living in France to the throne. Like many 
other dissenters, lurkov thinks he is spied 
upon by the K(IB. If Kdwards looked out 
window, lurkov told liim, he would see 


the white car that is always there when 
lurkov lias visitors. 

Edwards looked—and saw a white car, 

Surveillance would be in keeping with 
the KGB’s Big Brother role. Although the 
gulag IS officially closed, many a citizen still 
looks nervously over his shoulder. The 
K(;B, the Soviet secret police, acknow¬ 
ledges an Ullage problem and has created a 
public-relations depaitment lo deal with it. 

,At KGB headquarters, the former 
Lubianka Pnson in downtown Moscow, 
Maj. Gen. Aleksandr Karbainov, who once 
policed minorities, sebms the archetypal 
public-relations man; expansive, grega¬ 
rious. He wears a Western-tailored suit, 
smokes Marlboros and exudes candour. 
Today. Karbainov says, the KtiB wants to 
emphasise “its humane activity and 
observance ol laws." 

"I departed in wonder,” Edwards 
writes. "Was this Moscow or .Madison 
Avenue?” 

M eanwhile other respected institu¬ 
tions, even the anny, come into 
question. Like the Vietnam W'ar in the 
United States, the war in Afglianistan was 
iiniMipular in Russia. 

In raucous reunion in Moscow’s Gorky 
Park, veterans of that war exchange bear 
hugs and pass the vodka, "Young men 
going into the army should know that war 
IS dirty." says Pavel, a veteran, “so they 
won't be fascinated by medals and uni¬ 
forms." 

Then there is the Tchaikovsky piano 
competition. In last year’s finals the 
orchestra accompanying Bie soloists could 
not play the required Piano Concerto No. 
1. Instead of commissioning a first-class 
Moscow orchestra for the prestigious in¬ 



ternational contest, the arrangers hired a 
provincial aggregation from Rostov. 

“With the collapse of the command sys¬ 
tem," Edwards writes, “the Tchaikovsky 
competition has become one more thing— 
like soap factories and vodka distilleries— 
afflicted with the national malaise. ” 
Around the Moscow of rigid regulation a 
new Moscow spurts chaotically. Desks 
and perhaps a computer transform apart¬ 
ments into outposts of rampant opimon 
where varied organisations issue tracts 
and plot the end ol communism. Phis is 
not always democracy at work. 

Dmitrii Casiliev heads one of the anti- 




latlie Ijfliitt of TerM In c««b^ Rui^^ 
cberidhMvbits bjr grraddhrag^ter IMM from the city of 
VanraBSh, where tmuid her parents moved to seek a better 
^e. Itis in such viHoMS that Riisriui reformers hope to initiate 
i trailer of land andproperty from imUic to mlvate 
ownership 


Semitic organisations called Pamyat 
(Memory). He condemns the 1917 revolu¬ 
tion as a Zionist plot to subvert Russia. 

Edwards writes: “Russian anti- 
i^mitism seems to revive in hard times or 
when the government needs a 
scapegoat—one reason that Jews are 
emigrating at the rate of 10,{K)0 a month." 

With plenty ol rubles burning pockets 
and little for sale, Moscow's economy has 
liecome a shambles. A taxi driver in the 
petty mafia operating around tourist hotels 
can eani about $"10 a day m hard currency 
from foreign travellers—<i comparative 
fort line. .At the black-market rate, 20 ru¬ 
bles to the dollar, his daily take is twice 
the monthly salary of a tnid-level 
bureaucrat, 

“Biznesmen" used to be a bad word. 
Now some Russian businessmen drive 
foreign cars equipped with telephones. 
The Soviet Union has spawned tens of 
thousands of "ruble millionaires”. Much of 
that wealth probably came from shady 
deals in foreign-made VCRs or auto¬ 
mobiles, or even drugs, (iorbachev began 
relaxing the government's grip on the 
churdi in 1987. 

T he number of Orthodox parishes in 
Moscow has doubled to nearly UK). In 
all the Soviet Union there are now 



11,(X)()—a fraction ol the possibly 150,000 
parishes that existed before the revolu¬ 
tion, though pnests are confident the num¬ 
ber will continue to grow. 


Russians have long been passionate ab¬ 
out their Mother Volga, a mighty blessing 
of a river tliat reaches from far northem 
tributaries 2,800 miles south to the Cas¬ 



Soittt of Arcllti|g«t bltlie northern reaches of European Russia, 
•hi^hoele4iw|d|MCOiis a prisoner from a penal colony to a 
neai^ farm, wlwre be wUl deili ver pobitoes for planting. Part of 
die reccttdy icferiMd syMem of gulags, the camps in 
Archangel OhlMt now hold few political dissidents. But the 
Sovietaareliiidliqi rendy use for the oid camps as they run out 
of spMeforenaubon criminals, whose numbers are multiplying 


pian Sea. But today Volga passion has 
turned to anger. 

At Volgograd, just 275 miles from the 
Caspian, what was once a great sturgeon- 
sjxiwning migiation has come to be a man- 
managed migration, depending l.ngely on 
hatchery-produced fingerlings. .And it is 
nearly man-killed. 

“About a thousand dollars' worth of cav¬ 
iar wasted," fisheries biologist lurii 
Dolidze says with disgust as he opens a 
l(K)-pound female sturgeon and finds a 
25-pound egg sac of gray mush, not irides 
cent black roe. I'ollution is apparently the 
major cause of rotten eggs, Irequently 
seen in the caviar harvest. 

The V'olga carries heavy metals, such as 
mercury and cadmium, petroleum re¬ 
sidues and PCBs from factones—plus f,*r- 
tili.sers and pesticides from faniis. 

Russia ponders an uncertain luUire, 
“clouded by the prospect ol chaos and 
privation, even civil war and the return ol 
totalitarianism,” Edwards writes 

“She is like the Volga; abused, cruelly 
abused, and loved. And though her p<.'ople 
contemplate a future dark as this poisoned 
river, they have proved in their gallopmg 
revolution that they have heart. 'Hiey may 
yet win back their soul." 

(National Geographic News Serviced 
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The all-American burger ex¬ 
perience at the Esplanade (Taj 
Ben^) was a bright new way 
to kick off the Bengali New 
Year (Poila Baisakh); and why 
not? Pitching in to make things 
happen were the American 
f^ls, Pepsi. 'Ilie festival, 
which began on April 15, wiO 



continue into May 5 and is the 
first of a series of such festiv¬ 
als that the two sponsors are 
planning. 

Ranging from the American 
cult figures like Archie and 
Jughead standing by and 
watching ail the fun to tte little 
kiddos digging into the 
goodies, a good time, as they 
say, was had by ail! ■ 




























E ven the most hardened Calcuttan 
would have recoiled from the sea¬ 
ring afternoon heat that day. But 
precisely at 2.45 pm on April 15, a moto¬ 
rised rubber dinghy carrying a Frenchman. 
Jean d’Orgebt, his wife Nathalie and dog 
Bobby bobbed into view off the Police 
Jetty at Outram Ghat. 

Escorted by the coastguard boat, 
d'Orgebt and family docked at tlie jetty as 
everybody present broke into effusive ap¬ 
plause. The sound of conch shells re¬ 
verberated in the air and iietals were sho¬ 
wered on the French couple, marking the 
end of an incredibly intrepid 12.000 km 
sojourn by sea which began in Marseilles 
(though it took seed m Paris) 10 months 
ago. 

It also marked d’Orgeix’s 70th birthday 
and his arrival in Calcutta was timed to a 
nicety—on Poila Baisakh, Bengali New 
Year! 

It all started out as a jest really. A 
Danish friend in Mauritius asked Jean to 
visit him in his island. Ah! but planes were 
so expensive and a rubber din^y might be 


Making it happen together 


THE 

OLD 

MAN 


also struck by the opuleme of Oman. 

But Yemen presented close encounters 
of the most terrifying kind. Rendered tem¬ 
porarily rudderless, the old man and the 
sea were nonetheless at pt-ace with each 
otner when a sudeen burst of machine gun 
staccato had the dinghy occupants ducking 
for cover, jean detected the piowlers to 
be trigger liappy Yemen civilians who soon 
closed in on the dinghy. Some profamties 
later, jean found himself being interro¬ 
gated on his World War II conscription! 

A naval officer, however, arrived in time 
to prevent the situation from conflagrat¬ 
ing. Jean was profoundly affected by the 
stark austerity of Yemen. 'I'his, in a coun¬ 
try sandwiched lietween Saudi Arabia and 
Oman! It was here that the paradox of the 
Middle East was brought home to him. 

Oman, Pakistan and western IndLi were 
covered under mellow wuiter warmth. 
The sun grew stentorian once Madras had 
been rounded. “The final leg was very 
trying,” said Jean, sporting the Yul Bmi- 
ner look at the French consulate. “It 
required great endurance to brave the 


AND THE SEA 


the only answer, was Jean’s jocular reac¬ 
tion. But the joke.soon blpomed into an 
insatiable obsession. 'lYie septuagenerian 
realised he anild become a pioneer of 
sorts in dinghy navigation if he could pull it 
off. Financed by Le Temps Retrouve —a 
"magazine for the old”—the 1948 London 
Olympic equestrian bronze med^st left 
the shores of Marseilles in June last year. 
He liad with him his wife, jiet, some ra¬ 
tions, a little water and oceans of pluck to 
help him on the way. 

Italy and Albania were uneventful while 
negotiating the Red Sea, with its waters 
swelling up to five metres, was the most 
challenging. Jean d’Oregeix pulled up in a 
small port in Greece. Curious about the 
long queue for gasoline there, he won¬ 
dered aloud at the unusual bustle. 
Stupefled people turned to stare at him 
untu someone explained that Kuwait had 


After 10 months at sea in 
a mbber (iinghy, Jean 
d’Orgeix anived in ~ 
Calcutta on Poila Baisakh 


Photographs: Aioke Mitra 

been invaded. Jean d’Or geix immediately 
bou^t a small radio to keep abreast of the 
latest developments in the Gulf. 

Turkey, Cyprus and Egypt came and 
went without much ado. Saudi Arabia 
struck d’Orgeix as a disciplined and tech¬ 
nically ultra-modem nation, indifferent 
however to the raging gulf strife. He was 


blistering heat and the suffocating 
humidity. ” 

And when he made it to the city on that 
oppressively hot afternoon, it marked the 
perfect apogee to this niind-lioggliiig 
odyssey. 

Besides lining a resilient .idvenluret, 
Jean d’Orgeix had also trained his team to 
an Olympic equestrian gold in Montreal in 
1976. He has also authored four books, 
edits a magazine, has reared a pet panther 
called Zuma, been associated with the 
pioneering phase of French television and 
has acted in 23 films! How does he plan 
to celebrate his 8()th birthday? The jocund 
countenance crinkles into an endearing 
smile and Jean d'Orgeix throws up fiis 
hands in mock surrender. But his twinkling 
eyes tell quite a different story. 

Atirath Aich 
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A stcDi from Die Hard 2 


RhCULAR SHOWS 


Hindi ^ iltiis 


• Ajooba lindist (Umlinik 

Sin a t shows 

\ him l)v Sliishi Ki|m>oi stii 
1111 ^ \niitibh K<nh(lnn Kishi 
Kipoir Ilimpk Kipidii Suiiim 
Shuimii Kipixir md Amn ( 1*1111 
llu miisK IS b> I ixnukuit l*\ ml 
il 

• Benaam Badsha Omni 
(Btiitinik Sliiil J8141 ) I town 
(Kill Xhnnd Kidwii koad 

Kiishn (I (. Dull I 
Sliti t iJ lOH MinoKi (Suit 
Chilti.ni(. XviiHK dlOtl ) ] il 
kii Skiw iloust (Shibdis Hliidun 
Siitil 0) Jij.it (Vhiivi 
lYifulli thindri Kind «iil(i8) 
Mil mi hi (RtReni Pirk) 

Anil Kipour indjuhi l hiwli ui 
thi II id piu in this him dirt i It d 
bv K KitiShmkii Tht musK is 
b\ I axmikint IN 111 1 il 

• Sanam Bewafa L otus (S N 
Bintmt Kiid dldhh4) 4 
shows 

\ iiujoi b X ifhtt hi' slirnng 
Slim in Khn ind dtbiilinit* 
Chindni Ihr him is dirnUd bv 
Siiw in Kui III ind thi musu is by 
Mihtsh Kshoi 

• Shikari Jvoii (Umn Sirani 
2ilH’i Him (Kidhin Sii ini 
ill >2*) I'mnistit (Rija Kij Kis 
sin blteel V>40H) Bisusrit 
(S P Mttkhti](t Riad 481«l)8> 

Mithun Chakiaborty Nasttrud 


’‘fl'r V 


dm Shill Vrishi I sgxonkat 
Nitasha aid Amnsh Pun tompnse 
thi tnam last Thi film is dm < tid 
bv I 'mi sh Ml hr i ind tht musit is 
h\ Annu M ilik 

• \eh Aag Kab Bujhegi 

Milrt (Cli wrinj,titt kind 
i?K0110 M ijt si II (K ih Ahmtd 
Kilwai Roid *12^hl)l Piibhit 
(Chitt 11 mj in Avtiiui l‘t(i h2) 
i'll III (Kidt in Siiini > ^2(Kli 
Piiiabi (Milllima (nndhi K id 
ISOfihO) Ijjili I Russ I k lid 
478t)(ib) Pn\ I Rishhihiii X\t 
nui Kill tot 1 sh ws 

\ him by Sunil Out! uli il 
sills ilonj, with kikb Kibii 
Ikdi ShiktiKipiii kiiitti I in 
du inddtbutinU Shu 11 


Bt-nnali Films 


• Aamaar Sathi 1 it] mi 

(Ridhui Sanni ihOSd) 1 11 In 
(AJC Host Roid * I 8*1 J'lini 
(S 1 Muklii tjt < k I id 14 1 ) 


1 shows 

[hrtctid bv Sabi Dutli tht film 
stirs Ai]un (^hakraborlv Sytalidi 
Kiv Manoj Mitra Ribi (ihosi 
Abhijit St n ind Jum Bm r|et 1 ht 
rnusii IS by Mnn il Bant iji i 

• Beder Meye Josna Ruphmi 
(Bidhin Sarini i514H) Mum 
(Mihatmi (iirdhi Ri ad OS (il) 
iihuali ('■ P Muklitriit Ki id 
471881) 1 I I 

()m It tht biKj.t si hits in rt 111 1 
timi s this B mj,hdi sh produi ti r 
stirs Lhinnjttl and \niu (>hosti 
I hi tibii 1 diitiUd by Mitiyur 
K( hm 111 r inu 

• Mahaprithivi Mini (tiidha 

Sat ini a ’’si) Bijoli (S I 
MiHitijtt K nd 17ll()* Chli 
liij,hai (Mihitmi ttindhi ki id 
1 iJ 10) 1 1 S 1. 

A Mnn it Sill lilm si ininj Vi 
t iBmtnti Soiimili iCliilltini 
(itili Sin \njm Out! Ami 11 
M i|umd 11 md Apai n 1 Si n 


Ainitabh Bacfachan and Dimple Kapadia in Ajooba 


V:' 
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• Kin Sodh: S.u.ini; 

. ii .i, [\]r./-s '^.indhj 
)•!>'uil. ' , ( i'.il.’ . Kiis ‘ti 

K '(f 1 '1 ("Ii*»*)’ ‘ lii 

:)v lijM.i! K.iMui un! 
with "W'w t.v Iv-tiL-*-)! ko'.ii.in. tlu- 
■,!/, i; - 5 1 iiiii.i tijh. *i<iw In 

\\ 1 1* I K:. i!' I*Knj.’ooi .isiv! 
K’,1 ‘I f •' ■ < 


Foreign Filins 


• A Prayer for >he Dying (A); 

: !!■■« 

• JusI MarneJ iA>. I.i.n.in.i 

■ ;>!.8 .i',.-. • ' o t > 1 

VIv ’liitonAj: I o "i "i I 'lui 


NFW RELKASES 


Hindi Films 


• Aavei Ki kaat: 1,1 If 

■■ ... , f .I,:-'.:, 

M . . ' I. ' ■ -III .'r. 

■■ I- ■. I','. iO 1 . I 

, ■ ■'ill 1 ■ ■ I" '; i; ,'.,1 I 1 


Siirjm. .U1521'). H.i^uwee iS.I’ 
Muliit't ife Rd.iiJ, )K4K0 Sj, 
M.iiitiulwn 'Regent Park!. 

I )irt‘i led In k Pappu. the main 
ool 1 .inipribc;. ■\vinas.ll Wadhwan, 
hh.ilieen Amipani Kher. K;:l- 
hluisliaii Kh.iihdiidn Aloknath. 
Aiunii li.mi .Rila Hnadiiri and 
Pjie:-il Raaal I he irni-ii. e- li\ 
Anaiid Miliiid 

• Af'sana Pyar Ka; Rnw 
It.h'lwriiighee Pl.iee, .ISlldM). 
Majeitn “Kali Alum d Kidwji 
Hoad 2-l22t)h' Kriidm.i t'l (. 
Dnlt.i Street, Miti.i 

'hidii.in Saiani, ‘'ill.i.S). e hli.i'ea | 
■ ■Utiaiia Piatulia ehaiirii.i Rond, 
■iiljsdi, Ragmi iPelt.'iKh.i! • M.-un 
Road: f’ti\'i i'Rj''hl«'haii 

Avenue' ■PiMlOi, K.ilik."' 'Sada 
riaiid.' Rond, 47K1H' 

Aanm Kliait and Neel.im on tin. 
lend pjii III this film, diluted hv 
-''h.ihialian The iiiusir is hv liappi 
Lahin 


Special Kvents 


28 April; 6.30 pm 

■'I’l.imika piesinl-. the Hindi 


Lomedv plav, lUn ha-^ed on 
Kadal Sinar's origin.il lieng.ili 
scnpt .iiid tianslaled b\ l>t Pia 
tihha Agaivval Directed hv Ihm.d 
Lath, till I'.ist include' A’lmt.i R«- 
llin, Ajav Unatiurvvedi Vogesh 
Sun, .Anna Bliatlaeh.n ».i Laxmi 
Piasad, ,Ai.i\ .Mi-iira. Dm'. s|i 
Thakkai, and .Aditi Sri'.ii 

At Kali jM.indii lliastmenil 
:shakes;a‘ait Sar.iiii, ipni.-tt'' 

28 April; 6.30 pm 

In loli.ibor.itioii vMlIi '.lie I niltd 
I' lales liiioi .ii.itioii Sei'. O' 
Slag'stat! pieso'l' /(.iiiiv .. 
i onied', |il.i' II' ; hit I .'.I ' ^ 
DirecU'i Ro'ia I’oinni.i tl.i 
.ast iritis'je' sk.iliiii Datul Mten.i 
I n'll \llth'' llll'l. ■'tfvi < a/],If' 
D.o.J ^IKln'■, C lav' Didie! '.sito', 
ll'-ltri (ia-.pe! A-lii-h No"-! .\eil 
MuklleO’e diie k iln' l'')i;d'i.i 

At iivai' \l.iiu a 1! I’rvtoi ..I 
Slo eti 

28 & 20 April' 3 pm - 8 pm 

•in t vliiliition il ii,iiriiiii)s to 
Sushdill.l t'lhosli 111 tile We^l 1 ..i; 
icIV 

• .Mnlyunioi Lliakrahuitv will liolii 


■in tvi'ioitii.. 'it I',linin',: 111 till 

A entt.r l.alli i V 

• .An I thlhlhel, I ! I'l'"' c; 1 
Kii'li.il I i.iiigolia'ihvav . 111 .! '-..'iioiit 
M Dill la .' liu N'li'.li ti.iUci V 

• \ii evlii'iiiinn I't ',.,iir,lim;' o. tl'< 
.lililenl ■' ' .iiic I , ‘ 'll il. : 
(III Vt vv (. ill. I . 

20 April onwards. 1 pni k |itii 

I IK 0.11111 ' Ulll 1. il'! ■ . 1. i I 

esli;!'r,i"i' o! ;i I'lilin.' I'n. '. 

.S.Hilh t ..i.lf:' 

30 April onwards. ^ pm S poi 

\ vti. I. '.n.. ■ I '■■ ■ ' I ' 

II,),' ,'V '1,1' . , , . 

j 'I c llil -ei' '1 ' .. s , , 

I V\. .l„l \' .l! -a 
! • 1 he s,., I, I, I,,' I 1 f. .' ' 

I 11 'il'l . 1(1 ' vti.'.ii' n 
, tilt N( 11 .ill'. 1 'I ■ 

! A' \' .1 1. -1 ■ 'I ■ 

'v .I'lie.ll.l' I ■).. i '.■• I . ■ 

1 Mav 6.30 pni 

I'l.iv ' Kal.. t. .... . 1 1 .) 

Ilii.'l' . ..mil. 1 '1 ■ 

■' /i.d./. .s.j . 0. t\ ' it.' ■’ . 

'i.ii. kii 'o s|i. );,.i a 1 i. ,, 

VI Kal. ■ .. Ih ■ ■ . 

i.k|i.lk' -.pe.ilt '-.il I" I I I'l" ■ 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and daparriira timaa ara for Calcutta. FIguraa In brackats 
danota tha days, 1 being Monday. 


nteroational 


Catcutta-Bombay-'>.ondun-N»w 
Vork Dep Ai tfit at 0230 
Bombay Calcntta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo Art ih, Ai 306 .it 19’6, 
Def (5i A. 30('a! ; 0?!1 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay An (6; Ai 309 at 1910, 
Dep '6' A' 'lus .11 i‘0?‘j 
London-Delhi-Calcutta A'l i7) 
At l.)2 i 328 a' 1230 

* Moscovw-Shariah-Calcutta. An 

14 1 SU-tiO.' a' 1t,2f, 

* Calcutta-Shariah-Moscow 
Dep 14) S'J 538 al 1725 

' Moscovw-Tashkenl-Karachi- 
Calcutta-tianoi Arr (2) SU-541 
m 0640 :>F.p (2, SU'‘j4l at 0^50 
‘ Hanoi-Calcutta-Karachi- 
Tashkent-Moscow An (2) SU 
547' at le.th T'ep 12. 613-542 'at 
1P’5 

Amman-Calcutta. A" i4. Hj-164 
at 0645 

Calcutta-Amman [itp i5i RJ- 
135 at 0530 

- Bucharest-Calcutta-Bangkok 

An i 1 ' ri'j-0>..3 .11 1115 An lb/ 
nO-063 ai i0-'.5 iJep Mi RO-063 
al 1230 Uop I. 1 t-'O U63 at 1200 

- Bangkok-Calcutta-Bucharast 
An t.' R.'■''■'J64 at 2015 Dep 
M Rri-',.,a ,11 213G 

Calcutta-Singapore Dep i?i 

60-416 at 1130 and Dep (4) 5Q- 
420 at 1310 

bingapore-Calcutta; An (2) SQ. 
416 at 1025 and An ,'4i SQ-420at 
1210 

Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep (2, 4 7) 


iC 731 at 0900. Dep {',3 6) TG- 
I 314 at 1355 

I Bangkok-Calcutta- Arr (2. 4. 7) 

! IC-732 at 1500, Arr (1. 3 61 TG 
J 313 at 1240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu Dep (2 4. 

7) IC-747 at 1600 Dep (1, 5| 

I RA-214at1455 

I Kethmandu-Calcutta An (2. 4. 

] 7) IC 746 at 1930, Arr (1,51 RA- 
; 213 at 1355 

I Calcutta-Ohaka; Dep (3 6i IC- 
723 at 1340, Dep (daiiyl 60-092 
j a' 1220 and BG 054 at 1935 
, Dhaka-Calcutta; An 13. 6) IC- 
1 724 at 1600, Arr (daily) BG-091 al 
1140 and BG-093 at 1855 
CalcuHa-Chmagong Dep 12 5) 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chittagong-Calcuna; Ar (2. 5' 

B6-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep (2) KB-106 
I al 0900. Arr (2| KB-I05at0800 


Domestic 


; mm'mmmmm 

I Calcuna-Bombay; Dep 12) Al- 
; '101 at 0230 

Oelhi-Calcutta: Arr (i) AI-1328 
i at 1230 

I 

j ImltaN Airline* mmmm. 

i Calcutta-Oelhi; Dep (daily) IC- 
i 402 at 1730 and lC-263 at 0700, 
Arr (daily) IC-401 al 1205 and IC- 
I 264 al 2235 

I Calcutta-Bombay; Dep (daily) 

; IC-273at2000andlC-176al0850. 

I Arr (daily) IC-175 at 0750 and IC- 


Prlnled here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule This 
is. however, subject to change. Passengers are advist-d 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines { 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) i 
263390. 264433. 262415, 262548. 262657 and 262909. and 
(airport) 569433. 569637. 569841, 267007 and 204433 


274 at 1850 

Calcutta-Madras; Dep (daily) 
IC-765al 1700, Arr (daily) IC-766 
at 2210 

Calcutla-Bangalora; Dep (daily) 
IC-771 at 0610, Arr (daily) IC-772 
at 1200 

Oelhi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchi- 
Calcutta; Arr (daily) IC 409 ai 
1545 

Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Oalhl. Dep (daily) IC- 
410 810615 

Calcutta-Guwahatl. Dep (daily) 
IC-229 at 1340, Dep (1, 3, 5, 6) 
IC-729 at 0800, Arr (daily) IC-230 
at 1630, An (1, 3. 5 6) IC-730 al 
1100 

Calcutta-Agartala. Dep (daily) 
IC-743 at 1330 Dep (3 5 6 7) 
IC-241 at 0700, Dep (1, 2. 4) IC- 
241 at 0700, Arr (daily) IC 744 at 
1600, Arr (3, 5, 6, 7) IC 242 at 
1350, Arr (1,2,4) IC-242al0900 
Calcutta-Port Blair-Car N(cobar; 
Dep (1) IC-287 al 0530. Arr |1) 
IC-286 at 1220 

Calcutta-Port Blair. Oep (2 4 

6) 10-285 at 0530, Arr 12, 4, 6) 
IC-2B6 at 1000 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh; Oep (daily) 
IC-201 at 1400. Arr (daily) IC-202 
at 1730 

Calcutta-Bagdogra; Oep (daily) 


' IC 221 at 1100. Air If. 

al 1320 

Calcutla-Tezpur-Jorhat 

Calcutta; Dep i2 .1 4 5 h IC. 
213 at 0600, An C' 3 4 5. ?, > 
IC-213al 0956 

Calcutta-Silchar-Imphal (><). 
(daily) lC-255at l-ISO A- i'),i,),) 
1C 256 al 1530 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar. ii. 

2, 4, 7) IC-269 ai 1650 A" M 
4, 7) IC-270 at '010 
Calcutta-Bhubaneswar Nagpur- 
Hyderabad. Dep <3 5) iC .'no 

at 1650 Arr <3 5 '.) If. ;"'i 
2040 

Calcutta-Guwahati-Dimapur 

Dep (1, 'I 5 7/ IC 2’'! .(I 0640 
An (1,3 5 7) IC ?20 al : 120 

Caicutta-Hyderabad; Uni.- i: 2 
7i IC-277 at 1745 An 1 1 2 7i 
iC-278 at 2215 

Calcutta- Vi shakap at nam- 

Madras Dep M 2 4 o, ir, 042at 
0700, Arr ( 1 . 2, 4 6' If 54' .li 
0915 

Calcutta-Imphaf Di-fi .i o, 

IC 259 at 1330 Arr (2 4 6' IC 
260 at 1610 

Vi^iMloot 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kaila&ahar 

Dep (2 4/ Pf /?-/at'(■'I't'. A" 'j 
4 ) PP -730 at 1330 


■ N'-i uatiir. r.gnison Caicuna-Shariah-CalcuttaanOCalcuna-Ka'achi-Tashkent'Calcuna - Nesa'l.' "tjHv un c,ait.,jita baft/.o. 
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,’tj WOrj :io Wf ;i i rni nv^ :• r Fii ; sa i 



7DAYS ' 


-Sllchar: Oep 
yno, Ar- 17 ) PF- 

.och Bahar; Oep (1, 
07ain855.Aff (1,3.5) 


PF-708 311150 

Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl: Dep 

(2 4 6 7) PF-705 at 0855, Dep 
(1 3, 5) PF-705A a11220. Arr (2. 
4 6 7) PF-706 at 1250, Arr (1 3,; 


5) PF-706Aat 1615 
Calcutta-Jamahadpur: Oep (1,2 
3, 4, 5. 6) PF.717at0600, Arr (1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6) PF-718 at 0745 

Calcutta-Agartala-Shillong; Dep 


(1 3, 5, 6). PF-701 at 0930, Arr (1 
3, 5, 6) PF-702 at 1400 
Calculta-Agartala-Shillong 
Calcutta: Dep (7) PF-701 a 
1210, Arr (7) PF 702 at 1615 


Trams 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhl-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

AmrRaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
prsas via Qaya-Varanasi 

Dap—Tues, Thurs & Sat 

Arr—Wed Fn & Sun, 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Air-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
preaa via Patna 

Dep—Mon Wed. Fri. S Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-00 

Ra|dhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tues, Thurs, Fn & 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed. Thurs Sat. & 
Sun 

11-30 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fn & Sat 

Arr— Tubs Wed & Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

preaa 

Dep—Mon A Thuis 

Ait —Thurs A Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-06 

Doon Expreaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
preaa via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Expreaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Main Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-56 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanehenjunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-36 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-tO 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3316 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

6-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

fr35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs A Sat 

Arr—Mon Thurs A Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Sanllnlkatan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep—Thurs. Sat A Sun. 

Arr—Tues Wed. A Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues. A Wed 

Arr—Sat A Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep A An—Mon. A Fn 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep A An—Sunday 

SeaUah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Darlaeling Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

MughsI Sarsi Express via 

SBg Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Express TrI-weekly 
Dep A An—Wed Fn. A Sun. 

4-30 

5186 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Qltanjatl (Bombay) Express 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahnnidabad Express 

5-05 

6033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-60 

802£< 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-60 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Express 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expreaa Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 
Naraj 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhault (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr-Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Hartwur Tarminus- 
Quwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahstl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Expreaa 
(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmlnus 
Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 
Dep—Fri. A Sun 

An—Tues A Fri. 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 
Weakly Expreaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 

A CuttaiA) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Palna-Coehin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Palna Weakly Expreat (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: For rwind tlif clock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, plessa dial 203S4S'54 for In-coming trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For Information atwut reservations on 
Eastern and South Eastam Railways trains, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazettad holidays). 
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FIND TWINS) RooUn and Tootln , Into of llw fancy Dana above, 
look enough allka to be Ivrlna Which tarn era they? 


• CUTUPS* Behead a beast and you will find a bigger 
beast left behind Behead this larger beast and then 
instead ol one you If find ten How so"’ 

X uAMi xo JOi not pMqau 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


T! f 

%'M 

S.3 n /i 


NAUTICALLr SPEAKING 

Hrw many ol the loliowing nauticol 
terms can you translate*’Each be 
gins with lettei A which generally 
speaking is short for at to in with 
etc 

1 Abaft 

2 Abeam 

3 Adrift 

4 Ahoy 

5 Alae 

6 Amain 

7 Aftort 

8 Avast 

9 Awaathor 

P S Some meanings may vary 
Bii'»r»-“ 

Ol e OiSb e ll» am 01 i paa* wait«« 
4 apa (Niaiiaiir mu Ji , owh » amid 
giM iBouv c np« am (1 r laai am Ol i 


e GRID LOCKI Home 
town’s ball, first down 
Play gains threa yards 
Sarnnd down Play loses 
SIX yards Third down Poe 
picks off pess 25 yards 
downfield from lina of 
scrimmsga, runs bach 
football 45 yards to Home 
town's 43 yard tine 
Question At what yard 
ima did Hometown team 
begin play on first down? 

ou oaA jnoj Aund buwakMc jo 


> 3 yc's 

ffy/Vi; 

-Sni. 


FUNSPOT 


PICKUP TEAM! Every IHIer bll helps rtstch so svorybody s on Iho 
)ob Colors t R o d 2—Lt Muo 3 Yellow 4—U brown S Flosh 
6—Lt green 7—Ok brown S—Ok groan 9- Purpla 


SCORE 10 points lor using ell the 
letters in the word below to form 
tavo complete words 

APPARENT 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thoro ere et toast sis dWIef 
ancos in drawing details be tw een top and bottom panels How 
guickiy can you find them’ Check answers wHh ihoea below 

lu»i*itip II auivu loops 9 penoui e ito s peMMu ti voog v 
IkiiMiui M spio«i MiSMus e lueieillPWAo Z Bumiui • SMU i sMuaieMia 


THEN score 7 points tech lor ell 
words of tour totlors or more 
lound among the letters 

Try la scora at Hast SS paints 
•usd evil luajlisus spitfori 




















QUIZ D Nen 0' 


W Blease write something 
I about Herman Rors¬ 
chach who invented the in¬ 
kblot test." writes Ghansyam 
Misra. Calcutta 34. 

When he was in school, 
the inventor of the world 
famous Rorschach inkblot 
test was called Kleck, or “in¬ 
kblot" by his chums. Like 
many other youngsters in his 
native Switzerland Rors¬ 
chach enjoyed Klecksogra- 
phy, the making of fanciful 
inkblot "pictures" Unlike the 
other youngsters, Rorschach 
would make inkblots his life's 
work 

An art teacher, like his 
father, Rorschach showed 
great talent at painting and 
drawing conventional pic¬ 
tures When It was time for 
him to finish school, he could 
not decide between a career 
in art and one in science He 
wrote a letter to the famous 
German biologist, Ernst 
Haeckel, to seek his advice. 
Perdictably, the scientist 
suggested science, and 
Rorschach enrolled in 
medical school at the Uni¬ 
versity of Zurich. 

It was an exhilarating time 
to be studying science, parti ■ 
cularly in Europe and parti¬ 
cularly in the field of medi¬ 
cine A Viennese physician, 
Sigmund Freud, had delved 
into the subconscious mind, 
and his findings about the 
human personality caused 
much traditional science— 
and morality—to be ques¬ 
tioned. Rorschach was also 
fortunate m having the emi¬ 
nent psychiatrist Eugen 
Bleiiler for a teacher Bleuler 
had taught another doctor 
who was making a name for 
himself IP Zurich. Carl Jung. 
All three men greatly influ¬ 
enced Rorschach. 

The excitement in intellec¬ 
tual circles over 
psychoanalysis constantly 
reminderl Rorschach of his 
childhood inkblots Why. he 
wondered, might two people 
see entirely omerent things 
in the same inkblots While 
still a medical student, he be¬ 
gan showing inkblots to 
school children and analys¬ 
ing their reactions He was 
;§ided in these first tests by a 


{•'pc f Question: Who are called the ‘Male 

Geishas’ of Japan? (Ramchandra Singh, 
Canal Road, P.O. Oehri>on-Sone, Diet 
WAW Rohtas, Bihar 821307} 

Ans: The Sunfio wrestling stars who 

-—spend hours beautifying themselves 

with their conventional clothing (loin cloth), hair¬ 
styling, massage, etc., before a bout. 



friend he had played Kleck- 
sography with in school, who 
had become an art teacher. 
The two men wanted to 
know if gifted students fanta¬ 
sised more in their inter¬ 
pretations of inkblots than 
average students Unfortu¬ 
nately, the results of these 
early tests and the inkblots 
used have been lost 


QUESTIONS 


1) In aviation parlance, 
what is a ‘pancake land¬ 
ing? (Amit Mathur, Sindh 
22 ) 

2) What is a 'dog paddle'? 
(Saniay Dayal. Ranchi 2) 

3) Which Indian industrial¬ 
ist stayed next to Albert 
Einstein at Oxford for six 
rngnths and used to play 
the piano to Einstein’s 
violin? (Kalyan Nath. 
Kalyani 35) 

4) Which is India's golden 
city? (Vikas Singh, Rour- 
kefa 3) 

5) Which physical quantity 
is'poise'a unitoP 
(Saurav Mitra, Calcutta 29) 

6) What is the instrument 
used for seeing the parti¬ 
cles hidden in the view of 
the mirror? (Sougata Sar- 
kar, Durgapur 4) 

7) Why is South Korea s 
Kim Joo-Sung nicknamed 
“Paolo Rossi of Asia" and 
“Little Samson"? 
(Ehtesham Anjum, Calcut¬ 
ta 16) 

8 ) Who described Russia 
as “a riddle, wrapped in 
mystery, inside an enig- 
ma"‘> (Bipfab Biswas, Cal¬ 
cutta 651 

9) The film, Farenheit 451. 
directed by Francois Truf¬ 
faut, is based on Ray Brad¬ 
bury’s book of the same 
name. What is so signifi¬ 
cant about the Mm’s .. 
name? (Isrrtatara KhaJocm, ■ 


Rorschach was intrigued 
by Freud's work in interpret¬ 
ing dreams, but a dream he 
himself had had left him puz¬ 
zled The night after he wit¬ 
nessed his first autopsy, 
Rorschach dreamt that he 
had died and his body was 
being autopsied. Although 
he was dead in his dream, 
he could see and feel what 


BardhamanSI) 

10) Name frie only Sher¬ 
lock Holrtras case where 
the crime is committed by 
the Ku Kiux Klan. (Subrata 
Haidar, Tribeni 3) 


ANSWERS 


sdy bBubjo sau (0l 

'ejntejaauja} 
teunesujnq jaded (fi 

•|l!U3jnuo uojsu!m(8 

-paads pue u}6u 8J)S 
iu!us8Aj5jjeL(ouo| S!U 

sAes eu asneoeq „uosu<es 
emn,, pue ssaMOJd euuoos 
•leoS sfu p asneoaq 

,.Bisvtoissobioiped*U 
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was happening as the pres¬ 
iding physician sliced 
through his brain. The dream 
helped convince Rorschach 
that there was a strong tie 
oetween perception and the 
unconscious. He chose the 
symbolism of hallucinations 
as the topic for his doctoral 
dissertation. 

After he received his MD 
in 1912, Rorschach worked 
briefly in Russia and then re¬ 
turned to work in menfai hos¬ 
pitals in Zurich. He stepped 
up his inkblot research, test¬ 
ing 300 mental patients and 
100 “normal" persons. In 
1921 his now famous work 
Psychodiagnostics, which 
set forth his methods of us¬ 
ing inkblots to probe the un¬ 
conscious, was published. 

The Rorschach test con¬ 
sists of 10 cards, each con¬ 
taining one ornate inkblot. 
Five are in black and white 
and five are in colour The 
examiner shows the subject 
the cprds one at a time and 
records the subject's re¬ 
sponses Subjects are asked 
to describe what they see in 
the blots or what they remind 
them of They are then 
shown the cards a second 
time and asked to explain 
ambiguous responses and to 
point out the parts of the in¬ 
kblots that prompted various 
reactions. The examiner also 
notes each subject's social 
behaviour, for example, 
whether the subject feels 
challenged or intimidated by 
the test 

Apparently, Rorschach 
never took his own test If he 
had, the test might have re¬ 
vealed an aberration within 
the personality of its inven¬ 
tor In less than a year, after 
completing his brilliant trea¬ 
tise, Rorschach began to 
suffer severe abdominal 
pains. As a physician he 
must have known he had an 
infecied appendix. Yet he did 
nothing When he finally 
went to the hospital the 
attending surgeon was 
astounded that Rorschach 
had let the ailment progress 
so far. Rorschach was oper¬ 
ated on immediately, but he 
died the next morning of 
peritonitis. He was only 37. 
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CANDID CAMERA 



Electing to shoot from the hip, the chief election commissioner _ 

T.N. Seshan said he would “apply to the hilt” all laws in force to make the 
election free and fair. When warned alx)ut the possible rigging in West 
Bengal, he promised not to turn the Nelson eye on that; in feet he had told 


e state CEUs to keep their eyes and ears vigorously open . 













ODAY, GIVE EACH OF THESE ROOMS 
A MATCHING MARBLE FLOOR. 


Y TOMORROW, DO THE SAME 
IN YOUR HOME. 



(TTOn TilliSt ITIRLl IIOORS MAU'll IIII.M I'O 1111 R(M)M.S 
()\ THl-11 n. AM)STICK FIIIM Will R1 1111 V 1OOK HI SI 


Yes. with Carara, laying down a marble floor in your home isjs simple 
as slicking on 



your existing floor It'll take only a few hours. No mess, no inconvenienie. 







\ unique floor 

^ w ' 

covering 

' '-'j 

containing fine granulated marble. It comes in two exquisite designs and a range 
of :. ' ; ■ What’s more, Carara is scratch-resistant. After all it’s created 

with the i .i, the American 

floonngs giant. So it lasts tor years. 

Hurry, call any of our r 

I 
I 

offices today. And j 

I 
I 

stick on a brand j 

I 
I 

new marble / 
floor. 



I ^ ' 


^iwc i i H World Industries permit INARCO Ltd. the use of the 
trademark Armstrong, under licence. 

INARCO Officx: Bnnikjy: 12 A. 'Aj««nt'. Gen. Rtioule Merg. Bomlxy 400021. I>|| 2022621, 202221) 
i Delhi: I>1. 3712049, 37 '2253, 3324415 * C.Utu Ph 444W, 432765 * Ph. 475101,476506. 470156. 
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WKat's so great atout my room? s maha—cool! I share it with Madonna, bnoopy, comics, junk and 
zappy colours. See my walls "^/fionzon Blue. Jjkose Neyron.j^ulia Green.;(jSpecial Brick.j^aJiance. 
Superlac's Super shades. Real neat. Check it out! 




Shalimar Paints 


Mudra Cal SP 490 
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POSTMORTEM 


Ca^ENTS 


Voices and 
Echoes 

At a time plagiarism 
from Western music is the 
order of the day, Super 
Cassettes have set a re¬ 
cord by giving music lovers 
hit film songs one after 
another based on classical 
and folk music. Gulshan 
Kumar, the chief of Super 
Cassettes, deserves all 
praise for setting this 
trend. 

Among the new voices 
('Voice of a New Genera¬ 
tion’, March 3) he has in¬ 
troduced so far Kumar Sha- 
nu promises to be a 
winner.' 

Manohar Mandal, 

Nabadwip 

■ The saddest part of the 
story was Kumar Shanu, 
the most popular singer to¬ 
day, getting poor coverage 
photographically. He de¬ 
served the cover photo¬ 
graph. It was shocWng to 
see Sapna Mukherjee 
sprawled all over the cover 
instead just because of one 
disgusting Oye, oyv 
number. 

Bappi Lahiri’s comments 
about the dones not lasting 
long is objectionable. 
These clones are more 


acceptable than Bappi 
Lahiri’s so-called origi¬ 
nality! 

Sandeep Dasgupta, 

Rourkela 

■ Bappi Laluri says that no 
clone can last for tong. But 
who can forget the great 
Rafi clone, Mahendra 
Kapoor, who reached some 
heights of popularity even 
while Rafi was singing him¬ 
self and sang as long as Rafi 
did. Likewise, Kumar Sha¬ 
nu despite being a copy of 
Kishore, should be able to 
survive. 

Niladri Chakrabarti, 

Agartala 

■ 1 don’t agree that the 
l^ta ‘monopoly’ is over. 
Despite the hordes of new 
and popular singers, Lata 
still produced two big hits 
in Maine Pyar Kiya and 
Chandni and is as usual 
lovely in Sanam Bewafaa 
and Patthar Ke Pliool. 

The writers should also 
have touched upon Alisha 
Chinai and Sadihana Sar- 
fpm. Among the men. be¬ 
sides Amit Kumar, Kumar 
Shanu and Udit Narayan. 
we have Suresh Wadkar 
and S.P. Balasubramaniam 
who are also good and 
popular. 

Overall, the article was 


not only topical, but u'ell 
balanced. 

Dibyendu Ghosh, 

Burdwan 

■ 1 was disappointed to see 
that you excluded Suresh 
Wadkar from the article. In 
an era of dones, as ritditly 
said in your story, Suresh’s 
voice is quite different and 
characteristic. Like Kavita 
Krishnamurthy, his versa¬ 
tility and originality is un¬ 
questioned. 

Indranil Roy 
Choudhury, 

Calcutta 

■ The story was incisive. 
But while it is true that 
there can never be another 
Rafi, Kishore or Mukesh. 
there is no harm in giving 
newcomers a chance. They 
may come up with some¬ 
thing gcxxl like Kumar Sha- 
nu (Aashiqui), Udit 
Narayan (QSQT, DM) and 
so on. 

It is ri^tly pointed out 
that Anuradlia’s monopoly 
is just like Lata-Asha s ear¬ 
lier. But even with her su¬ 
perhits, she is still miles 
behind the Mangeshkar 
Sisters. 

Somen Bose, 

Calcutta 

■ Don’t Shabbir Kumar. 
Anwar and Nitin Mukesh 
belong to the new genera- 
don? They, too, are quite 
popular and deserved a 
brief mention. 

Parvez Hussain, 

Calcutta 

a Despite the populanty of 
the new generation sin¬ 
gers, not one of them is a 
complete singer. 

In fact, the quality of 
music has degenerated; 
Oye, oye and Junima 
chooma de de are fine ex¬ 
amples of that. 
Partliapratim Das, 
Madhyamgram 

■ ITie new singers were 
termed ‘clones’. 1 say, so 
what? They meet the re¬ 
quirements of the new gen- 
eratton listeners. 

Amlt Mohapatra, 
Rourkela 
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Is Kjyalty, too, 
going the politician's way? 

With most of them having 
swlched sides ui the earlier 
ye ,11 s and with titeii continuing 
to do so, they have ushered in 
the era of the Ava Kajas, Gaya 
Kaias. 



Award for best acloi m 
Agneepalh, Amitabh Bachcluin 
has proveti tliat even 
megastars can be 
megaartistes. 



The sea snakes 
are far deadlu-r than their land 
counterparts. A first hand 
report. 
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TALKING SHOP 

A GOOD HOLY 


F or kikjmetres, the road is doj{K<'d 
with lorries. ITie thick black srnokc 
of the exhaust fumes is guaranteed 
to lay a deposit of smoke on the faces of 
passengers in unlucky cars behind. In 
sutnitier, the road crawls with tar. while 
bodies crawl with sweat. 

This IS not quite the way Kani ffashmorii 
expected anyone to go to iJakshineswar. 
When she built it, it was a matter of 
steppuig out of a large house in north 
Calcutta, if you were one of those people 
who iielonged to a large house, adjusting 
your f'uja silks and stepping down a flight 
of steps uito youi mayurpankhi. After that. 
It was a matter Of the wind and the tide. 

It is still possible to go to Dakshineswar 
that way. Not in a mayurpanktu, but in a 
ferry boat, jostling bicycles and people like 
a overloaded watery minibus. However, 
few people have the inclination. The car 
seems to be quicker. 

'fhe road winds down laiwer Circular 
Road and over Sealdah. Winds because of 
the traffic, which flows intermittently and 
snarls wherever possible. North Calcutta 
IS a place few people see regularly, unless 
they hapiien to live or work there. For 
many people, Bomliay is closer, more fre¬ 
quently visited. The crumbling bncks ol 
Calcutta 3(X) inch past. Raja Somebody Or 
"Hie Other's Road "Is this anywhere near 
Amherst Street? I think Rammohun had a 
house here." 

It is even possible to Ih> vague about the 
whereabouts of the Marble Palace, that 
cool, pillared place that reeks of hot buds' 
feathers from the aviary. “What is a bvmy 
and what is the difference between a be- 
ncy and a moiraV For most people. Cal¬ 
cutta .’MX) is a debit note in some imaginary 
account book. 

Tlie five-point crossing at Shyambazar 
has Netaji's horse surrounded by flags and 
banners. Election time makes if the Ix'St 
place to stage a megaphone and blast all 
Shyambazar witli messages. A little way 
beyond, the Horoline tower sticks blue out 
of the pollution with its all-weather mes¬ 
sages. 

It takes over an hour to get there in the 
slow roll of the road. The reaching almost 
has a sense of achievement, an expedition 
feeling about it. People talk about relatives 
who retired to houses beyond Shyambazar 
and were thereafter rarely seen again. 
The mix of buildings is an odd combination 
of the old and the new. interrupted by the 
bougainvillaea draped walls of the Indian 
Statistical Institute some way away. 

It’s alhiost one and the afternoon has 


not stopped the flow of liie traffic though 
the roads have widened a trifle and a slight 
village flavour has crept into the surround¬ 
ings. Temple domes and terracotta red 
wails are clearly visible. 

The worry is that, even if Calcutta is 
wide awake, Belur and Dakshineswar will 
be fast asleep. There is an old zamindan 
lalsaghar near Belur which they say is 
worth seeing. 

Crossing the nver, you can see the 
domes of Dakshineswar and, further 
down, another set which could be 
Adyapith. On both sides of the bridge, 
landing steps lead down to the water. 


It was an assortment of 
experiences when she 
went to visit 
Dakshineswar. 

_ Anjana Basu _ 

on her recent trip 
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DAY 

People are either bathing or laying out 
their nets. 

En route, under a gulmohur tree begin¬ 
ning to flame, is a mini village. Students 
from the Government Art College occa¬ 
sionally make forays here to sit under the 
tree and sketch village studies. Snarled 
behind the inevitable convoy, you can 
almost make your own sketches. There 
are times when it seems, barring the heat, 
that walking would be faster. 

The pleasure house is stuck well away 
fiom the main road at the end of a winding 
track which seems to come straight out of 
a strip of Kay celluloid. It follows a girl’s 
long braid afid the red flutter of her saree 
as she carries a pile of bcxrks under her 
ann. It follows the balancing ad of a bicyc¬ 
list. 





The wind stops at a green enamelled 
gate. After sortie rattling, a shaven-headed 
ptekeeper materialises, rubbing his eyes. 
'Phis is a rajban. No one is allowed in 
witliout a permit, specially at sleep time. 
The owners are away in Calcutta. Only the 
gardens are free to wander in. 

The rajban is a two-storeyed one. stuc¬ 
coed white, with blue enamelled pillars 
decorating the verandahs that run around 
the house. Charpoys are visible in front of 
the main dtwr. At 1.30 in the afternoon, 
with the sun beating down, the official 
caretaker is stretched out on one under a 
checked-grey blanket, while a fan whirrs 
above him. The gatekeejrer prods him into 
alertness with a request that he open the 
doors of a few rooms 

The resiilt is instant fury, an impas¬ 
sioned tirade m Hindi. This is a rajbari, a 
real rajbari. but the gold and silver have 
gone. Yes, there was a ‘shooting’ here 
once, but the film was shot a long time 
ago. 'There is nothing to see and without a 
letter of introduction from the owners no 
one is going to open any doors before 

4.30. That is the law of West Bengal and it 
cannot be broken even for Jyoti Basu. 
Especially when law-abiding caretakers 
are trying to snatch a well-deserved rest. 
The gardens are open—they are free to 
wander in—with which he flounces back 
into his blankets. 

I.mig, green shutters protect all the 
verandah doors. A peek between the shut¬ 
ter and a judicious pull at the door reveals 
a ghostly lalsa/iliar shrouded in sheets with 
huge tilted muTors glimmering through the 
gloom. Along the river fremt, the gardens 
arc fringed liy marble pavilions, with an 
(KTasional sleeping bcxly. The sun beats 
down hot and hard on the grass. The 
temptation to flop into sleep in the cool 
shadow of a pillar is irresistible. 

On the road to the mandir, the shops 
with their assortment of China figurines, 
bangles and copper brie a brae, are quiet. 
The shopkeepers sit back in the shade 
without even an attempt at a sale. For a 
bare fool the track to the mandir gate is a 
sole scorching experience. And, at the end 
of the hop, the place is discovered shut till 

4.30, gods and goddeses sleeping peace¬ 
fully with the rest of Dakshineswar... Rani 
Rashmoni’s Dakshineswar, Ramakrishna’s 
Dakshineswar, right now hammered by 
the sun and lit by the startling shapes of 
two primrose lungied priests with magenta 
pugris... 

The afternoon and the efforts end back 
in the clog of traffic to Calcutta—this time 
with a salutory through Salt Lake, 
which has the merit of making the drive a 
lot &ster. Oddly enou^, the return is like 
coming back from a ‘tenge’, even though 
nothing has been done and nothir^ accom¬ 
plished beyond a glimpse of a vanished dty 
and a vanished time... ■ 


• Study materials: I wish 
to exchange Brilliant tutorials’ 
IAS coaching papers for ’IK) in 
good condition for anything of 
corresixinding value. Contact 
Dr Sapjeev Jtia, lf)3''5 A.P.C. 
Road, Calcutta-7(M) 006. 

• Refrigerator: 1 offer a 
165 hire refrigeratoi in good 
condition for a typewriter in 
workable condition. Write to 
K. Dutta, 16-lC Jamir l.ane. 
Calcutta-700 019. 

• Tape-recorder: 1 offer a 
National Panasonic tape- 
recorder for anything of cor¬ 
responding value. Contact 
Mcera Dutta, 18/33 Dovei 
Lane, Calcutta-700 029. 

• Camera, LPs, books: I 
wish to exchange a Himax 
camera in inJniaculate condi¬ 
tion. a 78rpni record featuring 
reci'ations by Tagore himself, 
Mira bhajans by Lata (LP), few 
imported film magazines and 
books for things of corres¬ 
ponding value. Write to Niru- 
pain Chatterjee, development 
dept. Stewarts & Lloyds, 41 
Chowringhee Road. Calculta- 
700 071. 

• Magazines: 1 offer 12 
issues of the Readers’ Digest 
(’87-88) in exchange of cncket 
literature in En^sh, prefer¬ 
ably Wisden publications. Con¬ 
tact Sujoy Ghosh, 30/1/H Old 
Ballygunge First Lane, Cal¬ 
cutta-700 019. 

• Record-player: I offer a 
stereo record-player and some 
LPs for anytiiing of corres¬ 
ponding value. Contact Pankaj 
Bhatia, 9/3 Hungerford Street, 
Calcutta-700 017. 

• Guitar, stamps and 
coins: 1 would like to ex¬ 
change a Spanish guitar (Gib- 
lone), about 25 foreign coins 
and about 41X) stamps for a 
Sony Walkman or anything 
else of corresponding value. 
Write to Manoj Kumar, N-84/5 
Telco Colony, Jamshedpur, 
Bihar. 

• Stamps: I offer 350 forei^ 
stamps for an air pistol with 
spring bolt action or 1,000 
foreign and Indian stamps for 
an air pistol with compressed 
gas firing mechanism and 50 
foreign coins for any of the 
above or anything else of cor¬ 
responding value. Write to 
Siddhartha Chowdhury, 55 TS 
Flats, Road number 8. BH 
area, Kadma, Jamshedpur- 
831 005. 



The unit relaxes between takes 


Suneeta, her husband and child 




Text and photographs; 
Anin Ganguly 


O bscured by the cloud of 
controversy raised by 
the shooting of t'iiy o/ 
Ji.'W documentary filmmaker 
Anthonv Maver has quietly 
finished the sliootmg of his 
latest «'ork on Calcutta. Cop¬ 
roduced by the Talas and the 
KHC, the lilm tentatively ti¬ 
tled, The iinrets ol Cakvm, 
IS intended to be a tribute to 
the .‘-pint of Calcutta on the 
occasion ol the tercentenary 
of the city. 

In the film, the camera fol¬ 
lows a set of SIX characters 
fioni different segments of 
society, through a period of Z4 
hours and tries to find out what 
makes a Calcuttan tick, how he 
takes care of his personal life 
in spite of many odds and man¬ 
ages to survive, and most im¬ 
portant, how he manages to do 
that with a smile. 


Bob Wright and Rabi Ghose at the Tollygunge Club 




Anthony Mayer with his unit 

Bapi, a boy from Kalighat, 
Suneeta, a young married 
woman who runs a tea stall, 
Baleshwar, an attendant at one 
of the burning ghats, Amal- 
jyoti Chowdhuri, a sitarist, film 
actor Kabi Ghose and well 
known Calcuttan Bob Wright 
of the Tollygunge Club, are 
the sbt people featured in this 
film. The music is by Richard 
Blackford and forms an impor¬ 
tant part of the production. 

Tony Mayer started making 
documentaries in the late Six¬ 
ties while he was in Calcutta. 
His first film, The House That 
Died, was based on a story by 
Anees Jung and was shot at 
Gobardanga near • Calcutta. 
This was followed by The Lol¬ 
lipop Tree, a film on Dr Gra¬ 
ham's Homes in Kalimpong, 


produced with the purpose of 
raising funds. In the early 
Seventies, after the Bang¬ 
ladesh war, Tony made The 
Children of Fire, which re¬ 
corded how, led by a 19-vear- 
old youth named Mohsin All, 
the people of a ravaged village 
in Pabna district were trying 
(and .succeeding) in resurrect¬ 
ing their shattered economy. 
Then came a massive 13- 
episode documentary, The 
Crossroads of Civilisation, 
commissioned by no less a 
person than the late Shah of 
Iran himself and also mvolving 
internationally known TV host 
David Frost. The next one 
was another huge production, 
'Ihe Commanding Seas, pro¬ 
duced by the BBC, refolding 
the sea around us in all its 


manifestations, both .is a 
worideroub storehouse of na¬ 
ture and man's exploitation of 
It through tiade, commerce 
and war. 

The story on Calcutta was 
the braimhild of Tapen B.U'er- 
jee, well known to the film lov¬ 
ers of the city for his associa¬ 
tion with the film soiieiy 
movement and a long lime 
associate of Tony’s. Tapen not 
only visualised the story but 
also did the entire re.search 
work, assisted by Toby 
(Tony’s son) and by a host of 
scholars. He also acted as the 
associate produier to the BBC 
during the actual filming. Anrar 
Jeet, the ace cameraman from 
Delhi, has captured the im¬ 
ages. ■ 















WELLAND 
ISDLT SHAKEN 


I t was January l%d An un 
prettdentfd lold wintei of 
Dtihi My husband and I 
were very exiited for at long 
last we had brwked our tickets 
for the late night show of tht 
Alfred HiUhiock thiilkr 
Psh/w 

t wis feeling like a bird let 
out of a lage After the diliv 
ery of m\ third baby it was my 
first and favourite outing With 
suppressed excitement I hus 
tie Cl and bustled to put the two 
older children to bed uid left 
the infant m the loving hands of 
the old d}dh We bade a sedate 
Ocxid night to the efuldten s 
aged grandinothei tucked 
away in het own warm room at 
the back of the house With 
her dos and don’ts’and‘come 
back soon nervous lemmdcrs 
we dashed out of our cosy 
home m Jor Baidi into tht lone 
ly fieeaing night 
Wrapped up m comfortable 
companionship in out cat we 
stieaked through to the othei 
end of the citv to reach the 
ctnenu hall just in tune foi the 
movie It was the films fitst 
week As we raced past the 
film s lioardings and billboards 
on the dimly lit lamp posts the 
words on them strut k a chilbng 
chord Deep within me in the 
eene cold night - Dont re 
>eal the end to vour ft tends , 
Hitchcocks git ate St thnllet 
of his life Ihekingofmys 
tery has done it again A 
never to be lot gotten ciimt 
thriller and He baffles him 
seif in /’sveho {\\iho' 
PMiho' Hsvtfii' 

Feeling piivileged to bt 
among the first ftw to see the 
bim in Its first week wt liui 
nedly shd into oui seats I loni 
tht word go tne film begin 
uni oiling from one inttnse mo 
ment to anotliti then camt 
the Riippmg sitnt wheit t le 
iiovit s fust murdtr is tom 
mitted The psycho Neuman 
Batts iXnthonv Pei kins) has 
torneicd his unaw iit victim 
(Jnet Leigh) batlung nude m 
the bathtub We tensely 
watched tht knife tdge slowly 
towards tht 'ictims back fat 
mg us Just as the krae slices 
through the shower curtain 
and swiftly pierces hei flesh 
an ear splitting scream rents 
the kir 

Jul then the whole of the 



upper balcony whtit wt wiie 
sitting swung s(vt rely first to 
the nght the n to the left tnd 
then again to the nght A stun 
ned pausi followed broken by 
die loud thudding of our heart 
beats r vtrybody in tht hall 
got up like robots from their 
stats md m a hypnotised man 



Hitchcock's Psycho 
could really leW 
you quaking 

ner uttered i low gutftral 
sound b irthqudkt Howev 
er ev 11 vone t e c ov< 11 d simul 
tant ouslv I hen laughing 
sheepishly m unison wt all sat 
down 

As the movie proceeded 
oui utional nature began to 

Psycho: The all*tinie scare 


have a tussle with the irration 
al one Was it it ally in earth 
quake How tan an earthquake 
tune Itself so ptrfttUy to the 
hist stab of the knife m the 
first vi( tim s batk 
Ilittheoek IS i nnsttr thnl 
It r It w as a psy c hic t ffet t trt 
ated by him I his must be the 
secret he had iskfd us not to 
ityeal to others Be t the (looi 
ol the baltony had attuallv 
swung 1 sweir I siw it with 
m\ own eves whimpered the 
igitattd mind fiertely 
I he whispers became st igt 
whispers ind slowly people 
began creeping out in ones md 
twos Soon the h ill took on the 
look of a hapharardh t ilt n 
bhultd (tom on the cob) 

By the time the film ended 
and the lights came m wt 
were among the handful of 
stubboin vitwtis who it 
m lined till the end to ge t their 
money s worth 


Still dazed bv the last but 
not the least horrifying scene 
wheie the duet tor swiftly 
turns ihe stuffed skelt'on of 
the psycho s long dead mother 
towards the audience with the 
gaping holes in its skull staling 
blankly into the fear stricken 
eyes of the vicwtis we 
criwled back into the sife 
haven of our tai Slow'y we 
came batk to reahty 

Did I say reality ‘'ift 
haven We could not have 
driven tor moit thin I'j iiii 
notes iiiri the tar was swtiv 
mg gcntlv to take i curve or 
the road when the rond 
shifted severely first to the 
left then right and then to the 
fit agiin Both of us felt wt 
were driving down a hiirpm 
bend fiotii 'shimla to K ilka and 
not fiom Conmught PUti to 
Jor Bagli 

Jhis time we weie sure it 
was no Hitehcock trick Wt 
ilso bee line await of the 
harsh realitv w iiting to> ua at 
home 

\s wt expected there vv la 
bedlini tveiywlitit Ihe 
usuallv quiet 'itieet ol oui eol 
onv w IS ill noise and light 
Pinit stiieken wt dishecl into 
our hou c tc tinci lights on 
cveivwhtif blit nnbotlv m the 
htdiocmis 1 e lime the wot si 
we laii to the hick coin tv iid 
to find c imp cols King outside 
under the e old d irk ^kv I he 
ehildieii weit on one cc I ind 
tne II gi indmothei on tfie 
olhti sluveimg beiieith the 
quilts Seeing us she let ill hell 
loose Lonsolmg her on one 
hand etadlmg our olrspnng on 
the other and pacliving the 
hy slerieal n ah we thanked *^he 
Almighty for havmg saved us 
and OUI dea' ones from a 
worse fate ll m lUst a thill and 
a niild ps chological shock 
which a spoonful ol btandv and 
lots of loeing hugs dissolved in 
no time 

IhU teirhi’Pignt left a deep j 
impaet on m\ psvche I he fear ‘ 
psychosis of an Anihcmv Per 
kms cnnie thtillei and an e ir 
thquake \ hi..*' Hinheock and 
God svnehronised so beautiful 
1\ tool root tnmlv m me fertile 
imagination 1 never saw 
another Anthom Pei kms or 
Alfred Hitehcock liln aftei 
Psuho 

Shukla Lai 
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Daughter-in law of Rabin¬ 
dranath Tagore, Pratima Ta¬ 
gore was bom to Seshendra 
Bhusan Chatteijee and 
Binoyini Devi on November 5, 
1833 in Calcutta. Her mother 
was Abanindranath Tagore's 
sister. Pratima Devi, who was 
widowed at an early age. was 
re-married to Rathindmath 
Tagore, eldest son of Rabin¬ 
dranath. Along with her hus¬ 
band and hither-in-law, she 
was associated with various 
activities of Visva Bharati. She 
played a prominent part in in¬ 
troducing different forms of 


handicrafts at Santiniketan and 
her contributions to Tagore 
dance-dramas are worth men¬ 
tioning. 

Pratima Devi authored 
several books of which Nirban 
is based on the last years of 
Tagore, Smritichitra is about 
Rabindranath and Abanindra¬ 
nath, and Nritya, on dance 
forms that were prevalent at 
Santiniketan during her time. 
CNtralekha, her book of 
poems and articles, is also 
quite popular. She was also an 
artist of repute. 

After the death of Tagore, 


Pratima Devi shouldered the 
responsibility of carrying out 
the Poet’s incomplete tasks at 
Visva Bharati. She was issue- 
less and adopted Nandini, a 
Gujarati by birth, as her 
daughter. Nandini figures is 
some of Tagore’s later works. 
Pratima Devi died on January 
9, 1969. 

I’he sketch above shows 
her father's north Calcutta re¬ 
sidence at 34/1 Beadon Street 
which is now occupieij by Shu- 
vo Mukherjee, son of Atanin- 
dranath Tagore’s eldest 
dauditer Uma Devi. 





























INNER EYE □ Bejon Daruwalta 


/Ml Va'Cl-21 April 20 

“ * I Finance and romance 

-' make a team now 

and that is simply great' A wish 
fulfilment is possible This month 
IS for negotiations socialising 
trading, commission. broKerage 
and investments There will be a 
singing bird in your heart and 
tinkling bells in your eyes A shm 
or a major move is within the 
realms ol possibility 

"7|^ AURUS 

I Ap'pl 21 - Ma> 20 

* The moons quarter 

-will make you work 

hard, enjoy like a king and 
around May 8-tO expect good 
results. Time to press the advan¬ 
tage nome You will find time for 
romance dospile heavy work 
pressures Finance will be the 
dominant factor now You will 
have enough money Work and 
group activity may necessitate 
travel 

EMINI 

■ «| Mdv 2' June 20 

* " I Those in research. 

_I science technology. 

publishing and the arts do won- 
derful'v well but expenses will 
take their toll Romance will bo 
sizzling hot during the first three 
days Finance involves a job- 
hop. collaoorations import- 
export and research in marketing 
or sales Your health could 
cause a problem oi two. so take 
proper care 

r^'i) ancer 

! ■ I June 21—Julv 20 

j " i Money, loans, joint li- 

I-1 nances ana yout 

charms which can even tame t- 
gers and crocodiles characterise 
the week In romance, you will 
have some fun in the latter half 
of the week The scope to aug¬ 
ment your finances should make 
you happy and secure Plenty or 
contacts and communications 
are foretold 


H j Juiy - -AuQuSt 

PuDlicity. ceremony 

-collaborations are the 

mam trends of the week Around 
May 10 matters come to a head 
Romance will be bitter-sweet 
and rather costly Despite com¬ 
petition. contracts and important 
documents will be sig'ied Health 
safeguards are absolutely 
essential Commuting ana over¬ 
seas trips are foretold Neigh¬ 
bours pitch in and community 
and social welfare service will 
entice you 






iRGo 

j I Auq.jbl 22 Sf|)l 22 

I " j Slight health hassles 
l. I and differences wiih 
colleagues ana subordinates aie 
possible On the pleasant side 
there will be socialisinq new 
ventures and partnerships at all 
levels Romance will certainlv be 
your birthright thanks to Venus 
In finance, your career graph 


BIRTHDAYS 


Mays 

No strong aspect' It will be best 
to be organised and manage 
your affairs m a systematic man¬ 
ner Opportunities for advance¬ 
ment are certain September on¬ 
wards you wilt fare even bettei in 
terms ol travel, trade job and 
profession This is the time to 
make important decisions 

May 6 

Moon conjunction Saturn This 
conjunction means that you 
need to work extra hard, put you 
shoulder to the wheel and pay 
attention to details A separation 
IS jjossible You will have to steel 
yourself to circumstances anc 
develop fortituoe Given that no¬ 
thing IS impossible 

May 7 

Moon s last quarter journey ex¬ 
penses. secret affairs ana an 
eagerness to make the best of 
life and luck will characterise 
1991-92. In August, you must 
learn to safeguard your health 
Home influences and^dgmesfic 
directions are particulaViy strong 
in this birthyear. It would be best 
to be prepared tor everything 

May 8 

Moon trine Venus This trine sig- 









takes an upward slant Expect 
money to pour in 

IBRA 

-j bppi 23-fv ' 22 

Romanre will bo 

i-1 fused with finance 

and socialising, with a round of 
hard work and it could well be 
time for a major move oi shift in 
romance letters and calls are 


nifies good luck in love, games 
of chance, beautifying the home 
and buying or selling of goods 
and materials Those in irnport- 
export, garments chemicals, 
trading and cosmetics do re¬ 
markably well. Time to shoot. 

May 9 

Moon trine Pluto Luck rides with 
you Friends, romance anti 
money are the promising 
aspects of life. But that does not 
mean that you can be idle You 
too must help your destiny by 
making tremendous efforts to 
achieve what you want Always 
be charitable to the poor 

May 10 

Sun opposition Pluto This 
opposition should spur you to be 
tenacious and relentless in the 
pursuit of happiness Home and 
property come under the influ¬ 
ence of fate Your mate or part¬ 
ner may however prove rather 
trouoiesome But that is all in the 
game of life Do not lose heart 

May 11 

Moon square Nepfune-Uranus. 
You may begin badly, but given 
grit and imagination there is not 
reason why you should not end 
up doing pretty well If on a jour¬ 
ney or a major venture, verify 
and double-check everything, 
right from the vehicle to the 
plans you will eventually present 


obviously a part of gallivanting' 
Finance includes loans, invest¬ 
ments, joint-finances, business 
in bulk, chemicals and sale of 
consumer items, pnnting and 
publishing 

CORPIO 

Oci 23 Nov 2? 

This week the home 

-from will need a little 

care and tact Work will oe done 
on and after May 3 May 8, 9, 13 
and 14 will be eventful In ro¬ 
mance, lady love smiles upon 
you but there could be a lev/ 
entanglements which have to be 
sorted out first Finance prom¬ 
ises sales, purchase, construc¬ 
tion and housing, also gas and 
gadoptry 

S " j AGITTARIUS 

Nnv 23 Doc; 20 

The mam trends ol 
- the week arc a trip 

lies, signing of deeds docu 
ments and a possible promotion 
or a job-switch Take care of the 
health of pets and subordinates 
There may be a danger of thefts 
or misplacing of valuables In ro¬ 
mance, you will have your hands 
full The employed and the pro 
fessionals sfiould find a sizeaole 
change in their fortune 

APRICORN 


l€ 

1_U 


Dec 2 '' - Jan 1° 

Music, mon 


Music, money and 
'-artistic activity chil¬ 

dren and hobbies education and 
speculation, amusements and 
perKS should excite you In ro¬ 
mance there will be a while 
heat, but competition is prob¬ 
able. Desdite expenses and high 
cost ol living you will succeed in 
living comfortably, even lux¬ 
urious!',' 

~j[n QUARIUS 

/M Jxn2C> l-eblS 

Personal and domes- 

- tic factors come to the 

fore this week Shortly the work 
front, too. wi'i be fully activated 
making it too difficult to nold the 
scales” even So budget your 
time. Romance is nol ruled out. 
better iron out your personal 
wrinkles and posers 

P ' ISCES 

keb 1st March 20 

j Tr'ps romance 

L-creativity kios and 

hobbies give immense delight 
this week Romance is an impor 
lant feature of the month Bright 
prospects of making money or 
launching a new line of activity 
are foreseen You will have the 
strength and the stamina for ev¬ 
erything 










THE CHANGING 


FACE OF 
ROYALTY 


A ya Ram Gaya Ram is the slogan 
that epitomises the turncoat Indian 
politician. A greedy, opportunistic 
wheeler-dealer, out to grab what he can 
while the going is good. And when it is 
over, make for greener pastures. 

Hardly the image one associates \vith 
Indian royalty, though. The blue-bldoded 
gentry living in stately mansions built by 
their forefathers. Leading a gracious life 
with the comforts of imported cars, holi¬ 
days in the Alps or Cote D’Azur. Hardly 
ever in need of supplements to their royal 
income. Even if they were in politics, it 
was only for their yearning to remain in 
the limelight. 


But is the image slowly changing? 

Is Indian royally going the way of the 
Indian politician? A spate of switches in the 
recent past have shown the nation that 
erstwhile princes and assorted blue- 
blooded descendants, who pledged loyalty 
to their political parties, are now playing 
by the same principle of loyalty on which 
their forefathers built entire kingdoms. 

Perhaps Srikantadatta Nara- 
simharaja Wadiyar, scion of the illust¬ 
rious Mysore royal family, is a prime ex¬ 
ample. Wadiyar’s father, the noble 
Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar, was known 
as an extremely benevolent king. He ruled 
Mysore with an iron hand, but left behind a 


Is roydty, too, going the 
way of tlie Indian" 
^litician? Witli an 
increasing number of the 
blue-blo^ed switching" 
sides to suit their 
convenience. It now 
seems yi era of Aya 
Gaya Raja 


legacy of goodwill for his son to reap, llie 
younger Wadiyar, who has been in politics 
since 1984 and was twice Congress(I) MP 
from Mysore, created a big stir a few 
weeks ago when he changed to BJP col¬ 
ours. 

Wadiyar’s decision came as a big shock 
to the Karnataka Ccngress(I) and the par¬ 
ty high command. Both had been sitting on 
Wadiyar’s resignation letter for more than 


Srikantadatta Narasimharaja Wadiyar: And now it’s the BJP 










a week, on the premise that 

Wadiyar would not take such a drastic 
decision. He was sure to be renominated 
for the .Mysore seat and it was an ex¬ 
tremely safe one for the Congress(I). so 
why would he quit? But the Raja called the 
Conjjressfl) bluff and walked out. 

In the Sbeties, the Swatantra Party used 
to be a haven for those of royal lineage. 
When the privy purses were alxdished and 
their luxurious lifestyles threatened, most 
found their way into the Congress and 
stayed there. Their political links made 
many of them more secure, what with the 
threat of state governments and the in¬ 
come tax department hungrily eyeing royal 
assets. But when political connections did 
not guarantee such security, royalty de- 
aded it could also jump the fence. 

Wadiyar came into the Congress(l) in 
1984 with a flurry of filmstars, celebrities 
and blue-bl(Hided gentry. Wadiyar who, 
until then, had been running palaces- 
tumed-hotels and breeding race horses, 
came into the thick of politics. He won the 
Mysore seat tor the Congress(l) twice 
with huge margins. The Congress(I) base 
and his royalty lag ensured that he won 
both times wnth a margin of over two 
lakhs. 

However, Wadiyar’s alienation within 
the Congress(I) started the very' day he 
won his 1984 I^k Sabha election. At the 
local level, there was considerable resent¬ 
ment that old faithfuls had been bypassed 
to make way for a comparative greenhorn. 
Wadiyar lived, and still does, in the My¬ 
sore Palace far from the madding crowd. 
"He has absolutely no touch with the com¬ 
moners,” was the constant complaint of 
the kxal Congressmen. 

But the well-read, influential Wadiyar 
did perform passably well in the Lok 
Sabha. He was always attentive to the 
state’s problems and, in a couple of cases, 
used his royal weight to bag projects for 
his constituency. At the same time, 
however, Wadiyar's Congress connections 
did not stand him in good stead. The fami¬ 
ly's huge property in the heart of Banga¬ 
lore was settled by the Karnataka high 
court after decades of dispute. But the 
Congress(l) state government would not 
mnt exemption under the Urban Land 
Ceibng Act to convert the real estate gold 
into buildings. 

The family property has had the IT men 
hounding the Wadiyar heirs and even 
Wadiyar's entry into the Congress(I) 
brought no respite. The state government 
even went to the extent of collectmg tax 
on the gate fee at the Mysore Palace. And 
then came the tlireat that the movable 
property of the wealthy family would be 
attached by the income tax department. 
Members of the family began to nurse the 
distinct feeling that Wadiyar not only 
gained nothing from joining the Congres- 


Dinesh Singh: Double Congress take 

s(I), he was even beginning to lose be¬ 
cause of it. 

Though Wadiyar has never gone on re¬ 
cord, his close friends confided that he was 
beginning to feel neglected in the Congres- 
s(l). “Look at the prominence someone 
like Madhavrao Scindia gets in that party. 
Wadiyar has never been given his royal 
due," one of them said. Even as local 
political intrigues increased and several 
important Congressmen in Mysore ganged 
up against him and began a campaign to 
deny him the party ticket, Wadiyar threw 
in the towel. P’or the record, he said he 
was quitting in disgust. “I am disillusioned 
with the Congress(I) and its leaders both 
at the state and national level. The party 
has got to the stage where 1 cannot explain 
my loyalty to my voters anymore,” 
Wadiyar said, substantiating his action. 
But what was Indeed a great temptation 
was the sudden prominence that the BJP 
was promising him. 

Wadiyar’s entry into the BJP was 
accomplished by another prominent blue- 
blooded politician, Vijayaraje Scindia. The 
BJP, determined to make full use of his 
background, is planning to use him to cam¬ 
paign extensively in the old Mysore areas 
where his father’s subjects live. And 
should the BJP come into power Wadiyar 
has been promised nothing less than a 
Cabinet berth. 

R oyal houses have been taking an in¬ 
terest in politics since Independence. 
But as an old timer says, "Their participa¬ 
tion in politics is not guided by national 
interest but is an outcome of their personal 
compulsions. That is why most of the royal 
politicians vacillate between one political 
party and the other.” 

The recent illustration is the case of 
Maharana of Mewar, Mahendra Singh. 
(The tiles of Raja, Maharaja and Maharana 
which were constitutionally recognised 
earfier were subsequently derecognised 
by amending the Constitution, but these 
ex-princts not only continued to use the 
btles but also insist on being addressed 
• thus.) When Mahendra Sing^i went to 


court against his father, this had annoyec 
the late Maharana so much that while ex- 
I ecuting his will Bhagwat Sinjdtji deprived 
* Mahendra Singh of all benefits from the 
princely property. The late Maharana 
went on record to say that Mahendra 
Singh’s "dishonest nature is bound to re¬ 
flect on the great traditions of the family 
and the name of the Maharana”. Calling his 
heir apparent a liar, the late Maharana 
observed in his will, "Maharaj Kumar 
Mahendra Singh still lives in a worid of 
unreality.” The Maharana formed several 
trusts of his property and made his youn¬ 
ger son, Arvind Singh, the managing trus¬ 
tee of all the trusts, endowing for all prac¬ 
tical purposes the entire property of the 
Mah^na to him. Mahendra Singh had 
hardly visualised such an extreme step 
from his father and as luck would have it 
Bhagwat Singhji died a premature death a 
little after signing the will. 

Mahendra Singh with the support of 
some of the feudal jagirdars and the Con¬ 
gress leaders of the Mewar regon orga¬ 
nised a Raj Tilak ceremony and became 
‘Maharana’ but without the kingdom or the 
property attached to it which was in the 
direct control of his younger brother 
Arvind Singh. In a bid to gain control of the 
property against the will of the late Mahar¬ 
ana, Mihendra Singh hobnobbed with the 
then Congress(I) rulers. He issued 
appeals to the voters of Mewar region in 
1984 parliamentary and subsequent 
Vidhan Sabha elections to vole for the 
Congress(I) candidates since, “the rela¬ 
tions which my grandfather had with Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal/f is a matter of history. 
Both used to respect each other. My 
father, Bhagwat Singhji, too. had cordial 
relations with Jawaharlal/V and his daugh¬ 
ter. Indira. In this way my family has 
always had very good relations with the 
Nehru family and I wish to continue the 
same." 

Congress(I) won hands down in the par¬ 
liamentary elections, so when the state 
went to the Assembly polls, Mahendra 
Singh added Rajiv Gandhi’s name in his 
appeal to the voters to vote for Congres- 
s(I) candidates since "the young fiime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has pledged to take 
the country forward through a clean admi¬ 
nistration. So I feel that the principles and 
(xilicies of Rajiv Gandhi should win." 

Congress(I) returned to power, but 
Mahendra Singh’s aspirations could not be 
fulfilled. The Congress rulers told Mahen¬ 
dra Singh that as the dispute over his 
family property had already gone to court 
there was hardly anything they could do to 
restore the property to him. In a further 
development the Congress(I) government 
in the state allowed Arvind Singh to tsdte 
possession of Sambhu Niwas Palace udiich 
nad been sealed by the district administra¬ 
tion when Mahendra Singh had forcibly 
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tried to evict his younger brother This 
was the end of his relations with the Con- 
gress(l). 

Seeing tlie wind blowing in favour of the 
non-Cotigress(I) parties, Mahendra Singh 
hopped across to the Opposition. He con¬ 
vinced the present Rajasthan chief minis¬ 
ter Bhaffon Singh Sekhawat that he had 
been innocent and that his younger 
brother was squandering away the proper¬ 
ty worth crores of rupees. The Ekimgii 
Trust affair was sub judice and the court 
had already appointed a committee to 
verify stocks of the trust, but there was no 
progress in preparing the inventory. 
Eklmgii had been the ruling deity of the 
Mewar kingdom and the M^aranas used 
to consider themselves as ‘Musahibs’ 
(ministers) of Eklingji. The deity has a vast 
following m the whole of Mewai. Sekha- 
wat organised a grand rally to take full 
benefit of this emotional subject in which a 
large number of Ekling)i devotees partici¬ 
pated. The rallyists, mcludmg Mahendra 
Singh and Sekhawat, staged a padyntra 
from Eklingji temple to 1 Idaipur town, de¬ 
manding early completion of stcK'k venfica- 
tinn. 

Mahendra Singh joined the BJP with 
much fanfare as he was convinced that the 
Congress(l) and Rajiv Gandhi had failed to 
fulfil the aspirations c'f the people and con¬ 
tested as BJP cand’datc from Chittorgarh 
constituency 'ITiough the Eklmgii temple 
does not fail in Chittorgarh constituency, 
he started his election campaign with the 
darshan of Eklingji and t aking an oath there 
before thousands of supporters that 
henceforth he would not change his partv. 
He had a landsbde victory 

Rut m less than a year he ended his 
courship with the BJP. The reason: "BJP 
is a party which bniigs religion into poli¬ 
tics.” 

The real cause, however, lay some¬ 
where else. As chef minister Sekhawat 
says, "Did he not know what type of a 
party BJP was while joinuig the party and 
contesting the I^ok Sabha on its ticket.’* In 
hot, Mahendra Smgh’s disenchantment 
with the BJP was because of the fact that 
he could not get the property of Eklingji." 

In fact, Mahendra Sin^ has been uicon- 
sistent in his behaviour from the begin¬ 
ning. Thougji he won the Lok Sabha seat 
from Chittorgarh as the BJP candidate, he 
laboured hard against BJP candidates in 
the Assembly el^ons that followed in at 
least three constituencies. U is another 
matter that none of the candidates he sup¬ 
ported could win. Last month, he jomed 
the Congress(I) again. 

B hawani Siugh af Jaipur, too, is 
embroiled in property disputes within 
^ famiW mchiding Kajmata Gayatn Devi. 
In 1984 Bhawani Singh was offered candid¬ 
ature for the Lok Sabha frmn Ja^ur by the 


Congress(I). As he was not veiy sure 
about Congressd) prospects, he vaallated 

but finally said no The Congressd) tame 
out vKtonous and so it was a tune of 
remorse lor the ex-Maharaja. So, during 
the Assembly elections in 1985, Bhawani 
Sin^ voluntanlv came forward with an 
offer to help the Congressd). But the 
party looted hun. In 1989, nowever, ht* 
got a Congressd) ticket, but met with a 
crushing defeat at the hands of an ordinary 
BJP worker His stepmother, Rajmata 
Gayatri Devi, optnlv supported the BJP 
candidate ay^nst him. Surprisingly, in the 
February 1990 Assembly elections, the 
Rajmata changed het stanu* and openly 
opposed the BJP candidate in the Sariganer 
constituency It yv'as ,'inothei mattei that 
the candidate .she supported lost hi*- ->01 ur 
ity deposit despite her yigorous campaign¬ 
ing Bhawani Suigh h,is now lefused to 
contest the pailiameniarv elettions even 
thoujdi he has again In'en oifered a Lon 
giess(I) taket liisideis know very well 
that Bhawani Singh has boon tiymg to woo 
the pie'-ent Rajasthan thief riunister, 
Bhairori Singh Sekhawat, for quite some 
tune. He has been ^een more than onte at 
the chief ministei’s official lesidence tlo- 
seted with Sekliawat. Will he join the BJP 
fold? 

The behaviour of flic Bharat pm fami¬ 
ly, too, has not been less curious The 
ex-Maharaja, Brijendra Singh, had con 
tested and won the Hhaiatpur Lok .Sabha 
seat as an Indepiendent His son. Vish- 
wendra Singn, has made history by 
changmg sides so often. He became the 
ZiUa Ifraniukh of Bharatpur in 1989 as a 
Congress(I) candidate though the party did 
not get a majority m Zilla Panshad. A 
couple of months later, ht resigned from 
the Congressd) and accepted a Janata Dal 
ticket for the Bharatpu' Lok Sabha seat, 

Gayatri Devi: Should I look this 
way now? 



Nat'war Singh, who was to contest from 
the same constituency on a Congressd) 
ticket for the second term fled to Mathura 
and Rajesh Pilot was pitted against him. 
Natwar Singh lost m Mathura and Pilot 
yvas grounded m Bharatpur. Pilot had been 
tlw mentor ctl Vishwendra Suigh and was 
lured uito the Congres.sd) fold by hun 
dunng the Zilla Panshad elections, little 
knowuig that his own disciple would lum 
into an be enemy Vishwendia Singh res¬ 
ided lus Lok Sabha seat in piotost agamst 
the MandaJ Commission fiolicy of the V.P. 
Suigh government Vishwendra luis since 
come back to the Congressd) lold 
.Mother memhei ol the loyal taiiuly ot 
Bharatpur, Krishendra Kaur alias 
Deepa, was eletied to the Kaiasthan 
Assembly as an Independent vandidate m a 
bvelectioii from Deeg m plate ol liei 
father, Raj.i Man Singh, who was killed by 
the poke iii cold bkxKl while he was tam- 
paigmng in 1985 Deepa had dedaied the 
Congressd) and Shiv Charaii Mathui (dm 
mg whose thief nunistership R.tia Man 
Smgh fell a victim to police bullets) hei 
enemy number one But toi getting all hiT 
\tiws she went against the Opposition and 
voted for a Corigres.s(I) candidate in the 
Kajya Sabha and that, ttxi dernonsli,itive- 
ly In the jiolitical upheaval in Nevember 
la.st, Deepa sided with the Jan.ita Dal 
breakaway group led by Digvijai Smgh, 
deserting Janata Dal. Deepa’s cousin, 
Arun Singh, too, has been changing 
sides from tune to time. 'I'hougti he had 
joined the Janata Dal in 1989, be went all 
the way from Bharatpm to Mathura to 
support Natwai Smgh 

T he Rajnriata ot Jodhpur, Krishna 
Kumari, had won the Jcxlhpur Ixik 
Sabha seat m 1971 as an Independt nl Hei 
son, Gaj Singh, has been elected to the 
Rajya Sabha as a BJP candidate. Knshna 
Kuman has been pursumg anti-Congtess 
policies, but now she has suddenly 
changed her stance for the sake of her 
daughter who has been a C(mgte-.sd) MP 
from Hunachal Pradesh. 'I'his tmie she 
wished to be elected from tlie Jodhpur 
constituency of Rajasthan and sought her 
mother’s blessmgs. When (laj .Smgh came 
to know of this, he opposed the move. 
This gave bulh to a nft in the Jodhpur 
royal house and Gaj Smgh went abroad in 
disgust. Ostensibly for participating m an 
eidiibition m London where a tent awarded 
to the Jodhpur family by the British is 
bemg displayed. 

The Maharaja of Kota, BriJraJ Singh, 
was a Congressd) MP from Jhalawai, but 
m the subsequent elections of ]9h7 and 
1971 he was elected.on a Jan Sangh ticket 
from the same constituency. 

Most curious is the case of the Thakur 
of Banera, a soon of the Mewar family. 
He created history by becoming the 
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V()un«( st Mtmfx r«! I’arlMment when he 
w IS (l(ct(iJ on I Jjn Siii>;h tuket in 1971 
Hut thit IS not tht onI\ record to his 
(ndit lit his (xen chanjjmg parties so 
often thit It IS difficult to say which party 
he belongs to at a given tune After wm 
rung the Lok Sabha seat from Hhifwara as 
a Jan Sangh candidate Hanera switched to 
the Congress(I) dunng h niergency When 
hmergency was lifted and the Janata Party 
came to wiwer he also swung from ton 
gress to Janata Party With the change of 
government he again changed to tongres 
s(I) in 1980 Maintaining the recoid 
Hamendra Suigh joined the Janata Dal and 
agam went to Parliament true to his 
tradition he voted for V P Smgh in Parlia 
iTH»nt when the lok Sabha discussed a 
confidence motion tabled by the then 
Prune Minister But once V P Singh lost 
he chang^‘d sides and vote d m favour of 
Chandra 'shtkhar As a result he was dis 
qualified from the Lok Sabha membership 
by Spe aker Habi Kay Reports have it that 
Banera is nowadays d&swrately trying to 
jump onto the CongressU) bandwagon hke 
his mentor Mahendra Smgh of Mewar 
1ht late Maharawai Laxman Singh 
of Dungarpur was the founder president of 
the Swatantra Party m Rajasthan He was 
elected MLA on a Swatantra Party ticket 
m 1%7 and 1972 and was Itadei of the 
Opposition In \977 he fought tht election 
on a Janata Party ticket and was elected 
Speaker of the \ idhan Sablu Despite re 
mammg on such high party and Vidhan 
Sabha posts Laxman Smjdi joined tht 
((ingress and was again elected MIA 
horn Chittorgaih As luck would hivt it it 
prened to be the list election of his lift 
suite he dad m June 1989 just tight 
months before the new \ idhan Sabha was 
formed 

1 he only thmg whs h c m lx said about 
the political behaviour of these roval 
politicians IS that they have ilways ^e n 
consistently mconsistent 

T he royals as a group still retun i 
certam amount of respect and support 
in the areas to which they belong which 
gives them the confidence to shift theu 
poktical affiliation attordmg to the require 
ments of the fluid political situation I he 
same core of loyal support also provides 
them entry and at tunes re tjptry mto poh 
tical parties 

1 he central UP prmcipality of Kalakank 
ar was among the earliest supporters of 
the Congress movement and was active m 
the Freedom Movement The Raja of 
Kalakankar Ram Pal Smgh attended the 
Calcutta session of the Congress m 1886 
but when die Congress party lost power at 
the Centre in 1977 the scion of die Kala 
kankar family Raja Dinesh Singh 
parted < omrany with the C ongress to jom 
the Janata Party 

ie 


me suave oapper umesn amgn ven 
tured mto politics, foregomg his job m the 
diplomatic service m 19')7 at the mstance 
of Pandit Nehru In 1967 1971 1984 and 
1989 he was elected to the Rajya Sabha 
from the Prat,mgarh constituency In the 
aftermath of Emergency Dmesh Smgh 
lost the election t^ithin a couple of 
months of the Janata Party j^vemment 
bemg formed the Raja had a change of faith 
and had jomed the Janata Party with a 
small group of followers Shortly thereaf 
ter the Raja was elected to the I^ya 
Sabha on the Janata nonunation 

When the Congress(I) came back to 
power m 198(1 Dmesh Smgh began mend 
mg his fences with the old party To his 
cr^t he never criticised Indua Gandhi 
personallv unlike many others who had 
left the Congress at that tune Even his 
tetter of resignation from the Congress 
was a brief protest agamst misuse of 
authonty his personal relations with the 
Gandhi family remamed cordial In mid 
1980 Sanjay Gandhi smsistence got hun 
the Congress nommation for the R^ya 
Sabha (the earlier term was a two year 
one) 

limesh Smgh s double switch from the 
Congress to the Janata Pmrty and back to 
the Congress was a relatively painless 
homecommg compared to Dr Karan 
Singh s travels on the same path around 
the same tune Lrom Sadar i Riyasat (Re 
gent) of Kashmir and the governor of the 
state Dr Karan Sm^ became Member of 
Parliament from’the Udhampur consti 
tuency m 1%7 and again m 1971 1977 and 

1980 Though he won the 1977 elections 
on a Congress ticket Dr Karan Smgh cast 
his lot wifri the Chavan group In 1979 he 
joined the Charan Sm(^ government as 
education minister and was reelected 
from Udhampur m 1980 

Dr Karan Smgh never did get back mto 
Mrs Gandhi s gocxl books and did not con 
test elections m 1984 His mam actinty 
then focused on his other mterests, m 

1981 he spearheaded the Virat Hmdu 
Sam^, a movement agamst undesuable 
customs which have weakened the Hmdu 
soaety It was after his son s grand wed 
dmg to Madhavrao Scmdia s ^ughter m 
19W which brought hun back mto the 
dost centre of Congress(I) circles A year 
later he was appomted ambassador to 
Washmrton by ^e Rajiv Gandhi govern 
ment ror tlie commg election the Con 
gress(I) liad wished to pit him agamst L K 
Advani from the New Delhi constituency 
where his unage as a scholar and an activ 
ist for the Hmdu society would have been 
an asset But Dr Karan Smgh declmed the 
offer 

N o story on royalties is complete with¬ 
out tfm Suncfias, one of the biggest 
[ffincely orders m the country whose mflu 


oice IS spreaa over several oistncts of 
Madinra radesh and parts of Raiasthan 
The Scmdia state which was one of the 
richest royalties only after Kashmir and 
Hyderabad always aspired tear political 
power The combmed Scmdia mi^t had 
been once so mfluential that it pulled down 
a state government The Samvid Vidyayak 
Dal (SvD) government headed by Pandit 
D P Mishra, was a victun ol the Gwahor 
family« anger Vijayaraje Scindia 
joined the Congress(I) soon after did 
death of Jiw<yirdo Scmdia the erstwhile 
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ruler of Gwalior. Mrs Scindia was granted 
the Congress(l) ticket from the Guna par¬ 
liamentary constituency in 1957. Madhav- 
rao Scindia was then a minor and therefore 
had no role whatsoever in politics. 

The Swatantra Party, mostly compris¬ 
ing ex-ruters, fell a natural choice for Vi- 
jay^e Scindia and she contested once 
again from the Guna seat. She polled 78.8 
per cent votes and beat her nearest Con- 

g ess(l) rival. D.K. Jadhav. Madhsvrao 
tindia, the only son of Vijayaraje, joined 
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and fought from 




Vijayaraje Scindia: Bowing to her own wishes 


the Guna seat vacated by his mother. Mrs 
Scindia, meanwhile, contested from the 
Bhind parliamentary seat. Madhavrao 
Scindia was returned elected with over 69 
per cent votes, it is interesting to see how 
the son had turned towards the Congres- 
s(I) whereas he had once been totally 
opposed to the party. Returned fresh from 
Oxford, he found his parents supporting 
the Congressd)—totally an unexpected 
proposition. But while Vijayaraje Scindia 
turned to the BJP the son switched to the 
Congressd). 

The mother was angry and was annoyed 
with Mrs Gandhi as she decided to with¬ 
draw the privy purse allowed to ex-rulers. 
She became an ardent cntic of the Con¬ 
gress and got so involved with the Jana 
San^ and its ideology that subsequently 
she rose to become the vice-president of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the newer in¬ 
carnation of the Sangh. Mrs Scindia, who 
is hi^y religious, got involved with the 
Ramjanmabhumi-Babri Masjid con¬ 
troversy. The son on the other hand rose 
to become a minister in Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Cabinet. He was the minister for railways 
and eqjoyed the reputation of being the 
only minister whose portfolio was not 
changed throughout the tenure of R^iv 
Gandhi. 

The Scindia princely family spreads 
from the north to the western edge d 
Madhya Pradesh, involving over a dozen 
parlia^ntary constituencies. But its influ¬ 
ence is more or less concentrated to Gwa¬ 
lior, Guna and Bhind. 

Why did Madhavrao Scindia get 
attracted to the CtmgressO)? His dispute 
with his mother which origmated over the 
sharing of assets is well-known. Was it one 
of the reasms for him {o automatically go 
to another party or did he actually believe 
in the idei^gy of the CimgressCD? Un¬ 
doubtedly he rose to become one of the 
close confidants of Rajiv Gandhi, and made 


a name as a high-profile minister with his 
heart in technology and efficiency. 

Madhavrao Scindia has now successfully 
roped in Lokendra Sii^h. descendent of 
the former Panna state into his party. The 
Panna state originally fell under Rewa prin¬ 
cipality, but Scindia has been trying to woo 
him for quite some time. Lokendra Singh 
won the 1989 election against (he Con- 
^ess(I) candidate, Dal Chandra Jain, ex- 
MP and a bidi magnate. Lokendra Singh 
was feeling frustrated within the BJP as 
the party was not prepared to listen to his 
grievances. Although Lokendra Singh's 
supporters claim that he was unhappy with 
the policies of the Congress(I), the 
reasons lay elsewhere. Sing^ was unhappy 
over the appointment of two ministers, a 
backward and a Jain in the Patwa govern¬ 
ment. Kusum Mehdale, a Lodhi by caste, 
and Jayant Mallya, a Jain, were appointed 
ministers in the Sunderlal Patwa govern¬ 
ment 

U^endra Singh wanted these ministers 
replaced by his supporters. This did not 
happen. When another disenchanted BJP 
MP, Shankar Khatiq, went on a hunger 
strike, protesting against the chief minis¬ 
ter in Sagar, Lokenifra Singh almost joined 
him. He was dissuaded by senior BJP 
leaders. While Khatiq has been denied a 
ticket by his party, Lokendra Singh left the 
party with the hope that he would be able 
to secure a Con^ess(l) ticket. This also 
did not materialise. Dal Chandra J^ said 
to be close to Sitaram Kesari, the Central 
(^server in charge of Madhya Pradesh, 
mtuiaged the ticket. 

So, this is how the Aya Ram Gaya Ram 
philosophy in Indian politics is filtering 
throi^ to royalty, foo, and introducing a 
new plulosophy—that of the Aya Raja 
Gaya Kqa. 

Milan Cbaad Dandia, Saritha Rai, 
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Y es, said the expedition leader, the 
blue-banded sea snakes that we 
were about to go swimming with are 
indeed some of the world's deadliest. 

But they have very small mouths, he 
laughed, so they usually bite people only 
on the skin between their fingers or on 
their ear lobes. If they did get a grip on 
one of those tender areas, he noted, we 
could have just 10 minutes to review our 
lives. 

No antidote was available. 

The venom of all sea snakes is more 
poisonous than that of any land snake, 
scientists say. One drop can kill three 
men. Death comes .slowly by asphyxiation, 


as the skeletal muscles are paralysed. 
Well, I’ve always believed that one should 
die doing what one enjoys. 

Travelling on an expedition ship among 
the islands of eastern Indonesia qualified. I 
was one of four snotkelers who resolved 
to rub shoulders, so to speak, with the sea 
snakes in the 30-foot-deep waters adjacent 
to the island. 

“The snakes are here,” said a staff 
member as we boarded the zodiac inflat¬ 
able boat. 'Tve been watching them come 
to the surface. ” Heart pounding. I jumped 
in and began twrhng, taking in a .360- 
degree view about once every second. A 
coral garden shimmered 20 to 30 feet 


below in clear water with 60-foot visibility. 

Sea snakes, the largest three to four 
feet long, their blue bands vivid against 
their dark-gray skin in the early-morning 
lii^t, undulated gracefully among the red, 
orange and purple coral. They poked their 
heads into cracks and crevasses looking 
for theii meals: tiny fish and eels. Some 
oscillated slowly to the surface, took a 
breath or two, swung into reverse for a 
few ripples, lowered their heads, and 
propelled by their flat tails, swam.among 
shafts or sunlight toward the coral. 

In any direction seven or eight swam 
leisurely into view. Their slow rhythms 
quietened my heart. I took a deep breath 













and plunged toward them. I watched in 
horror as a sea snake approached a scuba 
diver dallying motionless at coral formation 
30 feet below. His brightly flowered swim 
trunks, which looked like coral, obviously 
attracted the snake as it swam up his leg. 

Before I could scream an ineffectual 
warning the scuba diver unknowingly 
H’happed the snake in the head with his 
flip^r. He's going to die, I thought. 

The snake shook its head and undulated 
away. I watched another snorkeler attract 
the attention of a snake, which slowly 
approached until the diver blocked its adv¬ 
ance with his swim fin. The snake flicked 
the fin with its tongue and turned away. 
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About 50 species of sea snakes exist, all 
in the Pacific Ocean. They have been seen 
at depths of 100 to 150 feet and can hold 
their breath for hours when they're inac¬ 
tive. The snakes at Gunungapi surfaced 
every few minutes. Since the creatures 
they eat are found everywhere, the 
snakes' limited distribution is a mystery, 
says marine biologist John McCosker, 
director of San Francisco's Steinhart 
Aquarium. Not until I’d left the water did 1 
learn some relieving facts about sea 
snakes. TTiey’ve bitten very few people, it 
turns out. Those who have been bitten, 
mostly island fishermen, either stepp«l on 
or mabbed a snake accidentally. 

Often, says Dr H. Alistair Reid, a re¬ 
search physician who has treated sea- 
snake bites in Malaysia, victims suffer 
more firom the effects of severe fright than 
from the bite itself. 

Although divers have reported attacks, 
sea snakes' aggressiveness varies among 
species. Some snakes attack only when 
provoked. Others have launched unpro¬ 
voked attacks, usually during breeding 


season. Some approach divers just out of 
curiosity. The difference is in how quickly 
they advance, says one expert. When they 
approach in &st, jerky motions it's a good 
idea to swim for your life, he advises. 

Sea snakes aren't necessarily deadlier 
than land snakes, because they usually 
deliver only a minuscule amount of their 
powerful poison when they bite, McCos¬ 
ker says. ITiey sneak up on their prey, 
subdue it with a slight dose of venom and 
consume it when it becomes groggy. 

Many people who have been bitten sur¬ 
vived because so little venom entered 
their bodies. I'm not disappointed that 1 
missed the opportunity to put any of this 
information to a test. 

Emboldened by the decidedly unaggres- 
sive response of the snake that had been 
hit in the head, 1 ventured nearer to some 
others and saw their tmy tongues protrude 
from their mouths. That's as close as 1 
got. My goal, which must await another 
risit, is to get close enough to hear sea 
snakes ga^ for air. 

(Nation^ Ceograipfiic News Service) 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Ulnis 


• Aayee Milan Ki Raat: Elite 
(S.N. Baneiiee Road; 241383), 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street: 
254956), Purnasree (Raja Raj Kis- 
sen Street; 554033), Bina (Bidhan 
Sarani; 311522), Basusree (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 484808), 
Madhuban (Rejtent Park). 

Avinasb Wadhwan and Shaheen 
are the lead pair in this film, 
directed by K. Pappu. Others co- 
starring are Anupam Khcr, Kul- 
bhushan Kharbanda, Aloknath, 
Aruna Irani, Rita Bhaduri and 
Paresh Kawal. The music is by 
Anand Mihnd. 

• Afsana Pyar Ka: Roxy- 
(Chowringhee Place; 284138), 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266), Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street: 250437), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551133), Chhaya 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road; 
351382), Ragini (Beliaghata Main 
Road; ^3264), F^ya (Rashbehari 
Avenue: 464440), Kahka (5»ada- 
nanda Road; 478141). 

Directed by Shahjahan and with 
music by Bappi (.ahiri, the film 
stiffs Aaniir i4ian and Neelam. 

• AJooba; Paradise (Bentinck 
Street; 285442), Indira (Indta Roy 
Road; 471757), Khanna (Acharya 
Prafulla Chandra Road; 552932>~ 
4 shows. 

A film by Shashi Kapoor, star¬ 
ring Amilabh Bachchan, Rishi 
Kapoor, Dimple Kapadia, Sonant, 
Slwnini Kapixir and Amrish Pun. 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal. 

• Benaam Badsha: Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 281917). Crown 
(Rail Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
244822). Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhaduri Street; 552270), 
Jagat (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road; 365108), Menoka (Sarat 
Chatterjee Avenue; 410417). 

And Kapiwr and Julii Chawla are 
the lead pair. ITie film is directed 
by K Ravi Shankar and the music 
is by Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Ramwati; New Cinema (Lenin 
Sarani: 270147)—4 shows. 

Directed by Yash Chauhan, the 
film's main cast comprises Upasna 
Singh. Anupam Kher, Kiran 
Kumar, Dalip Tahil and Kader 
Khan. The music is by Usha 
Khanna. 

■ Sanam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road: 242664)~4 
shows. . 


is) 






t'.. 




'"i 





Shaheen and Avlnash Wadhwan in Aayee Milan Ki Raat 


^ Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni play the lead in this recent 
box-office hit. Others co-starring 
are new-find Kanchan, Puneet 
Issar, Pankaj Dheer, Danny and 
F’ran. The film is directed by 
Saawan Kumar and the music is by 
Mahesh Kishor. 


• Shikari: Jyoti (Lemn Saram; 
241132)~4 shows. 

Mithun Chakraborty, Naseerud- 
din Shah. Varsha Usgaonkar, 
Natasha and Amrish Puri comprise 
the main cast. The film is direi-teH 
by Umesh Mehra and the music is 
by Annu Malik. 


Arjun Chakraborty and Satabdi Roy In Aamaar Saatbi 



•'k 


• Yeh Aag Kab Bujhegi: Met¬ 
ro (Chownnghee Road; 280141)— 
4 shows. 

A film on the evils of the dowry 
system, starring Sunil Dutt, 
Rekha. Kabir Bedi. Shakti Kapoor, 
Ranjeet, Bindu and debutante 
Sheeba. The film is (hrected by 
Sunil Outt and the music is by 
Ravindra Jain. 


I ilms 


• Aamaar Saathi: Darpana 
(Bidhan Sarani; 558080), Puma 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 474567)— 
2.30, 5.30, 8.15; Prachi (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road; 
271282)—2. 5. 7.45. 

Directed by Said Dutta, the chief 
attractions of this film are Arjun 
Chakraborty, Satabdi Roy. Manoj 
Mitm, Rabi Chose, Abhtjit Sen and 
Join Baneijee. The music is by 
Mrinal Baneijee. 

• Beder Meye dosna; Rupbani 
(Bidhan Saram; 553413), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukheijee Road: 
474686)—1. 4, 7. 

One the biggest hits in recent 
times, this Bangladesh production 
stars Chiranjeet and Aigo Ghosh. 








SUN 5 MON 6 TUES 7 WED 8 THUFfS 9 FHI 10 SAT 11 


7 DAYS 


A scene from the play, Alskaneader Putra-Kanya 


Others in the east .ire Saituddiii. 
Dildar. Nasir Khan. Abbas, Soma, 
Anamika. Subhendu. .Ainarnath 
and Bulbul The film is direeted b\ 
Matiyur Rehman Panu and the 
music is by Abu Taber. 

• Katha Dilam- Kadha iHidhan 
Sarani, 5.53i)45)—il.UO. S 30. H I.S 

Directed bv Kajat 11,)., .ind with 
music by Ajot Das. the wist ot this 
film includes l’r.iserijit -Xiesha Jul 
ka. Shakuntal.! Baruj. Sounulia 
Bancriee and Siikhen I >as 

• Mahaprithivi; Mai.n .Bidhan 

Sawini, fi.i'.’/oji Hill.It is> 1' 
.Mukhcr)ei Riwd, t'lih.i 

biKhar '.Mah.itm.i (..iiidlii Koail. 
3:>3'i'IO). .i. 4.8 S 1 . 

•\ Mnn.il Sen liliii. st.iniiiK \'i. 
inr H.inenei. Soiiinili.i t'li.ittenee. 
(net,I .•sell \ni..i. Dull, .Aniisii.i 
M.iiiiriKl.ii .inn .■\!...nii .sen 

• Kin Sudh: Siei tHidli.m s.ir,ini, 
)3Tiir>). 1 * 111 . 111 . t.M.ih.it:n.i t,,indh. 

K.i.id, .l.'aiti.sO). i r.ii.i ikij.s.,.i 

Kii.iii. 17kotH.'l—3 shows 

Duelled In Hiiii.ii Kiirii.ii. the 
him st.irs (.i.vind.i, .luhi ehdwl.i 
K.uler Kh.iii. Sh.ikli K.ipeot ,ind 


Rabi Uhosf I'lie iiiusu is bv Ka 
Ksh Kieshaii 


Special Pivents 


S May: 10 am 

Tagore Society, Jam.shedpur 
presenis K.ibindrantith Tagores 
dam e-drania t 'hitr;t:ig,icb. 

At R.abindrj sadan lealliedial 
Road: 3by97Si 

5 May onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 
.An exhibition ol M P Hu.^ain’s 
lecer.i wolks. till MrU l.b 
At Chitrakoot .Art (.aliery to:! 
t.aiiahal Ko.ad; 7.s.'i.l]4l 
5 May: 3 pm 8 pm 
Encounter will hold an exhibition 
of painlings in the New Soalh (.al¬ 
ien 

• .An exhibition ot hi.ndia.il1s In 
the Soae‘t\ for thi rie.ii ir. Hit 
.New (iallert 

5 & 6 May: 3 pm ■ 8 pm 

.An e.xhibitioii ol S.imlilm K S.-i; 
gupta's nainlings. orgatmi'd in 
(iallen SH. in the \\est and Noiih 
galleries. 

At Aiad.nit ol I nn \i:s 
H tilhedia: k.vicl, jS43(l!: 


.A-t) May: 6.30 pm 

in .lid <4 Dr R Aluned Mein.ui.il 
t entte, the Indun Denl.il .As.so, i.i 
lion pttsents a ttsslo al ot Heng.ili 
pl.ivs leatunng Paneh.im N'aidi. 
S:ulh.ih:iti \n.i;illi,il)jl and K.if/i.i 
■\n}:il.i -Xin.i Ihe.itii 's 

\Udl),ih Maiinr'u l\.im\ii, Simdii 
.mi', .VaLiii.imlvt I'jli.i K.im...mfl 
I'lielna's /.ig.imulh 


.At tnlcntt.. rni'eisitv Institute* 
Hail lt.olie.gi' Npiaie) 

7 May: 6.30 pm 
M.itiipun N.iiMn.ishi.int pie 
seoi* .111 ewineg ol Mamiiuri 
;i;iiues leatunng Iws.inl.i .A'.ms, 
<...st/|.. I et'/.i and Tagoie s l!li.ittii 
sing/iei /'.)(/.!i.i/;, 

.Al Rahindt.i S.idaii ,i aitu'di..! 
Road. 3H;197«) 


Planes 



MOTE: All arrival and dapartura timas ara for Calcutta. FIguras in brackats 
danota dia days, 1 baing Monday. 


Printed here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
IS, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
I 263390, 264433, 262415. 262548. 262657 and 262909. and 
(airport) 569433. 569637. 569841. 267007 and 204433. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dec (2) A.-IOI at 0230 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Art (b) AI-306 al 19lb. 
Dep (5) AI-.306 at 2020 
To kyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay. Arr (61 AI-309 al 1910 
Dep ( 6 ) AI-309 312025 
London-Pelhi-Calcutta: Air \7) 
Al-132'1328al 1230 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Calcutta. An 
(4) SU-537 at 1525 

‘ Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow. 
Dep (4) SU-538at1725 

* Moscow-Tashkani-Karachi- 
Calcutta-Hanoi: Art (2) SU-541 
at064U Dep (2) SU-541 al0750 

‘ Hanoi-Caleutta-Karachi- 
Taahkant-Moacow- Art (2i S'J- 
542 ai 1615. Dep (2) SU-54? at 
1815 

Amman-Calcutta; Arr (4) R. -184 
at 0645 

Calcutta-Amman: Dep (5) RJ- 

185 at 0530 

-s Bucharest-Calcuita-BangkoK 

Art (1) RO-063 at 1115. Arr (6) 
R0-063at1045, Dep (1) RO-063 
311230, Dep (6) R0-063atl200 
-t Bangkok-Calcutta-Bucharest: 
Arr (1. 6) RO-064 at 2015 Dep 
(1,6) R0-064al?130 
Calcutta-Singapore: Dep i?l 
SQ-416ani30andDep (4; SQ- 
420 at 1310 

Singapore-Calcutta; Arr f?) SO- 
416 at 1025 and .Arr (4) SQ-420at 
1210 

Calcutta-Bangkok- Dep (2. 4. 7) 

lC-731 at 0900, Dep (1,3,6) TG- 
314 at 1355 


Bangkok-Caicutta: Arr (2. 4 7) 

1C-732 at 1500 Arr (1, 3 6) TG- 
313 at 1240 

Caicutta-Kathmandu. Dep (2 4. 

6. 7) IC-747 a! 1600 Dep (1 51 
RA 214 at 1455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr i2 4 

6, 7) IC-74d at 1930 Arr M, 5) 
RA-213 at 13S.5 

Calcutta-ntiaka; Dep 11 3. 5 61 
1C 723 at 1340, Dep (daily) BG 
092 at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935 
Dhaka-Calcutta. Arr (1. 3. 5. 6) 
IC-724 al 1600, Arr (daily). 8G- 
091 al 1140 and aG-093 al 1855 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Pep |2. 5) 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chittagono-Catcutta. Arr (2 5) 
BG-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB- 106 
al 0900, Art (2) KB-105at0e00 


Domestic 


Air f raa H a 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (2) Al¬ 
lot at 0230 

Delhl-Calcutta. Arr (t| AM328 
at 1230 

IimHum dirlfiMA m^m, 

Calcutta-Oelhl. Dep (dai'y) IC- 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750. 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 

264 at 2235 

Calcutta-Bombay. Dep Idailyi 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000 
Arr (daily! iC-2~4 al 1900 and 1C- 
175 at 0800 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep (1,2 3 4, 
5, 7) 1C-765 at 1700 Dep (6) 
IC-265 al 1700 Arr (1, 2. 3 4, 5, 
71 lC-766 al 2210. Arr (6) IC-266 
at 2205 


Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep 11 . 2 , 4, 
6, 7) IC-171 al 0620 Arr (1, 2 4, 
6, 7) 1C 772 at 1200 
Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna- 
Lucknow-Delhi. Dep (dailyi IC- 
410 al 0615 

Oalhi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchi- 
Calcutta. Arr (daily) IC-409 at 
1545 

Caicutta-Quwahati' Dep (daily) 
IC-229 al 1340, Dep (1, 3, 5 6) 
IC-729 at0730 Arr (daily) IC-230 
at 1630, Arr (1, 3. 5, 6) IC-730 at 
1030 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (daily) 
IC-741 al 0635 and lC-743 at 1330; 
Arr (daily) IC-742 at 1055 and IC- 
744 at 1.5.50 

Calcutla-Poit Blair: Dep (2 4, 6) 
IC-285 at 0530 Arr (2 4. 6) IC- 
286 at 1000 

Calcutta-Porl Blair-Car Nicobar: 

Dep (1) IC-287 al 0530. Arr (1) 
IC-288 at 1220 

Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep (2. 4) IC-213 at 
1130, Dep (3 5 7) IC-213 at 
0600, Arr (2, 4) IC-213 r.’ 1525 
Arr, (3, 6. 7) IC-213 at 0955 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (i) IC- 
221 at 1300, Dep (2 3 4, 5. 6 7) 
IC-221 at 1100 Art (1) 1C-222 at 
1520, Alt (2.3,4 5 6,7) IC-222 
at 1320 


Calcutta-Dibrugarh; Dep (2 3. 4 

5, 6 , 7) IC-2U1 at 1400. Arr (2, 3. 
4. 5, 6 . 7)' IC-202 al 1730 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily) IC-255 at 0610, Arr (daily) 
IC-256 at 1050 

Calcutta-Imphal-Oimapur- 
Calcutta: Dep (1. 3, •' 7) IC-257 
at 1130, Arr (1 3 5. 7) IC-257 at 
1510 

Calcutta-Bhubanaawar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep (3, 5. 6 ) IC-269 
at 1650: Arr , 3 , 5 , s, IC-270 at 
2040 

Calcutta-Bhubanaswar- Dep (1. 

2.4 7) lC-269 311650. Arr (1,2, 
4, 7) IC-270 al 1910 
Calcutta-Hydarabad: Dep (1. 2 
4 7) IC-277 at 1720, Arr {1 2.4, 
7,1 IC-278 at2210 
Calcutta-VIshakapatnam- 
Madras: Dep (1 2,4,6) IC-542at 
1000 

MadraS'VIshakapatnam- 
Calcutta:Arr (1.2.4 6 ) IC-541 at 
0915 

Calcutta-Agartata-Kailaahahar: 

Dep (2,4S.fr-729at0710,A.-r (2, 
4) PF-730at 1120 
Calcutta-Shlilong-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (1 3. 5 6 ) PF-701 
ai07io Dep 17) PF-701 at 1210: 


• No Irattic rights on Caloulta-Shariah Calcutta and Calcutta-Karachi Tashkent Calcutta • Nc ira'lic nqhls in Cali utta BanghoK-CalculU 
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I 


I 


pFsOAt 


, 3, 5, 6) PF-702 at 1120 

E ) PF-702 at 1620 
Ha-Agartata-8llchar Oep 
PF-729A at 0710 Arr (7) PF 
A 811140 


Calcutta-Jamshadpur Dep (i 2 
3 4 5,6) PF-717at0630 Dep (2 
4,6) PF-717Aat 1330 Arr (1 2 
3 4, 5, 6) PF-718 at 0825 Arr (2 
4,6) PF-718Aat 1525 


Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl Oep 
(2,4 6 7) PF.705at0855 Arr (2 
4 6 7) PF-706 at 1300 
Caleutta-Agartala-Aizawl- 
Calcutta; Oep (1 3 5) PF-705A 


at 1250 Arr (1 3 5) PF 706A i 
1635 

Calcutta-Cooch Behar Dep ( 
3 5) PF-707at0e55 Arr (1 3 5 
PF-;08at 1150 



D^»tuia EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Tima 

Snmnmh 

Tima 

On 

2311 

1800 

Dalhl-Kallia Mall 

S-30 

2312 

3006 

10-20 

Amritaar Mall 

BOS 

3006 

3003 

2000 

Benriwy Mail via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

8-15 

Alr-Cond. (Raw DalM) Ex- 
praaa vw Qaya-Varanaai 

Dap—Tuaa, Thurs & Sat 

Arr—Wad Fn & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

8-15 

Alr-Cand (Raw Doihl) Ex- 
proas VIS Patna 

Dap—Mon Wad Fn 8 Sun 
Arr—Mon Tuas Thurs A Sat 

1800 

2304 

2301 

1600 

Rajdhani Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

11-30 

2302 


Dep—Mon Tuea Thure Fri A 
Son 

Arr—Tuas Wad Thurs Sat & 
Sun 


2373 

2300 

Hlmglri (JammurTawl) Ex¬ 
praaa Tri-Wkly 

Dap—Tuas Fri A Sat 

Arr—Tuas Wad A Sal 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Qorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



pfMS 

Dap—Mon A Thurs 

Arr—Thurs A Mon 



3009 

2005 

Ooon Expraaa via Qrand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

18-15 

3008 



praaa via Main Una 



3048 

1305 

Amritsar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

OalhI Expraaa via Mam Una 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Dalhl Janata Expraaa via 
Main Una 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

1600 

Lucknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

2200 

MIthlla Expraaa 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchsniunga Expraaa 

20-50 

2558 

5658 

3317 

1705 

6-10 

Kamrup (QuwahaH) Expraaa 
Black Diamond EiqNaaa 

6-30 

21-25 

5660 

3318 

3029 

17-16 

CoamaM Expraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

2100 

Danapur Exprass 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

Rortii Bihar Expraaa 

11-10 

3026 

3071 


Dap—Wadnasday 

An^—Friday 



2205 

Jamalpur Trt-wkly Expraaa 
Dep—Tuas Thurs A Sat 

600 

3072 



Ait—M on Thurs A Sat 



3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Exprass 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (QwaHor) Tri- 
waakly Suparfast Expraaa 

Dap—Thurs Sat A ^n 

7-30 

2180 



Arr^Tuas Wad A Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indors) Expraaa 
Dai^Tuss A Wad 

7-30 

1172 



Arr—Sat A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) Ex- 

7-30 

3328 



bap A Arr— Mon A Fn 



5048 

22-25 

Qorakhpur Expraaa 

Dep A Ait—S unday 

10-40 

6050 



ScaMaW 



3143 

19-00 

Dariaaling Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Oour Expmas 

Jammu-Tawl Eimrssa 

Mughal Sara! Expraaa vw 

SBQ Ux>p 

BhagIrathI (Lalgoia) Expraaa 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

10-35 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Expraaa Tri weekly 
Dap A Arr—Wad Fn A Sun 

4-30 

5186 


ins 


Oapartura SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Tima 

Hwttrah 

Tlnw 

Dn 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2660 

12-35 

Gltanlall (Bombay) Expraaa 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Exprm 

5-05 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tuas 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Expraaa 

21-45 

6012 

6005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Express 

730 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 
Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
praaa 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23 20 

TIrupatl Expraaa 

4-15 

6080 

8045 

11 10 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

An—Except Sunday 

11 20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Exprass 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahatl Exprass 

Satufday only 

13-45 

2601 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 

13-45 

2649 



Quwahatl Weakly Exprass 
(vw Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 





Thursday only 



2650 

22-35 

(iuwahatl-CochIn Harbour 

22-15 




Terminus Waakly Express 
(vw Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 





Saturday only 



2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Suparfast Exprass (vw 

Vi^hapatnam A Modros) 
Dap—Fri A Sun 

13-45 

2651 



Arr—Tuas A Fn 



2674 

22-35 

Quwahall-Bangalora CNy 
Waakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wadnasday only 



—- 

14-10 

Bangalora City-Guwahatl 
Waakly Express (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



A Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2810 

22-35 

Patiw-Cochin Harbour Tar- 
minus Weekly Express (vw 

Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 


— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 

13-45 

2609 


Patna Waakly Ej y raaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnasdav only 


ENOUIRIE8: For round tha dock Intoiination of Eaalam Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 203545-64 for tn-comlng tralrw, 2035 3 5-44 for 
all oihar biformallon. For information about raaarvationa on 
Eaatam and South Eaatam Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from 0 
am to 0 pm on waakdaya arMf 0 am to 2 pm on Sundaya aitd 
gaaallad holidaya). 





JUNIOR WHIRL O Hal Kaufman 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR TYF There are at least si* ditfer- 
ences in drawing details between lop and bottom panels How 
quiCKly can you" tmd Check answers with those below 

6uis9hli ^*>00 9 jttiteujs si u6>$ 9 6 uissiuj si if^iieg 
» psAouj SI ujjv c Buissiiu SI jaqujnfj 2 leceuib $1 ittMOx 1 saouaje^iQ 


1 M A S O N 
J P L IJ M H E R 
K'ARPENTER 
-1 R I fi G L R , 

5 F I r C’ T RICIAN 
4 R O O F E R 
7 I' 1 N S M I 1 } i 


IT'S A PANEL DISCUSSION 

"Aha,” said the defense attorney, 
"all seven ol these jurors are m ttie 
building trade Now. suppose I taKe 
these tiados and arrange them in 
an orderly column (see abovel 
Then I find that one ol the vertical 
tows of letters spells out the 
occupation of our next juror, and it 
IS in an unrelated field " 

Aw fiddlesticks.' replied his 
opponent "I II get his line of work 
from the Comniissioner of Jurors ' 
Can you find the eighth jurors 
profession vertically abovot 


• STICKY SWEET! This 
seems like an easy prob¬ 
lem, but it can prove a bit 
sticky let's say there are 
30 one-ounce candy bars in 
each pan of a simple ba¬ 
lance scale. Question: How 
many bars must be trans¬ 
ferred from one pan to the 
other in order to have one 
pan contain three times 
the other pan's weight? 

|i .III \\m di4 

f'l uQiS wJQ UUJ, CiJi'.j iMrltJt Qv-i slIVlilT'J 


tdA- i vi 


11. J. 


BANK SHOT! Better luck with your next shot, Mr Golfer, Add 
following colors neatly: 1—Bed 2—LI. blue. 3—Yellow, t —LI 
brown. S—Flesh tones 6—Lt. gresn, 7—Dk brown. S—Ok. green. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points for using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

DISPENSE 


THEN score 2 points each for all 
words ol lour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to scere at laasi SO peiiits. 
pees dHis auiosoMi aiqitsod 





























QUIZ D Nell Obrien 


11th Oumstlon: In the United States, who 
are called ‘November Boys’? (Gaurab 
Bhattachariee, Or no. B-126, IIT Kharag¬ 
pur, Pin: 721302) 

Ana: The male child who because of his 
November birthday and the chronologic¬ 
al cut-off point for entrance to various grade levels, is 
one of the youngest members of the class. 


CBS 



S ajit Mukherjee reports on 
the All India North Star 
Quiz. 

“Rain rain go away, all the 
quizzards want to play.” 
Nursery rhymes, prayers— 
nothing works. 

One associates the All In¬ 
dia North Star Quiz with glit¬ 
zy presentations, top class 
quiz teams, quizmaster De¬ 
rek O'Brien and...the rain. 
Wimbledon. Old Trafford 
Tests, Cherrapunji and the 
North Star Quiz are what the 
rain gods love. 

On that rainy Sunday in 
March, eight teams vied for 
the crown jewel m Indian 
quizzing. There were three 
teams from Calcutta—Cal¬ 
cutta Medical College, 
Jadavpur University and 
Oalhousie institute B'. Join¬ 
ing them were Quiz Founda¬ 
tion (Madras). St Joseph’s 
College (Bangalore). Azad 
Hind Mandal (Bombay) and 
Delhi teams, JNU and In- 
tach 

The Calcutta preliminaries 
and finals, held on three ear¬ 
lier days at the Oalhousie In¬ 
stitute, produced many an 


upset. Baltygunge Cultural 
Seminar, all-India winners in 
1988, only got as far as the 
Calcutta final and nine-time 
North Star champions, Dl 
'A', did not even make it past 
the prelims! 

The all-India final was, 
rmce again, an exciting, en¬ 
tertaining affair. For the first 
time an eight-piece band 
(Pop Secret) played the 
music round live' Here was 
another Derek O'Brien in¬ 
novation which is bound to 
become a regular and popu¬ 
lar feature at quizzes It was 
a pity the second ‘live music 
round was ‘washed out' be¬ 
cause of the rams. The video 
and live rounds, too, were 
not as slickly presented by 


North Star standards. Would 
Bata, the sponsors, consider 
avoiding the norwester 
months? Or putting up a sha- 
m/ana? Quizzing fans like 
me look fonward to this event 
and would hate rains to be 
the spoil sport every year. 

Intach Delhi picked up six 
crucial points in the closing 
stages to become the new 
All India North Star (1991) 
winners. However, there was 
a big fight for the second 
place tetween Madras and 
JU Calcutta. The jam- 
packed hall lustily cheered 
the focal team throughout, 
but It was the more experi¬ 
enced Madras team who 
eventually finished runners- 
up. 


The 'Superstar Round' 
was conducted by guest 
quizmaster Neil O'Brien who 
also proposed a special vote 
of thanks to Dilip Chattegee 
of Bata who's retiring this 
year. 


Here is the (tentative) 
quizzing calendar for the 
year. All quizzards please 
‘cut and keep': 

Mid-May—DI Open Quiz. 

Late June—Summer In¬ 
vitation Quiz. 

July—Argus Loser's Plate 
and Percy Baptiste School 
Quiz. 

July-August—Maggi In¬ 
ter School 

October-November—All 
India North Star, 

Late November—Argus 
Close Up Open. 


Postscript: The Dalhousie 
Institute Open Quiz for the 
Errol Cowper Trophy will be 
held at the Dl on May 8, 9 
and 11. Quizmaster: Neil 
O’Brien. Draw on club notice 
board. 


QUESTIONS 


1) Who wrote the song for 
Italia *90? (Biplab Biswas, 
Calcutta 65) 

2) In the film industry what 
is a "married print"? 
(Shailesh Kumar Singh, 
Qodda) 

3) Who established the 
Oain Minority Muslim 
Suraksha Mahasangh? 
(Subrata Haidar, Hooghly) 

4) THX -1138 was the first 
sciertce fiction film of one 
of Hollywood's most suc¬ 
cessful directors. Name 
him. (Ismatara Khatoon, 
Bardhaman) 

5) Le Corbusier and Chan¬ 
digarh, Pierre L'Enfant and 
Washington DC, Lutyens 
and New Delhi, Walter 
Graffin and.. ? (Sanjay 
Dayal, Ranchi 2) 

6) Who is known as Mara¬ 
dona of the Nile? 
(Ehtesham Anjum, Calcut¬ 
ta 16) 

7) What is an Atomic Cock¬ 


tail? (Othello Mazoom- 
daar, Boral) 

8) The 1956 Olympics 
were held in Melbourne 
barring one event which 
was hold m another city. 
Name the event and the 

Jaipur, the Pink City 


city. (Sujtl Mukherjee. Bhu¬ 
baneswar 2) 

9) In business slang, what 
is Speed Money? (Manoj 
Kumar Singh, Patratu) 

10) How did Jaipur become 
the Pink City? (Vikas 


Singh, Rourkela 3) 


ANSWERS 


‘tjuid peiujed 
ajsM siiOM lie 1 ISIA leAoj qsi 
-jpa B 6uunp ’SZ81 ui (01. 

•eqjjqpio 
poo6 eq) JO| pxww mon (6 
‘Aj}unooeqtO)U| 
sesjoq 6u|MO||e )suje6e 
MB| topis s.Bjjeqsnv p 
asneoeq uiioipfoois ui ^aq 
8JSM siua/ve uBuisenba (g 
-ieouBo qi|M iquajtBd 
o) jaiBM UI A||&k> pajeisju 
-lujpe (apipoi uinjjXffi se) 
eoiiBisqns SAipeoipej v (Z 
■pjaz-nqv jaqei s,idA63 (g 
‘BijequeQ (g 
seoni aftioeo (g 

•UBlSBWjfBH(E 
lupd pauiBui B 
saiuooeq mou qojqM ‘lupd 
eqi uo epeuj si ipBJi punos 
‘peiBdejd si lupd leuq eqi 
ueqM sooinos luajejup 
ujQjj auioo punos pue etni 

-Old ‘80B|d se>ieiMaiAejd 

empjd uojioui b uaq/w (g 

japoioyv o|6ioi0 (|. 
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Her life is her fiiture. 



Make it secure with a house of her own. 


There is no better gift that you can give to your child A .secure future. 

Start planning for that precious present — a house of her own - through the Hcxne lean 
Account Scheme today. 

The HLA Scheme is a spaial loan linked savings phn that enables one to get a housing loan. 
It offas an excellent ORXMtunity to you to build up a sound investment in your child’s name. 
Hus, it offers attractive tax benefits - even if the HIA is qiened in the name of a minor. 

The HIA is a national scheme. Just get in tcwch with the nearest branch of any nationalised 
bank or sevoai other scheduled banks anywhere in the country. And open her own Home loan 
Account today-. 


in Huo\i ; Sill I'lru I'ou All 


■T 1 NATIONAL 
LH-J HOUSING BANK 

(WhuUy owned b)'the Ikacnr Bank (jf IndM) 

Hindustan Times Huuiie, 6tl) Mix a, 

18 20 KasTintia (iandhi 
New'Delhi ItOOOl, 

Beimbay life Kuiidhig, .Vd Flixit. 

4S Veer Nariman Road, hxl, 

Rcxnhoy 400 02.S 
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INTRODUCING CASTROL GTXR 

|n these times, when every drop of 
petrol is precious, we would like to 
introduce you to the new generation engine 
oil. 

(^tro! G T X 2, It saves you 
enough fuel in o year to give you free petrol 
for a week. 

This fuel conservation is made 
possible by CastfO! GTX 2's selective 
Friction Modifier, which dramatically 
reduces friction; conserving energy and 
fuel. 

Only Castra GTX2 is certified as 
energy conserving by the ,,^***^^ 
American Petroleum 

n■^/SAE B 

Institute. It conforms to 
the highest gasoline 
engine performance 
specification in the world - APISG. 

FREE PETROL 
FOR A WEEK 

Your engine needs CasttO! GTX 2. 

If not for its ability to conserve fuel, 
then surely for its ability to increase your 
engine's working life. Protecting it better 
over vast temperature ranges; smooth 
running at scorching temperatures and 
quick cold starts. 

And if even this is not reason 
enough, you may still wish to buy it. 
Because it comes to you from Castrol. 


Available at leading aulo accessory shops. In cose of difficulty 
contact Delhi. R.tCoul 318038,Bombay: Chatterjee 4923707. 
Calcutta-ABannerjee 201996. Madras;Venlcatachobm 513844. 


World cnmpion LMcants 
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Om’s Work 

The performances of this 
ordmary-faced man, Om 
Pun (‘Omrapotent’, Apnl 7) 
show his remarkable ta¬ 
lent Roles big or small, 
films artistic or commer¬ 
cial, Om has retained his 
class 

One remembers vividly 
his characterisations m 
Aaktosh, Andher JVagn, 
Chokh, Mandi, Pdar, Bus¬ 
man and Ghapl 
Runesh Pal Tewari, 
Calcutta 

■ Doesn t the interviewer 
know the right spelling of 
Saeed Mirra, the filmmak¬ 
er with whom Om Pun 
“shared ideas at the film 
institute’ He’s not Syed 
but Saeed names that are 
as different from each 
other as Nandita and Nan 
dmi' 

Also, the correct name 
of the institute is FTII and 
not FTI, standing for Film 
and Television Institute of 
India 

Finally, since wdien did 
Susman become a Govind 
Nihalani film’ I always 
thou^t it was a Shyam Be- 
ne^film 
Javed Qureshi, 

Calcutta 

■ The views of the ex 
tremely versatile Om Pun 


were a delight to read 
Certainly, he is a very rare 
actor from Bollywood I 
hope he will also excel in 
the much hyped City of Joy 
as Hasan Pal and maybe 
^ an Oscar for India 
FtadeepJaiii, 

Calcutta 

Whirlwind 

Mamata 

Mamala Banerjee ( I he 
Challenge', March 24) is 
the whirlwmd of Bengal 
politics Her indomitable 
spint frankness and down 
to earth attitude have 
made her extremeh popu 
lar among the masses Her 
rise has been truly 
meteonc 

In a state where the Left 
Front has made corruption 
and nepotism rampant in 
almost evei V sphere of life 
this nsmg woman should be 
playing a great role m the 
near tore 
Manohar Mandal, 
Nabadwip 

■ You seemed very partial 
in expressing Mamata s 
qualities only and praising 
her thus Iherefore u 
sounded more like an elfc 
tion campaign on her be 
half 

Anurag Bagaria, 

Calcutta 


Om Puri in City of Joy: One for the Oscar! 
"iXlfl 



The New and the 
Old 

After the excellent cover 
story Voice of a New 
Generation (March )) it is 
time you published Voice 
of the Old Generation We 
would love to read about 
the heavenly voices of 
Kishore Kumar Hemant 
Kumar Mohd Rafi and 
Mukesh 

Anshuman Chowdhary, 

Dhanbad 

■ Most of the new voices 
aie destined simply to 
make a success out of 
copying the veterans and 
no more llus way they 
can only have a transient 
impact ui this era of instant 
music 

Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ It was astoiiishmg that 
you overlooked Alisiu Chi 
nai among the new singers 
In fact, she is the Asha 
Bhosle of the new age 
Ashoke Sengupta, 
Rahara 

■ I am also an admiret of 
old songs and smgers, but 
TOur article was a little 
biased There is no com 
panson between Kishore 
Kumar and Kumar Shanu, 
but the older smgers also 
had their own lumtations 
Mukesh could only smg sad 
songs, Manna Dey only 
classical songs and Talat 
Mehmood only gharals, 
and so on 

Your magarine also 
seems to favour Bengalis 
For example, even m this 
issue you had Sapna Mukh 
enee on the cover and 
talked at length about the 
reatness of Kishore 
umar, Hemant Kumar 
and Manna Dey Please 
consider the sentiments of 
non-BenMs, too 
Vibhas Kumar, 

a^ul^ out other clones 
like Abhijeet Dasgupta, 
Vinod Rathod Kirti 
Kumar, Debashis Dasgup 
ta, Manhar Udhas and Pra- 
sun Mukheijee 
Sandip Roy Choudhury, 
Calcutta 
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In the coming tit I lion 
who will fart hiw now tht 
astrologtrsI ivc thin a\ 


14 

■ ■ Tht world famous 

artMcs of Kumartuli recently 
h< Id an t xhibition of their work 
to celtbratt Calcutta s 
terct ntenary 


16 


Akkneni 
NageswarRao who 
complete s a W year c areti m 
Telugu cinema was finally 
honoured with the Dadasalit b 
Phalkc award this ye ai A look 
at his phenomenal screen 
graph 
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3 rt IS a Persian Gulf target that is being 
attacked %vith bombs bourns and oil 
[eating bacteria this is i iiisi in our 
etime—a spill in a category by itself in a 
war environment,' says a US expert 
assessing the aftermath of the largest oil 
spill ever recorded 

In January Iraq deliberately releasea 
300 n^on to 400 million gallons of oil from 
tlw Sea Island terminal, about 10 miles off 
the Kuwaiti coast The volume is triple 
that of the previous world-record spill the 
1979 “Ixtoc I” weD blowout in Mexico It 


Will the Persian Gulf 


survive the world’s worst 


ill? JoyAschenbach 




chon the 



Ptidognphs Slava Raynwr 


WATERS 


















IS more than 30 times the 11 milLon g.il 
Ions (lumped into Alaska s Piinte William 
w'ound in 1089 

binre Iiaq torched hundreds of Kuw.i.ti 
oil facilities in late Februar>, thick smoke, 
clouds and the ground wai hn\e obscured 
the jmlf oil slick 

No one is sure exaith liow niuih oi'. 
ui the water,' savs Ibiahiin Al-Muhanna ol 
baudi Arabia's Ministrv ot IVtt oleum in 


also degiades cmulsitics and ox.discs 
What is left is less harmful asphaltii c om 
ponerus that term tar ball-., which ma' 
float sink to the bf'ttoiu or wasli ashoie 
Jacqueline Mirhd a scienct achiser to 
the Nitional Oceanic anc^ Atmospheric 
Administratioii (NOW) who stiihfd iht 
1978 Amo^i t idi/ disaster whuti 
dumped 68 million gallcms of oil on tie 
(oast of I raoce salt ili.it within three 


An old Persian Gulf fisherman sets his net on a beach south of 
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. Commercial fishing in parts 
of the gulf is threatened by Iraq’s release of 300 million to 400 
million gallons of oil into Kuwaiti waters in January. The gulf 
already may be world’s most oil-polluted marine area 


Kivadh Some has evapoiated -omt has 
sunk s( me might li.i\t gone to the lianian 
shore Iht si/c of thi suck ciianges ,iil tht 
tune 

But he esti nates nut mote tlnir 10 
nulhon barrels (4JO niUton gallon'i ht\t 
gone into the sea 

Whether Oit Persian hull will lulls n 
cocei the eqie'ts sa\ depends mi tli< 
niagnitadf the spill in rehtion to the 
pecuLit n 'urc ol lhis bod, < f wdt< i one 
olfarth iro't liagiic tcoissitms which 
IS ,on ninth in\ i (cd b, sujicrtankc ts ano 
war ship. 

Its turquoiM w Iters iic shallow rt 
laM'eh still and ne 11 1\ laidlocked taking 
about five ccars to flu h out poLuc.iiits 
Wildlife flovk to ihc htaclits .i id wetlands 
along't, 111 gf|\ undt\clo[)(d slimes 
It 1' likch to be conic the wmst cctr 
man induct'd oil ic lated nianrit dis.istt i 
acrordmg to a icptirt .roni the W mid c. on 
senatior. Monitoiing Lciitei in Londcui 
But unlike the desl/uition of laiii fort sis 
the centic s eAperts sa\ the spill -1 ttccts 
migl t De revtrseJ 

Ihe due picdu tion' of dev.istatingdam 
age from past spilK ha\t often turned out 
to be o\i rh pc ssimistic 1 he (ai t that tins 
one staved at sea lor it least 10 da\s in.iv 
make Its impact less disastious some sci 
enlists believe Wavesaiidwmdmav have 
evaporated much ot its tosicitv Lcapoi i 
tion the rate depends on oil volalilitv 
wave action and .ui and water tempera 
tures—usuallv take s i art if a large pet 
centage of the toxic properties Oil at sc.i 


I veils most of thf maior iiiipai I thtie had 
I disappeared 

I Ine stoic 1 ' luu h th< saim m all 
' irude-oif spiiis she c'punned aftei the 
I txxon \dl(le/ .iccidcm in Prime \\illiani 
Sound On exposed .otkv be.iclus with 
much WfVc action little oil is left altci a 
vear On quieter teaches the oil peisists 
fiom two to thtte and is ftequenth mixed 
with sand and Imncd Salt matshes sulfti 
the must cLimigc ind eliuits to ihan 
them ait UK clc strut tivc toi'o mv good 
In gtiieidl iisli ind bud pofiulilion tend 
to be rtiiljied Ihe pos'ibu iongteini 
etfcc's on tht iidd and intfifid.n tcO'V 
s»tms will tike vtdis t(j leirn 

T he Pel,I III (iiill recoviicd itl tivilv 
un,ciiucl hini It picvioi'lv wois* 
spill Mop 111 in ( t niiUiun gallons ot el 
ver* iili.isfd .lit) its northern aatei' in 
118 1 wlicr !r, q laaiicln <1. loki* ittuk 
on Iran s Nowi u/ offshoit ml pi ittumi dui 
mg theu eight vtai war 
Because ol the w.ii tin cnvionmcnlal 
damage was not idequattlv a ,t',td I x 
peris s^v the condilmi'- lot 'migtcrm 
catastiuphii till ..Is ippirentlv wen not 
pit ,cnt 

I nlikc piistim Pnnti W ilium sound 
lilt gult n ilu ith jios ibh 'lit iiio t till 
polluted mat me ait i in tht woild an ml 
mg to the World cun et\,itifm Moiiilormg 
Le nit I 

Ihe gult Is tit(|utri1l polluted liv 
it tacks (n tankers am' ml 'icililit unde 
letted k.iks in underwalei pipelines and 


A dead coral reef in the Persian Gulf, victim of previous 
Mllution off the island nation of Bahrain, is only one example of 
the destruction that may result from the world’s worst oil spill 


the illegal dissharge of duti ballast water, 
bilges and slop mi Wildlife has survuvetl 
because the gulf region is largely unde¬ 
veloped 

"rhe sheer magnitude of this spill is so 
huge that what happens after the m^or 
phvsteal unpact, the long term effects, aie 
difficult to predict," sayst^sha Varanasi of 
NOAA, and expert on oil's effects on sea 
i real ires 

T he Persian Gulf region, particularly 
around Kuwait, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, 
IS home to more than 3,650 anunal spe¬ 
cies some 50 ot which are threatened with 
extinction at the global level 
All immediate risk m the gulf are the 500 
miles south of the spill site to the peninsu¬ 
lar nation of Qatar, including the Gulf of 
Baht am Kuwaiti offshore coral islands, 
among them the recently recaptured 
Qatth Island, have the most northerly 
coral reefs m the world Kuwaiti and Saudi 
island beaches are maior nesting areas for 
green and hawksbill turtles 
The seagrass meadows, or pastures, off 
the island nation of Bahrain support some 
2 000 to 3 500 dugongs, cc sea cows, a 
globally threatened species 
rhe gull IS second to Australia m im- 
poilance for tht survival ol dugongs, the 
c leatures tti,it inspit* d manners of old to 
im.igiriL mtrmaids 

fhc seagrass pastures provide food or 
sh( lit I for more than 500 species ol plant., 
and anunal-, Commercial hsh, shiunp and 
pearl ovsters leed there Oil pollution kills 
itagrass bedc if it smothers tht leaves and 
team-. An estimated one nulhon to two 
'iiill.on birds winter in the gulf or stop 
tlerc duruig migration paiticularly Ironi 
[ uropc, ihe soviet I nion and Asia The 
gult is the mam breeding area for the 
thrc.ilened Soetdra cormorant 
lor some oil spills a stiD-expciinitntal 
proLt* lalled bioieniediation, in wluch 
bacteiid eat oil may be Uk be'! cleanup 
crew of all Ont of the oil eating tethni 
que- inav be .ippbc'd to gulf btacht-, In 
I'niii e Wilham Sound heavily c ont itnmaled 
t)( ,ic1k s were spiaved with a special teiti 
liscr to stimulate bactena! giowth In only 
two to three weeks tht process began 
making a diarnalic difference in the 
appeurance ol the nxks 

Ihe tvjie of chemicals used had been 
tc sted foi toxicity to marine organisms and 
(t rtifitd to Ik safe when apphed properly, 
s.ivs Hap Pntchard chief ot the hnymon 
mental Prottdion Agency s microbial ecol 
ogy .ind bioU chnology branch at Gulf 
Bree/e, Fla 

The ultuaite tate ot the Persian Gulf, 
Western experts agree, also will depend 
on whethei Saddam Hussem contmues to 
hold the envftonment hostage by pursumg 
a whey of environmental terrorism 
(Ndtional Gvogrdphic Nev s bennee) 
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Tor the next two-and- 


a-half years there will 
be both political and 
economic stagnation' 


I 


SHIV SHANKAR BHARTI / 
Calcutta 

L et me make it dear at the very 
outset that predicting political out¬ 
comes does not fall under tiw pur¬ 
view of astrdogy. Over the years, astrolo¬ 
gy pundits have hankered after publicity 
and predicted results of general elections. 
I have done it myself a couple of times, 
inevitably incorre^! 

Astrology is restricted to predicting the 
fate of an mdivklual and political forecasts 
are, most often, based on the political 
situatioa Jyoti Basu, for instance, is a 
Makara, and if he were to contest these 
elections as ai Independent candidate, he 
would have faced unqualified defeat 
However, the political situation predomin¬ 
ates and wffl steer him to victory. 

Vic^ is certain for Rqhr Gandhi—he 
is a Simha Raashi and is going through a 
bright m his career—vdiich does not 

necessarily mean victory for the Congres- 
s(D at the Centre. No astrologer can pre- 
(M vdiich political party will come to pow¬ 
er at the Centre, for the simple reasrni 
that astrology rules out predictions of col¬ 
lective fate, much in the same way that an 
astrologer cannot predict the outcome of a 
joint case that has been filed in court 
Persmial victory is also assured for 
Chandra Shekhar ^ V.P. Singh who is a 
Dhanu Raashi. Rgjesh Kharuia wiU, howev-. 



er, fafl to bring any hick to the CmigressG) 
and LK. Advani will surely win fiom 1^ 
constituency. 

This city falls under the Dhanu sign, and 












into the near niture 


I do not foresee any nu^r economic or 
political breakthrough for it in the next two 
years. India is a land of eternal pessimism 
under the Makara siga For the next two- 
and-a-half years the country will be sev¬ 
erely under the influence of Shani and 
there will be both political and economic 
stagnation, irrespective of which party 
comes to pwer. After this period, there 
will be a lot of relief for tiw country in 
ev«ty way. 


assassination Is like 


before the elections’ 







PRAYAG BANDOPADHYAY 
Calcutta 


T he bad times are almost over for the 
country. For the new goveranjent, 
it is going to be tough going dll July 
tins year and mere is no reason why ev¬ 
erything should not be hunky-dory for the 
country after August Everything, in all 
ways, wffl look up for tte country after 
tiaiL 

The government win work for the uplift 
of tte downtrodden and all secessionist 
conservative forces wiU be wiped out frcnn 
the county while cotesive, secular and 
socialistic forces wiU rule the roost 


Minister. On the oUier liand, the polilk^l 
careers of V.P. Singh and l)evi lal are 
nearly over. For the next seven years, 
duDidra Shekhar wiU be a force to reckon. 
In spite of the Congress(I) coiiung to pow 
er at the Centre, Chandra Shekhar will not 
go into oblivion. I do not in fact, rule out a 
CongressfD-Samajwadi Janata Party 
allian ce where he would be the party presi¬ 
dent 

I do not foresee any wave building up in 
favour of a particular political party tius 
time. The Congress(I) will get 243 seats, 
the HIP 147 at the most and the Left 
Ffont-Janata Dal combine definitely not 
more than 95. The elections are going tti 
be marred by largescale violence, particu¬ 
larly in central India. A sensational political 
assassination is likely before the elec¬ 
tions—an attempt at it, a certainty. 

No united Oppraition will work in Pun¬ 
jab and elections in the stale will not be 
ndd on June 22. It will be held some time 
this year thoufdi, and despite the militants 
coming to power, I do not foresee the 
formation of Khalistan in the nesir future. 
Unlike Putqab, the Assam elections will be 
held as per schedule. 

LK. Advatu’s Karkata l.,agna and Me-sh 
Raashi nudce him extra lucky during elec¬ 
tion time—he will win from his constituen¬ 
cies with huge margins and is most likely 
to be the leader of the Opposition. Later ui 
his career he will be prey to a major 
n^tkal conspiracy, leading to his down- 
nJL His traditional, conservative and fana¬ 
tic nature is evident from his horosaipe 
chart 

In more ways than one, this govern¬ 
ment wiD be remarkably different from 
previous Parliaments by way of its legisla¬ 
tions and policies. In fact, I fore.see radical 
chatges in the Constitution of the country 
in the next couple of years. 

The number ‘10’, being the first double- 
,di^t number, has an irrefiitable aslrolo^c- 
al link with CMricom, which is the sign of 
our coun^. The ensuing elections tieing 
the 10th in the country will, therefore, lie 
a boon for India. 

The Union Cabinet, whose average age 
will be approximately 48 years, will form a 
pro-mass government and will bring about 
a structural change in the prevailing social 
setup of the country. The Hindu fanaticism 
that the BJP has built up so successfully 
wll not pay off in the long run, and secular- 


Contrary to popular belief, the new gov¬ 
ernment ^ Ik stabte and conpetent—it 
win last its full term of five years and will 
help ItKlia regain its lost prestige in the 
world. Saturn, after all, is a gmt leveller, 
aad the country will be heavily under its 
influence for the next two years. 

I nte out a hung Pariianient. The Con- 
gressQ) wOl most definitely form the gov¬ 
ernment, wid) its aHies m^rbe, udiile ^v 
GatK^ will head the country as the Prune 


ism will prevail. 

The new government will usher in a 
completely new era for the country where 
the mastan rasy will no longer be preva¬ 
lent, and where India will again build up 
her foreign exchange reserves and give 
birth to a major discovery in electronics. 

And for the faces behind it all? Maybe, 
M.J. Akbar will be the minister for exler- 
nal affairs and maybe Shabana Azmi will 
get a Ifaiya ^bha nomination... 
















‘VM', Sisi^h and 


Raji\ Giiiidlii cootd 



BBANDARUWALLA/ 

Pune 

I suspect that the elections may be post¬ 
poned because of violence in the coun¬ 
ty or health problems—either indis¬ 
position, accident or operation—to LK. 
Advani or Jyoti Basu. But nothing is cer¬ 
tain. Three giants who are no. 8—Jyoti 
Basu (his birthday falls on the eighth day of 
the month), Chandra Shekhar (17th) and 
Advani (eighth)—-will not enjoy good 
health for the next two-and-a-half years. 

It will be a toss-up between Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and V. P. Singh. Rajiv Gandhi was bom 
on August 20, t^ adds up to 20 and so 
does 1991 llus is a small point in his 
favour. In the last elections, the chances 
were 49—Ra^iv, and 51—VP; this time 
there seems to be a reversal and Rajiv 
could have the edge over VI’. 

Real stability come only between 
August 11, 1991 and November 11, 1991; 
not before. 

Chimanbhai Patel of Gmarat is a Gemini. 
He will do very well in the elections. His 
writ will run now. 

There is a slight possibility that VP and 
Rajiv could come together. This may 
sound stupid. But there could be a recon¬ 
ciliation. And this could take place be¬ 
tween August 11, 1991 and November 11, 
1991. 

The worst phase for India is now over. 
It goywet in February 1991. This mons¬ 
ter ofipmmunalism and the Rathyatra will 
not play m important role. It will not be 
the cBncher, the decider of issues. During, 
the period February 14,1988 to February 
6, 1991, India had three Prime Ministers, 
upheavals and communal strife. In the 
second part from February 7, 1991 to 


Januap^ 12,1996, the changes and upheav¬ 
als will continue. In the third part from 
January 13, 1996 to January 30, 1998, 
these problems will simmer down. After 
that comes India’s period of milk, honey 
and super-power, llie moment of glory. 


Mviiti Iki'su may split 


V,P'. after 


flee lions’ 


ACHARYA RAJ / Bombay 


T Vie Congressd) will form the gov¬ 
ernment after the elc- inns and Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi will be the P. me Minis¬ 
ter. He will rule for a year-and-a-half to 
two. Then there will be either party elec¬ 
tions or a realignment of political forces. 
By that time he will peter out. Someone 
else from the party or Chandra Shekhar 
will take over till 1996. After the 1996 
general elections the Congress will not be 
known as it is. The name of the Congress 
will last only 108 years and that time would 
have come. I do not say the Congressd) 
will be disbanded or that it will cease to 
exist. It may exist under another name. 

Chandra Shekhar’s Sam^wadi Janata 
Party will win 10 to 15 seats in this elec¬ 
tion, and not more than 20 sc,ns. But in 
the long run his prospects are d. After 
one-and-a-half to two years, hi .11 get his 
chance again. Sometime in 19i,. there will 
be Congress party elections or some kind 
of realignment of forces. In this he mij^t 
even join the Congressd). His future pros¬ 
pects are very good till 1996. He could 
even become the Prime Minister, but not 
after 1996. 

V.P. Singh cannot do anything now. He 
cannot even retain regional power. The 
election results will see the Janata Dal and 


V.P. Sin(^ touch their political nadir. He 
cannot be an Ambedkar, Jagivan Ram or 
Ram Vilas Paswan. He can become a good 
guide. In his peak period he gave Indian 
politics a new turn, but now his time is 
over. 

[He had earlier predicted in December 
that]...after the nud-term elections V.P. 
Singh could be wiped out. He will be de¬ 
serted by his political associates. He has 
no chance of becoming the PM. He will 
have no health problems or danger to his 
life and will continue to get the support of 
his family. 

The BJP will become the mnior opposi¬ 
tion party after the elections and remain so 
till the next general elections in 1996. 
After 1996, the BJP has a good chance of 
fonning the government. But neither LK. 
Advani nor Atal Behari Vgpayee will be¬ 
come the PM. I am not saying that the BJP 
will definitely form the government, but 
there are chances. After 1996 one thing is 
certain; there will be a major political 
change. As far as Advani is concerned, the 
temple will be built at Ayodhya, but I 
cannot say if the mosque will be broken to 
do this. Advani will have no problems with 
his party, but his health w^ trouble him 
between 1993 and 1996. 

Jyoti Basu will continue to run the state 
government, and his government will re¬ 
main strong. .At the Centre he may even 
split with V.P. Singh after the elections. 
Nothing will happen to shake Mm during 
Ms present term in West Bengal. 
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wllf place Indii'cn 
derjificrscy tsiider 
hL'vere strain’ 



R. NARAYANAN / Madras 

I t will be a neck-and-neclc race between 
the C'jni^essd) and the BJP. R^iv 
Gandhi will scrape through and form a 
coalition government, but will have to 
watch out after ooe-and-a-half years. The 
BJP will keep posing a severe challenge to 
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Though It has not been mentioned m 
LK. Advani's horoscope that he will be¬ 
come the Prime Minister, he will definitely 
become a kingmaker who will make other 
BJP stalwaj:ts PMs in the filture. He him¬ 
self is not after the chair. 

The Rama tempie will definitely be built 
on the spot chosen by the VHP and as a 
result there will be communal tension be¬ 
tween Hindus and Muslims for at least one 
more year. Khalistan will be a major prob¬ 
lem for the next two years. 

According to Advani's horoscope 
(Venus positive), he will be a constant 
thorn in the side of Rajiv Gandhi. V.P. 
Singh's future is hazy while Chandra 
Shekhar will play a oucial role in the fu¬ 
ture. 

In Andhra Pradesh, N.T. Rama Rao’s 
party will get more seats than the Con- 
gress(I) and Karnataka will become a 
stroiwhold of the BJP after this election. 

h.Tamil Nadu, Jayalalitha will sweep the 
polls, but will be plagued by illness and will 
hardly concentrate on the administration, 
^e will face a challenge from senior lead¬ 
ers of her party in another year or so. 
After that whether she will survive in poh- 
tics remains to be seen. 

M. Karunanidhi will never again become 
chief minister and the DMK after this 
election will disintegrate. Karunanidhi will 
have to be careful about his health. 

The next five years will place Indian 
democracy under severe strain. 







J.C LUTHRA/New Delhi 

V iolence will escalate before the elec¬ 
tions. It will begin in the middle of 
May and stretch up to the first week 
of July. There is also a possibility of 
attacks on some political leaders. 

During this period Mars will be entering 
Cancer, and Saturn has already entered 
Capricorn. They will be opposing each 
other. Whenever there is a connection 
between these two planets, a lot of vio¬ 
lence takes place. Moreover, Capricorn 
stands for India and the Indian people. 
When these two planets are connected 
with Capncom, the people of India are 
adversely affected. 

It is most likely that violence will take 
its worst shape in the regions of Punjab 
andjammu and Kashmir. I'his violence will 
be at the instigation of Pakistan and that 
country may also play an active part after 
May 19 this year. 

The Congressd) will be the single 
largest party in Parliament and it might get 
the required number of seats to form the 
government. Either it can do this on its 
own or it might take the help of some 
other parties. But there is a great possibil¬ 
ity of its forming the government at the 
Centre after the coming elections. The 
BJP will be coming next with about 100 
seats or a little more. 1 don’t see any 
chances for either V.P. Singh or N.T. 
Rama Rao or Chandra Shekhar of becom¬ 
ing the PM after the elections. 

Rajiv Gandhi’s horoscope is very 
strong. P'rom October 1989 the Bhukti 
period or the sub-periods had started and 




these were weak periods for him. But his 
main period was of Rahu and this was very 
strong. There has been a lot of improve¬ 
ment in his horoscope particularly after 
May 1. After live or six months he has 
another weak period and attempts might 
be made to dislodge him from power. But 
after this, for the next four years, every¬ 
thing will run smoothly for him as his main 
period is very strong. 

However, at the end of this period there 
will be another weak Bhukti period when 
he might be dislodged from power. But he 
might be able to survive with the help oi 
others. 

I don't have the complete horoscope of 
1..K. Advani. But by the transits of the 
planets at the time of the elections it can 
be seen that tliis period will also be very 
helpful for him. The other BJP leader, Atd 
Behari Vajpayee’s horoscope, on the other 
hand, is not very strrmg. TTie Dasa aftd the 
Bhukti periods are wei^ and there is not 
even one (ler cent chance of his becoming 
the PM. 

As far as V.P. Singh and N.T. Rama 
Rao are ( oncemed, not only do they have 
weak horoscopes, but the transit of the 
planets at the time of the elections get 
weaker for them. V.P. Sin^^i’s main Dasa 
period is very strong, but he has two very 
weak Bhukti periods of Moon. Though his 
Dasa period is strong, the two weak Bhuk¬ 
ti periods make his horoscope very weak 
and he cannot be the PM again. 

Similarly. N.T. Rama Rao’s Dasa period 
is very strong, but he has weak sub- 
penods and therefore they will not help 
him in becoming the PM. qlo 

Chandra Shekhar’s entire horoscope is 
very weak. His Dasa and the Bhukti 
periods are weak and there is absolutely 
no chance for him to become the PM once 
again. Since Rajiv Gandhi's horoscope is 
improving, Chandra Shekhar could be¬ 
come the PM only with his help. Moreov¬ 
er. at that time, the transit of the planets 
was also helpful m making Chandra 
Shekhar the PM. But now even the transit 
of the planets in his horoscope are nega¬ 
tive. 

1 don’t foresee either a change in the 
leadership within the Congressfl) or any 
other leader like Jyoti Basu becoming the 
PM. I liave not seen Jyoti Basu’s horo¬ 
scope, but if it was so strong then the 
party that he was supporting should have 
stayed on. At least some sort of strength 
should have been there for his partners. 
Moreover, I think it is very dificuit to 
prqect him as a national leader as so far he 
has remained a regional leader. 

The opposition parties can win under 
condition tliat they all join to defeat the 
Congress(I) as they did in the last election. 
This means the opposition parties, includ¬ 
ing the BJP, have to come together. With¬ 
out the BJP they cannot win and the BJP 


on its own wi not be in a position to form 
the government 

llierefore, I think the Con^ssfl) will 
be the only forty to be in a positkm to fmn 
the government either on its own or with 
the help of smne other parties. 

‘Chandra Shekhar 
faces a great physical 


risk between 
May JSand July S’ 



LACHHMAN DAS 
MADAN/New Delhi 


1 don’t see a clear-cut victory for any 
single party. No party will be in a posi¬ 
tion to form the goveinmeiil on iu 
own. The Congress(l) with the other par¬ 
ties, barring the BJP. will form the govern¬ 
ment at the Centre. In order to pve a 
stable shape to the government the Con- 
gress(l) wi try to rope in as many parties 
as possible. But people wi have a stiff 
opposition to Rajiv Gandhi. The ultimate 
choice, therefore, wi be on Jyoti Basu. 

The Mssibity of Rsjjiv Gandhi becom¬ 
ing the Prime hfinister is very renuite and 
even if he does become the PM it wi be 
for a short period. 'This is mainly because 
most people wi be opposed to him. The 
astrologicai reasons for this are on his 
birthday, August 20, Jupiter, Venus and 
Mercury are badly combust and Venus, 
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are all re- 
tromde. 

&tum and Rahu are jointly transiting 
natal Ketu point whose sub-period wi be 
in operation. And this wi not help him in 
becoming the Prime Minister. Today the 
CongressfD’s horoscope is very strong. 


but Rqiv Gandhi’s is a drag. Just after the 
elections or a little later, ffie Congress(I) 
members may have to accept the lead¬ 
ership of a person other than Rigiv Gandhi 
to be the PM. 

The astrological chart also shows that 
the people of the states wi dictate terms. 
The Centre wi no Irniger be in a position 
to dictate terms. We are going to see the 
emergence of a number of regional leaders 
and forces. We wi have a kind of a nation¬ 
al rovemment without the BJP to start 
wiu, but the BJP wi also be in it by the 
end of May 1992. 

Therefore, the ultimate choice wi be 
Jyoti Basu. My assumptions are based on 
tM position of the stars on the day Jyoti 
Basu assumed the chief ministership of 
West Bengal in 1977. Moon and Saturn 
were located in the Aslesha constellation. 
So, before he completes the 15th year in 
ofl^, he has to leave the chair for a better 
position. When Jupiter and Mercury are 
together in Vrisha Raashi and Moon is in 
the consteBation of Aslesha, the native 
gets a remarkable success in career in his 
14th year. As such, before the end of July 
1991 Jyoti Basu has to be elevated. 
Moreover, we are in the operation period 
of Venus and it will have to bring in a man 
from the East. A person bom in Bombay 
cannot be the Prime Minister. 

Regaring the other leaders, V.P. Singh 
has no ch^ce of becoming the Prime 
\toster either. His vote bank will be 
absolutely empty. His only consolation is 
that his arch enemy, Rajiv Gandhi, will not 
be the Prime Minister. The National Front 
will not be able to become the single 
largest party in Parliament. However, 
some of its constituents, like the Telugu 
DeSiUn, are likely to improve their position 
and mi^t help the Congress in forming 
the government without R^iv Gandhi. 

N.T. Rama Rao will be able to increase 
the number of seats that his p^y had got 
in the last elections. But there is absolute¬ 
ly no duince of his becoming the PM He 
can never become the PM in his life. 

’n» ^P leader, L.K. Advani, cannot be 
the PM either, though he will do very well 
in the coming elections. The other leader 
of the party, Atal Behari V 2 (jpayee’s horo-; 
scope is not picking up eitlWr. If it had 
^ed up by now he would have been the 
PM because it’s a very favourable time for 
h^ party. TTie base of the BJP will expand 
botn qualitatively and quantitatively, 
thou)^ the number of seats captured by it 
will not be equal to its eiqpanded base. 

There is no chance for Chandra Shekhar 
eitlier to become the PM again. He faces a 
great physical risk between May 15 and 
^y 5, and te must take care against this. 

Madhuchanda Dasgupta, Pranay 
Sharma, Lekha Rattanani 
and G.C. Shekhar 





ST THOMAS’ CHURCH 


Built primarily for the boys 
and girls of the old Calcutta 
Free School, it was not until 
many years later that the pur¬ 
poses of St Thomas' Church 
Uituated at 9 Mirza Ghalib 


Street in central Calcutta) 


were changed and it became 
primarily a Parish church. The 
emphasis changed once more 
when the school moved to Kid 


foundation stone of St 


Thomas’ Church was laid on 


Tuesday, April 13,1830, by 
Lady William Bentinck, wife of 
India’s first governor-general. 



The building was completed m 
October 1831 and the church 
was opened to public worship 
on November 1831 by 
Archbishop Corrie, and not un 
til Februaiy 2,1933 was it 
consecrate by Bishop Wilsoa 
The appearance of the 
church was then very diffe¬ 
rent. Its outer walls were sur 


mounted by a clumsy stone 
steeple of the "Sugar Loaf’ 
pattern. This, however, 
roved too heavy for the 
bundation and, in 1878, it was 
replaced with die present one 
wMch is a facsimde of that de 


signed by Sir Christoimer 
men for St Mildred’s Church 
on Bread Street, London. 

Initially the floors of the 
church were of stone, the pre¬ 
sent maiUe paving came much 
later. The eastern walls of the 
sanctuary were situated where 
the present altar rails exist, 
the apse was added only in 
1899. 'The seating arrange¬ 
ments were hxim west to east, 
fodng inwards. The lights, 
too, were vastly different. 

Gas l^ts probably rame in 
the Sixties, m its early times 
the evening service was held 
at 4 as there was no provision 
for lii^ts. The organ was a 
small harmtmium, the present 
pipe organ was installed some¬ 
time around 1924. Despite 
certain disadvantages the 
church was welt attended as it 
was situated in a posh locality. 

During the vice-royalty of 
Sir John Lawrence (1864-69), 
Ifis Excellency and staff 
attended the ^urch service. 

At present the building stands 
in need of urgent repairs. It is 
now ored for and used by a 
medium-size congregation. 























































INNER EYE a Bejdh Dortiwoliq 


l-^RIES 

Maict) 21 —ApfH 20 
JTm Socialising and 
_ adventures, part¬ 
nerships and collaborations, ple¬ 
asure and pain will be your lot 
,thls week. You will love madly 
and crazily. The week will be 
favourable for a business trans¬ 
action. Despite a pleasurable so¬ 
cial round, health will be your 
main enemy. Travel with a stop¬ 
over Is probable. 

AURUS 

I Apmzi—MayZO 

A Home and property, 

_ renovation and de¬ 
coration, buying and selling, 

trading and commission will be 
vital for you. You will have time 
for fun and games despite a 
busy schedule. FInaricially you 
will have monm to play with and 
call the shots. The throat and the 
stomach will trouble you. A 
home away from home or a 
change of scenery Is very likely. 


l] EMINI 

■ May 21—June 20 

~ Expect money and 

- gift, legacy and loans 

this week. In romance, you will 
wine and dine, coo and woo 
most happily. Your health will Im¬ 
prove and you will move about 
very freely. Journey and com¬ 
munication are the highlights of 
the week for you. 


- ^ ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 
^ Qood food, fine 

__ friends, bags of 

money and excellent entertain¬ 
ment are promised this week lor 
Cancerians. Romance will be 
nice and easy, but not hot and 
Important. You could feel a bit 
below the weather. Travel Is Indi¬ 
cated lor work and, paradoxical- 
leisure. Regarding your 
heaith. Jogging, a game of bad¬ 
minton or isiDie-tonnis shouid 
keep the doctor away. 


n Eo 

. July21—AuguWSI 

^ The main trends of 
_the week are ro¬ 
mance, partnerships, marriage, 
divorce, collaborations and jcur- 
ney for Leos. Romance is your 
destiny, specially after the I2th. 
Expend will again be the cross 
you may have to bear. Heal- 
thwlse mam high and lows are 
ipraseen thn week. The second 
week favours travel. 






IRGO 

August 22—Sept 22 
^ You will be introspec- 

- tive. Expenses will 

multiply. Travel is a very positive 
indication. You will be able to 
fuse business and pleasure won¬ 
derfully well. Employed Virgos 
will have a chance to show their 
mettle. A promotion or a job 
switch Is probable. Because of 
over work, a medical check-up is 
advisable. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Mty 12 

Moon-Mercury cor^unction; This 
umon malas you dynamic, vola¬ 
tile. restless and a go-getter. 
Your work will be done. Your 
creativity and enteiprlse will be 
recognised and duw rewarded. 
CoU&orations and foreign con- 
nectlona will be extremely useful. 

May 13 

Moon square Saturn, trine Ura¬ 
nus; There will be swings of 
good and bad fortune. Health of 
pttents and In-taws may cause 
some concern. Journey, eoF 
laboration and publicity ate the 
other strong points, ^se In 
academics and research do very 
weU. 

May 14 

New moon; An excellent year for 
Mertlng ventures, doing some¬ 
thing dIfkMent and exofting, tak- 
(ttg etrtp. attending to the home 
Just a fling. A birth- 
chinoas. 


Itoon tieN0i Jup^^ More 
thoniy'ntd'i, 


-n IBRA 

Sept 23-Oct 22 
* Friendship and sup- 
_ port, love and mar¬ 
riage, buying and selling of a 
house, office and properties 
characterise the week. Romance 
will be beautiful for you. Those In 
trading and business do well. 
Health of elders could tell upon 
your health. Travel will help you 
to pull strings and have happy 
relationships. 

family and relativee are the high¬ 
lights of your birthyear. Those In 
buying, sailing, trading and pur¬ 
chasing do wall. Journey and 
colleboratioln are also in order. A 
year to flex your financial and 
emotional muscles. 

May 16 

Moon sextile Mercury; Those in 
travel, sales, computers, fbod, 
energy and chemioals do won¬ 
ders. An Important journey IS 
also predietad. Children give Joy. 

May 17 

Moon conjunction Venus, 
opposition Uranus; White your 
work win be done, there could be 
some opposition to plans. This 
should not be allowed to inHu- 
enca you unduly. Keep rela¬ 
tionships fluid and correspond 
clearly, it would be Ideal to ex¬ 
pand your orbit of influence; do 
socialise. 

May 18 

Moon cor^imction Mars; This un¬ 
ton makes you daring and crea¬ 
tive. It Is Ume tc reach out to 
people and places. Matters ra¬ 
wed to housing and beautiftoa- 
tton Of the homp or office mHU be 
of mighty importance. A home 
ewm from homi to ffie bonanza 
on into birthdifry. 


CORPIO 

Oct 23—Nov 22 
A new high In status, 

_ prestige and honour 

Is foretold. Do expect a promo¬ 
tion, perks, pelf and power. Ro¬ 
mance will be sidetracked be¬ 
cause work will consume your 
time and energy. Financially this 
is an excellent week. Your health 
will stand up to the tremendous 
pressures and pulls and there¬ 
fore feel free to go right ahead. 

- AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23-Dec 20 
This Is a fine week for 
_ ceremonies, func¬ 
tions, meetings, enterprise and 
publicity campaigns. You will 
love with passion and devotion. 
In finance expect a contract, a 
settlement or a new business 
deal. Your heaith improves and 
thus you will be able to work 
hard. 


- ^ APRICORN 

Dec 21-Jan 19 
^ Loans, legacy, joint fi- 
_ nance, taxes. Insur¬ 
ance, buying and selling, trans¬ 
fers and shifts, are the Important 
indications this week. In ro¬ 
mance, you will love with great 
Intensity and a spirit of sacrifice. 
It is time to make a good invest¬ 
ment or a fast buck. 

-QUARIUS 

J«n20—F»b 18 

Marriage and chll- 

_ dren, boss and home. 

research and experiment will 
help you to make much of this 
week. This is the right time for 
engagement, marriage or ro¬ 
mance. Loans and funds will be 
available so make good use of 
money. Your health improves 
but that of family members will 
cause you some concern. Long 
distance travel and perhaps im¬ 
migration are also the salient fe¬ 
atures tor you. 

- ISCES 

F«b 19—March 20 

The focus is on work, 
_ health, responsibili¬ 
ties and a superior level of ex¬ 
cellence. Secret meetings, open 
and happy courtships are the 
contradictory predictions for you. 
The week promises a lot of lend¬ 
ing, borrowing, buying, selling, 
trading or going in for agency 
ana brokerage. As regards 
health, if you are not careful, you 
could be in a clinic or a hospital. 
An important journey awaits you 
in the next 15 days. 
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The Infant Krishna by Sasanka Pal 
Snakecharmer by Manlk Pal 
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The intemationaUy renowned artistes of 


Kumartuli recently held an exhibition to 


celebrate their dty s tercentenary. 


Uttam Roy froze 


some of the work for postenty 


A jMf artiste and his work by Badal Pal 
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The Bengal famine of 1942 bsr Kanai Pal 







They were organising 
something idee this ater a long 
period of 28 years. And the 
occasion was something they 
had a right to celebrate more 
than anyone , else: Calcutta’s 
tercentenary. The dty that 
owes 80 much to this band of 
clay artistes, renowned for 
the^ clay images of ipids and 
goddesses,who have put Uidr 
little pan called Kiunartuii on 
die world map. 

The Kumartuii Mritshilpi 
Sanskriti Samiti held this ex* 
hibition for a fortnight (April 
19-May 3), which was inaugu¬ 
rated by sculptor Sunil Pal. 
The occasHH) was marked by 
the august presence of Lady 
Rami Muldieijee and Justice 
Mahitosh Miyumdar. 

The most exciting news is 
perhaps their intention to have 
a permanent art gallery at 
Kumartuii which wffl be open 
throughout the year. Even the 
gods would wefoome AatB 







TTXI? ^rSITAV^ 
I H rii 

lAPfE, 
FINALLY! 


I t was a paradox. While the Nandi 
awards of the Andhra Pradesh state 
government overlook^ his sterling 
peifonnanoe in his recent film, Seethara- 
mayagari Maaavaraki (Grand-daughter of 
Seetharamaiya), his nomination fix the 
Dadasaheb Ph^ award came the very 


OneofthelMggest 
superstars of the soi^ 
and arguably one of tfi^ 
finest act(^, too, m 
^gjmmercjk dnema, AT 
Nageswy too was sixth 
time hicky when he was 


a run-down^ A NR s 
career which also 
turns gold 


next day. *1 was tfanDed at not getting the 
state award,” a radier bitter AUrnieni 
Nageswar Rao had said; aid he did not 
hide ins glee when confiding that he had, 
been in the runmng for the sixth consecu¬ 
tive year fix the Dadasaheb Phaflie awwd, 
the highest dnematic honour ai the land. 
For aq actor who has starred in 233 fihns 
in ftwr southern languages (and just one in 


Hindi, Savatna &Bidaiii opposite nearly 62 
heroines, the ixestigious award has come 
at the right thne; ANR, as be is popularly 
known, also completes a 50-year tenure in 
the Tehigu film industry this year, too. 
With a bm-<^ce success rate (tf 80 per 
cent, perhaps on par with his Shiva-bam 
son and current superstar, Nagaijuna. 

Alddnem Nageswar Rao is also known 
as the Tragedy King of India for his 
breathtaking histrianics which set the pot- 
tan in the industry, beginning widi De- 
vdas, then Prenmagar and Me^saa- 
desham. He was always the better artiste 
if a comparison is ever attempted betweai 
ANR and NTR; what ANR l^ed was the 
pomposity of a star and the thunder of a 
superstar which qualities of N.T.Rana 
Rao put soul into the dazzling mythological 
roles he played so often. 

But NTR could never ever achieve die 
level of perfixmance as a lovelorn husband 
or a burnt-out lover which ANR could 
portray efibitlessly. Although both the 
actors represented extreme views, the 
Tdugu producers of fame always brought 
them together on the studio floors to pre¬ 
sent the best of Tehigu cinema for the 
audienre. Hence, in the Fifties and Sixties, 
ANR and NTR became two of the hottest 
seihng ingredients of fibn masab. 

ANR was bom in Venkata Raiduvapur- 
am in Gudivada takika of Krishna distiict in 
1924 and his sensuous looks and d^cate 
physique had been suftabfy used in state 
theatre voups as a child artiste in female 
attire. For nearly a decade in die Telugu 
celukiid world, ANR was popidar for Ms 
historic female role —Bruhaiwab. 
firat Bm, however, was DIamapatai in 
1941 and his latest blockbuster has bem 
Seettaarmafyagan hbaamab- His best 
perfixmance ius been in fafe portrayal of 
characters of Vi|pnnsrayana, Devda$, 
Mahakavi jKalidw, Bhnto Jaidev aod 



AkldMiil Nageswar Rao (centre) witk Rol 
Tendi B am akrishna. 1& eloquent pet' 
fixinanoes fe JBMtearifA Travrifer) eteiiri 
Mm his mrioiame as a wanderte for quite 
sometime. He was agiin cast in the same 
by director Dawri Narayan Rao »- 
cendy in Babudunyw Btehasari which, 
however, flopped. , ^ ' 

Both hTTR and .aNR had a roitting 4^ 
oa the scraea for ttcerty h decade, each 






attempliQ^ to ‘one-up* tbe other. The hi- 
boltbostltyhetweenthemdHliKitevqxK 
inte deqite Ihdr waddng together in the 
same fitan. AMR scored over NTR in the 
role of Aijuna in the mytholo^cals and 
NTR outstoarted ANR as aa innocent lov¬ 
er in At^eswm and Misaaana. The feud 


corpontiaa to acquire the huA aloted to 
the stttfio and degedly not used fer cine¬ 
ma development purpose. The issw, 
however, got chedcmated at the lii^ 
courtiev^ 

While NTR reigned as the uncrowned 
king of mythologi^ and became a god 


fiice to fece with NTR. 

Nageswar Kao is die ally actor fronrtfae 
south to receive the Dadasaheb Phake 
award. The three other recipients from 
tbe south were also Andhraites—B.N. 
Reddy, B. Nagi Reddy and L.V. Prasad- 
but al of them were producers/directors. 



HMy and Mnrall Mohiui in Seetbarmtaiyagatl Muuvanlu 

extended to real fife, toa When NTR mcamate fat h» ad m irers, ANR had an Attbough he did not qieak out erf any 
, entered ixiBtic^ many tried to induct ANR eqtaly emiaUe reputphao at sodai fims. chauvinism for tbe south, he was critical oi 
ittP the' polidcpi hay. Although ANR re- It was his fin, ImuraBaB^-fAl»Ain& tbe comtescendiiqt attitude towards the 
Jnsod^ add! barfed his ddEuences, NTR the haK*«d^ fenabh^^l^ It southern artistes. He had lashed out 

#1 lilDt .Oife of the na^ acts of NTR was Ms te«i;feiber, iMtefeagar, wWch set agsinst the nortbem inqiression of south- 
Mkm’tpMfiigqiKirfiereimafpaweriDdie anoBier tieife fe TdfeiM fiiife wfai^ ern stars as "wig, mascara and paint 
Sfefe Wife ANR NTRwasooeiMMd tpfe^ artistes". It is tbe Booth that had given a 

jfef wMch tlfe j p fee nan eB t Mid saactioned gicab, a fefe of Wimi he acied M feeah fease of fee to the Indhn fin fedas- 

baid. NTR (fed even got the nniiripat eatceled aa an ector even when he was try ml also kept it mfing. More than 60 










per ixnt of UKiniciam ami aalisus n tte rent genre of fihns. He jamed hands with a tourist spots in the dty today, set up in the 

Indian industiy were from the south, he noted dnector. A. Subfaa Rao, and pro- Jubilee Hills valley. However ttie shidio 

had contended in an intennew. He fdt that duoed Sudi Gtmdaki and Mam Pn ,p:inrhan, was a non-starter owing to a lack ttfprcqitf 

the south was yet to its due dure in Both films flopped at the box-oflice, reqxxise fiom Tehigu fim producos in 
national honours. AMR bimaelf has been however, and put an end to the promotion Madras. Most of the films produced in 
honoured with a Parhnashriin 1968 and the of serioos dnema by a superstar. ANR's studu were either Us own or his 

Fadiha VUaishan 20 years later, the sute ANR has also earned the reluct of the son Nagaijuna’s. Ife created bdfities for 

government has honoured him wifli the industry by offering to shift his operations soRk teieserial productions, too, with a 

Raghupatfai Venkayya award last year and to Hyderabad. Although Nllf ^ AIW massive garden adjacent to die sbidio. 

he was given a dMorate and a Kalapra- were beneficiaries of a project by former Despite ANR’s contribution to the pulp 
pooma honour by the Andhra University in Congressfl) dnef minister K. Btalunanan- genre with his Dasara Boltidu, his career 

1977. da Reddy to shift the Teiiigu industry to went downswmg in the late Eighti«. He 

Hyderab^ it was only AMR who took hsd almost considered entering politics as 

*T''hespian ANR was also known far Ms serious measures to set up a fiilUedged tlxi CongessQ) candidate for countering 

i. proAiction ventures through which he studio in die capital. The Annapooma Stu- NTR, Iwt he was dissuaded by his friends 

tried to give die Andhra audience a difie- dio, named aft« his wife, is one of the in the industry. Although he concentrated 


ANR in Raogari IIIu 







Akkineni Nageswar Rao: ‘Superstar of the Social' 


nearly 20 films produced in this period did 
not set the box-office on fire, they were 
not flops either. He did not hesitate to pair 
himsetf in some of the films with his son, 
the current rage. As a character actor he 
seems to have excelled hmself again. 

ANR now appears in Telugu cinema as a 
gram^ther. new image, but one of his 
ambidons remains unfulQled: to play the 
character erf Ramakrishna Paramahamsa to 
symbolise his 50 years in the celluloid 
world. 

T he PhaDce award, ANR told us, “has 
been given for the quality of my films, 
not the quantity”. He felt that the present- 
day themes, centring around crime and 
violence had left little scope for talents like 
him. Hence, he had also cut down his 
acting assignments to one or two films a 
year now. 

ANR is one actor who has not tried his 
hand in direction despite such a fioid of 
expnience. “1 have no aptitude for direc¬ 
tion as I fed that 1 have a lot to learn as an 
actor still My only objective is to never 
turn into an irresponsiUe actor,” he said 
modestly. 

His only regret in fife has been his fai¬ 
lure to rejuvenate meaningftd efoema in 
Tehigu. After Us inhhri firikire wkh Sutb 
Guadaiu and Msfo Prapukimm, be holds 
out that ft was not his mutake as ha could 
gd no producers to acoqrt nelv thenfes or. 


approaches; his producers and directors 
contended that they knew better and many 
scripts were created to erqiioit his perso¬ 
nality and talent. However, critics f^ that 
there was a reason fw his tilting towards 
sodaiism. “ANR was an atheist consi¬ 

dered his mother las deity, an inspiration 
for all his creative work,” explained one 
critic. 

ANR is well known for his 
idiilanthrc^ activities. He has funded a 
college in Gudivada in Krishda district and 
dso set up a chaft in almost all the laaver- 
sities m the state. “It is a sort of wish 
fulfilment bacause of my own lack of |Xop- 
er education in the early stages,” he said. 
UnUe NTR, who is a double graduate, 
ANR is only a matriculate. 

Though he did not go into politics ear¬ 
lier, he is not averse to it now. “VWiy not?” 
he asks, “tiaw that 1 have achieved almost 
everything I wanted in the film industry I 
feel I should try my hand in politics, too." 
But those who know him intimate^ con¬ 
fide that he would never do such a thing 
basically because of his poor health. He 
has to take a medical trip to the US every 
year. 

Despite his sunlren eyes, short stature 
and lack of propah etiquette, ANR's ptgw* 
iarity in real fife match» his screen chans' 
ma. "It is my enthusiasm to team mjch 
mue in fife that keeps me winning ftiends 
and.fens.”* 






REGULAR SHOWS 


• Aayee Milui Kf Raat; Ebte 
(SN Banerm Road, ^lRi3). 
Mooniiaht (T.C DutU Street 


Saram, S5113.1), CKhaya 
PnfoHa Chandra Road, 
Raem (Beha^ta Mam 
Road, 363264), Pnya ffashbehan 
Avenue, 464440), Kahka (Sada> 
nanda Itoad, 478141) 

Directed by Shalqahan and widr 
musir by B^ litan, the flat 
stars Aiiar Man and Neebm. 

• AJooIm; Paradise (Bentmck 
Sti^ 285442), bidsa (Indbi Roy 


254956), Pumasree (Riya Rag Kis 
sen Street 55403J), Bma (Bidhan 
Saian; 311522), Basusree (S.P 
Mttkherjee Road, 484808), 
MadfaiAan ffiegeirt IM) 

Avnash WaAwan and Sbaheen 
are the lead rau* in this Qm, 
ibectedby K Pappu Others ro- 
starraiK are Anupam Khcr, Kui- 
bhushan Kharbanda, Aloknath, 
Arana Irani, Rita Bhadun and 
Pare ah Raw^ The music is by 
Anand Mihnd. 

• AfMU Pyar Ka: Roxy 
(LhormnKhee Place, 2MI^), 
MateslK (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266), Krishna (T C 
DutU Street, 25043/), Mitra 





I UMA* 

W 


Road, 47175'D, Kharaia (Acharya 
hafiilla Chandra Road, 5S2^>— 
dshows. 

A An Shada Hjqioor, star¬ 
ting AffliUbh Bacbchan, Ruhr 
Kapoor, Danple Kapadta, Sonam, 
SbainnH Kapoor and Aoinah Purl 
Hie ffluaic IS by Laxmikant 
PyrueU 

• Beaaaa Badaha: Orient 
(Bentmck Street 281917), Crown 
(Raft Ahmed Kidwai Road, 
244822), Talkie Show House 
(Sabdas Bhadun Street 5^^}, 
Jagat (Acharya PrahiOa Chandra 
Road, 365108), Menoka (Sarat 
C3»ttef]ee Avemie, 410417) 

And Kapoor wid Jidn Omvia ate 
the lead par The Ohn is directed 
by K Ravi Shankar and tlie music 
IS by Laxrmkaiit Pyaielal 

• Raaawtti: New Cmema (Lemn 
Saram, 270147)—4 shows 

Directed by Yash Chauhan, the 
Bm’s mam cast comprises Upasna 
Singh, Anupam Kher, Kirap 
Kumar, Dalqi Tahii and Kader 
Khan The music is by Usha 
KhanruL 

• Sanam Bewafa: Lotos (S N 
Banerjee Road, 242664)—4 
shows 

Salman Klian and debuUnte 
(3iandm pby the lead m this recent 
box-office hit Otfa«s co-starnng 

are new-fmd Kanchan, Puneet 
\ Issar, Pankai Dheer, Daimy and 
i&,i.Pran The him is direct^ by 






A 6kn on the evils of the dowry 
system, starring Sunil Dutt, 
Rekba, Kabir Bedi, ShAti Kapoor, 
Ranjeet Bmdu and debutante 
She^ Die An a directed by 
Sund Dutt and the music is by 
Ravmdrajan 


fU‘ru:.ili \ i^rts 


a Aanaaf'Saatlii: Darpana 
(Bidhan Saram, 558080), Purna 
(S P Middwqee Road. 474567)- 
2 30, 5 JO, 8 15, Prachi (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road, 
mim-2. 5. 7 45 

Directed by SaU Dutta, tlie duef 
attractions ol this film are Aqun 
Chakraborty, Satabdi Roy, Ms^ 
Mitra, RabiGhoee, AbhpitSenand 
Jum Baneigee The aniSK is by 
Mrmal Baneigee 

• Bedcr Mnye iakan: Rupbam 
(BxRian Sarsuu, 553413),' Arana 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 359561), 
Bharati (SP Mukliergee Road, 
474686)—1, 4, 7. 

One of the Uggest hits m recent 
tames, tha Bangladesh (xoducbon 
stars (^hrafpeet and Aiyu (thosh 
Others m the cast are Saiftiddm, 
DBdar, Nase Khan, Abbas, Soimi, 
Anaimka, Subhetidu, Aiiuniath 
and BuBmiL The Qm is directed by 
Matiyur Rehman Panu and the 
musK IS by Abu Taher 

• Knthn OUnm: Radha (Biffiian 
Saram. SSa045>—2 30, 5 30, 8 IS. 

Directed by Ratat Das and with 



Saawan Kumar and the muncw by 
Mahesh KMiar 

• Shikari: Jyoti (Lendi Saram, 
241132)—4 shows 

Mithun Chakraborty, Naseenid- 
dm Shah, Varahi Usgaonfcar, 
Nataitha »d Amrmh Pun cmmriae 
Ihemamcast The An m directed 
by Uroesh Mdm and the music tt 
by AnmiMabk 

• Yeh Aiic Knfe Btribcgi: Met¬ 
ro (Chowim^iee Rond; 2B0141>— 
44hows. 


musK by Agoy Das^ the cast nf this 
fflm ndudeb Prasopit. Ayesha Jul- 
ka, Shakimtala Baraa, Soumitra 
Baneqee and Sukhen 
• Mnhn^thivi: Mmar (Bidhan 
Saram, 552753). Buoli (S.P. 
Mukheiiee Road; 473462), Chha- 
biidiar (Mahatana Gandhi Road; 
3^40)-3, 545, A15 
A Mrinal Sen An. stanmg Vic 
lor Banerjee, SnunutruChniteiiee, 
Qeeta Serb A^ Dutt Aaimia 
Mgpnndar and Apama Son. 












» Prem Pujari; Minar (Bidhan 
larani: 552753), Bijoli (S.P. 
4ukheijee Road; 473462), Chha- 
lighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
1^40)—3 shows. 

Directed by Nandan Dasgupta 
nd with music by Swapan Jagmo- 
an, the film stars Prasenjit, 
iatabdi Roy, Manoj Mitra, 
ieepankar De, Rtyeshwari Roy 
:houdhury and Nimial Kumar. 

Rin Sodh: Sree (Bidhan Sarani; 
51515), Purabi (Mahatma Gandtu 
oad; 350680), Ujjaia (Russa 
oad; 478666)—3 shows. 

Du-ected by Bima! Kumar, the 
Im stars Govinda, Juhi Chawla, 
.ader Khan and Shakti Kapoor. 


I'oriMKn Films 


Cocktail (A): Metro (Chowr- 
ighee Road; 280141 )—4 shows. 
Die Hard 2 (A): New Empire 
^umayun Place; 291299)—12, 3, 

. 8.30. 

The fitai stars Bruce Willis. 
He-Man and the Masters of 
lie Universe; Chaplin (Corpota- 
on Place; 246563)-U shows. 


• Just Married (A): Jamuna 
(Marquis Street; 243715)—4 
shows. 

• Moon in the Gutter (A): 

Globe (Lindsay Street; 296665'— 
4 shows. 

• Police Story 2: Lighthouse 
(Humayun Place: 291051)—4 
shows; Navina (Prince Anwar Shah 
Road; 468091)—12. 3, 6; Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553()45)—2.30, 
5.30. 8.15. 

The film stars Jackie Chan. 


Spot iiil 


12 & 13 May: 3 pm - 8 pm 

Group ’87 presents the 4th ex¬ 
position of recent art works (paint¬ 
ing, graphic and sculpture) of Anita 
Das, Aninesh Chowdhuri, ^an 
Dubay, Bela Karmakar, Kisore 
Chakraborty, Sovan Roy Kaiyilal 
and Vinayak Bhattacharya. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

12-18 May: 6.30 pm 

Kabmdrajanmotsav, organised 
by Rabindra Sadan, features a 
Rabindrasangeet (Piya) session at 


9.30 am and dance-drama Shap- 
mocban, presented by Nupur at 

6.30 pm on 12th; a musit^ fea¬ 


ture, tii Rasim B^kyHridaye, by 
Saptak and a programme of Rabin¬ 
drasangeet on 13th; a Rabindra¬ 
sangeet (Prakrit!) session on 14th; 
a programme of recitation and Kavi 
Sammelan at 6 pm on 15th; recita¬ 
tions and programmes by artistes 
firom Ban^desh on 16th; a Rabin¬ 
drasangeet (Swadesh, Bicliitra and 
Anusthanik) session on 17th; and 
Aamra Sabai Raja by Nntyam, Dui 
Bigha Zaniin (mime) by Mouna 
Mukhar, Mukut by Sishu Rangan 
and group Rabindrasangeet by chil¬ 
dren on 18th. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

12-17 May: 6 pm 

Rabindra Sadan's Rabindrajan- 
niotsar features a programme of 
Rabindrasangeet (Piem) on 12th: 
play Raktakarabi by Prantik 
(Behrampore) on 13th: dance- 
drama Chitrangada oy Aagaami on 
14th; play Frayaschitta by Bhash 
Natya Sangstha on 15th; Bilati 


Gaan 0 Rabindrasangeet bv IV.ib 
ahini on 16th, and dance-drama 
Shyama by Malhar on 17th. 

At Maidan Manch (opp Kabin- 
dra Sadan). 

17 May: 6.4S pm 

South India Club presents the 
Vsha Uthup Show by Usha l.thup 
and the Sound 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

17 May: 7 pm 

Kabyagecti 0 Rabindra¬ 
sangeet —a discussion accompa¬ 
nied by demonstration by Aloke 
Roychoudhury. 

Ax Milan Mandir (APC Road). 

18 May: 6.30 pm 

Anamika presents the Hindi 
play, Bari Buaji, based on Bada! 
Snear's original Hen^b script and 
traislated by Dr Pratibha Agarwai 
Directed by Bimal Lath, the cast 
includes Vinita Rellin. Aiay Chatur- 
vedi, Yogesh Sun. Anna flbai- 
tacharya, Laxmi Prasad, Nutan 
Kumud and Dinesh Thakkar. 

At Kala Mandir [Basement| 
(Shakespeare Sarani; 449086). 


I’lanes 


NOTE: All arrival and departure timaa are for Calcutta. FIguraa In brackata denote the 

daya, 1 being Monday. 


Internation.'il 


;alcutta-Bombay-London-Nuw 
ork: Dap. (2); AI-101 at 0230 
lofflbay-Calcvtta-Bangkok- 
bkyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1915, 
lap. (5): At-306 at 2020. 
ofcyo-Bangfcok-Calcutta- 
lombay: Arr. (6)' AI-309 at 1910, 
lap. (6); AI-309 at 2025 
ondon-Dalhl-CalcutU: Arr (7): 
.1-132/1328 at 1230. 
Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta: An. 
1): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
lap. (4): SU-S36 at 1725. 
Moscow-Tashkant-Kai'achl- 
laicutta-Hanol; Arr. (2): SU-541 
t0640; Dap. (2) SU-541 at 0750. 

Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
aahkant-Moscow: Arr (2). SU- 
42 at 1615; Dap. (2) SU-542 at 
815. 

.mnsan-Calcutta: Arr. (4) RJ-184 
t0645. 

lalcutta-Amman: Dap. (5): RJ- 
65 at 0530. 

Bucharatt-Calcutta-Bangkok: 

,rr. (1). RO-063 at 1115, Arr, (6). 
10-063 at 1045; Dap. (1) RO-063 
11230, Dap. (6): RO-063 at 1200. 

BangkoK-Calcutta-Bucharaat; 
rr. (1, 6): RO-064 at 2015; Dap. 
I. 6): RO-0S4 at 2130, 
alcutta-SIngapora; Dap. (2): 
Q-416 at 1130 and Dap. (4); SQ- 
20 at 1310. 

Ingapora-Calcutta: Arr. (2): SO- 
16 ai 1025 and Arr. (4): SQ-420 at 
210 . 

aiculta-Bangkok; Dap. (2. 4, 7): 

;-731 at 0900; Dap. (1, 3, 6); TQ- 
14 at 1355. 


Bangkok-Calciitta: Arr. (2, 4, 7): 
iC-732 at 1500; Arr, (1, 3, 6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutla-Kathmandu: Dap (2, 4, 
6, 7); IC-747 at 1600; Dep, (1, 5): 
RA-214 at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (2. 4, 
6, 7) 10-748 at 1930; Arr. (1. 5): 
•RA-213 at 1355. 

Calcutta-Ohaka; Dap (1, 3, 5. 6): 
IC-723 at 1340; Dep. (dally); BG- 
092 at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 
DhakaHCalcutta: Arr (1, 3, 5, 6): 
IC-724 at 1600; Arr. (daily). bQ- 
091 at 1140 and BG-093 at 1855. 
Calcutta-Chntagong; Dep (2, S)’ 
BG-698 at 1950. 

Chittagong-Calcuna: Arr ( 2 . 5) 
BG-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Parc: Dep (2). KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2). KB-105 at 0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2) Al¬ 
lot at 0230. 

Dami-CalcutU: Arr. (1) AI-1328 
at 1230. 

Indian Airtinaa ■■■■■ 

Calcutta-Osihl: Dap (daily): 10- 

263 at 0700 and 10-402 at 1750; 
Arr. (daily): 10401 at 1205 and 10- 

264 at 2235. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
10-176 at 0900 and 10-273 at 2000; 
Arr. (daily) tO-274 at 1900 and 10- 
175 at 0800. 

Calcutta-Madrat: Dep. (1,2,3,4, 
5, 7); IC-765 at 1700, Dep. (6): 
10-265 at 1700; Arr (1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
7); 10766 at 2210, Arr. (6). IO-266 
312205 


Printed here Is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
Is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Alrllnea 
In the preaa. For asalatanca, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 262546, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1. 2 ,4, 
6. 7): 10-771 at 0620; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 
6. 7 : 10-772 at 1200. 
Caicutla-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Otlhlr Dep (daily)' 10- 
410 at 0615 

Oslhl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranehl- 
Calcutta; Arr, (daily): 10-409 at 
1545. 

Calcutts-Guwahati; Dep. (daily). 
10-229 at 1340. Dep. (1, 3, 5, 6): 
10-729 at 0730; Arr, (daily): 10-230 
at 1630. Arr. (1. 3, 5. 6): IC-730 at 
1030. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dally); 
10-741 at 0835 and 10-743 at 1330; 
Arr. (daily): 10-742 at 1055 and 10- 
744 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Port Blair; Dep. (2.4.6): 
IC-2B5 at 0530, Arr (2, 4. 6) 10- 
286 at 1000. 

Calcutta-Poft Blalr-Car Nicobar: 

M ; 10-287 at 0530; Arr. (1): 
It 1220. 

Calcutta-Tszpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dap. (2, 4): 10-213 at 
1130, Dep. (3. 5. 7). 10-213 at 
0600; Arr. (2, 4): 10-213 at 1525, 
Arr (3, 5, 7); 10-213 at 0955. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (1); 10- 
221 at 1300, Dap. (2. 3, 4, 5. 6, 7): 
10-221 at 1100; Arr. (1): 10-222 at 
1520, Arr. (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)' 10-222 
at 1320. 


Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep (2, 3.4. 
5, 6, 7); 10-201 at 1400: Arr (2, 3, 
4, 5. 6, 7): 10-202 at 17.30 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily): IC-255 at 0610; Arr. (daily) 
IC-256 at 1050. 

Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur- 
Calcutta: Dep (1. 3. 5, 7) fC-257 
at 1130; Arr, (1,3, 5, 7), 10-257 at 
1510. 

Calcutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 6) lC-269 
at 1650; Arr (3. 5, 6)' lC-270 at 
2040. 

Calcutta-Bhubanaawar: Oep (1. 
2. 4, 7): 10-269 at 1650; Arr (1,2. 
4. 7): 10-270 at 1910 
Caicutta-Hydsrabad: Dep. (i, 2, 
4, 7). 10-277 at 1720; Arr (1, 2, 4. 
7). 10-278 at 2210 
Calcutta-Vishakapalnam- 
Madnt: Dep (1.2. 4. 6)' IC-542 at 
1000 . 

Madras-VIshakapatnam- 
Calcutta: Arr (1, 2,4, 6)-10-541 at 
0916 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kallaahahar: 

Dep. (2,4). PF-729 at 0710; Arr (2, 
4): PF-730 at 1120. 
Calcutta-Shillong-Agartala- 
Calcutts; Dep. (i, 3,5,6). PF-701 
at 0710. Dep (7) PF-701 at 1210; 


' No traffic rights on Catcutta-Shsijah-Calcuna and Calcuna-Karactn-Tashkem-Cateuna. -- No iraHic nghis on Calcutta-Bangitok.Cal(.utt3 





Arr (13 5 b) PF 702 dt 1120 
Arr (7) PF 702 at 1620 
Calcutta-Agartata-Sllchar Dep 
(7) PF 729A at 0710 Arr (7) PF 
730Aat 1140 


Calcutta-Jamahadpur Dap (1 2 

3 4 5 ^ PF-717at0630 Dap (2 

4 6) PF-717A at 1330 Arr (1 2, 

3 4 5 6) PF-718 at 0825 Arr (2 

4 6) PF-718Aat152S 


Calcutta-Ajartala-Alzawt Dap 
(2 4 6 ff-705at0855 Arr (2 

4. 6 7) PF.706 at 1300 
Caleutta-Agartala-Alzawl- 
Calnitla. Dep (1 3 5) PF-70SA 


at 1250 Arr (1 3 5) PF-706A at 
1635 

Calcutta-Cooch Bahar Dep (1 
3 5) PF-707 at 0855, Arr (1,3,5) 
PF-70eat1150 


I fiiins 


Dapartura 

EASTERN RAILWAY Amvd 

Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Tima 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Ddlri-Kalka Mdl 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mdl 

805 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mdl vw Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (New DaM) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanaal 

1800 

2382 



Dap—Tuaa, Thura 8 Sal 

Arr—Wed Fri A Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Ahr-Cond. (New DdM) Ex- 
praaa via Palna 

1800 

2304 



Dep—Mon Wad Fri A Sun 
Arr—Mon Tuaa Thura A Sat 



2301 

16-00 

ReglMnl Expraaa 5 daya a 

11-30 

2302 



Dep—Mon Tuaa Thura Fri A 
Sun 

Arr—Tuea Wad Thura Sd A 
Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (dammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
praaa Trt-Wkly 

Dep-Tuaa Fri A Sat 

Arr—Tuaa Wad A Sd 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

1315 

Purbanehal (Qorakhpur) Ex¬ 
praaa 

Dep—Mon A Thura 

Arr—Thura A Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

2305 

Doon Expraaa via Gmnd 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Tootan Ex¬ 
praaa via Main Line 

18-15 

3006 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Odhi Expraaa via Mdn Una 

8-10 

3012 

3030 

20 55 

DdM JatHrta Expraaa via 
Mdn Una 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MHhlla ExpraM 

500 

3022 

2557 

600 

Kanchanlunga E iraaa 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-36 

Kamrup (Ouwahati) Expraaa 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamcnd Eiqiiaaa 

21-25 

3318 

3020 

17 15 

CodfMd Expraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Darmpur Eqpraaa 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North BHiar Expraaa 

Dep—Wednaaday 

Arr— Friday 

11-10 

3028 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Trinddy Expraaa 
Dep—Tuaa Thura A Sat 

6-00 

3072 



An—Mon Thura A Sd 



3015 

9-55 

Santinikalan Expraaa 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambd (Gwalior) Tri- 
waakly Suparfad Expraaa 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thura Sd A Sun 

An—Tuea Wed A Thura 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indora) Expraaa 
Det^Tuea A Wad 

7-30 

1172 



An—Sat A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) Ex¬ 

7-30 

3328 



praaa 

Dep A An—Mon A Fn 



5049 

22-25 

Qorakhpur Expraaa 

Dep A An—Sunday 

10-40 

SOSO 



Saaldah 



3143 

1900 

Oar|adlng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Expraaa 

Jammu-Tawl Expraaa 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mudhd Sard Expraaa via 
SBO Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Expraaa 

10-25 

3104 

5185 1 

1SM0 

Chhapia Expniaa Tri weakly 

Dep A An-^ed Fri A Sun 

400 

5186 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up Tima Howrah Tima Dn 


6003 

20-40 

Madraa Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mdl via Nagpur 
QHanlaH (Bem^) Erqmaa 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

54)5 

6033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandd (Madraa) Ex¬ 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

praaa 

BMgdore Expraaa 

Dap—Tuaa 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Bted Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

lapd Expraaa 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambdpur Eimraaa 

Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

805 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Puri Expraaa Via Cuttack 

500 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannalh (Puri) Expraaa Via 
Nara| 

Dhaull (Bhubanaewar) Ex¬ 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

21-20 

2822 



praaa 



8079 

23-20 

^rupdl Expraaa 

415 

6060 

8045 

11-10 

Ead Coad (Hyderabad) Ex- 

pfSM 

1455 

6048 

8017 

1845 

Purulla Expraaa 

Dep—Except Saturday 

11-20 

6018 



An—Except Sunday 



2602 

22-35 

QuwahaU - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Cantral Expraaa 

Monday only 

22-15 



1410 

Trivandrum Cantral - Howrah 
- Quamhatl Expraaa 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


1410 

Cochin Hartiour Tarmlnua- 
Quamhatl Weakly Expraaa 
(via Viaakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thuraday only 

1345 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

QuwahaM-Cochln Harbour 

22-15 

— 



Tarmlnua Weakly Expraaa 
(vw Howrah A Viaakhapatnam) 





Saturday only 



2652 

22-35 

Ctichin Harboui Tanninua 

13-45 

2661 



Supartad Expraaa (via 
VtaakhapatnamA Madraa) 





Dap— Fn A Sun 

Arr—Tuaa A Fri 



2674 

22-35 

OuwahaM-Bangdom CRy 
Waddy Expraaa (via Ho«^ 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wadnaaday only 




1410 

Bangalora Ctty-OuwahaU 
waddy Fxpraaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

1345 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna Cochin Harbour Tar^ 
mbiua waaUy Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thuraday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochbi Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Palna WoaMy Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnaaday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: For round the dock Information of Eaatam Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 203648-84 for In-comliM Iralna, 30383844 for 
all ethar Information. For Information Aout raaarvaUoiw on 
Eaatam and South Eaatam Rallwaya tralna, did 203800 (from 0 
am to 0 pm on woakdaya and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundaya and 
gazattad holldaya). 






STANDOUT ACTI Wtiat can you draw to co mp lata Iho amazing 
balancing act abovoT Add connacting llnaa 1 to 2 to 3, a(c 


• SIT COM) Srt on the floor knees drawn up close to 
your body feet resting flat on soles Now fold arms and 
try to stand up without any help 


HOCUS-POCUS 


rE2ii]i 


RiftS 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least s« differ 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers with those below 
poMMi w euoo uieeo sci 9 lueisjip w JSqumN t Buissnu 
tidoosg s MUHuiiitiisiper e Uuissiueueis Z jeneiussiMog t fscueMuio 


WRITER'S CAMPI 

One of the five five letter words— 
CRAMP—IS already in place In this 
word square How quickly can you 
find the rest’ 

Definitions 

1 Take part in a parade 

2 Clear, sky-blue colour 

3 Rustic, as opposed to urban 

4 Hamper one s style (already 
Inaartad) 

5 LamN assistanea to some 
one In need 

Remember a word square con 
sisls of woids th'>t read the same 
both across and down wih 
S dtimo V lunu G wuv S I 


a RACK BRAINSI Thrw of 
IS numberdd pool balls aro 
in tha rack bolow Thoy 
total 36 You ara ehal- 
langad to poaition tha ra- 
maining 12 balla so that 
tha fiva balls on aaeh side 
of the rack also total 36 
Balls aia numbarad 1-15 
and each numbor appears 
Just once Can you coma 
up With an answer? 


1.1 s s 01 > I II y 1 e SI Miwi 
Bmiuuoo put 001 It 8 tJtid At* I 


. 


FUNSPOT 






‘6'v H 


NET QAINIA fish In a net Is worth two m a stream - unless H lumps 
out Add these colors 1—Bed 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—U brown 
5—Flesh tones 0—U groan 7—Ok brosm S—Ok green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points ter using ell the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

DISPERSE 

THEN score 2 pomis tech for ell 
words of four tetters er mere 
found emong the letters 

Try le scere et leest N pelnts 

«M peds auiocoMi •NKCOd 



































.^j^piQUIZ o Neil O'Brien 


IIUi OuMfton; Wh«r« did Somerset 
Meughsm mt the title for his book 77w 
Uoon end S/xperrce from? (Devi Prasad 
V, 38 Rangan Street, T Nagar, Madras 
600017) 

4ns: it was taken from a review of his 
earlier novel Of Human Bondaga In the TInwa LItarary 
Supplamant^So busy yearning for the moon that he 
never saw the sixpence st his fMt”. 



J .K. Joseph, Siliguri, has 
questions on some 
national anthems. 

The concept of a national 
anthem is a relatively young 
tradition. It has been only 
just Over 200 years that 
countries have felt a need to 
unite around a single stirring 
melody as an audio substi¬ 
tute for the 1139. 

A really stimng anthem is, 
La Marseillaise. Actually, the 
song should more properly 
be called La Strastiourgaise. 
It was written in 1792 by 
Captain Claude-Joseph 
Rouget de Lisle, an army en¬ 
gineer based in Strasbourg. 
The town’s mayor commis¬ 
sioned him to write an 
energetic tune for the troops 
to march to, and he dashed it 
olf in an evening. Two 
months later, it was on the 
lips of a battalion of volun¬ 
teers from Marseilles as 
they trooped into Paris and 
proud Frenchmen have been 
standing tall when it has 
been played ever since. A 
couple ofyears ago, Paris 
pop star Serge Gainsbourg 
recorded a reggae version 
called AuxArmes Etcetera 
and rightists practically lyn¬ 
ched him for his disrespect. 
France's kids, on the other 
hand, bought 400,000 
copies and the disc was 
named record of the year. 

The best known of all the 
world's anthems is probably 
Britain's 'God Save the 


Queen’ (or King, depending). 
The words and music date 
back to the 1600s but it was 
first officially played for royal- 

K on September 28,1745 by 
e orchestra of the Drury 
Lane Theatre after the cur¬ 
tain had rungdownon a per¬ 
formance of Ben Johnson’s 
The Alchemist. George II 
was in the royal box and 
soon it became the custom 
to strike up the patriotic 
melody whenever he 
appeared. 

VIP's visiting Georgian 
Britain went away impressed 
with this stand-and-deliver 
idea and, in rapid succes¬ 
sion, the 'God Save the King' 
melody became unofficial 
anthems for Switzerland, 
Sweden, Russia, Denmark 
and Germany. Itis still Liech¬ 
tenstein's official anthem. In 
the US, the anti-royal colo¬ 
nials rewrote the tune as 'My 
Country Tis of Thee.' Many 
Commonwealth countries 
play the anthem as a mark of 


respect on the occasion of 
royal visits and to honour 
their war dead who perished 
for king and osuntry. 

Australia resorted to a ple¬ 
biscite in 1977 to select a 
new national anthem. 'Walt¬ 
zing Matilda' had long been 
the country's unofficial 
anthem but purists did not 
like its Aussie slang or the 
fact that it honoured a sheep 
stealer and owed its heritage 
to a Scotish folk song first 
adapted for Australians by 
'Banjo' Paterson at a horse¬ 
race in 1895. The winner 
turned out to be ‘Advance 
Australia Fair.' It was not un¬ 
scathed, however: feminists 
managed to ram through a 
quick rewrite which elimin¬ 
ated lyrics about loyal sons, 
replacing them with unisex 
phrases instead. 

It took Canada 17 years of 
post-World War II political 
debate and fourteen sepa¬ 
rate pieces of legislation be¬ 
fore It belatedly settled on ‘O 
Canada' as its anthem. The 


tune is French-Canadian in 
origin and dates back to 
1880 when it was first sung 
at a banquet in Quebec City. 
Its author had been a Union 
Army musician during the 
American Civil War and a 
minstrel show orchestra con¬ 
ductor on Broadway. 

The new anthem has both 
English and French lyrics, 
reflecting Canada's twin cul¬ 
tures. When it was first offi¬ 
cially sung in Ottawa for 
Canada's 113th birthday, 
fierce debate raged as to 
which language should be 
used. The Solomon-like de¬ 
cision was to split the choir in 
two, half singing in French, 
the rest in Engiish, with the 
result that the audience 
could not understand a word. 

Possibly the strangest 
national anthem is that of the 
Netherlands. It dates back to 
1568 and is a sad lament 
about the defeat of Wiliam of 
Nassau. Each of the 15 
verse begins with a letter 
which collectively spell out 
his name and in its lyrics, 
Dutchman William proudly 
declares that he is a loyal 
subject of the king of Spain! 

Denmark has two 
anthems; one for the King, 
another for the people. The 
Germans sing only the third 
verse of their national song. 
Japan’s four-line anthem 
from 1888 is so short, it is 
customary to sing the same 
verse twice. 


QUESTIONS 


working on inbicate rasaw 
puzzles? (Anjlinava Oatta, 
Calcutta 31) 

2) What is back slang? 
(^hello Mazoomdaar, 
wral) 

3) Which poet's cocker 
spaniel was kidnapped 
and ransomed thrice? 
(Subrata Haidar, Hooghly) 

4) Which community repre¬ 
sents 52%, 24%, 18%, 

5% and 1% of the total 
respective population of 
Turkey. Iran. Iraq, Syria 

U&R?(RahmatAII, 
14) 


S) Who said, "If a man will 
begin with certainties he 
shall end in doubts; but if 
he will be content to begin 
with doubts he shall end in 
certainties"?'(Anuradha 
Acharya, Kharagpur) 

a What is hytephobial 
anoj Kumar Singh, Pat- 
ratu) 

7) What is the lowest mar- 
oinofvictoryinaLok 
Sabha election? (Kumar 
Shakti Shekhar, Delhi) 

D Why was Margaret 
tnatcner nicknamed 
'Tina'? (Sabyasachi Day, 
Burdwin) 

9) Which Is the only Hitch¬ 
cock film to vdn the Oacar 


tor best film? (Swstansu 
Sekhar Dash, Jharsuguda 
21 

10) For sumo wrestlers 
what is MamshI? (San- 
jeev Kumar Singh, Ourga- 
pur4) 


ANSWERS 


'seuiR 

^o)t'-wm6|jouins)o 
isfBM SMt punojB peddBiM 
pue seuii) g pepioj epyw 
U Z pue 6uoi sp/eA 01 mop 
u|0| leuoRueAuoo 1 ^ (qi, 
BooaqeyJi 
.eAiieuieveousi 
aieiu.. JO) spurns .eujjL, (9 


-Ajopm uoipeja s.eipuj u| 
isaMoi sj MOiMM 4|uo setOA 
X|8 Aq Buqes >|01 MtuiN -KV 
uojpeie egi u| [bau tseieeu 
siupeiee^spBut; 
eiuBH>i'4uosatoAxi 
peMonoi Duieq )0 ieej (9 
-uooeg 8|suai;j (g 
'Atiunujujoo )iP!PJn>j eiu. (y 
'MMld 

peiiBOSBMfiopeqi'CM 
-UMOjg toJJBg (e 

'sqjod jq do|6 ‘Aoq jq 
qoA ‘6|d jQi d|o ‘6'e :pei^ 
•SnssimuoRBtounuoid 
eip u8a| 6 pue spje/KUjOBq 
b^attoDUjeqAqpesjnS 
-8|paiB$pJOMqO|l|MU| 
to&B JO uo&ef to uuq vr {2 

•limeqBzeueenou 




























PIP AHCHI6 AaK)MA /WATTBR OP 
VOUTOTHE XWCT.HePlP. . 
eWNCE r 


X THOUGHT He MtSHTAFTWe 
J TURNEP-HIM COWN. > 


mi 


AttCHIE ANPPEW& YOU MAKB 
f\MB GO /MAP r COULP SPtT. 


AT PtfiSST I WA« exCITEP ^ 
9ECAU9E YOU AEKEP/ME TO. 
THE PANCe. 


THEN £ FOUNP OUT THAT 
YOU A$kEP ME ONLYPBVKUSE 
t^irOA/tCA TWMea YOtfPO¥m/ 


'"m 


n 












fe1iit0jiiE>i)T 


lied 




MAcyiSe VIE BETTER 
GO To ^P,PE^R-- 
T^ESE PEOPLE ^>1 
MAkY WAKT ^ 

TO QO i^OAAE 


rnmi 




WHOA / 

CAtMDowN; ts 

THAT KOV/ EMO 
TH 6 OKE THAT 
GOT AWAY WAS? 




tsiO,THE OHE 
e»EH\HP ME / 




im 
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% .S'^ 1 ^ 7 ;^ //o« 5 c*, off M. Missanji Road, Marol, A ndhcri (E), Bombay 400 039. 











HeCan^t 


It was a fine Siaiday mom- 
ink when I had break&st 
:With ‘The Challenger’, 
Mamata Baneijee (Swch 
•24). For a dianj^, the meal 
tasted nice. 

The next week I found 
myself studying The Art 
and Craft of Franab 
Mnkhetjee’ (Match 31). 
And got a little bored. 

To my surprise, after a 
gap of another week, I saw 
die revival of Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray (‘Can He Do 
It?’, April 14). 

Please keep in mind that 
the same food served a;^ 
and a^ can taste insipid 
even n otherwise delicious. 
SabyaMChi Chatterjee, 
Calcutta 

a It is pathetk to see die 
Colour Magazine being 
turned into a poHticai maga¬ 
zine. Your cover stories on 
politicians may be a feast to 
some politically interested 
. readers, but hot to general 
readers tike me. 

Debashia Sen, 

Calcutta 

■ Yes, S.S. Ray can de¬ 
finitely do it. Hck has 
already launched a stiff 
diaOenge to this bunch of 
huixisU- The condi¬ 


tion of West Btmgal today 
is s^ that not evrni Cod 
can improve it in five years. 
The ruins of the put 14 
years should be preserved 
so as to remind us how 
Jyoti Basu has plundered 
the state. 

Ray’s return to West 
Bengal is like. Lord Rama’s 
return to Ayodhya after his 
14 years’ exile. 

Rakesb Verna, 

Calcutta 

■ Certainly not, he can’t do 
it Not with his tarnished 
image and record of 1972 
killings, Emergency exces¬ 
ses of 1977 and his two 
^rious defeats in succes¬ 
sion in the West Bengal 
Assembly elections. 

N. Bose, 

Madras 

a I think die decision to 
appoint S.S. Ray the 
PCC(D chief was too sud¬ 
den and too late. It was a 
clear gamble on Rajiv Gan- 
cUii's part to do that as the 
h^t of the elections began 
to generate. 

On the other hand, Ray 
has rpme back to West 
Bengal after a long period 
brin^ widi him memor¬ 
ies of the Emergency. 
However, he has the alnlity 
and should not be treated 
as a pushover. 

Sanoeep Dasgupta, 
Routkeia 


Sktdhartha Shankar Ray; Hope *91? 




■ Dumping S.S, Ray on 
West Bengal at tlw lldi 
hour is yet another folly of 
Rsjiv GazHfiu. West Ben¬ 
gal's electorate are con-‘ 
scious literates and not 
those with a herd mentality 
as in Bihar, UP, MP and so 
cm. 

The main cause of the 
waning popularity of the 
Congressd) in West Ben¬ 
gal has been its high com¬ 
mand’s practice of imposing 
decisions and leaders on its 
defied field workers. 

Ray’s long absence from 
West Benjgm's poUtkal are¬ 
na resulting in a lack of 
knowledge about the ability 
and competence of the pre¬ 
sent party woikers is 
bound to ftustrate the Con- 
gressQ)’s bid for a revival. 
Taj Singh Lakhmna, 
Chairman, Bihar Sick In- 
dustres Association, Patna 

■ It's die man who matters 
most and it’s experience 
that counts the most. With 
the reemergence of Sid¬ 
dhartha Shankar Ray, West 
Bengal politics seems to be 
poised for a big leap for¬ 
ward. 

B.K. Gntgiitia, 

Vidyasagar (Bihar) . 

■ One thing that we have 
to admit is diat'S.S. Ray is 
a honest man. There may 
be other allegations against 
him, but in honesty, he 
gets full marks. 

He was probably the 
onh^ chief minister who set 
urn an inquiry commisskm 
(the Wan^ Commission} 
to {irobe the alleged cor¬ 
ruption of his own miifis- 
ters daring his regime 
(1972-77). 

Hiese is no doifot that 
afti^ Ikr B.C. Rtiy, it was 
Ray Whb did smnediing 
positiye for West Bengal 

sbpviblu Bakild, 

Cafoutta ' 

' % Tktt^ lot Bte fo^ess- 
, ivnco^ftoboaS.S. Ray 
' 'item. 
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■ w Politics is not just 
business now; it’s 
showbusiness, too. Featuring 
some of the glittering giants in 
the fray this time. 


Overworked Japanese 
have now turned relaxation 
into business. A report. 


18 


■ Wall writings have 
aJwm held a pride of place in 
foe Bengpli’s heart. A 
photofeature on this time’s poll 
graffiti. 


SECTIONS 



20 70ays 

23 Junior Whirl 

24 Quiz 

25 Comics 

30 Candid Camera 








T he trains in Tokyo stop running at 
midnight, it is said, only because 
Japanese workers need a mandato¬ 
ry lime to start journeying home. 

Tire average Japanese “salaryman” 
works 2,100 hours a year, contpan'd to 
1,900 hours tor the American business¬ 
man and 1,600 for the CJerman, according 
to Ja|jan’s Ministry of International I'rade 
and Industry Japanese workers take 
much less time off every year than their 
American and (lerman counterparts Six- 
day workweeks are routine. 

So it is perhaps natural in a high tech 
country where money can buy virtually 
anything that an entin* industry has emer¬ 
ged to sell one thing, relaxation. One com 
pany has (*vep adapted methods that 
were developed to treat stressed out US 
Vietnam War veterans 
“It IS only within the last five years that 
people here have been talking about 
stress,” says counsellor Masayoshi 
Hanami. 

In recent inonllis the Jap,m«‘se have 
been debating the scientific validity of a 
new, disturbing jihenomenon “death by 
overwork ” 

Hanami s<-es about 4(K) clients a 
month, mostly women, at his clinic in 
Tokyo’s hectic (iinza shopping district 
He offers a combination of biofeedback jj. 
techniques and old-fashioned therapy. | 
“People come to talk,” he says. But if ^ 
such therapy doesn’t help, Hanami places | 
his clients in what he calls his “capsules ” ^ 
Bach capsule is essentially an armchair I 
with a fancy hood, equipped with soft. 
New Age music interspersed with the 
sounds of breaking waves or chiniing 
birds 

Wires ran from a person's fingertips 
and forehead to s computer, which inoni 
lors the pulse and the brain’s alpha 
waves, electneal rhyfihms associated 
with a slate ot wakeful relaxation A read¬ 
out of sires', levels is displayed on a com¬ 
puter screen throughout the session. 

“People are like balloons,” Hanami 
?ays. “If you put pressure on them, they 
.'xplode. Japanese people now have a lot 
>f stress from their way of life.” Job com- 
letition is extremely intense and commut- 
ng averages two to three h<»urs every day. 

Many younger, irendier Japanese are 
urning to the Brain Mind Gym in 
Tokyo’s night-life district, Roppongi. 
‘Our customers enjoy their fast-paced 
ives, and they don’t want the excitement 
0 stop,” says Takehiro Ohta, a company 
ipokesman. “They just want to slow 
lown every now and then.” 

To do that the gym provides special 
toggles that flash in sync with pulsating 
dectronic music. The concept was develo- 
led about 20 years ago by an American 
esearcher to soothe the shattered ner 
'es of Vietnam veterans. 



for a mental workout gym members 
ret line in sot! leather chairs and cover 
theni'-elves with blankets Ihe lights and 
music start throbbing slowly at first, then 
speed up lo a diz/ying velocity, fonning 
patterns on the eyelids and creating an 
almost hypnotic stale 
“The idea,” Ohta says, “is that stress 
conies from an imbalance between th<' 
right and left sides of the brain. The lights 
and music balance the brain.” 

Most of the gym’s 3,300 members are 
men. llie average customer is in his late 
20s and visits three times a week for half- 
hour sessions. ’Tokyo moves very fast,” 
Ohta says. “It’s easy to lose yourself. This 
machine helps you find yourself. There is 
a lot of pressure now from technolog>. It 
is better to solve these problems with 
machines ” 

'I'hose who prefer a mon- traditional 
way of relaxing may di op by Sleep Cultu¬ 
re Gallery Alpha, owned bv a bed-linen 
manufacturer “We try to promote a dee¬ 
per understanding of sleep.” says 
spokeswoman Kazue Ishii. “We feel 
people should sleep more.” 

Ishii, 23, says the gallery attracts about 
■fiO visitors a day. most of whom complain 
they are overworked and cannot sleep 


well. 'Iliey seek techniques for improving 
their few hours of slumber. 

The average Japanese workei, accord¬ 
ing to government statistics, gets bet¬ 
ween six and seven hours of sleep on 
weeknights. 'ITiis stems from a time- 
honoured practice of working from 9 am 
to about 8 pm every day, and then sjieiid- 
ing the evening eating and drinking with 
colleagues. 

Ishii says she recommends breathing 
exert ises and stietching before sleeping. 
She also suggests the best temperature 
for bath water and the type ot music to 
play. If these techniques do not work, the 
cfimpany has a relaxation room- a plush, 
soft, soundproof nest witluiut corners. 
Visitors lie back in comtortable chairs 
and watch imagt's of mountains and 
flowers on a movie screen They listen lo 
electronic music that Ishii says has bt-en 
scientifically engineered lo stir up alpha 
waves. 

Government analysts and accountants 
can. say what they will about the reasons 
behind the slower economic growth pre¬ 
dicted in japan this year. One cause may 
be that Japanese workers are just plain 
pooped 

(Nalionnl 6'eograp/iic News Service) 
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TALKING SHOP 


GETTING THE BOOTH 


I t was Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray, of ail people, who 
aroused my interest in poli¬ 
tics in the mid-Fifties. Before 
that politics had a very low 
priority in our scheme of 
things. That year, Ray had left 
Dr B.C. Roy’s Cabinet in a huff 
and resigned his Assembly 
seat. In no time he was, 
however, returned to the 
Assembly as an Indepc^ent, 
backed by the Left parties. 

Since then Ray has left and 
joined the Congress a number 
of times and, this year, at the 
ripe old age of 72, he is leading 
the Con^ressfl) against the 
CPI(M) m the ensuing elec¬ 
tions. 1 still remember Ray’s 
fulminations to newsmen about 
one of his senior colleagues, 
and that newspaper report 
first created my interest in 
politics and elections. 

I have seen quite a few elec¬ 
tions as an agent of a political 
party, as a presiding officer 
and also as a newsman. All said 
and done, there is nothing to 
be cynical about our election 
process although there are 
quite a few loopholes in the 
system which, if properly plug¬ 
ged, would guarantee a free 
and fair poll. 

I was under 21 when I was 
first assigned an election 
agent’s job. Naturally I was not 
yet a voter. But that did not 
prevent me from representing 
the p^ I supported those 
days, inside the polUng booth. 
Some of the voters who fre¬ 
quented the booth more than 
once were not challenged at 
all. However, one young fel¬ 
low who was perhaps not 
properly briefed by his elders, 
blurted out at the slightest 
objection that he had been sent 
inside by the dadas. When 
probed further, the poor fellow 
broke down. 

Those days the Left parties 
were divided into myrrads of 
fictions which naturally helped 
the Congress to win ^ elec¬ 
tions in a big way. I still re- 
nember the counting day after 
die 1957 Assembly polls when 
Dr B.C. Roy won from the 
.'entral Calcutta constituency 
only by a narrow margin and 
iiat, through postal ballots. 
ITiose days nobody talked of 
‘scientific, rigging” or “booth 
tapturing”. But a prominent 


central Calcutta Congress 
leader (who is now over 80) 
lud developed a novel method 
to put the opposition parties in 
difficulty. This gentleman 
would not hesitate to use 
police vans to carry opposition 
ca(fres and poU material to far- 
off places like Diamond Har¬ 
bour or Kakdwip on the eve of 
elections. The measure was 
surefire since without voters’ 
lists and party workers the 

S ition can^dates found it 
It to function on the poll¬ 
ing day. The unique method, 
however, had one snag—in 
one of the byelections the 
opposition parties followed it, 
putting the Congress in an un- 


Tanin Ganguly on 

how the concept of 
scientific rigging 
has changed over 


the years 



savoury situation. 

In the 1972 Assembly elec¬ 
tions as well as in the post- 
Emergency 1977 polls, both 
the Congre.ss and the Opposi¬ 
tion devised various measures 
to win. In fact, in the 1972 


polls, the CPI(M) had no other 
choice but to withdraw its 
candidates as the Congress 
had outwitted it in booth¬ 
capturing and scientific rig¬ 
ging. Both the camps have no 
business shouting from the 
rooftops now in support of free 
and fair elections since, given 
the slightest chance, both 
sides would spare no pains to 
rig the elections. 

I n the 1962 elections, which 
were spread over three 
days, I had the first opportun¬ 
ity to be a presiding officer in 
I’urulia district which had just 
then merged with West Bengal 
from Bihar. The returning 
officer, who also happened to 














BARTER BANK 


be the district magistrate, had 
briefed us that no matter how 
the elections were conducted, 
the ballot boxes should be 
brought to the “striking re¬ 
serves” before nightfall. He 
was perhaps scared about the 
poor roads and the non¬ 
existent power supply in the 
district those days. The elec¬ 
tions, however, had no sur¬ 
prises. People entered the 
booths in rows. Thereafter, 
the village folk who had 
traversed 10 to 15 miles to 
cast their votes, started open¬ 
ly discussing the prospects of 
the candidates. As the presid¬ 
ing officer 1 tried my best to 
convince them that it was a 
‘secret’ ballot. But they just 
did not pay any heed and even 
sought iny advice about the 
‘chance of each candidate. 

Since I was expected to re¬ 





‘OOtt' 



turn to the striking reserve 
with ballot boxes intact and in 
time, 1 implored the voters to 
speed up the process, but that 
apparently did not cut much 



ice. Quite a few of them came 
forw^ asldng me to stamp 
the symbol of the most de¬ 
serving candidate. I will not go 
into further details of the vot¬ 
ing on that day as it would be 
against election norms and fun¬ 
damental lights. But over the 
last 30 years or so, voters 
have become more alert about 
their power to change govern¬ 
ments. No amount of coaxing 
or cajoling can change the 
minds of the voters nowadays. 
Again, booth-capturing and 
scientific rigging have become 
more difficult. 

In fact, elections are in¬ 
creasingly becoming free of 
outside influences. About a de¬ 
cade ago It was nothing un¬ 
usual lor a voter to avail the 
transport provided by the 
candidate to go to the booth. 
This is unthinkable today. 

h>en during the last elec¬ 
tions the chief minister or his 
Cabinet colleagues would use 
official conveyance for election 
purposes. That is no longer 
possible now. Before the 1977 
elections, Bhola Sen, the then 
CMDA minister, had conic to 
be known as the minister for 
laying foundation stones. 
Laying of foundation stones af¬ 
ter the announcement of the 
poll date is now considered an 
electoral offence, which may 
even disqualify a candidate. 

Gone are the days when a 
cup of tea, a glass of green 
coconut water or a ride to the 
polling booth in the candidate's 
car were considered pnvileges 
for voters on election day. 
Now candidates like Ajit Panja 
of the Congressd) have their 
list of voters in computers. 

The time is not far off when 
poll campaigns would be taboo 
and voters would cast their 
votes merely by pressing a 
button. Wall posters, which 
used to carry cartoons and 
parodies for or against candi¬ 
dates, have already been re¬ 
placed by vituperative attacks 
on contending parties and it 
seems that there is no scope 
left for humour in elections. 
Prices, trade gaps, forei^ ex¬ 
change crisis are the issues 
now dominating the roadside 
walls. Elections, though more 
frequent nowadays, appear to 
have become serious busi¬ 
ness. ■ 


• Study material: 1. would 
like to exchange my Brilliant’s 
NBBS ‘88 notes for anything of 
corresponding value. Contact 
Swarnendu Mukherjee, C/o 
P.K. Mukherjee, BL/29 Salt 
Lake, Calcutta-700 091. 

• Colour magazine: 1 wish 
to exchange 3(K( issues of The 
Teleokai-h Colour Magazine 
for a single screen pocket 
video game or anything else of 
corresponding value. Write to 
Nabarun Basak, 1/1 Kamesh- 
war Shaw Road, Calcutta- 
700 074. 

• Study materials: I offer a 
set of Agarwal Classes '89 and 
Brilliant's Elite course '90 with 
solutions for anything of cor¬ 
responding value. Contact 
Rinkoo Ba^, P-11‘2/1 Block- 
A Bangur Avenue, Calcutta- 
700 055. 

• Record-player: 1 would 
like to exchange a record- 
player (without sound box) and 
a few old records for a two-in- 
one (20 watts) or a ear stereo 
or an amplispeaker. Write to 
Rajat Mukherjee, 33/2A 
Murari Pukur Road, Calcutta- 
700 0o7. 

• Novels: I wish to exchange 
two novels by Sidney Sheldon, 
10 Enid Blyion books and a 
Spanish guitar all in gorxi con¬ 
dition for anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Contact Mona 
Majumdar, 12A Colonel Bis¬ 
was Road. Calcutta-700 019. 

• Study materials: I would 
like to exchange Brilliant tuto¬ 
rials' complete set of MBBS 
'89 study niatennls for any¬ 
thing of corresponding value. 
Write to Boney Brar, C/0 Lt 
Col. R.S.S. Brar. Q. No, P82/ 
3 O.T. Road. Balasore- 
756 001. 

• Lighting equipment: I 

offer a disco lighting equip¬ 
ment including a mirror ball 
with spotlights and a light 
chaser system for anything of 
correspioriding value. Contact 
Sumir Verma, Flat .5A. 64 
Sarat Bose Road, Calcutta- 
700 025. 

• Bicycle and tape- 
recorder: I wish to exchange 
one Japanese make tape- 
recorder and a bicycle for chil¬ 
dren for anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Contact K.P. 
Bhattacbarya, 132 Ramlal 
Agarwalla Lane, Sinthimore, 
Calcutta-7(X) 050. 
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RIES 


A Mvch 21—April 20 

Buying, selling, shop- 

_ ping, trading and 

brokerage will the important 
directions of the month. This 


you win definitely gain in 
deals, tenders and contracts. 
Romance, finance and trewel will 
make a trio. Contacts hold the 
key now, and that includes 
travel. Your throat, eyes, tongue, 
head, gout and overindulgence 
may cause trouble. An addition 
to the family Is likely. 


rii 


AURUS 

April 21-Mir 20 

The main trends of 
the week are recognl- 
Hon, tun and games. Romance 
promises fulfilment. You will win 
awards, rewards, riches and rec- 
oonltion. Travel only If you are 
offered a lucrative proposition or 
want to move house/office.-This 
week the Arten ailments also 
apply to you. At home, a reshuf¬ 
fle Is | 


EMINI 


■ • May 21—Uuna 20 

Expenses, secret 

_ work, liaison, ties and 

deals characterise the week. 
Tliere are good chances of au¬ 
gmenting your income. You will 
organise family get-togethers. In 
romanoe, Mercury titiriates you, 
but be secretive and clever ab¬ 
out It. Money will flow in within a 
fortnight or so, but learn to leash 
in expenses and costs. Regard¬ 
ing health, you and kids should 
be a wee bit careful. 



shows a slight improvement. 
Restlessness and work could 
need a journey. Kids, research, 
studies keep you busy. 



IRGO 

August 22—Sept 22 

The main trends of 
the week are ex¬ 
penses, strong attachments, 
focus, concentration on work 
and future prospects, and a 
touch of romance too. Hard 
work, good objectives and strong 
contacts will add up to money. 
There will be enough romance to 
stop you from complaining. 
Travel only if it is Inevitable. Ex¬ 
cept for a slight nervous tension 
or stomach problem, there is no¬ 
thing to worry about your health. 


IBRA 

Sept 23—Oct 22 

Favours will be 
granted and much 
accomplished this week. Keep 
cheerful and win others to your 
way of life. The next week will be 
even better In finance, you will 
find that others are cooperative 
and that means more money, 
promotion and perks. A trip or 
commuting or correspondence 
shows the way to love and fun. 

CORPIO 

Oct 23- Nov 22 
Health, funds, travel 
and a striving for 
perfection characterise the 
week. Good work will bring com¬ 




mensurate rewards. Loans and 
investments are more than 
possible. Romance will involve 
wild passion and outrageous 
flings. Health may not remain In 
shape as you will be hypersensi¬ 
tive. Only a major move or trans¬ 
fer or building a house/office 
could be an Important reason to 
travel. Hobbies, creative pursuits, 
romance, outings, socialising 
and childbirth are the happy 
events of the year. 


AGITTARiUS 

Nov 23—Dec 20 
The week's main 
trends are contacts, 
communication, legal battles, 
overseas connections and use of 
special skills and knowhow 
Money will pour in. In romance, a 
heart or two can be slain. Health 
may include a snag which must 
be expected and overcome In 
time. Some trouble could brew 
on the home front. 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 
The accent will be on 
job, loans, funding, 
buying, selling, shopping, leas¬ 
ing, hypothecation, pets, pro¬ 
jects and subordinates. Finance 
is aiso an important direction. 
Rirtations may not hurt. Health 
may pose a slight problem as 
relaxation and play may not be in 
the right measure and dose. Do 
not travel unless it is absolutely 
necessary. Your activities in¬ 
clude the home and family, and 
this direction has picked up from 
last month. 




ANGER 


( ' I Jum 21-Uuly 20 

^ A run of luck or good 

_I fortune, whatever you 

ire, is foretold. Therefore, have 
he courage and confidence to 
)0 lor your shots. In finance, 
xomotion, perks, business lun- 
sheons, socialising, ventures 
ind new outlets In business/pro- 
lesslon are promised. Romance 
ihows excellent going around 
May 21. Expect visitors and fore- 
gneis to drop in. The weekend 
linds you completely occupied in 
household. 


EO 


I .I July21—Auguit 21 

The moon's first quar¬ 
ter localises personal 
u well as professional Interests 
and, therefore, you will have to 
hurry your strokes, think fast, be 
always on your feet and come to 
major dedsions. You may have 
lo wan for another week for good 
money and a better lifestyle. 
Fuse joy wflh work. Your health 


BIRTHDAYS 


my.ff 

‘lildfltn conjunction Jupiter, 
ailUfM Saturn: Heatth of elders 
anffamity members could upset 
you. Those desiring changes m 
property, office, vwiictes, ^se 
ano tome succeed In bringing 
them aboid. Be tactbf, under¬ 
standing and patient. 

.Upf'fO ^ 

Moori% first quarter: Changes In 
your We-pattsm and style are 
almost certain and you may 
hwa to adapt though that may 
t,ba vaiy aaay. ude# a long- 
) Maw of man, mtotofs am 



Mem irine Uranus: Romance 
am‘toller, proapema In your 
am |ni toretoM. You ahouid be 
viitoto^ltoraomeanypsycholo- 
.idcai hurdles and phobtaa wmich, 
aearn to thwart you. Those in 
sales, cosmetics, adornment, 
decoration, acmuntancy and 
etalMlcs make toe moM of Ms 


May 22 

Moon sextHe Mars-Pkdor' Fuse 
caution with aggresskin as you,, 
are likely to be piejudleed and 
may be carried away by youh 
own logic. Ramember, otnara 
too hava a right to their point of 
viety. 


May 23 

Moon trine Sun: The goodiMrOl 
Hfe—love, laughter and ludi-^ 
■re certainly yours. Research, 
journey) children, hobbles, crea- 
itve pursuits and a wish fufffl- 
mant complete the scene. 

May 24 

Moon square Uran ug.Ma p tur tifc 
Despite the lenMon aatieed a*. 
home and work froMti' ydu 
towuld manage to toifd'yaMF. 
own. Nothing la half aalw toff i.. 
aaams. If 

May2S ’ 'yf-' 

Moon stoto Mue.'wwn pm- 
■nee and sweet reasonable¬ 
ness, much can be achieved. 
Job and profassiortai matters are 
highlighted ki this ptanetary pISQ- 

tng. 


~ijn QUARIUS 

/B Jan 20-Fab 18 

Marriage, engage- 

_ ment, association. 

alliance, journey, collaboration 
and research are the outstand¬ 
ing characteristics of the week. 
Rnance promises contracts, ten¬ 
ders and new assignments, in 
romance, your heart will do a 
hop-skip-jump or twol Your 
health improves Scholars, 
teachers and businessmen 
could gain from a trip. 

iSCES 

Fab 19—Match 20 

The week's highiignts 
are changes on the 
wuik and domestic fronts. 
Money comes first, the rest will 
automatically follow. Your work 
will be rewarded in cash or kind. 
Heatth will be slightly under the 
weather. Renovation and beauti¬ 
fication at home are predicted 
The home front will need 
changes in decor and utility 
items as well. 











SISIER NIVEDITA (1867-19Uj 



r, 



“If one class of the people 
derive aU their mental suste¬ 
nance from one set of ideas 
and the bulk of the population 
from something else, then uni¬ 
ty cannot be effective. But if all 
people talk the same language, 
learn to express themselves in 
the same way, feed their 
realisation upon the same 
ideas, and all are trained and 
equipped to respond in the 
same way to the same forces, 
then our unity wiU stand self- 
demonstrated, unflinching." 
These were the epoch-making 
words of Sister Nivedita. 

Bom Margaret Elizabeth 
Noble in Ireland on October 
28,1867, Sister Nivedita took 

S ) a teaching job in London. 

er father, Rev. S.R. Noble, 
was a priest. In 1898, she 
came m contact with Swami 
Vivekananda and took lessons 
from him in Hindu philosophy. 


The same year she came to 
India and stayed at Belur. She 
travelled all over India, spe¬ 
cially the pilgrim places, and 
embraced Hinduism. Thereaf¬ 
ter she was christened Nivedi¬ 
ta. 

Sister Nivedita’s benevolent 
activities are known far and 
wide. During the great 
epidemic in Calcutta, she 
stood out with her relief 
works. She travelled to the US 
and the UK with Swami Vive¬ 
kananda to raise funds for va¬ 
rious philanthropic schemes. 
On her return, she settled at 
Bagbazar (in norffi Calcutta) 
and started a girls’ school 
which is at present among the 
better-known city institutions 
and goes by her name. Her 
services and sacrifices during 
the 1906 devastating floods ar 
Barisal (now in Ban^adesh) 
will be remembered for long. 


Sister Nivedita wrote a 
number of books, of which 
Cradle Tales of Hinduism, Kali 
tile Mother, Studies From an 
Eastern Hook, Web of Indian 
IJfe, Shiva and Buddha, The 
Master as I Saw Him, An Indi¬ 
an Study of Love and Death, 
Religion and Dharma, Notes 
on Some Wanderajgs with 
Swami Vivekananda, Civic and 
National Ideals and Hints on 
National Education in India de¬ 
serve mention. 

In October 1911, Lady Aba- 
la Bose and Sir Jagadish Chan¬ 
dra Bose invited her to spend 
some time with them at Dar¬ 
jeeling. TTiey stayed at the 
house (sketched above), Roy 
Villa, at North Point (D^eel- 
ing) where Sister Nivedita came 
down with an attack of acute 
dysentry. Here she breathed 
her last on October 13,1911 at 
7 am. 





































R ed flags. Tricolours. Orange flags. 
More red flags. Tricolours. More 
orange flags. Election ’91 finds ev¬ 
erybody who is anybody throwing his hat 
into the arena. A few names add to the 
glitterv 

Deepika. In the fray for the Baroda 
Lok Sabha seat. Ueepika Chikhalia of Sun 
Men Laila fame, of Cheekh, Patthar, Asha 
0 Bhalobasa fame, of ‘Sita’ fame. Fighting 
for the ri^ts of Ram, fighting on the side 
of ‘Ravana’. Fitting for the BJP. 

Bom of Gujarati parents, there was a 
time in her life when Deepika was just 
another filmstar who made her debut in 
the Kundan Shah film, Sun Men Laila, 
much against the wishes of a conservative 
mother. Doing violent rape scenes in Raat 
Ke Andhere Mein and Izzat Abroo. Pro¬ 
jecting a freewheeling image. That was 
until Ramanand Sagar and the Ramayan 
turned hers into an all-over-India-familiar 
face, 'rhereafter, for better or for worse, 
the ‘Sita’ image stuck. Whether it was an 
ad for a particular brand of hair oil 
or even the role of Tipu Sultan’s mother, 
viewers were almost always bound to say, 
"Look, there’s Sita"—the very same that 
wept through most of the Sunday morn¬ 
ings in 1987-88. 'rhis is something we 
would need to remember—the fact that in 
the minds of the people, it is Sita and not 
Deepika who is contesting the elections on 
a BJr ticket. 

Interestingly, the objections raised 
ag^st Ramanand Sagar’s version of the 
epic then are more or less sunilar to those 
raised now against the BJP as a political 
party; that it projected Hindi fundamental¬ 
ism instead of secularism, that it provoked 
‘anti-minority’ feelings. Answering the 
charges against the serial, Deepika had 
said that she believed in the eternal values 
that Ramayan stood for— brotherhood of 
man and the need for righteousness— 
values relevant in the modem crisis of 
civilisation. 'That the character of Sita 
helped her believe in self-respect and con¬ 
viction. 

About the ideology of the BJP, unfortu¬ 
nately, Deepika is not as sure, having 
joined the party merely at the suggestion 
of Arvindbhai Trivedi (‘Ravana’), a family 
friend. But her campaign through Baroda 
found Deepika trying her best to mouth 
the speeches of L.K. Advani and lashing 
out at the more-than-equal status of the 
Muslims in a so-called secular country. 
And the Muslims form 22 per cent of the 
Baroda electorate. 

The sitting Janata Dal MP from Baroda, 
Prakash Koko Bramhbhatt, does not stand 
much of a chance this time, liaving curried 
general disfavour with the remark that he 
could not be bothered about "Brahmins, 
Patels and Baniyas". The real struggle, 
then, will be between the Congress(I) 
Pbindidate, Ranjitsinh Gaekwad (of royal 


descent), and the BJP nominee, the "soft 
and petite” (according to her own assess¬ 
ment) Sita. 

So long as the electorate got carried 
away by the epic-heroine-worship wave 
and did not worry much about whether the 
face behind the mythical facade could meet 
the down-to-earth demands of a political 
career, Sita’s rath should have a fair run. If 
not, the bowels of earth are always an 
open alternative. 

S adhus from all over the country had 
gathered at Hardwar in 1989 to ftialise 
the date, time and place of construction of 
the Ram temple in Ayodhya. It was a very 
significant meeting of the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) as a decision would have 
had its impact on the then impending 
^neral elertons. After two days of hectic 
dscussions the sadhus had finalised their 


newly-acquired image. A Bombay glossy 
described her as a "sexy san^sm”, and 
since then she has been associated more 
and more with this remark than anything 
else. She visited Ayodhya to participate in 
the kar seva, organised by the VHP. Uma 
Bharati led a huge column of VHP and 
Bajrang Dal volunteers. She was arrested^ 
and removed in a police jeep near the 
disputed site. After this when the police 
opened fire, several volunteers were kil¬ 
led. 

What became famous was not her mili¬ 
tant speeches at the site but the dramatic 
manner in which she managed to enter into 
Ayodhya. She shaved off her head and 
drove into Ayodhya in a car after bluffing 
the policemen on the way that she was a 
distressed soul who had recently lost a 
family member. The newspapers de¬ 
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resolution. TTie discussions on the resolu¬ 
tions were petering out and the sadhus had 
started dispersing as there was a general 
lack of interest among them. An announce¬ 
ment was made that Uma Bharati would 
address them. And there was a flurry of 
activity. The sadhus draped in various 
hues of saffron and armed with kamandals 
returned to listen to the lady in saffron. 
She went on and on, delivering a hard¬ 
hitting speech criticising the government, 
the "pseudo secularist’’ and so on and so 
forth, and the sadhus were all impressed. 
They were almost drooling over her. 
Aggressive, modem and fli^tious, the 
"Sadhvi” lus always attracted a respon¬ 
sive audience. 

The BJP MP from Khajuraho has ac¬ 
quired an image which is quite contrary to 
the common tenets and beliefs of how a 
sanyasin is populary perceived. The 
woman from Khajuraho who had won 
hearts of the people in her native town by 
her devotion^ discourses two years ago 
does not eqjoy the same respect and re¬ 
verence now after her foray into politics. 
She is finding it difficult to live down the 


scribed her as the Persis Khambatta of 
politics. But she was upset that she had to 
lose her hair and she went about bemoan¬ 
ing to newsmen about her once splendid 
tresses. 

There is not much to say about her 
politics barring her blind support to the 
Ramjanmabhoomi agitation. But because 
of her outspokenness and refusal to follow 
structured policies she has been at logger- 
heads with her partymen. She soon be¬ 
came a critic of Madhya Pradesh chief 
minister Sunder Lai Patwa, and emerged 
as one of the leading dissidents in the 
partv. In the party forums she openly 
spoke against the chief minister. Patwa 
was so furious that he recommended to 
the BJP high aimmand tliat she should be 
denied a ticket in the forthcoming general 
elections. 

Krishna (and wife Vijayanirmala): The 
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What about the past of the sanyasin? 
According to her own admission she be¬ 
came a sanyasin at 16, donned saffron 
clothes and started giving discourses, 
mostly devoted to Lord Krishna. Her Con- 
gress(I) rivals who have seen her trans¬ 
formation in the temple town say that she 
was like any other normal @rl who went 
around the town in hip-hugging blue jeans. 
Her parents had even started looking for a 
match for her but gave up after they real¬ 
ised her spiritual and political ambitions. 
However, her image has started taking a 
downward swing after she became an MP. 
There are complaints that she is very 
short-tempered, abusive and has even hit 
men who did not follow her diktat. There 
is a famous tale in her hometown about 
how she hit an officer. Her own defence is 
that such tactics become important to get 


dhara, and this upset her as she does not 
want her family to be bandied about in 
such a sundry f^hion. Madhavrao Scindia, 
the only son of the Scindias, has a very 
problematic relatmnship with his mother. 
However, he epjoys quite a good rela¬ 
tionship with his sister althoui^i she is also 
on the opposite side of the political spec¬ 
trum. Vasundhara Raje, who grew up in a 
political family, has her own political views 
and she has not entered pofitics merely 
because she was influenced by her 
mother, Vijayarajc Scindia. 

Vasundhara is known to hold liberal 
views on religion although she is a member 
of the BJP and has won the Jhalawar seat 
partly becau.se of the impact of the Ram- 
janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid controversy. 
Typical of the families of the erstwhile 
niters, Vasundhara Raje has two lives, one 




and therefore she is likely to nifhp home 
comfortably for a second term. 

What has been her contribution to the 
party? The BJP has been trying to use her 
for exploiting the Mahar^a connecti<His. 
When Lokendra Singh, MP ftom Damoh 
constituency in Madhya Pradesh, resigned 
and moved to the Congress(I), she tried to 
get her back into the party. She held a long 
chat with him outside tte BJP headqura- 
ters in a final bid to bring him back to the 
BJP. But Singh, as it often happens with 
the royal lineage, stuck to his decision as 
he felt cheated by the party. Interestingly, 
he was weaned avray from the BJP into the 
Coimessd) by none other than Madhav¬ 
rao Scindm. 

The BJP, to keep her in good humour, 
has made her a member of its national 
executive. During the BJP executive ses- 
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work done. The electorate of Uma Bharati 
is unhappy that she could not organise any 
developmental activities for them although 
she has become a national figure. By Bhar- 
ati’s own admission things are not easy 
going for her this time. But her supporters 
feel that she will be able to pull off a 
victory at the end as she has the important 
backwards vote on her side, she herself 
being a Lodhi. 

O ne person who loves to hate Uma 
Bharati is her own partywoman, 
Vasundhara Raje Scindia. The BJP 
MP from Jtala’var in Rajasthan is unhappy 
that Bharati has let loose her tongue, spe¬ 
cially pertaining to matters relating to her 
family. Uma Bharati is supposed to have 
made some cracks about the sex appeal of 
Madhavrao Scindia, brother of Vasun- 


his wife’s heart was through the soapbox 



to suit the image of the Maharani which 
would go down well with the rural electo¬ 
rate and the second, of a jet-setter where 
she would have frequent vacations abroad. 
She recently projected this humble v^lage 
into the limelight when she asked the 
women from Rajasthan to come to Delhi in 
large numbers to attend the April 4 rally of 
the VHP. The orthodox Rqjasthani women 
expressed their inability to do so and said 
that they had never gone out of their 
villages. Vasundhara Raje immediately 
asked the men to join and requested the 
women to perform the puja of Lord Rama 
in their homes. This alone would be a 
sufficient contribution, she is understood 
to have told them. 

Again, as a jet-set woman in her person¬ 
al life, her friendship cuts across all bar¬ 
riers. She is known to have been in the 
close circle of friends of Sonia Gandhi. Her 
other friends include Maneka Gandhi, Biju 
Patnaik’s son and Dumpy Ahmed. Her 
friendship with Dumpy had set several 
tongues wagging, but that is past now. 
Vasundhara Raje, keeping to royal tradi- 
tkms, was married into the family of the 
Maharaja of Dholpur, which again forms a 
part of the erstwhile Scindia state. Being 
independent minded, she contested the 
Dholpur Assembly seat despite stiff 
opposition from her husband and mother- 
in-law who supported the Congress(I). 
She won the seat on the basis of sym¬ 
pathetic support from the people and sub¬ 
sequently moved to Uie Jhalawar par- 
liamentaiy seat, and fought and won with a 
BJP ticket in 1989. The seat falls under 
the influence of the former Scindia state 


sion in Jaipur, Vasundhara Raje with her 
shampooed hair and ever-immaculate 
dress graced the occasion. According to a 
BJP watcher, her most visible contribution 
was draping herself in a saffron sari with 
green borders. 

. Krishna was no match for the 
hysterical and rhetorical talent of 
NTR, but beat the aged hero when it came 
to prancing around the trees with tinsel 
damsels. The personal feud between them 
drew the batlleline in the film industiy 
from the studios to distributors to exhibi¬ 
tors and even to heroines. NTR and Krish¬ 
na also competed with each other in pro¬ 
ducing films. 

Krishna earned the Eluru ticket 
through his political films agamst NTR and 
the TDP regime for seven years. He was 
also one of the victims of NTR who laun¬ 
ched proceedings against Krishna’s Pad- 
malaya Studio. Krishna had campaigned 
earlier for the Congress and was intro¬ 
duced to politics by his actress wife Vi- 
jayanirmala. Krishna, however, was reluc¬ 
tant to contest from the same constituency 
in 1991 and shifted to the Guntur segment 
which was his hometown, llie deatli of liis 
benefactor (a former minister) in Eluru and 
initii outbursts of fans against him were 
the reasons behind his reluctance, but now 
he has started his campaign in earnest. 
\We his TDP rival has denied him any 
w^s of the Eluru town for campaigning, 
Krishna has taken over the town’s major 
streets by opting to paint the party symbol 
at all major junctions. 

The rebel star of Telugu cinema, U. 
Krisfanam Raju, is the latest entry in 
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the political arena in the state. Despite the 
polarisation in the trade, Krishnam 
had stayed aloof for nearly five years of 
the TDP regime and suffered too. His 
choice was made on the proposals of the 
locai Rajus (Kshatriyas) to outsmart the 
TDP cwdidate by another Rsyu. 

Unlike his neighbour in Ehiru, Krish¬ 
nam R^u never crossed swords with 
NTR. He remained a passive spectator 
tlxH^ he promoted NTR films in an effort 
to fiu the void created by the exit of NTR 
from cinema. Perhaps Ms depiction of a 
righteous viUage headman in Dhanmtma 
had earned him a popular image. He was a 
choice of the chief minister, Janardan Red¬ 
dy. Another plus point may have been his 
cornering the ori^nal script of Brahmarshi 
Vishwamitra, written by a veteran script¬ 
writer Kondaveti Venkatakavi, a regular 
for NTR. Lack of a properly researched 
script is also said to have hindered NTR’s 
directiona] talents. 

The Bharata Natyam exponent. Kora- 
da Narasimha Rao is the BJP find to 
face the filmstar Krishna from the Eluru 
segment. K. Narasimha Rao is perhaps 
the only Padmashri in the electoral race. 
Besides being a dancer, he had also intro¬ 
duced folk forms to propagate welfare 
schemes. He is also a KucMpudi exponent 
and said that he has entered the election 
fiay because of his belief in Rama, for 
whose sake the BJP had launched an agita¬ 
tion on a nationwide scale. He is also a 
member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
^gh. Fifty-five-year-old Narasimha Rao 
is in electoral fray only on representative 
form as he has no inclination to abandon 
his profession and take up full-time poli¬ 
tics. “I am only obliging some friends, ” he 
says. 

Jamuna Ramana Rao is perhaps the 
only woman who has said ‘No’ to the ever¬ 
green superstar of the region, NTR! As a 
result NTR and the male chauvinist cellu¬ 
loid world nicknamed her the pogarubothu 
(arrogant kid). But they could not do away 
with the professional artiste in Jamuna as 
none could fill the role of Satyabhama in 
the mythologicals of NTR, despite her 
tangential hits at the demi-god of the film 
world. 

Jamuna's entry into active politics and 
her candidature from Rajahmundry was 
mostly to reconsolidate die Congressd) 
votes from the clutches of the Chow- 
dharys in the segment who were predomi¬ 
nant^ TDP. As a brahmin girl who had 
married a vyshya she had ready accept¬ 
ance in the historic town of ^ja ^ja 
Chola who patronised inter-caste mar¬ 
riages in this country even before Raja' 
Ra^ohun Roy. She won the seat with a 
margin of 50,000 votes in 1989 but her 
main problem was to convince the Con- 
gt^^l) MLAs in her segment who were 
ve|te|ans. 



U. Krialmun Raju: Succumbing to 
the spell of politics 


Although a novice in active politics, 
Jamuna took up several populist causes for 
which she even received all party support. 
Construction of public lavatories for 
women in villages was one such. Besides 
being an ardent Rajiv Gandhi camp follow¬ 
er, Jamuna had also kept cordial relations 
at the state level which earned her good 
dividends. In 1989, Jamuna also became a 
source of counter campaigns against NTR 
for the Congressd). TTie film actress and 
her troupe of professional artistes repe¬ 
atedly donned grease p^t to enact a 
scene from the myAological Sri Krishna 
Tulabharam in which, as Satyabhama, 
J^una gets an opportunity to keep her 
right foot on NTR’s head, spuming his 
advances. She is also known for her 
tangential remarks on NTR. 

he Congressd) has a problem counting 
sure seats in Bombay where votes are 
steadily getting painted the colour saforon. 
The only ray of hope in a city where the 
BJP-Shiv Sena is riding supreme is Bmn- 
bay North-West where the party’s film- 
star-tumed-politician, Sunil Dutt hopes 
to make his third tryst with Parliament. 

The Congressd) hopes his good image 
will bag them one more seat in Maharash¬ 
tra, but is now not sounding as confident 
as before. The reason: the tetest entrants 
in the fray here. The Shiv Sena has fielded 
its fiery former mayor. Dr Ramesh 
Prabhoo, and the Janata Dal Dr Anees 
^ed, professor of history and wife of the 
Current editor, Ayub Syed. 

Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray who 
launhced his party’s campaign here last 
month took off on Sunil Dutt’s latest film, 
Yeh Aag Kab Bgj/iegi.^. Ackowledging him 
as a great star, Thackeray warned that the 
a^ would soon be extinguished; his candi¬ 
date from Bombay North-West Dr j'.T. 
Vyas would do the needful, he added. But 
even the Shiv Sena realised they would 
need a toug^r firefighter to put out the 
Congressd)’s burning hope in Bombay. 
Thus came the last minute change in Dr 
Rame^ Prabhoo who stepped in wearing 



the mantle of Hindutva. Dr Prabhoo’s elec¬ 
tion from Vile Parle, an Assembly segment 
in this constituency, was set aside by the 
Bombay High Court for a campaign on 
communal grounds. But he won again from 
the constituency by a 12,000 vote margin 
last February, and is now challenging Dutt 
to Parliament. 

Addressing one of her first big election 
meetings. Dr Anees Syed sarcastically cal¬ 
led her opponent “mahaan neta". Some in 
the Congressd) fear that she will chip 
away the mahaan neta's votes in the Mus¬ 
lim (about 30 per cent), Claistian (less 
than 20 per cent) and Dalit segments of 
the electorate and let the staunchly Hindu 
Dr Prabhoo sail home. 

But evidently the filmstar is not taking 
any chances, and as the campaign kicks 
off, his banners and vehicles are all over 
town. Says a voter in his constituency, 
“We don’t see the others anywhere, but 
Dutt Saheb is everywhere. I am sure peo¬ 
ple here will not choose Prabhoo, he is too 
much of a militant Hindu." 

From the affluent star-studded Juhu and 
Pali Hill to the /buggies of Jogeshwari, 
Dutt’s constituency is a mix of glamour and 
hunger. While some of the filmy firatemity 
are out campaigning for or representing 
other p^es, most of tinsel town which 
Ms in Ms constituency is rooting for Dutt. 

Sunil Dutt's opponents have accused 
him of not opening his mouth in Parlia¬ 
ment. Gne of them who stood against him 
last time, Arun Sathe of the BjP, said, 
“One does not necessarily serve the peo¬ 
ple by opening one’s mouth. Speaking in 
the House should also be result-oriented.” 

For those who say he hasn’t. Dutt says 
he has—and there’s a long list beginning 
with being the only MP to fight for rail 
concessions for the disabled, organising 
assistance from the chief minister’s funds 
for riot victims in Jogeshwari and so on. 
IJis contributions to aid the disabled and 
cancer victims need not be repeated and 
this goes for his Padyatra for peace, too. 

Unlike some of Ms star compatriots, 
Sunil Dutt has not been marking time for a 
party ticket. During the last election he 
was reluctant to contest as his daughter- 
in-law, Richa (filmstar Sunjay Dut’s wife), 
was critically ill and being treated in the 
US. Between visits to the US, the star’s 
campaign just rolled on, mostly without 
him. And he was back in Parliament even 
then, polling 3.16 lakh votes with a margin 
of over 70,000 votes over his nearest 
(BJP) rival. 

But this time as he gets set to face the 
over 1.3 million audience in his constituen¬ 
cy, for the third time, the going is a mite 
tougher than before. If his film on dowry 
deaths can spread to the Mandal and Man- 
dir fires, aiding his campaign, it could also 
play the reverse role as the Shiv Sena 
chief would like to see it. 










Uma Gajapathi Raju: Stunning 
princess of politics 

widow in quick succession hit the head¬ 
lines once again when she walked out of 
her mother-in-law’s house which happet»d 
to be the most important address in the 
country. She took on Rajiv Gandhi in 
Amethi in 1984 and received a drubbing 
and thereafter slipped into the shadows. 
And it is in these shadows, provided by 
creative writing for children, genuine con¬ 
cern for all issues environmental and an 
obsessive love for animals, that Maneka 
pew and matured into the green lady she 
is today. 

Maneka is not exactly a glamour girl of 
Partiainent m the sense Un» Gajapatta' 
Raju, Jayanthi Natarajan or Vyjayanthitola 
Bali are. She wears no makeup, carelessly 
wraps herself in simple cotton sarees, 
often repeats the same pair of sahumr 


t kameez more than once a week and 
I couldn't be bothered with being “charm- 
f ing" to her fellow politicians, ui the 16 
t months of the ninth Lok Sabha, she 
attended the House only when she abso¬ 
lutely had to—either because the environ¬ 
ment ministry was up for questimiing or 
when she had roster duty. She spent most 
of her time doing aosswords in the house 
and when a newsman once asked her why, 
she shot back, "You know what sitting in 
this House means—a six-letter word 
starting an M... misery.” 

Her sharp tongue has been the talk of 
the town and ‘Manekaisms’ are repeated in 
Delhi’s cocktail circuit. The lady herself 
avoids the social scene altogether, prefer¬ 
ring to spend time with a few dose friends 
outside the world of politics. The mercu¬ 
rial Manelu has definitely invested a new 
aura to green politics. 

Her greatest achievement is that she is 
no longer dependent on the Gandhi frunily 
name to see ter through in life, but has 
carved a nkhe for herself most politi¬ 
cians—man or woman—would envy. 
Completely umnvolved in the raging poli¬ 
tics of caste and clan and community. Man- 
elm treks alone in the uphill task of retain- 
ii^ her constituency Pilibhit in the foothills 
of the Himalayas. 

I n the final sequence of Satyqit Ray's 
Glare Bake, zamindar Nikhilesh (Vic¬ 
tor Banerjeo), a gentle liberal, rides out 
into the night as communal riots break out 
among his subjects.- 'Then, a single gun¬ 
shot echoes throu^ the darkness. And 
the noble zamindar who cared about his 
indigent Muslim subjects is slain. 

In a previous cinematic incarnation, his 
debut in fact, in Ray’s Shatraiy Ke Khhri, 
Victor Banetjee was Ali Naukvi, a soft- 
«x>ken aristocrat and Prime M^ter of 
Wsyid Ali Shah's Oudh before the 1857 
mutiny. 

To^y, much to Ray’s dismay, Victor is 
the Hindu revivalist ^P’s candidate from 
the Calcutta North-West constituency. Al¬ 
ways the quintessential bhadrahk in a 
sp^kling white dhoti-kurta, Victor re¬ 
minds people that the B)P is not just the 
party of petty shopkeepers in the cow 
belt, but the party of Shyamaprasad 
Mookeijee. "The Congressd) overlooks 
Benral and the CPI(M), a party of 30-odd 
legislators in the 542-seat Lok Sabha, is 
powerless to do anything for the state,” 
says Victor. “I have spoken to LK. Adva- 
ni. And I have told him dial if I am elected, 
my first priority will be West Bengal” 
Initialiy approached by the Congressfp, 
Victor h^ agreed to contest from 
Dum or Barasat Lok Sabha constituency 
after talks with the PCC(D president, Sid- 
dfartha Siankar Ray. But ^ys later, at a 
i Delhi press conference, frifl til high drama 
and fi^ ri^ts to the story, BJP all-India 


general secretary Vishnukant Shastri in¬ 
troduced him as "our candidate from Ctal- 
cutta North-West”. “Victor’s fatter is a 
mod friend of mine,” says Prof Dilfri 
Chakraborty, the Janata Dal nominee .from 
Calcutta North-West "You are a nice boy. 

Did you have to join the ^P of all par- 
ties?’’ he told Victor. 

"I cannot help but agree with the BiJP’s 
concept of secularism,” says Victor, sug- 
gestu^ that Artide 370 of the Indian Ohi- 
stitutimi which gives special status to Jam¬ 
mu and Kasmir should be abolished. Vic¬ 
tor, who believes that the Muslims in India 
are pampered, is confident of victory. 
“Ifistory favours the Congressd) but I am 
almost sure that the people of Calcutta 
North-West will endorse a change and 
vote me in.” Victor, vdio runs a blind 
school and organised a union for junior 
artistes in the film industry, has covered 
65 per cent of the heavily congested con- 
stitwncy. While he believes ttet the Con¬ 
gressd) is incapable of providing stalky 
and true secularism, he is impressed by 
former MP Mamata Baneijee’s fiesty spir¬ 
it And though Victor disdains Marxism as 
a doomed ideology, he considers chief 
minister Jyoti Basu a fine man and a good 
administrator. 

Victor Banetjee as a man of the peoi^e? 
Maybe. Victor Banetjee as a distingui^ed 
parliamentarian? Very doubtful. Perhaps — 
ui^e Vyjaymthiinala Bali and Sunil Dutt 
Victor Bmetjee may have to wait his turn 
till the next time. The Congressd)’s Dr 

Tiger Pataudi: Charismatic, in anjr field 









ctor Baner jee (with wife Maya): Going for saffron 


Rajesh Khimna: Now wooing the electorate 


Debi Pal and the Janata Dal’s Prof. Dilip 
Chaioaborty may be too tougji for the BJP 
to handle in the 1991 Lok Sibha polls. 

A stunning mother of two and a former 
mincess (by marriage), Uma GaJapatU 
Kaju has 1^ a fragrant trail behind her in 
the port town of Vishakhapatnam in toe 
eastern ghats. 

The seat had the reputation of being a 
citadel of crude trade union leaders or 
feudal landlords. While her nomination in 
1989 had surisfeed even local Ongress- 
men, her renomination was inevitable. She 
even beet the pompous dvil-contractor- 
cnm-Slm-producer-cum-philanthropist, T. 
Sdtoar^ Reddy, in the race iar tte 
Vitoaidiapatnam ticket for a second tone. 

Daughter of an Ashok Leyland director 
frotn Ptjl^tat, Uma had collai^ the prince 


of Gajapathinagaram during her graduation 
^ys in Stella Maris College in Madras. 
But her induction into political and social 
activities beyond the banquet halls of Idtty 
parties began under the initiation of fanner 
Andhra F^adesh governor Kumudben 
Joshi. 

While her husband, Aiumd Gajapathi 
Rdu, was a TDP MLA and later a TDP 
MP from Bobbl she herself strayed into 
(k)ngress(I), and its allied organisations. A 
prime catto for the CongressG). which 
was out in the woods then, she r^e into 
the (^gress(I) with her prince cm a wlute 
charger. 

^ the daughter-Bi4aw of the royd frimi- 

she had earned an efertoral edge in the 
urban sections of herconstituaicy, but her 
present statuses a divorcee nuiht turn toe 


tables on her which she shrugs off saying, 
“I lave done more in the last 14 months 
than what a king could do for this consti¬ 
tuency". 

Having found a computer kid, Awadesh 
Sharma, as her political advisor, Uma has 
now launctoed a door-to-door personal con¬ 
tact programme to win over more rural 
votes. Pitched against a soft drinks tycoon 
as dm TDP candidate, Uma says that her 
campaign strategy woiidd be to throw more 
light on the requirements of the rural seg¬ 
ment and how she could achieve them. 
The protection of the environment is t(q»- 
most in her agenda, and she h^ already 
(fetributed lakhs of drumsticks and papaya 
seeds in her constituency. 

Uma has been a close friend of the Rujiv 
Ga^frtmily for long She was one of toe 



oonfidantes of Sonia Gmdhi when it came 
to window-shopping either at Delhi or in 
London and the fonner Prime Minister’s 
chiklreo had spent their vacations in the 
Araku valley—close to the k^gdom of the 
Crij^thi }^s. 

ine iUCC president had taken special 
interest in the etectioneering in Vishakha- 
pateam segment in 1989 and spent one full 
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lurati: The woman from Khajuraho I thathewil 
Vlaneka Gandhi: Never one to throw in the towel 


day for the benefit of Uma and her hus¬ 
band. Anand Gaj^thi Raju, who con¬ 
tested fi-om Bobt^ and lost. 

The rivalry between senior Congressd) 
leaders earned Rajesh Khanna the 
nomination for the New Delhi Lok Sabha 
seat Questions were raised why an out¬ 
sider from Bombay vras brought in by the 
^y high command and pitted against the 
BjP heavyweight, Lai Krishna Advani. 
Apparently, the filmstar jMlitician himself 
was initi^y interested in the Bombay 
(South) Lok Sabha seat But when he was 
refiised he opted for a seat in Delhi. 

The riiolry between R.K. Dhawan and 
H.K.L. Bhagat finally left no choice with 
the party hi^ command but to f^ld Rajesh 
IQianna for the prestigious seat in the 
capital. The strategy adopted by the party 
seems to be two-pronged. One, to field 
someone against Advani, someone whose 
defeat would not mean too much to the 
party. Why lose a strong candidate at 
Advani's doorstep? But, on the other 
hand, if a rank outsider, who can pull in the 
aowds anyway, like R^esh Kharma, man¬ 
ages to defeat the BJP heavywei^t, its 
morale would be shattered. In that sense, 
Rtgesh is an excellent bait or sacrificial 
goat, whichever way you look at it. He 
provides the big scare, but if he loses, no 
problem, he’s done his hit; but if he wins, 
00 ^ imagine the damage done to the BJP! 

The filmstar-tumed-politician, however, 
takes all this very coolly. He is confident 
that he will be able to put up a strong fight 







ttts ccmstituency. He reserves his special 
attention, nati^y, for the women. It 
hardly matters whether she is a goodlook- 
iog housewife of a posh colony or a middle- 
aged woman of his constituency. 
Tne hunous anile and crinkly eyes that 
won so many hearts two decades ago sre 
aS thero axl fbOowed by either a tanaste, 
an affectionate pat on ^ head or a meldd- 
ramatk siw on the pabn to drive the poiht 
h(nne*~"Mah8r haath pe. ” 


Interestii^, Rqesh Khaina is not too 
keen on prelecting his glamorous image 
while campaigning. Rath^, he prefers to 
maintain a low profile. Travelfiqg in a non- 
descr^ white Andtassador car be reaches 
the different corners ^ his constituency to 
meet the electorate. Hb strategy, too, is 
double-barreBed To c^iita^ on his In¬ 
stant recoi^dlion’ betor, atid, at the same 
time to Imild ig> a rapirntt by the lri«idly 


played a Test, that fire still burns within 
nun. After all, Amroha, where he is 
contesting as a EtJP candidate, is regarded 
a Janata stronghold and had returned a 
JD tidiet-holder in the last elections. 

Some eyebrows were indeed raised 
when Chauhan; 43, accepted the EJP 
offer. His explanation was: "The nation is 
in the midst of a crisis....And it's the BJP 
alone, winch bdng a vdiolly natxmalist par¬ 
ty, can get the country's act together...” 

Qiaulm was never known to be a great 
strokemaker. But be was always very 
effective. He may be a trifle ^rt on 
charisma, but having been born in Meerut, 
wtudl isn’t vary far firom his ccmstituency, 
Chauhan is pretty bmiliar with the wicket, 
so to say. 

Known to be outspoken, whether as 
national player or national selector, 
Chauhan could be an asset if elected. At 
least, he’s not the type to compromise. 
And the country could do with some more 
of his biM, the ones who will not put on 
offer their s^-re^iect. 

Muini Chatter tee, Lokendra 
Piratap Sahi, Lekha Rattaiiaad. 
Srii^y Cbowdhary, G.S. 
Ridhdcrisluia, S. Srlnivasaa, 
PnaapShannaaiid Sohiol Sea 









On asking the CPI(M) who patronises 
goons like Lallu and Badsba Alam 


Sunil K. Dutt shows it 


like It IS 



The year-end sale of party tickets 


A DIFFERENT 
VKUX, 

CAME.' 


S.S. Ray apologising to the West Bei^al electorate ot 
1972 for his past mistakes and promising to apologise 
aninj necessary 



‘NawUutaiyday lsdoBe,OUrd,glveine aalvatiiw...* 
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going to press 
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11 mill H- il ins 











¥ 


• Milan Ki Kaat: Elite 
(S.N. Banniee Road; 241383)—4 
ihowB. 

Avinash WacSiwan and SShaheen 
are the lead pair in this film. 
Others co-stairing are Anupam 
Kher, Kuibhushan Kharbanda, 
AMaath, Aruna Irani, Kita Bha- 


dun and Paresh RawaL The film is 
directed by K. Pappu and the 
music is by Anand hubd. 

• Afaaaa Pyar Ka: Roxy 
(Chowringbee Race: 284138)—4 
shows. 

Directed 1^ M. Shahjehan and 
with music 1^ B^ Lahiri the 
film stars Aaimr (Qian, Neelam, 
Beena, Sayeed Jafirey, Rakesh 
Bedt, Amita Nangia and Kiran 
Kumar. 

• Benaam Badsha: Orient 
(Bentmck Street; 281917), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhaduri 


Street; 552270), Jagat (Adiarya 
PrafiiBa Chandra Road; 365108), 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteijre Avenue; 
410417)-^ shovm. 

Aid Kapoac and Juhi Chawla are 
the lead pw. The film is directed 
by K. Ram Shankar and the music 
is tty Laxmikant PyarebL 
• Do Matwale: Opera (Lenm 
Sarani; 281849), Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; %1133), bdira (Indra Roy 
Road; 471757)^ shows; Gem 
(Acharya Jagadisb Chandra Bose 
Road; 249828), Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 250437)—3 shows. 


BraaeaiJit and Satabdi Rot la A«ai 



Directed by ^7 Kashyap. the 
chief attnetians of this flin are 
Stn^ Dutt, Sonam and Chunkey 
Panday. The imudc is by Laxmi- 




• loanma Chninma in Lm* 
don: Panulise (Bentinck Street; 
285442), MoonlUt (T-C. Dutta 
Street; 254956), Priya (Rashbehaii 
Avenue; 464440), Madiuban (Re¬ 
gent Park), Pumsree (Raja Rai 
Kh^ Street; 554(^). 

Recordings of the live program¬ 
mes abroad of Amitabh Bachdian, 
Sridevi, Aamir Khan, Salman 
Khm, Neelam, Anupam Kher and 
other stars. 

• Sanam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 242664)—4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni play the lead m this recent 
box-office hit Others co-starring 
are new'find Kanchan, Puneet 
Issar, Pankai Dheer, Iteraiy and 
Pran. The film is direct^ fay 
Saawan Kumar and the musk is by 
Mahesh Kidior. 

• Yeh Aag Kab Bajhegi: 

Majestic (Rifi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266)—4 shows. 

A film on the evils of the dowry 
system, starring Sunil Dutt, 
Rekha, Kabir Bedi, Shdrti Kapoor, 
Ranjeet, Bindu and debutante 
Sbeeba. The film is directed by 
Sunil Dutt and the musk is by 
Ravhidrajain. 


Hcnmili I il'Ti' 


• Beder Meye Joana; Rud>ani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553413), Arena 
(Mahatma GamU Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
474686)-!, 4, 7. 

One of the big^t hits in recent 
times, this Ban^desh production 
stars Cbiranjeet and Ai^ Ghosh. 
Others in the cast are Saffixldin, 
Dildar, Nask Khan, Abbas, Soma, 
Anamika, Subhendu, Aiiuunath 
andBubuL The film is directed by 
Matiyiv Rehman Panu and the 
musk is by Abo Tahm:. 

• Pram PilJnri: Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Bqoli (S.P. 
Middle^ Road; 473&2), Cl^- 
bighar (Mahatma Guidhi Road; 
3^40)^ shows. 

Dkeded 1 ^ Nandan Dasgiqita 
and with musK by Swapan Jaipiio- 
han, the Mm stars Prasenjit, 
Satabdi Roy, Manoj Mitra, 
Deepankar De, RqleAwari Roy 
Chouliury. Nirmal Komar and 
Soma MnUieiiee. ■ , 

• Ria (Bidian Sana; 

551 S 15 ), Putahi (Mdotina (jsnifla 
Road; 350680 ), Ujjala (Russa 
Road; 478666 )^ abowB. 

Directed by Bhnai K amar, the 
main CMt of (Ma &i ccmpriMa 
Govinda, Juhi Chasria, Ksder 
Kbu, Shafcti Kwoor and Rabi - 
(SxMb The Buaic it hy Rgpiaiffi. 
Roabn. 


RQ 









• Anthony Kabiyal: Kashi Bis- 
wanath Mancha (Canal West Road; 
355598)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3[nn & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Jnanesh Mukher- 
jee, the main cast comprises Arin- 
dam Ganguly, Indrani luilder, Kali 
Banenee, Ketald Outta and Dulal 
Latoi. 

• Ghatak Bidaye: Star (79/3/4 
Bidhan Sarani; 339369)—Thurs. at 

6.30 pm; Sat. & Sun. at 3 pm & 

6.30 pm. 

The i^y stars Madhabi Mukher- 
jee, Tarun Kumar. Sreela Majum- 
der, Rabi Ghose and Soumitra 
Chaitei^ee, who has also directed 
the play and composed its music, 
a Jiban Sanginl: Kungmahai (76/ 
IB Bidhan Sarani; 337186)— 
Thurs. & Sat. at 6.30 pm; Sun. at 
3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Jnanesh Mukheriee 
who also stars along with Lily 
Chakraborty. ArunBaneijee, Utp^ 
Roy, Kaushik Banerjee, 5)angha- 
mitra Banenee and Chinmoy Roy. 


• Ki Bibbrat: Rangana (153/2A 
Achaiya Prafulla Chudra Road; 
5.56846)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

A comedy, starring Anup 
Kumar, Rajeshwari Roy 
Choudhury, Abhisek Chatteqee, 
Ajit Banerjee, Gita Dey. Nimu 
Bhowmick, Dhiman Chakraborty, 
Aloka Ganguly and Ratna Ghosal. 
Direction: Ganesh Mukherjee. 

• Natl Binodini: Bijon Tlieatre 
(5A Raja Raj Kissen Street; 
33M13)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by. Bina Dasgupta who 
also stars in the title role, the cast 
includes Ashim Kumai. Arutesh 
Bhattacharya, UJjal Sengupta, 
Kaberi Biswas and others, 
a Prem Parinati: Pratap Man¬ 
cha (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road; opp. Rajabazar tram de¬ 
pot)—Thurs. & Sat, at 6.30 pm; 
Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Tarun Kumar, the 
cast includes K. Debraj, Manju 
Bhattacharya, Ashim Mukherjee, 
Meena Dey, Partha Banerire and 


Rita Koyral. 

• Saheb: Circarena (6 R^ja Raj 
Kissen Street; 167213)—Thius. at 

6.30 pm; Sat. & Sun. at 3 pm & 

6.30 pm, 

Tapas Paul stars in the title role. 
Also co-starring are Subhendu 
Chatteriee, Anamika Saha, Srirup 
^tra, Bani Kumar. Manju Chakra¬ 
borty, Bulbul Chowdhury, Chan- 
drani Haider and Sovanlal Muklier- 
jee, who also directs. 

• Sudhu Bhalobasa: Minerva 
Theatre (6 & 6/1 Beadim Street; 
554489) -Thurs. & SaL at 6.30 
pm; Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Irani Mukherjee, Keka 
Choudhury, Sumanta Roy, Miss: 
Liza and Mtss J are the pnncipal 
attractions of this play, directed by 
Partha Sarathi Das. 


19 May: 9.30 am; 21-24 May; 

6.30 pm 

Kaoindra Janmotsa*', organised 
by Rabindra Sadan, features a 
Rabindrasangeet (Natak. Nrity- 
anatya and Geetinatya) session on 


19th; another Kabindiasangeet 
(Prem and Prakriti) session cm 
21st; dance-drama, Chandalika. 
presented by Mamata Sliankar Bal¬ 
let Troupe on 22nd; yet another 
Rabindrasangeet (Prem) session 
on 23rd; and dance-drama, Tasher 
Desh, presented by Nrityanj^n on 
24th. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

25 May: 6 pm 

Surabhika presents an evening 
of ghazals featuring Munni Begum 
of Pakistan and Ratna Basu. 

At Kala Mandu (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 479086/402197). 

25 May; 6JO pm 

Anamika presents the Hindi 
play, Bari Bunn based on Badal 
Sircar’s origuial Bengah script and 
translated by Dr Pratibha Agarwal. 
Directed by Burial Lath, the cast 
indudes Vinita Rellin, Ajay Chatur- 
vedi, Yogesh Sun, .Anna Bhat- 
tacharp, laxnii Prasad, Nutan 
Kumud and Dinesh Thakkar. 

At Kala Mandir (Basement] 
(Shakespeare Sarani; 479086). 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and departure times ara for Calcutta. Figures In brackets denote the 

days, 1 being Monday. 


international 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep. (2)- AI-101 at 0230. 
BombayCalcutfa-Bangkok- 
Tokyo; Arr (5). AI-306 at 1915; 
Dep. (5); AI-306 at 2020 
Toky 0 -Bang kok-Ca leu tta- 
Bombay; Arr. (6). Ai-309 at 1910; 
Dep (6); AI-309 at 2025. 
London-Delhi-Calcutta; Arr. (7). 
AI-132/1328 at 1230. 

‘ Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta; Arr 
(4). SU-537 at 1525. 

' Calcutta-Shar|ah-Mo8cow: 
Dep (4): SU-538 at (725. 

* Moacow-Taahkant-Karachi- 
Calcutta-Hanol: Arr (2); SU-541 
at 0640; Dep. (2). SU-541 at 0750. 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taahkant-Motcow: Arr. (2). SU- 
542 at 1615; Dep. (2) SU-542 at 
1815 

Amman-Calcutla: An. (4)- RJ-184 
at 0645. 

Calcutta-Amman; Dep (5): RJ- 
185 at 0530. 

•1 Bucharast-Calcuna-Bangkok: 
Arr. (1): RO-063 at 1115. Arr. (6). 
RO-063 at 1045, Dep. (1). RO-063 
at 1230, Dep. (6): RO-063 at 1200 
-1 Bangkok-Celoutte-Buchareat: 
Arr. (1, 6): RO-064 at 2015; Dep. 
(1, 6) . RO-064 at 2130 
Calcutta-Singapore; Dep. (2): 
SO-416 at 11M and Dep (4). SO- 
420 at 1310. 

Singaporc-CalciJtta: Air. (2). SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4): SQ-420 at 
1210 . 

Catoutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4, 7). 
IC-731 at 0900; Dep. (1.3, 6): TG- 
314 at 1355 


Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr (2, 4, 7): 
IC-732 at 1500; Arr (1. 3, 6). TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu; Dep (2, 4, 
6. 7): IC-747 at 1600; Dep (1,5) 
RA-214 at 1455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr (2. 4, 
6, 7). IC-748 at 1930; Arr (1, 5). 
RA-213 at 1355. 

Calcutto-Dhaka: Dep. (1. 3. 5. 6). 
IC-723 at 1340; Dep (daily). BG- 
092 at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 
Ohaka-CalcuHa; Arr (1, 3, 5, 6)- 
IC-724 at 1600, Arr. (daily) BG- 
091 at 1140 and BG-093 at 1855 
Calcutta-Chlttagong: Dep (2, 5). 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chtttagong-Calcutta; Arr (2. 5) 
BG-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2). KB-106 
at 0900; An (2). KB-105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay; Dep (2). AI- 
101 at 0230 

Delhl-Calciitta; An (1) AI-1328 
at 1230. 

Indian Airtinas MWMMBK 

Calcutta-Oelhl: Dep (dally): IC- 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750; 
An, (daily); IC-401 al 1205 and IC- 

264 at 2235. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (dally): 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000: 
Arr. (daily). IC-274 at 1900 and IC- 
176 at 0800. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (1,2,3. 4, 
5, 7). IC-765 at 1700, Dep. (6). 
IC-265 al 1700. Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
7) IC-766 at 2210, An (6): IC-266 
at 2205. 


Printed here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
In the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 262548, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


Calcutta-Bsngalore: Dep (1,2.4. 
6,7) IC-771 at 0620, Arr (1,2,4, 
6, 7): IC-772 at 1200 
Calcutta-rianchf-Patna- 
Lucknow-Osihi: Dep (daily) IC- 
410 at 0615 

Dalhi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (daily) IC-409 al 
1545. 

Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340. Dep (1. 3, 5, 6) 
IC-729 at 0730; Arr (daily) IC-230 
at 1630. Arr. (1, 3. 5. 6). IC-730 at 
1030 

Calcutta-Agartata: Dep (daily). 
IC-741 at 0835 and IC-743 at 1330; 
An. (daily): IC-742 at 1055 and IC- 
744 at 1550 

Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2.4.6): 
IC-2e5 at 0530; Arr (2. 4, 6). 1C- 
286 at 1000 

Calcutta-Porl Blair-Car Nicobar; 

Dep. (1). IC-287 al 0530; Arr. (1) 
IC-288 at 1220 

Calcutta-Tazpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2. 4). IC-213 at 
1130, Dop (3. 5, 7); IC-213 at 
0600; Arr. (2, 4). IC-213 at 1525, 
An (3, 5. 7): IC-213 at 0955. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (1): IC- 
221 at 1300, Dep (2,3,4, 5,6, 7) 
IC-221 at 1100, Arr (1). IC-222 at 
1520, Arr. (2. 3. 4, 5, 6, 7): IC-222 
311320 


Calcutta-Olbrugarh; Dep (2, 3, 4, 
5. 6. 7); IC-201 at 1400; An (2, 3, 
4. 5. 6, 7) IC-202 at 1730 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily): IC'2SS at 0610, Arr (daily). 
IC-256 at 1050 

Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur- 
Calcutta: Dep, (1, 3, 5, ?)■ IC-257 
at 1130; Arr. (1,3, 5. 7) IC-257 at 
1510 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dep (3. 5.6). iC-269 
at 1650: An. (3, 5, 6) IC-270 at 
2040 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar: Dep (I, 

2, 4, 7)- IC-269 al 1650, Arr (1, 2, 
4.7) IC-270 at 1910 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (1, 2, 
4. 7). IC-277 at 1720; An (1, 2, 4, 
7); IC-278 at 2210 
Calcutla-VIshakapatnam- 
Madras; Dep (1.2.4.6) IC-542 at 
1000 . 

Madras-Vishakapatnam- 
Calcutta; An (1,2, 4.6)- lC-541 at 
0915 

Calcutta-Agartats-Kailashahar: 

Dep. (2.4). PF-729 at 0710; An (2, 
4);PF-730at1120 
Calcutta-Shlllong-Agartala- 
Calcutta; Dep (1, 3.5.6): PF-701 
at 0710, Dep. (7)- PF-701 at 1210, 


*NotraRicnghttonCalcuna-Shaitah-CalcunaBmlCBlcutM-Karachl-Taihkanl-Calcutta. *NoirallicnfltnBiinCalcuna-Bangkok-Calcuna 







Arr, (1, 3, 5, 6): PF-702 at 1120. 
Arr. (7): PF-702 at 1620. 
Calcutta>Agartala>Sllchar: Dep. 
(7): PF-729A at 0710; Arr, (7): PF- 
730Aal 1140. 


Calcufla-Jamahadpur: Dap. (1.2, 
3,4.5.6) PF-717 at 0630, Dep. (2, 
4, 6). PF-717A at 1330: Arr (1. 2. 

3. 4, 5, 6); PF-718 at 0825, Arr. (2, 

4, 6): PF-718A at 1525. 


CBlcutta>Agartala-Alzaw(: Dep 
(2.4. 6, 7). PF-705 at 0855; Arr (2, 
4, 6. 7): PF-706 at 1300. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1, 3, 5), PF-705A 


at 1250, Arr (1. 3, 5); PF-706A at 
1635. 

Calcutta-Cooch Bahar: Dep (1, 
3,5). PF-707 at 0855; Arr. (1.3, 5) 
PF-708at1150 



Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival i 

Departure 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

tfqwrah 

Time 

Dn 



RAILWAY 



2311 

19KX) 

DeHil-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

6-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahatiad 

13-15 

3004 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Coiicl. (Near Deltil) Ex- 

18-00 

2382 

8002 

1620 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

600 

8001 



preaa via Qaya-Varanasl 



2860 

12-35 

QKanJail (Bombay) Express 

15-05 

2859 



Dep— Tuea, Thuta & Sat. 



8034 

20-20 

Ahmsdabad Express 

605 

8033 



An^—Wed. FrI. A Sun. 



8030 

11-30 

Bombay Exprsaa via Nagpur 

1650 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Neat Delhi) Ex- 

18^)0 

2304 

2841 

14-30 

Coroimndal (Madras) Ex- 

11-50 

2842 



preaa via Patna 





prMt 


2612 



Dep—Mon. Wad. Fri. & Sun. 



2611 

22-35 

Bartgalore Express 

13-45 



Air—Mon. Tuea. Thurt. A Sat. 





Dep—Tues 



2301 

16-00 

Rajittianl Exproaa 5 days a 

11-30 

2302 



An—Sun, 

10-20 

8014 



week 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Exprsaa 



Dep—Mon. Tuea. Thurs. Fri. A 



soil 

610 

Ispat Exprasa 

2145 

8012 



Sun. 



8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Express 

7-30 

8006 



Ait—T uea. Wed. Thurs. Sat. A 



8015 

2140 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

605 

8016 



Sun. 



8007 

22-00 

Purl Exprsaa Via Cuttack 

630 

8008 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Taarl) Ex- 

11-10 

2374 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Exprsaa Via 

7-45 

8410 



proas Tri-Wkiy 





Naraj 





Dep—Tuea. Fri. A Sat. 



2821 

655 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex- 

21-20 

2822 



Arr-Tuea. Wed. A 





press 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Qorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 

8079 

23-20 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 



prMS 



8045 

11-10 

East Coaat (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14-55 

8046 



Dep—Mon. A Thurs. 





preaa 





Arr—Thura. A Mon. 



8017 

1645 

Purulla Express 

1i-20 

8018 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Dep—Except Saturday 





Chord 





Arr—Except Sunday 



3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toolan Ex- 

1615 

3008 

2602 

22-35 

Quwahatl - Howrah - TrIvan- 

22-15 

— 



press via Main Line 





drum Central Exprasa 



3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Express 

15-45 

3050 



Monday only 


2601 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

610 

3012 

— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central • Howrah 

1345 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata ExiHesa via 

630 

3040 



- Quwahatl Exprsaa 





Main Line 





Saturday only 



3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-65 

3020 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

1345 

2649 

3021 

22-00 

MNhlla Exprm 

5-00 

3022 



Quwahatl Weekly Express 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchenlunga Exprasa 

2650 

2558 



(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 



5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

630 

5660 



Thursday only 

22-15 


3317 

6-10 

Black DIamand Express 

21-25 

3318 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

— 

3029 

17-16 

Coalfield Express 

1630 

3030 



Terminus Weekly Exprsaa 



3035 

18-20 

Asanaol Express 

645 

3036 



(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Exprsaa 

635 

3032 



Saturday only 


2851 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

11-10 

3026 

2652 

22-35 

cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 



Dep—Wednesday 





Superfast Express (via 





Ait— Friday 





Visakhapatnam A Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Trl-wkly E»rasa 
Dep—Tues. Thurs. A Sat 

600 

3072 



Dep—Fri. A Sun 

Arr—Tues. A Fri. 





Arr—Mon. Thura. A Sat. 



2674 

22-35 

Ouwahatl-BanBalore CHy 
Weakly Express (via Howran 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Exprsaa 

15-40 

3016 





2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) TrI- 

7-30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Suparlaet Express 





Wednesday only 

1345 

2673 



Dep—Thurs. Sat. A Sun. 

Arr—Tuea. Wed. A Thurs. 



— 

14-10 

Bangalora CIty-Quwahatl 
WsMiy Exprsaa (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues. A Wad. 

7-30 

1172 



A Cu^k) 

Monday only 

22-15 




Arr—Sat. A Sun. 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Coehin Harbour Ter- 

— 

3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunJ (Chopan) Ex- 

7-30 

3328 



mlnua Weekly Express (via 





pfMS 





Howrah) 





Dep A Ait—M on. A Fri. 





Thursday only 


2609 

5049 

22-25 

Gotakhpur Express 

1640 

5050 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 



Dep A Arr—Sunday 





Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 





Sealdah 





Wednesday only 



3143 

19-00 

Darjeeling Mall 

645 

3144 






3153 

3151 

3133 

21-40 

11-20 

20-45 

Qour Express 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

Mughal Saral Express via 

SBG Loop 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 
Chhapra Exprm Tri-waekly 

D^ A Arr—Wad. Fri. A Sun. 

615 

1630 

12-50 

3154 

3152 

3134 

ENQUiRIES; For round the clock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, please dial 20354654 for In-coming trabia; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For Information about raservatlona on 

3103 

5185 

18-20 

12-40 

10-25 

4-30 

3104 

5186 

Eaatom and South Eastern Railways tralrw, dial 203800 (from 9 
am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazetted holidays). 
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WSH-MARCHI How can this to — 
ono pl o c a? 8w if you can And a li 


Marcli Ilona and lamto all In 
•If doaan of aoeli. 


• SAY FASTI Springs spring forth in Spring, and shoots 
shoot forth, stand tall. Hot surnnwr kilts the flowers and 
leaves, the leaves to fall ki fall. 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six difler- 
encas in drawing details between top and bottom panels. How 
quickly can you find them’ Check answers with those below. 

-psAOui <1 uuy e Auiniui si des s.Mi|| s Duissnu w lOMShuiis V -Suissiu 
« dso jsr C wiisuis SI pesjq »o S3i|S e Bussfui ti *u xcfa I .tenuejswx: 




A I \ 

SEARCH WORDS FOR TREES 
Names of seven common trees 
may be found among consecutive 
letters of words In these sentences 
(one In each)- 

1. Men were sent to a key loca¬ 
tion. 

2. A tall fence was places 
around them. 

3.1 had to cancel my arrange- 
ments. 

4. Grandma pladgad that she 
would halp. 

5. Will Owens left the com¬ 
pound early. 

S Lucy pressed her best dress. 

7. An opal may split sxposed 
to dry air. 

How quickly can you find the 
seven trees? 

Ul}8d '/ StBKtfO 9 

«Miiii« s sidsn r IU8 c 'spso 2 ’ISO i 


• KKM) TIMES, NO? Placa 
six numbers between 1 
end 25 (don't panic, it's not 
that hard) In empty 
squares of the diagram be¬ 
low, so that the product of 
each three numbers in a- 
row^—across, down and di¬ 
agonally—is 1000. 

Obviously, the missing 
number at top it 1. Simply 
take it from there. 


20 

■ 


■ 

llllll 

■ 

100 

■ 


S 001 

e pu» > 01 SZ ueui OS I ‘02!-«soi3V 



FUNSPOT 



SEE, HEARI Stop, look and Helen, tt’s a robin. Add colora neatly to 
IMa aeene: 1—Rod. »-44. bhre. 3—VaHow. 4-1.1. brown. S-PInh. 
6—U. green. 7—Ok. brow n . •—Ok. green. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points for using all the 
letters in fto word below to form 
two complete wartfs- 

SERAGLIO 

THEN score 2 points each for all 
words of lour letters or mere 
fourus among the letters. 

Try So scare at least M petaits. 

































QUIZ □ Nea O'Brien 


S hubodh Pal, Calcutta 20, 
wants to know about vari- 
ties of sausages. 

There are innumerable 
kinds of sausages made 
throughout the world, rang¬ 
ing in size from the little En- 

g lish chipolata to the giant 
alian mortadella. All that 
most of them have in com¬ 
mon is their shape and the 
fact that the main ingredient 
is (or ought to be) pork. 

Ordinary English breakfast 
sausages are either fried or 
grilled. Pork sausages are 
more expensive and have a 
better flavour than beef 
sausages. To both kinds a 
proportion of cereals may 
have been added. The best 
sausages are made by indi¬ 
vidual pork butchers, and are 
sometimes highly special. 
They have a much better fla¬ 
vours, than the branded 
kinds. Genuine Cumberland 
sausages are worth a try. 
They come in long, mottled 
coils, and are bought by 
length rather than weight. 
Black pudding is an English 
blood sausage served fried 
at breakfast. Sausage meat 
can be bought without the 
skins and is used for making 
sausage rolls, Scotch eggs, 
and stuffing. 

Another Kind of sausage is 
the salami type, pre-cooked, 
slic^, and eaten cold, which 
can now be purchased fairly 
widely in Britain. Salami is 
produced all over Italy, the 
Best kinds are made of pure 
pork, which may be fla¬ 
voured with spices and white 
wine. Mortadella is the 
famous sausage of Bologna. 
Again, the best kind is made 
from pork, but the cheaper 
versions may include donkey 
meat and other rather du¬ 
bious ingredients. 

Spain has spicy red saus¬ 
ages called chorizos. which 
are either served with gar- 
banzos (chick-peas) as a 
main course or as a tapa 
(appetiser). In France, the 
salami type of sausage is 
known as a saucisson. 

Some of the best-known 
saucissons (Xime from Lyon, 
Arles, and Strasbourg. They 
are served sliced as an hors 
d'mvre- The large 
TotiDule^usages are 



11th Quastlon: Who are known as the 
‘1470 men? (Sanjay Panda, B/72 
Sactor>5, Rourkela 2, Orissa) 

Ana; The Homo Habills (ancestors of 
Homb Sapiens). The reason for this Is 
that the fosslles of the homo habills 
discovered by Richard Leakey In 1972, kept In Kenya 
National Museum, are under the catalogue number 
1470 of the Museum. 



either grilled of fried in the 
English style. 

The countries which pro¬ 
duce the widest variety of 
sausages must be Germany 
and Austria. There are liter¬ 
ally hundreds of different 



kinds in Germany alone. 
Frankfurters are precooked 
in pairs and simply need to 
be reheated in boiling water. 
They are not generally very 
distinguished. Bockwurstis 
similar. Srafwursf is a large 
pork sausage which can be 
fried or grilled. Barbecued 
over a charcoal grill, it can be 
very good. Blutwurst is the 
German equivalent of black 
pudding. Cold sausages in¬ 
clude Leberwurst (liver saus¬ 
ages) and Zungenwurst (ton¬ 
gue sausage). Krakauer 
(polish ham sausage) is also 
very popular. 

Calcutta has its own spe¬ 
cial sausages—spiced with 
chilly, onion, parsley and 


QUESTIONS 


1) Except for their colour, 
which two predoup gems 
tveexacUy the sathe? 

III Kamal, Burdwan 4) 



Snetoapiiotand : 
bok part ip tN> Kashmir 
war and the Irwloneslan 
ind^ndenee etrue^e? 
(Arpal Kwtiwr. 1) 
$ wNoh ccknpany owns 
JuveittusPootpailCkib? . 
(^n Sen, Ranch) t) 

4) Where in the himiap 
body would you find *Re^'s 
island”? (Ehtesham 

fled the JuTasRfirait 
Ctip when it was stolen in 
i^?(Saii»avk^a, 
(^ciitbi29) 

6) Whose last poetic 
cresdlonhefore his death 
WM Lode; Ttm Pomroif 

" Tt wmih^alillnes'sio^ 
ItmtmasLiwMeh 


\am- 

isadnigagidhM 


which disease? (Artjani 
KtimarGoeLTInsukia) , 

, IIWfkiA penalty did the '' 
Anha ^mtra prescribe for 
a person who spreads 
false rumours? (J. 
Omprakash Asit tttd 
.tMhavLJhamimudaZ) 
lipWhatisSCIOS?(Amit 
Kum^ Baau, ^iiafagpohi) 

... . ih« 


ANSWERS 


'euKupu^S 
AoueioueaoikKuuH 
peuiquioo eiSAes— 

U8MI sTKMeBuep ajout 

SI UOIMM MB8SIP Vte 

*6ut6t,»H(|' 
-(tuepad B JO) iueqpeA 
to aainoo jedaupfRi, ^ 
sisoo Snip 

•seufljfVBuiMOtt' 

AeAgpedi^tstO 
qjBuejpupBHJQlg 
■soppidts 
-sruAiAs Bjnssy 
etp 44 ueppiu luruqeMO 
.. 910)0 eqoinBUJftv 
'upnijojey 

. . Jliavoed-nlla 
■ ' 'nunpuruoo 

0 ) suixy looc) e^ 
-mauddes pu« 88)qrtd( ( 


mint. Entally and Park Circi 
are synonymous with the 
best of Calcutta sausages. 
The Goan and the Chinese 
communities have their ow 
sausages too. Each accoro 
ing to his taste! 

Rtn Ashok Dasgwta 
writes from Jhumn Teiaiya 
(Bihar); 

“Rotaract Club of Jhumri 
Tetaiya, sponsored by Rot¬ 
ary Club of Koderma, orga¬ 
nised a district level quiz 
competition among the stu¬ 
dents of colleges of Hazar- 
ibagh District. Altogether 2( 
teams each comprising twc 
participants participated in 
the preliminary rounds. The 
comfortable winners were 
Navin Pandya and Vikash 
Pandya of the local J J Col¬ 
lege. But for second place, 
there was a neck and neck 
fight. After the last round 
three teams were locked or 
same points. In the tie¬ 
breaker Prashant Sinha am 
partner of St Columbus Col 
lege, Hazaribagh emerged 
as the runner-up. The quiz 
masters were Jc Mahesh 
Oarukaand Radha Iyer." 

A quiz report from Niran- 
jan ^hera, Rourkela; 

“Youth Hostels 
Association of India, 
Rourkela Unit organised a 
quiz as a part of Rourkela 
Youth Festival among the 
different schools and 
colleges in and around 
Rourxela. Fortyseven 
college teams and 52 schoc 
teams participated. The qui 
programme was ably 
conducted by Annuradha 
Pati and Gurpreet Kaur. In 
school group, Anirban Rout 
and Md Asif Aktar Khan 
finally emerged winners ant 
were awarded the Roufest 
Quiz Shield. In the college 

S oup, Regional Engineerin 
>lle^e, Rourkela, 
consisting of N 
Viswanathan, Anurag Barui 
and Prakash Francis edgeo 
out the others to clinch the 
Roufest Quiz Shield. Youth 
Hostels Association of Indie 
Rourkela Unit has been 
conducting and promoting 
quiz activities in and arounc 
Rourkela since 1984." 






































































































































acoits gone straight also 


earn sentences an 


Bi7aBitgaaiacnnn3iriFH.-ffln r 


snows. 


confrontation with 




e Jaswantnagar Ass 


y say, may the best man win. 




RiotogrMibyKRISHAN SArm 



















lODAY, GIVE EACH OF THESE ROOMS 
A MATCHING MARBLE FLOOR. 




Y TOMORROW, DO THE SAME' 
IN YOUR HOME. 




CUT OUT THFSE THREE FLOORS. M.ATCH THEM TO 1HE ROOMS 
ON THE LEn-, AND STK'K THEM WHERE THI;Y LOOK BEST. 


Yes, with Carara, laying down a marble floor in your home i^as simple 
as sticking on 
the Boors in 
this ad! Ifs w 





.simpif. Just get 

Carara laid over . 

/.jK' 

your existing floor. It'll take only a few hours. No mess, no iiKonvenience. 


And it’s made 

D 

I of bleotltKl 








■ • . ‘JW,. {■.: ,‘4, 

/: vv,...?*' • 

■i 









i\ unique floor 


j^'^covenng 


containing fine granulated marble. It comes in two exquisite designs and a range 
of uriginal shades. What's more, Carara is scratch-resistant. After all, it's created 




p Wortd industries permit INARCO Ltd, the use of the 
trademark Armstrong, under licence. 

INAJtqOOKicM: BkhIh,: U-A. 'Advmt', Gtn. BU. M«f«. Bomht;«)OD2J. H. »2262i. 202220. 
' ttiWJiii rt, 3712040, 371225}, 3324418 WCdortu rt.444m.«27 W*m4w: ft.475101,47^^ 


(^mstrorig 

BLENDED MARBLE TILES 
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Dairy Special 

INSTANT MILK FOR TEA A COFFEE 


It ^5peci0l|l 


vimj. , 








cpniNKL^ _ 


AR 


Sapan Daily SpacW. 

Puts life into my tea and coffee 
Mmmm A taste so special 
And so convenient to use 
No more heating water to make liquid milk 
No more stubborn lumps that refuse to dissolve 
No more washing dirty pots and pans 
Unlike other dairy whiteners 
Here is convenience at your finger tips 
JuataprinUa.. atir^andalp' 

That s my perfect mate for tea and coffee 


\ow 

'-°‘"suc*n 




If you ire haalth conscious and 
If you Ilka a more wholesonw would prefar to cut down on 
creamier cup cholesterol and sugar but not taste 




Si:::-. 


For a perlpct rup of tea Of coflee 
follow instructions on the pack 


JUST SPRINKLE... STIR... & SIP 


A (piaMy lawliid Nffl Piimla ifiAt^^ 



















\ asha Rani detested Bombay mon- 
soons. It was. the one time of the 
JLj^m that she seriou^ considered 
abandonins the dty and fleeing to Madras. 
She hated waking up to a nxnning 
with the sound d ram pehmg her wm- 
dows. 9ie hated the (^essive damp¬ 
ness. No building in Botmay, no matt^ 
how posh, was monsocm-pmfi Mouldy 
patches all over the house, the stench d 
carpets heavy with water. The walls wept, 
the windows leaked, and the rain setu>ied 
to seep into everything—including her 
mind. 

The monsoons disoriented her com¬ 
pletely. She couldn’t judge from die E^t 
outside whether it was ^y afternoon or 
late evening. She dislflted having the lights 
on at hcxneaE through the day. There was 
absolutely nothing romantic about the 
downpour outside and no amount of Esten- 
ing to mood-music removed the dark, 
gl^y clouds that hung over her. Most of 
aE Aasha Rani loathed stepping out of her 
villa into the puddles outside. 

The long dnve to distant studios would 
Kt even longer as her van staEed every 
tew metres. Traffic snarls everyvlmre: 
raised v(»ces and tempers, irate drivers 
honking in a vain effort to get everybody 
moving. As if the sound alone would blast 


In this extract from her 


IS 

















the clogged drains and empty the roads of 
mounds of rotting garbage. Bombay starJr 
during the rains. The three monsoon 
months seemed endless. 


It was while her car was stuck at the 
Bandra intersection that she noticed 
.^shay's Mercedes right next to her. He 
was alone in the back seat reading fndia 
Today. She looked at him for nearly five 
minutes with longing and sadness. He 
wasn't keeping very well these days. It 
showed on his face. Why liad he cut her 
.out of his life so totally? Did his career 
matter all that much to him.'' Was it just 
Rita's and Malmi's threats that did it? Or 
had he got tired of her? She had to know. 

She lowered her window and tried to 
attract his attention. Her sleeve got dren¬ 
ched in seconds. Damn! Akshay’s driver 
saw her before he did and turned around 
to inform him. Akshay looked up from the 
magazine and quickly looked away. Aasha 
Rani was crushed. Why? What had she 
done to him. it was so unfair! 

Spontaneously, in the pouring rain, she 
opened the car door and jumped out. Be¬ 
fore Akshay knew what was happening, 
she’d got in beside her. “You are dripping 
Vet and ruining my car," he said coldly. 
“Akshay, please, not in front of—” and she 
indicated the driver. Her own was staring 
at the scene operu-mouthed. 

The lights had changed. Akshay's driver 
had to move but he didn’t have instruc¬ 
tions. To the studios as usual, or...? 
There was a deafening cacophony of car 
horns and to add to the confusion, almost 
out of nowhere, a crowd of half-naked 
urchins appeared and surrounded 
Akshay’s car. “Abbey hero. Love-Love, 
Kiss-Kiss!” they hollered, thumping the 
windows and obstructing the windshield. 

“You have no right to behave like this,” 
Akshay said, his nostrils flaring with rage. 
Aasha Rani pleaded with him, “Please, all I 
want is one hour of your time. Don’t turn 
me away. Don't create a scene, not here. ” 
Akshay glared at her, “I’m not the one 
creating the scene—you are. I’ll ask my 
driver to pull up after the hghts and I'd be 
obliged if you got into your own car. 
There’s nothing I have to say to you.” 
Aasha Rani tried to hold his hand. The 
urchins screamed with delight and 
shouted, “Chuma-Chuma. ” He pulled his 
hand away and said a sliarp “Chalo" to the 
driver. 

Aasha Rani knew she was running out of 
tune. In desperation, she bent and touched 
his feet. "I beg of you, don’t do this to me. 
You have humiliated me enough. All I want 
is an explanation. Tell me why you stop¬ 
ped seeing me, wanting me and I’ll never 


Extracted from Starry Nights by 
Shobba D6; Penguin Books India (P) 
Ltd; 1991; Rs6S 


bother you again. ” Akshay kniked into her 
eyes and something about theu expression 
made him change his mind. He told the 
driver to turn the car around and head for 
Holiday Inn. 

It felt so good to be back in the familiar 
suite and the even more familiar bed. 
Aasha Rani clung to Akshay. .She was 
dying to ask him why he had cut her out of 
liis life. But she knew better. Their love- 
making was different too. No biting, claw¬ 
ing or frenzied passion. Akshay was gentle 
and unfrenzied. Aasha Rani didn’t feel too 
much like a tigress herself. They hardly 
spoke. But both of them knew that the 
affair was on once more. 'I'hat the self- 
imposed ban had been lilted. 


But Aasha Rani’s producers weren’t all 



‘You don’t understand, 
Shethji.llovethis man. I 
really do. I want to marry 
him. Bear his child. We 
have found a way. but don't 
ask me what. I can’t tell 
you. As soon as the 
ceremony is over, you'll be 
the first person I’ll bring 
sweets for. But please do 
not try and stop me. This 
means everything to me. 
everything’ 



that sympathetic or understanding. She 
began receiving angrv calls. One of them 
was from Gopal. He put it crudely, “De- 
kho, jaan-e-man, we all know that your 
chakkar with Akshay has astarted again, 
Chaio theek hai. You are free to warm 
anybody’s bed if you want to. But not on 
our time. We are the people who pay for 
your fun. Remember that. If you ditch us, 
you will be finished. Each time you don’t 
turn up for shoting, we lose lakhs. You 
have already been knocked out of three big 
productions. Your reputation is mud. 
There are bazaar girls willing to take your 
place. Now listen to me, if you care about 
yourself and that Manga, keep the dates 
you’ve given us. A lot of money .is in¬ 
volved. If you don’t, there are ways of 
dealing with you. Not even the Shethji vrill 
be able to help you then. All I have to do is 
to phone Amrishbhai and let him know 


about your Mda with his pyaata beta. Piui 
to khatam. 


Fortunately for Aasha Rani, her next 
two films were hits. Nothing else counted 
in the industry. She knew that too. She 
tcxik advantage of the situation to skip 
work even more. Her schedules became 
erratic. She was dubbed the most unde¬ 
pendable star. She was warned that an 
industry boycott was being planned. 


The showdown finally took place on Ra¬ 
jiv Behl’s sets. Aasha Rani was playing a 
double-role in his film. The usual one that 
revolved around twins separated at birth. 
She was expected to score a double vic¬ 
tory with Hum D<mo, Alag. But Aasha 
Ram’s mind was not on the film at ail. An 
elaborate mansion had lieen erected for 
the climax in which the rich twin comes 
face to face with the poor one. The shoot¬ 
ing required complicated camera-work. 
Everybody was tense, includittg the young 
producer-director whose maiden film it 
was. 

The first time Aasha Rani failed to show 
up he was furious but restrained himself 
when she arrived two days later. The 
second time he spoke to her firmly, but 
not sharply. The third time he threw a 
tantrum. Aasha Rani threw a counter¬ 
tantrum. The fourth time he asked her to 
get out. But Aasha Rani was too happy to 
care: “To hell with movies, yaar, ” she 
laughed when Linda told her that film- 
heroes were refusing to sign films if it 
meant acting opposite her. It was just the 
signal amnia needed to come back and take 
charge of her daughter’s career and life 
once again. 


A mirchand wasn't happy with the de¬ 
velopments, either. He sent for Aasha 
Rani after nearly three months. She knew 
what the meeting was for. Before he could 
sa^ anything, she fell at lus feet and said, 
“Forgive me. 1 have realised my mistake.” 
Amirchand picked her up gently and put 
her on the settee. “Look here, I have 
been hearing stories, receiving com¬ 
plaints. All this is not good. You have to 
decide what you want to do with your hfe. 
Right now you are throwing it away. Your 
career is a shambles. Producers, direc¬ 
tors, financiers, even your heroes have 
come to me. I told them, ‘Bhai, she isn’t 
my private property. Her life is her life. 
Why complain to me?’ But they said, 
‘Shethji, only you will be able to help us. 
Only you can drill some sense into her 
head. We run at a loss if she cancels 
shooting. Today her films are still doing 
well. But we are gambling with our money 
on her future films. The public is fickle. 
Tomorrow there may be another craze, 
another heroine. Well be stuck with un- 
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saleable films starring her which have gone 
over-budget because of her nonsense. 
IJsko line wem /aga do.' So tell me what 
. are you planning to do? (jive me a straight 
answer. No bakwns." Aasha Kani said, 
“OK, Boss, no bakwas. "And she told him 
her plans. "Akshay and I have decided to 
gel married.’’ 

The Shethji kaiked at her incredulously, 
his eyes (xipping oui o( their sockets. “7u 
bilkul pa^al bo payee hat kyaf Married? 
How? He is already married. I'hat wife of 
his will never agree to a divorce. Kven if 
she does, it will take years and years. You 
will be an old hag by thmi. You have lost 
your senses. Snap out of it! Concentrate 
on your career Find the right man. If you 
can't, 1 will. This much I can do for you. 
But don’t waste your time on that worth¬ 
less fellow. He can’t even keep you happy 
in bed. 1 hear he is very sick. ’’ 

Aasha' Kani fell back automatically into 
her old habit of pressing .Amirchand’s feet, 
"'i’oii don't understand, .Shethji. I love this 
man. 1 really do. 1 want to many him. 
Hear his child. We havi' found a way. but 
don’t ask me what. 1 can’t tell you. As 
soon as the ceremony is ovei, you’ll be the 
first person I’ll bring sweets for. Hut 
please do not try and sloj) me. Thl^ means 
eveiything to me. everything.’’ 

"All you women are lust the same- 
bloody fools! How can you be any different 
from your mother? She ruined your life. 
Now, you’ll rum your child’s. Don't you 
learn from mistakes? What did that father 
of youis do for any of you? He didn’t even 
give you Ins name. What will Akshay do, 
will he recognise vour bastard child.'' You 
are being cruel to an innocent life. To 
satisfy your selfish urges vou will raise a 
baby whose tathei will disown it- -mark 
my words. How will that child gi'ow up and 
go to school? Have you thought of all these 
things?" 

Aasha Kani staited to i ry. "Shethji, you 
know 1 have tried to get Aksha> out ol m\ 
life. I’d stopped .seeing him in between. 1 
went with other men hoping I'd be able to 
get him out of my thoughts. But it didn’t 
work. I'm willing to sacrifice evervlliuig. 
My career, my money, tame, sub koeb. .All 
1 want are youi blessings. There is nobody 
else 1 can depend on in the world. Not 
even anmia. If she finds out my plans, she 
will kill me. She’ll do an^dhiiig to stop this 
maniage. Shethji, 1 beg of you. don't hate 
me for what I'm doing. .And you can tell all 
my producers that I’ll finish their assign¬ 
ments on time. Now that I know the 
course my life is going to take, I feel 
cabner. 1 feel secure. 1 won’t ditch any-- 
body. I’ll turn up for shooting. But I’m not 
■ going to sign any more films either.” 

Without another word, she bent dowm 
V t^.touch, his feet, picked up her bag and 
m out, tears streaming down her face. 


T he news that Aasha Rani was quitting 
fibns spread quickly. Linda was the 
first to phone. “Is it true?" she asked. 
“Yes," Aasha Kani said in an excited voice. 
“Why?" Linda demanded. “Are you asking 
as a friend or jounialist?” Aasha Rani 
asked. “Don’t you know by now—there is 
no such thing as ‘friendship’ between jour- 
naUsts and film-stars? A scoop is a scoop. 
It comes first—before anything else.' 
“Come and have lunch with me. We’ll taUc 
about it.” Linda paused, “I’ll be bringing a 
photographer along. Put on your make-up 
and wear something trendy,” Aasha Rani 
groaned, “Listen, do you never stop work¬ 
ing? I don’t feel like applying make-up 
today. 1 want to relax, chat, gossip.” 
“Forget it in that case. 1 have loads of stuff 
to write. You know we are working on our 
annual issue right now. I’m not a lady of 
leisure like you. I work for a bving. I can’t 
waste time hogging idlis and listening to 
you mooning over that eunuch unless 1 can 
use your quotes!" Linda snapped. Aasha 
Kani was m much too gcxid a mood to 
protest. “Cbalo tbeek hai, sec you in an 
hour." 

Amma was suspicious. “Who was that 
on the phone?” she demanded. “Just Lin¬ 
da," Aasha Kani said nonchalantly. “Just 
Linda, ’’ anmia mimicked. “Huh! That girl 
IS no good. I’ve told you before. She is not 
your well-wisher. She is a trouble-maker. 
Why do you waste your time with her 
kind?” Aasha Kani smiled a mysterious 
smile and said notliing. 

.‘inwia had not been told about the mar¬ 
riage plans. She was furious when she 


heard Aasha Rani telling a producer over 
the phone that she was returning the sign¬ 
ing amount of his forthcoming picture. 
“Have you gone nvid? Why are you doing 
tliis?" she demanded. "I feel like takuig 
some time off. I’m tired amma, 1 need a 
holiday,” Aasha Kani repUed airily. “What 
nonsense! At your age—tired? You look 
like a horse. There’s nothing wong with 








you. Now is the time to make money," 
amma said scornfully. 

“Money, money, money. That’s all you 
think of. Well, I’m fed up of being your 
money machine. I’ve done enough for ev- 
eryboidy—you, Sudha and the others— 
now, 1 want to live for myself and enjoy 
life.” Amma glared at her, eyes blazing, 
“Ungrateful wretch! I've sacrificed so 
much—my youth, my time, my energy. 
What for? So that I could make vou a star. 


And this is how you treat your family? You 
want to tlirow everything away on some 
stupid whim, on some stupid man? Tell 
me. Baby, is that flop actor going to look 
after you in your old age? Is he going to 
look after your amma or vour sisters? We 
have to kxik after ourselves. Tomorrow, 
you won’t have anybody willing to look at 
you. Today you are famous, successful. 
India is at your feet. But memory is very 
short. II you get out of films, other girls 
will get in and the same fans who run after 
you today will be chasing them. That is the 
way the world is. Your arrogance won’t 
work. Listen to your amma. Who else can 
tell you the truth? And don’t open your 
heart to that evil girl. Never trust these 
journahsts. They are sntikes—vicious and 
poisonous. She will not think twice before 
biting you!” 


"Aasha Rani’s Suicide Attempt,” 
screamed the headline in an eveninger. 
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Linda’s byline was prominently displayed. 
Not wanting to wait tor a month before 
carrying the sensational news in her own 
magazine, Linda tiad sold the story to the 
paper on the condition that they front¬ 
paged the news and gave her a well- 
displayed byline. The short, snappy copy 
was full of statements that Aasha Rani had 
made to Linda strictly in confidence: feel- 


The phone at home had 
been ringing constantly with 
reporters hungry for the 
sordid details but amma 
fobbed off the journalists. 
Various publications had 
already written their 
versions of the suicide. 
She’d made It to the covers 
of all the leading film 
magazines and also rated a 
’newsmaker’ item in a 
political weekly. Akshay’s 
’role’in her suicide attempt 
had been unabashedly 



mgs and ideas .she’d let slip from time to 
time. She quoted Aasha Rani on topics 
ranging from her disillusionment with the 
film industry to hei decision to quit, to 
marry .Akshay, and to have his baby. The 
last was the final blow. 

Kishenbhai and amma stared at the pap- 
’ er m disbelief. “Is this true?” Kishenb¬ 
hai asked. Amma shook hei 
tioad, “.Aasha Rani has lost 
her mind. She has gone mad. 
•No, I hope It is not true. She hasn’t men¬ 
tioned it to me at all. But these last few 
days she had become so secretive. .She 
didn't tell me anything. I'm sure that she- 
devil Linda ha? made it all up to make her 
story sensational. Aasha Ram would not 
take such a step, I know my Baby. That 
wretched woman. I’d warned Baby about 
her. .Now her eyes will finally open. These 
journalists are all the same. I’ll deal with 
her later—Linda ki bachchi. Poor, poor 
Baby. ” 

A asha Rani took two days to come out 
of the coma. She was dopey and dis- 





ontTilt’d when she surfaced but the mo¬ 
ment the groRginess cleared she asked 
about Ak-sliay; "Is he all right?" 

Amnia and Kishenbhai exchanged kxiks. 
It was then that Aasha Rani noticed 
Kishenbhai hovering in a comer. “What is 
he doing here? Who let him in?” Kishen¬ 
bhai placed a restraining hand over hers 
and said, "Please don’t exert yourself. 'I’ry 
and rest. Relax a little. It’s all right. Ev¬ 
erybody IS all right. ’’ Aasha Ram tried to 
get up but couldn’t. "Why am I in this 
horrible room? I want to go home! Take 
me home iinmediatelv. I'm not staying 
here!” 

Ainma put her amis around her. "You’ll 
have to remain here for a few more days. 
I’ll he here. If you like I’ll ask Sudha to 
come from Madras. Don’t worry about 
anything. Kishenbhai is here now.” 

"1 hate him,” Aashii Rani sobbed, "1 
hate him (or getting me into the industry, 
for ruining my life. I will never forgive him, 
nevx-'r. Now take me home. I want to go 
home!” 

It was only a fortnight later that Aasha 
Rani was able to read Linda’s scathing 
scrxip. The phone at home had been ring¬ 
ing constantly with reporters hungry for 
the sordid details hut a/ii/ii.'i fobbed off the 
journalists Various publications had 
already written their versions of the 
suicide. She’d made it to the covers of all 
the leading film magazines and also rated a 
’newsmaker’ item in a political weekly. 
Akshay’s ’role’ in her suicide attempt had 
been unabashedly hyped and there were 
quite a few boxed interviews with Malini 
who had chosen to adopt the we-have- 
nothing-to-do-with-it line, making sure to 
speak in the plural —for herself and 
AJvshay. 

The stories veered Iroin the plainly 
absurd to the truly vicious. Akshay and 
Aasha Ram had been dubbed a modern-day 
Salim and Anarkali jodi and there were 
several snide digs about unrequited love. 

The letters and flowers continued to 
pour in. including a bouquet and card from 
Linda. Amnia liHiked at it and shuddered 
as if it held somethmg contaminated and 
vile. Silently, she trashed the roses and 
tore up the card. "The cheek of the 
woman,” Aasha Ram heard hei say to 
Kishenbhai. “I’ll deal with her. A defama¬ 
tion case wall cost too much and in the end, 
our Baby will suffer. But I’m gomg to talk 
to Amirchand. He’ll set that chud'a/Vright.” 

In her statements to the press Malini 
had stressed the point that it was Aasha 
Ram who always threw herself at her hus¬ 
band, even after he had made it clear that 
he was not interested. Ajay too, had been 
quoted as saying, “My brother has so 
many women in love with him. Can he be 
held responsible if one of them tries to kill 
herself out of frustration?” 

Ody j^hay had refused all interviews. 


years. We want romance 
like we see in the films. We 
want our husbands to sit at 
our feet while we sing 
songs and feed them 
grapes. We want them to be 
our slaves and listen to our 
every word. And what do we 
tell them? ‘The maid servant 
didn't turn up today.’ Or 
‘Darling, the jeweller has to 
be paid ’ 


He’d become cold and unapproachable, 
withdrawing into an ominous silence. 
Aasha Rani was shattered by his uidiffer- 
ence; by the way he iieithei coiifiniied not 
denied any of the rumours She was 
anguished by the fai't that lie had even 
refused to acknowledge Iheir relationship. 
That he had not so much as mentioned her 
name. As if, foi lum, the suicide bid had 
indeed been successful, and she had 
ceased to exist. But .Aaslia Rani still ached 
to see lum. Still hungered tor fiis touch. 
Still searched the bouquets and cards for 
his familiar scrawl. A word. A sign. She 
would ask amma if there weie any mes¬ 
sages from him half-a-dozen limes a day. 
Amma would pretend she hadn’t heard and 
busy herself fluffing the pillows. 

Strangely enough, Aasha Ram’s suicide 
attempt gave a little boost to .Akshay'r. 
career. As Kishenbhai explained it, “Aasha 
Ram has made him a hero once more. The 
very fact that she was willing to die for him 
makes him a big superstar in the public’s 
eyes. They think there must be something 
to him if someone bke Aasha Ram loves 
him—to this extent. Chalo, let hun be¬ 
nefit. It must be his imeeb. We’U wo^ 
about our girl. She has to resume shooting 
within a month, or even her under¬ 
production films will go. ” 

Kishenbhai instructed amma to make 
sure Aasha Rani got the right nourish¬ 
ment, enou^ fruit juice, curd and ba¬ 
lanced nuts to get the colour back in her 
face. 

Aasha Rani, however, was not in a 
cooperative frame of nund. She was list¬ 
less and unhappy, moping around the 
house, yearrang for Akshay. She refused 
to look at new scripts or consider the offer 
she got for a prestigious Tv’ senal. “It is 
work that will heal the scars, ” amma said. 
“You must get back to the studios. That is 
the only way you'll forget. Who knows, if 
your stars are nght, you may even meet 


the right man. Don't think I’m bemg self¬ 
ish. I want you to get married. I want you 
to settle down. But before that, you have 
to organise your life. Don’t wait for that 
bastard to change his nund. Men arc all 
the same. He will never leave his wife. 
Now even his career is pickmg up th,inks 
to you. He doesn’t need you any more, the 
sixmer you realise the uselessness of your 
ohsessioii the better. ” 
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Aasha Rani knew arnma was right. Bui 
the memory of Akshay haunted her day 
and night. There was hardly a single w’ak- 
ing moment when she didn’t think of him 
and their time together. She broke down 
and told arrnna. “It's no use. 1 cannot 
forget him If he is keeping to himself, he 
has his reasons. I respect his decision.” 

For his part, Akshay left decision¬ 
making to .‘\jay and this time as well he 


respected his brother’s advice. “Forget 
that woman,” Ajay told Akshay. “She is no 
good for you; just a cheap gangster 
woman. 1 will get you better girls—youn¬ 
ger prettier. I’m not saving stay faithful to 
your wife. As India’s biggest siud, it is 
your duty to have the world’s most beauti¬ 
ful women. Bui leave that man-eater." 

What Ajay and Malitu could not counter 
was the mi-xture of guilt and loss that 













seemed to suck the life out ot him. Akshay 
iiad started taking sitar lessons and tfiey 
were a convenient excuse to shut himself 
off in his room for hours on end. “RJyaaz," 
he’d say. when Malini asked him what he’d 
been doing all alone. Mixidy, distracted 
and out of breath mote often than not. 
Akshay had lost his looks. Ins personality. 
He was gaunt and hollow-eyed; a ruined, 
haunted man. 

Rita came to see what the matter was. 
Her husband’s money was tied up in a 
couple of Ak.shay-productions. Malini let 
her in and tried io distract her with food. 
“Have another samosa. Some cold cof- 
fee’^—It’s the best in Bombay, ji. " Rita's 
mouth moved constantly as she popped 
one snack after the other, but her eyes 
were unblinkingly riveted to Akshay’s 
diK-r. Finally she said, "Let me get to the 
point, Maliniji. I’ve come about Akshayii. 
What is the matter with him? You know 
you can trust me. Nervous breakdown 
or...?” 

Malini’s laugh was straineo, “Nothmg of 
the sort. Akshay is just fine, He has been 
working too hard, fiut after a fortnight's 
rest, he’ll be back in the studios feeling 
fresh.” Rita helped herself to a gulab 
jamup. "You aren’t hiding anything from 
me, are you? I’ve been hearing all sorts of 
stories ” 

"All rubbish, Ritaji,” said Malini as .she 
pul another gu/ab janiun in Rita’s plate. 
“Rumours, nothing else. People are so 
jealous. Rival henx'S are spreading all this 
nonsense. It’s just not true. Akshay is a 
httic fatigued, that is all. Did I show you 
my new Japanese pearls?” 

But Rita was not to be diverted. “Does 
it have anything to do with Aasha Rani’s 
lafda? 1 heard it was all because of 
Akshay.” 

"Nonsense! What has Akshay to do with 
that woman? We don’t even utter her 
name in this house. It is all her fantasy. 
What can poor Akshay do? He has told her 
thousands of times, ‘Stop dreaming. ’ That 
too he stopped, thinking he might be en¬ 
couraging her. She is a maniac, 1 think— 
we think—she needs psychiatric treat¬ 
ment. Woh kuch paagal si ho gavec hat. 
she needs help. She has gone mad, ” Malini 
said more sharply than she had intended 
to. 

“He had agreed to marry her. you 
know. 'Very reliable people have told me 
this.” Rita said as she turned her attention 
to a plate of greasy cheese-balls. Malini 
took her'time pouring a cup of tea from the 
silver tea-service and then spoke deliber¬ 
ately: “That woman will go to any extent 
to damage Akshay. And to rum our family 
life. Men she saw she was gettmg no¬ 
where, she began spreading these absurd 
stories about their marriage. What mar¬ 
riage? Are we divorced yet? Akshay has 
never even uttered that dirty word in this 






house. Poor frustrated woman. 1 feel s(.»r- 
ry for her. She lives in her own world. 
Marriage! Hah! As if my husband has gone 
completely mad.” 

Quite unexpectedly, Kita softened and 


to be ruined." KapaJ Singh told Amrishbhai 
at the latter’s gigantic office in a South 
Bombay high-rise. "He is having an affair 
with that cheap actress, that harlot, Aasha 
Rani. She has already ruined other men 


knew it was only he who could save his 
young defenceless daughter-in-law. He in¬ 
structed his secretary not to put throuf^ 
any calls. Strictly no interruptions or visi¬ 
tors. It took Amnshbhai three hours to 


took her hand. "Don’t get excited, yaar. 
'These things happen in a marriage. We’ve 
all been in the same boat sometime or the 
other. No point in getting hysterical. 
We’ve had this chat before. But let me tell 
you .something once again. If you want 
your husband back—1 mean really back, 
not just physically around—then be good 
to him. 'Treat him with love. He needs it. 
He seems a lonely, lost man. 

“Dekho yaar, you can say it’s none of 
my business. And you can try and bullshit 
me. But what would be the point of that? 
I’m your friend—Tm the entire industry’s 
friend. I want all of us to do well, live well, 
be happy. Apart from the business angle, 
where I admit I have a matlab, Tm con¬ 
cerned about both ot you as an older didi 
who has seen life. 

“These men, our lllnii men, are very 
insecure, no matter how successful they 
are. In fact, the more they succeed, the 
worse they feel, 'lake my husband. Each 
hit makes him more miserable. Im¬ 
mediately, his mind goes to the next one— 
‘Will I make money on that or will I lose 
everything?’ It’s the same with your hus¬ 
band. ‘Will my next film flop. Or be a hit?’ 
‘Will producers still flock to my door?’ ‘Will 
my fans desert me?’ This is the time a man 
needs an understanding woman. 

“Our problem is that we have become 
greedy. Very greedy. And we expect 
some great tilings out of marriage. Look at 
me. Over twenty years with tliis fellow 
and yet 1 expect him to remember my 
birthday, our .anniversary, (ret presents. 
Have a party. Stupid. I tell myself, ‘Don’t 
be silly, yaar.' Men forget such things 
after the first two or three years. We want 
romance like we see in the films. We want 
our husbands to sit at our feet while we 
sing songs and feed them grapes. We want 
them to be our slaves and listen to our 
every word. And what do we tell them? 
’’The maid servant didn't turn up today.’ Or 
‘Darling the jeweller has to be paid. ’ We 
think of fantasies. We demand communica¬ 
tion, attention, pampering. Arrey baba. 
forget it. We should be liappy if they don’t 
beat us. bum us. torture us. insult us, 
discard us. That is all.” 

By the time she finished, Rita had Mali- 
ni’s attention completely. The older 
woman affectionately put an arm around 
Malini and said to her. "Let’s go and meet 
.Akshay. He might be feeling lonely. ” 


A mrishbhai got to hear of his son’s 
escape only after Abhijit and Aasha 
Rani were safely airborne. Malini told him. 
Not^dtre^y, of course. But through a 
ctkibnilftk^VotBce. “Your son’s life is going 



and other marriages. Now, she has got her 
eyes on your son. You have to intervene 
and stop this ridiculous maamla at once. If 
bhabhiji finds out—that too, in the condi¬ 
tion she’s in. ” 

Amnshbhai was enraged by the news. 
He had become extremely fond of his 
young bahi/and had left instructions that m 
her delicate condition, her every wish was 
to be catered to. “An heir is to be bom in 
our family," he’d said proudly at a board 
meeting at which Abhijit had been pre.setu 
When lus father made the announcement 
Abhijit had modestly looked down into his 
lap and accepted the congratulations. He 
was glad for Nikita, but the news of the 
baby hadn’t made much of a difference to 
him. In a way he’d felt relieved. “Thank 
God, yaar. Now at least she’ll stay out of 
my hair. It will give her somellung to do,” 
he had infoimed his squash buddy. 

After his visitor left /\inrishbhai sat for a 
long while in his office. Now everything fell 
into place; his .son’s absences from his 
house in the evenings when he should 
have been with his wife; Nikita’s rebance 
on him when she should have been looking 
to her husband for support: his son's 
casual acceptance of the fact that he would 
soon be a father. Amrishbhai’s brows 
creased with fury. How could his son do 
this to his wile? Betray her, in her condi¬ 
tion, with that slut who’d sleep with any¬ 
one provided the money was right? He 
needed to come up with a plan if he was to 
save the tamily honour, prevent the scan¬ 
dal from blossoming. But most of all. he 



For his part, Akshay left 
decision-making to jyay.... 
‘Forget that 

woman,’iyay told Akshay. 
‘She is no good for you; just 
a cheap gangster woman. I 
will get you better 
girl^younger, prettier. 
I’m not saying stay faithful 
to your wife. As India’s 
biggest stud, it is ymir duty 
to have the world’s most 
beautiful women. But leave 
Biat man-eater’ 


arrive at a decision. Close to midnight he 
phoned his travel agent. Personally. The 
man jun^d when he heard Amrishbhai’s 
voice. “Get me on the next flij^t to New 
Zealand--any route, any airline, any class. 
It’s an emergency.” 

Amrishbhai was already waiting at Au¬ 
ckland airport when Abhijit and Aasha Rani 
landed there, after a shop-till-you-drop 
stopover in Singapore. Abhijit was the first 
to spot his father standing m the lounge. 
“Oh my (Rxi!” he said clutcliing Aasha 
Rani’s arm. “He’s here!” “Who?” she 
asked carelessly. “My father! It’s him. 
Bloody shit! How did he find out. Oh 
hell—I hope nothing has happened to Niki¬ 
ta or tlie baby. Why the [****] would he 
be here otherwise?” If Abhijit had had his 
way, he would have bolted from the scene. 
But that was impossible. Aasha Rani was 
nervous too, but didn’t want to show it. 
She tried clinging to Abhijit’s arm, but he 
slirugged off her hand and snarled, “Are 
you crazy? Take your hands off me. He’s 
looking.” Numbly he collected their lug¬ 
gage and walked slowly out to meet his 
father. 

Amrishbhai ignored Aasha Rani 
altogether. Hut he greeted Abliijit affec¬ 
tionately, “Don’t worry—nobody is dead. 
Come on, let's go. Where are you 
booked?” Abhijit looked helplessly at 
Aaslia Ram and stuttered, “Look dad, I 
can explain...” Funnily enough Aasha Rani 
was enjoying Abliijit’s discomfiture. She 
felt removed from the whole scene as the 
tough old man put an arm around his son, 
who, she noted, almost dropped at the 
touch, and walked him away like a small 
boy. 

Six hours later Abhijit walked into theii 
suite. “It’s all over darling,” he said in a 
small, broken voice. “There’s nothing to 
explain or say. Dad has said it all. Tm 
exhausted. Please don’t ask questions. Tm 
checking out. Dad wants you to stay here 
as lung as you want. He's left instructions 
that all your bills be settled. He has also 
left you money tor shopping and travelling. 
There’ll be more when you get back to 
Bombay. His guys will be in touch with 
yon. I don’t have to tell you tliat this is 
goodbye.” 

Aasha Rani looked at him wordlessly. 
She left intensely sorry for the pathetic, 
scared man standing in front of her. She 
would have stayed out of Abhijit’s life for 
free but since a gift package was being 
thrust at her she’d be a fool to turn her 
back on it. Coolly, she held out her hand. 
“All the luck in the world,” she said, “and 
thank your father for his generous offer. 
Tell him I accept.” ■ 







THE JEWISH GIRLS SCHOOL 



ITie main influx of Jewish 
settlers into Calcutta took 
place in the early 19th century. 

Since their arrival, the com¬ 
munity in fjenerai prospered. 
However, not much attention 
was given to educating the 
chddren, whether m religious 
or conventional subjects. The 
children of the poor, especial¬ 
ly, were the worst sufferers. 

In fact, it was the Christian 
.missionaries who initially 
started the education of Jewish 
children by setting up a free 
Christian Hebrew Missionary 
School. Those who could not 
joui this school or other Christ¬ 
ian schools were deprived of a 
formal education. 

The state of affairs might 
well have continued were it 
not for an incident which came 
to the notice of Rev. E.M.D. 
Cohen, the greatest contribu¬ 
tor to the Jewish community. 


Hearing that a Jewish girl was 
ready to be converted to 
Christianity, he published a 
series of articles which shook 
the community and awakened 
in them a sense of responsibil¬ 
ity. He appealed to the com¬ 
munity for the setting up of a 
school exclusively for Jewish 
children. Benefactors like 
Moses Jacob Abeasis, Moshe 
Mayohasand K.M. Cohen 
readily responded to the 
appeid which resulted in the 
founding of Calcutta’s first 
Jewish school, Thejewish 
Girls and Infants School, in 
1881. 

With the opening of an inde¬ 
pendent section for boys, the 
name of the institution was 
changed to Jewish Boys and 
Girls School. In 1885, this sec¬ 
tion merged with the girls’ 
school and the institution was 
named simply Thejewish Girls 


School. The school faced finan¬ 
cial constraints in its formative 
years. However, government 
aid started pouring in since 
19(M when it was recognised 
as a ‘European School'. Under 
this ccxle, education was im¬ 
parted upto the middle schcKil 
level. By 1911 this code was 
revised and the school was 
granted secondary status upto 
the Cambndgo Junior School 
Certificate standard, 'fill then 
the school functioned from H 
Pollock Street in central Cal¬ 
cutta. 

In 1926 the foundation of its 
new building was laid by Sir 
David Ezra through the efforts 
of Rev. E.M.D. Cohen who 
played a significant role in 
organising funds. The sc'hool 
(sketched above) is at present 
situated at 6.’1 Park Street. It is 
open to all communities and 
boasts of a high standard with 
an able teaching staff. 
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INNER EYE a Bejan Daruwolla 


lA 

March 21-'April 20 
Journey and collabo- 

_ rations, visits to 

clinics and hospitais, introspec¬ 
tion and assessment will charac¬ 
terise the week Romance will 
Involve secret ties, rendezvous 
or liaison. The name of the game 
is expansion, investment, trans¬ 
actions and trading, say, on 
June 1 and 2. Travel will be an 
antidote to restlessness. Health 
may cause some worry. Renova¬ 
tion and decoration, children and 
hobbies provide a necessary 
safety valve to your conflicts and 
tensions. 

AURUS 

April 21- May 20 

A wish fuNiltment, a 
job well done, roman 
ce, socialising, business deals 
and transactions are the mam 
trends of the week. Romance 
will be exciting, in finance, there 
will be excellent prospects of clin¬ 
ching a major deal and out of 
court settlements. Travel will 
give pleasure and profit. Your 
health will not trouble you. Now 
is the chance to make your 
home comfortable as well as 
beautiful 

EMINI 

May 21 -June 20 

Hard work, buying or 
selling, journey and 
negotiations, settlements, pro¬ 
perty, legacy, funds and joint 
hnance, insurance and mortga¬ 
ge fill the week. In romance, you 
ought to work first and play after¬ 
wards. Communications and 
visits are emphasised. Regular 
habits will ensure good health 
Accidents are however not 
impossible Home and children 
will provide plenty of excitement. 




( 


ANCER 

June 21-July 20 

Creativity, journey, 
publicity, money and 
power are promised this week 
for Cancerians. Be bold. In 
romance, your heart will hum 
and thrum. Healthwise, all will be 
well. Home and children will 
keep you busy. There may even 
be a house move. Kids will 
delight you 


EO 

July 21-August 21 
The mam trends are 
deals and invest- 


I 


ments, a home away from home, 
change of office, taking over of 
an industry or factory, loans and 
I intimacies in personal 
Romance will be 
Ipassion and sophistica¬ 


an inousny ( 
fymiaand in 

,|rT!«asi 


12 



tion. Travel is almost certain. 
Health may pose a few irritants. 
Home and children will show 
great changes and bring you joy. 

IRGO 

August 22-Sept 22 

Official engage¬ 
ments. marriage, 

business connections and ties 
despite opposition and journey 
with a jrossible stopover are the 
mam trends Finance will involve 
links and trading, commission 
and agency. Extra health precau¬ 
tions may save the doctor's bill. 
Travel is probable. The home is 


where you really excel. 

IBRA 

Sopl23-Ocl22 

Job opportunities, 
new openings in pro- 
fesion and business, pets, good 
relationship with subordinates or 
colleagues are of extreme 
imponance this week. Be amia¬ 
ble and savvy Health may 
involve pitfalls Love and work 
demand travel and you may 
expect visitors. Last month's 
additions and alterations at 
home, renovation, buying and 
selling continue. 




BIRTHDAYS 


May 26 

Moon-Pluto conjunction, square 
Saturn; A bitter-sweet year but 
your work will be done. Health of 
parents and tn-laws could 
wet) be the fly in the ointment. 
Marriage, engagement, collabo¬ 
ration are the other strong possi- 
bHffles for you. 

May 27 

Moon wine Voni»; Expect more 
money. A happy family will make 
tor yMr-long happiness. Those 
in buying, selling, trading, deco¬ 
ration and perfumes, chemicals 
and laundry, do wondrously well, 
in short, a year of all-round gains. 

May 28 

FuH moon: Partnerships at all 
ievets, the pragmatic to the plato¬ 
nic, is the legacy of tois full 
moon. Those m sales, produc- 
flon. advertising, do specially 
wen, but others also find this a 
good year for business or joy. 

May 29 

Mercury opposttionrP^: TNs 
'oppo^ikm just rheafis that 
expenses and heOHh are the 

flra»e ushir^ rlr» nnnri MiatnhWi 


A journey at short notice is on 
the cards. Many of you will feel 
restless and that might have a 
psychological connotation and 
cause. Do not to worry too much. 

May 30 

Sun sextiie Jui>iter: An excellent 
time tor those m corjsorations, 
bank, TV, large organisations, 
funding and invastments. 
However, do not try to lay down 
toe taw for •others. Give them 
freedom and you will be loved. 

May 31 

Moon conjttoction Uranus- 
Nepture; Funds, loans and a sick¬ 
ness in toe family, could take 
their toll. But to be honest and 
fair your creative powers will be 
strong, imagination vivid, and 
there is no reason why you 
should not make it. A little coura¬ 
ge, therefore, should do toe trick. 

•lunal 

Moon trine Mercury- This is a 
good trine, provided you follow 
up on tomgs that matter, and do 
not leave it to blind chance or 
fate. A change in toe nature and 
. aqqpa (rf your work is very likely. 
Investments, buying and setUng, 
legacy and insurance, are toe 
nthar aailsnt features. 


CORPIO 

Oct CS-Nov 22 
Matters move your 
way in romance, spe¬ 
culation. children and delivery, 
entortainmenf and the arts. Rom- , 
ance flourishes this week. 
Money multiplies, thanks to new 
openings and past contacts. You. 
will have time for leisure, pleasu¬ 
re and gams Health shows a 
marked improvement Home 
and children are pleasantly 
highlighted. 

AGITTARIUS ‘ 

Nov 23-D»f 20 

An accent on pro¬ 
perty, be It house, 
office, real estate, industrial site, 
warehouse, vehicles, and so on 
IS the mam trend this week. 
Monetary transactions are 
certain Romance takes a back¬ 
seat because you have too 
much work on your hands. Finan¬ 
ce is the important factor now. A 
major move, shift or transfer is in 
the offing. Home and children 
deserve and demand your best. 

APRICORN 

Dec 21-Jan 19 
Contracts, assign¬ 
ments, communica¬ 
tion. journey, meetings, confer¬ 
ence and good money are promi¬ 
sed You will have your share of 
romance In finance, splendid 
opportunities and good news 
await you. Travel will prove 
lucky. You will be energetic, fully 
live. Home and children will give 
tremendous satisfaction if you 
don't expect the impossible. 

QUARIUS 

/M Jan20-Feb18 

Both romance and fm- 

_ ance come to the fore 

this week, in just the right measu¬ 
re. A family get together is predic¬ 
ted. Romance will keep you 
happy. Traders, manufacturers, 
distributors, agents will be in 
their element. Be careful about 
your health. News, views, mes¬ 
sages. buying and selling may 
compel you to travel. 

ISCES 

Feb IS-Merch 20 

Do not neglect the 
personal and emotio 
nal side of your life now. You 
may feel religious impulses and 
psychic doors will open out. Rom¬ 
ance will be just right and proper 
for you. Seize toe chance to aug¬ 
ment your income and build 
resources. Health will not impe¬ 
de your progress. Visits and mee¬ 
tings are foretold. Your riome 
and children will provide plenty 
of satisfaction and security. 
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H ong Kong does not look like a 
colony bound -for communist 
rule. Swaddled in pink fur, Bren- 
la Chau Is posing for photographs. Her 
:oat matches her pink Rolls-Royce-one 
}f three Rollses she owns-and her i»nk- 
iuited servant, sitting in the driver's seat 
It the Chau home in a luxurious suburb 
As the camera whirs in the brilliant 
mn Brenda purses her mouth in pleasu- 
t, eyes gleaming. "I had a {nnk fur,” she 
lays, "so we got a |»nk Rolls to match it” 
tniau, a lau^, and her husband Ku 
3ong are among the many citizens of 
Hong Kong «dio are riding high on die 
vave of prosperity that years of British 
iile have brought to the crown colony. 

Their home is a cross between an 
Sgyptian tomb and a Hollywood set 
>veraMUngtile harbour, ithuachande- 
ier trom Venice consisting of 7,000 sepa- 
ute glass pieces, 

G(^ leaf shines on the walls. A toilet 

■eat is inlaid witi) giM coins. 

Many vi Hong Kong's wemxHdo are 




'.rr'v.tvl 



increasingly iqiprehensive as a fateful 
date draws nearer. At midnight June 30, 
1997, this (tolony, where caintalism and 
entrepreneurship rdgn today, will beco¬ 
me part of the People’s Republic of 
China. If life gets unbearable after 1997, 
if there is no freedom, well go, says Kai 
BongChfu. 

Where? "Summers in the united King¬ 
dom, winters in Southeast Asia,” be rep¬ 
lies mth a shrug. 

To look at Hong Kong, writes Ross Ter- 
rili,You would never know that anyo- 
neisworriedaboiitit8&iturB.Itsbluelw- 
hour buzzes witii boats, hs wluto skysoa- 
pers riioot into the green Itiils beyond 
and its wof keirs wream vrith pneumatic 
drills; detnMimia^ 
fertile new.” 


Despite the uncertainties of 1997, Ter 
rill writes, "Hong Kong zooms ahead as 
if it intends to manoeuvre past any 
obstacle fate sets before it.” 

Hong Kong has announced ambitious 
plans for a new airport and a fivefold 
eiqiansion of its container-shipping port-» 
the world’s second busiest—at a total 
cost of 125 billion Hong Kong dollars 
($16 billion US). 

A dozen new hotels are under con¬ 
struction, luxury apartments are bdoig 
built and sold for handsome sums and a 
third university rises-at a cost of $ 2 bill¬ 
ion C$ 256.7 rnOlion US)-in the fulls of 
the New Territories. 

Fhiilip Bruce, spokeanan for the new 
airport, grows impatient at doubts 
eumesiiKd about it ’"Wh«t if China 
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loesn'l like it^ people say. What if this, 
irhat if that! Bruce reasons: "Hong Kong 
rould never exist if anybody had asked 
what if questions-right from 1841. 
Vhat if there’s a revolution in China? 
Vhat if there's a customs blockade^ 
Vhat if the dynasty fails? What if the 
apanese assault? V^at if the Amerians 
ry to give the place to Chiang Kai-shek’ 
fou know, you can't work on that basis ” 

And Hong Kong is a place that thrives 
>n work. It stays busy making and spend- 
ng money. "Mill the tourists laden with 
ihopping bags trudge down Nathan 
toad,” writes Terrill, "the red double- 
lecker buses belch fiimes as they weave 
imong the colony's 17,000 taxis, and 
*ven at midnight weary vendors sell 
-oast ducks that glisten as if coatcvl with 
>ruwn vaiuish 

People cut deals in 10-minute ferry 
ides or using the latest status symbol, a 
-ellular telephone, while waiting at bus 
tops. They hammer and saw and drill 
hrough the night to construct a new 
amily shop. 

"Even the escalators of the under- 
puimd train system, I found, move at 
ilmost twice the spc'ed of those in 
toston,” Terrill writes. "If you are not 
limble on the streets of Hong Kong, pity 
lelp you.” 

On a recent visit he proffered $ 100 for 
‘xchange at a cunrency window "As the 
'oung cleric crisply processed the trans- 
iction he threw me a question- 'How 
ong are you in Hong Kong?’ Mildly sur- 
irised that a bustling currency salesman 
vould have time for light conversatio;i, I 
laid. Three days.’ ‘You're not chang¬ 


ing enough money for three di^,’ he 
declai^. “Sr! How about $ 1,000?”' 

H ong Kong has the zip and tough¬ 
ness and cacophony of a Chinese 
Manhattan, in a 413-square-mile territo¬ 
ry consisting of Hong l^ng Island, Kow¬ 
loon Peninsula aid the New Territories. 

This cramped community of 5.8 mill¬ 
ion is the world’s third largest finanaal 
centre and its 11th largest trading eco- 
nom Its per capita-income, $ 89,700 ($ 
11,500 US) is second, after Japan, in East 
Asia. Its life expectancy is higher than 
that ot Britain or the United States. 

"As 1997 approaches, the miracle of 
Hong Kong is called into question,” 
writes Terrill "Will the communist dino¬ 
saur swallow this c^italist jewel? While 
ofiicials in Beijing have promised that 
Hong Kong’s social and economic sys¬ 
tem will 'remain unchanged for 50 
years,' that assurance is not widely trust¬ 
ed in the colony.” 

Martin Lee, Hong Kong’s most promi¬ 
nent liberal, is worried. "The date of 
1997 is looked upon as doomsday,” Lee 
says. "The Chinese are more concerned 
with control than with prosperity They 
don't seem to care whether the goose 
will continue to lay golden eggs. They 
just want to control the goose.” 

David Chen, a veteran journalist at the 
Soulh China Morning Post, is skeptical 
too. Chen, vriio fled to Hong Kong when 
Mao Zedong’s communists took control 
of Shanghai more than 40 years ago, 
believes that his new home’s success is 
inextricably linked to its status as a Bri¬ 
tish colony. "It’s because we had the 









Union Jack,” Chen growls, "and now the 
Union Jack is in tatters all over the Far 
East. I saw how Shanghai fell, and it 
could happen to Hoi^ Kong.” 

Opinions vary widely Some, aware 
that Hong Kong has been written off pre¬ 
maturely in the past, are more hopeful, 
recaUing previous clouds that floated 
low over the colony, only to disperse. 

How communist rulers will deal with 
Hong Kong, whose public life reflects its 
money-mindedness, ts anybody’s guess. 

A justice of the Court of Appeal recent¬ 
ly permitted a Japanese businessman 
found guilty of bribery to invest his $ 4 
million cash bail in an interest-bearing 
account. 

Even the pattern of crime suggests 
Hong Kong’s preoccupation with 
monQr, as more crimes are directed 
against property than people. 

Although the colony has its seamy 
side-with drug addicts, homeless 
people and pockets of poverty, Terrill 
writes, "1 found the Hong Kong of 1990 
transformed from the raw-edg^ place I 
first saw in 1964. The modem colony has 
found success in electronics, finance, re¬ 
export trade, manufacturing services 
and tourism. Its middle class blossoms 
as yesterday’s messenger becomes 
today’s manager.” 

Instead of throwing themselves into 
politics -a path of public expression long 
denied to Hong Kongers-many just pile 
up extraordinary possessions. The colo- 













D. S. Nahar zeroes in on 
lluttoring beaut _y 






























































between a sender and a receiver throu^ 
the telecommunication network, using 
appropriate media: analog or digital. Ana¬ 
log means that a continuous range of fre¬ 
quencies is transmitted. The sound one 
hears and the image one sees omsist of 
such a continuous range. Digital transmis¬ 
sion means that a stream of on/off pulses 
known as bits are sent the way the data 
travel in computer circuits. 

TTie source (voice microphone or TV 
camera output) and the destination (hand- 
^ radio orTT set at home) of informa¬ 
tion are predominantly analog by nature 
and will always have tlM highest degree of 
penetration in the human society, that is, 
telephone and television users and many 
times more than the telex or con^ter 
users. At the same time, transportation of 
information over long distances using dist¬ 
al communication technique is inh^ntly 
more reliable and of superior quality. So, 
considerable eSbrt went to distal trans- 
poration of information to rei^ce analog 
communication, taking it for granted that 
techniques existed to code an^ informa¬ 
tion into digital form at source and decode 
in a reverse at the destinatkm to suit the 
characteristics of terminal equipments. 
The technique of coding is tu’oadly known 
as pulse code modulation. 


H ow does the computer come so teavi- 
ly into telecommunication? Let us 
illustrate by an Example. You must have 
noticed that just a pair of lines goes out of 
your home telephc^ set. Yet you can talk 
to anybody you like. This rheans the ex¬ 
change, the multiway switch, does the 
swita^ function depending on the num¬ 
ber dialled. Most of the telephone ex¬ 
changes in our country are still strowger 
or cross-bar exchanges. Whereas the 
digital switches of today are highly special¬ 
ised computer programmed, specifically 
fac tiie processing of streams of bits. For 
the most part sud switches are neutral to 
what the streams represent—voice, text 
or images. 


In ms case the computer does the 
switching function, perhaps most efficient¬ 
ly. This IS the real time application of the 
txxnputer—meaning that tiie end-to-end 
connectivity is matured before the tele- 
idxme conversation begins. Hie property 
(rf pio 0 :ammal»lity, stora^ and spe^ of 
the computer is eiqiloited in non-real time 
anihcat^. 


In electronic mailing, text in the form of 
a letter or report is entered into the 
source computer with the mailing code of 
the destination. The computer finally takes 
care of transporting the mail to its destina¬ 
tion. P(v exvnfrie, a message from Calcut¬ 
ta to New Yon is to be sent The com- 
munidatkn network is apr^d between 
these points trith mtermediate stations, 
Sjiqr, Id Bombsy. Borne, Amsterdam and 


Lrmdon. It is ouite likely that the entire 
link, tiiat is, Calcutta, Bombay, Rome, 
Amsterdam, Lmdon and New York may 
not be free at any instant The computer 
keeps hunting the availabikty of free link 
and keeps on sending the message in pans 
for storage at an intermediate station with 
^ the book keeping of part of the message 


Second, a unified approach in squeezitu 
voice, data and image in distal fcnmiat wu 
help ^t rid of prevail^ multiple stan¬ 
dards m telecommunication. The approadh 
is known as Integrated Services Digital 
Network (ISDN), a bold and feasOile step, 
towards modem communication. It is, of' 
course, recognised that there are very 



sent tin the message reaches its destina¬ 
tion with imdti^ hops. In conqxiter ter¬ 
minology, this IS known as packet switch¬ 
ing message. 

The circumstancef favourite diptal 
transmission stem ntiiinly from taro fac¬ 
tors. First, the of high speed 

digital (msmisston at reduced-cost. 


large investments in existing telecom¬ 
munication switches and otl»r fiicfiities in 
many parts d the world, and econmnic 
^ors would make it impossible to change 
immediately to ISDN m many areas, murti- 
cubtly in devdoping countries. But »DN 
is definitely going to be the veldde'iol 
ooBUMinication of the 21 st centiiry. ■ 
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All informalion given 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


IIIihIi I ilins 


• Aiyee Milan Kl Raat; Elite 
(S.N. Baiienee Road. 241383), 
Buusree (S.P Mukheijee Road; 
484808)—4 shows 

Avuiash Wadhwan and Shaheen 
are the lead pair m this film, 
directed by K. Pappu. Others co- 
stamng are Anupam Kher, Kid- 
bbushan Kharbanda, Aloknatb, 
PaieshRawal, Aninalrara and Rita 
Bhato The music is by Anand 
Mihnd. 

a Afaana I^ar Ka: Roxy 
(Chowtuifdiee race; 284138)—4 
shows 

Dnctad by Shalyahan and with 
iniuic by Band lihin, Die Sbn 
stars Ai^ Khan and Nedam. 

• Banaam Badaha; Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 281917)—4 
shows. 


Directed by K. Ravi Shankar 
and with music by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal, the chief attractions of 
this film are Aral Kapoor, Juhi 
Chawla, Seema Deo, Kohmi Hat- 
taneady, Satish Shah, Rakesb 
Bern, Ainirah Pun and Shilpa Shir- 
odkar 

a Do Ritatwale: Opera (Leiun 


Saram; 281849), Mftra (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551133), Indtra (Indra Roy 
Road, 471757)^ shows. 

Suniay Dutt, Sonam, Cbuidwy 
Panday, Shilpa Shirodkar and Kad- 
er Khffi compnse the mam cast of 
this film, directed by Ajay 
Kashy^. The music is by Lamni- 
kant P^lal. 


# 





Anil Kapoor and 
JuUOawlain 
Bonaain Badito 


(hrected by Yuh Chauhaan and the 
numc IS by Um Khaima. 

• Sanam Bowafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 242664)—4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandra play the lead m this recent 
box-office ha. Others co-stamng 
are new-find Kanchan, Puneet 


# 


Odranjeet and Anju Ghosh la Boder Miejw Joona 

• Jooauaa Chumma In Lon¬ 
don: Paradise (Boitoick Street; 
285^, Pnya (Radieblan Ave¬ 
nue; 464440), Moonhj^t (T.C. 
Dutta Street; ?‘!4%6), Pumasree 
(Raja Raj Kissen Street; 
554033)-4 shows. 

Recordings of the live program¬ 
mes abroad of Aimtabh Bachcfaan, 
Sndevi, Aamir Khan, Salman 
Klun, Nedam, Anupam Kher and 
other stars. 

• Qurhanl Rang Layofl: Jyoti 
(Lenin Sarani; 241132), Naas 



Issar, Paidcai Dheer, Danny and 
Ptan. The ^ is directed by Sa- 
vraan Kumar and the music ts by 
Mahesh Kiabor. 

• Yeh Aag Kab Bnjhcyl: 

Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Roa± 2422M)^ ^ows 
A m on the evils of the dowry 
system, starring Suml Dutt. 
Rekha, KdilrBeifi. Siakb Kapoor, 
Raiyeet, Bindu and debuunte 
Sbeeba. The film ts directed by 
Suml Dutt and the music is 
Ravndrajatn. 


Kt. l’L;^t!l { iItiis 

























jee Road; 474567), Alochhaya (Be- 
liaghata Main Road; 355059)—.') 
shows. 

Directed by Sharan Dey and 
with music by Panchanan Chatter- 
jee, the cast includes Prasenjit, 
Babita, Rabi Chose, Tiuun Kumar, 
Sanghamitra Ranerjee and Anil 
Chattenee. 


Theatre ' 


• Anthony Kabiyal; Kashi Bis- 
wanath Mancha (Canal West Road; 
355598)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at .3pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Jnanesh Mukher- 
jee, the mam cast comprises Arin- 
damCanguly, Indraiu Haider. Kali 
Baneijee, Ketaki Dutta and Dulal 
Lahin. 

• Ghatak Bidaye: Star (79/.3/4 
Bidhan Sarani, 339369)—'ITiurs. at. 

6.30 pm; Sat. & Sun. at 3 pm & 

6.30 pm. 

The play stars Madhabi Mukher- 
jee, Tarun Kumar, Srcela, Majum- 
der, Kabi Chose and Soumitra 
Chatteijee, who has also directed 
the play and composed its music. 


• Saheb; Circarena (6 Raja Raj' 
Kissen Street; 557213)—Thurs. at 

6.30 pm; Sat & Sun. at 3 pm & 

6.30 pm. 

Tapas Paul stars in the title role. 

Also co-starring are Subhendu 

Chattenee, Anaida Saha, .Srirup 

Mitra, Bani Kumar, Manju Chakta- 
borty. Bulbul Chowdhury, Chan- 
drani Haider and Sovanlal Mukher- 
]ee, who also directs. 

* Sudhu Bhaiobasa: Minerva 
Theatre (6 & 6/1 Beadon Street; 
554489)—1111113. & Sat at 6 30 
pm; Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pnc 


.Special Kvents 


26 May: 9.30 am; 27-29 May: 6 
pm 

NaanilJanmotsav, organised by 
Kabindra .Sadan. featmes Nazrul 
songs, dance-dramas and recita¬ 
tion from his works. 

At Rabindra .Sadan (Cathedral 
■Road; 289978). 

2<>’May; 6 pm 

Layavinyas’ first anniversary 
programme features an evening of 
medley and rhythm, with N. 


The musical troupe, Layavinyas 

Shanker (mridangam), P. V. Sairam 
(kanjira), Sure.sh Raman (ghatam), 
Koushik Chowdhury (tabla/khol), 
Debashis Sadhukhan (tabla- 
tarang), R. Snnivasan (tala sup-; 
poiiynindanga.m) and G.V. Rajan 
(violin and keyboard). Also, 
awards will be presented to up¬ 
coming talents in the 6eld of music, 
dance and percusskin. 

At C.D. Birla Sabhagar (29 
Ashutosh Choudhury Avenue; 
479717). 

26 May: 6 pm 

Swar Vandana presents an even¬ 
ing of ghazals, featuring Munni Be- j 


gum of Pakistan and Katna Basu. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 479086/402197). 

26 May: 6.30 pm 
Anamika presents the Hindi 
play, Bari Biiaji, based on Badal 
Sircar’s original Btmgali scnpl and 
translated by Dr Pratibha Agarwal. 
Directed by Bunal Lath, the cast 
includes Vinila Rcllin, Ajay Chatur- 
vedi, Yogesh Sun, Anna Bhat- 
tacharya, Laxrni Prasad, Nutan 
Kumud and Dinesh Thakkar. 

At Kala Mandir (Basement | 
(Shakespeare Sarani; 479086/ 
402197). 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the 

days, 1 being Monday. 


nternational 


Calcutta-Bombay'-London-New 

York: Dep (2)' AI-101 at 0230. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr (5). AI-306 at 1915, 
.'Dep. (5). AI-306 at 2020. 

Toky 0 -Ban gkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 1910; 
Dep (6). AI-309 at 2025 
London-Dethi-Calcutta; Arr. (7) 
AI-132/132B at 1230 
* Moscow-Sharlah-Calcutta; Arr 
(4). SU-537 at 1525 
^ Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 
Dep (4)' SU-538 at 1725 
‘ Moscow-Taahkant-Karachl- 
Calcutta-Hanoi: Arr. (2): SU-541 
at 0640, Dep. (2). SU-541 at 0750 
‘ Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Tashkant-Moscow; Arr. (2) SU- 
542 at 1615; Dep (2) SU-542 at 
1815 

Amman-Calcutta: Arr (4). RJ-ie4 
at 0645. 

Calcuna-Amman: Dap. (5) RJ- 
185 at 0530 

+ Bucharest-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr (1): RO-063 at 1116, Arr. (6): 
Ha063 at 1045. Dep. (1). RO-063 
at 1230. Dep. (61 HO-063 at 1200 
+ Bangkok-Calcutta-Bucharaat; 
Arr, (1, 6); RO-064 at 2015, Dep. 
(1.6): RO-064 at 2130 
Calcutta-SIngaporo: Dep. (2) 
SO-416 di 1130 and Dep (4); SCi- 
420 at 1310 

SIngapora-Calcutta: Arr (2). SQ- 
416 at 1025 and Arr (4):SQ-420at 
1210 . 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep (2, 4, 7): 
IC-731 at 0900; Dep. (1, 3, 6). TG- 
314 at 1355 


Bangkok-Caicutta; Arr (2, 4, 7)- 
IC-732 at 1500; Arr (1, 3, 6) TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep (2. 4, 

6. 7)- IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1,5) 
RA-214ai 1455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr (2, 4, 
6, 7): IC-748 at 1930; Arr (1, 5). 
RA-213 at 1355. 

Cialcutta-Ohaka: Dep. (1, 3. 5, 6)- 
IC-723 at 1340; Dep. (daily): BG- 
092 at 1220 and BG-094 at 1935. 
Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr (i, 3, 5, 6): 
IC-724 at 1600, Arr (daily) BG- 
091 at 1140 and BG-093 at 1855. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep (2. 5) 
BG-698 at 1950 

Chittagong-Calculta: Arr (2, 5). 
BG-697 at 1910 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2) KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2). KB-105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0230 

Oalhi-Calcutta: Arr (1)- Al-1328 
at 1230. 

Indian Airlines MMHMSK 

Calcutta-Dalhl: Dep. (daily). IC- 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750; 
Arr. (daily). IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 

264 at 2235. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily). 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000; 
Arr (daily) IC-2’4 at 1900 and IC- 
175 at 0800. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep (1.2,3.4, 
5, 7): IC-765 at 1700, Dep. (6). 
IC-265 at 1700; Arr. (1, 2. 3. 4, 5, 
7): IC-766 at 2210, Arr. (6). IC-266 
at 2205. 


Printed here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 26254S, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


Cafcutta-Bangsiors: Dep (1,2,4, 
6, 7); IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 
6, 7): IC-772 at 1200 
Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Delhl: Dep (daily). IC- 
410 at 0615. 

Oeihi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta: Arr (daily) IC-409 at 
1545. 

Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340, Dep (1, 3, 5, 6) 
IC-729 at 0730; Arr (daily); IC-230 
at 1630, Arr (1. 3, 5, 6). IC-730 at 
1030. 

Calcutta-Agarlala: Dep (daily): 
IC-741 at 0835 and IC-743 at 1330, 
Arr. (daily). IC-742 at 1055 and IC- 
744 at 1550, 

Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep (2,4.6) 
IC-285 at 0530; Arr, (2, 4, 6). IC- 
286 at 1000. 

Calcutta-Port Bialr-Car Nicobar: 

Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0530; Arr. (1): 
10-268 at 1220. 

Calcutta-Tszpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2, 4): iC-213 at 
1130, Dep (3, 5, 7): IC-213 at 
0600; Arr, (2. 4)- IC-213 at 1525. 
Arr. (3, 5, 7): IC-213 at 0955 
Caleutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (1): IC- 
221 at 1300, Dep. (2. 3, 4, 5. 6, 7): 
IC-221 at 1100; Arr (1): IC-222 at 
1520, Arr. (2. 3, 4, 5, 6. 7): IC-222 
at 1320. 


Caicutm-Oibrugarh: Dep (2.3,4, 
5, 6, 7); IC-201 at 1400, Arr, (2, 3, 
4. 5. 6, 7); IC-202 at 1730. 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily): iC-255 at 0610, Arr. (dally) 
IC-256 at 1050 

Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur- 

Caicutta; Dep. (1, 3, 5.7) IC-257 
at 1130; Arr. (1.3, 5, 7)' IC-257 at 
1510. 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar-Nagpur- 
Hydarabad: Dep (3. 5.6) lC-269 
al 1650; Arr (3, 5, 6). IC-270 at 
2040. 

Caleutta-Bhubanaswar: Dep. (1. 
2.4, 7). IC-269at 1650, Arr (1,2, 
4, 7). IC-270 at 1910, 
Calcutta-Hydarabad: Dep (1. 2. 
4,7) IC-277 at 1720, Arr (1,2,4, 
7)' IC-278 at 2210. 
Calcutta-VIshakapatnam- 
Madraa: Dep (1,2,4,6). lC-542 at 
1000 

Madras-Viahakapatnam- 
Calcutta; Arr. (1,2,4,6) IC-541 al 
0915 

Calcutta-Agartata-Kallashahar: 

Dep. (2,4), PF-729 at 0710, Arr. (2. 
4);PF-730at1120 
Caleutta-Shillong-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (1.3, 5.6) PF-701 
at 0710, Dep. (7); PF-701 at 1210, 


’ No traffic rigmt On Catcuns-Shartafi-CaleutlB and CalcuHa-KBnKihl-TaahkBnt-CBlcutta. No trallic righta on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcuna 




















7 DAYS 


Arr (1, 3, 5, 6) PF-702 at 1120. 
Art. (7): PF-702 at 1620 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar; Dep 
(7): PF-729A at 0710; Arr (7) PF- 
730Aal 1140 


Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep (1,2, 
3,4,5, ^ PF-717 at 0630, Dep, (2, 
4, 6): PF-717Aal 1330; Arr. (1,2, 

3, 4. 5, 6); PF-718 at 0825, Arr, (2. 

4, 6): PF-718Aat 1525. 


Calcutta-Agartala-Aizawl: Dep. 
(2,4, 6. 7). PF-705 at 0855, Arr. (2, 
4. 6. 7); PF-706 at 1300. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Aizawl- 
Calcutta: Dep (1, 3, 5): PF-705A 


at 1250: Arr (1, 3, 5): PF-706A at 
1635. 

Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep (1. 
3.5): PF-707 at 0655; Arr. (1,3, 5). 
PF-708at1150 


I riling 


Departure 
Up Tline 

2311 19-00 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


EASTERN RAILWAY 

Howrah 1 


Dalhl-Kalka lUall 
AmrHaar Mall 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 
Alr-Cond. (New Oaftl) Ea- 
praaa via Qaya-VaranasI 
Dep—-Tuas, Thora & Sat. 
Arr—Wed. FrI. & Sun. 
Alr-Coml. (New Delhi) Ex- 
praaa via Paina 
Dep—Mon. Wad. FrI. & Sun. 
Arr—Mon. Tuaa. Thurs. & 
R^dhanl Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon. Tues. Thurs. FrI. & 
Sun. 

Ait— Tues. Wad. Thurs. Sat. & 
Sun. 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawl) Ek- 

praaa TrI-Wkly 

Dep—^Tues. Fri. & Sat. 

An—Tues. Wed. & Sat. 
Purbanchal (Qorafchpur) Ex- 


Dap & Art—Mon. & Fri. 
Gorakhpur Expraaa 
Dep & Arr—Sunday 

Saaldah 

Dar)aallng Mall 
Qour Ewraaa 
Jammu-faurl Expraaa 
Mughal Saral Expraaa via 

SBG Loop 

BhagirathI (UIgola) Expraaa 
Chhapra Exprm Trl-«raakty 
Dep & Am^^ad. Fri. & Sun. 


8-30 2312 

8-05 3006 

13-15 3004 

18-00 2382 


Dap—Mon. & Thurs. 

Arr-Thurs. A Mon. 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
praaa via Main Una 
Amritaar Expraaa 
Delhi Expraaa via Mam Una 
Delhi Janata Expraaa via 
Main Line 
Lucknow Expraaa 
MIthlla Expram 
Kanchanjunga Expram 
Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expram 
Black Diamond Expram 
Coalfield Expram 
Amnaol Expram 
Daruipur Expram 
North Bihar Expram 
Dep—Wednesday 
Arr—Friday 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Expram 
Dep—Tues. Thurs & ml. 
Arr—Mon. Thurs. & Sat. 
Santinikatan Expram 
Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Suparlaat Expram 
Dep—Thurs. Sat & Sun. 
An—Tues. Wed. & Thurs. 
Shipra (Indore) Expraaa 
Dep—Tues. & Wad. 

An—Sat & Sun. 

Shaktipun] (Chopan) Ex- 


1 Departure 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrival 



RAILWAY 



Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

TInw 

On 

6003 

20-40 

Madraa Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Gltanlall (Bombay) Expram 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expram 

5-05 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expram via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandal (Madraa) Ex¬ 
praaa 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expram 

Dep—Tues 

13-45 

2612 



An—Sun. 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Exprms 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

lapat Expram 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Exprma 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Exprma 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expram Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Exprma Via 
Naraj 

Ohaull (Bhubanmwar) Ex- 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

21-20 

2822 



praaa 



8079 

23-20 

TIrupatl Expram 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

East Coaat (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulia Expram 

Dep—Except Saturday 

An—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Triwmdrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 



Guwahatl Weekly Exprms 

(via Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 
Thursday only 



2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Tarmlnua Weakly Expram 

(via Howrah & Viaaithapatnom) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua 
Suparfast Expram (via 
Visakhapatnam & Madras) 

Dep —Fri. & Sun 

An—Tues. & Fri. 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Ban(Mlora City 
Weakly Expram (via Howrah 

22-15 

— 



& Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 




14-10 

Bwigalors CHy-Guwahatl 
Wmkiy Expram (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochln Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Expram (via 

22-15 




Howrah) 

Tliursday only 




14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Potna Weekly Expram (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 

ENQUIRIES: For round ttw clock Information of Eaatam Railway 

tralna, plaaaa dial 203S4S-64 for In-eoming tralna 

203S3S-44(or 

all other Information. For Information about raaarvatlona on 

Eaatam and South Emtem Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from 0 
am to 0 pm on wraakdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundaya and 

1 gazattod hoildaya). 
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iUNfORWHi 



PEEP SHOWI Bo Poop's shoop To lost sgsln. Which ono ol four 
paths doos It toko to lotum? Wo'll lot you docido. 


• TREE FORUM' Name a tree suggested by each of these 
clues; 1. An open hand 2. Volcano's output 3. A stretch 
ol shore 4. A senior dtizen. 

"wq > M»eB E usy ■« >«l»d ' I 


HOCUS-FOCUS 






CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least six dillsr- 
ences in drawing details between lop and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them’’ Check answers with those below 

'buisstui $! qsio '9 pesjenai si ueo luiSd 'S pesjeASj si dso > 'jeiHOi 
SI uo.pes eouej c 'tuejegip si emiMoaN 'Z 'PSaoui $> uuv' i .seouejegia 



TONS OF FUN WORD TEST 

All seven questions below con¬ 
cern words that end in TON. No. 1 , 
for instance, Is cotTON Let's see 
how qufckiv you can find the rest 

1. What TON Isa kind of doth? 

2. Whst TON does a sheep pro¬ 
vide? 

3. What TON rings s doorbott? 

4. What TON drives an engine? 

5. What TON Is a Chinese 
soup? 

8. What TON is an atom parti¬ 
cle? 

7. What TON is the US capital? 

Time' Two minutes 

uo)Bu|ua«W l uckud 'S uoi-uOM 

s uowu f uoime e uonnw i ’uwiio i 








a SIX PACKI With number 
6 in place at centre, below, 
you ere asked to insert re- 
maining numbers 1 
through 11 so that all 
threemumber straight-line 
rows total the same 
amount. What amount? 
That is for you to deter¬ 
mine. 

P.S.: It's under 21. 

How quickly can you 
puzzle out an answer? 


suoQPueA uiqiBbod Ausui 
8Je ejvq; puc Anm ouo bi RSOJPif 9 ( 

L '8 ‘6 01 U S f £ ‘7. I •WMHDOO 


FUNSPOT 



MAN OR MOUTHI Who'll neb the butterfly, man or hippo? Add 
colors: 1— Red. 2— Ll. blue. 3— Yellow. 4— LI. brown. S—Flesh. 
S—Lt. green. 7—Dk. brown. S—Ok. green. 9.—Black. 


SPELLBINDER 


Possible twosoma: Moth, raly 

tpuad K tseoi le ajass ei Ajx 

sjauai *u< SuouiO puno^ 
ajouj JO sjatjat jnoi (O spjOM 
tie JOt qoea siuiod i ejost nBHI 

ATU3H10M 

spjOM ateiduMO omi 
uijoi Ol MOiaq pjom aqt u| sjciiei 
am lie dutsn joi stuiod oi 3 mods 




































U dit Ray from Calcutta re¬ 
ports on the Sportsworld 
Round Table Quiz for the 
Dunlop Spectrawide Trophy 
“I am a sports and a quiz 
fan which is why 1 go on an 
annual three-day 'pilgrim¬ 
age' to the Dalhousie Insti¬ 
tute. This year, too, there 
were about 500 other "de¬ 
votees’ who assembled to 
witness the most well- 
attended and talked-about 
quiz of the year—the Sport- 
sworid Round Table Quiz for 
the Dunlop Spectrawide Tro¬ 
phy. 

"This year, too, about 150 
teams participated. This 
year, too, there were 12 
hours of exciting, entertain¬ 
ing and competitive quizzing. 
This year, too, the Jadavpur 
University, Vae Victrus 
(Jayadita Gupta, Soumyadip 
Chowdhury, Jaideep 
Mukherjee and Joy Bhat- 
tacharya) foursome were 
worthy winners of the Dunlop 
Spectrawide Trophy. 

“The first two days of the 
quiz saw serious, hardcore 
quizzing with eight teams 
qualifying for the finals from 
Calcutta. They were holders 
JU (VV), JU (Others), Dl (A), 
Don Bosco (Park Circus), 
Hindi High School, Hindus¬ 
tan Thompson Associates 


CBS 


\ 11th QuBStion: Why did Julius Caesar 
wear a crown of laurels almost constant¬ 
ly In public? (Subhadip Nandy, Flat 3, 
First Floor, 30 Sukanta Sarani, P.O. 
Bhadrakali, Dist. Hooghly, Pin: 712232) 


Ans: In order to hide his Increasing baldness from his 
friends and the citizens of Rome. 



(HTA), Duncans and Leo 
Club of Salt Lake. They were 
joined by St Michael's 
School, winners of the Patna 
round, organised by Patna 
Round Table 29. These nine 
teams faced questions from 
Tiger Pataudi and his Sport- 
sworWteam, Neil O'Brien 
and Barry O’Brien. Guest 
quizmasters included Cal¬ 
cutta's 'Roger Milla' Subrata 
Bhattacharya, world billiards 
champion Mano] Kolhari, 
Bengal cricket stars Arun 
Lai, Pranab Roy, Sambaran 
Banerjee, Sourav Ganguly 
and former India hockey 
captain Gurbux Singh. A 
pleasant surprise came in 
the form of a question from 
actress Debashree Roy: 
‘Which of my co-stars in 
Mahabharata holds the re¬ 
cord for the fastest boxing 
knockout in Maharashtra?' 
(Ans: Firoz). 


“Besides the audio and 
video rounds this year, it was 
the live round which really 
took off with two midget 
wrestlers demonstrating a 
'Full Nelson', Shivaji Gangu¬ 
ly breaking tiles with a turn¬ 
ing ‘Round House Kick', a 
little jockey and a pony don¬ 
ning a particular owner's col¬ 
ours and two promising foot¬ 
ballers play-acting a 'Nut¬ 
meg' (when the ball goes be¬ 
tween a defender’s legs). 

“But don't get me wrong! 
This quiz, organised by Cal¬ 
cutta Central Round Table 
38, besides being a lot of fun 
did not go away from the se¬ 
rious business of quizzing. In 
the finals it was (HTA) who 
took the early lead But it 
soon became a four- 
cornered contest. Finally, JU 
(VV) pulled away in the 
penultimate round while JU 


promi 
ige Si 

sin{ 

ksf 

' winni 
j.st girl 

ing 

Is' 




QUESTIONS 


1) What is the complete ti¬ 
tle of the Origin of Species 
by Darwin? (Biren Sen, 
Ranchi 1) ' 

2) What is a ‘Rabbit Punch' 
in boxing? (P.C. Barua, 
Dhanbad) 

3) Who was conducting the 
special concert in Jeru¬ 
salem (fisrael) in the last 
week of February '9f even 
after the town was hit by 
Scud missiles Iw Iraq? 
(Sushi! Kumar Poddar, 
Calcutta 29) 

4) Confessions of an 
Advertising Man, first pub- 

,, lished in 1963, is still consi- 
jD||rttered the copywriter's Bi¬ 


ble. Who is the author? 
(Prem Agarwal, Rourkela) 

5) Who said, "Better give 
your path to a dog than be 
bitten by him in contesting 
for the right. Even killing 
the dog would not cure the 
bite”? (Arun Purohit, Cal¬ 
cutta?) 

6) What is ‘Operation Rak- 
shak'? (Sonal Qoel, Tinsu- 
kla) 

7) What is 'Teletext'? (M. 
Murali, Hooghly) 

B) “When you win the toss, 
decide to bat. If in doubt, 
think hard and elect to 
baj." Who said this? (Riz- 
wanur Rahman, Calcutta 
19) 

8) Whatis'razzia"> 
(rahmat AH, Calcutta 14) 


10) Jahangir Khan, the 
Pakistan squash star, 
owns a company. Name it. 
(Subrata Haidar, Hooghly 
3) 


ANSWERS 


pn eiqeiisenbsun (Ot 
sujiisnn ueoujv 
Aq ino peujeo se Niaufbuo 
uojtipadxe 6 uj)oa||O 0 - 8 AejS 
'' JO Buuepunid ‘pieu (6 
ueujpejg uoq jis (g 
"uogeujjo^u! 
eqtuiBiqoottesAieqt 
0 ) peqoeue eq oipa/mb 
-ej eq him jepoaep y ’ 0 )e 
‘tseaejO) jeqteeM 'seoiid 
ejeqs pue ^tpoujutoo 'sbui 
-ujg iqSji) puB uiBJ) 'SMSti 
inoqB uotieuiJOjUi e)Bp- 0 ) 
-dn SJ 8 M 8 IA /Vi eA {6 pinoM 
'pceiufSBUMbioiApBi 


-ndod ‘eajAjes txeteiei [l 
-s}ueuj 8 A 0 Uj japjoq-suBJ) 
leBeiij 6 ujddo)s te peiujB 
qefunci uj suoitBjedo Aujjy 
ueipui 01 u 8 A !6 aiuBN (9 
‘Ujoaun uieqejqyfg 

"AaIISo PjABQ (9 

"ApuBii s>|seiu 
sb 6 j| 9 m }de>i ooe |o aoua 
-Ipne papuisaj aq) se uSAa 
‘iiiaisujag pjeuoaq atei sq] 
‘jotuauj siq o] ajnqu) Aed 
0 ) punoJB 6 uiAd sa'tjssjui 
pnos aq) ujoj) jaSuepiq 
SuuBO )noq)iM ej)S 8 qoJO 
ojuoujjeqijqd laejsi siqpei 
B)q 8 |/\| uiqnz uJoq- 8 !pu| (g 
"Sujxoq U! ino) e Sj )i !>| 08 u 
aq) )o xoBq eq) o) Mo’iq y (j 

pejnoABj 
JO uqie/oesejd eifijouon 
■oeie$ jBjniBNP suem ^ 
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IN THfc TmB OF KAI?TAN THE 
TEKKIBLE - PRIMCE AIWV FACES 
SKELETOR in a 6AA1E THAT COuLD 
COST BOTW THEIR LIVE. 


APAM, SKELETON AfJP THEIE FfilE^J05 
CCWT THE SECOJDS BEFORE A HWAL 
SHOWDOWW WITH KAETAKI'S A^PMy OF 
STOWE WARRIORS 




Tt-ue BUT I'/A PLAW(JIIJ& TO BE 
fciStU/HEPF-' farewell PRiWCE 
APAA\ EIJJC’/ WHAT'S' LEFT OF 
/OUR RO/AL LIFE ' 


A m&IC PORTAL' 

IF OHLV J COULD USE 
THE POWER OF 
GEAVSKULL ' AT LEAST 

WE'D Have a chance' 


SRELETTOR'S ESCAPltOO 'I SURE' IF VOU 
C'MON ' THAT '5 OUR / WANT TO FlUD 
WAV OUT TOO ' yOUeSELF RI 6 HT l*J 

^ THE middle or 
SHAKE MOUHTAIM' 


/^J 













MCXJSE MILLER By Bob Weber 
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A LOAP OF BREAD . 
AND TWO DOZEN f 
BOSS ^ 
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AAOUL.D you 
fAlND RUNNING 
TO TMB STORE 
FOR AAE ? ^ 


NO,NOT AT 
ALL.DEAR 
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i i \/ ou are late Peter. 
Y You’ve already tnis- 
X'sed two square 
cuts.” So said the burly gate- 
man standing at the Grace 
Road nounds m Leicester. 
This oDscure ‘Peter* looked 
like a local scribe as he rushed 
with a tpewriter in hand and 
eventuauy perched hiniself in 
the press box. 

Last summer, Leicester¬ 
shire were playing a four-day 
county match against Worces¬ 
tershire at horn. A grudge 


Graeme Hick, a 








match of sorts as in the pre¬ 
vious encounter the latter had 
won. In a particular over frMn 
Winston Benjamin, \^dio was 
representing the hosts, the 
first ball pitched outside tiie off 
stwfip and was steered to the 
mid-off boundary. The next 
delivery, a roaring bouncer, 
was de^tched to the long-leg 
fence. The umpire signalled a 

SOL 

Actually that was a 12’. 
Chris Lewis was treated with 
more disdiun in the next over. 
A powerful square cut had 
almost broken the window- 
panes of the adjoining mem¬ 
bers’ bar. 

Besides Viv Richards and 
Gordon Greenidge, nobody 
could have played such unbe¬ 
lievable shots that had so much 
power and precision. One was 
left wondering about the 
identity of this tall, weli- 
pr^rtioned batsman. 

Finally, the press box scor¬ 
er came to the rescue. He 
announced, “Gentlemen, 
please note that’s Hick's 50 in 
% balls.” Graeme Hick went 
on to complete his 100 in a 
manner which suggested he 
was playing ag^t the local 
schpol team. Rick, however, 
i|jl|n|ne(|»tely after getting 
MIBSt fint class 100 and 



... 

I. " ' . 

( If, -Vi,, , ,1 


i'‘ ' , ' 










Worcester newsmen vert led 
to a discussioa as to whether 
Ifidc was “coirpletely off mood! 

But then that's Graeme 
Ifick. A megastar evoi before 
he was bom. The man has not 
played a sitifde International till 
date and yet draws large 
crowds. Macmillan has already 
pubfish^ his bo^, Hkk N' 
iMey Cirais, ^rtiich, under¬ 
standably, has been a bestsel¬ 
ler. There were also discus¬ 
sions in the press box whether 
after break^ Bradman’s re¬ 
cord (youngest man to score 
50 first class lOOs) his fees for 
an interview would rise. 

The Zimbabwe-bom 6 ft 2 
ia tall batsman qualifies to play 
for England this summer. On 
March 31, 25-year-old Hick 
completed his seven-year 
qualification period for Eng¬ 
land. His baptism by fire wiQ 
be at Headii^y against the 
migbty West bKlies in the first 
week of June. Though he did 
not have a very successful 
stint with Queensland in Au¬ 
stralia, the Graeme Hick 
euphoria is still there. The En- 
dsh Test and County Cricket 
Board officials are too ea^r to 
promote him to the centres- 
tage. They hope he will not 
oii^ transform the playing for¬ 
tunes of an unsuccessfiil team, 
but also revitalise the Board’s 
profits. But will he be able to 
maintain the same proficiency 
at the Test level? Arguments 
and counter arguments are on. 
Malcolm Marshall, for one, 
tends to think he will sort out 
IM easily. Imran feels, like 
Zatwer, Hick may not be very 
effective because he is too 
much of a firont-fbot player. 
According to Imran, the re¬ 
luctance to go (»ito the back 
foot could pose a lot of prob¬ 
lems for ffirn. Especially on 
fest and bouncy tracks. On the 
other hand, pe^le like 
Botham, Lillee and (rooch feel 
an outstanding Test career 
awaits Hick. 

Yorkshiremen detest super¬ 
latives. And yet one York- 
shireman who has played some 
cricket is all in praise for Hick. 
"Technically perfect. 
Tremendous batsman,” he 
says. 

And (kioff Boycott should- 
know what he is talking dxnit 

Grattm Bhattachi^ 
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Skypak House, Off M.Vassanji Road, Marol, Andheri(E), Bombay 400 0^9. 
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Andtabh, an 
Actoif 

The piece on AmiUbh 
Bachchan ('The Artiste 
5) was very 
disaivohiting, laddng any 
realanlysn. 

The honouring ctf Ana* 
tabh with the national 
award as best actor for 
Agoeapith has shown that 
tne fun society move¬ 
ment has lost its prestige. 
If by a 'Wermg perfpim- 
ance** the jury meant the 


roarmg of the megastar 
with a tedious, broken 
voice in a trashy film then I 
fed any actor of «iy masah 
fibn deserves a national 
award. 


Even hfitfaun. often de¬ 
nounced as a bad actor, 
Was thought fit enou^ by 
Mrihal Sm to cast fo his 
Mruam years ago for 
whim ne won foe national 
award. He thus proved that 
even a m^jsartiste can be 
India'a fnt megastar, a h- 
tie Amitabh got mudi later. 
EvenfaiA^ierpafo; Mithun 
has pecforined mud) better 
foan Anatabh. 

DevoJjrotl 

Bhuttnchurjee, 

Sili4i«r 

a CoimatulatKHis to Ami¬ 
tabh. m did he really de¬ 
serve the award? Fora role 
m vrinch even his fans did 
not Hie him? 
mdadGaha, 

Dftnpili 




AmitaMi Bachchaa; How cnn he.„l 


In fact, Mbfoun acted far 
better in foe role of a south 
Indian nariafoamwaia. 

AmabBnil, 


■ Ajoil Grover has sho- 
wmMprwses on AmitaU) 
for an award he has vran 
not aoldy due to his per- 
fotmanoe, but hoidiy due 
to ms weO Imown mampuia- 
tive tactics aqd Rekha 
Sahqr, a adf-confesied fim 
of Awtddt who, after mar- 
liMito foe l&B ndnister, 
SwMb Kant Sdiay, man- 
i|fi^ to bddonte h 
msiaihia: evea though abe 
ttMMtt^ttent acting 
iMpF h t yna l f . 


■ People who saw the fim 
are bound to raise their 
mbrows at foe award. B 
Agaeepath was good 
enough for a national 
award, then why wasn't he 
so honoured for his earlier 
super films like Zupeer, 
Sboisy or Aakfvee Rtmta? 


Kingf^aU 

Maveticks 

The cover story on The 
Mavencks* (March 10), 
faifd to cover the Kmg d 
Mwencks, DeviLaL Andl 
think Maneka Gandhi 
shpuid have got more re- 
sp^ from foe wnter. The 
firjnnesB and boldness with 
wl^ she stands today is 


ipDaagttpU, 


1 Your article proved that 
our democracy IS not of foe 


Nabadwip y«gtofil 

UK tfwyMta 

■ Agneepifo was based on voioeaaisi 

loutine underworld drams HmaHw^ 

with little repeat vahie. 1 ftifolt 
The hero's nile waa asade ftiM font 

less appealing and the B|iiai or I 


tlieae men n poKtica who 
are otherwise useieaa to 
society. Hiese sfamdesa 
opportunsts make the peo¬ 
ple suffer under the 
omoufoigeaffoeCciiMtitu- 
tkxi and B is a pihr that we 
cannot refrain &om ex- 
eroung our franchtse. 
Rina nl Abanin 
Calcutta 

Erotica? 

The essay on tounat gindes 
CCnah CJoune’, March 17) 
saal notloag rdevant 81 the 
first hatf. And vrante ire 
“erotic mtereata cd Kba- 
forabo" are noriung but a 
deep gfrnnidk by foe au- 
foor to draw attention to 
her veibosity. H was just 
thinly dis g iiBed ptunence. 
RaaoJitlUmdii, 
Bhubaneswar 

Lata is Lata 

The bottom fine of foe ocnr- 
a story, 'Vdoe of a New 
Genenrixin' (Mardh 3} waa 
that Lata 18 Ufta, and 1 fully 
agree wkhyoa 

She is foe dgjhtmgafo pf 
India a^ God's gift to the 
country. Even after 40 
yeiijwof rihgiqg ahe ictama 
foe Wnstwle freahnets of 
voice as is evident in recent 
ftkmiw Letiaiind Henna. 

1 ddoft it is foohsh to 
fob* font m Amiradha, 
follna OP Kavits can ever 

BSPIKIRV 
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■ wP In the recent 
atUetics meet in Calcutta, 
Aabwmi Nachqapa proved to 
be the fretest woman around 
And, wow, what a woman! 
What IS It that makes her tide? 
Her trade talent, ntzy looks, 
or simply the spraal vibes she 
has with the press'' 


SoptuaLoren, the 
woman who had It all. was 
honoured with a speaal Oscar 
for her contribution to films A 
love-kHnlookather 


14 


■ Soon, there could 
be a water warm the gulf. A 
startling report 
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R ambhakta Hanuman was 
the first film I saw with¬ 
out a chaperoa We had 
migrated from what is now 
known as Bangladesh. Nehru 
was in Delhi and Dr B.C. Roy 
in Calcutta. The film on Hanu¬ 
man, in the metaphorical 
sense, hit me in my solar ple¬ 
xus. The capers of Hanuman 
and Narad bowled me over as 
well as my younger brother, 
who accompanied me to the tin 
shed which passed for a cine¬ 
ma hall in the mofussil town 
where our famfiy had settled. 
Jeevan, the character actor, 


but could hardly follow proper¬ 
ly. Giiifnends were still a rar¬ 
ity for us and for that we had to 
wait till our university days. 

The first non-Hollywood 
film that we saw was, perhaps. 
Bitter Rke with Silvana Man- 
ipto, Vittorio Gassmann and 
^ Vallone in stellar roles. We 
liked Silvana since she was 
somewhat different from the 
other Hollywood heroines. 
And the subject of the film 
could be understood by boys in 
their teens living in one of the 
Third World countries. But 
she was a passing dream, or 


TARUN GANGULY remembers his 
boyhood heartthrob, Sophia Loren, 
who was recently honoured wi^ a 
special Oscar for her contribution 
to films 


rather, she preyed us for Uie 

K ‘ enomenon that was Sophia 
ren. 

S ophia was something total¬ 
ly different. Scantily dad, 
her gorgeous figure appealed 
to us in the fita. Boy on a 
Dolphin in which Alan Ladd 
was the hero. She was not 
beautiful in the conventional 
sense. But, boy, what a figure 
she had! In the film she looked 
like Venus emerging out the 
blue-green Adriatk;. Her hour¬ 
glass figure, sensitively round- 
^ knees and that original pout 
breaking into unexpected 
smiles devastated us. Not to 
speak of her eminently erotic 
eyes. 

Despite tbe sensuality about 
her, even during those imma¬ 
ture days one mtuitively felt 
the hardships she had passed 
through to achieve stardom. 
That she was an illegitimate 
child and the mistress of an 
Italian movie moghul. Carlo 
Ponti, we came to know much 


who had played the role of 
Narad, had a sardomc smile 
hanging around his lips and he 
would swim into the sky at the 
slightest hint of trouble. And 
this was something inexplic¬ 
able to we mofussil boys. 

TTiose were the days before 
radar, credit cards, split 
atoms, laser beams and ball¬ 
point pens. Clothes dryers, 
air-conditioners, drip-dry clo¬ 
thing and man in the moon 
were still a distant future. And 
a trip to the cinema halls used 
to cost us just six annas each. 

From the capers of Hanu¬ 
man and Narad, we graduated 
to Nargis-Raj Kapoor, Dilip 
Kumar-Madhubala, as well as 
to Uttam Kumar-Suchitra Sen 
by the time we went up to 
college. Roman Holiday, star¬ 
ring Gregory Peck and Audrey 
Hepburn, was released at Ti¬ 
ger around 1953. We saw Cary 
Grant in Arsenic and Old Lace, 
and were introduced to Alfred 
Hitchcock in Strangers on a 
Train at about the same time. 

The English films were 
mainly from Hollywood though 
there were a few from Pine- 
wood or Shepperton Studios. 
The Hollywood heroes and 
heroines were larger than life, 
and they spoke in a twang 
which at times we could guess. 


With Marlon Brando in Charles Chaplin’s A Countess from Hongkong 


later. But the rapport that was 
struck between the star and 
her atbnirers still lingers. 

Thereafter there was an 
avalanche of Sophia Loren 
films. Some good, some bad, 
but in all those films she shone 
above all. S\x was remarkaUe 
with Clark Gable in It Suated 
in Naples. TTie girl from the 
gutters played a Hapsburg 
princess in A Breath of Scandal 
who Ms in love with American 
J(^ Gavin. 

The film which proved her 
acting qualities best was, 
perhaps, TWo Women, where 
she played the role of an Italian 
woman with a youn^ daughter 
trying to survive during the fag 
end of the war in Italy. Even 
the French superstar, Jean- 
Paid Belmondo, was reduced 
to second fiddle in the film. It 
was a film where tl» camera 
did not only focus on her cele¬ 
brated decoUetage, it allowed 
Sophia to draw on the re¬ 
sources of her own sufferings 









.n ^ ^ 


during the war. She won the 
Oscar tor the fibn, the first 
ever given to an actress in a' 
foreign language film. 

But the films which made 
her very popular in Calcutta 
were Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow, and Marriage Ita¬ 
lian Styk. In both the films, 
she had Marcello Mastroianni 
as her hero, and the two in 
tandem took all filmgoers by 
storm. The films were re¬ 
leased here sometime in the 
mid-Sixties when Sophia was 
at her sensuous best. 

In fact, the body chemistry 
between the two was for ev¬ 
erybody to see on the screen, 
and the vibes were never re¬ 
captured in the films she acted 
later. Man of La Manda 
with Peter OToole in the 
early Seventies, was an excit¬ 
ing fiirn, but somehow it did 
not click. Another striking 
movie was Sunflower. Her last 
picture of note was, perhaps, 
A Special Day with Mastroian¬ 
ni in the late Seventies, where 
she played the role of a slat¬ 
ternly housewife and he, a 
homosexual. 'Fhe pair have an 
alliance en passant during the 
days of Mussolini. Both of 
them were superb, but the film 
was their last bow together. 

In the past decade or so, 
Sophia has quietly withdrawn 
from the silver screen, but her 
memory still lingers in the 
hearts and minds of those who 
had seen her in her halcyon 
days, llie undulating and wan¬ 
ton walk, the ever- pouting 
lips, the voluptuous figure, the 
teasing smile and that penetra¬ 
tive look that could seduce you 
in a glance, still remain fre^. 
How this girl from the slums 
could look all elegance and 
grace, with a regal air about 
her with such perfection still 
baffles us. 

The American filiii industry 
made itself proud this year by 
awarding her a special Oscar 
for her illustrious career. A 
vulnerable Sophia, almost in 
tears, could only say, "Thank 
you, America", while accept¬ 
ing the honour. We, admirers 
across the seas, can only say 
“Thank you, Sophia” for ev¬ 
erything she gave us: gaiety, 
beauty, talent, love and ro¬ 
mance when our world was 
rich and young ■ 
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Exemplary 

Ruling 

T he Brazil Supreme 
Court recently struck 
down “the legitimate de¬ 


fence of honour" by men 
who use this as a strate^ to 
get acquitted after killing 
’^unfaithful” wives. The 
court ruling said such de¬ 
fence ploys could not be em¬ 
ployed in murder cases “be¬ 
cause honour is a personal 
value that cannot be res¬ 
tored with the bl(Mxl of an 
unfaithful wife. In this ty];» 
of cnme, what is defend^ is 
the pride of the man that 
sees his wife as property." 

The Sunreme Court 


spokesman, Raecio Fires, 
said the judges had decided 
that the defendant, one Joao 
Lopez bod simply killed for 
revenge, after having disco¬ 
vered his wife with another 
man in a hotel at Apucarana, 
southern Brazil. 

Compare this to the stand 
of certain nations which do 
not hesitate to flog women in 
public for adultery. While 
marital infidelity is certainly 
not worth boasting about, 
one fails to understand why 
particular countries (and we 


all know which ones) choose 
to inflict severe punislunent 
on an adulteress, but allow a 
man indulging in a jig down 
the primrose path to prom¬ 
iscuity to go scot free. 

We hope the next National 
Convention on Women’s 
Studies will take up the issue 
since the new global order 
has been exerting pressure 
on women's movements in 
developed and Third World 
countries, and sexist laws 
are no longer accepted at 
face value. 


Dishing it Out 
with Elan 

M en may take the cake 
when it comes to being 
the world’s greatest chefs, 
but a womans toudi makes 
all the difference when serv¬ 


ing culinary delights. Espe¬ 
cially when it comes to 
mouth-watering puchkas, 
the ladies of Calcutta are a 
cut above the rest—and one 
lady in particular. 

Clad in a printed cotton 
saree, a ready smile lighting 
up her face, Durga Sau occu¬ 


pies a comer adjacent to 
Vivekananda Park in south 
Calcutta, off Southern Ave¬ 
nue, irrefutably the city’s 
“golguppa zone". She also 
occupies a corner in the 
hearts of a myriad teenagers 
and adults, not to mention 
school children, who fl(x;k to 
her for their favourite brand 



Dnrga teu: Pacbkaa with a woman’s touch 


of dahi puchkas. 

Having stayed in Calcutta 
for a good many years now, 
Durga is conversant with 
the local language. She stays 
in Tollygunge with her hus¬ 
band and three children— 
tv/o daughters and a son, 
and accompanies him with 
hei basket of crisp savouries 
most evenings, especially on 
Sundays. Her husband first 
took to this trade on arriving 
from his native Bihar. She 
joined him to sup|:dement his 
income, but has stayed on 
«jt of sheer novelty that the 
taste of independence 
brings. 

(X course, things have not 
always run smoothly. The 
other puebka sellers of the 
pi^idar locality objected to 
this dual-income scheme. 
When a bhelpuri vendor 
went home, Durga occupied 
his place. But human nature 
being what it is, she refused 
to budge when he returned. 
So the enemies grew, but 
the couple are quite ada¬ 
mant. While her husband 
claims to be "permanent,” 
(in his littie comer), Durga is 
considered a "temporary.” 
But her friendly nature and 
delicious churmur have 
earned her a good reputa¬ 
tion. As one puchka gourmet 
staunchly claimed; "I always 
go to her, maybe because 
her puc/Aas are good, but 
mainly because she is a 
woman.” 


Sudlpta Bhattacha^e 






TAUCING SHOP 


A fire leaps and flickers long 
shadows on the walls. The bodies 
huddle together as the wind 
shivers and moans eerily outside. It is late 
and dark and night, with only Ae 
^adows moving outside the circle of fire¬ 
light and the shadows might belong to 
anything...to some disembodied horrci|[|| 
to a ghost. 

The fear of ghosts is as old as time, 
people think, but oddly enough, there is 
no mention of ghosts in the earliest Sansk¬ 
rit texts. Ghosts do not haunt the Vedas, 
or stalk the pages of relijpous parch¬ 
ments. The only terrifying spirits are the 
‘ungods'-gods fallen from grace and turn¬ 
ed into demons by a later irreverent age. 

The Sanskrit word bhoot means ele¬ 
ment and is used to refer to air, earth, 
water or fire without any undertones of 
the supernatural. 

The first reference to ghosts as the 
souls of human beings comes late in San¬ 
skrit literature and the first ghost describ¬ 
ed is, almost inevitably, the 
brahmadaitya, the ghost of the erring bra¬ 
hmin, complete with sacred thread and 
pigtail. Once the reticence on the subject 
is broken, a whole pantheon of ghosts 
make their appearance, obviously influen¬ 
ced by popuku- legends, gossip and folk 
lore. 

They were mostfy female, these other 
early Sanskrit ghosts. A host of sad 
widows in white gave birth to the petni, 
who lurks in wait in the shadows of sheo- 
ra trees. The shankhchunni was a varia¬ 
tion on the petni theme, known for the 
ominous tinkle of her white conch shell 
bangles. In Hjndi, there was the churel, 
the ghost of/a woman who had died in 
childbirth arid who slipped from hut to 
hut at night, seeking restlessly for a child ^ 
to replace the one she had lost. Along 
with these spirits came some odd, djsre- 
putable remnants of Shiva's entourage, 
who were neither ghost nor demon, but 
some terrifying compromise between the 
two. 

Banabhatta's famous Yamapata gave 
pictorial presence to these spirits on palm 
leaf parchment. And, all at once, it beca¬ 
me intellectually correct to be frightened 
of ghosts. Phrases for this fev haunt the 
intellectual jargon of the timlKccompani- 
ed by a documentedly convincing expla¬ 
nation. Brahma, itjs said, opened his ^es 
on an empty voiti called the world and 
realised he was alone. Shuddering in ter¬ 
ror, he created mankind to keep him com¬ 
pany. From this terror of Brahma's, said 
the pundits, from this loneliness, came 
the fear of ghosts. 

Nothing very much further occurred in 
the supernatural world thereafter until 
the 18th century, when the Betala 
Ptmchabiofshati loosed 'a whole gibber¬ 
ing hofOe at RPpu^ ghosts. The best 






There are all kinds, as 
Anjana Basu discovers 


known of these, of course, was the betal, a 
short winged spirit with a passion for 
hanging upside down from trees in ceme¬ 
teries and with relative draughtily lodged j 
in coffins in Transylvania. i 


human prey with a trapper’s net or basket 
Those who died by hanging became 
golashis trailing lengths of rope, despera¬ 
te to persuade other people to hang them¬ 
selves and so swell their dreadful ranks. 
A ragged, filthy, whining spectre called 
the kani ptsachi washes her tattered clo¬ 
thing again and again by ponds and 
streams. Ekthengos, for some reason 
best known to themselves, hop after their 
prey on one leg. Jotadhari bhoots haunt 
the ponds in which they drowned, peer¬ 
ing out of the water and trying to drag 





However, like the vampire, the betal is 
a literary exception to the rule. Ghosts in 
Benml are usually larger than life, the lar- 
gestoeing the 6il, who takes his name 
from his ^m tree trunk sized feet. The 
list of ghosts currently available in 
Bengal is as long and complex as the list 
in the famous song from Goopy Gyne 
Bagha Byne. 

According to ghost watchers, the 
pesach is the most common of the spirits. 
So common, apparently, that no one has 
been able to list its habits or its habitat. 
Then there is the kandhakata, a headless 
•horror which hops out of tamarind trees 
onto the shoulders of unwary passersby. 
The kandhakata does not feature in any 
folk tales, but appears to be a locally imagi¬ 
ned shudder in the night. Bel trees 
belong to the brakinadaitya, while the 
guashi lurks in thickets hunting for 


swimmers under to keep them company. 

People who had treasure to hide were 
often known to bi^ a child alive with it, in 
the hope of creating a jakh, or a ghostly 
guardian, though jakhs were often 
known to part with their gold in cases of 
genuine need. 

Years of Muslim rule in Bengal created 
the mamdo bhoot, the only non-Hindu 
member of the tribe, a tall dark lungi clad 
form that exists nowhere else in the coun¬ 
try and is not found in Islamic literature 
either. 


W hile all these ghosts are to be found 
in whatever rural grove or thicket 
you choose to look for them, Calcutta has 
another, better documented series of 
spectres that linger in their frock coats 
and crinolines in Bie last nooks and crann- 





ies of the British Bty. 

Midnight, in the depths of winter. All of 
Calcutta is under its blankets, shrouded 
from head to foot. A coach and four scrun¬ 
ches up tihe gravel outside Hasting 
House. The door creaks open and a thin 
intense figure fades into the portico and 
bums like a feverish light from room to 
room searching, restless...or so the story 
goes of Warren Hastings’ nocturnal activi¬ 
ties after his death. 

WTiile he was alive, Hastings persistent¬ 
ly sought after a missing desk. Cotton’s 
Calcutta Old and iVew quotes a letter he 
wrote to his private secretary in July 1785. 
"It pains me," Hastings wrote, "to recur to 
the subject of my bureau. I have not receiv¬ 
ed any intelligence from you or Larkin 
about it." 

The bureau was an old black wood one 
and apparently contained two portrait 
miniatures and some private papers, pre¬ 
sumably belonging to Baroness Imhoff, 
Hastings’ wife a woman who caused 
quite a deal of scandal in her time. Hast- 


to be en deshabi//e..but..wore round her 
throat like a comforter, a long strip 
of cloth." She materialised out of a beo- 
room, passed through the hall and vani¬ 
shed. What the strangers did, thereafter, 
is not recorded. 

The Government Art College is rumou¬ 
red to be haunted by the ghosts of two 
English principals who committed suici¬ 
de. The firet, Havell, experimented with 
tantra until he drove himself insane and 
then jumped off the College roof. Stu¬ 
dents working late, or sent up to the roof 
on dares, claim they can hear footsteps 
and knocks at the windows and smell the 
sharp pungency of incense. 

The second principal, Percy Brown, 
hanged himself in the first floor quarters 
of the principals of the time. To his ghost 
is a^buted the feat of having disrupted a 
Chintamoni Kar sculpting session. Kar 
was copying a bust of Brown which, the 
story goes, kept averting its face at criti¬ 
cal moments. 

Even though a modem age tends to be 





ings was finally forced to advertise for the 
bureau in 1787, in the Calcutta Gazette, 
offering a reward of two thousand sicca 
rupees to anyone who could give him 
information of its whereabouts. But, from 
the way he haunted Hastings House, it 
may be supposed that he got no satis&c- 
tion out of the advertisement. 

Then there was the ghost of Mrs Coo¬ 
per, which haunted a house in Dharamtol- 
la, a little beyond Wellington ^uare. Her 
husband found her lying dead in the corri¬ 
dor one morning. She had been 
strangled. It was the third tragedy in a 
house which had also witnessed the 
deaths of the two Cooper boys and, after 
Mr Cooper left, it soon acquired a reputa¬ 
tion for being haunted. 

Two strangers to Calcutta, who leased 
the house several years later met, to their 
horror, "a fine, tail woman...She appeared I 


sceptical, hhools are still very much part 
of Bengal's life and times. Every Kali 
Puja, Bhoot Chaturdashi is celebrated 
widi candles and 14 types of shaag, while 
fireworks burst to exorcise evil. Sukumgr 
Sen writes of a ghost court which still sits 
in a certain tamarind tree in Diamond Har¬ 
bour. Plaintiffs whisper appeals into the 
leaves and records of the sessions exist, 
along with the fee of the ghost judge. 
And, of course, if one searches, one can 
still find exorcists doing a thriving trade.. 

And so the stories start in a shadow, 
with a whisper. The beautiftil young prl 
next door drowned herself in the pond 
and so-and-so met her last night with a 
kolshi (earthen pot) around her neck, 
and she tried to drown him. A petni 
caught Jadur Ma by the hair and she 
hasn’t been the same since. Something 
moved in the night: bhoot bhoot, bhoot! m ' 
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RiES 

March 21 April 20 

Finishing touches to 
_ pending work consti¬ 
tute the week Someone who 
owes you money may employ 
smooth liaison tactics Romance 
wiN be uneventful This is not the 
best tune to launch |oint ventures 
or partnerships Others may crea¬ 
te problems tor you A short trip at 
this time may remove you from 
the reach of troublesome callers 

nrii] AURus 

I Apill2t May 20 
M Good setting, elimina- 

_ ting ttie non- 

essentials and Identifying your 
target are the main trends There 
will be even, steady and pleasant 
relationships, whether in bud or 
tuH bloom In finance, tighten your 
purse strings In order to achieve 
your new goals, some austenty 
will be required Be prepared to 
travel as this will be a busy week 
Throat inlections, toothache and 
sinus problems may annoy you 

l] EMINI 

B May 21-June 20 

^ The mam trends are 

-communications, 

signing of documents and secun- 
ty considerations Some expen¬ 
ses will be there towards the secu¬ 
rity of recently acquired property 
In romance, a marriage proposal 
or engagement is very likely for 
the eligible A re-mamage may 
also be possible Medical expen¬ 
ses for your spouse or a relative 
are indicated 

^ ANCER 

June 21 July 20 

^ Travel, a home away 

_ from home, problems. 

resolutions eand a reunion are 
foretold A tight lip will Improve 
chances of resolving a nagging 
problem Speak only what is 
essential and don’t allow ottiers 
to control your activities Roman¬ 
ce will be uneventful In finance 
there will be improvements 
Expenses multiply temporarily 
but you will have sudden gams, 
too 


1 July21-Augusl21 

* Recuperation, cutting 

_ your losses, ano 

regaining lost ground constitute 
the week and you take the nght 
steps to repair your damages 
Employment absorbs you In 
romance, a dicey situation is 
brought about by a meddling rela¬ 
tive Tension will be the result, 
lasting two to three days Finan¬ 
ces will Improve shortly Your 
health will see you through happi¬ 
ly. 







~~mj\ IRGO 

B' August 22 Sepl22 

* The mam trends of 

_the week are mama 

ge, collaborations and journey In 
romance, there will be a singing 
bird m your heart Finance will 
mvolye a lucrative collaboration. 
Healthwise, there may be a 
minor illness of a chronic nature 
but nothing senous A slight dan¬ 
ger of eye injury and problems 
with pnvate parts of the body are 
to be apprehended 


BIRTHDAYS 


Moon trine sun- KOMi youf wM 
about you. cion*t be taken in by 
Mae trienda. Taka oaie M 
ehlldren, and rest aaaurad that 
some good luck must oome to 
you. itvrouldbeboet^avoldape- 
eutatton A hobby should be Inter- 
eadng. A little taAi in yourself 
should act asa tome. 

Jimt 3 

Moon square Pluto. Avoid has- 
Sias and worries. It you want to 
make the most of your bMhyear 
Beereadve. BbiMniiertt. Ooyour 
own work More miieago and 
MlMaotlon wtK ooms ttwt way 
Haakh aalaguards are very 
basanlial Be poMe but firm with 
BteaewhOdointeilere. 

4ynB4 

MafOury semile Venur Traders, 
MilOfa. sMsmen, aooounianw, 

1 wn aiaia, ohemMs, txaeuifves, 
latrotogam. pools and iboso m 
Wwy itaisi arkf daoQtMior^ 
mo boM out of this Morouiy* 

' poaiotiing. 

4iloon'a Mot quMbr A flrio 
atmm for flfliahkta ,imhxi*p& 


Tha nemo of 1)0 gome Is prtir 


I IBRA 

M SeplJS Oct22 
" Fatter pay pockets, 

- buying and selling of 

property and research constitute 
the week You may take up a new 
trend, either for pleasure or profit, 
but look before you leap Familia- 
nse yourself as much as possi¬ 
ble In romance, your chances for 
marriage and meeting the nght 
partner improve Finance will pro¬ 
ve to be a mixed bag for those on 
salary net increases 

gt«as and habpinoos. Thoso m 
impofMuport, sfdikuailty. tho 
oocuK, fhonagomonl and 
the doil)ordiiula% woW M the 
moon also ooxlllfM Nsfi^tno. 

ihinBt 

Moon tttno VopO! TOko OMMl 
gobd cars M ybur hOUHh. YpUr 
ohUcksn and grandohildran MR 
fovo you. onemkM wW make up, 
and mrsfwe, lha tension wW bo 
tssa, Thars is a sNgM danger pf 
aceidonio, 00 watch your step. It 
wtk pay to have a sanse of 
humour. CuMvafo outsido 
intorssts. 

Jim7 

Moon trifw Jupiter Buooass Is fo¬ 
retold In voMuroa, you w«i feel the 
thirM to start an aovantura, si^ a 
iciimay round tho world, or even 
roaaaroh. Your pfonosnng Ip- 
stincts wHl oomi to dio fora and 
you should giwo ihon^ fUR play, Rs- 
mambsr, noftmti YmiturM, nothr 
inggainod* 

iIUABS 

Moon tuH^ tun, iquars Nspfo- 
rsy ThO bast ia yst to ba iq lorms 
of work, play, kmrtt MM thtt's 
carttinM sajAM oloL taka chan* 
oas BisauHnnar.Toachsrs,siu- 

wQiMyduroytMr. 


CORPIO 

Oct23-Nw22 

Children and mama- 

_ ge are highlighted 

once again Housing, loans, 
funds make a tnpod In finance, 
conlacts and assignments are 
foreseen You will be heattliy as a 
horse You will need to take short 
trips at a hectic pace These will 
be tmng but with fruitful results 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23 0«c20 

Money will move back 

_ and forth from hand to 

hand and there wik be property 
deals of all sorts and business 
expansions Romance is 
uneventful In finance, the atmos¬ 
phere of the previous week conti 
nues In the continuous 
exchanges there will be no real 
ups or downs Cash will keep on 
circulating All sorts of journeys 
are indicated Also expect visi¬ 
tors from far Exhaustion and 
insomnia, boils or skin infection 
may pose problems 

APRICORN 

Dec 21 Jams 

^ Publicity group activi- 

_ ty and completion of 

long projects are the main trends 
of the week Grab the limelight 
because you will succeed if you 
enter a competition This is 
certainly a good time for marnage 
and engagements Old affairs too 
may suddenly rekindle happily In 
finance there will be a definite 
improvement as property, sales 
or project closure generate cash 
into your coffers 

jjn QUARIUS 

/A Jan20-Feh1B 

The love bug bites 

_ you You will have the 

Midas touch In romance two 
hearts will throb as one A repair 
of a broken heart and happy reun¬ 
ions for sejiarated lovers are fore¬ 
told In finance all your eggs are 
hatched and you keep busy coun 
ling your beautiful chicks Travel 
is indicated both for pleasure and 
for business 

-ISCES 

Fab 19-March 20 

You explore the 

depths of your own 
- being and feel plea¬ 
santly pampered this week Pro¬ 
blems, resolutions and decision- 
-making will absorb you A 
double edged opjjortunity formar- 
nage, courtships or engagement 
puts you in a quandary Only you 
can say whether the pros out¬ 
weigh the cons Continue build¬ 
ing or re-building resources Your 
purse strings must be tightened 
An old bone or joint ailment will 
bnefly flare up Ear aches are 
also not ruled out 
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One of the earliest chil¬ 
dren's magazines to be pub¬ 
lished from Calcutta. Ramdha- 
nu, first hit the stands in 1928. 
Its founder-editor was Biresh- 
warBhattacharya. He was not 
just its editor; he was a litter¬ 
ateur, translator and collector 
of old music. He was a district 
magistrate by profession. 

After Bireshwar’s death, his 
son Manoranjan took over as 
Ramdhani/s editor. A first 
class first in economics and 
political science, Manoranjan 
tau^t for some time at Ripon 
Coffege. In fact, he was the 
one to have introduced detec¬ 
tive stories and mystery thril¬ 
lers for children. He was profi¬ 


cient in humorous writing as 
weU. Some of his popular 
works include Fadmarag, 
Ghosh Chaudhunr Gbari, So¬ 
nar Harm, Hukakashw Galpo 
and ChayerDhoan. He di^ 
when he was only 30. After 
him, his younger brother, 
Kshitindranarayan, took over 
the reins of Ramdhanu. It is 
said that Kshitindranarayan 
was the pioneer in writing sci¬ 
ence fiction for children. His 
Romanchokar, Meghnad, Lap- 
tadhan, TusharlokerRahasya, 
BarodighirRaybari and Golak 
Rahasya deserve mention. He 
was ably aided in his editorial 
work by his daughter, poetess 
Sucheta Mitra. 


With Mitra's untimely 
death, Kshitindranarayan be¬ 
came virtually a shattered per¬ 
son. Eventu^y when he died 
last year, the 62-year-old 
Ramdhanu, too. stopped its 
publication. 

The three-storey building 
(sketched abovel at 16 Town- 
shend Road (now renamed 
Sakharam Ganesh Dauskar 
Sarani) in the Bhowanipore 
area of south Calcutta, whose 
ground floor was the birthplace 
of Ramdhanu, and which 
houses the Kalitara Press and 
the offices' of its publication de¬ 
partment, is now in a dilapi¬ 
dated state and stands in need 
of urgent repairs. 

































RARE AND LOVELY 


Tndia, Burma and China are nch m flora 
I Many beautiful trees are indigenous to 
Xlndia These include Cassa Sstula 
(Analtas), Butea wonosperma (Palash), 
Bombax ceiba (Semul), species of Albam 
(Smsh), Alstoma sc/ioJlan&fChatim), Sara- 
ca asoca (Asoke) and so on But many 
beautiful trees have been introduced m 
this country during the last 200 years from 
different p^ of the world including Afn- 


Some extremely beautiful 
flowering trees are found 
in Calcutta—though they 
are a rare speoes even 
here, says T.K. Bose 


C^ntttsbutiiiiasua&beautff^ throuijjb 

17 Ihg frenM. still found m C^cutta, tfe u»hea b 
ODlonbad Mow: reddish 

firormw aueniAyltt; introduced . 
dram tropksl Anwiim TMs dwarf tree 
produces reddish orati^ flowers in large BsIUim 
chnters from the sten» and large bran- introduo 
in Malfrh'A^ !t xt hkety fiat (mly Sooety'i 
two idaaU are surviving in the garden ci wiUnotl 

the Agn Horticutairal Society at Akpate. countty. 

A$dlr» itttmlB (Cabbage tree;: A 
beautiful evergreen tree bearing large 
(hiaterairfputiiiie flowers It the end of ae 


chiatera id purple flowefs at the end of tile 
woody branches m Manh-Apnl. It was 
inboduced m the Indian fiotaniad Gardens 
and 18 not found anywhere else in this 
country. 

$ckotia kitifoUa: The only tree is in the 
gardei of the Agn Horticultural Society, 
introduced from Africa It produces 
numerous clusters of dark crimson flowers 
SI the summer. 

MiHtodoi* gnndUUtrut This tree was 
ntroduced from Africa and the only tree is 
in the guden of the Ami Horticultural 
Society. Tee orctud-bke flowers are un¬ 
usually beautiful, aigreanng from Novem¬ 
ber to February. 

Csui* moBCbata: Another rare tree in 
the Society’s garden at Almote. It n a 
large tree, bearing numeroua yeflow flow- 
era that turn red, m smafl ciuatera akutg a 
conaidmble Imi^ of the woody btanchea 
thBummer. 

JbowaM gramOetipm 4 nre tree of 
medum height, pusdubes reddish purple 
flowers in clusters about IS cm in 

dtamiCtCe 

CUtma uboreu The only tree intro* 
dkimh the Indian Botanical Ganden from 
AAebtaiiedfromS^ 

iMm of the Botamcal Stnrvog of 


through late Or B.C. Kundu, a cHaong- 
ttaheaboomtet Nummoua large Sidfcea of 
reddish vkdet flowers hang from droo|Hng 
brandies of tida handsome evergreen tree 
’ tt Jtne-Julg. 

BefUMcloefgii/srlliu evergremi tree, 
ntroduced flrctn Wbat Africa, esstamthe 
SooMy's garden. It is likely that the tree 
will not be found m any mher garden m this 
country. Clusters of large vi^te flowers, 
lS-20 cm m length, appear m late sununer 
and earty ramy season, a remarkable sight 
when m biosson. 

Mtmkmm $Meaaami Introduced 
from Africa tn the Indian Botanical Garden 
by Dr S.K. Basu of the Btnanical Survey 
dr Inha. The beautiful tree with fine foliage 
hears largo spikes of yellow flowers in 
june-July. A rare tree m this country 

AMbpntit aobJBs (Noble Amherstia); 
It IS c»e of the best flowenng trees m the 
tropica. As the tree does not set seeds 
fremy and root formation ts not satisfrc- 
tory m air-layers, it is not commonly found 
except tn some dd private and pubhe gar¬ 
dens. It was first introduced here from 
Bunna. It bean long pendulous racemes 
m bniant red flowers edged with yeUow. 
Ttda tree caimot thrive m dry atmoephere^ 



u, Australia, South Amenca, Burma, Chi¬ 
na and Japan, mostly by the Bntish explor 
ers and missionaries Since the establish¬ 
ment of the Agn Horticultural Society m 
(^cutta m 18^ and the Indian Botanical 
Gardens more than 200 years back, intro¬ 
duction of trees and plant*' of ornamental 
and economic importance became a mmor 
work of these pioneer institutions As a 
result, among the aties and towns m India, 
Cricutta was the first to develop a tradition 
of gardens and plant culture, and many 
gardens of this city were considered un 
usually spectacular in their design m plant 
mg The Agn Horticultural Society has 
been organising flower, fruit and vegetable 
shows m Calcutta smee 1827 

The eaily mtroduction of plants m India 
mcludmg fruit and vegetable bearing plants 
and many of the popular ornamental plants 
like Bougamvillaea and Dahlia was thanks 
to the Agn Horticultural Society more than 
100 years back, m Calcutta Trees like 
Delontx regia (Gulmohar commonly 
known as Knshnachura), Colvillea rate 
mosa (ColviUe's Glory), Kigeba pumata 
(Sausage tree), Spathodea lampanulata 
(Tulip tree) and many others, so popular m 
(Mferent parts of India, were mtioduced 
from Africa 

Eucalyptus, Callistemon (Bottl* brush) 
and Grevdha robusta (Silser oak) mtro 
duced from Austraba, lave sucessfully 
adapted themselves tn the climate of India 
Jacarandas, Fabebuias, Samanea saman 
iRam tree;, Locoupita guianensis (Canon 
ball tree; were brought from South Amer 
ica 

Among the trees introduced m this 
country, a number of beautiful flowenng 
speues are rarely found even m Calcutta 
and seldom m other parts of the country, 
mainly because they often fail to produce 
seeds or are difficult to propagate by other 
methods Another reason why these 
plants are rare is the lack of an awareness 
to save these trees from extinction 
In fact, very few persons or oigamsa- 
tions^are at present senous aoout con¬ 
servation ot plants and smeere m their 
efforts m this direction, though many such 
conservation programmes do exist on pap¬ 
er. For example, there are several orga¬ 
nisations dealing with plants and gardens m 
Calcutta, but has there been any effort to 
multiply some of the rare trees which may 
become extinct m another few years'* CaJ- 
cutta IS steadily losing its culture of plants 
and gardens 











T he next conflict in the Middle East 
be over drops of water, not bar¬ 
rels of oil. 

The highest likelihood for a water war or 
a cold conflict as devastating as war exists 
in the MBddle East The cri«s is now, says 
Joyce R Starr, chairman of the Global 
Water Summit Initiative, a non-profit poli¬ 
cy research group diat will sponsor an 
international summit on Mideast water in 
Istanbul, Turkey, next November. 

The potential for disputes over river- 
water i^ls exists globally, because 200 
of the wmid's ntejor rivers are each shar¬ 
ed by at least two sovereign countries; 52 
are each sinred by three to 10 countries. 

No internationjd laws or agreennents 
govern the non-navigation uses of most of 
&ese rivers. Every river basin has its own 
direshold of vola^ity. No other region is 
more volatile than the fractious, battered 
Middle East 

Oil is no longer the determining foctor 
in the Middle East. Wat«- is, says John 
Kohrs of the University of Michigan. In 
new water politics water-rich countr¬ 
ies sudi as 'niiicey will prosper, he says, 
while water-poor countries such as Syria 
may suffer.- 

Plagued by poiodic drou^t, the reg¬ 
ion is one of the driest on Earth: 97 per 
cent of ^ypt, for example, is desert 
The population of many Middle 
Eastern countries grows at a starring 
three per cent a year. Competition for 
water is intense. More than 75 per cent of 
Mideast water goes to agriculture. Water 
has become a matter of national security. 

Often-warring neighbours share the 
roafor river h^ns: the Nile, Tigris, 
Euphrates, Jordan and Yarmuk. About 85 

K cent of foe Nile water that Egypt uses 
its source in Ethiopia. 

No other country in foe world is so 
depeodoit on a sin^ Ufeline as Egypt is 
on foe NOe. Egyptian foreign minister 
Ekmtros Ghali has said his country's natio¬ 
nal security is based on Nile water. 

Nearly 40per cent of Israel’s watercom- 
es from aquifers, underground sources, 
beneath foe occupied West Bank and 
Gdta Strip. The vitd Jordan Kver, uneari- 
]y shared by Israel and Jordan, is fed by 
^ Yarmuk River, which forms the boun¬ 
dary between Jordan and Syria. 

The Sea of Galilee, foe miracle lake of 
the Holy Land where the Bible says Jesus 
vndked on water, has dropped to the low¬ 
est levd ever recorded. Overuse and 
drought have drained foe sea, source of 
about 25 per cent of larad’s water, to a 
danger point 

Isnwl and Jordan are overdrawing 
their water resources by about 15 per 


fmi 


AND NOW, 
A WATER 
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The Gulf War has 


even 



jP cent, experts estimate. Israel, which 
I already uses four times as much water, 

> -principally for irrigation, as its Arab 
' [ neighbours, will take in a million more 
inunigrants, mostly Soviet jews, in die 
nextfewyears. 

This vi^ further hasten the day when, 
unless something is done to prevent it. 
the water runs out 

Close to 80 per cent of Iraq’s water origi¬ 
nates outside its borders. Ttirkey con- 
bols 96 per cent of the headwaters of the 
Euphrates, which flows through Syria 


and Iraq. Ihrkey also controls about 80 
per cent of the headwaters of the Tigris, a 
m^or source of Iraqi water. 

In Syria the drought has become so 
severe that residents of Damascus, the 
capital, have had the taps turned off in 
their homes every day from 2 pm until 6 
the next morning. 

T he Persian Gulf War altered the balan¬ 
ce of water power in the Euphrates 
ba«n. Iraq is in chaos, and Turkey’s con¬ 
trol is even greater than it was before the 
war. says Thomas Naff, director of the 
Philadelphia-based Associates for Mid¬ 
dle East Research. 

Turkey is the only Middle Eastern 
country with an abundant water surplus. 
Turkey can now do anything it wants with 
that water. Naff says, although it does not 
appear that it udll aggresuvely press this 
power. 

Syria and Iraq fear the potential impact 
of Turkey’s massive Aunurk Dam on the 
Euphrates lUver, which will be the fourth 
largest in the world vdien it begins operat¬ 
ing later this year. 

The Ataturk is the main componmit of 
Turkey’s biggest development effort the 


Southeast Anatolia Project, which will 
include a series of dams and hydroe¬ 
lectric pow«r plants to irrigate mitlions of 
arid acres and to increase energy output 

The gulf war has left Jordan in a we^er 
po^on for obtaining international financ¬ 
ing for the disputed Unity Dam that it 
hopes to build on the Yarmuk, says NalL 
The Yarmuk is Jordan's only source of 
fresh water that has not been folly tapped. 

The Unity project has been sta^ inde¬ 
finitely because Israel and Jordan have foi- 
led to agree on their fair share of Yarmuk 
waters, says Richard L Armitage of the 
US State department, who is spe^ medi- 
itor for Mideast water. 

** We are beyond die point in the Middle 
East of regarding water merely as a non- 
political key diat might open political 
doorsr he says."The water crisis is folly 
upon us. ...Any Arab or Israeli leader who 
Ms to recognise and act upon die water 
emergency is condemning his own socie¬ 
ty and those of his neighbours to slow and 
pmnfol deaths.* 

Parched Persian Gulf nations, such as 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain, which 
have drained dry many of their aquifers, 
including the Dammam, must obtain neac 
ly idl of their fresh water by removing die 
^t from sea water. 

Sbcty per cent of the world’s desalinat¬ 
ed water is produced in die gidf 
countries. Only their oil weitith iiMes 
the expensive process affordable. 

Believing that water miv become more 
precious duut oil, Turiiey’s President TU^ 
gut Ozal has proposed a peace pipeline to 
sell su^lus 'niikish water to thirsty Arab 
countries. Tlte pipeline would cany the 
excess flow from the twin Seyhan and f^- 
han rivers soudi aloi« two posable 
routes dirou^ the Arabian Peninsula. 

This is not a project of the sweqtr 
dreams dmarlment. insists Necati 
Utkan, die TtirkM ambassador to baq. 
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Water must become a bridge for 
cooperation. 

It’s not altogether a pipe dream, says 
Naff. But he points out diat the pkMne 
would take about a decade to build, cost 
at least $20 billion and require the coope¬ 
ration of Israd,J(»dan and Syria. 

' The November water summit in Istan¬ 
bul, with Ozal as its host, will be a launch¬ 
ing pad, Starr hopes, for die evoitwd ctefe 
tion of an independent, regionwide widec 
authority dud could save me M*iddle Eant 
from a wmer catastrophe. 
(NttkHtalCetHprai^NewaSavice) 
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S he is not qiste 24. And she has not 
quite achieved what she has been 
promising for years. Yet, Ashwini 
Nachappa, the gigging Coor(p, is probably 
the best known name in Inc&n athletics. 
Moreso, after the e»t d P.T. Usha, who 
has Mught marital bliss after a 10-year- 
long tiyst with sports, Talented as she is, 
athtetics alone is not the only thing Ashwi¬ 
ni is known for. Good-looking, with a pen¬ 
chant for fashionable, hip-hugging jeans 
and short skirts, chirpy and articulate 
(much to the delight of the media which 
thrives on sizzling quotes), Ashwini is 
dream copy for most feature writers. 

The younger of two athletic sisters, 
Ashwini was in the background till the 
elder one was around. Ashwini, even while 
being a junior, never really ran a junior 
race for. India. She was thrown into the 
senior section headlong. The Rowing up 
process, athletically and otherwise, was all 
m the manner of being thrown into the 
deep end without actually having been 
tau^t the rudiments of swimming. The 
survivor is one who first learns to flap 
around and then finally manages to glide. 
Ashwini is a survivor in such a mould. 

Ashwini iuid her sister, Pushpa, took to 
sports fi'om a very early age. Competing in 
tM school section, they won prizes by the 
bagful. It was Pushpa who made the first 
mark on the national scene in 1979, when 
the two sisters first appeared in the junior 
section. Both ran in the under-14 sectioa 
but it was not till 1981 that Pushpa was 
seen as a future Indian prospect, ^id she 
was also invited to join the seniors camp 
for the Asian Games. It was not exactly a 
call into the senior echelons but baptism 
was close. 

It was in 1984 that Pushpa first went for 
an international. She was selected for the 
junior national squad for an international 
meet in Seoul It could weU have been a 
double celebration for the Nachappa sis¬ 
ters. Ashwini, too, was selected for the 
meeL But was dropped at the last mo¬ 
ment Then, ste did not even know the 
reasfflL Aftk so many years in Indian 
sports and with innumerable meets behind 
she has a better idea now. Maybe, 
the government did not clear the full team, 
rhe muses. Pushpa went for the meet 
witii Ashwini staying back. All that is past 
but it was the first tesson in perseverance 
for Ashwini. 

Before the year was out Ashwini did 
win her spurs. And that too, in the senior 
national t»m for the inaugural South Asian 
Federation Games. P.T. Usha had decided 
to skip the meet after her fourth-place 
finsh at tl» Los Angeles Olynq^ and 
^ meant a chance for yourig Ashwini. 
She did not let it 8%. And more important- 
b, there were no hitches as in the case of 
I nie Seoul junior internationaL 9 k fiiuriwd 
^second bel^ Shiny Abraham in the 


100m. md then was part of the 4 x 100m. 
relay team which won the gold. "That was 
the first break for me. Wearing the Indian 
vest was the greatest thrill in my life. The 
tension of a first international meet over, 1 
could concentrate on greater heigdits, ” she 
recalls of that time. 

Tlie meet was also a learning process. 
She was part of a big team. "I made 
hiendships which have lasted till now. 
That was the first time 1 met the Sood 
sisters, Anita and Kavita, who today are 
among tt^ closest firiends. I met and learnt 
a few. things fi'om Adille, who was then 
among the top sjKinters in the country,” 
adds Ashwini. 

Even after making it to the Indian team, 
the trials and tribulations of Ashwini 
Nachappa were far from being over. The 
fear of being dropped at the kst moment 
once again became a reality in 1985. But it 


Lithe recent athletics 
mff t at Calcutta, Ashwini 
Nachappa ^owed that"" 
she the fastest ~ 
woman around But is she 


ler ntzy looks and spedal 
vibes with the media that 


performances on the 
metred turf? RUPINDE]^ 
SINGH on the Indian 



was sometiung totally needless. A confu- 
«on among the selectors resulted in 
Ashwini be^ named for the bidian Uni¬ 
versities team for the World Student 
GanesinKobe, J^nn. Pu$i^ was 
actualhr'in cantentxm,'was dropped and 
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Ashwini included. “1 was still in school 
then, but there was confusion over 
whether the plus-two stage was part of 
coUege or school. In Karnataka it was 
considered as college and in some other 
parts of the country it was treated as 
school. But 1 was not to blame for the 
confusion," she says of that episode. 

Ashwini herself was in Patiala in a camp 
when the team was announced. After re¬ 
ceiving frantic messages she managed to 
get to Delhi overnight, but when she 
reached the capital she was informed tliat 
she could not go. “It was one of the most 
depressing days in my life. I was being left 
out for the second time at the last mi¬ 
nute.” But it only made her more mature. 
"Now I knew that anything could happen 
between the selection and the actual 
event. In future I would be better pre¬ 
pared.” 

Just as she was approaching 18, she 
started receiving job offers on tihe strength 
of her athletic ability. She had just re¬ 
turned from the Asian track and field 
championships in Jakarta and won a medal 
to boot She was part of the bronze¬ 
winning 4 X 100m. squad, while elder sis¬ 
ter was part of the 4 x 400m. team, which 
took the gold. Once back in Karnataka, 
she took up the job with Vijaya Bank even 
while enrolling herself for graduation 
through correspondence. 

The real test in life was to follow in 
1986. It was perhaps the year of reckoning 
for her. It had a lot of disappointments m 
athletics, a break-up with a coach who had 
trained her for almost seven years and 
assuming the role of main bread-earner in 
the family with Pushpa's going away to the 
US on a scholarship. 

It began with her failure to make the 
Indian team for the 100m. for the 1986 
Asian Games. Despite being in good form, 
she fouled up two starts and was out of the 
selection trials. There followed a couple of 
days when she locked herself in the room 
and wept all alone. Then out came the 
gritty side when she made the squad in_ 
loiw jump, where she finally finished fifth 
at Seoul. On her return, she broke up with 
hw long-time coach, Shivegowde, and for 
some tune she was without a coach. But, 
even before her departure for Seoul, 
Pushpa decided to shift to the US. ITiat 


meant Ashwini would now be the principal 
earner in Bangalore. 

It was a heavy responsibility, for her 
father was in Calcutta. Years ago, her 
fether had moved to Calcutta to work for a 
private company, while her mother, who 



couM not adjust to the humid climate of 
Calcutta decided to stay back in Bangalore 
with the two daughters. It was not as if the 
family was in a bad way—the father was 
sending as much as he could from Calcut¬ 
ta—but to be the only one around with her 
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toother, it was big responsibffity inde^ 




bwn a second incwne—Pushpa’s being 
the main one—now became the mMt m- 
portant financial segment of the ranmy. 
Sti in her teens, Ashwini, then 19, had to 
think more than just athletics. But at the 
same time, it was athletics which cdUld 
open up new vistas in life. 

Living in a one-room apartment with her 
mother, Ashvnni took on the twin task of 
handling life and athletics at the same tune. 
It was not easy. First, she took on dty 
mate and former international Sural Abra¬ 
ham as her new coach. For the ne^ yrar 
or two it was a question of making for 
her^ a secure place in the Indian team ui 
individual events. That apart, she had to 
try and improve things for herself and ter 
mother, a keen sports follower, who 
would turn up at the Kanteerva Stadip 
every morning to see her daughter tram. 

Despite the media attention, athleUcs 
was still not exactly a money-spinninj 
sport. Even winners were struggling tc 
m a kff two ends meet Around the mid 
Eghties, the Government of India startec 
its scheme of awarding Indian sportsper 
sons for their medal-winning efforts at 
mtemational level, espedaUy at the Asiai 
level. Her efforts in the 1987 Asian trad 
and field meet, where she won a gold u 
the 4 X 400m. relay was the beginning o 
the winning streak. Once bac^ home sh 
got awards which would stabilise her lifi 
outside of athletics. The next few yex 
would see Ashwini win more medals at th 
Asian level, either individual (as in to 
1987 ATF in 200ra.) or in the relays. Th 
government awards were supplemente 
by more awards firom toe Amateur Athlc 
tic Federation of India, which too rt 
warded the medal winners. 

G ood things, like miseries, come in to 
rents. The bad patch was over. 
employers, Vpya Bank, too, gave ter 
promotion. Athletics apart, ter tend^ 
to wear feshionable dotoes, so much 
part trf the current generation of youtl 
phis her rebellious nature la^ed her 
more than just one problem. First it was 
question of runnirm trials more tom ot< 
on the eve of toe Seoul Olympics m Iw 
vtoere she prteested. 'While some oto 
atMetes, too, si^iported her view th 
toereshotdd not be too many trials, itw: 
Ashwira who was alleged to have s^ 
toe tebdUon. To toe extent that in Seoi 
she was reported to have talked badi 
toe chef-te-misskHi, K.P. Sngh Deo. B 
Asbwfei herself denied having been ru 
to ^ did-de-misfflon. For good measu 
she also moloffsed. The disc^ilkiary t 
tkm afta Msng initiated against hm: a 
two otodrs was finally dropped. ■ 

That over, anotter controveray i 

lowed. And this one had notfeng to do w 







her, she says, and yet her name was 
needlessly dragged in. Ashwini was 
nominated and then presented the Aijuna 
Award in 1990 for the year 1989. The 
AAR claimed it had reconunended Mercy 
Kuttan and not Ashwini, but the Sports 
Authority of India had decided to give the 
awa^ for 1989 to Ashwini. Despite all the 
hue and cry, she received the award and 
numerous columns were written on the 
merits and demerits of the award. 

Her ability to, converse well with the 
media as opposed to the monosyllabic 
answers from other athletes did not help 
matters. Whatever she said was blown out 
of proportion. And from the day she beat 
Usha for the first time in the 200m., every 


.iIli'tK inn , nmt ■. 
nnl iir.'i!i \ » lu n \ nii 
■ ire Ashwini 


silver medal in the 4 x 100m. relay. 

Coming back to India in such a mood, 
she accepted the offer to act in a Teh^ 
film which has as its central thenw the rise 
of Ashwini Nachappa. Titled, Aswani, “for 
that is the way my name is pronounced 
and written in Telugu”, she says with a 
giggle, it became die first Indian movie to 
revolve totally around the life of an in<h- 
vidual sportsperson. 

Controversies which had become so 
much a part of her life in the last few 
years, surfaced once again. Should she, 
vriiile being an active athtete, 'waste' time 
to act in a film? Was she going to give up 
athletics? Would movies be her life now? 
Such were the queries posed all the time. 
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Statement of hers was interpreted as. 
haui^ity. “Blit I had learnt to live with it, ’’ 
she says of aU the comments which came 
out at that stage. 

With success and all the publicity that 
wait mth it, ^ also became tl» first 
woman athlete to be offered a role in a 
fikn. In 1990, the vear she beat U^, the 
hype buit opound Ashwini was expected to 
mateti^ hito a medal at Bep%. She 
otimbled in the fitoe oi that pressure and 
with too, not striking gcdd, the Indi* 
m athfetics cattnaign was seen as a big 
i^saater. The .Buyer and bro^ medalsi^ 
i%ie up oonsoiatibn. AshwiiiC too, was 
putt pf a,,fii3|ire eveti thdtti^ she won a 


it was only natural for her want to wear 
fashionable clothes as was the 'scene' in 
Bangalore. “My friends dressed thus. 
They wore jeans, skirts and I, too, wanted 
to do so. I did—ami everybody talked. 
What could I do? Either I could listen to 
them or five my own life. I chose the latter 
and at the same time did not allow my 
athletics to be affected,” she says- 
Fashionable clothes, fast times on the 
track and her articulate nature all mean 
that it is she who gets the media attention. 
But when ffiere is so much attention, ex¬ 
pectations increase manifold. So it is v\ith 
her. With the departure of Usha, already 
comparisons between her timings and 
those of Usha’s, are being drawn. Usha's 
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And from November-December last year 
when the shooting for the fibn began, to 
the time she ran in the Open Nationals in 
(^cutta recently, her athletic talents, Uke 
many times before, were on test all over 
ac^ The girl now besieged by film 
(mere—all of which she says she has de¬ 
clined, including one opposite Bangarappa, 
the well-known Kannada motde star and 
'son of the present Karnataka chief nM- 
ter—and advertising contracts, passed yet 
another test whoi she to(dc and beat all 
onmtion in Calcutta in the ffiree events 
«iD a space of three days, 

A product of toe curreiu pubhc school 
generation (she stwiied at Mount Catmel), 


staid and strict lifestyle are often viewed 
as the ideal one to perfonn well at tJ» 
hi^st level while Ashwini's nature is 
seen more as a distracticm from the sport. 
Whether Ashwini will be able to take up 
the spot left vacant by Usha is something 
only time can tell, but there is certainly 
one tl^ we can be sure of: the gutsy 
Bangalorean will mve it all she has to be 
the very best, "f have only one life, so 
why not do as much I can and do it weH” 
she says. Brave words indeed, and from a 
youngster who has seen more than her 
share life and all of it much earlier than 
expected of normal people. 

(Sports Management Group) 


19 








SuDjay Dtttt ill Qurbiii/Jtwf 


and with music by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal, the chief attractions of 
tMs film are Anil Kapoor, Juhi 
Quwb, Seenu Oeo, RcM Hat* 
tangady, Satish Shah, Rakeab 
Beo, Atnrish Piui and Shilpa Shff* 
o(to. 

• Joomma Chuninu in Lm* 
don: Paradise (Bentinck Street; 
285442), Priya (Rashebhaii Ave* 
inie; 464440), Pumasree (Raja Raj 
Kissen Street; 554033). 

Recindings of the live program¬ 
mes abroad ol Amitabh BadKhan, 
Sridevi, Aamir Khan, Salman 
Khan, Neelam, Anupam Kher and 
other stars. 

• Klintrn: Crown (Rafi Ahnmd 
Kidwai Road; 244822), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551133), Bina 
(Bicto Sanuu; 311522). 

Directed by H.N. Siniji and with 
music by Aadesh, the main cast of 
this film comprises Sumeet Saiga! 
Ektaa and Raza Murad. 

• Qurbani Rang Layegi; Jyoti 
(Lenin Sarani; 241132), Naaz 
(Lower Chitpur Road; 277273), 
Menoka (Sarat ChatteijM Avenue; 
410417). 

A fita by Raj Sippy, starring 
Sunjay Dutt, Poonam DniHon, Pad- 
mim Kolhapure and Shakti Kapoor. 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal 

• Sanam Bewafa: Lotus (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 242664)—4 
shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Chandni play the lead in this recent 
box-office hit Others co-starring 


are new-find Kanchan, Puneet 
Issar, Pankei Dheer, Danny and 
Pran. The film is directed by 
Saawan Kumar and the musk is by 
Mahesh Kishor. 

• Yah Aag Kab Bajhegl: 

Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 2422M)—4 shows. « 

A fibn on the evils of the dowry 
system,. starring Sunil Dutt, 
Rekha, Kabir Bedi, Shakti Kapoor, 
Ranjeet, Bindu and debutante 
Sheeba. The film is directed by 
Sunn Dutt and the musk is by 
Ravmdrajain. 


ItenK.) 


a Bader Maya Joana: Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553413), Aruna 
(M^tma Gandhi Road; 359561), 
Bhaiati (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
474686)-l, 4, 7. 

One of tlw biggest hits in recent 
times, this Bangyesh production 
stars Chirapjeet and ^u Ghosh. 
Also in the cast ate Saifuddin, Dil- 
dar, Nasir Khan, Abbas, Soma. 
Anamika, Subhendu, Amamath 
and Bulbul. The film is directed by 
Matiyur Rehman Panu 
a Neallnaye Neel: Prachi 
(Acharya Jagaffish Chandra Bose 
Road; 271282), Daipana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 55M80), Puma (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 474567)-3 
shows. 

Tapas Paul Indnni Haider and 
Sreela Majumder are the principal 
attractions in this film, dirkted by 
Biresh Chatterjee. The musk is by 
Swapan Chakrabocty. 


Sanghamitra Banerjee, BaUU and Aidi Chatterjee in MetaJa 


All information given 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of\ 
going to press _ 


REGULAR SHOWS 

■inmiianinH 

e Aayee MUan K1 Beat: Elite 
(S.N. Baneijee Road; 241383)-4 
shows. 

Avinash WaiUiwan and Shaheen 
are the lead pair in this film, 
directed by K. Pappu. Others co- 
starring are Anupam Kher, Kul- 
bhushan Kharbanda, Aloknath, 
Faresh Rawal Aruna Irani ami Rita 
Bhaduri The musk is by Anand 
Maind. 

e Afsana Pyar Ka: Roxy 
(Chowiinghee mx; 284138)-^ 
shows. 

Directed by Shahiahan and with 
musk by Bm Ltoi, the film 
stars Aamk Kw and Neelam. 
e Benaatn Badsha; Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 281917)—4 
shows. 

Directed by K. Ravi Shankar 
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• Palstika: Radha (Bidhan Sara- 
ni; 553045), Alochhaya (Beliaghata 
Main Road; 355059)^ shows. 

Directed by Sharan Dey and 
with musk by Panchanan Chatter- 
the cast includes Prasenjit, 
mbita, Rabi Ghose, Tanin Kumar, 
Sangh^tra Baneijee and Anil 
Chatteijee. 


rhcatre 


* Anthony KnUyal; Kashi Bis- 
wanath Mancha (Canal West Road; 
355598)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Ihrected by Jnanesh Mukhetjee, 
the main cast comprises Arindam 
Ganguly, Indrani Haider, Kali 
Banepee. Ketaki Dutta and Dulal 
Lahiri. 

• Ghatak Bidaye: Star (79/3/4 
Bidhan Saram; 339.369)—Thurs. at 

6.30 pm; Sat. & Sun. at 3 {»n & 

6.30 pm. 

The play stars Madhabi Mukher- 
jee, Tarun Kumar, Sreela Majum- 
dcr, Rabi Ghose and Soumitra 
Chatteijee, who has also directed 


Thurs. & Sat. at 6.30 pm; Sun. at 
3^ & 6.30 pm 
Directed by Jnanesh Mukheijee 
who also stars along with Lily 
Chakrab* rty, Arun Banerjee, 
Utpal Ro), Kaushik Banerjee, San- 
ghamitra Banenee and Chinmoy 
Roy. 

• kl Bibhrat: Kangana (153/2A 
Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road; 
556846)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

A comedy, starring Anup 
Kumar, Rajeshwari Roy 
Choudhury, Abhisek Chatterjee, 
Ajit Banerjee. Gita Dey, Nimu 
Bhowmick, Dhiman Chakraborty, 
Aloka Ganmiy and Ratna Ghosal. 
Direction: Ganesh Mukherjce. 

• Nati Binodinl; Bijon Theatre 
(5A Raja Raj Kissen Street; 
338413)—Thurs. at 6.30 pm; Sat. 
& Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Bina Dasgupta who 
also stars in the title role, the cast 


includes Ashim Kumar, Anitesh 
Bhattacharya, Ujjal Sengupta, 
Kaberi Biswas and others. 

• Prem Parlnati; Pratap Man¬ 
cha (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road; opp. Rajabazar tram de¬ 
pot)—Thurs. & Sat. at 6.30 ptn; 
Sun. at 3 pm & 6.30 pm. 

Directed by Tarun Kumar, the 
cast include^ K. Debraj. Manju 
Bhattacharya, Ashim Mukhetjee, 
Meena Dey, Partha Baneiiee and 
Rita Koyral. 

• Saheb: Circarcna (6 Ri^a Raj 
Kissen Street; 557213)—Thurs. at 

6.30 pm; Sat. & Sun. at 3 pm & 

6.30 pm. 

Tapas Paul stars in the title role. 
Also co-starring are Subhendu 
Chatteijee, Anamika Saha, Snrup 
Mitra, Bam Kumar, Manju Chakra¬ 
borty, Buibul Choudhuiy. Chan- 
drani Haider and Sovanlal Mukher- 
jee, who also directs. 

• Sudhu Bhalobasa: Minerva 
Theatre (6 & 6/1 Beadon Street, 
554489)—Thurs & Sat. at 6.30 
pm; Sun. at 3 pm & f.30 pm. 


Irani Mukherjee, Keka 
Choudhurv, Sumanta Roy, Miss 
Liza and Miss J are the piinopal 
attractions of this play, directed by 
Partha Sarathi Das. 


2 i 3 June; 6.30 pm 

Mehfil presents Gurdas Mann, 
the jMpular pop and folk singer 
tram nipjab, in two musical ses- 
sions. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 479086/402197). 

3*7 June: 6 JO pm 

A festival of plays, to com¬ 
memorate Gandhar's 30th 
anniversary, features Threat re 
Workshop's Beb Abelar Galpo on 
3rd. Gandhar’s Aleefam Neel^ on 
4th, Anya Theatre's Madhab 
Maianchi Kainya on 5th, Sundar- 
am's AJakanander Putra Kanya on 
6th, and Rangakarmee’s Hob on 
7th. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 


IMutu 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura timaa ara for Calcutta. FIguraa In brackata danota the 

days. 1 being Monday. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep (2) AI-101 at 0230. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5). AI-306 at 1915; 
Dep (5): AI-306 at 2020. 
TokyO'Bangkok-Catcutta' 
Bombay; An. (6)' AI-303 at 1910: 
Dep (6): AI-309 at 2026. 
London-Dalhl-Calculta: An. (7)' 
AI-132/1326 at 1230 
‘ Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta: An 
(4) SU-537 at 1525 
‘ Calcutta-Sharjah-Moaoow: 
Dep. (4): SU-536 at 1725 
’ Moacow-Taahkant-Karachi- 
Calcuita-Henoi; Arr. (2): SU-541 
St 0640: Dep (2): SU-541 at 0760. 

' Hanoi-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taahkant-Moscow: Arr (2): SU- 
542 at 1615; Dep. (2) SU-542 at 
1815. 

Amman-Calcutta: Arr (4). RJ-ia4 
St 0645 

Calcutta-Amman: Dep. (S): RJ- 
185 at 0530. 

r Bucharaat-Cslculta-Bangkok: 

Arr (1): RO-063 at 1115, Arr. (6). 
AO-063 at 1045: Dep. (1): RO-063 
It 1230, Dep. (6) RO-063 at 1200. 
f BangkOK-Calcutta-Bucharaat; 
An. (1, 6): RO-064 at 2015; Dep. 
1,6). R0-064at2130. 
Saieuna-SIngapora: Dep (2): 
S(3-416 at 1130 and Dep. (4): SO- 
120 at 1310. 

Mngapora-Oaloutta; Arr. (2); SO- 
116 at 1025 and An. (4): SQ-420 at 
1210 . 

laleutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2.4, 7); 
C-731 at 0900: Dep. (1,3,6); TQ- 
114 at 1355 

tongkok-Calcutta: An. (2, 4, 7): 


IC-732 at 1500; Arr. (1, 3, 6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Caleutta-Xathmandu: Dep (2. 4, 
6, 7); IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1, 5): 
RA-214 at 1455 

Kathmandu>Calculta: An (2, 4, 
6, 7): (C-748 at 1930; Arr. (1, 6) 
RA-213 at 1355. 

CalcuRa-Ohaka; Dep. (1, 3, 5,6) 
tC-723 at 1340, Dep (1, 2. 3, 4, 5, 
6): BG-092 at 1305, Dap. (7). BG- 
096 at 1820, Dap (5,6): BG-096 at 
1935, Dep. (1. 2, 3. 4): BG-098 at 
2020 . 

Dhaka-Caleulta; Arr. (1, 3, 5, 6); 
IC-724 at 1600, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6). BG-091 at 1225, An. (7); BG- 
095 at 1710, An. (5.6): BG-095 at 
1855, Arr. (1, 2. 3. 4). BG-097 at 
1940. 

Calcutta^Htagong; Dep. (2, 5)’ 
B6-698 at 0905. 

Chittagong-Calcutia: Arr. (2, 5): 
BG-697 at 0825 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2). KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2) KB-105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Caleiitta-Bombay; Dep (2): AI- 
101 at 0230 

Dalhl-Caleima: An. ( 1 ). AI-1328 
at 1230 

Indian Atrlinmt iHNMMi 

Catcutta*Dalhi: Dep. (daily): IC- 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750; 
An. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 

264 at 2m. 

Caleutta-Bombay: Dep. (dally): 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000: 
Arr. (dally): IC-274 at 1900 and 1C- 
175 at 0600 

Caleutta-Madraa: Dep. (1,2,3.4, 


Printed here is the regular Indian Alrllries schedule. This 
Is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
In the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 262548, 262657 and 262909, and 
<airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


5, 7) 1C-765 at 1700. Dep (6)- 
IC-265 at 1700: Arr, (1. 2, 3. 4, 5, 
7): IC-766 at 2210, Arr (6)-10-266 
at 2205 

Calcutta-Bangatora: Dep (i. 2.4, 

6, 7): IC-771 at 0620, Arr (1, 2, 4. 
6, 7 • IC-772 at 1200 
Caieutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Dalhl; Dep (daily)' IC- 
410 at 0615 

Dalhl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta; Arr (daily) IC-409 at 
1545 

Calcutta-Guwahatl; Dep. (daily). 
IC-229 at 1340. Dep (1. 3. 5. 6). 
IC-729 at 0730, An. (daily) IC-230 
at 1630, Arr (1, 3, 5, 6) IC-730 at 
1030. 

Csleutta-Agartsls; Dep (dally); 
IC-741 at 0835 and IC-743 at 1330; 
An. (daily): lC-742 at 1055 and IC- 

744 at 1A<tn 

Csleutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4.6); 
IC-28S at 0530; Arr (2. 4. 6): l(> 
286 at 1000. 

Csleutta-Port Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep (1): IC-287 at 0530; Arr (1): 
IC-2e8 at 1220 

Caicutta-Tazpur-Jorhai- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2, 4)- lC-213 at 
1130, Dep. (3, 5, 7). I<>213 at - 
0600; An. (2. 4); IC-213 at 1525, 
Arr. (3, 5. 7): IC-213 at 0955. 
Colcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (1). IC- 
221 at 1300,^. (2. 3, 4, 5. 6, 7): 
IC-221 at 1100: Arr. (1): IC-222 at 


1520, Arr. (2, 3. 4, 6. 6. 7) IC-222 
at 1320. 

Calcutta-Olbrugarh: Dep (2,3.4. 
5, 6. 7) IC-201 at 1400, Arr (2. 3. 
4, 5, 6. 7) IC-202 at 1730 
Cslcutta-Silchar-Imphal; Dep 
(daily)' IC-255 at 0810; Arr. (daily) 
IC-2S6 at 1050. 

Calcutta-Imphal-Olmapur- 
Calcutta: Dep (1, 3, 5. 7j. iC-257 
at 1130; An (1, 3, 5, 7). IC-257 at 
1510. 

Caleutta-Bhubanaawar-Nagpur- 

Hydarabad: Dep (3. 5. 6) IC-269 
at 1650, Arr (3. 6, 6) lC-270 at 
2040, 

Calcutta-Bhubanaawar; Dep (i, 
2, 4. 7), IC-269 at 1650: An. (1. 2, 
4, 7) IC-270 at 1910 
Cslcutta-Hydarabad; Dep (1, 2, 
4, 7): IC-277 at 1720. Arr (1, 2. 4, 
7). IC-278 at 2210 
Calcutta-Vlshakspatnam- 
Madraa: Dep. (1,2.4.6): IC-542at 
1000 

Madraa-VIshakspalnam- 
Caleutta; An. (i, 2.4.6); lC-541 at 
0915 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kallaahahar: 

Dep (2,4):PF-729af0710.Arr (2. 
4). PF-730al1120 
Caleutts-Shillong-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (1,3,5,6) PF-701 
at 0710, Dep (7): PF-701 at 1210; 


‘ No traffic rIgtiM on Calcutta-Sharjah-Calcutla and CalciiHa-Karachi-Taahkant-Caleuna No traffic ngms on Calcutla-BangKok-Calcuns 
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Arr (1 3 5 6) PF- /02 at 1120 Catcutta-JamahMipur. Dap (1 2 Calcutta*Agartala-Aiaawl Dap at 1250 Arr (1 3 5) PF-706Aa 

Arr (n PF 702 at 1620 3 4 5.6) PF 717810630 Dep (2 (2 4.6 7) PF-705at0855 Arr (2 1635 

Calcutta-Agartala-SIlchar Dep 4 6) PF-717A at 1330 Arr (1,2 4,6,7) PF-706at 1300 Calcutta-Cooch Bahar Dep (1 

17) PF729Aal0710 Arr (7) PF 3 4 5,6) PF-71Bat0825 Arr (2, Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl- 3 5) PF-707at0B55 Arr (1 3 5) 

730Aatl140 4 6) PF-718A at 1525 Calcutta. Dep (1 3 5) PF-70SA PF 708 at 1150 


! r.iin-. 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

2311 

19-00 

Delhl-Kalka Mall 

5-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amrttsar Mall 

B-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2361 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Qaya-VaranasI 

Dep—Tues, Thurs A Sat 

Arr—Wed Fn ft Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

16-00 

2304 



meea via Patna 

bap—Mon Wed Fn ft Sun 





Arr—Mon Tues Thurs ft Sat 



2301 

1900 

Rajcflianl Expreaa 5 days a 

11-30 

2302 


week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fn ft 
Sun 

Arr—Tuea Wad Thura Sat ft 
Sun 


2373 

23-UO 

Hlmgirl (dammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dep—Tues Frl ft Sat 

Arr—Tues Wed ft Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanehal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon ft Thurs 

Arr—Thurs ft Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

18-15 

3008 



press via Mam Line 



3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Jsrtata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Expreaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MHhlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanehen|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

3317 

17-35 

6-10 

Kamrup (Ouwahatl) Express 
Black blmond EiqMeaa 

6-30 

21-25 

5660 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Daiwpur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

11-10 

3026 



Arr—-Friday 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs ft Sat 

6-00 

3072 



Arr—Mon Thurs ft Sat 



3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 

7-30 

2160 



weekly Superfsst Exmesa 

Dep— Thurs Sal ft Sun 





Arr—Tues Wed ft Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 
Der^Tues ft Wed 

7-30 

1172 



Arr—Sat ft Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) Ex- 

7-30 

3328 



presa 

Dep ft Arr—Mon ft Frl 



5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Expreea 

Dep ft Arr—Sunday 

10-40 

5050 



SaaUah 



3143 

19-00 

Oar)eellng Mall 

845 

3144 

3153 

3151 

21-40 

11-20 

Gour Enresa 

Jammu-Tawl Expraaa 

815 

16-30 

3154 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Expraaa via 

SBG Loop 

Bhaglrathl (Lalgoim Expreea 
Chhipra ExprOM frl waekly 
Dap ft Arrowed Frl A Sun 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

10-25 

3104 

5165 

12-40 

4-30 

5186 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

700 

6004 

8002 

1820 

Bombay Mall wa Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

GHanJall (Bombay) Exprsse 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

2820 

Ahm^bad Expreas 

805 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

'5-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
preaa 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

6013 

17-30 

Tala Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

6011 

810 

Ispat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpu. Express 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expreas Via Cuttack 

830 

6006 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 
Narai 

Ohauli (Bhubanesvrar) Ex- 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

855 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

Tlrupatl Express 

4-15 

aoao 

8045 

11 10 

East Coast (l^derabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

1845 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8016 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
• Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmlnua- 
Quwahatl Waekly Express 

(via Visakhapalnam ft Howrah) 
Thursday only 

1845 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah ft Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour TsrmiruM 

1845 

2651 


Superfaat Expreaa (via 
Visakhapalnam A Madras) 

Dap—Frl A Sun 
Arr—Tues ft Fn 

2674 22-35 OuwalwtI-Bangalore CMy 22-15 — 

WaeMy Express (via Howrah 
ft Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

— 14-10 Banulora Clty-Guvrahatl 13-45 2673 

WsMly Express (via Howrah 
ft Cuttack) 

Monday only 

2610 22-35 Patna-Cochln Harbour Ter* 22-15 — 

minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

— 14-10 Coehin Harbour Terminus- 13 45 2609 

Patna Wsskly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


ENQUIRIES: 4For round the dock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, pisass dial 203546-54 for In-comlng trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For Information Mout resarvatlorw on 
Eastern and South Eastern Railways trains, dial 203500 (from 0 
am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gftaetlsd holldaya). 
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'ROCK PILEI Our artM co wUndu 


fids thsfi M 14 oonipisis 
■buv*. Can you find Htam? 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? TImmo tn at looal ab mm- 
onoaa In dnMtng daMi bolwaan lop and boHorn panolB. How 
quIcMy can you find tham? Chaek a n a w ata wMh thoaa iMlow. 

■paMBui •) luiy a - Bu pi ia iiiJniOd s Munii n tmas > B u iaai u i o 
piacoaauaja- »M mii H aiawioogaauiw| ut aeuiqqMn»aaaet: aaJu a i aiiio 


a SPOT CHECKI See N you can spot the name of a 
barnyard creature in each word; 1. Spigot. 2. Scowl. 3. 
Clamber. 4. Hyphen. 5. Skiddoo. 

poi c ii*H » wun e MO z -Bm t 


1 PAT_ 

2 _ PAT_ 

3__ PAT_ 

4 _PAT_ 

5_ _PAT_ 

6_PAT 


EVERYTHING DOWN PAT 
A parade of PATS Is stepped olt 
progressively in six aighl'ietter 
words above. You are asked to find 
these terms according to the follow¬ 
ing definitions. 

1. 'Lack of pap Is often mistaken 
for—.* —Kin Hubbard. 

2. Result of sloi^ painting (pi.). 

3. Early spring flower. 

4. Speedy news report. 

5. Hikar's routs. 

6. Hold one's own (two words). 

Limit: Two minutes 


wd puns B isKiiood t ipasnia 
f mnWH e UVIIWIS Z Ktuawd I 


a COLO 451 Find four 
■mounts totalling 45, of 
which it may be said the 
first plus two, the second 
minus two, the third times 
two, and the fourth di¬ 
vided by two provide the 
same result. 

Hint: Amounts range in 
value from S to 20. Re¬ 
member, they total 45. 

How quicUy can you dis- 
covar the four amounts? 

WIIWMM I 'lbM MU WMII 'AimIO 
MiWU SiUMn PW «y‘WItMU-Ufig 




TIP-TOPPERI Sure, and N’a a Up Of die hat on a vary fine d^l. Add 
ttwoaeolera: 1—Rad. 2—U. Hue. 3—Yellow. 4—U. brown. S-Fieah 
tonaa. S—U. g r een . 7—Purple, i—Ok. gr e e n . 


SPELLBINDER 


scout It ptifiti for vslng oM flit 
lottors In tlio word botow to form 

fwO Cwevl^aVlW wwr 

MALARKEY 


THEN score 3 points each lor all 
words ef tour lolMrs ar mare 
found among Ihe letters. 

Try to score at toast IS geWs. 






































A n interesting story from 
Bipradas Das. Seram- 
pore. 

“Devi Durga has 10 
hands. According to Hindu 
mythology, she had 10 
.hands to kill the demons who 
came to capture Heaven 
from the gods. This story is 
well-known to all. Side by 
side there is another story 
which goes like this. 

“Shiva came to the Hima¬ 
layas to marry Parvati 
(another name for Durga). 

He was clad only in a tiger 
skin around his waist, tied 
with living snakes and pow¬ 
dered his face and body with 
ash. According to Hindu cus¬ 
tom, the mother-in-law wel¬ 
comes (bamn) the son-in- 
law before the marriage. So 
Menoka, mother of Pan/ati, 
started to baran Shiva with 
barandala (a big, long plate 
made of cane carrying hand¬ 
le, sacred thread, vermillion 
and banana, etc.). The 
mother-in-law touches the 
barandala first on the fore¬ 
head, then the stomach and 
the feet of the son-in-law. To 

K ay a prank on their brother- 
-law, the sisters of Parvati 
put the barandala on a piece 
of the root of a tree, the smell 
of which snakes cannot 
stand—they die if they inhale 
it. 

"When Menoka started 
baran and touched the 
barandala to the stomach of 
Shiva, his snakes fled in¬ 
stantly and his tiger-skin 


(^lltSTIONS 


1 ) Who ite the highest scor¬ 
er in a trihgle Test match? 
Pram Shankar Jia, Cal- 

2 ) Which silent screen 
comedian's first talkie was 
fm and aMy7(Nirm^ 
Kumar Sar%, Asartaol i) 

3 ) Why is t^erosion cal¬ 
led aeoiian erosion? (Arun 
Kumar Purohit, Calcutta 7 ) 
inill/to, ac«>rd!ng to me 
Gnie, Imrented wme? (An- 
MKumar, RancMT) 

n Irt secret service jargoi, 
wtw is a smuggter? (Sfftk- 
kPsUMandtrapara} 


—TRQ— Quastlon :Moghul miniature palnt- 

ings are regarded as India’s brightest 
)e«rals of art. What is the origin of the 
WSjgW word ‘miniature’? (Aquii Kamal, Boys’ 
Hostel 1, Room no. 24, Burdwan Medical 
College, Burdwan 713104) 

Ana: From the Latin mlnlaraXo rubricate and minium 
vermillion. So, “to paint with vermillion”. 


'iw 





red high and 


dropped to the ground. The 
god stood naked before his 
mother-in-law. Humiliated, 
he decided to take revenge. 

“At the time of mala badal 
(the exchange of garlands 
for the couple to be married, 
Shiva was found standing 
with five heads (another 
name of Shiva is Pancha- 
nan—five headed) Parvati 
with her two hands was at a 
loss as to how she could gar¬ 
land her five-headed hus¬ 
band. After a while she took 
out 10 hands and garlanded 



8) A trained mathemafl- 
cian, he beoame an explo¬ 
sives eiQMii and later me 
■father of Britain's Atom 
Bomb'. He died a few 
months ago. Name him 
(Rahmat Ali, Calcutta 14) 
r) "I feel very humble and 
at the same time very 

K when I think of me 
I people. With what 
forbearance, what forb- 
tude, what patlsnce they 
have faoeo fosir suffer- 
inger Who said this? 
(^tesham Ar^m, Calcut- 

IfWIien Boris Becker be¬ 
came foe Wimbledon 
. men's singleschampipn in 


the five-headed Shiva. From 
that time, Devi Durga came 
to be known as Oashabhu- 
ja—ten-handed." 

Shakeel Zamal reports 
from Guwahati. 

“Jitandeep, an Assamese 
monthly, organised an All 
Assam Quiz Competition at 
the district library auditorium, 
Guwahati. The quiz was a 
part of the day-long prog¬ 
ramme on the fourth 
anniveisary of the magazine 
and was inaugurated by re¬ 
nowned journalist and for¬ 
mer High Commissioner of 
India to Britain, Kuldip 
Nayar. 

“The event received an over¬ 
whelming response from the 
quiz lovers and quizzers of 
Assam—121 teams. 

“The main round, among 
foe first six groups, was con¬ 
ducted by two of the most 
renowned quizmasters of 
Assam—Dr Amaqyoti 
Choudhury and Robin Kalita. 
Initially Explorers, The Rebel 
Yell Gang and Strange 
Approach were leading the 


1 ^ foe ^ 

Name rtm. (Tehbsen Fk-,, 
daus, Calcutta 17 ) 

9 ) Which indifoi pmnter of 
foe Ifoh century wtali 
palanquin bear#, was pah 
m the OrM hkatar of fob 
Age, went mad and com- 
rnitted suk^ in ISM*? 
(Swetaneu BakKai’ Oiah, 


10 ) Wf^famouaHolly- 
. wood ietraai wai Buedb) 


urn folBt waii^Maiy 
eimeiitofcewtlorSl 
rnkon? (Ci^ Mazoonv 


Explorers and Strange 
Approach filled the second 
and third slots, respectively. 
Excaliburs earned the presti- 


foe cash prize. 

“Amazed at foe rousing 
response to the event, Jnan- 
deep is planning to hold such 
a competition every year and 
is also contemplating higher 
prize money as well as a 
tougher and more sophisti¬ 
cated competition. It is 
hoped that such an en¬ 
deavour will further popula¬ 
rise the event.” 

Amit Singhal, Calcutta 20, 
has a question on cricket: 
‘What is the Hill?’" 

It is the uncovered area in 
front of the score board at 
foe Sydney Cricket Ground. 
During big matches it is 
occupied by thousands of 
barrackers who love cricket 
and alcohol in more or less 
equal amounts and who are 
sure they understand cricket 
better than the umpires. In 
spite of their beery belliger¬ 
ence, the mob on the hill are 
a thin-skinned, sensitive lot 
who were deeply offended 
when Richard Hadlee de¬ 
scribed them as the worst- 
mannered cricket crowd in 
foe world. 


.daer, ^at) 


ANSVVIKS 


'^inqpnoqQiMB ' 

etiavABn opjmSMf 
•iMpu» 9 t i|p i i 
‘Awua^uimMtM 
tMdxetuiidiaaugvn 

'«n)oev‘«pm 
jqpo5]|eaj|E}foAM|iyl| 
'UOfoaN fofoiMjS 

^pue'aurueGeaK 
































































GARFIELD By Jim Davis 





























































































TM«r'S NO SOOD EITHER... 

' APTER IT STiO^S THE j, 
BRANCHES WILL ^ 

SCRAPE youR 

. ROOP^f;^A^^ 



I'M 60IN6 TO 
LEAVE THE 
PLANTINS W»«T 
COMPLETELY UP 
TO YOU, DEAR 



%A\ / 








- ji#S 


IP YOU PLA^T IT THERE IT'LL 
END UP SHADING YOUR 
FLOWER - 








"P 


I 


THIS WON'T 
WORK EITHER.' 
IT'LL SPOIL MY 
VIEW OF THE ^ 
SUNSET y, 












, you KNOW, YOU s I DID YOU FIND THE RIGHT 
C..^REALLY DON'T | P»LACE FOR 
HAVE A GOOD f IT, HONEY 
SPOT FOR IT I 
ANYWHERE IN s 
YOUR YARD * 


IT, WNEY 




>v-,, 


'y 5' 


■T WP ■ JS| 

























ODAY, GIVE EACH OF THESE ROOMS 
A MATCHING MARBLE FLOOR. . 



Y TOMORROW, DO THE SAME 
IN YOUR HOME. 




CUT OUT THESE THREE FLOORS. MATCH THEM TO THE ROOMS 
ON THE LEH'. AND STICK THEM WHERE THEY LOOK BEST 




Yes. with Carara, laying down a marble floor in your home is as simple 
as sticking on 
the floors in 
this ad! It's so 

/a-. 

simpii'. Just get 
Carara laid over,',»=^V^ 

your ensting floor. It'll take only a few hours. No mess, no inconvenience. 

■,And it’s made 









J^'jcovenng 


containing fine granulated marble. It comes in two exquisite designs and a range 
of iitiginal shades What’s more, Carara is scratch-resistant. After all, it’s created 




a^mstrong 

Cy^Ry$s.R>^ 


I World Industries permit (NARCO Ltd, the use of the 
tradcmaric Armstrong, under licence. 

iNAKY)OfticwiBomli«y:l2-A,‘Ad«irt’.Ge».BlK«l. Mara. BumUyWOtJZI.rti. 2022621,2022213, _ 

♦ Dt8ii:Pli.3712M9,37,!225T. J32«l« *(jloKta 1^.444990.432768 WMwIrw! ft. 475191,476m 479186. ^ 
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Who Could Predict Tliis End? 


TheWegrajA 



Where the astrologers went wrong 


‘In the Stars’(May 12) was 
such a stupid topic to have 
as a cover story, but I read 
it with great interest 
nevertheless. 

Aniirag Bagaria, 
Calcutta 

■ What was new about the 
predictions by these pun¬ 
dits? The common man is 
also expecting the Con- 
|Te^s(I) to win and- R^v 
Gandhi to become the 
Prime Minister. 

Syamal Guptu 

and Such! Guptu, 

Calcutta 

■ You have confused the 
voters even more with 
these pre^dictions. One 
astrolt^ says Raiv Gan¬ 
dhi wm ntinam PM for the 
fidl ttini while another says 
after two years another 

, - ^ emerge in the 
Congiess party eiectkmi 
ane we to believe? 
RahMb Venna, 
iCalocitta' 


views of the astrologers; 
they made fascinating read¬ 
ing. But if astrology is a 
science, then how is that 
different astrologers have 
different views? They 
should all have come to one 
conclusion. 

S.P. Bhattacharya, 

Burdwan 

a All the astrologers had 
their say, but not-one of 
them could forecast the 
assassination of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. In that, they all failed 
miserably. 

As usual, they tried to 
wiig^e out of committing 
themselves by using dual 
meaning statements, but 
on this count they ail mis¬ 
sed the rn^or happening. 

To be specific, Shiv 
Shankar Bh^ preihcted a 
bi^t phase in R#r Ganr 
dhi ^ career. PiSQrag Biuir' 
dopadhyay did predict i ; 
soiaational pdidol smd- ' 
sinatfon, but' actually ox-ri' 
chided .Rajiv Gan& 

addittg that ’IwiI'''i. 


the country once more. 
According to Bejan Daru- 
walla, Rajiv and V.P. Singh 
were to come closer and 
Acharya Raj predicted that 
Rajiv would be PM again. 
R. Narayanan also said that 
Rajiv would head a coalition 
and J.C. Luthra called his 
horoscope verj- strong 
and did not foresee any 
change in the AICC(I) lead¬ 
ership. 

Only Lachhmandas 
Madan saw the possibility 
of Rajiv being the.. PM as 
very remote and if at ail he 
became PM, it would be for 
a very short period. 

K.S. Mohta, 

Calcutta 

■ You should have pub¬ 
lished ghost stories in¬ 
stead. m idiould also have 
publishipd a footnote 
saybig, “^All predicticHis are 
tp ,^ange after the 
re^ts have.been 

SutdrBamrJee, 

finrdwatt- 
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■ Rajiv Gandhi has 
left behind three vulnerable, 
though gritty, persons: Sonia, 
Rahul and I’riyanka. What 
does the future hold for this 
family which has seen more 
than its share of Irauniatic 
times? 
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■ wP Our team of 
photographers covered the 
last rites of Rajiv- Gandlii. A 
selection. 
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O ver hostile desert terrain a new US 
Army M-lAl tank rumbles 
through a sandstorm, the lenses 
pn its viewing ports and periscopes pro- 
teclbd by a lacquerlike coating of the hard¬ 
est material on earth: diamond. 

In a home kitchen acbok chops food on 
the ceramic tile counter top with a gour¬ 
met knife that remains razor- 
sharp-thanks to its coating of synthetic 


diamond. 

In factories and oil fields superb^ cut¬ 
ting tools and drill bits, coal^ «dth dia¬ 
mond, last indefinitely. Diamond films 
coat eyeglass and camera lenses, stereo 
speakers, nuclear reactors, bearings, arti- 



DIAMOND 


ficial joints. High-performance diamond 
transistors di^lace traditional silicon in 
computer chips and other electronic 
products. 

If experts in materials science are cor¬ 
rect, diamond soon may become everyo- ^ 
ne's best friend, finding aj^lication in 
these and a wide variety of other militaiy,' 
industrial and commercial products. 

With relatively little fanfare diamond 
films have emerged as the most dazzling 
new wonder material of the 1990s. 'We 
may be moving into die diamond age, 
says Boris Deryagin of the Institute of 
Physical Chemistry in Moscow. He and 
his associates pioneered the new techno¬ 
logy responsible for diamond’s sudden 
ascendancy. 







simple way for coating objects with thin 
films of synthetic diamond and dia¬ 
mondlike material. It thus can giw meta¬ 
ls, ceramics, plastics and even paper all 
the remarkable physical and chemical 
properties of diamond, at a fraction of the 
cost of the real thing. TTie American Asso¬ 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, 
the world’s largest general scientific orga¬ 
nisation, named diamond films the most 
significant scientific development of 1990. 

The National Ai’ademy of Sciences, 
which advises the US government on sci¬ 
ence and technology, gave an even more 
sp^kling evaluation in a 1990 study: "The 
ability to deposit diamondlike coatings 
on a variety of substrates is one of the 
most important technological develop¬ 
ments in the past decade. 

Diamond has several highly desirable 
properties in addition to its well-known 
hardness. It conducts heat better than 
any other solid material-about four times 
better than silver or copper. As a result it 
is a superb material for eliminating hot 
spots caused by friction on drill bits, bear¬ 
ings and milling-machine shafts 

Diamond carries the heat away rapidly, 
decreasing wear. Because diamond also 
is a good electrical insulator, diamond 
films have potential applications as "heat 
sinks in integrated circuits. 

Building faster, more powerful com¬ 
puters requires packiiig transistors 
closer together on integrated<ircuit 
chips. But circuit designers are stymied 
by heat produced by the components. 
Heat must be carried away by often- 
cumbersome cooling systems, or it will 
literally fry the circuit 

Coating components with diamond 
film could elinunate the need for cooling 
systems, resulting in faster, smaller com¬ 
puters. Indeed, die crown jewel in the 
new diamond technology may involve 
actually making transistors from dia 
mond instead of silicon. 

Diamond’s characteristics as a semi¬ 
conductor make it superior to rilicon for a 
number of ek*ctronic applications. These 
include transistors for high-power micro- 
wave amplifiers, and radiation-resistant 
sensing devices and emergency equip¬ 
ment inside nuclear reactors. 

Another diamond charcteristic-extre- 
me chemical inertness-of^ns up another 
range of applications for diamond films. 

Even w^en exposed to strong acids, 
alkalis or other chemicals, diamond does 
not corrode. Diamond-coated valves, noz¬ 
zles, bearings and other components 
could function reliably in jet and rocket 
motors, for instance, or in chemicah 
manufacturing plants. 

Chemical inertness means biological 
inertness, making diamond an ideal mate¬ 
rial for coating artificial joints connecting 
human bones and other medical implants. 


Diamond’s superior optical projx'nies 
would mean scralchproof coatings on 
eyeglasses, belter mirrors for reflecting 
high-powered User beams and improved 
optic^ data-storage disks. 

Technolo^ for making diamond coat 
ings is rrfativelv simple but distinctly dif¬ 
ferent from that used foi more than .35 
years to make synthetic industrial and 
gem-quality diamonds. 

T he conventional diamond-making pro¬ 
cess, developed by the General 
Electric Co. in the early 1950s, involves 
extremely high temperatures and 
pressures. 

Graphite-which, like diamond, is a 
form of carbon-and a catalyst are siiueez 
ed together in a special jx'ess. At pressu¬ 
res up to 1.8 million pounds per square 
inch-matching those 240 miles below the 
earth’s surfac(*-and temperatures up to 
4,400 degrees Fahrenheit, graphite 
changes from a soft, greasc'like substan¬ 
ce into hard, crystalline diamond. 


Is the wonder substance 
soon going to become" 
mans best friend? ~ 
Michael Woods takes a 
hard look 



Industrial diamonds lack the sparkle ol 
gemstones but possess all of natural 
diamonds’other characteristics. 'These' 
synthetic diamonds produc'ed in the high 
pressure, high-temperature process are 
used mainly in tools for cutting and 
grinding. 

Diamond films, in contrast, are produc¬ 
ed in a low-temperature, low-pressure pro¬ 
cess called chemical-vapour deposition. 
The object receiving a diamond coating is 
placed in a deposition chamber along 
with the raw material for synthesising a 
diamond film 

The material must be a hydrocarbon, a 
molecule consisting of hydrogen and car¬ 
bon atoms. Scientists have experimented 
with an assortment of raw materials. Dia¬ 
mond films reportedly have been made, 
for instance, from both vodka and sake. 
Usually, however, the raw material is 
methane, or marsh gas. 

Coiourtess and odourless, methane is 
the main component of natural gas. It is 
the simplest of all hydrocarbons, consist¬ 
ing of a central atom of carbon surround¬ 
ed by four atoms of hydrogen. 

Heating the gas rips molecules of 
methane into their components, atoms of 
carbon and hydrogen. The car^n depo¬ 


sits ilv'H onto the suiface of the object 
l)e()ending on tin «unditioiis inside the 
chamber, the carbon will deposit either 
as diamond or diamondlike mati'rial that 
has many of diamond’s charadeiisik s. 

Boris Deryagiii and his associates in 
Moscow began work in the 19!j0s. In 1956 
Deryagin and Dimitri Fedoseyev filed tm 
"author’s certificate the Soriel equival¬ 
ent of a patent application for a method 
of growing diamond films from a hydro¬ 
carbon gas. 

But their first scientific report on suc¬ 
cessful growtli of thin films of diamond 
was not published until 1977 in an obscu¬ 
re Soviet scientific journal. 

Deryagin responded with a grimace 
and a tJirug when asked why Sowet indus¬ 
try did not exploit the diamond-film tech 
nology. But Soviet otficials openly 
acknowledge their inability to capitalise 
on many basic research findings. 

For almost a decade after the 1977 
report, other scientists largely overlook¬ 
ed commercial and industrial applica¬ 
tions of the technology. .Some doubted 
whether the Russians actually had grown 
films of diamond. Many othen* were simp¬ 
ly unaware of the Russian achievement. 

Japanese scientists, however, were 
quietly working on the technology. In 
1985 they publi.shed a series of reports 
that slimulatt'd wortdwide inten'st in dia- 
I mond films. 

Since then hundreds of industry and 
university research groups around the 
world have dcveloiied a keen interest in 
the new technology. 

Citing Japan’s unparalleled ability to 
rapidly transform new laboratory discove¬ 
ries into commercial products, Deryagin 
predicted years ago that Japanese indus¬ 
try would become the world leader in dia¬ 
mond films. That prediction has bec'ome 
reality, according to the National Acade¬ 
my of lienees study, which was complet¬ 
ed in summtT 1990. 

It found that Japan leads the world in 
diamond-film research and development 

Of .573 patents on the new diamond 
technology granted during the past five 
years, 488 went to Japanese companies 
and only 28 to American companies. 

The first consumer product to use a dia¬ 
mond film was a stereo speaker tweeter 
marketed by Japanese electronics compa¬ 
nies. Diamond speakers reproduce Wgh- 
frequency sounds wlh greater fidelity 
than conventional tweeters. Used on the 
resonating of the speaker, diamond com¬ 
bines light weight with great rigidity-cha¬ 
racteristics essential for true 
reproduction. 

Years firom now the speakers may be 
remembered as clarions that heralded a 
whole galaxy of oth^r glittering new 
diamond-film products. 

(National Geographic News Servke) 
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^/TTThich way is Ballygunge, 
W Babu?” 

f f Metro dnema hail, Espla¬ 
nade. The matinee show had just got over. 
Pt^le spilled out (mto the footpath. A tiny 
voice rented the question, “Which way 
is Ballygunge?” 

One genUemah in the milling aowd 
peeped into the bee which belonged to tlK 
voice. A lO-TCar-old boy, hungry and lost 
loolcing. “Vfhy, my boy, Ballygunge is 
quite a distance from here. Where are you 
from?” The boy replied that he had come 
from Uttarpara (connected to Calcutta by 
train and long distance buses, a distaiKe 
unthinkable on foot). Been walking since 
nxvning. But why? It was like this. He had 
a sister who came to Ballygunge every 
morning to work as a maid and returned 
home when the d^ was done. The night 
before she had frifed to return. And so, 
that morning the anxious parents had sent 
their only other child to look for the sole 
breadeamer. It had taken hkn all day to 
reach Calcutta. And now he did not know 
tte way to Ballyamge. Would somebody 
kindly direct him? 

The geiUleman explained that he ought 
to talm a tram. No, thaidc you, he would 
rather walk the distance. Comprehending 
the situation, the man ofiered hfra the tram 
fare but it was indignantly refused. He was 
not there to beg, he just needed to know 
the way. However, the money was thrust 
into the littk fist with a lot of persuasion, 
and the donor went home, feeling satisfied 
with the day’s good deed. 

Six months later. Metro c^ema halL 
The matinee show had just got over. The 
same gentleman passing by. Out of the 
milling crowd, there came a tiny voice that 
had a familiar ring, “Babu, which way is 
Ballygu^?" 

Egging, in India, is a profession. You 
could be a surgeon, a lawyer, an execu¬ 
tive. Or a beggar. With an income that 
may even equal those of the rest. Begging 
is the only aJl-profit, no-loss business that 
needs no other capital investment but 
brains. And involves professional skills no 
ordinary man could ever dream oL Emo¬ 
tional l^ckmailing being one of them. 

Hie more humane among us often har¬ 
bour a slij^t sense of guilt that we are able 
to afibrd a better Hying than most of our 
fellow beings. And it is this feeling tliat 
prompts us to be more gmierous than we 
intend to be. Moreso, if there is a 
‘genuine’ reason to offer alms. This is just 
where emotional blackmailing comes ia 

On a dream-quiet aftemooa there is a 
knock on your door. Callers; two womeni 
One, apleasantly dressed, pretty, young 
lady. The other, by all a^iearances, a 
maxL It is the maid who does the talkfag. 
^ ^ been working as a part-timer in 
^.lady's how^ vdien the young lady’s 


BEGGARS, 


husband was suddenly taken iU (with 
tuberculosis) and lost his job. The young 
couple had no earning now to pay the 
rnemcal bills, let alone their house rent. 
With nowhere to fso, ttey had come to five 
in their faithful maid's slum dwelfing. 

Wfale the nnaid speaks, the pre^ lady 
seems to be dying of shame behind her 
saree pallav. You give them a generous 
amount. The ‘maid’accepts it with profuse 
thanks ami the lady gives you an apologeti- 
callv grateful look, appealing enoug|i to 
melt even the hardest of hearts. TTiey 
walk down the steps, away from your Bfe. 
You pause by the door for a moment, with 
perhaps a prayer in your heart for the 
young man’s recovery. Just then, breaking 


They come in all shapes 
and s^s. They us^o^ 
jnodi/s ope/a/icfc The^ 
are no beggars, they 
claim. And wu would be 


getaway witii it 
Sotoi Sen describes 
some examples you could 
look out for 


in on your thou^ts, the staircase echoes 
with the sound of gleeful laughter. 

Unbelievable though it may sound, this 
is. not the figment of a fertile imagination. 
Begging, as we said, is big business. And 
just as any big business has some sort of 
an organisation luni^ it, begging, too, is 
most often an organised racket. To trace it 
to the source may even prove dangerous. 
Deal with it in a positive way, you nught 
say. Strike at tt^ root of the evfi. Why do 
people beg? Because they are poor, ^y 
don t they woric? Because they are illiter¬ 
ate. Come on, let’s do something. Let’s 
make them literate. 

Wait a second. Did we hear you q>t for 
a literacy drive? You would not offer aims 
to a beggar. But you wcoihl readdy help a 
student wdw did not have mcmey to toy 
textbooks, wouldn’t-you? 

Wdcome abo^d m ^andel local train. 


On any busy weekday, just as you jostle 
with the daily passengers and their attache 
cases and edge towards the nearest vacant 
seat, there will be a boy, waiting. You 
settle down with a sense of victory and the 
boy approaches you. He is the student you 
have b^n looking for. He has just passed 
his fourth standard examination and does 
not have the money to pay for his fifth 
standard books. He will show you all his 
fourth standard textbooks. Ask him to re¬ 
cite a poem fitim one of them, he will, 
flawlessly. Ask him how much is eight 





times 13, he will know the answer. 

Pleased with the test, you give him the 
sum he needs for books, or at least half of 
it And whde you he^i lead him to the altar 
of knowled^, you might happen to notice 
the faflew sitiing next to you. He snorts 
and looks away. No, he is not being heart¬ 
less. It’s just the boy you pve money 
to is anotter ‘regular’. He will forever be 
in fourth standard. Forever (or at least till 
he looks too old for the role) be the poor, 
meritorious student Only, since you are 
not a drily passenger, you will never get 
the chance to expose hto. And, fortunate¬ 
ly for most sudi frauds, nobody usu^y 
cares jeqquji^ to lake that much of pains. 







A nd so, beggars exist. About two lakhs 
of them in West Bengal akme, by an 
old statistical report of 1985 and 10 lakhs 
all over India. Changing their tactics to suit 
the times, to suit their needs. Come to 
think of it, most beggars are excellent 
actors. One could run an entire film insti¬ 
tute with them. 

An instance. Driving down the execu¬ 
tive infested Park Street, would anyone 
imagine that the young woman in rags 
begging for the starved child in her arms is 
not re^y its mother—bears no relation to 


tor, had a son studying in Loudon. Vag¬ 
rant, who? 

The gentleman beggar is part of a veiy 
special breed. Dangerous, because you 
don't know them for what they are until 
much later. One such usually accosts vehi¬ 
cles at the crossroads near the Pc^e 
Training School With a tin marked with 
the familiar red cross. There is also a line 
printed on the tin that tells you you have 
just paid towards the welfare of motor 
accident victims. The man has been at the 
same place for at least four years now, 
occasionally replaced by a woman accom¬ 
plice. Over the years he has also grown a 
prosperous little paunch. One wonders if 
the Red Cross r^y employs such men. 
And, of course, Calcutta's accident rate is 
apparently pre^ high to keep him con¬ 
stantly on the job! 


can ever be expressed in a 1.5-inch ad. 
Answering the advertisement, a gentle¬ 
man visit^ them one aitemorm. He was 
from Asansol Had an eligible youiiger 
brother who would be just the ri^t 
bridegroom, handsome, young, an en¬ 
gineer by profession. 

The gentleman got on famously with the 
Dasgupta family and conversatirm flowed. 
Just by the way, he also owned three 
cinema halls in Asansol. After the mar¬ 
riage, the Dasguptas simply had to visit 
their niece, and all the cinema halls, too. 

When everything under the sun had 
been discussed, the gentleman left to 
catdi the train home. But returned after a 
few minutes, without his composure, look¬ 
ing absolutely flurried. Had he left his 
purse here? The whole drawing room was 



it but for a partnership in the duping busi¬ 
ness? Such children, as well as such 
mothers, are for hire. And at the end of 
the ^y, all the coins given towards their 
welfare would land up in the dark dens that 
breed beggars—teed them for their eight 
hour day’s work. 

Not that there aren't vagrant homes. 
There are, But then, who is a vagrant? 
One who leads a wandering life? 

The Shyambazar-Barrackpore bus 
halted at the Tobin Road stop. The con¬ 
ductor needed to change a 1^ 100 imte. 
He jumped down, approached an old beg- 

S u with a tin tumbler in his hand. Got his 
s 100 note changed and jumped back. 
That beggar, d you believed the conduc- 


There was a time when beggars 
straightaway asked for alms. And you had 
a choice. You could help with cash or kind. 
Then you started to have doubts about 
tteir need for begging—it seemed the 
easiest way to earn a living. And they 
started to think up devious means—to fool 
you into pying more than the alms you 
would rather not give. That was the &st 
overiapping of fields of expertise. Of beg¬ 
gars burning conmen. You began to turn 
away from them on the streets. They 
bean to get into your home. 

Mrs arid Mr Dasgupta of Calcutta had 
advertised in the matrimonial column for 
their niece. The usual; wanted a 
bridegroom wanting a lot more than 


searched, fruitlessly Fhe man flopped 
down on the sofa. He had had Rs 500 in 
the purse that must have been lifted. How 
was he to go home? 

Mrs Dasgupta called her husband aside 
and said that they ought to offer Rs 20 to 
hek) the man out. After all, he was almost 
a relative. But how could you offer him 
only Rs 20 when he owned three cinema 
halls'and went about with Rs 500 in his 
«)cket? The problem was resolved with a 
fe 100 note and the gentleman went away 
a (vomise. To come back with Ms 
brother in a week for the final wedding 
arrangements. 

That was the last they ever saw of 




I n the narrow confines of the Burdwan 
Jail, he created excitement. Burning 
eyes, curly hair and the abstracted air 
of a fanatical poet He was there for mur¬ 
der, politics and for love, though murder 
was what was common to all three. Outsi¬ 
de, all over the country, they whispered 
that he was a Naxallte and that his family 
boasted his trademark was a single stab 
wound under the left shoulder blade. 

While jailed for politics, he had simply 
faded out of the iron bars to kill a man 
who had dared marry his girlfriend. And 
despite that murdar, too, his girlfriend 
md his parents were in the prison begg¬ 
ing that he be let out on bail. 

The force was agog and adamant to a 
man that he should nut be let out. The 
only dissenting voice was that of one 
woman. “I suppose women look at these 
things differently, even though they are 
part of the police force.' 1 knew his crimi¬ 
nal record, but I couldn’t reconcile him 
with it. He’d murdered this girl’s husband 
but that didn’t stop her from coming and 
begging for him to be let out on bail. 
Tliere had to be something more to him 
than met the eye..." 

Despite TV programmes and Hindi 
films, policewomen are rare commodi¬ 
ties. One glimpses them in blue bordered 
white saris directing traffic in DaJhousie 
areas with only their blue blouses to dis¬ 
tinguish them from Moth«- Teresa’s 
sisters. The khaki pants and belted tunics 
are reserved for special hands-on action 
situations, along with the baton and the 
revolver TV and film heroines, however, 
have the option to sport them whenever 
they like, unless they are planning to slip 
into the even mon* exciting plainclothes 
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mode, in which case the sky is the limit as 
far as dress goes and the stoiy stretches 
into something on the lines of Dimple 
Kapadia’s Zak/i/nee Aural. 

To become a policewoman one applies, 
mundanely, to an advertisement in the 
newspapers. A graduation is required foi 
most posts, though non-graduates, too, 
can apply for certain positions. 

An examination of general knowledge 
follows. The papers are screened and 
then the District Authorities select the 
final candidates. A six month intensive 
training pro^amme follows, held at the 
Police Ti-aining School and at Lalbazar. 
The course covers the Penal Code and 
the intricacies of criminal law. In fact, an 
interest in criminology is an abiding asset 
to a would-be policewoman. 


There are physical exercise classes for 
which recruits are equipped with salwar 
kameezes, and which cover some of the 
basic martial arts like judo, along with 
exercises like rope climbing and wall 
scaling. And there are classes in mark¬ 
smanship, where months are spent in lear¬ 
ning to shoot on target and loading and re¬ 
loading revolvers and learning how many 
bullets go into how many rounds of fire. 
These arts are then tested i n a comprehen¬ 
sive examination which covers both the 
practical and the theoretic side of the mat¬ 
ter. The results are screened and post¬ 
ings are assigned. 

Not all the postings need necessarily 
be for Calcutta. Courses and examina¬ 
tions are held on a need-based schedule. 
Sometimes forthe whole state and someti- 



So you want to be a 
^licewoipan? 
Anl^Basu finds out 


what it takes to be one 



mes just for the main city. And while the 
courses are just for new recruits, the exa¬ 
minations recur at every stage of a police 
woman’s career. 

In Calcutta, a policewoman can rise to 
the heights of Assistant Commissioner if 
she passes her examinations and satisfies 
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may well bo out of Calcutta to somewhere 
like Burdwan. The women recruits arc 
provided with quarters, which they share 
on a house rent .dlowance 


Life in the districts can be both slower 
and faster than life in Calcutta. 'Ihere are 
general t/ianaduties to learn, like the writ¬ 
ing of diaries. Everything that happens in 
a district thana, or in any thana, for that 
matter, from a ftt'ak storm that struck last 
night at 11..SO pm, to a chicken falling 
down a well, to a drunk singing a certain 
song as he sways on his way home, is sup¬ 
posed to be recorded in the pages of a 
thana diary, so that nothing happens 
within the jurisdiction of that thana, whe¬ 
ther in the districts or in Calcutta, without 
the police being aware of it. ‘'llie police 
know about everything that happens, 
even though, occasionally, the public 
thinks that they don't." 

In Burdwan then* are a series of lea¬ 
ther bound log books dating back to 
1785, with cases and happenings 
documented in painfully careful calligra¬ 
phy. “Bui then there were (ewer people to 
deal with and life was less complicated. 
Every little kotwali had its clerk and its 
kotwaJ...now it just isn’t possible to mn a 
thana that way. The modus operand! has 
totally changed...” 

You learn to note down the happe¬ 
nings, keeping a practised eye' on the 
ones that seem to fall into a paltern, seem 
to lead up to something, llierc ;ire regu¬ 
lar visits to the Court, pt'ople are charged 
or released on bail, ca.sps are heard, priso¬ 
ners are marched back and forth from jail 


ing when information comes in, with 
detiilings of duty and the plotting out of 
the exact circumstances of entry. 

And then there are cases of a totally dif¬ 
ferent nature, like the art of dealing with 
runaways. 'Hie film Bobby trigger^ oB 
moiT elopements than Romeo and Juliet 
All at on<'e. the country was full of teena¬ 
ge girls passionately eloping with their 
barely out of teens boyfriends, leaving 
fathers and families to tramp angrily to 
their local thanas to file cases, complain¬ 
ing that their daughters had been kidnap¬ 
ped and ruined by dissolute young men 
they hardly knew. 

"The whole thing was obviously done," 
said one policewoman, "with an eye to 
making sure that nothing spoilt the repu¬ 
tations of lhes<; girls before tliey got mar¬ 
ried. Tile result was that a lot of girls were 
getting away scot free while the boys end¬ 
ed up in jail..and in most of these cases, 
the boy and girl had been going around 
for months before the thing h^pened, so 
it obviously had nothing to do with entrap 
nient at all. However, the Indian Penal 
Code is very strict on such matters-proba- 
bly the one time it is ia favour of women..." 

Being a policewoman is certainly no 
job for the squeamish or the soft hearted. 
There are far too many things to deal with 
for anyom with any softness to survive, 
even though the pilicewoman can be as 
gentle as she likes outside the precincts 
of her duties. Directing the traffic and log¬ 
ging the happenings in the thana are pro¬ 
bably the least complicated things she 
can do. 

If she can survive the one and a half 


OFTHELAW 


the screening panel that she has the right 
combination of experience and know¬ 
ledge and administrative capabilities. On 
the Stale fumt, a woman can become an 
Inspector or a DSP before her career com¬ 
es to a halt. West Bengal currently boasts 
one woman Inspector, though no one 
here has yet reached the peaks of a Kiran 
Bedi. 

“It’s difficult for a woman. There are 
things like age bars..and other things..! 
basically believe women are not cut out to 
be police officers or whatever it is...” So 
said the daughter of a police officer who 
had been inspired by her father’s exam¬ 
ple into joining the force and who had left 
it after barely two years. 

For the new recruit who qualifies to 
become a policewoman, the first posting 


to court. There are trips to the District 
Enforcement Branch and the District 
Intelligence Branch. 

I n the districts there are regular patrols, 
with a sharj) eye out for smuggling. Ope¬ 
ning bags and bundles, stopping suspici¬ 
ous lorries or lonely bullock carts late at 
night. "At that time the movement of rice 
on the State borders was strictly controll¬ 
ed because there was a lot of illegal traf¬ 
ficking between the Slates. There were 
also a lot of raids on houses because that 
was the time MISA had been enforced. As 
a result, you met a lot of politicians at odd 
hours of the night..." 

A policewoman has to be taugh t how to 
raid a house. Raid meeting apparently 
takes place a night or so before, depend- 


year of her training and her probation 
then she has a rigorous career in front of 
her, with exams before every stage of pro¬ 
gress. And she has her age and her sex as 
weakening factors when she comes into 
competition with the men. And around 
every comer lurk all the other problems 
that dog a woman in pursuit of any other 
career without even having to get into the 
immediately job related problems of how 
to interrogate a difficult prisoner or deal 
with violence when it confronts you. Not 
even being the daughter of a policeman 
can prepare you for that, because police 
officers off duty are very different from 
police officers on duty. "The policeman's 
lot," said a song, "is not a happy one." Not 
one has yet said anything on the lot of a 
policewoman. ■ 
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C ome spring, those fleet¬ 
ing moments when new 
leaves are born, a 
creeping fear begins to haunt 
the Calcuttan’s mind. Can 
monsoon be bar behind? One 
or'two untimely showers are 
followed by sunshine again. 
The ordeal is still some 
months away, he tells himself. 
The feeling is akin to the fear 
of the ultimate end which mor¬ 
tals in prime of youth scoff at, 
or the philosophy of a diehard 
smoker who ignores the statu¬ 
tory warning. Shakespeare 
advises, "Will come when it 
will come.” 

Volumes have been written, 
discussed and visually depicted 
ab(Mt the pitiable condition of 
Calcutta roads over the years. 
Much water has flowed down 
tte Ganga in the meantime. 
Perhaps a near equivalent 
quantity of cusecs of water has 
also flowed alongside down the 
waterlogged thoroughfare of 
the dty. TTie Calcuttan no lon¬ 
ger cares for the routine 
assurances of road repairs that 
are repeated every year— 
once before the monsoon, 
once before the Pujas and once 
by the yearend. The scenario 
is familiar. The malady, 
however, persists, nay 
tlvives. 

They say, if you throw a 
coin to the sea, you are 
promptly paid back in your 
own coin. Likewise, the ingre¬ 
dients of a few patches 
mended on Calcutta roads, be¬ 
fore monsoon, come back to 
the tax-payers—chips, bitu¬ 
men, khoa, et al, after only a 
few showers. 

People hailing from other 
parts of the country where 
aspteltic pavement provides 
smooth sailing for the commu¬ 
ters, the vehicle damage factor 
being negligible, however, 
need not necessarily shed co¬ 
pious tears for the people of 
Calcutta, who trudge along 
deathtraps branded as ‘Uday 
Shankar Avenue’ by local en¬ 
gineers, which the vehicles 
negotiate in simulated Tanda- 
"a Ntitya’ foshion during the 
[^s. In fact, the exercise 
Poii^the years has elevated 
(Uis to a glorified and 
thf, infi.st>fus, shoulders 

intereSinP"'^*®^ ^ 
toawould-l^ Calcuttans 


' 'Tr.r.7^, „ s,' tr. 

ROADW 

ORTHT 

were being denied the basic 
amenities of the dty life, a new 
term, “the spirit of Calcutta”, 
cTMt into circulation. 

'Thus, nowadays, the more 
the waterlogging, the worse 
the roads, the higher reads the 
barometer, measuring the un¬ 
dying spirit of Calcuttans—a 
fact endorsed by foreigners 
vriio invariably feature in cou- 

office hours. The Calcutta 
Tramways Company and the 
Calcutta State Transport Cor¬ 
poration withdraw their ser¬ 
vices the moment it starts 
pouring, leaving pedestrians to 
do the long arch ^mDalhousie 
to Ballygunge, Salt Lake or 
Jadavpur, over varying dis¬ 
tances not less than eight to 10 
kms. So if you want to spend 


Every Calcuttan who goes up and 


down the dty is certainly that! 


pies in English dailies during 
the rains. While wading 
through waist-deep water they 
are infected, among other 
things, by tMs spirit which is 
so heady that it lingers even 
vriien they are back to Los 
Angeles or London—a kind of 
nostalgia that brings them back 
to the city again. A point to be 
noted down by the tourism au¬ 
thority in the year of Interna¬ 
tional Tourism. 

The state of roads also pro¬ 
vides some indirect benefits to 
officegoers during the mon¬ 
soon. In Calcutta, it invariably 
pours heavily just after the 


your time once a while in a bar 
or in some cosy nook with 
company of your liking and not 
necessanly approved by your 
spouse, you may do so and 
limp back home at 11, avoiding 
routine teaching of your kid in 
subjects like mathematics and 
En^h. Nobody will doubt the 
alibi that you could not board 
the (xily available Noah’s arc 
from Howrah, floating some¬ 
where near Rqj Bhavan. In 
fact, your split second delay in 
boaraing anything that flrats 
may cost you a good Rs 25 to 
Rs 30 and four hours of time. 
Your return may not be as ex¬ 



citing as Robinson Crusoe’s. 
But if you recount the ways 
aid means you may become a 
family hero overnight 
'The unmatched feeling of 
home-coming experienced ev- 
^ evening is a monsoon spe¬ 
cial, thanks to the dty roads as 
they are. As regards your af¬ 
ter-office whereabouts, rest 
assured they cannot be veri¬ 
fied as telephc'ne cables are 
mostly laid below the roads 
under water and are under¬ 
standably out of order for thei 
entire rainy season. Your daim 
of being delayed in office in- 
orc^tely after office hours 
also goes unchallenged. 

The voyeurs, stalking the dty 
roads during the monsoon 
months, have a gala time wit¬ 
nessing saris lift^ to alarming 
heights, baring lissome legs 
that could make Marlene Diet- 
rich envious. The rain- 
drenched female forms in sari, 
kurta and jeans could pose a 
threat to ffindi film heroines. 
The sight of a brand new 
marooned Maruti or Contessa 
in tlw waterway entitles you to 
fla^ a vicarious grin while you 
m^ yourself be floating past, 
slkfing up and down the pole of 
a minibus—a feeling which 
could perhaps be shared by the 
monkey, too, had Ik been suit- 
al^ informed while you toiled 
v^y to fold out the time of 
his ascent along tlie greased 
pole in your school days. Or 
ixobably it will embolden you 
to face your wife with a re¬ 
newed foffc against buying a 
car for riding on Calcutta 
roads. Gulf or no Gulf. The 
money could be safely in¬ 
vested to earn 80 CCA relief. 
For the benefit of the average 
Calcuttan venturing the dty 
roads in the monsoon, the 
president of Indian Roads Con¬ 
gress in his published message 
m leading d^s, set a target 
for construction of ideal road 
network in the country, con¬ 
necting all villages by the year, 
hold your breath, 2001! TiU 
sudi time let the inhabitants of 
the 300-year-old villages of 
Sutanuti, Govindpur and Kol- 
kata keep trudging along the 
shish, splash and plonk of the 
Charnock dty roads, enhanc¬ 
ing its undying spirit. 

Soumitra SiBba 



Rabindranath Tagore’s ideal 
of education found expression 
in the ‘Poet’s School’, built in a 
secluded spot, two miles from 
Bolpur railway station in West 
B6n{^’s Birbhum district The 
place was named Santiniketan 
(abode of peace) by the Poet’s 
father, Maharshi Devendra- 
nath Tagore. The Poet’s idea 
of estabUshing a centre of 
learning “where the whole 
world would meet in a compre¬ 
hensive communion of cultiw” 
led to the founding of the Visva 
Bharati on December 22,1921 
at Santiniketan. 

In 1919 when Tagore re¬ 
turned from his Assam trip im¬ 
mediately after the Pujas, he 
did not stay at his familiar 
house, Denali. Instead, he 


moved to Uttarayan, a hut 
with thatched roof built spe¬ 
cially for Tagore according to 
his wishes on the northern 
complex of the ashram. Here, 
students and teachers would 
assemble every evening when 
the Poet would often narrate 
various literary works, like 
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, 
Edward Carpenter’s Towards 
Detmcracy, poems of Brown¬ 
ing and translations of 
Japanese poons. Ilie transla¬ 
tions of Ladng’s Nathan the 
IWse and excerpts from Per¬ 
sonality (a collection of lec- 
turesin Ae ¥S) would also 
figure in the. discussions. 

Tod^, Dfrarayan is not the 
same litde hut; fr is now ice 
any other house of brick, ce¬ 


ment and concrete. In fact, 
Uttarayan is the collective 
name for m interesting group 
of buildings that were used by 
Tagore at some time or the 
oto during his days at Santi¬ 
niketan. A portion of the main 
building in this group is known 
as the ^bindra Bhavana which 
houses the unique collection of 
the Poet’s published works, 
his painting, manuscripts ol 
his writings and other material 
related to his life and works. 

Rabindra Bhavana is actually 
the creation of Tagore’s son, 
Rathindrandth, who was 
assisted by Surendranath Kar. 
Subsequently, Rathindranath 
donated the Bhavana to Visva 
Bharati 

























r-jilRIES 

yA March 21-Apm 20 

The main trends of 
_the «veek are excel¬ 
lent job prospects, loans, funds, 
journey, trading and brokerage. 
You will fuse business and joy 
superbly. Finance is what the 
w^ gives stress on. This and 
the next week favour travel and 

M speaking the travel bug 
B you. Do not worry about 
your hewh and It will not worry 
you. 

AURUS 

I AprK 21 -Mty 20 
A Romance, marriage. 

_ alliances at all levels, 

collaborations and trips consti¬ 
tute' the week. Romance In¬ 
volves passion and protection. In 
finance, collaborations, loans, 
mortgage and security come 
your way. Nothing in excess 
should be the guiding principle. 

^ EMINI 

■ May 21--JUIW 20 

^ Hard work, recogni- 
- tlon and a bit of play¬ 
acting are the week's main 
trends. Health safeguards are 
necessary. Finance promises 
perks and possibility of a promo¬ 
tion Is likely. Romance will be a 
wicket full of runs Finish pend¬ 
ing chores this week. Expenses, 
buying, selling and a home away 
from home are foretold. 

ANCER 

■ . June 21—July 20 

Children, childbirth, 
- work pressures, con¬ 
tacts, good luck, creativity, hinc- 
Hons, ceremonies, hobbies and 
happy events constitute the 
week. Romance will be In happy 
and handsome measures. 
Money Is your birthright and you 
shall nave it in a fortnight. You 
will be on the road to recovery, 
so why fret ancj fume? Visitors 
will descend upon you and you 
will feel wanted. 


■ . Jury 21—August 21 

The domestic scene 

- may undergo a sea 

change and differences are like¬ 
ly. You will have to strike a ba¬ 
lance betwen work and love. 
Children will give satisfaction. 
Home, proper^ and business 
will be InteriinkM. 

-IRGO 

August 22—Sepi 22 

Happy entertaining 
—wid living with gusto 
and jj^f ty an foretold this 
weeiTydu Will not neglect your 



duty and therefore you wiil be 
happy. In romance, you will siz¬ 
zle and scintillate and that's 
saying something! The week 

e ses not only a fast buck but 
prospects on a long-range 
basis are bright. Travel and cor¬ 
respondence will make an ideal 
team. You will certainty over¬ 
come health problems. 

n IBRA 

• Sept 22—Oct 22 
^ The focus this week 
- will be on buying, sell¬ 
ing, trading, negotiating, invest¬ 
ing, loans, travel and ties. Ro- 


BIRTHDAYS 


Jun *9 

Moon trine Uranua: lUaniega, 
lasting friendship, business oon- 
nectiona and success are prom¬ 
ised. Travel clans will be llnai- 
Ised. 

ilum 10 

TMs eextile refers to opporbinl- 
tiea (or artists, scientists, aorlcui- 
turtslB. chemists and moM cer¬ 
tainly the common man. Lobk 
fCKiwrd to protnotion and happj- 
nesa. It woufd be best to be slfl^ 
liilt idtf htiihble (or that w)H 
"WmUmwm wMOn Or Otii Wfn" 
li.' 


UoofiMte Oitum; The enid re- 
atut w yonr endeavours <nd 
' miwnpl s t!dl.:be plwM^ ehtt' 

'IsalrugMFibrtMn. InfM and 
pensotw-iMillBra; tdms Wk< 
Cultivate ftfbhcK but afeo 
Isprn to rely upon yot^. 

Moon aoplunotion MoSBury: Yani 
Silt be Mde to vneas w e aWh , 


mance will be exciting. Health 
may pose slight hassles, but you 
can glide over ttiem. The home 
and family will involve renova¬ 
tion, entertainment and decora¬ 
tion to keep you busy and happy. 

CORPIO 

Ocl23-Nov22 

The highlights of the 

-J week are romance 

and marriage or secret ties. You 
will accomplish much. Both per¬ 
sonal and professional affairs re¬ 
ceive a rocket boost. The singing 
bird is definitely coming to sit on 

..... I 71 —. . !■ " ■ 

.,aSi^ly m buslnalt or prOfas- 
Loans and fiBKlt still be 
toraUabia. You-Hfe still pick 
up. 

•**^^^*^ 

, Mogn opppMton Uianus: Your 

- suoHfibdb|Mndf 4 ti»nthe«ftort 
yM.'Pd'bi and'perststonee stiti-' 
damm'IMisNMrdfd. Many of 
sito stiR be iMRIses and 
nr«dhinge«( 40 bnery,ahouae , 

, moving eve new )ib. Love wRi 
ftndwmgs. 

«hmti4 < 

Neoer atiow djblpMirftnenie, 
iw Ra nch eti e. aMt moode to fst . 
ltMttM»r flfmu, P)utosMbMp , 

,. .piiionw s?i sppsotp osnesoisi. 

' Ito «hfeiM, Bead goaib 


liiTeil ibdaibs ee.Moon ?»■ 
ibetift tie ffllnd Md Jupliar to 
moMy stM 


evdto'toyiau 

-gw 


wilMeMWSBItoVsawtMtotion.. 


your bough. This week promises 

X rtuntty and ttie next 55 days 
how happy results. Exp^ 
visitors to drop in and get your 
travel kit ready, too. Heatthwlse, 
you will be fit and fine. The home 
and family may involve a visit 
from the stork. 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23—D«C 20 

Journey, religious 

- rites, ceremonies, 

collaborations, travel and heavy 
expenses constitute the week. 
Contacts, correspondence and 
love have a definite connection. 
Outlets in sales, commission and 
brokerage, and collaborations 
and knowhow are foretold. Work 
and pleasure may require you to 
travel. 

^ APRiCORN 

. Dac 21—Jan 19 

^ The highlight of this 

- week IS help and love 

from known and unknown quar¬ 
ters. Good news elevates you. 
Finalise travel plans and catch 
up on correspondence and con¬ 
tacts. Romance will be fervent 
and fantastic, in finance, antici¬ 
pate transactions, settlements, 
bans, new enterprise and better 
prospects in job or profession. 
Get set to travel. You will be 
tiding high and health will not 
come in the way. 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Feb 18 

** Romance and the 

- power game, new 

assignments and law suits, and 
tangles and entertainment are all 
foretold in a grand paradox. Wait 
a week at the most tor lions to 
roar in your blood. Finance 
promises promotion, opportuni¬ 
ties, new outlets, perks and a 
change of scenery. This is the 
right time to move, act, contact 
and correspond. Vexations could 
tell upon your health unless you 
learn to rest, play, meditate and 
pray. 

P ' ISCES 

Ftb 1»-March 20 
Loans, funds, capital 

I- raising, friendships, 

entertainment, time to ask tor 
favours and hectic socialising 
make up the week. You will do 
well in financial matters. In ro¬ 
mance, you experience tender 
love to a torrid affair. Except for 
untoward happenings, lapses 
and a(»idents, all should go 
splendidly. The domestic scene 
involves buying, selling, refur¬ 
bishing, sho^ng and entertain¬ 
ing. 













K othing mis as touching as the last 
fvewell to R^iv Gandhi by Sonia 
and their children, Rahul and 
ka, at the Sangam in Allahabad. 
Drjiissed in pure white, Kabul immersed 
the ashes, the last of his father’s remains, 
horn a boat with his mother and sister 
sitting beside him. Twenty-year-old 
Rahul, who had been a picture of stoic 
calm ever since his return from Harvard 
after his father’s assassination, broke 
down in public for the first time. He then 
put his n^d in his mother’s lap while an 
equally gnef-stricken but more composed 
younger sister Priyanka rested hers on 
Sonia\ shoulder. As the three Gandhis in 
the boat were locked in anguish, it seemed 
that a new kind of isolation had descended 
on the fomiiy. 

When Rajiv Gandhi was alive, their 
WIP status and the consequent security 
to ward off the ever-present threat to their 
Kves had vutually kept them in a ring. The 
hunily was now small with the loss of 
Rj^,but seemed to have grown closer and 
more private in their unhappy hour. Ex¬ 
cept for one brief mcanent when Sonia 
could not keep her tears in check whmi 
her husbaml’s coffin was brought out from 
the special Indian Air Force plane from 
Madras at the Palam airport, and the flow 
of tears fr'om Rahul’s eyes now, the family 
had not shown its tears even to relatives 
and dose friends. “There was no hysteria, 
no crying: even before us. only a numbing 
sense of loss felt by Semia and her two 
childrai,’’ says Gautam Kaul, an unde of 
R^iv Gandhi. But Sonia’s dark glasses at 
Teen Murti, where R^iv's body lay in 
state, and during the funeral adjoining the 
Shakti Sthal were quiet evidence of the 
tears that must have flowed from her eyes 
when no one was around except her two 
ch^en. And wh«i she remov^ her dark 
^sses on the day after the funeral to 
receive foreign detegations who came to 
condole her at 10 Janpath, the cameras 
found her eyes swollen. 

It was R^iv Gandhi’s irnvate secTetary, 
V. George, who had communicated the 
shock^ news to Staiia a little before 11 
pm on ^y 21. Her immediate reactirm is 
not known, but relatives vAm dropped in a 
little later found Sonia in a state ^ shock 
but quite composed otherwise. Nineteen- 
year-old Priya^, the younger of the two 
children of the Gandhia, who was with her 
mother at the time, was also calm and lud 
immeckately taken charge of the situation 
in order to spare her mother any unneces¬ 
sary pressure in this crisis. Both mother 
and dauf^ter packed their little bags am^ 
were soon ready to go to Madras to braig 
bade the remains of their dear departed 
Ri^. 

The drive to the airport was in pin-dreq) 
so was the journey to Madras. 
:,^l| | i gM || ^ ’^)Kaul who accompaned them <m 


the flight, recalls, “It was one of the 
quietest ffights we had ever undertaken. 
We were all completely stunned and find¬ 
ing it very difficult to fathom that R^v was 
no more." A couple of hours later, the 
plane landed at the Madras airport and the 
family and friends who went on the flight 
were taken to the old VIP lounge, the very 
same place where Rajiv Gandhi had rested 
on arrival at Madras the same morning. 


Rajiv Gandhi leaves 
behind thre e vulnerableT 
itty, souls:" 


though gritty, 

Sonia, Rahi 


Sofa Kahui and" 
Priyanka. And lonesome 
days a re ahead SEEMA" 
files this poignant 
report 


Twenty minutes later, the body of Rajiv 
was brought there fiom the hospital after a 
post-mortem examination had been deme. 
Gautam Kaul and R.K. Dhawan transfer¬ 
red the body from the hospital coffin to a 
more stately wooden coffo provided by 
the Tainii Nadu government. StHiia and 
Priyanka did not express any desire to be 
left alone with the body for a wffile or to 
even see it They seemed resigned to 
Me. 

Minutes later, the body of the slain 
security guard of Rajiv Gandhi also arrived 
and both the coffins were loaded on the 
Indian Air Force plane for the return jour¬ 
ney. The chairs had been removed from 
in^ the plane and white sheets spread 
out atop a carpet for the coffins. Srniia and 
Pri^nka sat on the two sides of Rajiv’s 
co^, looking sadder than ever and abso¬ 
lutely quiet Family members took turns to 
sit wiffi them throughout the journey. 
Priyanka repeatedly hugged her father’s 
co&i on fli^t while Sonia maintained dig¬ 
nified conqxisure befittii^ the wife of a 
slain former Prime Minister. When she 
noticed that the coffin of the killed security 
guard was bare she picked up some flow- 


Amltabli Bachciuui and Gautam Kanl collect wood for the pyre 










ers from her husband's coffin and placed 
them on his coffin. 

The body arrived at the Palam airport at 
8.30 am on May 22. Very few people were 
present out»de the aiitxnt as the official 
timing for the aitival of the flis^t was 11 
am. A hush descended on the airport as 
the coffin was brought out and Srniia, for 
the first and only time, let out a sob, 
before the President, R. Venkataraman. 
He put his arm around Sonia and took her 
aside to solace her. Priyanka remained her 
mother’s biggest source of strength 
throughout the period oi initial trauma. 
She constantly kept by her mother’s side 
and held her iund to reassure her that she 
was not alone. 

While Sonia werA to the All India Insti¬ 
tute of Medical Sciences with her hus- 
lund’s body for embalming and plastic 
surgery of the once handsome face, 
Prijwika went straight to the residence to 
supervise the arrangements for receiving 
her father’s coffin in the house. She im¬ 
mediately got the large front room of their 
I»ivate quvters cl^ed and had white 
sheets spread out on the carpet. A tulsi 
plant was kept at the spot where Rajiv’s 
coffin was placed on airi^ soon after. The 
doctors had found Rajiv’s face complete 
bbwn off and there was no scope for doing 
plastic surgi^. There was no need either 
for embalming the body as the frtceless 
body could not be shown to the public for a 
hst giin^. 

Nor did the family have any last glimpse 
of the dead Ri^v GandhL The body re¬ 
mained undistuihed wr^iped in the nation- 
d tricolour. Wlule the pandits chanted 
mantas t/t home, Sonia was seen arrang¬ 
ing ^ ice around her husband’s coffirL 
She iminediately took the decision to keep 
die body in wakiitg as kulg as possible to 
enaWe not ju^ her son to return from 
UatVard fix' the last rites, but also to give 
ItaMI tb the pecupie of Amethi. her hus¬ 


band’s constituency, to reach Delhi by 
train to bid their last to their “hhaiva”. The 
funeral was therefore fixed for the 24th 
evening. 

R ahul finally arrived in Delhi on the 24th 
morning and was received by Priyanka 
whose long arms reached out to hug her 
brother in this moment of shared 

grief. Anutabh Bachehan, one of Rajiv’s 
<^sest friends, also arrived soon after 
from Ixindon. Romi Chopra and Suman 
Dubey were also with the family through¬ 
out. Together with Amitabh, wife Jaya, 
younger brother Ajitabh and nmther Teji, 
they are amongst the close circle of friends 
that the family has. 

For the Gandhis, who had always 
wanted to remain as private a family as j 
possible even after R^iv accepted public i 
office, the days to come are likely to be I 
more painful than those they have already i 
been throuf^ after the assassination. The 
ceremonies have kept them busy, but 
when the long stream of mourners at 10 
Janpth is over and their guards are down 
and life resumes its everyday course, it 
win be more difficult to cope with the loss. 
Rahul, in all likelihood, will return to Har- ’ 
vard to continue his course in government ; 
and Priyanka will stay back to complete 
her ^duation fr'om Jesus and Mary Col- ^ 
lege in Delhi. 

Gautam Kaul rules out the possibility of 
Sonia and her daughter moving out of In¬ 
dia. "This is her country now,” he says. 
“She has no plans of going anywhere, not 
even to Italy.” 

He also feels that Sonia is unlikely to 
accept the presidentship of the Congres- 
s(I) at least in the near fritioe thou^ he 
does not rule out her contesting the 
bjyelectkx) from Amethi to become a Mem¬ 
ber of Parfiameot. is definitely not 

e to sit at hesne and knit; nor is she 
to acc^ pBhtic fife in the manner 


that the press wants her to. As (rf now, 
she prefers to be a private person.” 

The ^yernment has given Sonia and 
her family the choice of continuing to five 
in 10 Janpath. The house has been some¬ 
what controversial and has seen the death 
of several inhabitants, including that of 
Sanjay Gandhi whose Youth Confess 
office was housed here. But, family fritmds 
feel, Sonia spares no thou^t for such 
things and would not want to stiift simply 
for that reason. "This is the best house 
from the point of view of security.” says 
Kaul, inspmor-general with the Central 
Industrial Security Force. 

A lot of Sonia and her children’s memor¬ 
ies must revolve around lU Janj^th. Some 
say Sonia may want to live in another 
house for precisely that reason. And that 
could well be the reason for Sonia to M'snt 
to live in 10 Janpath, with the fond memor¬ 
ies of her husband. Her decision would be 
a sure indicatkm of her state of mind in the 
days to come. 

F or a woman who was tlu: First Lady 
for nearly five years when Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi was Prime Minister, it is surprising 
how little is known about Sonia by the vast 
majority of Indians. Even the Congress¬ 
men who had been pressing her to take 
over as president of the Cunfpressd) par¬ 
ty, know very little about her. This is the 
result of a deliberate effort on the part of 
Sonia Gandhi to keep herself and ber fami¬ 
ly life as private as possible. Her revulsion 
to politics is one of the best known facts 
toout her. She had, in fact, sought an 
assurance from Rujiv befrxe they married 
that he would never join politics and had 
even threatened divcxce if he entered the 
political arena. 

Sonia met Rajiv in Cambridge where she 
was doing a language course. Rajiv first 
saw her in a Greek restaurant and was 
immediately taken tq} by her. He soon 
organised for them to meet through a 
frKnd and the decision to marry followed 
soon after. Sonia Maino came from Turin 
where her ftther was said to be running a 
successful construction business. But her 
one-time italic friends in Delhi say that 
her father ori^i^y belonged to Sicily and 
was a Mussolini'sympathiser. He flki to 
Turin after the fall of Mussolini, where he 
made hmnble begiruungs as a construetkm 
worker before becoming a successful 
businessman. 

Sonia, the second of his three daugh¬ 
ters, was always the more ambitious and 
hard-working, and supported herself at 
Cambridge by wrarking as a governess of 
sorts. Her marriage into the Gandhi family 
is a much-talked abmit Cinderella tale in 
Turin and residents of every village df that< 
region are said to claim that she belonged 
there, according to those ltdian associ¬ 
ates. 
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• CoBXmued tom page IS 
Rap and Sonia were both “fandy per¬ 
sons^ and “extrendy house-proiKr. says 
a friend who knew them before R^iv’s 


star-crossed entry into pofitks. They 
bved to parties and had a small but 
close circie of friends, whidi did not 
change very much even after he became 


THEIR FATHER’S 
CHILDREN 


^'phase who have worked in Rr^v 

JL Gandhi's house desafrie Rabid ^ 
ft iy ai to as the best bdaved children 
they have ever met They don’t cdl 
anybody by name; referral to nudis, 
chowkidars and other servants as 
"Bhaiya'’, die very word with which 
the residents of AmeAi addressed 
their frtho'. They do not caJI each 
other by name eithg, pe rfei ritigtouse 
'««iya'’and TNir instead. 

The chidren have inherited not only 
the stoic cafan that their father display¬ 
ed sdien he bst his mother, but othn 
txailsBswelL The friends and teachers 
of Priyanka, nho wfl soon he mitering 
final year at Jesus and Mary Colege, 
and Rabid, rriio spent a year at the 
Udoty boiioars dns at & Stephen’s 
Cdic^ before lepam for Harvard, de- 

■rfib ^ ftyunn 'aat tKawifeaH. 

Ntiiher td the chidren is a shovHiS 
and faodi try to be as seK-dhising as 
possftfe Riihr used to be ipnte we 
tfasthsnaeif. When someborWfaaden- 
quiredflf him at Canbcidge smetfaer he 
beseanyreh ti o n e M ptoMahatniaGan- 
dU, he sinp^ said he did not, without 
as much as even haring that he was 
the rdarion of the fisnous Ndvu. fa 
Jeans nad Mny CoBege, teachers re- 
maikdafttheyoftencQmeacrosschi- 
dcen who bve showing off dieir foreign 
con n ectio n s. Sunposeapartictihrbook 
was not avaBane in India; mmy stu- 
denta mold come forward to get it 
franafamd, but P t jmta was never 
Ae one to do so. She is a regular 
student aid if ever she ndsaes a oms, 
her teidien say. she quiddy makes ig> 
foritandcatdies upi^ the others. 

Sana had <xm sad in an interview 
Alt Pciyaika was interested in pofi- 
lies, hatory and the arts. A newsaam 
who was csBed to tqieak at Ae Jeans 
and May College in the oiiitrovecsial 
Maidal report when the students’ 
Sgitarian was tt its peak in Defln hat 
yea, lotind Priyanka anengstAeandtr 

Rap* too,, had twicu 'idnaned ha 
JIauner's inierest in pfMtks fa his fa* 
|||rvaw(i; Ae.fasttimetoSimiGfewai. 

and ej flat k'was too early 
ilBalllHHBAer/ftiv'aflicS‘ would cad up 


hat' 


but was dissuaded by her faAer's 
friend, Anutfaih Badirfiim. who told 
her that she should first cnmidete her 
studfas. 

Rahtd, on te oth er hand, does not 
have any fadination towards poGtics. 
He is, h^vo', don^ a course fa gov- 
enmentat the Harvard Universky. He 
was sent tbae as it was felt that Aere 
would be a security ride for hfai to 
study fa a co-educi D MMd institution in 
DeDu. & Stephm's was also cona- 
deced‘imsafe’as k is fa the norA Delfai 
campus that witnesses frequent strikes 
and other troiddes. Rafaulisberievedto 
be doing qinte mUi at Harvard and 
Rqp Ind eqxessed great satiafretian 
to his fifands about k. 

Ifafaul’s dassmatos at the SefAen’s 
ittcaB that he was never oonsideted w 

wewAyr tiwrunw he StwajS k ■ 
ponk to be part of Ae dass. Never a 
bachbeneber, he was somewhere in 
Ae middle of hfa dass of 80 , boA fa 
merit and skf^ anangemeik. fa a 
jwarwImAe history chiinfiaedparti- 
cudarfy bsifiy, he scored 51 per cent, 
nam^ nadng k to a aeoond dhri- 
skxL He was frienBy wiA everybody 
and took an iwid fatmeat fa sport His 
main faterefa was fa diooting ev«its 

tod secured Itoa^^rion toAepre- 
ati^KNU DdU coBege lor whldi his 
BMes did not make ton qualify. That 
nto become quke oontrovera is l and 
more ao his seoarky dwik wtoh be 
wasveryeidtoin8sed.His8miiorsre- 
cal tint be was very cooperative when 
tiny ragged him cn the first dqr fa 
OQiege, rear^agtedng to dance, sing 
and do any number of ttorgs they 
ashed of lam, 

Thouto Rahtd is said to be quke 
apolitical he does take a lot of akereat 
fa fatenutional alEura and dpsely frd- 
faws events fa fadfa. When Qeo^ 
Femndes of the Janata Dd wMs hr 
vked to Harvard to defieer « political 
iigct»n& Rdad was not oiahr ptment fa 
ttoauokmce^ he later'(pne forward ta’.> 
codgrafaftto the vetecan pofakfaii on 
'hfaefakifaC'itqwedL F)entaodtoii*.vfavrii. 
ouuld. hardly he aimfiar^to tot ofaa i 
ifaAta’a,, but tfak„dld aut ihker die. 

'vouna iad Inom leachiHr ml <<n the 


Prime Minister. Whenever Rajiv was m 
Ddhi, he woidd (hive down his dukben to 
tile junkn hfadem School in New Delhi 
where they b^an thdr studies. 

pxMigh life changed very much after 
Rsfar Gandhi entered politics and, moreso, 
a^ his mother’s assassination m 1984, 
when he became Prime Minister, he con¬ 
tinued to exhibit the same devotkai to 
family and home, thou^ he had much less 
time to spare fw it He always kep his 
home very separate from his o£5ce and 
evra at 10 Janpath, which was Rigiv’s last 
home, the family quarters and office ex¬ 
isted almost in water-tipit annpartnients. 
Nobo^, except dose f^y friends, found 
entry into their home. Many Congressmen 
went tlwre for the first time only after 
Rsmv’s assassination. 

Doing up their fionie was a passion wiA 
the coi^. Sana woidd consult tor hus¬ 
band on the way she set up the house, and 
judging from 10 Janpath, the emphasis was 
on comfort It was not ornate, but artisti¬ 
cally done up. Sonia has a good collection 
ot British paintings on India and some of 
ttom are {Hit 19 on the walls of their 
home. Art is one interest Sonia has in 
common wkh her estranged sister-in-law, 
Msueka. Sonia ha^ in frirt, done a course 
in restoration of oil [laintings at the Delhi 
Museum under its former director, L. Si- 
hare. The latter lemembers her as a dedi¬ 
cated, painstaking student who never mis¬ 
sed a (^s and gave a lot of imfiortance to 
quality and detid. 

torn], she tojk a constant check on hte 
w^L A journalist who was served gulab 
jantum at his house remembers how to 
ate one and then seemed to want another. 
Bton the iamudist {Xilitely offered him 
the plate, R^ looked at Sonia for ho' 
consent 

Sonia and Rqiv were also deeply in¬ 
terested in western dassical music, but 
Rajiv had started tumfag more and more 
to Indian dassical as ptotical fife kept him 
busy. So ifid Sonia. AcetKding to Gautam 
Kai^ their house used to to filled wkh 
hxfian dassical music, which Sonia had 
ais» begun to appred^ after die mas¬ 
tered its nuances. A little befrue he lost 
the elections in 1989, Rajiv had told a 
friend who asked what he would if to lost 
the elections. ’That would be peace for 
me,” to had said. 'T shall just sit and listen 
to music wiA the children." 

Their friends describe R^iv nnd Sonia 
as a warm and graceful couple. Sana nev¬ 
er ms to any binch without carrying a 
smu gift for her hosts. "That is very 
much in keepara. wkh her Meditarrmiean 
culture,” says Gautam KauL He feels her. 
background hefaed her very mudi fa en- 
deanhg herself to tile famBy as there are 
many dared customs Ifetweai tiwfr od- 
tureandlmfiannuituFe. Theieisaetiong 


imaetrong 




*He counteracted any r^iimand 
with a bewitching smile’ 


W hen I think d[ R«pv, it is not the 
Prime Ministar's imsge niuch 
comes to my fnmd but that of s lovdy. 
sensftive boy with most benitibi eyes. 
That is how I remember faun irtien 40 
years ^ be joined Eissbetfa Gsaba’s 
eq>erimental school where I was 
teaching since the PartitkaL Rajiv was 
a ve^ and shy boy. He was not 
spedaly nterested n the usoal sbdes 
and counteracted any re prin an d wkh a 
bewitching snde wl^ was to 
dissolve any firmness. He eqjoyed 
drawing and would often draw aero¬ 
planes. 

I left the school and begm to woric 
far GamBiL The boys (Rahul and 
Sairay) left for Defaraidun, first to 
WeBim and then to the Doon SdwoL 
Memories of file nrime Minister's 
home come to my mind. Raj^andS^ 
jay at the (fining tride Bstei^ intenfiy 
to the gnn&fiier eiqihirang in great 
detail to their questions. They hudifled 
in the bed with their mother, listening 
to stories. The floor cd fiieir room 
spread with mechano parts and. they 
and their father engaged far hours in 
constructing different obje^. This 
periuqn led to their interest in mecha¬ 
nical and technical aspects. 


ByUshaBhagat 

The siqr, introvert Rqjiv started to 
opoi im a ittle and make friends in the 
OooQ &faooL By the time he retianed 
from Qigland, be was a vmy hand¬ 
some, young man, less shy, more ar¬ 
ticulate and with the same charming 
snde. 

He joined the Ddhi Flyii« Chib. I 
thni^ as a hobby, tmtil he raentiooed 
one day that he wnhed to become u 
commercial ^ot, Chdte shocked, 1 told 
fakn that flymg is very rh^. He re- 
pKed, smffing, that crosalQg a roadis as 
ri^ 

The scene shifts to hii marrim in 
1968 n fiw i«ar prden of Us maQier's 
residence. The civi marriage cere¬ 
mony was skaple agu^ a back¬ 
drop. Rajiv and Soma, in love far some 
time, made a very handsome cotqile. 

Ifa^, file pibh las spse time 
is acthAies whicfa interested hrai in 
music, idMtography, ham radio and 
get^ update on various technical 
subjects. He grew into a meticulous, 
o^^sed person, taking everything 
vrim precision and efficiracy—be it m 
the house or at work. He expected the 


same from others and found it difficult 
to reooncfie to those not coming up to 
the standard. 

So(» a lovaig couple grew into a 
btsiy, and the house of Mrs Gandhi, 
far farm a kmdy person, was filed with 
joyand warmfiL 

This was rut to last for long. Soon 
events be^ to overtake the^ Pbfi- 
tkai turmi^ Sanjay*s air aaah and 
then the tn^ assasainatkn of Mrs 
Gandhi Rajiv was suddenly pitdi- 
foriced into prune naustership. The 
period saw maiqr tg» and downs, gb- 
tious moments as wsfi as (fisnud ones. 
Now, vdien he seemed to be enlarging 
from the fire towards ajiew hope, the 
curiam findly rings down in a most 
shocking and brutal manner. 

When I think of Rajiv—the shy, 
young boy 1 knew years ago—I be^ 
to wonder and question nqiieff. Shoirid 
he have not continued his earher 
leisurely fife surrounded by fruidly, 
friends and interests? ShooU he haw 

E involved in file roiqd> and tumble, 
coarseness (ff the politics that 
ttfres ks tol on the Me and person? 
The queriion is meanh^fass. Imcan 
duB^ destiny? 


riaimvA ^nit amongst those from the 
MediteiTuiean culture and Sonia transfer¬ 
red that feding to her family and relations 
once file came into our fan^,” he says. 

Y oung Congressmen, vdio met Rajiv 
frequently, found it remarkable how 
Soda would dutifully stand behind her hus¬ 
band wkhcMt speaidng a wind. “U Rajiv 
kept stam^ kx hoi^ even though we 
could have the same discussion sitting cm 
the (hairs in the room, she would also 
kei^ staixling beUnd h^ and would not 
evoi utter a word to suggest that we sit 
down." 

Such was her avouion to politics that 
nobo^ could persuade her to speak at the 
public fun(^ions that Rajiv Gandhi 
attended. Her first pubfic utt^mice was 
made at the Indian National Congress 
meeting in Bombay where, in response to 
proton^ shouts from the audiaice and 
ooai^ by her husband, she stood vp to 
sayjust two words: ‘!|ai Hind." 

^ frir aB her hatred frr politics she 
ahrays conpfigned for her husband in 


Amethl Along with Arun Singh’s wife, 
^^ma, who was once her close chum, she 
would begin her day at six and aid it at 
nine, meeting people and discussing local 
problems like health care, water and 
schoding. After the 1984 elections, she 
withdrew herself from Aroefiii for two kmg 
years. 

Most people feel Sonia is ve^ ap(ditical 
and b^ve all talk about her j(Hning pofi- 
tics is nonsense. But, there are many 
others vdm do not rule it out totally. Even 
vdde Sonia had refused to see Congress 
leaders afta her husband's funeral, file 
came out to meet the delegation from 
Ametla, they say. The debate may con- 
tkme for some time, but one thing is sure. 
Thefandy, vriiich(xicehfiedpofitics, willy 
i^ seemed to be getting involved in p(di- 
tics when tragedy strikes. This was evi¬ 
dent from the manner that Ripv was cam- 
paignng. He had a direct, peiwuialised 
approach raid be even tofit Rahul and 
Pny:^ separately to some of the putfic 
meetings. 

Even Sonia seemed to be very much at 


ease while canqiaigning in Amethi this 
time. Though she had come to be de¬ 
scribed as very wooden and awkward after 
her husband became Prime Minister, in 
Ametla this time fiie seemed very relaxed 
andher snde seemed to emanate ft'orn the 
heart Sonia, ha friends say, always pee- 
fared rural bidia. The bureaucrats who 
waked with Rqjiv love to narrate how 
Scona once called the Prime, Minista's 
docta to come and see a gM who seemed 
to have an eye infection in a village in 
Oiissi. On leaving the hut they asked the 
name the Bttleg^ As it turnip out she 
too was called Sonia. 

During the campaign Tor this ejection, 
S(xua made bold to a(ldress ha first public 
meeting in Rae Bareilly. And she (fid it all 
akme, R^v Gandhi was not with ha. She 
anieaied to the peoffe in fluent even if 
slig^ accented Hnvfi, to vote for the 
Conoid). 

wnetba ha new-found intaest in pofi- 
tics was just an extension of ha de(fication 
far ha blisband or deepa wo shdl know 
shortly. ■ 







• Kan Chukaaa Ibi: Roxy 
(Cl»»nn#ee Pboe; 2M13B>—4 
ibaws. 

A fihn by Vintal Kimar, (taring 
Govhida, Juhi Chawla, Shakti 
Kap^ and Kader Khan. The 
ninic is by Rajesh Roahan. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


I f! ndI 1 ' in s 


• M Matime: Opera (Lenin 
Sana; nWS)—A shows. 

Suqay Dutt. Sonam, Chunkey 
Rnday, ShApS Slaiodkar and Kad¬ 
er Khiin compnae the mam cast of 
this film, directed by Ajay 
Kashyap. The music is by Laim 


a Cbamaia ia Lon> 

te: Paradise (Bentincfc Street; 


2ima)-l2, 3,6,9. 

Recordiivs of a musical prog 
mime on stage at Wembley, star 
rng Amdabb Bachchan, Sridevi, 
Aanir IQian, Salman Khan, Anu 


pam Kher, Neelam and others. 



Road; 241383), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 244^), 
Moonh^ (T.C. Dntta Streep 
254956), Pi s m a s tee (Rpia Ra Kia- 
aen Street; 554033), P^Qtash- 
behari Anawe; 464440), MaiOai- 
ban (Regent Ftrt). AlocfahayaCBe- 


M 


Mukheijee Road; 474567)—3 
shorn. 

Directed Iv Bareah Chattajee 
and widi iDueic by Sw^an Chai^ 
bei^, the dnef attiactians of this 
flm are T^ns Pud, Inton Hai¬ 
der, Sbeeh Mgiumder, Sufahendu 
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Khejrul DastMar, Soumitra Chatterjee, Ulpal Dutt and Master Rintu in Ath O Ansliad 




• Rarhaan: Orwnt (Bentinck 
Street; 281917). Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 242266) 
Krishna (T.C. Dutta Street 
250437), Mitra (Bkto Sarani; 
551133), Bina (Bidhan Sarmii; 
311522), Jagat (Adiatya Pr^ 
Chandra Road; 365106), Baauaree 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 484808), 




. Menaka(Sacat(3Btteijee Avenue; 
410417), lUanda (R^ Pnk). 

SaniDntl, StoaniOian, Kahir 
Bedi, Rohin HattaaRnk, Guhhan 
Grover and Ayeaha Itto are the 
ptindpal attiactions hi thit fihn, 
dhecti^ by Deepak Bbhqr. The 
nnaic is by Aaand Mhod. 

• IM DiTK Eto (SJL Bnajfie 


Masn Road; 355059). 


adde ^off, M^uri Dixit, 
Javed Jaftey and Laxmikant Berde 
comprise the main cast of this film, 
directed by Panho Ghush. The 
music is iv Raam Laxmsn. 

• (turbauil Rang Layegl: Jynti 
(Lnin Sarani; 241132)^ shows. 

A Sra by Rai Sppy> staning 
Dutt, Poonam tHdkm, Pad- 
ilhq^ and Shakti K^xior. 
The music is by Laxmikant 
PyseiaL 


KfnL:;i!i Filin'- 


• Seder Meyc Joann: Rupboni 
(Biiflian Sarani; 553413), Aruna 
(Mdiatma GaajBx Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
474686)-l, 4. 7. 

Oae nf the biggest hits in recent 
toes, tins Bnajhdeah productoi 
stars Chitmtieet and A^ Ghonh. 
Others oo-ataniv are Saifuddin, 
Dldar, Naar IQgn, Ahbaa. Soma, 
tonaka, Subhendu, Araamafii 
and BidbuL The Bdib dareded by 
Mdiyu: Rchman Pinu and the 
anHCithyAfaaiyier. 

• NMllauye Nccl: Pnichi 
(Adarya Jagadhii Chaoto Bate 
Roaik 27DSZ}. Danant (Baton 
Sanni: 551KM0L P^ (&P. 


Chatteijee, Anamika Saha and 
Master Rito 


e Path 0 Praahad: Minar 


(Bidhan Sarsni; 552753), Bpob 
(S.P. Mukheijee Row); 753462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 3S2740)-3 shows. 

ATanmMigunidarfilm, starring 
Utpal Dutt, Suxfliya Roy, Soumit- 
ra Chattaajee, Anup Kumar, Ayan 
Banerjee, Kheyali Dastidar, 
Bflihas (Sidirdiorty, AlokaGwigu- 
jy, Rama Guhattociiita, Kal^ 
Monibd, Dip Roy, Aran Baneqee, 
Satya Bandopadhyay and Mrater 
Rintu.TheiniiaicisbyV. Bahsa. 


n AMhHor KhUjnd: KaaM Bh- 



tfae main cast oongxiaes Ariadna 
Ganguly, tadmi Haider, KaG 
Banojee, Ketald Dutti and Dnhl 
Lahiri. 

• GhaUdc BUnye: Star (79(3/4 
BiAinSinm; 33S369)~lhin. at 
6>30 pm; Stf. ft Sun. at 3 to B' 
ftSOpn. 

j/eit, Tiutt MpBi- 
























der, Rabi Ghost* and Soumitra 
Chatieope. who hat. also directed 
the plav and composed its music. 

• Ghatak Late; Sujata Sadan 
(Hazra Road)~Thur.s & Sat. at 
6 pm Sun at '1 pm & 6 30 pm 

Gi'orjtc Ilaker Sipia Mitra Ka 
lyan Chaltence and Arpita Chakra 
torts art the (hiel attiaitiDiit ol 
this paly, directed by Submiol Kov 

• Jioan Sangini: Runkinahal (7h 
IB Bidhan Sarani lJ71Hh) 
TTiurs & Sal at 6 30 pm, Sun al 
3 pm & 6 30 pm 

Daected by Jnanesh Mukhcoee 
who also stars along with Lily 
Chakrabortv. Arun Banerjee, 
Utpal Rov, Kaushik Banerjee. San 
ghamitra Banerjee and Chinmoy 
Roy 

• Ki Bibhrat: Rangana (15dy2A 
Achaiva Pratulla Chandra Road. 
.S^lb) Inuis at b 10 pm Sat 
& Sun at 3 pm & b .10 pm 


A comedy, ^tairing Anup 
Kumar, Raje'.hwaii Roy 
Choudhury, Abhisek Chatferjee, 
Ajit Baiittjee Gita Dey, Nimu 
Bhowmick, DIuman Chal^ahortv, 
Aloka Ganeuly and Ratna Ghosal 
Ihiection Ganesh Mukhc-rjee 

• Nati Binodini: Bijon Theatre 
(5A Raja Raj Kisscn Street 
HS41d)—Thais al b 30 jim, tiat 
& Sun at 3 pm Ac h K) pin 

Oirectc'd by Bma Dasgupta who 
also Stars in the title lole, ^ne cast 
imludts Ashim K'lmai Anitesh 
Bhattachaiya, I'ljal Sengupta, 
Kaben Biswas and otheis 

• Prem Parinati; Piatap Man 
(lia (Acharya Pratulla Chandia 
Hoad npp Kajalia/ai tram de 
jxit) -Ihurs Al Sat at b to pm 
Sun at .t pm A. b to pm 

IJuectc*d by larun Kuiiiai the 
cast includes K Debraj M.inju 
Bhatlaiharva Ashim Mukhtijee 


Meena Dey Paitha Bancijee .md 
Rita hoyial 

• Saheb: (in tiena (b R<ija Kaj 
Kissen Street t) Ihurs at 
6 30 pm; Sat & Sun at t pm & 
b 30 pm 

Iapas Paul sta's m tht Otic loh 
Also CO starting .iie Suhhendu 
Chatlecjei, Arciniika S.iha Siinip 
Mitra BaniKuinai Maninlhakia 
botty. Bulbul Choudliuiy Chan 
diani Haider and Soy.inial Mukhc i 
)c*e, who also directs 


H .Spcei;il Kveiits I 


9 June; 6.30 pm 

Mahiia Sainitv s annual cultural 
festival features ‘sinskno VJ—e 
ptogramme of music, dance and 
drama 

At Aban Mahal (Cl.l Dhakuna 
budge appioach) 

9-15 June; 3 pm 8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings by the 


students of (rour .Mallar m the 
New G dlery' 

9 June onwards; 3 pm - 8 pm 

Jayanta Khan will hold his paint 
mgs exhibition m the West Gatlery 
till June 16 

10 June onwards: 3 pm • 8 pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint 
mgs by the students of ChiliarpiU 
m the South (lalleiy 

11 June onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 
The 2Pth annual exhibition by 

the members of the Academy’s 
StudK) (junior group) will be held in 
the Central Galleiy till June 17 
14 June onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 
A week-long exhibition of paml 
mgs by Nilatpal Smha m the North 
Gallery 

• A week-long exhibition of sculp¬ 
tures by Ranajit Kumar Routh in 
the New South Gallery 
At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284302) 


Plain's 


NOTE; All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the 

days, 1 being Monday. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-Naw 
Vork: Dep (2) AI-101 at 0230 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo. Arr (5) AI-306 at 1915, 
Dap (5) A;-306 at 2020 
rokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay; Arr (6) Al-30g at 1910 
Dep (6) AI-309 at 2025 
London-Delhl-Catcutta: Arr (7) 
Al-132/1328at 1230 
‘ Moacow-Sbarlah-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-537 at 1525 
‘ Calcutta-Sbariah-Moscow. 
Dep (4) SU-53eat 1725 
' Moacow-Taahkant-Ktrachl- 
Calcutta-Hanoi: Arr (2) SU-541 
at 0640, Dep (2) SU-S41at0750 
‘ Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
raahkant-Moacow: A'r (2) SU- 
542 at 1615, Dep (2) SU-542 at 
1815 

Amman-Calcutta: Arr (4) RJ-184 
at 0645 

Calcutta-Amman Dep (5) RJ- 
185 at 0530 

Bucharaat-Abu Dhabi- 
Dalcutta-Bangkok: Arr (1) RO 
)63 at 1045, Dep (1) RO'OeS at 
1200 

e Bangkok-Calcutla-Abu Dhabb 
lucharaat: Arr ( 1 ) RO-064 at 
1945; Oop (1) R0-064at2100 
Caleutta-Singapore: Dep ( 2 j 
30-416 at 1130 and Dep (4) SQ- 
120 at 1310 

SIngapora-Calcutta: Arr (2) SQ- 
116 at 1025 and Arr (4) SQ-420at 
1210 

Mculta-Bangkok; Dep (2,4, 7) 
C-731 at 0900, Dep (1,3,6) TG- 
>14 at 1355 

kingkok-Caleutta: Arr (2, 4, 7) 

C-732 at 1500, Arr (1. 3, 6) 7Q- 
M3 at 1240 

^IcuHa-Kathmandu; Dep (2 4 


6 7) IC-747 at 1600, Dep (1 5) 
RA-214 at 1455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: An (2 4, 
6, 7) IC-748 at 1930 Arr (1 5) 
RA-213 at 1355 

Catculta-Dhaka. Dep (1, 3, 5,6) 
10-723 at 1340, Dep (1. 2. 3, 4, 5, 
6) BQ-092 at 1305, Dep (7) BG- 
096 at 1820, Dep (5.6) BG-096 at 
1935, Dep (1, 2, 3, 4) BG-098 at 
2020 

Dhaka-Calcutte: Air (1, 3, 5, 6) 
IC-724 at 1600, Arr (1, 2. 3. 4. 5. 
6) BG-091 at 1225, Arr (7) BG- 
095 m 1710. Arr (5, 6) BG-09S at 
1855, Arr (1, 2. 3. 4) BG-097 at 
1940 

Calcutta-Chtttagong: Dep (2, 5) 
BG-698 at 0905 

Chitlagong-Calcutta: Arr (2, 5) 
BQ-697 at 0825 

Calcutla-Paro: Dep (2) KB-106 
at 0900, Arr (2) KB 105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay- Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0230 

Dalhl-Calcutta; Arr (1) AI-1328 
at 1230 

Indian Airlinas MnMHi 

Caicutta-Dalhl: Dep (daily) 1C 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1205 and IC- 

264 8122% 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep (daily) 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000 
Arr (daily) IC-274 at 1900 and IC- 
175 at 0800 

Caleulta-Madrae; Dep (i, 2 3,4, 
5, 7) IC-76S at 1700, Dep (6) 
IC-265 at 1700, Arr (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
7) IC-766 at 2210 Arr (6) IC-266 
812205 

Calcutia-Bangalora; Dep (1,2,4, 


Printed here is the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
Is, however, subject to change. Passengers are advised 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 262415, 262548, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. 


6 7) IC-7/1 at 0620 Arr (1 2 4 
6, 7) IC-772 at 1200 
Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Dalhi Dep (daily) IC- 
410 at 0615 

Delhi-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta. Arr (daily) IC-409 al 
1546 

Caleutta-Guwahatl Dep (daily) 
IC-229 at 1340 Dep (1 3 5 6) 
IC-729 at 0730. Arr (daily) IC-230 

Ex-Servicanwn'a Coach Ser- 
vlca (Airtliwa House to Cal¬ 
cutta Airport): Departures 
from Airlines House at 4 30 am, 
530 am, 715 am. 930 am 
11 30 am 2 15 pm 3 15 pm 
and 5 45 pm Departures from 
Calcutta Airport depends upon 
the emvai of the flights 

at 1630 Arr (1 3, 5, 6) IC-730 at 
1030 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (daily) 
IC-741 at 0835 and IC-743 at 1330, 
Arr (daily) IC-742 at 1055 and 1C 
744 at 1550 

Calculta-Poit Blair. Dep (2.4 6) 
IC-285 at 0530, Arr (2. 4, 6) IC- 
286 at 1000 

Calcutta-Poft Blair-Car Nicobar: 
Dep (1) lC-287 at 0530 Arr (1) 
IC-2BB at 1220 

Calcutta-Tazpur-Jorhat- 
Calcutta: Dep (2, 4) lC-213 at 
1130, Dep 6, 7) IC-213 at 
0600, Arr (2. 4) IC-213 at 1525, 
Arr (3,5,7) IC-213 at 0955 


Caleutta-Bagdogia; Dep (1) IC- 
221 at 1300, Dep (2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 
IC-221 at 1100 Arr (1) IC-222 at 
1520, Arr (2 3 4 6, 6, 7) lC-222 
at 1320 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh; Dep (2,3,4 
5 6 7) IC-201 at 1400, Arr (2 3, 
4 5,6,7) IC-202at 1730 
Caleutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily) IC-2%at06l0,Arr (daily) 
IC-256 at 1050 

Calcutta-Imphal-Olmapur- 
Calcutta: Dep (1 3, 5 71 10257 
at 1130, Arr (1 3.5,7) IC-257at 
1510 

Calcutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur- 
Hyderabad; Dep (3 5 6) 1C 269 
at 1650 Arr (3 5 6) IC-270 at 
2040 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar: Dep (1 
2, 4, 7) 10269 at 1650 Arr (1, 2 
4, 7) 10270 an910 
Mcutta-Hyderabml; (3ep (1 2 
4,7) IC-2^al 1720, Arr (1. 2 4 
7) IC-27eat2210 
Calcutta-Vlshakapatnam- 
Madraa:Dep (1,2,4,6) IC-542at 
1000 

Madras-Vishakapatnam- 

CalcuttB:Arr (1.2.4 6) fC-541 at 
0915 


Vayudoot BMlMMMMMMi 

Calcutta-Agartala-Kallathahar: 

Dep (2.4) PF-729at0710 Arr (2. 
4) PF-730at1120 
Catoutla-Shlllong-Agartala- 
Calcutta; Dep (1,3 5. 6) PF-701 
at 0710, Dep (7) PF-701 at 1210 


• No tfsBc nghls on Catcutte-Shapaf'-Caicutts end Celouttt-Karechl-Tasliliefii-CelpuUs. + No Irafte no«s on CotcuHo-BonglioIcColcutlo and Caleulto-Abu Dtiabl-Calcutia 






Arr, (1. 3, 5, 6) PF-702 at t120, 
Arr. <7); PF.702 at 1620. 

Calcutti'Agartala-Sllchar: Dep. 
(7): PF^729A at r- - - 

TSOAal 1140. 


10710: Arr. (7): PF- 


Caleutta-Jamat^pur: Deg. (1,2, 


3,4,5,^^; PF-717 at 0630 


Jep. (2, 

4. 6). PP-717A at 1330; Arr. (1, 2. 

3. 4. 5, 6): PF-718 at 0825, Arr. (2, 

4, 6): PF-718A at 1525. 


Calcutta-AMrtala-Alzawl: Dep. 
(2.4.6, 7); PF-705 at 0865; Arr. (2. 
4. 6. 7); PF-706 at 1300. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Alaawl- 

CalOJlta: Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-705A 


at 1250; Arr (1, 3, 5); PF-706A s 
1635. 

Calcutta-Coodi Bahar: Dep. (1 

3,5): PF-707 at 0855; Arr. (1.3. 5; 

PF-708at 1150. 


Deperture EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

TInw 

Howrah 

TInw 

Dn 


2311 

194X) 

Dalhl-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

Up 

3005 

19-20 

Amritsar Mall 

8-06 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

6003 

2381 

9-15 

AlhCcnd. (New OaMiQ Ex¬ 

18-00 

2362 

8002 



preaa via Qma-Varanasl 

Dep—Tuaa. Thura 6 Sat. 



2860 





8034 



Arr-Wad. Fri. 6 Sun. 



6030 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 

16-00 

2304 

2841 



press via Patna 

Dep-Mon. Wad. Fri. 6 Sun. 



2611 



Arr—Mon. Tuaa. Thurs. 6 Sat 



2301 

16-00 

Ra|dhanl Express 5 days a 
weak 

11-30 

2302 

8013 



Dap—Mon. Tuaa. Thurs. Fri. 6 



8011 



Sun. 



BOOS 



An—Tuas. Wad. Thurs. Sat 6 



8015 



Sun. 



8007 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 

11-10 

2374 

8409 



press Tri-Wkly 





Dap—Tuaa. Fri. 6 Sat. 

Arr—Tuas. Wed. 6 Sat. 



2821 

2647 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Oorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 

8079 



MSSS 

bap—Mon. 6 Thurs. 



6045 



Arr—Thurs. 6 Mon. 



8017 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

Chord 

7-20 

3010 


3007 

9-45 

Udayan Mha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Main Lina 

18-15 

3006 

2602 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 


3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Una 

6-10 

3012 

_ 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Expreaa via 

Main Una 

5-30 

3040 



3019 

3021 

2557 

5659 

3317 

3029 

3035 

3031 

3025 


3015 

2159 


1171 

3327 

5049 


3143 

3153 


16-00 

22-00 

6-00 

17-35 

6-10 

17-15 

16-20 

21-00 

2300 


3071 22-05 


9-55 

15-25 


15-25 

15-25 

22-25 


194X) 

21-40 


Uicknow Ejipraaa 
MIthlla eaprasa 
Kanohenjunga Expreaa 
Kamrup (Quwahall) Eiqweea 
Black Diamond Expraaa 
CoatneM Eapraaa 
Aaanaoi Eapraaa 
Danapur Expreaa 
North BHiar Expraea 
Dep—Wadneaday 
Arr— Friday 

Jamaipur Tri-eifcly Expreos 
Dep—lues. Thura. 5 Sat 
Arr—Mon. Thura. 5 SM. 
Santinikeian Expreaa 
Chambal (Qwallor) Tri- 
waekly Supaiiaat Erg***** 
Dap—Thura. Sat. 6 Sun. 
Arr—Tuea. Wad. & Thura. 
Shipra (Indorei Expreaa 
Dep—^Tuaa. & Wad. 

Arr—Sat. 6 Sun. 

Shakt^iit (Chopan) Ex- 


11-55 

5- 00 

20- 50 

6- 30 

21- 25 

10- 30 
6-45 
6-35 

11 - 10 


3020 

3022 

2556 

5660 

3318 

3030 

3036 

3032 

3026 


600 3072 


15-40 

7-30 


7-30 

7-30 


3016 

2160 


1172 


3151% 11-20 
3133'I ^0-45 


Dep 6 An^—Mon. & Fri. 
Qorakhpur Exp re aa 
Dap 6 Arr-Sunday 

Oarjeating Mall 
Qour Expreaa 
Jamimj-Ta«rl Exmeea 
Mughal Saral Expreaa 
SBQ Loop 
Bhaghralhl (Lalgola) Expreaa 
Chhapra Exprm TrI awakly 
D^ i Arr^^ad. Fri. & Sun. 


10-40 5050 


via 


6-45 

6-15 

16-30 

12-50 

10-25 

4-30 


3144 

3154 

3152 

3134 

3104 

5186 


Daparture 


TIhm 

20-40 

19- 20 
12-35 

20 - 20 
11-30 
14-30 

22-35 


17-30 

6-10 

21-00 

21- 40 

22 - 00 
19-35 

5-55 

23-20 

11-10 

16-45 


22-35 

14-10 

14-10 

22-35 


2650 


2652 22-35 


2674 22-35 


14-10 


2610 22-35 


— 14-10 


SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 

Howrah 

Madraa Mall 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
Ottanjail (Bombay) Expreaa 
Ahmadabad Expreaa 
Bombay ExproH via Nagpur 
Coromandel (Madrea) Ex¬ 
preaa 

B angalore Expreaa 

Dap—Tuaa 
Arr—Sun. 

Tata Staal Expreaa 
lapat ExpfMa 
Sambalpur Expraea 
Ranchi Hatia Expreaa 
Purl Expreaa Via Cuttack 
Jagannath (Purl) Expreaa Via 
Naraj 

Ohaull (Bhubaneawar) Ex- 


Arrhral 


TlrupaU Expreaa 

Eaat Coaat (Hyderabad) Ex- 


Purulla Expraea 
Dap—Exca^ Saturday 
An^—Except Sunday 
Quarahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Expreaa 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
• Quwahatl Expreaa 

Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Quwahatl Weekly Expreaa 

(via VIsakhapatnam 6 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Quwahatl-Coehin Harbour 
Tarmlnua Weakly Expreaa 
(via Howrah 6 Vlaakhapaham) 
Saturday only 

Cuuhiti Harbour TOrmliaM 
Suparieal Expreaa (via 
Viaakhapatnam 6 Madraa) 
Dap—Fri. 6 Sun 
Arr—Tuaa. & Fri. 

Quwaha tl -Ba n galore CHy 
Weekly Expreaa (\4a Howrah 
6 Cuttack) 

Wadneaday only 
Bangalore CIty-Quwahatl 
WOMy Expreaa (via Howrah 
6 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patna-Cochln Harbour Tar^ 
mbtua Weakly Expreaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochin Harbour Termlnua- 
PabM weakly Expreaa (via 


TIttM 

Dn 

7-00 

6004 

8-00 

8001 

15-05 

2866 

5-05 

8033 

15-50 

8029 

11-50 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

6014 

22-30 

8012 

7-30 

8006 

6-05 

8018 

5-30 

8008 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

4-15 

8080 

14-55 

8046 

11-20 

6018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2661 


22-16 


13^ 2673 


22-15 — 


13-45 2609 


Wadneeoay only 


ENQUIRIES: FOr round the clock Information of Eaelam Railway 
tralna. pl aaaa dial 203545-64 for In-coming tralna; 203836 <4 lor . 
all other Information. FOr Information about r aaar v aMona on 
Eaalom and South Eastam Rallwaya traIrM, dial 203500 (from 3 
am to 0 pm on wookdaya and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
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EGG HUNTERS! Which parson'* path laada to tha hMdan agg 
above? See It you can choose the right path on first try. 


e FAR FLUNG' Names of lour countries found on 
different continents are scrambled here ECOMIX. 
CHAIN, GUMBILE, RENTAGAIN What countries'? 

A)9Aii;Xid&«)i PuitudRjv puG* uinthing iriiig'T 


WHIRL qHo} Kaufman 


._C M 

-P N 

_H 8S_ -T 
-K ’T__U 
._L ’ov__W 


ALPHABETIC END RUNS 

Ten examples are given above of 
words in the English language that 
begin with one letter of the alphabet 
and end with the next m alphabetic 
order. No. 1, lor example, begins 
with B and ends with C No 2 be¬ 
gins with C and ends with 0 Each 
of these examples has tour letters 
Let's see how many you can Iden- 
hly. 

P S . Some have more than one 
answer 

Aftenirards. see If you can think 
up soma similar, longer words 


HOCUS-POCUS 




'••A 01 Wl 

a ms e uonw i luan s ihx -s w 
r vno t l >"0 t mie | wiiwitiod 


• TOSS UPl Let's BM if you 
■re as clover et JusBling 
numbers as the down be> 
low. You'ro aekod to 
arrange the three numbere 
the clown has at hand to 
form a three-digit number 
divisible by seven. 

P.S.: There's ■ gimmicli 
to it. Ses if you can figure 
it out. 

No fair peeking 1 




Wi 


ie€» 

Aoqutnti gtqiStAi(>-"OU!U B S« XII iitQlunoMn 


FUNSPOT 


BITE SIGHS! How much Is that chocolate bunny in the window'* Add 
colors by number: 1—Red. 2—Lt. purple 3—Yellow 4—Ll brown 
5—Flesh tone*. 6—Lt. green. 7—Dk brown 8—Ok blue 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters m the worp below to form 
two complete words 

CALIPERS 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES'* There are at least six diHer 
ences m drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them'* Check answers with those below 

6UISCIU1 SI u«is 9 jsiieujs si asnow s Suissiui ate aim 
V fluissiu) ata sjapn^ g Siiissiui si rapai a fiuissiuj si ueo ussjj i sasuejsii'O 


THEN score 1 points each for all 
words et tour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to score at toast S9 pornls. 

dtts uidi&eup oiqissod 






























D eepaK Verma reports on 
the year s first open quiz 
The Dalhousie Institute In¬ 
vitation Quiz for the Errol 
Cowper Trophy is always of 
a high standard and this year 
was no exception It is also a 
quiz known for its upset re¬ 
sults in the prelims and again 
this year was no exception 
In the opening qualifying 
round, both seeded teams 
Vae Victis and Tetrads bit 
the dust The former never 
really got going while the lat 
ter surged too Tate and were 
a tnfle unlucky Upset quali 
tiers were Nuterackers—an 
ali-ladies team—the first of 
Its kind to qualify for an open 
quiz final and YMCA (Col 
lege Branch) who got home 
on a last question bonus 
(Descnbe the Goan dish 
mutton Xacuti Ans Mutton 
cooked in coconut gravy) 
The second preliminary 
saw Scherzo coast in so 
comfortably that they be¬ 
came immediate hot 
favountes for winning the ti 
tie The other seeded team 
Octette struck out as Sport 
swortd slipped into second 
place in the final 
The second day saw re¬ 
sults true to form First 01 B 
and Untouchables qualified 
comparatively untroubled 
then Dl ‘A and Syzygy made 
up the final eight without too 
much sweat 
The final looked a run 


roc \11th QuMtlon:VthY did the Infamous 
^ ^ duo of Rob Pllatus and Fab Morvan 

name themseivea as ‘Mllli VanHIl’? (De- 
vojyotiBhattacharlee,J.HIndltbalta 
Road, Meherpur, Silchar 788015) 

L — Ans; ‘Milir in Arabic means good luck. 

‘Vanilli’ was later |olned to rhyme with ‘mlTli’. Inciden¬ 
tally, they are also fans of Scritti Pollti. 


away battle between the two 
01 teams with 01 ‘A having a 
really field day Syzygy woke 
up late to challenge 01 B 
but )ust failed—^Ihe two home 
teams making a one-two 

A totally new look 01 A 
(Stanley David Shivaji Roy 
Vikas Khandelwal and Sunil 
Gupta) surprised even their 
staunchest supporters 

The quiz conducted by 
Neil 0 Brien provided a wide 
variety of interesting ques¬ 
tions for example How did 
the Saudi government re 
jecting the idea of female 
soldiers coming to their de¬ 
fence designate US women 
soldiers in the Gulf War'^ (As 
males with female features) 
and In the American Wild 
West what was a California 
collar'^ (A noose for hanging 
a person From its frequent 
use in California in vigilante 
dap) 

Some of the answers had 
a touch of the comic What is 


a cow pat'’ produced the 
answer ‘A method of patting 
a cow so that it moves 
along In fact, it is a cow 
dung cake 

The high-quality visuals 
ranged from the coat of the 
arms of the East India Com¬ 
pany to model Rachel 
Reuben vis The Church at 
Vellankani and footballer 
Oavid Platt 

The evergreen maestro, 
Neil 0 Bnen, conducted pro¬ 
ceedings with his usual flair 
and refreshingly fresh atti¬ 
tude to knowledge 

01 ‘A was awarded the 
AQUO T rophy for 1990, hav¬ 
ing made a clean sweep of 
all four open quizes last 
year 

Rahmat All, Calcutta 14, 
wntds 

"Where do the ‘Laddu 
token counters of Andhra 
Bank operate'’ 

‘ Right inside the Tirupathi 
(Lord Venkateshwara) tem¬ 


ple complex in south Andhra 
Pradesh As the safe of/ad- 
dus IS a large revenue ear¬ 
ner, the Tirumala Tirupathi 
Oevasthan has allowed the 
Andhra Bank to operate 
such counters Two officers 
and 25 others work in shifts 
24 hours a day and 364 days 
in a year, selling/addu 
tokens and tallying the cash 
collections Thebankmen 
man their laddu counters be¬ 
fore ‘Suprabhatam at 2 30 
am and wind up after 'ekanta 
seva, which could end a 1 
am the following day In con 
ventional banking terms, this 
seems to be a strange 
work 

Or Suptendra Nath Sar- 
badhikan Calcutta 45 re 
ports 

“BITM and Solar Energy 
Society of India jointly orga¬ 
nised an international quiz 
on solar energy at BITM to 
celebrate the International 
Sun-day I was invited to 
conduct the quiz There was 
a tie for the third spot be¬ 
tween Calcutta Boys School 
and Hartley s High School 
which went into sudden 
death where the latter broke 
through The runners up 
were La Martiniere for Boys 
However the clear wnners 
were Patha Bhavan repre 
sented by Suranian Chakra- 
borty, Somnath Basu and 
RohkoyelTarafdar ’ 


QUESTIONS 


Malaysia and its first Pnme 
Minister, fondly called 
‘Bapa’, died on December 
7,1990 What was his 
name? (Md Shahjahan 
Siddiqui, Calcutta 17) 

2) What does RIP on a 


verma, Calcutta 56) 

3) The United Nations 
have designated 1992 as 


what year? (Bi^amoy 
Sengupta, Chaibasa) 

4 ) Whi^ West Indies fast 
bowler played Rami Tro¬ 
phy ciHkef? (Omar Qhaza- 
11 . Calcutta 7) 

5) "i was a famous In¬ 


dologist I never visited In¬ 
dia rdedphered the rela¬ 
tionship between Sanskrit 
and European languages I 
thus got the origin of my 
own name m Sanskrit's 
Moksha Moola (Root of 
Freedom)" Who am I? 


6) Which tennis player sMd 
about ancMher, ‘'Evwytlme 
I see her, her shoulders 
are still sdMut three indies 
wider! I was growing too at 
her age, but enough's 
enough”? (Muraii Pamck- 
f, Calcutta 29) 

7> WNch Brtttdi royal was 
playing squash wrai Ms pri¬ 
vate secretary when his 
first cMId was bom? (An- 


lanava Datta, Cadcutta S'!) 
I) Which Nobel Prize win¬ 
ner always wears a badge 
depicting the Blad( 
Madonna, a portrait d the 
Vlrgm Mary and the Christ 
chra? (Othello Mazoom- 
daar, Boral S) 

8) ‘Long Jump' was known 
by what altogether (affe¬ 
rent name m the 1900 
Olympics and for some 
time later? (^ Mukher- 
Bhubaneswar 7) 

14) Tuito were Mdivatw} 
first in Twkey. But whM 
does the wcramearr? 
(A^ Kamal, Burdwane) 
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CONTENTS 


TIk W(!dgeof 
Hatred 

‘BiKk by Bnek' (April 7) 
was out o{ place consider¬ 
ing the buwity and sh^- 
kmiess ol die whole exer¬ 
cise Moreso, when It com¬ 
es from a person who, I 
presume, bekuim to the 
herd called the intel¬ 
ligentsia 

One IS mcimed to doubt 
the relevmice of this essay 
m the (Colour Magazine m a 


a situation where we can 
take pnde ffl our dtizen&hip 
and not m short-term pro- 
tection-reservations- 
special-status-of-states 
pohaes lor the vote baidrs, 
thus dnvmg the wedge of 
hatred deeper 
It would be a wonderful 
day for this world when 
Neeladn Bhattacharya 
could have a theological 
essay hke this published m 
any country between the 
NifeandtheKhyber May! 
request you not to publish 



Hm BJP: Loud and clear 

coiuntry which has been 
partitioned mi the same 
issue four decades ago 
Tbete lb hu denying the 
fret that India, more than 
ny otter cmitry, is cursed 
wra dds anmotily problem. 
Eaoits shoidd be made to 
Iqd a penpnoit Botabon 
ly duMViqg these mnxx^ 
ty-fltteorityf backward* 
Dtellva i«i^ and Gteaie 


such motivated essays m 
die Colour Magaane, we 
have enough of it all 
around 

{tedoraborty^ 

Keaigrusing 

Takint 

At hst the Nahonal Awards 
jury tee ^terognisad 


Bachchan's talent ('1h( 
Artiste Withm May *>) 
*Ihere is not an iota of 
doubt that his pertorraame 
in the aitistiiallv irafted 
Agneepdth was ele<tnf> 
mg His work in Maui Ar,id 
Him was also quite de 
seivjng, but he has not 
been honoured so just be 
lause Itt arts in commei 
iial fUnis and the juiv al 
W.IVS Ignored him for that 
reason 

if lomineicidl cinema 
liad been retogrased ear 
liui, then Anutabh would 
have won dozens of awards 
for ZADieet '^hula\ Aroar 
AkbAf Anthony AAkhrt‘(‘ 
fraasfa, Mam Azad Huon 
and others 
Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

n The towermg idol is ui 
fact, mametism persoiii 
fied Bull don’t dgiee that 
the national award has 
nude Anutabh a megaar 
hste He has always tar 
ned the films on his shout 
ders 

Pradeep Jain, 

Calcutta 

a Anutabh is often accused 
of being a one-man mdus 
try, but his genius is 
Ignored His recent 
attempts to shed his 
stereotyped image shows 
his commitment to good 
cmema and acceptame of 
reality 

Nilesh Bhattacharya, 

Agarpara 

■ If you can pubbsh a mvei 
story on urn Prakash 
Chautala and Chandra Swa 
nu, why couldn’t you do 
one (HI Anutabh Bazhan’ 
His wmnmg the national 
award was a good cippor- 
tunity. That really upset 
us 

Raj Kumar Sabu, 

GhataKWB) 

■ The lionour to Anutabh 
wgs long oserdue Ihis 
great actmr-stsr has lifted 
singlehattdedty so many 
mediqchS Sms to become 
b«g b^-o^ hits through 
Im towenngiieribniiances. 
pSty^ 

Cahadta 


TheTeh^rajA 

16 JUNE 1991 



The secunty au orded 
to VIPv has come m for a 
sharp kwk since the 
assassination of K^giv Candhi 
Who «re these spe^ 
protectors^ Where do they 
c ome from’ And what is their 
bneP A report 


13 


In a previous 
issue, we focus^ rni the 
giamourinpobtustoday We 
follow up with a feature' on the 
ghtter on the frmges of 
pohtics 


18 


A photofeature on 
the beauty and utility of the 
shell 
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O nce again our nationaJ leaders have 
become security conscious After 
losing R^iv Gandhi to a human 
bomb at Snperu^udur m the midst of an 
election, all those who once scoffed at his 
excessive secunty consaousness and held 
It responsible for his failure m understand¬ 
ing India and its politics are not leaving 
anyffiing to chance 

mne Munster Chandra Shekhar, who 
treated his secunty with disdaia now 
takes It with utmost seriousness All visi¬ 
tors at his residence are closely scruti¬ 
nised at the gate and then sent mside an 
official car, their own vehicles parked at 
the gate Chandra Shekhar’s two sons 
have been provided cover by the National 
Security Guards as also his brother in 
Balha When a car followed his son’s vehi¬ 
cle for an unusual length of tune, the mat¬ 
ter was muddy brought to the notice of 
the Delhi Police who Mgan uivestigations 
to establish the identity of the car-owner 
The Prune Muuster has even had to 
shelve his plan for campaignmg on a bicy¬ 
cle ui Ballia where a particularly difficult 


elecbon awaited turn 
If Chandra Shekhar is takuig his secunt) 
seriously, so too are other leaders lilce Lai 
Krishna Advani who initially refused addi 
noiul secunty m toe wake of I^iv's assas- 
suiation Even V P Suwh, vrfio disre¬ 
garded dll secunty idvice and ventured out 
in an open jeer to Amntsar soon after 
being elected Prune Muuster in 19d9, is 
now takuig all precautions Rajiv s assas- 
suidtion has suddenly jolted everybody 



In the wake of Rajiv 
Gang's assassmtion,' 
the focus has shifted to 


the security accorded to 
our VIPs, ^ema Paul 


gives it a sharp look 



l*he secunty blue-book was stnctly 
adhered to at thtir election meetuigs after 
K«yiv was assassinated Whereas the en¬ 
tire National Front presidium would 
appear on the stage at pubk meetings 
earlier, only two persons inUuduig the 
local candidate weie allowed at Smgb’s 
election rallies Ihe secunty zone was 
rigorously implemented aiound the stage 
and the public would sit at a safe’ distance 

Even the chief election comaussimier. 
T N Seshan, has aomu-ed the cover of 
the National becunty Guards They were 
also deputed to take care of a host of other 
polibcal leaders on Hie ever-growing list of 
threatened uidividuals of the Intelligence 
Bureau 

becunty is no natter for cnticism AU 
ffus a as It should always have been Mrs 
Indra Gandhi’s assassination ui October 
1984 should have awakened the nation to 
the fact that our leaders’ hves were under 
threat But m some quarters the feeluig 
always persisted that Mrs Gandhi had 
somehow paid the pnce for her own 
deeds And when K^iv Gandhi showed 









extreme sensitivity to his own and his 
family’s security, it was considered unte- 
coming of an Indian politician. Many felt 
the man reveOed in his excessive security. 

Once out of power in 1989, political 
analysts as also some of his own partymen 
held his excessive security partly re¬ 
sponsible for his failures. Rjyiv, they would 
say, had cxicooned himself and was out of 
touch with the masses. If his first reaction 
to his secunty had been somewhat exces¬ 
sive. Rajiv responded to the criticism by 

n to another extreme in this election. 

rew security advice to the winds and 
went around establishing a direct contact 
with the masses. He would ask people to 
come close to the dais and allow them to 
shake hands with him. pull his kurta, tug 
his arm, he would throw back garlands at 
them and would even eat what they 
offered. When Congressmen like K.K. 
Tewari cautioned him. he would say their 
advice had for long held him back from the 
people, but he could not continue to do so. 

If Raijiv was emng in doing so, it does 
not mean that the agencies responsible for 
his security are not to blame. Their 
responsibility for Rtyiv’s assassination is 
no less. Senkir NSG officials in Delhi admit 
tlut the politician's casual attitude towards 
his own security is no excuse for laxity on 
tlieir part. In Sriperumbudur, where Rajiv 
was blown apart by a woman who turned 
herself into a bomb by tying a belt packed 
with exclusives and pellets, crucial l^ses 
had tew committed jxy the local police. 

For one, there w^e neither metal de¬ 
tectors at the entry point to the public 
grounds for people to pass through nor any 
sniffer dogs to check for explosives. There 
was no protective ring of policemen 
around the meeting ground and, most im¬ 
portant, there was no barricading behind 
the dais from where Rajiv was to address 
the gathering. The bomb-woman was able 
to reach the path Rajiv was to take to the 
dais without having to pass metal detec¬ 
tors or dose frisking, any of which would 
have indicated that she was a security 
threat Probably the only security precau¬ 
tion taken i«,-as that a ring of policemen 
surrounded him. which is evident from the 
large number of policemen who have died 
at the spot. 

R ajiv Gandhi’s was the third major poli¬ 
tical assassination in the counti^ after 
Mahatma Gandhi and Indira Gandhi. It 
should now awaken the nation to the fact 
ttet assassinations, which Gandhiji had 
once described as a “Western institution”, 
have become a harsh truth of our political 
life. Apart from the three Ganffiiis, there 
have teen several other attempted as well 
successhil assassinations. A mysterious 
bomb planted on the stage kilied LN. 
Mishra,^„:^t Longowal was shot dead ' 


while addressing a religious congregation 
and General A.S. Vaidya was shot near 
Pune. An attempt was also made on the 
life of supercop Julio Francis Riteiro at the 
Punjab Armed Police compound, of all 
places, as also that of the former Pui^b 
chief nfinister, Darbara Singh. 

Four days before Rajiv was assassin¬ 
ate, bullets were fired at an electkm 
meeting of the former civil aviation minis- 
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different ways 


ter and Ctmgressd) nominee for Sadar 
parliamentary seat in Delhi. Jagdish Tyt- 
ier. He escaped unhurt, but one person 
was killed and several injured. Even as tlie 
Delhi Police sounded a red alert, the 
attack was repeated two days later in an 
army-type commando action at the exces¬ 
sively guarded house of Sajjan Kumar, 
another Congress(l) candidate for the Out¬ 
er Delhi parliamentary seat. (Both these 
leaders have long teen on the hit-list of 
I^jab terrorists and if nothing else, at 
least this should have prodded our security 
agencies about the need for taking Rajiv’s 
protection more seriously.) 

The minister of state for home, Subodh 
Kant Sahay, had a close shave in Ludhiana 
district of Punjab when a powerful bomb 
exploded near his car on June 7. Even at 
the time of going to press, the BJP leader 
Ay Behari V^payee had a narrow escape 
in Nawadah in Bihar. 

In such a hi^-risk political environ¬ 
ment, it is time the nation and its leaders 
re-examined the security setup meant for 
guarding their lives. A democracy cannot 
afford constant threats in the form of 
assassination of its leaders. To begin with, 
let us take a close look at the existent ; 
security setup for the Prime Minister. At 
home he is probably the most secure man 1 
M the world. A vast array of metal detec- 






tors and security agencies take care of his 
life by screening all those who meet him. 
When he steps out, tjhree rings of secur- 
itymen surround him. The first one is that 
of the elite Special Protection Group 
(SPG), the second is provided by the com¬ 
mandos of the National Security Guards 
(NSG) and the third by the local police. 

T he SPG and NSG were both created in 
the wake of Mrs Gandhi's assassina¬ 
tion and one has often been confused with 
the otter. 'The first is actually a tiny, 
specialised force meant exclusively for 
guarchifa the person of the Prime Minister 
by struong down anyme who dares, to 
p^t any weapon or attempt any attack bn 
him. 0 there is no chance for doing so, 
they are meant to shield the Prime Minis- 
, ter and take on the attack tlaiei^selves. in 
diort, they are the ‘buQfst-catchers’ for die 




Prime Minister. The Act of Parliament, 
which created the SPG for the then Prime 
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, ordained that this 
force was not to be used for any other 
public figure or \1P in the country, not 
even the President. 

While tlie SPG men are unarmed and 
always in plainclothes, the NSG personnel 
can be identified by their black dungarees 
which have led to the coining of the 
worijs Black Cats for them. The Black 
Cats are sharp-shooting commando force 
of young, under-35 men sent to the NSG 
on deputation fi'om various para-military 
and police organisations, but mostly the 
Army. They carry AK-47 rifles and pro¬ 
vide the second ring of security to the 
Prime Minister. 

The third is the local police which takes 
care of all the arrangements along the 
route and at the venue of the Prime Minis¬ 


ter’s meetings as also those of other V'lPs. 
These three rings are inextricably inter¬ 
woven with the country’s national security 
and intelligence operations. 

While, on paper, the Prime Minister’s 
security system sounds quite foolproof, 
experience has shown that actually it is not 
so. Remember the Rajghat incident where 
an assassination attempt was made on Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi in 1987 by Karamjit Singh who 
was hiding in the bushes near 

the Samadhi? There were crucial security 
lapses on the part of the local pohce which 
was not able to detect the man who> had 
been sitting there five days prior to the 
incident on October 2. and when the first 
shot was fired by the man fi'om his local 
12-bore rifle, better known as ‘Katta*, the 
security agencies mistook it for scooter 
bacIcGre. And though the SPG men formed 
a tight ring around the Prime Minister they 


did not spring into action and push the PM 
into his car and drive him off even after the 
second shot was fired and it became clear 
that it was an attack. 

Though the Prime Minister later gave 
the SPG a clean chit, it once again failed 
later that year when a Sinhalese guard 
tried to hit Rajiv with the butt of his own 
gun while he was inspecting a guard-of- 
honour in Sri Lanka. Rajiv had then saved 
his own life by ducking in a quick reflex 
action before the SPG men showed any 
reflexes. Those who have worked in the 
SPG^in its initial days of foundling say the 
standards have been falling as the training 
drills have not been upgraded with the 
passage of time. According to them, there 
has been some dilution in the standards as 
the force has grown from a core group of 
5(1 in its initial days to about 1,000 now. 
That certainly calls for examination, even 
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thouuh the NbG ha^ nut had anv opportun¬ 
ity where it has been put to test m recent 
tunes 


The SPG was not officially deputed to 
take care of Riyiv Gandhi once he lost hi& 
prune nrunistership, but V P Singh has 
said that all those SPG offiaals he had 
wished to take care of him had been quiet¬ 
ly transferred to the Delhi Pohee to be 
made available to hun It seems they had 
not escorted Raiiv to Snperumbudur but 
even if ttey had, there is no question of 
laying the blame at the doors of the SPG 
for tms particular tragedy As a senior 
Delhi Police official said the responsibility 
will solely have to be attributed to the local 
police in Tamil Nadu 
The official feels that too much stress 
has so far been laid on the elite protection 

S oups like the SPG and the NSCi and it is 
ph tune to focus on the VIP security 
wmgs of the pohee throughout the coun 
try Both at Rajghat and at Snperumbudur 
local pohee had failed in diRerent ways In 


Hot only has Prime Minister 
ISMra Shekhar made it a 
mtejira^evaryd^to 
lli»nitsi,hismhou$e25 


Pdiicemanidaim Chandra 
Wiar is wniimte visit 


nmte 

body aiftnidmas him. 
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the first case they failed to spot the poten- 
bal assassm sitting on the canopy and in 
Madras they failed to abide by the blue- 
book nonns 

“The local pohee,” says a deputy com¬ 
missioner of police who was m-chwge of 
Rgjiv’s security earber, “guards the outer 
periphery and creates a system of check¬ 
ing lorable entry, ambush and planting of 
bombs They should never become a weak 
line m the security system ” 

Gautam Haul, who at present heads the 
Central Industnal Secunty Force, also lays 
stress on this Thou^ the Delhi Police has 
become comparatively more security- 
consaous and more professional m the 
wake of Mrs Gandhis assassmabon as 
threat has mounted from Pumab terror 
ists m the country by and large there is no 
VIP secunty system worth ffie name 


S mall cells which lack both the man- ► 
power and the special weapons, are 
entrusted with the VIP secunty m state ; 

Subhijn PiJ 














capitals and the less said about the other 
towns the better. According to Kaul, 
these cells are an apology for security. 

While the Prime Minister's security 
travels with him wherever he goes, for 
other leaders and mini,sters security is the 
responsibility of the local police, like it was 
at Sriperumbudur. There is now a strong 
feeling amongst top police officials that the 
need of the hour is to make security a 
separate and specialised division of the 
police, with its own cadres and own struc¬ 
ture of salaries and promotions. 

The reasons, says a DIG in the NSG 
who was earlier in the police, is that in the 
present setup where police officials are 
interchangeable between the security 
wing and the local thana, there is a lot of 
disinterest in the first job. The thana offers 
too many attractions in the form of oppor¬ 
tunity to show off their work and worth, 
and earnings through corrupt practices. A 
separate security division of police, he 
stresses, should provide better salaries 
and promotional avenues to offset its dis¬ 
advantages. This would also go a long way 
in removing the disgrunUed feeling of the 
security policemen who feel their counter¬ 
parts in NSG and SPG get better salaries 
and facilities for a similar job. 


I n the present scenario, another disin¬ 
centive for the local policemen against 
joining the security division is the long 
duty hours, nearly all of which are spent 
standing. In Delhi, where ttier primary 
responsibility is to guard the route of the 
Prime Minister, they are a particularly 
unhappy lot as the PM is forced to travel 
frequently. But their agony has become 
more pronounced after Chandra Shekhar 
succeeded to the post. Not only has he 
made it a habit to travel everyday to 
Bhondsi, his farmhouse 25 kms outside 
Delhi, policemen claim Chandrc Shekhar is 
willing to visit anybody who invites him. 
“He is the most obliging guest and attends 
all functions, ranging from a mundane 
ceremony to a funeral. If you are a some¬ 
body or nobody knowing somebody, you 
can invite Chandra Shekhar and make us 
go through one more drill of waiting long 
hours for him to pass that way." 

There is also an urgent need to re¬ 
examine the involvement of the NSG for 
VIP security. This is not the original re¬ 
sponsibility of the elite commando force 
whose charter sets out that it will execute 
specific commando operations like the Op¬ 
eration Black Thunder at the Golden Tem¬ 
ple in 1987 or be called to deal with hijack¬ 
ers. Though only a small section of the 
elite group is at present engaged in VIP 
duty, the NSG does not feel very happy in 
this role. “It affects the training of the 
commandos who are constantly attending 
new courses to keep them fit. Besides, 



feeling in tiie NS0 rank amt 
file that VIPs misuse them 
as a status symbol. Devi Lai. 
they say. had really m need 
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VIP security demands the commandos’ ex¬ 
ercise restraint as you are often in a 
Wendly crowd which could affect their agil¬ 
ity and sharpness required by their basic 
job,” an NSG official points out. 

There is also a strong feeling in the 
NSG rank and file that VfPs misuse them 


NSG officials feel their men, the majority 
of whom come from the Army, are being 
unnecessarily exposed to civilian life. A 
former Congress(I) MP, Dharam Dasb 
Shastri, who was denied a ticket this time, 
indulged in ail kinds of abhorrent activities 
and would take his NSG officials with him 
to all kinds of places. Besides, VIPs show 
little concern for their comfort and have to 
remain by their side no matter how late 
jnto the ragjit they remain on duty whereas 
in their own organisation they never work 
beyond six to eight hours a day. 

In the final analysis, it is not just this and 
that wrong which needs to be rectified in 
our security system. What is required is a 
whole new security culture in which the 
political leaders, the newsmen, the secur¬ 
ity organisations and the public at large are 
agreed upon the need for minimum pre¬ 
caution and readily participate in this 
maintenance. One should hope that secur¬ 
ity measures being observed by political 
leaders in the wake of Rajiv's assassination 
would be observed in the times to cone 


as a status symbol. Devi Lai, they say, had and not raven up shortly, 
really no need to ask for them when he For, the potential assassin is always on 
became deputy Prime Minister, but in- the look-out for that one moment of weak- 
sisted and had his way. This apart, the ness and a solitary lapse. ■ 
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H istorically known as Ka- 
jahmahendrapuram, the 
town of Riuamnundry in 
i Pradesh was once the 
seat of the Cholas and the Pal- 
lavas. At present, a backyard 
for Telugu cinema damsels, it 
has achieved yet another dis¬ 
tinction—the temple for Mrs 
Indira Gandhi whrch has been 
built there over an acre of land 
and named Indira Tapovanam. 

It was inaugurated in 1988 
by President R. Venkataraman 
after it was conceived by local 
godman B. Ramaknga Siddhan- 
ti who had some iniQuence on 
former President Giani Zail 
Singh and the present AlCC(l) 
chief, P.V. Narasimha Rao. 
The AlADMK supremo, 
Jayalalitha, is also one of his 
patrons. “Many people tried to 
sabota^ my eftcHt to build a 
memonal to Mrs Gandhi with 
whom I had been associated 
for over 12 years," says the 
Siddhanti. 

Popularly known as Agama 
Samrat R^guni, the Siddhanti 
was a man of the world; he 


A HOLY ROW 


smoked imported cigarettes 
and consumed only foreign li¬ 
quor; he owns two cars and 
four wives. The fact came 
to light when his wives made 
this declaration in the electoral 
roils for 1980. He has also 


And now 
I^jahm^dry in 
Anfea Pradesh 
has an Indira 
Temple 


been a political high-flier since 
the days of former chief minis¬ 
ter T. Anjaiah and his stars 
soared when he got Zail Singh 
to visit Rnjahmundry and inau¬ 
gurate a Telugu poets' memo¬ 
rial in the town. 


The temple-memorial is 
built at the road junction lead¬ 
ing to Kakinada and has over¬ 
shadowed a Hanuman temple 
existing there for several 
years. The municipality of Ra- 
jahmundry gave the land free 
to the Siddhanti for the Tapo¬ 
vanam construction, thanks to 
the generosity of the Congres- 
s(I) chairman, A.C.Y. Reddy. 
The project Anally cost nearly 
Rs 15 lakh which was col¬ 
lected by the Siddhanti from all 
his disciples who included vice- 
chancellors and filnj actors. 

The Indira Tapovanam 
stands out as a unique feature 
on this coastal town known for 
its contribution to the Telugu 
Aim industp'. Such idoliiion of 
personalities, big or small, 
seems to be m the blood of this 
emotionally driven society. 
About eight kms from Ra- 



jahmundry is a village named 
Palamoor where N.T. Rama 
Rao fans throng to a particular 
temple where the face of Lord 
Krishna is a spitting image of 
NTR! 

Tlie inner walls of the dome 
of the temple carry the por¬ 
traits of Martin Luther King, 
Abraham Lincoln, Mahatma 
Gandhi and Rani Lakshmibai of 
Jhansi. The outer faces of the 
dome are made of stucco 
works to represent all the pre¬ 
dominant religions of the coun¬ 
try—the temple, the church, 
the mosque and the sarva 
dharma of the Buddhists. 

The statue of Mrs Gandhi, 
made out of bronze by well 
known sculptor of Madras M. 
Nagappa, is inst<<lied on a 
globe supported b> four lions. 
The open air-temple without 
walls has Aoors in rich black 
granite. “Indira Gandhi was 
just Ave feet, two inches taU, 
but the statue is sue feet tall,” 
says the Siddhanti. A richly 
painted, sculpted archway 
forms the entrance to the tem¬ 
ple. The emblem of Ashok 
Chakra supported by two 
swans adorns the archway. 
According to the Siddhanti, 
daily prayers were held in the 
temple for about three months 
and about 50 people were fed 
(My. Later, a paucity of funds 
aborted all programmes. 
There were plans to hold yoga 
classes there, too. 

The temple attracted 
criticism locally from various 
groups known for their atheist 
affiliations. They argued 
against the temple in memory 
of a poBtician. “When we have 
not built a memorial for even a 
local social worker and philan- 
thri^ist, l/eereshalin^im, the 
founder of Hitakarani Sama- 
jam, and also known as the 
Rjga Rammohun Roy of the 
South, why should we allow 
such a memorial for a politi¬ 
cian? But the Siddhanti says no 
one was compeUed for con¬ 
tributions and the municipality 
had donated the land to him at 
the road junction on the out¬ 
skirts of the town. “I have 
done what I felt I should do. It 
is now for the Congressfl) or 
the residents of Rjyahmundry 
to maintain the tem^ or let it 
rot,” %ys the Siddhanti. 

G.S. Riidiiakrishiia 








pi 




.'ll 
















Renowned physician and 
educationist Dr Kumud Sankar 
Ray was bom to Swamamayee 
Debi and Parbad Sankar Ray 
(Chaudhuri) in Calcutta on 
September 7,1892. His family 
haued from Teota, Man- 
ik^ge (now in Bangladesh). 
After schooling he went to 
Edinburgh University where 
he did his BSc, MA and 
MBChB, and returned to India 
in 1915. He started his medical 
practice wkh monkey-gland 
transplantation or Voronoffs 
operation, but soon specialised 
in tuberculosis which tl^ was 
a common and deadly diseaise 
as streptomycin was yet to be 


discovered. In fact, Ih- Ray 
was a pioneer m creating a 
sense of awareness of this dis¬ 
ease; hishandiwcn’k, the 
JadavourTB Hospital, is 


named after him. He also don¬ 
ated a substantial amount of 
motiOT and land for the S. B. 

Dey TB SanatcHium at Kurseong. 

Dr Ray had set up the 
National Infinnary vtdiich sub¬ 
sequently became the National 
Medk^ College. Initially it 
was housed at his ancestral re¬ 
sidence on Eiirc^ean Asylum 
Lane. Later h moved to Wei- 
8ng^ Street midaniktolla 
area and^oaDy to its present 
site in Paik Ctrcns. He also 


taught biology at R.G. Kar 
Mescal College and was a Fel¬ 
low of Calcutta University 
from 1944 to 1950. 

Dr Ray was the founder- 
secretary of the Indian Medical 
Association and was twice 
elected its president Hs also 
edited thejoarmlofthelixliaB 
MedicafAssodatkin. A mem¬ 
ber of the Medical Council of 
India, he evenbua&y became its 

K esident in 1950. Sontetime 
fore his de^ be was 
elected FSMS. Founder of the 
Bengal TB Association, he 
was also the member df Indian 
Red Cross and St John's 
Ambulance. 


As a social and political 
worker he provided free 
medicaj treatment to freedom 
filters and was made the 
chief whip of C. R. Das' Swara- 
jya Party. He was elected 
monber of the Bengal Legisla¬ 
tive Council from Fahdpur 
(now in Bangladesh) and was a 
counc^or of the Calcutta 
Munidpal Corporation. He 
'died on October 24,1950. 

The sketch above shows Dr 
Ray’s residence at 130 Sarat 
Bc^ Road in south Calcutti 
He shifted to this house from 
his ancestral residence on 
Eurcnean Asylum Lane (now 
Abw Hato Lane) in 19%. 
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i\ RIES 

^ * MarohZI ApnISO 

- This week money and 

ptoperty will vie for attention 
with tun ana fancy tiving socialis 
Ing and glamour In romance 
take a chance on life and sweet 
delights Finance promises 
buying selling investing capital 
raising and you had better fuse it 
with meriy making Health 
posers will be there only the first 
two days 

'1^ AURUS 

Add property and 
expenses to last weeks mam 
trend Once again try for a settle 
ment Stnke a balance between 
romance and finance If you are 
planning for expansion a break 
through is predicted Concentra 
te upon details and costing Flela 
tives and family members may 
need your help regarding their 
health 

EMINI 

May 21 June 20 

_ Solicit help ask for 

favours be amiable and suc¬ 
cess will be yours Get set to tra 
veltoo Finanaal jugglery IS fore¬ 
seen and the family will have its 
say Love promises tinkling bells 
and sweet delicacies but electric 
vibrancy Bargains and anti¬ 
ques could tie m with property 
showroom or office Health will be - 
ship shape Travel IS foretold { 


■ ANGER 

June 21 July^ 

_J Last weeks mam 

trends now accelerate In roman 
ce the pest painter Bulbul 
Singhs line ’Fruit trees that 
warm barren branches could 
apply to you Fmance will involve 
sales publicity marketing perks 
and promotion It is time to shed 
weight and go on a health food 
binge lumber up and come alive 
Travel is not heavily accentuated 
but could sprmg a surprise upon 
careful crabs 


* July 21 Auau»t 21 

_I Despite nasstes and 

expenses this will be a better 
week as vnitprs relatives and 
foreignait Mdl a keen interest In 
you YoiMnwialnly succeed in 
fanning <H|whs CMilside woild 
as wpH aa pinindith* searchlight 
within umoubUKlIy a rather 
unique aohlevement HeganUng 
finanoe, manufa^rers 

salesmerk agents editors tale- 
phdne operators chiefs and Inter¬ 



ior decorators will be m their ele 
ment Heatthwise the danger of 
accidents persists Travel is fore 
told and will also include con 
tacts communication and 
correspondence 


^ IRGO 

M 22 Sapi 22 

i loans secret 
affairs transfer shift and possib 
ly a major move which could 
change your life are the mam 
trends this week In romance a 
|}latonic tie Is likely It is time to 
launch a project or have ttie blue- 


BIRTHDAYS 


Jiff*# It 

MtMntNMIileMisrtiury Yourcrea- 
tkfa and communicative genius 
w8l bear axeeKent fruits and you 


wW oertarinly adhlevs much April 
IBBI. shcniiq have been a land¬ 
mark QhfUrsflfllvaioy.iomance 
ibteomei 

•liimIT 

TWa bifth year ewH h aa laaa 
pirn and aiBtMiksa to do wWt 
fta mniNd and (ha jaut d 
qMM MW rater to a mniia^ or a 
miliar You win 

toMchtodOfitih paiamta, 


print ready finalise about loans 
investments and tenders take 
overs collaborations terms Dur¬ 
ing mid week health safeguards 
are essential 

1 IBRA 

A S^23-Ocl 22 

_ Adventure a see saw 

in relationships, but never a dull 
moment children and romance 
and creativity of rare excellence 
court cases as well as partner 
ships a journey with a stop over 
research and discovery explore 
tion and excavation constitute 
the week 

If you mistakai tho yroods tor the 
tries, your prpleot wdl ihiefira fhd 
you win come to gnaf A MMf 
changes m your work erofli wi 
meviteble 

Jun «20 

Sun trines Moon Thialeatmnn* 
mg ptanatery poaHlonina If you 
don’t succeed you wW heve only 

pittotAt I i, j 




sjyi 


yotobetotoot 
t Is eudoMdl 


Moon fiwip I 
youOwtofitil 
natorltlMim 
youereMpp 

toJyob p 


1 i S f* flTi 
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CORPIO 

qct 23 N 0 V 22 , 

_Journey transfer job 

and profession are not without 
new opportunities and a wee bit 
of timely health care could save 
you a ton of trouble this week 
Wait a week for romance to be in 
full bloom Finance promises pro 
motion perks and also extra 
work load and your nerves will 
screech at the tensions and vexa 
tions If you leain to relax all will 
be well if you don t there could be 
health problems 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23 Dac ?0 ^ ^ 

__ Add loans and fman 

ce and projserty to last weeks 
mam trends and the picture will 
fill m nmely Romance will be hec 
tx: and vibrant You will certainly 
make up for lost time Finance will 
involve a carry over of new deve 
topments funds loans expan 
Sions and that too at vanous 
levels 


■ . APRICORN 

^ Dbc 21 JailS 

- This week you dare 

not neglect your home or your lo v 
ed ones therefore you must burn 
the candle at both ends Roman 
ce promises strong attachments 
sudden separations make it bitter 
sweet but doubly memorable 
Stnke a balance between the 
heart and the head and heed the 
voice of your conscience Fman 
ce will have an upward swing 
despite costs and expenses 
taxes aiiddulies 


QUARiUS 

Jan 20 Feb 18 

- Last week s mam 

trends strictly speaking holds 
true this week too In romance 
you wiH go aH out for the kill but 
with rare skill and timing In fman 
ce the scene improves Bid for a 
tender a contract or an assign 
ment A job switch is on the car 
ds Except the first two days your 
health will be tmiihlp free Accept 
invitations or rescue calls or 
chase a b usiness lead 

P ISCES 

* FsbIS March 20 

_ A sojourn acollabora 

tion buying/selling/shopping a 
sea change m outlook are the 
mam trends this week Close of 
the week will be the best for 
romance In finance despite 
expenses you do well and promt 
ses made lo you will be kept Con 
tracts and commitments am fore 
seen 

















C an ypu have clout without being in 
politics? It may sound unlScely, but 
ask those who hover on the hinges 
of politics, who are not exactly in it, but 
important enoush for people to know that 
they are the ones n^o are the power 
hoiws. Hifih profile? Influential? With an 
umbilical c(^ running into politics? You 
saidH. 

Some of thm are, in &ct, m politics, 
but this time did not enter the fray direct- 
Some of them had their husbands or 
mentors standing for elections, and they 
put their mhe behind them, campaignmg in 
li^t earnest for their ‘men’. And some 
give the permanent impression of being 
political b^gs, but the veneer is all. The 
one common frctor is that they all glow 
like soft lamps in the dark shadows of 
poktics. And may their tribe increase! 



dear that he wanted to shift to his home 
constituency of Nainital which his father 
had represented, instead of New Delhi 
from miere he was elected in a byelectkm 
in 1985. He was instead offered Amroha or 
New Delhi, and he chose not to contest 
either. In die present elections as well Im 
was denied the nomination at Nainital at 
the last minute, when tlw former chief 
minister and Union finance minister N.D. 
Tiwari filed his papers also at the last 
minute. Ha’s bre^ with the Congress(l) 
came shortly after this inddent, thouidi 
K.C. Pant remained in the Congress(I). 

Impeccably attired at all times, 11a for 
many y^s was Uie smiling, attractive 
free behind K.C. Pant i^iiie he was a 
member of the Council of muiisters. The 
self-effacing presence belund the defence 
minister, Ha never thrust herself into the 
bnelif^t, but she has always displayed a 
strong, determined personality with a will 
of her own. When the Soviet President. 
Mikhail Gorbachev visited India in 1988, 
Ua struck an inunediate rapport with Raisa 
Goihachev, as she accompanied the Soviet 
President’s wife to various functions in the 


Ha Pant: Fighting a proxy war 

Ha Pant married into one of the most 
politically influential families of Uttar 
Pradesh and soon became the favoured 
bahi4i in Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant’s 
home. Panlji was die chfef minister of 
Uttar Pradesh and later the Union home 
minister and Dtui, as she was known, ran 
his household after her marriage to K.C. 
Pant. 

Though not prsonally active on the 
pobtical front, tia was nevertheless in¬ 
volved m the thick of high level political 
activity m the Congress party. Wldch is 
why her sudden decision to sever links 
with the Congress(I) was such a shock to 
old-timers in the ppty. In the run-up to 
the election camoaign, Da Pant switched 
sides to join the BJP, much to the dismay* 
of many in the Cotwess(I). Bik, it cannot 
be dented that K.C. Pant had reason to 
feel shortchanged by the Congressfl) par¬ 
ty high command. 

In elections K.C. Pait made it 


It was in the past few years that Ua 
began to take an active interest m politics, 
taking up a more visible role, and concen¬ 
trating on developmental works in the 
Kumaoni region in the UP hills. But it was 
thought that her more active involvement 
was on behalf of her son, SuniL Many 
believed that, with or without the consent 
of K.C. Pant, lia was creating a niche for 
Sunil m political life. But iiranediately after 
joining the BJP Da Pant adopted a more 
hi^ profile role and went on a tour, 
addressing public meetings in UP. She had 
moved out of the shadow of her husband 
into the harsh political glare heiself. 

O ne of the most strifong glamour girls 
in the political circles is Kiran 
Chaudhary. To the uninitiated, she is 
the daughter-in-law of the one-time 
strongman of Haryana, Bansi Lai, bride of 
his youngest son Suiinder, a member of 
Rrip SaUia. 

But Kiran moves in the most exclusive 
CongressCD circles though pa-m-law Bansi 
Lai has left the confines of the party, 
floating his own Manch, tte Haryana Vikas 
Party. Though not exactly siztlhig in Par¬ 
liament, Kiran is well known as the Star of 
tiw Central Hall, where she is a regular 
visitor. She makes a strfldn^ attr»;tive 
amearance in the distinguidied viritors’ 
gallery of the Lok Sabha, dressed in ^ 
usual white salwar-kameez with a cofouffril 
dupatta and an extra largb btxh, quite at 
her ethidc best 

Because of her closeness to the influen¬ 
tial in the Crmgressd) party, it was uukl 
that Bansi Lai's re-emergei^ in the Con¬ 
gress patty was doe to Kiran’s cmnec- 


tiona in the ri{^ quarters. Particulariy 
when Bansi Lai became the chief minister 
of Haryana again in June 1986. Snide com¬ 
ments of this type have been particularly 
ga^ for Bansi Lai wdio finafly stopped 
goo^t to the Central HaO. 

Kiran is a lawyer and has a practice of 
sorts at the SigmenK Court, but her main 
and abiding interest is "pcditicking” and she 
is to be seen at all the best jdaces in town. 

F rom being known as "dynamite” in her 
coDege (hys, Rennka Choudhury 
has, over the years, matured into the 
‘liattletank” of the Rajya SaUia. Even as 
a young housewife, the vivacious Remika 
Choudhury created waves in the conserva¬ 
tive Hyderabad society, driving an open 
jeep in a aty where few women sit at the 
wIimL Renuka jdned the ranks of the 
stoimtroopers of Telugu Desam in 1984, 
ably leadmg the brigade of women workers 
which hel^ her to being elected as a 
municipal councillor in Hyderabad. 

Renuka Choudhury first shot into fame 
durmg the heady days when the N.T. 
Rama Rao government was dismissed in 
August 1984. At a tense meeting of the 
Telugu Desam the day after Nadendla 
Bhaskar Rao toi^ over as chief minister, 
she shouted at Bhaskar Rao (who was 
sitting on the dais) from the audience, 
calling him a “trritori’. A group of Bhaskar 
Rao cronies promptly rou^ied her up and 
hustled her out of the hall amidst stunned 
silence from senior party leaders. 

The inddent catapulted Renuka into 
NTR’s closest drdes. She did not take her 
seat in the Hyderabad Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion as bigger rewards few her loyalty were 
on the way, and she Was nominated to the 
Rai^ Sabha. In the House of the Elders, 
Renuka has provided the lung power for 
the non-Con^ess benches, always ready 
to take on tte Congress(I) barrackers. 
Even the shift to the treasury benches did 
not make much of a difference to Rmiuka’s 
fiery performance m the House though the 
Jayanthi NatarajaniTlw toach of class 








Maya Alagh: Promising poiitician 

Congress front-l)enchers frequently mock¬ 
ed fw ani^ for a ministershiip. 

Not one to be cowed down by attempts 
at i^yskal intimidation, Renuka’s bat^s 
in tte House have at times extended to 
kxid, angry exdianges in the Central Hall. 
Verbally, too, Renuka can give as good as 
she gets. At the farewell function for R. 
Venkataraman when he became the Presi¬ 
dent, Renuka was referred to as the night- 
of the House and a Congress(I) MP, 
with an unsavoury reputation, quisled, 
'*And we would Iflte to see the nightingale 
in a nightie”. Renuka’s rapid-fire retcxt to 
the remark had the MP gasping and turn¬ 
ing tail 

Q uite a few eyebrows were raised 
ato in June 1986 the ConsessH) 
revealed that it was gc^ to field Jtyan- 
tU Natinijaii instead of her aunt and 
aodal worker Sarqjini Varadappan for the 
Sabha seat adiich had then fallen 
vacant. Not many Congressmen knew 
her, but then quiets accepted her nomina- 
tkm, reading that given the crop ci yup¬ 
pies that Rjiv Gandhi was surrounding 
nimaelfwith, it was quite natural for him to 
nommate the 36-year-old granddmighter of 
the former Tanu Nadu cfief minister, M. 
Bbkktavataalam, than his octogenarian 


the IbA profile lawyer of Madras 
Court bad started her career as an Engl^ 
newaqaster of Madras Doordarshan bmre 
the Mtipoalnetwikkcaineiiito being. And 


for Tamil Nadu Congressmen who were 
used to seeing heavy, matronly women 
leaders, Jayantfai Natai^an and Vyjayan- 
thimala Bali provided a touch of sc^histica- 
tion, thanks to their socialite images. 
They, along with Jayalalitha, were tte 
attractive faces in Tamil Nadu’s politics. 

Thou^ along with P. Chidambaram, 
she can claim to represent the suave 
TOUthfulness of the Congress in Tamil 
Nadu, Jayanthi has not been as mudi a 
partv (Cot^ess) person as Chidambaram 
has beoL ^ us^ to surface only during 
R^ Gandhi’s visits to Tamil Nadu and 
usually camped in Delhi, ahvays husy’ with 
one of the many Con^ss committees. As 
fate would have it, she was just 10 paces 
behind Rqjiv when the dasta^y explosimi 
took [dace. 

Thou^ in Parliament, Jayanthi has 
been voicing her concern about won»n’s 
vdfare, paitict^y the antiquated judici¬ 
ary system with its many anti-women 
laws, she belongs to the silent majority of 
Congress MPs vdio did not protest a^inst 
the Muslim women’s divorce BID. b pri- 
rate, however, she expressed her opposi¬ 
tion to the amendment when her bwyer 
friends questioned her. 

Jayanw came to the limelight during the 
AICC(D sessim in Madras in 1988, being 
one of the key orgaiusers and diniys seen 
with a waOde-tafoic wMch, when not in 
use, was seducfhiely tucked away be¬ 
tween her sari and hm waisQme. 

Though she diai&ea newsmen com¬ 


menting on her dress while discussing 
sometl^ more serious in Parliament, 
Jayanthi does look chk in expensive dm- 
kurus, something alien to a Con¬ 
gresswoman from her state. A story goes 
m the state party circles that once she 
complained to a senior leader about how 
newsmen noticed only her dress and 
make-up. The leader is said to have quip¬ 
ped, “You should do something more 
wor^whiie for the press to take note of, 
otherwise they’U keep writing about your 
dress.” 

With only a year left for her to go in Uie 
Rajya Sal^, Jayanthi stiU has time to 
make those words come true. After all, 
she would often infuse new thinking in the 
Co^ess. 

M ona Lisa’s legendary smile could 
have set many hearts aflutter, but 
her Dving competitor. Maya A)agb of the 
toothy ‘Promise’ smile, (fid one better. In 
Bangalore last month, Maya chipped in 
with her bright charm to help launch the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s campaign in its 
quest for power. 

A doctor-cum-model-cum-small screen 
actress besides now being a polkidan, 
Maya, better known for her ‘bestseller 
smDe’ and her role as the grandmother m 






Renuka Cboudhury: Battletank of tlw 
Rajya Sabha 

the televisioo serial. The Sword of Tlgni 
Sultan, smiled her vivacious sti^ even as 
the BJP supremo, A.B. Vajpayee, 
announced hdr joiniiw the party at a news 
conference. l^jpayee is a family 
friend and when he iimted me to join the 
party and get involved in social w(»k, I 
ooukl not rraise,” ^ explains. 

One would have thoii^t that having 
made a grand entry mto the BJP, Maya 
would |K to the Vkbx- Baneijee-Deepika 
CtakhaSa way and contest the elecmn. 
But no, not her. For one, she is too 



uivolved m her flounshing mediul practice 
m Bombay (though not many people know 
her as Dr Klaya Alagh) For another, her 
career with Doordarshan has ju&t takra oS 
after The Sword of Tipu Sultan, and she 
intends concentrating on that “After the 
elections are over,” she says, emphasising 
on the first word, "m between shootmg 
and my practice, I intend to devote some 
tone to community welfare ’ 

Not that she has anything against 
actresses and other people joining politics 
and straightaway contesting the election 
An actor or any other professitmal could 
make a politician, she feels And adds, 
“Rgjiv (landhi was a pilot before he 
plunged m, M J Akbar was a joumabst 
Even Reagan a small tune actor, went on 
to towme the President of the United 
States of America Smcenty to the pro 
fession IS important, is what Maya be 
heves ‘ And Deepika 1 know, is a very 
sincere person She will be very good in 
Pariuunent' 


T all, svelte and extremely attractive, 
she would be more at home folding 
down catwalks, but prefers to kx^ out of 
p|k’e on the rostrum of a Vishwa Hindu 
Panshad rally or offering fkiwers at the 
Sonmath Temple at tte outset of L K Ad- 
vani's religio-pobtical rathyatra Gauri 
Sabharwu, A ex fashion model, occa 
SKXtal bwyer is the "scuppie ’ (saffi-on-clad 
yuppie) pv excellence who has all the 
malongs of being the political 'bahu’ofthe 
decade once she weds Jayant, the only son 
BJP supremo Lai Knshna Advani some 
tone this autumn 

Gaun Sabharwal bterally stands out m all 
the QIP gatherings which she has been 
attending smce the party came mto the 
hmelight after the elections m November 
1989 She doesn’t come ffcHn a hardcore 
pohbcal fiimily as such but has been on 
the penphery smce she was bom Her 
father, Fran Sabharwal, is a well knovm 
political journalist who was particularly 
close to the socialists ever smce his days 
as a student leader m Delhi Umversi^ 
Pran Sabharwal was among the group of 
scnbes who have been dose to Ihime 
hosier Chandra Shekhar long before he 
entered South Block In fact, Gaun’s first 
pubbc foray was when she walked part of 
the way with Chandra Shekhar during his 
famous padyatra m 198J 
Gaun’s mterest in the BJP is confined to 
her assiKiation with the Advara family 
Ihe ^dvaras and the Sabharwals have 
been close family fnends for years since 
their houses acfiom each other m the ca|»t- ^ 
al’s Pandara Park The Sabharwal twms,' 
Gaun and Gopa, have been childhood 
^ends of Pratfbha and Jayant Advam 
Cfaun (ilMOMed her law degree and did a 
bit of ii||^ modelling before she decided 
to he^MNNW during tus first Lok Sabha 


election from the New Delhi constituency 
m 1989 After Advani won the election, 
Gaun hovered around m the household, 
bemg a sort of pobtical aide to Advani as 
well as companion to Mrs Kamala Advam 
Smce her (laughter went o0 to Calcutta 
after gettmg mamed m October ’89, Gaun 
played the role of daughter, abnost always 
accompanymg Mrs Advam to Parliament, 
to BJP natio^ executive meetings in va- 
nous parts of the country and later travell 
mg with the rathyatra 
It was m March this year that Gaun got 
formally engaged to Jayant Advam and the 
weddmg will take place around October 
'Though she is not a pobtical activist, Gaun 
takes a keen mterest m the subject, parti 
cularly m matters pertaining to the BJP 
She and her fiance and future mother m 
law are seen m abnost all BJP functicms 
Dressed m designer salwar kameez sets 
the well groomed lady is far removed from 
the traditional image of a BJP sympathiser 
But, then she epitomises the new look 
BJP which has captured the unagmation of 
the urban middle class and will be a person 
to watch m the next few years 

O nce Mansur Ab Khan the ex nawab of 
Pataudi, plunged mto pobtics, could 
his Begum, the sparkling Sharmila Ta¬ 
gore, really be far from, if not pohbcs at 
Irast campaigning’ No way And it is Sharr 
mila (‘Rmku to liger and Begum Ayesha 
to the protoail conscious m his family) 
who, unflustered by the heat and dust of 
Bhopal, lent a truly vibrant dunension to 
her husband s campaign Even though the 
performance was ‘bve with no scope for 
re-takes Indeed, Tigers efforts moved 
into higher gear only after bharmila’s 
appearance, some 10 days after the cam 
paim launch 

Unlike Tiger, Sharmila has not enrolled 
m the CongressO) and so her plank was 
some^t unique Different, certainly 
She did not waste her (and the audience’s) 
tune espousing the party mamfesto’s 
merits instead, her message, dehvercd 
with elan and topled charm, was “I’ve 
come as a wife and not as an abhmetn- 
I^ase give my husband a chance He 
will at least, try and set right much of 
what IS wrong today ’’ A handsome 
round of applause mvanably followed And 
it would find mi echo at the next halt 
As Sharmila had not been regarded as 
bemg particularly politically conscious— 
the hniited eiqiosure to durlur-ism not¬ 
withstanding—what made her abgn herself 
so intimately with an undeniably high- 
nofile campaign’ “Simple 1 had to help 
Ti^r It wassometlimglhadtodothougb 
I didn't set out trymg to ‘steal’ some of the 
spotbiJit from the ummicfivaar, (candi¬ 
date)" was Siarmila’s rqmste 
Her reasoning IS perfectly logical After 
an. 'togetherness' is what ‘Tiger and Shar- 



Sharmila Tagore: Sound! Actionl 


mila have projected m over two decades of 
marriage Somethmg underbned even m 
their class> endorsement of a range of 
fabrics 

Sharmila clearly was Tiger s mspiration 
as she cnss crossed both urban and rural 
segments of the sprawbng Bhopal consti¬ 
tuency But she denies it was she who 
encouraged him to switch to khadi “Look, 
Tiger IS over 21 is mature both m age 


Gaun Sabharwal with hubby Jayant: FVon 
catwalk to the rostrum 
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and expenence....The decision was his 
and it wasn’t impulsive. If Tiger wasn’t 
committed he would never have stepped 
onto alien turf.” 

"nie turf was new for Sharmila, too. As 
was the glare of the arc lights. But she 
adjusted perfectly, leading many to award 
her a perfect 10. The obvious physical 
discomiorts were, she feels, neutr^sed 
by the "genuine and overwhelming re¬ 
sponse” v^ch greeted her. And it is this 
that could sustain her interest in politics. 
Perhaps, because she is the Begum of 
Qhopal’s baha, Sharmila was accorded 
j^nty of izzat "Thankfully there was Bttle 
Wof curiosity, ” she says with palpable relief. 

Greenlxm thou^ she is, her response 
was ^tsy and astute when, for instance, 
the sitting MP’s followers frequently b(»n- 
barded her with “Jai Siya Ram”. "I would 
first reply with ‘Ram-Ram’ and then 
adnnonish them fm* bringing the names of 
Ram and Sita to their l^s so casually. I 
would ask them to take the names with 
ahsaas (feeling) and respect. Aren’t Ram 
and Sta much, much bi^er than we mor¬ 
tals?” 

Shaimila’s handling of Shabana Azmi’s 
attadc on her and Tiger was equally adroit 
She cooQy ignored Shabana’s claim that 
she (and not Sharmila) was the real bahu of 
BhopaL "I didn't want to engage in a slang¬ 
ing match publi^....Everyone knows 
that my mraKr-in-law is the Begum of 
Bho^ :^ as I’m her only son’s wife, I 
can look iippn myself as bmng the bahu of 
BhopaL” she explains regally. 

fU Shabana’s charge that Tiger had 
iKver bothered about Bhop^, Sharmila 
counters: “Not everybody is pubBcity- 
QQpsdoas. And atA evioyone k^s only 
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the headlines in mind....Had we known we 
would one day enter politics, we would 
then ahvara have moved around with a 
photographer.” 

S habana may not actually be a member 
of one of the frontline parties, but the 
splash she receives would make many a 
seasoned politician change colour. With 
envy. It's her desire to remain “unfet- 
terOT ’ that has kept her away from par¬ 
ties. Equally, it's her commitment to secu¬ 
larism, for instance, which lands her on the 
campaign trail as in Bhopal for the Janata 
Dal’s Swami Agravesh. 

Shabana’s dnunatic entry in Bhopal— 
after initially turning down requests to root 
far any candidate whatsoever—electified 
Madhya Pradesh state’s pretty capital city. 
In some ways it became a real-life Begum 
(Sharmila) versus a reel-life one (remem¬ 
ber Shabana in Shatnuy Ke Khilari?) bat¬ 
tle. And the audience loved it. 

It’s not only to take on Sharmila that 
Shabana decided on Bhopal. For, she has, 
in die past, worked and walked in tandem 
(as in the padyatra for communal amity in 
Meerut) with the saffron-clad Swami. As 
the soft-sjpoken Swami put it: “Shabana ka 
ek commitment hai secularism ke Aye...it 
was wondeiful of her to have spent a few 
days pitching in for me and my party.” 

Shabana, in fact, was herself offered a 
National Front ticket for the Lok Sabha 
around the time the poll schedule was 
finalised, but she declined. First, because 
she does not wish to be wholy identified 
with a particular party and secondly, 
perhaps, because she has gone on recc^ 
as having said, "...the process (of getting 
elected) is disgusting.” 

Shab^, however, is not the type to 
oppc^ for the sake of opposing. Thou^ 
she is a celebrated Congress-I baiter, she 
caused more than a flutter vdien she re- 
centfy announced she would vote for Sunil 
Dutt of the Congress(l). Her justificatkin 
was simple; “Duttsaab works for his con¬ 
stituents and whenever I've addressed 
slumdwellers’problems, he’s attended 
them...” 

Clearly, the slumdwellers in India’s Big 
Apple, Itombay, have found a voice which 
reaches far and wide for their myriad 
woes. Not too long a^, Shabana held 
centrestage in a heatUme-hittng fiist to 
catdi the attention of the powers-that-be 
for the benefit of the h{^y underpri¬ 
vileged. And she is associated with the 
Bombay-based Nivara Kaq Suraksha Sami- 
ti, a somevdiat low-profile but immensely 
dedicated set-up. 

Shabana’s has, d course, mit heed an 
apolitical £unily. Her fflustriMis father, 
Kaifi Azmi, was involved ninth Bile Com¬ 
munist movement And so it was not total¬ 
ly shoddng when Shabau chose the inau¬ 
gural ceremony of the govemnent-funded 
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1989 International Film Festival of India in 
New Delhi to voice her stinging protest 
against the brutal killing of theatre stalwart 
f&dar Hasluiu, a Leftist to the core. She 
pronptly became a darling of the Left, 
eUciting greetings of "Lai Salaam Sha¬ 
bana.” 

But it appears Shabana has become 
somewhat dsillusioned with the CPI(M), 
especially after the filming d City of Joy 
was reputedly stalled by the ruling party 
cadres in Cal^tta. But it is diffimt to 

S uge whether the ‘affair’ is indeed over, a 
tout of the orchestrated disturbances. 



Shabana Azmi: The reel-life Bdhu of Bbo| 


Shabana means business, and her no- 
nonsense approach in films is mirrored m 
her views on the current polity. She is 
to^y cm the fringe of pofitics, but the 
dviding line may one day disappear. And 
when that does occur, she will not be like a 
rabbit pu|led out of the hat “and put in any 
which way”, as Shabana says of some of 
the present politicians. For, the gifted ac¬ 
tress has already had a hi^-voltage live* 
interactiwi at the grassroots level. 


Shubha Singh, Manlni Chatterjee, 
Snritha Rai, G.C. Shekhar and 
Lokendra Pratap Sahi 
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I All information >jiven 
on these pages is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


I _ Hinili Ulnis 



• Jooouiia Ckuomu in Lon* 
don: Paradise (Bentindc Street; 
285442)-12, 3. 6, 9. 

Recordings of a nmsical prog- 
nnune on stage at Wembley, star¬ 
ing Ainitabli Bachchan, Stidevi, 
Amor Khan, Salman Klon, Anu- 
pam Kher, Neelam and others. 

• Knrz Chukana Hai: Roxy 
(Chowrin^iee Place; 284138)—4 
shows. 

A film by Vimal Kumar, starting 
Govinda, Juhi Chawla, Shakti 
Kapoor and Kader Khan. The 
music is by Rajesh Roshan. 

• Kurbaan: Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed iGdwai Road; 242266), 
Mitra (Bidhan Sarani; 551133), 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani; 311522), 
Jagat (Acharya Ptafulla Chandra 
Road; 3651()8), Basusree (S.P. 
Mukheijee Road; 484808). 

Sunil Dutt, Salman Khan, Kabir 
Bedi, Rohini Hattangady, Gulshan 
Grover and Ayesha JuDca are the 
ixindpal attractions in this film, 
directed by Deepak Bahry. The 
music is by Anand Mfiind. 

• Main Pyaail Hoon (A): New 
Qnema (Lenin Sarani; 270147)—4 
shows; Khanna (APC Road; 
552^)—3 shows. 

The film stars Jayalalitha, Jayde- 
van and Jayarekha. 

• Mcena Bacar (A): Jyoti 
(Lenin Sarani; 241132), Naaz 
(Lower Chitpur Road; 277273), 
Kalika (Sadananda Road; 
758141)-4 shows; Gem (AlC 
Bme Road; 249828), Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551515), Chluya (APC 
Road; 351382), Alochhaya (Be- 
liaghau Main Road; ^5059)-3 
shows. 

Directed by P. Chandra Kumar 
and with music by Naresh Sharma, 
the film stars Rupa Ganguly, 
Poonam Das Gupta, Om Pu^ 
Shakti Kapoor and debutant Vik- 
mn Raad^ 

• IM Dnyi! Elite (S.N. Baneijee 
Road; 241383), Mooni^ (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 254956), Pumaaree 
G^ja Rm K^n Street; 554033), 
Priya (Rashbehari Avenue; 
464440). 

Jackie ShroS, Madhuri Dbdt, 
Javed jafirey and Laxmfltant Beidc 
oomprise me main cast of tlfia fihn, 
directed by Pattho (%osh. Ibe ' 
auiic ■ by Ram Lamaa. 

• Ppar 9aa Chnri Chari: 
Orient (jBeotinck Street; 281917), 




Lotus (S.N. Banerjee Road; 
242664), Grace (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 391090), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhaduri Street; 
552270), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
Avoiue; 41041^, Indira (Indra 




ta Main Road; 363264). 
him Chakraborty, Gautami. 
Anupam Kher and Shakti Kapoor 
are the major attractions in this K. 
Bapaiah film. The music is by Lax- 
mikant Pyarehd. 


•Spi-ciiil K\'eiits 


16 June: 6J0 pm 

Pi^tik ReMitory presents the 
Hindi ^y, Baarishn^, directed 

S Rodney Marriott. The cast in- 
ides Rmaram Yagnik, Shakil 
Khan, B.M. Hada, Sanchayita 
Bhattacharya, Vinay Sharma, 
Mehmud Ahim and Arun Sharma. 
At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 


Street; 225215/3516). 

16-22 Jime: 3 ^ • 8 pm 
An exhibition of painti^ by the 
students of Kishalaya North Sam- 
ity in the New Gall^. 

17 June omrwda: 3 pm • 8 pm 
A week-k^ exhfiiitKm of paint¬ 
ings by Raitjit De (Roorfce) in the 
South GaBe^, 

18 Juneonwwda: 3 pm - 8 pm 

A week-kmg exhihibon of paint¬ 
ings by Swapan Kumar Pafiey in 
the West Gaflery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

20 June: 6J0 pm 
Padatik Dance Centre |8’esents 
an evening of Kathak featuring 
choreograph^ by Kumudini 
Laldiia. This experimental item is 
based on a poem by Nawal and 
deals with a contemporary theme. 
The cast includes Chetna Jalan, 
Nilarqana Sengupta, Luna Pan, 


Paromita Sinha, Suahmita Sur, 
Raraapiasad Chattopadhyay, 
Ashim Bandhu Bhattacharya, 
Sheela Mehta, Indrani Sahachow- 
dhury, Anuradha Ldiiti and Nandi- 
ni Sinha, Music: Shankar. 

At Cyan Manch (Pretoria 


"l 



e Sudmnita Ghatak and Dfiiyendi 
Btiadn wffl hold a week-locig ex 
Mbition of then* paintings in thi 
New South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arti 


Chetm Jafam In A8Bf 




22 Juue; 6J0 pm 

Padatft Repertory presenta th« 
Hindi play, Sakkaram Binder 
based on Ae man-woman tela 
tknslup, with Kulbhushan Khar 
banda m the lead. Otliers in th« 
cast are Chetna Jalan, Shakil Khan, 
Pradip Roy and Baishakhi Maijit 
The W ia written and directed bj 
Vgay Tendulkar and Shyamananr 


I n iTTj r 


At Cyan Manch (Pretorii 
Street). 
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NOTE: Ail arrival and dapartura times are for Calcutta. FIguraa In bracketa denote the 

days, 1 being Monday. 


InttTn;itional 


Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 0230. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5) AI-306 at 1915, 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangklok-Calcutla- 
Bommy: Arr (6): Ai-309 at 1910; 
Dep. (6): AI-309 at 2025. 
London-Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (7); 
AI-132/1328 at 1230 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Caloutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
Dep. (4); SU-536 at 1725. 

* Moscow-Tashkent-Kerachi- 
Calcutta-Hanol: Arr. (2). SD-S41 
at 0640; Dep. (2): SU-541 at 0750. 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taahkent-Moscow: Arr. (2): SU- 
542 at 1615; Dep (2): SU-542 at 
1815. 

Amman-Calcutta: Arr. (4): R)-184 
at 0645. 

Calcutta-Amman; Dep. (5). RJ- 
185 at 0530. 

-I- Bueharest-Abu Dhabi- 
(Mlcutla-Bangkok: Arr. (1): RO- 
063 at 1045; Dep. (1); RO^ at 
1200 . 

+ Bangkok-Calcuna-Abu DhaW- 
Buehereat: Arr. (1): fl{3-oe4 at 
1945; Dap. (1); RdOM at 2100. 
Caleutta-Binsapora: Dap. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1130 and Dep (4): SQ- 
420 at 1310. 

SIngaaora-Calcutta: Arr. (2):'«Q- 
416 at 102b and Arr (4) :SQ-420at 
1210. 

(MIctttta-Bangkok: Dep. (2, 4. 7); 

lC-731 at 0900: Dap. (1,3. 6). TG- 
314 at 1355. 

Bangkok-daleutta; Arr. (2, 4. 7); 
IC-^ at 1500; Arr. (1, 3,6): TG- 
313 at 1240. 

Calcutta Kat hmandu: Dap. (2, 4, 


6, 7): IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1. 6): 
RA-214 at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (2. 4, 
6, 7): IC-748 at 1930; Arr (1, 5). 
RA-213 at 1355. 

Calcutta-Ohaka: Dep. (1, 3. 5. 6). 
IG-723 at 1340, Dep. (1,2, 3, 4, 5, 
6): BG-002 at 1305, Dep. (7); BQ- 
OM at 1820, Dap. (5.6): BG-09e at 
1935. Dep. (1, 2. 3, 4): BG-098 at 
2020. 

Ohaka-Calciitla: Arr. (1, 3, 5. 6): 
iC-724 at 1600, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6): BG-0S1 at 1225, Arr. (7); BG- 
095 at 1710, Arr. (5,6); BG-095 at 
1856, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4): BG-097 at 
1940. 

Calcutta-Chltlaeaiig: Dap. (2, S). 
BG-688 at 0905. 

Chtttaaong-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 5): 
BG-697 at 0825. 

Caleutta-Paro: Dep. (2). KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2); KB-105 at 0800. 




Calculta-Bombay: Dep (2). Al¬ 
lot at 0230. 

Oalhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1); AI-1328 
at 1230. 

Indian AIrtInaa ■■■Mi 

Calcutta-DalM; Dap. (d^ly); 1C- 

263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1750; 
Arr. (d^ly); ICM01 at 1205 and IC- 

264 at 2^. 

Calcutla-Bombay; Dep. (daily). 
IC-176 at 0900 and lC-273 at 20(>0; 
Arr. (daily); IC-274 at 1900 and IC- 
175 at 0800. 

Calcutla-Madraa: Dep. (1,2,3,4, 
5, 7): IC-785 at 1700, Dap. (6); 
IC-26S an 1700; Arr. (1. 2, 3, 4, i 
7)- IC-766 at 2210, Arr. (6): 10-286 
at 2205. 

CecuRa^angalora: Dap. (1,2,4, 


Printed here le the regular Indian Airlines schedule. This 
Is, however, subject to change. PesMngera are adviaed 
to keep track of announcements made by Indian Airlines 
in the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390, 264433, 26241S, 262S48, 262657 and 262009, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569641, 267007 and 204433. 


6, 7); IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1. 2, 4. 
6, 7): IC-772 at 1200. 
Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lueknow-Dalht: Dep (daily); IC- 
410 at 0615. 

Oalhi-Lueknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (daily). IC-409 at 
IMS. 

Calcuna-Ouwahatl: Dep. (daily): 
IC-229 at 1340, Dep (1, 3, 5, 6): 
IC-729 at 0730; Arr. (daily). IC-230 

Ex-Swvloenian’a Coach 8e^ 
vice (AlrllnM House to Cel- 
culla Airport): Departures 
from Airlines House at 4.30 am, 

5.30 am, 7.15 am. 9.30 am, 

11.30 am, 2.15 pm 3.15 pm 
and 5.45 pm. Departures from 
Calcutta Airport depends upon 
the arrival of the flights. 

at 1630. Arr. (1. 3, 5. 6); IC-730 at 
1030. 

Calcutta*Agartala; Dep. (dally); 
IC-741 atoras and 10-743 St 1330; 
Arr. (daily); IC-742 at 1055 and IC- 
744atim 

Calcutla-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4. 
IC-2SS at 0530; Arr. (2, 4, 6): IC- 
286 at 1000. 

Calcutta-Pert Blalr-Car Nicobar: 
Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0530; Arr. (1): 
IC-2B8at1£!0. 

Celeutta*Teapur-dorhat- 
CMeutta: Dep. (2 4); 10-213 at 
1130, Dep. ft, 6, 7): IC-213 et 
0600: Arr. (2, 4); IC-213 at 1525, 
Air. (3, 5, 7):K>213at09S5. 


CNeutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (1); 1C- 
221 at 1300, Dep. (2. 3, 4. 5, 6. 7) 
IC-221 M 1100; Arr. (1); IC-222 ai 
1620, Arr. (2. 3. 4. 5. 6, /). IC-22J 
at 1320. 

Caiciitta-DIbrugarh: Dep. (2,3,4 
5,6, 7): fC-201 at 1400; Arr. (2, 3, 
4,5,6,7): IC-202 at 1730. 
Catcutta-Bllchar-Imphal: Dep. 
(dafl^; IC-255 at 0610; Arr (daily) 
IC-2% at 1050. 

Caleufta-Imphal-DImapur- 
Calcutta: Dep (1. 3. 5. 7)- IC-257 
at 1130; Arr. (1, 3, 5. 7) IC-257 al 
1510 

CSIeutta-Bhubaneawar-Nagpur- 

Hyderabad: Dap. (3. b. 6). IC-269 
at 1650; Arr. (3, 5, 6): iC-270 at 
2040. 

Celcutla-Bhubanaawar; Dap. (1, 
2, 4, 7): IC-269 at 1650; Arr. (1. 2, 
4, 7): tC-270 ai 1910. 
Cateutta-Hyderabad: Dep (1. 2, 
4. 7): IC-277 al 1720; Arr. (1, 2, 4. 
IC-27B at 2210. 

Cfaleutta-Viahakapatnam- 

Madnis: Dap. (i, 2,4,6): IC-S42at 

1000 . 

Madree-Viehekapatnam- 
Calcutta; Arr. (1,2,4,6). IC-S41 at 
0915. 

Caioulta-Agartata-Kaliaahanar: 
0^. (2,4). PiF-729 at 0710: Arr. (2, 
4);PF-730at 1120. 
Calovna-Shlliong-Agartala- 
Csloutta: Dep. (1, 3. 5,6): PP-701 
at 0710, Dep, (7):PF-701 at 1210; 


’ No traffic rigtits on Caicuiia-Shaijsh-Caicutta and Csicuna-karaahi-Tashktiit-Caicuaa. -f No yafllG ffgffti on CaleuBa-Sangkok-Ctiouaaend CaloilUfAbu Ohad-Caleur 












Arr, (1. 3, 6. 6): PF-702 at 1120, 
Arr. ^): PF-702 at 1620. 
Calcutta-ABartala-Sllehar; Osp. 
(7): PF-72BA at 0710, Arr. (7): PF- 
730Aat1140 


Caleutta-Jamahadpur; Dap. (i, 2, 
3.4,5,6); PP-717 at 0630, Dap. (2. 
4, 6); PF-717A at 1330: Arr. (1, 2. 

3. 4. S, 6): PF-718 at 0825, Arr. (2. 

4, 6), PF-718A at 1525. . 


Caleuna-Aaartaia-Aizawl: Dap. at 1250: Arr. (1.3. 5): PF-706A at 
(2.4.6.7).PF-705at0B55:Arr.(2, 1635, 

4,6.7). PF-706 at 1300 Calcutta-Cooch Balwr: Dap. (1, 


Caleutta-Agartala-Alzawl- 
Calcutta; Dap, (1. 3. 5): PF-705A 


3,5): PF-707 at 0855; Arr. (1.3.5): 
PF-70eat1150. 


Dapartura EASTERN RAILWAY 


Up 

nma 

Hamah 

Tkna 

Dn 

23U 

19K)0 

OattU-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

10-20 

Aimltw Mall 

8« 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Now DaMil) Ex¬ 

18-00 

2382 



praaa via Gaya-Varanaai 
bap—Tuaa. Thura A Sat. 





Arr—Wad. Fri. A Sun. 



2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Now Dattil) Ex¬ 

18^ 

2304 



praaa via Pabia 

Dap—Mon. Wad. Fri. A Sun. 





Arr-Mon. Tuaa. Thura. A Sal. 



2301 

16-00 

Raldhanl Expraaa 5 daya a 

11-30 

2302 


Dap—Mon. Tuaa. Ttiura. Fri. & 
Sun. 

Arr—Tuaa. Wad. Thurs. Sal. A 
Sun. 

Hlmgirl (JanuiwTawl) Ex- 
praaa Tri-WMy 
Dap—Tuaa. Fri. & Sal. 

Arr—Tuaa. Wad. & Sat. 
Purtanahai (Oorakhpur) Ex- 
praaa 

&p—Mon. A Thura. 

Aif—Thura. A Mon. 

Doon Expraaa via Qrand 

Chord 

Mayan Abha Toolan Ex- 
praaa via Main Lina 
Amrttaar Expraaa 
DaiM Expraaa via Main Lina 
OaHil Janata Etqnaaa via 
Main Una 
Lucknow Expraaa 
MHMIa Expraaa 
Kanohamunga Expraaa 
Kanaup (Quwahatl) Expraaa 
Elaek Diamond Eiqpraaa 
CoalfloM Expraaa 
Aaanaol Expraaa 
Da n a p ur Eiqpraaa 
Noitti Bihar Expraaa 
Dap— Wadnaaday 
An^-Frtday 

JaamlMir TM-wkly Expraaa 
Thura. A Sat. 
Arr—Mon. Thura. A Sal. 
SantMkalan Expraaa 
C h am t Ml ( O aw H o r ) E x p r a aa 
Dap-SaLASun. 
An^Tuoa-AWad. 

SMpra (hidora) Expraaa 
Oap-Tuaa. A Wad. 

AnL-Sat. A Sun. 
SI«lillpiiiii(Chopaii)Bxpi«a» 
Dap A Ait—M on. A Fri. 
ChM Cantt.) Expraaa 

ArrADap—TiHiraday 
QonMipiir Expraaa 
Dap A Ait—S unday 


SBaUah 


Oour Expraaa 
Jammv^ I 
M u g h al Banri 
SBQ Loop 


M6 
S-15 
1A«> 
via 12M> 


1 Dapartura 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrival 



RAILWAY 



Up 

Tima 

Hqyi/rah 

Tima 

Dn 

6003 

20-40 

Madraa Mail 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Expraaa 

15-05 

2859 

8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

5-05 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

15-50 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandai (Madraa) Ex- 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalora Expraaa 

13-45 

2612 



Dap—Tuaa 

An—-Sun. 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Staal Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

lapat Expraaa 

22-30 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Expraaa 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 

505 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Purl Expraaa Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Puri) Expraaa Via 
Naraj 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubanaawar) Ex¬ 
praaa 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

TIrupali Expraaa 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

Eaat Coaat (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Expraaa 

Dap—Except Saturday 

11-20 

8018 



An—Except Sunday 



2602 

22-35 

Quwahatl - Howrah - Trlran- 
drum Central Expraaa 

Monday only 

22-15 


— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

13-45 

2601 



- Quwahatl Expraaa 

Saturday only 




14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmliwe- 
Quwahatl Weakly Expraaa 

13-45 

2649 



(via Viaakhapatnam A Howrah) 
Thuraday only 



2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22-16 




Tarmlnua Weakly Expraaa 
(via Howrah A Viaakhapatnam) 





Saturday only 



2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua 

13-45 

2851 



Suparfaal Expraaa (via 
Viaakhapatnam A Madraa) 
Dap—Fri. A Sun 

An—Tuaa. A Fri. 



2874 

22-35 

OuwahaU-Bangalora CNy 
Wirakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wadnaaday only 




14-10 

Bangalora CIty-QuwahaH 
waoMy Expraaa (via Howrah 

1345 

2673 



A Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2610 

22-35 

Patna Cochbi Harbour Tar- 
mkHia Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thuradi^ only 

22-15 



14-10 

Coehb) HaUbour Tarmlnub- 

1345 

2808 



Pabta Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 





' Wadnaaday only 



ENQUmieS: FPr round ttm etoek kitarmation Of Eaaiam Mhaov 

iralno. pwaaa dial 203645-84 for In-oombw trabM 
aH ottwr kilbrmallon. For Informallon mmut r 

i: 203898-44 lor 

aaarvalk 

mo on 

Eaaiam and South Eaatam RaNwaya babw, dial 20380Q (tram 9 
am to 9 pm on woakdaya and 9 am to 2 pm on Bundaya and 

1 gaxalM 

holldaya). 
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Koufimon 


PAIR OAMEI How many paira of craatuiaa can ba found in I 
Noah a Alii drawing? A doian paira? FHIaan? Mora? 


a CITY GAIT' A cehain U S city is made up of col arxi 
sun while another consists of TIME and LABOR 
Real range tetters to identify the cities 

min aui an uouiiing put uonnx 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thera ara M •»••• iN 
anoaa in drawing deiais baiwaan lop and boRMP panels 
quieldy can you IM lham? Check answ er s wMi theoe btkMt 
eupawnsMio • wueMSfjMMisg a mmwp 
owqumN k 8uissiui si leg e jauoussiiae z 8upaiiisiaiii i s s rs iaiS NO 






4 _ - _ 

5 _" 

6 _ 

7 F.X E £ M A li 


HREMAN'SCARRYI 
Beginning srilh the sfonf A add one 
Mtar m each step and rearrange 
Mlars as necessary to fomi nsw 
words m aceordanoe with the tol 
lowing definitions 

1 AiiMs lalfoadY in piaea) 

2 Pa's ernisoft 

9. Ending for Bat, Super. Spid- 
ar.alc 

4. Uka Cindrslla's stMsistars 
S Lone US stata to na«s lust 

one US stats naiglibaur 

5. Lsathamaek 

7 Smohe-eato' (already In 


e 7ROGBOUNDI Chat- 
liiiBa, below, is to romovo 
16 froga In auaeoaslvo 
lumpB ao that only frog no. 
9 ramaina and la laturnad 
to its original spot at ean> 
tra Jumpe may ba mada 
across, down or diagonal- 

•y- 

To bagin. iump no 9 
ovar 13.14.6.4,3.1.2.7. 
IS, 17,16.11 
Which other frogs Jump, 
and whara? 


OIMMS^ 

jt put S WMI 01 euni s »M> SI Sunr 


Tlnwllmlt 2min 


UMUMJM 4 BMUtn 
• tUfilN 9 mm ¥ 2^9 i 


HOCUS-FOCUS J|[ 

ill ^ 


FUNSPOT 


WET PAWTI Alas, rain la faWng. and our artist friend must dash tor 

cover Colora- i—Rad »-Ll Mua 3—Yellow 4—U brown 
9—Fleahlenoa S-Lt graon 7—Ok brown a-Ok blua 


SCORE to points for using all the 
leltars In the word betow to farm 


BESTOWAL 


THEN scare a points aach far atl 
words of tour lotiars or more 
found among IftS letters 


Try to scara at toast w 



































K arnesn ivieruB, rnina, nos 
sent a list of Beatles LPs 
and wants to have details 
about them III deal with )ust 
ond—Revolver, my 
favounte 

On August 5,1966 an LP 
appeared in the London re¬ 
cord shops which, were it not 
for the fact that approximately 
one million copies had been 
ordered in advance, might 
have seemed to stand little 
chance of being noticed on 
the shelves Its cover amid 
Its rivals Carnaby colours 
was plain black and white a 
collage of photo-fragments 
spiralling through what 
looked like palm fronds but 
proved on close inspection 
to be hair, encircling four 
silhouetted faces so instantly 
recognisable, it was not 
thought necessary to print 
their collective name Who 
else in the world would 
announce themselves in 
graphics reflecting the smar¬ 
test magazines'^ Who would 
call a record album simply 
Revolver, investing even that 
commonplace pun with the 
sleekness of some new- 
minted avant-garde"? Who 
but the Beatles would have 
confidence colossal enough 
to be so chastely downbeat"? 

Revoiverwas presented 
like no pop album before it 
as a continuous, almost 
narrative performance 
There was, first of all, to 
underline this, some stagey 
coughing and throat¬ 
clearing There was then 
George Harnson singing 
‘Taxman, his first wholly on- 




undar the right atmospheric condition one will get 
what la called an ‘Electric Kiss’. It’s ilka static 
■hock and Is not dangerous. 



B inal and successful song, a 
ymn of hate against the In¬ 
land Revenue invoking as a 
derisive counterpoint the 
names of real politicians 
There was Eleanor Rigby, 
sung by Paul alone with a 
string octet a song more like 
a short story about a lonely 
woman, picking up other 
peoples wedding rice There 
was John s ‘I m Only Sleep¬ 
ing , answering back Paul s 
sentimental conscience with 
a paean to unrepentant idle¬ 
ness There was ‘George s 
Love You To, burdened with 
Indian sitars, but then the 
stunning simple charm of 
Paul's ‘Here, There and 


Everywhere There was 
‘Yellow Submarine, a song 
for children (as it seemed) 
perfectly suited to Ringo s 
nappy drone accompanied 
by slurpings and gurglings 
ringing ships bells, a sub¬ 
aqueous brass band and 
commands from the bridge 
in a John Lennon funny 
voice, and then John s non- 
hmny voice, in ‘She Said 
She said, among graffiti-like 
guitar phrases, actually men- 
koninddeath 
On Side 2, to glorify the 
weather there was ‘Good 
Day Sunshine There was 
"And Your Bird Can Sing, 
more lucid Lennon non¬ 
sense, and Paul s pretty, 
setf-pitying ‘For No One 
There was ‘Doctor Robert’.a 
Jibe against some medical 
manorother Thefewaa 
George's earnest ‘I Want to 
Tell You, and then Paul’s 
‘Got To Get You Into My 
Life, a soul song as brassy, 
neat and rousing as ever 
came out of the American 
South 


In those 14 songs, the LP 
record ceased to be a catch¬ 
penny gimmick and became 
a creative medium as credi¬ 
ble as canvas or pnnt In that 
one album, too, a mood and 
moment are caught as ex¬ 
actly as in the pithiest con¬ 
temporary journalism For 
flevo/verwas uondon as she 
flounshed in the swinging 
summer after-glow In was 
hot pavements, open win¬ 
dows, King s Road bistros 
and the euphoria of Eng¬ 
land s soccer World Cup 
triumph It was the British ac¬ 
cent, once again all- 
conquering 

It was the present and a 
portent of things to come 
For the Beaties now recog¬ 
nised their power as dicta¬ 
tors over era after era The 
next era was in the final Re- 
vo/ver track. ‘Tomorrow Nev¬ 
er Knows, a song utteriy un¬ 
like the other 13 John Len¬ 
non sang it, in the flat barely 
tuneful voice which had re¬ 
placed his exuberant mock 
inggrin Against a back 
ground of eene twangling 
and squibbled backward- 
tapes, the voice intoned not 
a lyric but an exhortation 
‘Turn off your mind, relax 
and float downstream Lay 
down all thought, surrender 
to the void Listen to the 
colour of your dreams Or 
play the ^me Existence to 
the end Of the beginning 
sang the voice as the 
strange episode faded, leav¬ 
ing Its one million listeners 
baffled, but determined to 
understand 


QUESTIONS 


1) WHfoh fAmoua olapsk^ 
gompoaar’sdbdth 
itanarywiUtlwqala' 

Pi , 

jWhoisllNi^fthordA 
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4) Who bowled tlta very 
mat ben in World Cup 
ortblat?fBifhwamoy SefF 

' me stand for? 
iyngm«,Ciio^ 
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;p(irlc)lwj)liOfe flf your oar. 

9jf WOjf Vft mCnOMMO lUW 
,w|viciMiiNuyf''Miofw ihrsciqv 
Atid tMitor rood ario oiif >. 
any ond ovary JMnd of 
'rood. 

Ihoi't why 97% ol Mm ' 
world rfckit on staoi 
boHod rodioil. 

Jb ghw yotr car dw 
'< bdwMtoigo ol iloel. Foal 
dwunmoiidMd noWOr 
and iololy of olool.fadiab 


wKMo bnddnQ, 
bomovinQ ond drWin^i» 

VfM flNIipr 
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' Swilch'lodii 
tobrldHiJaw dial lodiaL 
Okdy^homJNC 
Wtlho Rial Radiol. 
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AND THEN THERE 
WAS LIGHT 


T he low, slate-grey clouds are spitt¬ 
ing a cold, relentless rain. Little 
children, clayey mud between 
their toes, slip and slide down the 
muddy paths or slosh in the waters of 
the cemented irrigation canal, bisecting 
Narrigram, on tlie outskirts of Burdwan 
town. 

Narrigram is the unacceptable face of 
Burdwan, the state’s first literate district. 
It is three months since volunteer trai¬ 
ners, Brindaban and Gopinath Mandal, 
gave their final lecture at the "village clas¬ 
sroom", 8 thatched hut open on two 
sides. Heaped in one corner of the adult 
literacy centre are drying branches and 
bales of yellow-brown straw. Tethered to 
a bamboo pole, a goat nibbles at dead lea¬ 
ves; its black droppings and smashed 
matchboxes lie scattered on the floor. 
Only the fading letters in Bengali, writt¬ 
en in chalk on one wall is testimow’ to 
the dedication of Brindaban and Gopi¬ 
nath. "Getting 70 people to class at 8 
every evening wav never easy. The men 
worked in fieUs. The women had to 
cook, clean and look after their children. 
Only about 30 turned up every evening," 
says fiopinath. 

Os cold December nights, the "stu- 
dfvts" huddled in their huts, instead of 
studying at the literacy centre. "Decem¬ 
ber was too cold. We had to close down,” 
regrets Brindaban, in his 20s and unem¬ 
ployed tike Gopina^. After five months 
of sustained coaching, only 28 of the 
iduk illiterates of Narrigram sat for the 
Snal evaluation. The Mandals expect 22 
of them to pass. 

In her darkened hut, dimly lit by a 
shaft of grey sunlight through the open 
doorway, Rekha Raima! (30) wishes that 
ths plague of illiteracy was removed. "I 
CMildn’t go to class for a month. Even 
tar boys get married when they are 17 
18 years old. We are poor people," she 
ocplains, a ghost of a gi^Ie in her 
hroat One of the better students, she 
(an read and with a little help, even dash- 
id off a postcard to chief minister Jyoti 
S8S|u. "I have learnt a lot, but 1 wish we 
wee continuing," she wote. Learning a 
rou(h arithmetic has helped her work, 
bhecUims. "I supply ntitit to people 
Noy, I ^ keep accounts." 

fn a joung girl, Shiela Bera had plead¬ 
ed with her parents to send her to 


Burdwan district gives 
the literacy drive a bi g 
boost. Srinjoy 
Chowdhury reports 


Photographs: Sunil K. Dutt 

school. They never agreed. Now, she 
can read and write a little, but cannot 
identify the map of India in her primary 
reader. "1 can write my name, but little 
else... We woik the whole day... I can’t 
memorise very much," reports Iiilmoni 
Rrymal, a middle-aged woman, while 
Bholanath Bairagya (30) now finds its 
easier to run his tea-stall after sue 
months of the adult literary programme. 
Dhulot Rajmullo, who wears only a fungi 
and a wide grin, is waiting for classes to 
resume. "There were a few It^ssona 
about us chasi bhais,” he says, a flash of 
uncertainty in his voice, "I leanit some/ 
thing, others may have learnt more." 

If the mists of illiteracy still 
shroud Narrigram, Sultanpur, near 
Kalna, is proof that the impossible 
can be achieved. "Sultanpur 
is nearly 100 per cent litera¬ 


Amed with a new 
knowledge i 


te," crows K.P. Dhali, the block develop¬ 
ment officer of Kalna with justifiable 
pride, "We are first in development pro¬ 
grammes. We are tops in adult literacy. 
We are the first in everything." 

In a gloomy classroom at the Sultan- 
pur Junior Basic School, the Burdwan 
Zilla Saksharata Samiti (B21SS)’8 pro¬ 
gramme for the total eradication of lite¬ 
racy is still going on. Seated on the floor 
'.n a crude semi-circle are a doren of the 
1.2 million adults in the district covered 
by the literacy programme. Glued to les¬ 
son II on ’P^besh Duslian' fonviron- 
mentai pollution) are a dozen pairs of 
eager eyt‘8. "l>ook at the illustration," 






asks volunteer-trainer Kahama) Ali 
Shaikh (23). Hetutantly, the eyes turn 
towards the illustration of bladt fumes 
belching from factory chimneys. "Does 
everything Itwk clean?" asks Shaikli. 
Ilie solitary ’yos’ is drowned by the cho¬ 
rus of ’no’. Shaikh sat for his undergradu¬ 
ate examinations only recently. "My pro¬ 
fessors asked me to take these classes, 
fliey said I had a responsibility. Ihat I 
owe it to the people." Like many of the 
one lakh volunteer trainers who were giv¬ 
en special training for live days, the bes¬ 
pectacled and forty-ish Nirmal Kumar 
Roy, is unemployed. "1 may not be mak¬ 
ing a living. But at least. 1 am doing somi*- 
thing useful." 

At another literacy centre in Sultan- 
pur, volunteer-teacher Sabita Guha pro¬ 
udly notes that 20 of her 22 students stay¬ 
ed the course for the entire six months. 
"/>eke (/eke aante hoto (1 had to per¬ 
suade them to come). It was difficult," 
she remembers. Many of the students 
came not only for themselves but also to 
help their ciiildren. Dipali Rani Sarkar 
(30), mother of four, regrets that her par¬ 
ents did not encourage her to study. 
'But if 1 learn to read and write, 1 will be 
able to help my children," she feels. 

E xactly how many of Burdwan’s 12 
lakh illiterates have crossed the bar¬ 
riers of darkness is not certain. By Febru¬ 
ary 1991. census officials had recorded a 
literacy suiige, upto fi2 per cent from 
42.43 per cent in 1981. Right through 
March and April, volunteer trainers con¬ 
ducted their classes, chipping away at 
the edifice of illiteraiT and ignorance. At 
the invitation of Asim Bunnan, the dis¬ 
trict magistrate and executive vict*- 
president of the BZSS, an external evalua¬ 
tion team arrived in Burdwan, disbelief 
probably creeping into their thoughts. 
"How could 12 lakh people numb^ by 
centuries of darkness be awakened in 
six months?" was the unasked question. 
The team, comprising Mohit Bhattacha- 
rya, vice<hancellor. Burdwan Univer¬ 
sity, Dr A.K. Jalaluddin, project director, 
Basic Education and Development. UNI¬ 
CEF, New Delhi, Satyen Maitra, direc¬ 
tor, State Resource Centre, West 
Bengal, and Mushtaq Ahmed, member, 
executive committee. National Uteracy 
Mission, selected 1,025 sample centres 
for random testing. Though 2,430 lear¬ 
ners (12 per cent of the 19,066 illiterate 
learners on roll at the centres selected) 
did not sit for the evaluation tests, 90.3 
per cent of those who did, fulfilled the 
National Literacy Mission’s require¬ 
ments by possessing a passable l^w- 
ledge of reading, writing and ’rithmetk.. 
"It was beyond our expectations," admitt¬ 
ed Mohit Bhattachaiya. ; 

comprehensive internal ^^wlua^ 
tiol^^jpnly indicates the enormity pf 


the problem of the 12 lakh illiterates tar- 
getted by the BZS.S. Although 9,86,824 
or 82.22 ixjr cent are now literate, over 
two lakh peopk* remain unletteretl des¬ 
pite the BZSS’s best efforts. "About 90 
per cent of the people (according to the 
external evaluation reiHirt) have put illite¬ 
racy behind them." declares Burman, 
flush with heady optimism. "Bui there 
are weak .areas, and ’mopping up opera¬ 
tions’ have to be conducted before we 
begin our post-literacy programme." 
Additional district magistrate Rajiv 
Sinha points out, 'Teaching over nine 
lakh people to read and write in six 
months is a great achievement by any 
standard." But he readily admits that 
some ix'ople may have lapsed into illite¬ 
racy already. Modest as ever, Nirupam 
Sen, district secretary of the CPI(M), 
believes that three in four people or 76 to 
77 per cent of the targetted group are lite¬ 
rate. Many party cadres were urged to 
work as volunteer trainers by Sen. 
"What greater service can a party wor¬ 
ker give to the iteople? Uli to itself, the 
district administration would have been 
in difficulties, tiying to reach so many 
people in only six months. TTiis required 
political will. But we told our workers 
not to treat this as party work," adds Sen. 

External evaluators Mohit Bhatlacha- 
rya and Mushtaq Alimed confinn that 
the BZSS’s success is genuine, and not a 
victory on paper. r(>corded with great fan¬ 
fare in the literacy ledgers of the district 
administration. "The BZSS did succeed. 
Ninety per cent of the learners achieved 
the literacy norms, ' wrote Prof. Bhat- 
tacharya. Even earlier. Dr B.K. Roy Bur- 
man, senior professor. Centre for Stud¬ 
ies of Developing Societies, who conduct¬ 


ed an independent survey half-way 
through the programme, nott'd that "the 
performance was spectacular in the 
short run. I have not come across a sin¬ 
gle place where the people are unaware 
of the programme or the existence of ^ 
nearby literacy centre." he said. Other 
observers preferred to unequivtarally 
shower praise. "It appears that there is 
perfect understanding between the admi¬ 
nistration and the elected panchayat 
bodies." reported Prof Paramesh Acha- 
rya, of the Indian Institute of Manage¬ 
ment, Calcutta, another mid-tenn 
evaluator. 

A famous victory is near but still incom¬ 
plete. Many parts of Burtlwan are yet to 
receive the blessings of literacy; the first 
flickers of flame are y(‘t to reach the 
are.« of darkness. "We are weak in 
Katwa, even weaker in Burdwan Sadar, 
and in Purbaslhali, we couldn’t find 
volunteer trainers to open enough lite¬ 
racy centres." admits Asirti Burman. 
"Mobilising the urban unorganised 
poor, the rickshawpuller. the waiters in 
the roadside tea-stalls, is difficult...and 
then there arc the lumpen elements," 
contends Ninipara Sen. "Motivating a 
rickshawpuller is a challenge. Why 
should he spend an hour in class every¬ 
day when he can earn some money dur¬ 
ing that time?" feels Rajiv Sinha. Even in 
the organised sector, workers often shut¬ 
tle between their factor'vs in the 
Durgapur-Asansol belt and their villages 
in UP and Bihar. "So even V. 70 i^^r cent 
of the people are literate now, w« have 
done what most people consiiered 
impossible," adds Sinha. 

But the figures in cold print tell oxly 
part of the story; of the hope and coura 





ge, of inspiration and iron will, of sheer 
perseverance overcoming despair. Tliis 
is the victory of the common man; the 
volunteer trainers, the peasants, the 
labourers, the indigent, the overlooked. 
Success did not come in an instant flash 
of inspiration but tlirough attention to 
detail and boring heroism. But against 
one lakh fjeople. propcTly motivated and 
armed with weapons of education, even 
centuries of stagnation is no match, 
f superstition and sheer inertia were 
m^or impediments, the adult literacy 
progr^me’s mortal enemy was shorta¬ 
ge of time. "It was always a race," remem¬ 
bers Rajiv Sinha. "There was never any 
breathing space." Two months was all 
the district administration had: the wea¬ 
pons of war-books and blackboards; 
paper and pencils-had to be distributed. 
And the soldiers, a motley crew of 
irregulars-housewives and p^y hacks, 
students and school teachers and even 
the unemployed-united behind the ban¬ 
ner of literacy. 

At the top of the literacy pyramid 
stood the 114 resource persons, special¬ 
ly trained by the State Research Centre. 
The 2,519 master trainers, briefed by the 
resource pe^ns taught the 98,366 
volunteer trainers who were placed in 
charge of the 12 lakh illiterates. "Our 
first major decision was to have two 
volunteer trainers per learning centre so 
that one could help the advanced stu¬ 
dents and the other, those who were lag¬ 
ging behind," says Sinha 
A whirlwind survey outlined the chal¬ 
lenge before the BZSS: 13.5 lakh of the 
distnet’s 48.35 lakh people were illitera¬ 
te. A 1..5 lakh illiterate children between 
six and nine years were enrolled in local 




Opening up a whole new world 

primary schools. For the otfiers, Septem¬ 
ber 26, the birth anniversary ol Iswar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, was D-Day. "We 
made a tagging list and every learner 
was tagged to a centre, which gave tin- 
volunttHT trainers a complete idea of 
who their students were." 

For long-term success, conununily 
Involvement was the msyor criterion. 
The administration did not thrust the pro¬ 
gramme on the people: it left them with 
certain tasks. Every literacy centre 
received Rs 15 for making a crude, but 
usable blackboard. Every centre receiv¬ 
ed kerosene, but the people provided 
the hurricane lanterns. "We felt that it 
the community could not provide two Ian 
terns for an hour every night, they would 
never survive," says .Sinha. 

Even a remote possibility of failure 
was an unacceptable risk. Taking no 
chances, the district administration call 
ed in the gentle persuaders from early 
autumn. "Hanchte hobe; leklmpom shik- 
hte hobe (We have to live, we have to 
learn," was the slogan seen everywhere. 
No politician ever campaigned harder 
than the BZSS officials. T^ere were door 
to-door visits and rallies, stre’et conu-r 
meeting and torchlit processions, and 
even special literacy stalls during the 
festivals. 

From the middle of October began the 
jatras. Crammed into a bus, a whole Uou- 
pe of singers and dancers, and even magi¬ 
cians and martial ans experts toured the 
villages drumming up support for the lite¬ 
racy campaign. "The bus would go from 
village to village. We paid the fuel costs 
and other expenses,. The villagers were 
the generous hosts, paying for the food," 
says Sinha. From Madhya ftade- h came 
the guests, Nukkad Natak Dal. and from 
Malda, the Gambhira and Domni folk 
artistes. 

By December, learners’ interest, tenu¬ 
ous in many cases, was flagging. There 
were disgruntled murmurs: too many 
panchayats and lower level officials had 
made promises to the people or volun¬ 
teer teachers that could not be kept. And 
General Winter, bitter and disruptive as 
ever, intervened. 'Twenty per cent of our 
centres voere closed for seven to 10 days 


in December. Eighty per cent of the lile 
racy centres were affected." atids Sin¬ 
ha llu‘ campaign was dying. 

It was time to go to the people. Every 
day. Asim Burman and Mahboob Jahetli', 
Sabhadhipati, Burdwan Zilla Parishad. 
stumiied through the villages campaign¬ 
ing for the project. Weak an-as. when' 
community involvement was negligible, 
often bec-ause of political reasons, werc> 
identified. Tlie harvest was gathered. 
And the hardships of the winter were 
over. Midtenn evaluations also revealetl 
deficiencies in the technical output, for 
which a literacy calenderfdescribed as 
the shar|)est weatran in the war against 
illiteracy) was devised. There were han 
douts for volunteers and even a crash reo¬ 
rientation course and postal coaching, 
'Die spurt in attendance rworded in the 
DM’s computers began in February. By 
Man'll, 94 per cent of the people wen- 
attending the adult literacy class. 

Tlie granary of Bengal, Burdwan also 
has a grimy industrial face. 'Die Durga- 
pur Steel Plant, a maze of stee' (dries and 
chimne>ys belching sulpliuroi;.', orange 
smoke is the setting for .50 literacy cen¬ 
tres, where workers and migrant laiiou- 
rc'rs attend classes for over an hour 
every day Gnarled and greying, 
Baleswar Dubey, began a new life six 
months ago. "My parents died when 1 
was very young. 1 never got the opportu 
nity to U>am," he says. 'Fhe ageing 
Dubey insists that his memory will noi 
fail him. "My liair has greyed. For what? 
I'or lorgetting what 1 learn?" he asks 
spiritedly. 

Amidst the clanging of metal Aclalat 
Hussain Khan, an employee of "u- steel 
plant’s c'okc- oven plant, takes ci. ,ses in 
Drdu "Urdu is more difficult t > le.irn 
than Hindi or Bcmgali." refKiris Khan 
"Wliat you can learn in one month in a 
Hindi class, it takes nine months to pick 
up." he says, adding that classes should 
have continued. "Many of my students 
haven’t competed the first text," he 
regrets. 

In the nist bell, classroom attendance 
figures have plunged bec'ause of the 
movements of migrant labourers. When 
classes began at the Kamala Rice Mill in 
Burdwan Sadar last October, about 30 
illiterates were attending volunteer trai¬ 
ner Kuldeep Singh’s classes. 

Bui more recently, attendance at 
Singh’s classes have thinned. As the 
generator hums in the background and 
the aroma or freshly-milled rice wafts 
through the air, only IS people sit 
around the blackboard Lit by a single 
electric bulb. ”Sab log desk chaJe gayc 
bain. Yeh lagan ka samay bat (Everyone 
has gone home. This is the marriage sea¬ 
son)," he explains. 

A/l^ile all the political parties support- 










Taking time off to learn 


ed the BZSS’ crusade, the support of the 
trade unions, especially the CITU, prov¬ 
ed to be crucial. "Our frontal organisa¬ 
tions, ' ke the Cmi and the DYFl, took 
the irriaiive," says Nirupam Sen. Anum- 
ber 01 trade union members were per- 
suadeu to work as volunteer trainers. 

If the restlessness of the migratory 
workers in the mining-industrial belt 
impeded the literacy drive, the sheer 
inaccessibility of many of the tribal areas 
was a sf^al challenge. "We went deep 
into the interior areas," remembers Rajiv 
Sinha. An afternoon silence hangs over 
the tribal areas. Forests of broadleafed 
sal flank the roads, slick after a summer 
shower. A solitary fox, fiirry and grey- 
brown, slinks away into the thickets. 
Learning centres at Jirjira, In the Bud 
Bud police station area, opened in Sep¬ 
tember last year, but closed down last 
March. "I wish I could have learnt a little 
m^re," is the familiar lament, this time 
by Moyna Mundy, an Adivasi housewife. 
Chickens, yellow little balls of fluff, fJeep 
in the backgpnund. Freshly harvested 
boro paddy lies in a golden yellow heap 
in a comer. A young housewife, modier 
of two triiildren, kicks halfheart^ly at a 
sickle lying on the ground. Deprived of 



regular academic interaction, Mundy’s 
newly acquired knowledge is rusting 
away. "I want to study. 1 will go to class if 
they resume. But I can’t study at home. 
There is never any time," she declares. 

Early misfortunes prevented Sukumar 
KarmsJtar (21) the village blacksmith 
from going to primary school. His arms 
stained by grease, and the smithy’s 
black ^ime, Karmakar remains interest¬ 
ed in his studies. "His handwriting is bet¬ 
ter than that of the volunteer trainers," 
says a local villager. "I have read 
through the first text and part of the 
second," asserts Karmakar."So when 
classes resume, I won’t have too many 
problems." 

An abiding interest in Bengali films 
also ensured that attendance fii^res dip¬ 
ped on Saturday as many learners sat 
before the battery powered TV sets at 
the panchayat office. "In the end, we had 
to switch off the sets," said a vojunteer 
trainer in Jijira. 

Literacy rate figures in the tribal areas 
are encouraging, even impresrive, but 
never in the spectacular 90 per cent cate¬ 
gory. "When we started off, the class had 
18 students. But then, a few women died 
and others just stopped coming. In the 


end, just 10 of us attended regularly,' 
said a woman in Jijira. Of the three 
books, she has waded dirough one ant 
can sign her name. "Five months isn’ 
much," believes Chaina Ruidas (18), a« 
she clutches a baby suffering from skit 
infection. "Women have to cook. Som« 
were hugely pregnant during thos< 
months...many could not go," she said. 

O f the target group of 12 lakhs, four in 
five arc officially literate. But many 
can only sign their names and hesitantly 
read a few lines. Functional literacy ir 
still a distance away. "Some learners got 
80 per cent marks in our tests, but they 
won’t be able to write two sentences 
about a football match," says Sinha, whe 
asserts that the National Literacy Mis 
sion’s standards may not make someone 
ftinctionally literate. Amidst the achieve 
ments, there are shortcomings," claims 
Nirupmn Sen. who unerringly points i 
finger at the lack of adequate infrastruc 
tural focilities in primary schools where 
1.5 lakh illiterate children between the 
ages of six and nine have been admitted. 

The dim glow of early literacy has giv 
en the people an new awareness, a confid 
ence they never had. "In the past we hac 
to ask people to bring their children tc 
the inrununisation camps. Now, they are 
coming themselves," says Sinha. "Ever 
Muslim women who took part in the lite 
racy camps are choosing to be sterili¬ 
sed," adds Sen. 

Why has the literacy programme sue 
ceeded when so many government initia 
fives have failed? "Because it was a com 
munity project not just something the 
government did," says Burman. Everyo 
ne was involved- schoolteachers, even 
keiosene dealers and post office person 
nel, says the district magistrate. 

The six-month long adult literacy pro 
gramme for 12 lakh students was only 
Part I of the crusade. After the "mopping 
up programme," which will last a few 
months to raise the weaker areas to s 
certain standard, the post literacy pro 
gramme will begin. If the literacy pro 
^mme was teacher based, the post 
literacy programme will be leamei 
based, says Burman. Initial plans include 
having a post literacy centre in every villa 
ge. "We would like to have a reading 
room and a library in each centre. The 
centres will also be built up as develop 
ment centres for activities invoMng the 
entire village,"says Knha. 

The future of tiie neo-literates of Burd- 
wran depends on the success of the post 
literacy centres. One day, perhaps, in tiw 
near future, the last illiterate in Burdwar 
wll be able to read and write. Onfy then 
the district will emerge from the shroud 
of centuries of darkness into a radiant 
lights 
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Situated at 95 Keshab Chan¬ 
dra Sen Street near College 
Street market in north Calcut¬ 
ta, the Nababidhan Brahmo 
S^j was founded by the 
^eat Brahmo leader, Acharya 
Keshab Chandra Sen. Estab¬ 
lished in 1861, it was initially 
known as the Bharat Varshiya 
Brahmo Samaj. The Samaj 
teimie was built in 1869. 

The Nababidhan Brahmo 
San^ lus always occupied a 
significant position among the 
Brahmos. It was frequented 
by nrnie other than Sri Sri 
Ramakrishna wdio was quite 
close to Sen. In fact. Sen iuu 


would often visit the saint at 
Dakshineswar. It was the 
Nababidhan’s journal that first 
carried reports about Ramak¬ 
rishna, and the devotees of 
this Samaj held the Hindu saint 
in high esteem. TTiey even 
joined his funeral procession. 

The Nababidhm Brahmo 
Samaj has an entrance on 
either side of the gate. The 
one to the left has a marble 
plaque on which is inscribed in 
Enmsh: “Bharat Varshiya 
Brahmo Mandir, 1869”, while 
on a similar marble plaque to 
the right the same ming is 
written in Benpli. Inside, the 


prayer hall has a stone altar 
near the «stem walls. Behind 
the altar is the place for music¬ 
al instruments. Regular ser¬ 
vices are held eveiy Sunday 
evening, accompanied by the 
singing of bhajans and the hold¬ 
ing of spiritual discourses, w'lth 
devotees perched on the rows 
of wooden galleries. The hall 
leads to a verandah, sur¬ 
rounded by railings. A library 
functions from a portion of the 
verandah. To the rear of the 
building are several rooms 
occupied by those entrusted 
with the upkeep of the Samaj 
buildings. 
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TALKING SHOP 


IFRI 114 irTHl 


H as a black cal ever looked y4>u in 
the eye, yawned, and crossed 
your path, leaving you with a posi¬ 
tive ta-nsi’ of menace? Or have you 
caught sight of a moon shining in the mir¬ 
ror and dashed the offending vision from 
llv wall? Thirti^n guests at a (lining | 
table have been known to cause frantic . 
hostesses to drag strangers in from the ' 
stn'et to fill the yawning gap with a last 
ininuie I4lh mouth and so ward off bad 
luck, while Friday the 13lh has bei'ii 
immortalised to horror movie heights ,'is 
a murderous date. 

'Hiese are sui^erstitions which one 
reads about and which quite a few 
school and college going people acquire. 
People skirt edgily around equally edgy 
black cals and count heads desix rately 
in an attempt to avoid the dreaded 13. all 
in.the hope that some sort of bad luck 
will not strike. And they do it not 
because they have lived with these fears* 
but because they have in many cases, 
caught them out of the pag«‘s of a book. 
However, the siqx'rstitions ‘hat are alive 
and well in India are far more numerous 
and far mo«‘ complicated. 

Most suijerstitions have a cause or a 
reason pointing vaguely at what might 
hav(' triggered ii off in the beginning, 
'lliere were 13. says the legend, who sat 
down to dinner at the Last Supiier and 
b«vause ot what happened after the siqv 
per, all later gatherings of 13 people 
were condemned. In tlie case of black 
cats, black is the colour of the devil and 
darkness and cals are closely associated 
with witches, therefore a black cat is 
doubly unlucky. V'ery often, thanks to 
the murkiness of its past, the logic disaiv 
pears entirely behind the ritual, leaving 
scholars to scratch their heads and sik*- 
culate over possible origins. 

Tuning is vitally impori,ant (or most 
Indians Not getting there on time, 
which rarely happens, but starting on 
time, or doing a thing at the right time. 
Fv*‘ryone knows that certain months are 
s*‘l aside for wrddings while certain 
others are suitable lor shitting house in. j 
Hut not everyone knows that IK) minutes 
in wry day are Rahukaiam. Seven-thirty 
to 9.00 on Monday moniings are doo¬ 
med. so are l.,30 to 3.00 on 'ITnirsday 
afternoons and 4.30 to fi.OO on Sunday 
evenings Tuesday. Wednesday, Friday 
and Siturday are similarly afflicted. 

Kahu has no scientific explanation. It 
is simply a force which can swallow the 
sun ('i- the moon and cause eclipses and 
it is purely malevolent. Anvthing happen¬ 
ing in a time governed by Rahu is bound 
to fail Marriages ending in divorce, jour- 
eew cr.ishing into disaster. Tlierefofe 
t< li<-ver'. in Rahukaliim have a mnemo- 
I'lc lu-lp them remember which time'> 

. 1 the day are inauspicious. 


Sometimes, however, it does become 
dilficult to avoid setting out at the wrong 
lime An interview on Thursday after¬ 
noon at 2.(K) cannot simply be set aside 
with a jilea of. "Sir. the time was not 
right!" Tliere is a pnx'edure to help the 
believer avert Rahu's evil eye, by side¬ 
tracking it or changing its focus. Instead 
of setting out directly for one's destina¬ 
tion. one pretends to s<?t out for a neigh¬ 
bour's house. There, one breaks 

journey briefly and then sets out for 
one's real goal, sanguine in the belief 
that Kahu has been misdirt'cted. 


Sleep has its own set of superstitions, 
the best known being the one which 
says never sleep with your head pointing 



_ And other superstitions. 

AnjahaBjasuon wh y_ 

people belie ve in _ 

them—and don’t 

to the south. The reasons for this are two¬ 
fold. In Bengal it is said that (lanesh was 
lying with his head towards the south 
when Shiva accidentally cut it off. There¬ 
fore. anyone following Oanesh's exam¬ 
ple is likely to end up with an elephant 
head. 

Tile other explanation argues that the 
south is sacred to Yama. the god of 
death, and it is disrespectful to him to 
sleep in that position. 

.Science suggests its own reasons for 
the (irohibition. Apparently, the earth's 
magnetic field, which runs from north to 
south pole has been found to interfere 
significantly with sleep patterns, so that 
an east-west slumper path is more relax¬ 
ing in the long run. Traces of this reason 
could be what lurk in the subconscious 
of the sleep superstition. 

'Tliere are innumerable superstitions 
woven around the cutting of hair and 
fingernails. Tliese shouldn't be trimmed 
on a lliursday. the day sacred to l.aksh- 
mi, or on tlu' day of the week on which 
one was born. Neither should they be 
cut at nighi,anyone trimming hair at 
night is destined to marry a napith (bar¬ 
ber). Loose strands of hair should 
always be thrown away gummed with a 
little spit to ward off evil spirits. 

.All thes«‘ h.nve no n-al logic except for 
the fact that your hair and your finger¬ 
nails are pan of yourself and that it is foo¬ 


lish to throw away a part of yourself on 
your birthday or on a day dedicated to 
the goddess of wealth. These also have 
behind them a long history of role play¬ 
ing in witchcraft. Make friends with your 
enemy's barber, collect the trimmings 
from his last visit and throw them into a 
cauldron of hate. Your enemy is bound 
to be struck down by the power of your 
spell. At least, so the rule goes in voodoo 
or tantra. 

Sneezing in the India context is empha¬ 
tically bad luck if one is setting out on a 
journey, or .setting out to do something 
imi»nant. And not because of threaten¬ 
ed influenza. In some wedding rituals, 
esptx'ially loud music is played while the 
thali is tied around the bride’s neck, so 
that any accidental sneezes can pass 
unheard. The thing to do if caught by a 
sneeze on the way out of the house is to 
count at least up to 13 until the bad 
moment passes. But, if you are stopped 
by two sneezes, or by four, or six. then, 
according to 5iouth Indians, there is noth- 
1 ing to worry about because the paired 
sneezes cross each other out. 

And. if you happen to sneeze while 
abroad, as we all know, someone should 
exclaim, "Bless you!" or "(lesundheit." 
Not because you think the sneezer is 
in for a cold but because a sneeze 
momentarily forces the soul out of the 
body and leaves it vulnerable to the 
depredations of the devil. A quickly mum¬ 
bled blessing counteracts any chances 
of demonic possession. 

I n pre-Revolutionary China, healthy lit¬ 
tle boy babies were frequently swad¬ 
dled up to look like unwanted little 
girls. 'This, it was fell, would confuse the 
wicked spirits that were always waiting 
to pounce on the unfortunate. Indian bab¬ 
ies are usually daubed with a black mark 
of their foreheads after their sponges 
that symbolically mars their sweetness 
and so makes them less attractive to the 
forces of evil. And after a perambulation 
in the park, many ayahs return to bum 
chillies over a chula to provide ewl spi¬ 
rits with an even more pungent deterrent. 

The first joint of the little finger is nipp¬ 
ed by mothers and grandmothers after 
an excessive outpouring of praise, with a 
similar end in mind, a fleeting little pang 
of discomfort that mentally at least 
wards off a worse attack of the evil eye. 

New brides are samflarly pursued by 
black tikkas and burning chillies. Ip 
many Bengali homes, brides are made to 
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wait on the threshold while a dekchi of 
milk boils over. This is because the 
bride is a symbol of I.akshmi and the 
milk boiling over in her presence signi¬ 
fies the coming of new wealth and pros¬ 
perity to the house. 

Money is always the symbol of I.aksh- 
mi and, as a result is surrounded by ela¬ 
borate precautions. No payments are 
made in homes after the lamps have 
been lit or the lights switched on 
because, with the lighting of the lamps. 
Lakshmi has come liome for the night 
md cannot be sent out again without 
.•ruelty or without losing her affection. 
Money, therefore, cannot be sent out of 
he house at night. 

The situation could have arisen from 
f/valit times when it was difficult to tell 
he denomination of coins by a fiickering 
lame, providing both sides of the trans- 
iclion with an excellent reason for not 
osing out on the deal through a mistake 
n counting, but there is no real proof 
hat was the case. However, the plea still 
lolds good for a time intennittently affiic- 
ed with load shedding. 

Watch a new strip steel, concrete and 
rlass block going up in the neigh- 
•ourhood. Kven as you pause to admire 
be futuristic designs, the shape straight 
lut of the 21st century, your eye is 


y> be caught b., a grimace, ^ou. 
eye moves to inspect the phenomenon 
and discovers a tnimiikin complete with 
snarl and glare dangling from the laiiei. 
It has been put tltere to guard Ae new 
building from evil ria^arfrom passersby, 
functioning in the same way as the disfi¬ 
guring black dot on a baby's temiile by 
lending a touch «t incongruity to someth¬ 
ing that seems to be entirely perfect and 
desirable. 

Eclipses, since they are governed by 
Raliu, cause floods of superstition. Pregn¬ 
ant women are banned from leaving the 
house during an ec-lipse, for fear that the 
darkness will affect the unborn child. 
Tulsi is placed wherever food is stored. 
In some places gongs aiul conches are 
soundt'd to drive away whatever it is that 
has captured the sun or the moon. 

And after the eclipse passes, thou¬ 
sands bathe in tile river to cleanse tlu-m- 
selves of any lingering traces of 
darkness. 'Ihose who cannot lake a 
ritual bath at home, iicienlific authority 
maintains that radiation levels in the 
atmosphere rise significantly during 
eclipses and might actually be strong 
enough to harm foetuses or taint food; 
but tins theory is unproven. In any case, 
superstitions around eclipses have been 
part of the Indian ethos for many thou¬ 
sands of years and will continue to b«‘ so 
for many more. 

Calling someone back just as they’re 
leaving the house is part ol the cluster of 
superstitions around the subject of 
departures. So is announcing Aamiaashi 
as you’re going out, instead of saying 
Aatiii jachclv which presumably hinges 


■act that an announcement to 
> likely to ensure that rh^ pt-ison 
;ni. while a statement of positive 

.. lure could mean absence forever. 

To ask where a jicrson is going as he 
or she is leaving is absolutely taboo, 
siiii e it means that the expt'dition is desti¬ 
ned to (md in failure. 'Phis particuiar 
superstition might have arisen from the 
days when journeys were literally exp(?di- 
tions, when travellers were at (he mercy 
of bad roads, wild animals and wild men, 
and when the only nwKle of transixirt 
was by bullock cart. liors(>'oack. or by 
fool. In those days people travelled witli 
their worldly wealth on them and giving 
away the destination of one's journey 
was tantamount to inviting hijack from 
which the superstition probably arose. 

Tliere is a course of action designed to 
counteract the evils of being called back 
from the threshold or being asked 
where one is going. Tliis involves com¬ 
ing back into the room, sitting down for 
a while, then starting out again on what, 
by evil standards, becomes a totally new 
journey. 

While abroad, it is unlucky to wr the 
now moon through glass. In India, it is 
believed to be bad lurk to look nt a four 
day old moon, because young moons 
have a niisplaeed senses of humour. 
Gani'sh, says the story behind the super¬ 
stition, overstuffed himself with his 
favourite mishti one evening. So much 
so that he found it difficult to walk. TTic 
crescent m(jon, rising in the sky, saw 
him waddling gingerly home, clutching 
his potbelly, and burst out laughing. At 
which (ianesh raised his trunk in wrath 
and declared that anyone who looked at 
a four day old moon would have bad 
luck. To this day, there are people who 
take this edict scmiously and look stead¬ 
fastly at the ground on ert'seent moon 
nights. 

Most superstitions are designed lo 
ward off that intangible thing called ‘bad 
luck’. They can bc^ taken lightly, or 
sericjusly. Chinese housebuilders lak(? it 
very seriously indeed, sjiending days 
working out the favourable asp<>cts of a 
site so that those who live in the house 
will be assured of a thousand years of 
fieace and prosperity. Actors never 
quote Macbeth in the green room 
because apparently Shakesjjeare loosed 
a few genuine sjiells in th(‘ tekt. And 
many people never fly on Fridtiy the 
13th. People wear rings against it. cast 
spells against it, bring in astrologers and 
prayer. Other people simply shrug their 
shoulders and walk under the nearest 
ladder to prove a point. 

But. whether taken lightly or 
seriously, superstitions are part of daily 
life. A kind of measure of the insecurity 
of the human race.B 
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INNER HYE o 


March a I—April 20 

* * The domestic scene 
- comes into prominen¬ 
ce this week and matters will 
have to be worked out. Children, 
hobbies and creative pursuits 
gel a big boost. Finance prom- 
1^ outlets and opportunities for 
advancement. Fuse fun and en¬ 
tertainment. Health may cause a 
few hassles around the 
weekend. A transfer might ne¬ 
cessitate travel. 

~r|i] AURUS 

I April 21--May 20 
* Marriage, legal con- 

- frontation. domestic 

affairs, farming and gardening, 
chemicals and wholesale deal¬ 
ings are the mam characteristics 
of the week. Romance will be 
bitter-sweet as moods fluctuate. 
In finance, those in sales, prop¬ 
erty and management do well. 
The throat, back and the heart 
wiN cause health hazards. Hectic 
communications could lead to 
visitors or a journey. 

EMINI 

W May 21—June 20 

^ The main trends this 

- week are fanning out 

to people, places, correspond¬ 
ence. deals, a possible promo¬ 
tion and perks, those in broker¬ 
age do well. Family disputes can 
be resolved. Expect good results 
within a fortnight or so. In ro¬ 
mance, keep an even keel and 
stick to facts and figures. Your 
health could prove slightly 
troublesome. Trips and long¬ 
distance connections are 
favoured. 

ANCER 

H June 21 - July 20 

Contacts, contracts, 

_ assignments and 

commitments characterise the 
week. Many of you will be finalis¬ 
ing plans for the future. In ro¬ 
mance. be a little careful and 
diplomatic as jealousy and legal 
issues could make it tough for 
you. In finance you will be on a 
solid wicket. A journey will help 
you meet people who do matter. 


■ .1 July 21—August 21 

Health safeguards 

I-1 and a focus on home 

and expenses will help you over¬ 
come all hurdles. It is time for 
romance. Contacts, communica¬ 
tion and plans for augmenting 
your Income will be necessary. A 
disciplined life and regular meals 
will be absolutely essential for 
good health. Renovation and de¬ 
coration, shifts or transfers wlH 
prove costly. 



wv IRGO 

sf August 22—Sept 22 

• The accent is on fl- 

_ nance, secret deals, 

group activity and giving a new 
turn and direction to your work 
and life. By September the full 
significance of this new direction 
will be perceived very clearly. 
Romance will be passionate and 
rather secretive. Work pressure 
and unforeseen events could re¬ 
flect adversely on your health. 
Collaborations and knowhow en¬ 
tail correspondence and possibly 


BIRTHDAYS 


.4una 23 

' Venus conjunction Mars: This 


4uiia24 

Moon sextite Saturn; Hard work 
is the bast guarantee to sucoaaa 
as Saturn means alow, ^steady 
and sure progress. Journey and 
ceremony, sales and art, 
maoMnery and tools are detintte> 
•V emphasised. 

4imf 25 

Moon trme Jupiter; Take care of 
yotff lieatth end everything iMIt 
Ip fine. Marriage Is on ttie earda. 
uKK. the eligible and widowerse;j; 
, ’C%|3oration8 and alltanoi^jli}.’ 
those In business are 
The employed will be M.'W*' 
■ promolioo. 

4^25 

.Mercury Opposition Neptune: 
This means that you should be 
, practical and choosy. Let your 
Read rule your heart. Health r»i 


travel. Investments and ex¬ 
penses are foretold. 

IBRA 

. S«pt2S-Oct22 
• Your work will be 

_ done, so get set to 

move and be wary of get-rich- 
quick schemes and conmen. 
Favours will be granted and 
money promised. You will have 
the charm to attract people. 
Take care of your back and feet. 
Home and work pressures could 
necessitate travel or bring in visi¬ 
tors. The next 15 days will be 

mabia Alltanoas tM 

trips im also tabid. A ohahge of 
ptoa is mofi flian postbsta. 

4urMi27 

Full moon: The fub moon wilt 
mobvtts you on the work front 
and flioee In education.''Ofiga^^’ 
nisidan, feaawch and rnani^ 
mant wn gM^the beat otd m it. 
PrwnoBc^ and perks are fore- 
ifdlei. Al^ geHMHdhef is on 
"''.'the balds... T^.w«r4Mcome «' 
'pn«ntor*gn;^i#n[anL 

r '.A; 

Moon-doniunellon Nafilune: OAi 
what cornea naluraity to 
AiWM and scieRlMi will 
per as the Moon poattonij^jM^' 
fMents scienoe and 
the ails. You ooidd teeWiiiw 
from tkne to Itane. 

iT>.i|loon’ceniintta ’ 


bestonable. Be 
ifnai result wW 


specially important for domestic 
affairs Including rites and cere¬ 
monies for the dead and living. 

S '——! CORPIO 

Oct 23-Nov 22 
Pleasure and profit 

_ are the main trends 

this week. But there is a danger 
of accidents, ill-health and 
clashes. Be practical and 
businesslike. Finance promises 
opportunities and progress. The 
next 27 days are for pilgrimage, 
renovation, alteration and very 
definite changes on the domestic 
frontier. 

- AGITTARIUS 

f*>v?S-Dec20 

Loans, funds, long- 

_ distance connections, 

visitors, collaborations and a 
transfer are the week's main 
trends. Finance will involve 
buying, selling, investing and 
raising loans. Romance will be 
excellent in fits and starts as 
there are too many irons in the 
Are. Take periodic rest and try to 
keep to a schedule. The home 
and the family will have top prior- 
ity. 

-^ APRICORN 

Dec 21— Jan 19 
^ Problems will be pa- 

_ ramount. Journeys. 

ceremonies, alliances and legal 
cases are the other trends, in 
finance, partnerships, mort¬ 
gages and insurance have a cer¬ 
tain signiAcance. Romance will 
be intense but complications are 
not ruled out. Knees, teeth and 
bones may pose problems. 
Views and opinions will be ex¬ 
changed liberally. Changes at 
home, culminating arouno 
^ptember, are foretold. 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Feb 18 
Employment, loans, 

_ pets and projects all 

hit you at the same time. Your 
work area will be fully activated. 
Romance will have its ups and 
downs. Seek medical advice. 
Trav^ only if you have to. Slight 
dlslurbanoea are envisaged at 
home, so be tactful and under¬ 
stand^. 

-ISCES 

Fab IS-March 20 
The focus is on job, 
I children, grandchil¬ 
dren, hobbies and a strong 
alliance. Romance will be 
enough to keep you happy and 
chirping. Vexations and irrita¬ 
tions could undermine your 
health. Travel only if necessary 
and unavoidable. Kids give joy. 
There is renovation on the agen¬ 
da and entertainment is foretold. 
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rr^ie HdbUe Space t deecop e (HST) 
I ira« hwnched adxienl the space ahut- 
X ^ IXtoomy, on Anri 24, 1990 
eu •uoceu&dty dqiiofed me next <feqp. 
Unfortuntely, a eerioas and long-tena 
pnUeni nitti HST’s imaging petfonn an oe 
haa been ideadfied. Becaiseaftliiaprob- 
iem, BST nil not be able to acUeve ita M 
taiqgets for ima^ petfotm a nce it tbe 
near fiibae. 

Moetaevefeljrafiectedateniaiqrscien- 
tificmgraimneainmlviiigvisuala^higb- 
reaobdoa ultnviolet imaging andi die two 
mort cnidal intniments: the «ide4eid and 
pfaoetaiy camera (WF/PQ and the Mit 


doa. LeantbanlOpercemaftheabena- 
tkmcan be removed wMfa the actuators. 
The fippve of the aecondary minor cannot 
beaibuated. but die minpr can be trana- 
hled and tilted, as arel« moved toward 
or awajr from the primary. 

FlauMd oowsc rf aetioB: After die 
final alignment of the optics, die wave- 
front errors of the optical telescope 
assenfaly wil be mai^ in detal. The 
second-generation scientific mstnanents 
now beog developed could thus incoipo- 
rate compensating optics which, it is cur¬ 
rently anticmat^ could conqieteiy re¬ 
move the sphoical abenstioa 


A shutde mission to revisit HST has 
akeady been (darned for 1993. It is ooMd- 
life, for ennmfe. that die WF/PC Ow- 
rently under (fevelopment at the Jet Prop-" 

idshn Laboratory could be fitted with oat- 
rectivecvtics ^installed by that dme. It 
is Kkewise antkip^ed that the space trie- 
scope knaghig spectroipph and near- 
infrared camera and muttkidect spectro- 
gapb phoned for mstaUation in 1995 or 
1996 wl be able to acfeeve spectroscopic 
imaging and infiared perfarmance thro^ 
the additian of compensating optics. 
Prcnent scientific capabilltyt 
Abhcvsh die programme has deariy m- 


NEW VISTAS 


ahect camera (FOC). 

lie catlcal aroUei 


lie optical proUeni: ^tetical aberra¬ 
tion in the optical telesoipe assembly 
cmses HSTs anages to faO to meet sped- 
ficatiais by a facUx of seven; that h. TO 
per cent ctf the lig^t falls within an 
observed rarfins rd 0.7 arcseoond, tadier 
dan the specified radius of 0.1 arcsecoDd. 
h aaapfe terms, Igfat from the inner and 
ader edges of the ptimaiy m itror h not 
faraai^ to die,same focal plane; 


IM from dm ciaer edge comes to focus 
nmt 4 COM bdrind fm bam dm hner 
ete. Tha Umaatiaalias been demons- 
tnied is • series of images taken with dm 
wkfe-^ anfi phaetary canmn over a 
wUfe lasge of friam settingB of dm aecon- 
dira ttitxw. 

TflriS Shoar jtet dm ferity optkad sur- 
feoe Is tiwt of the prioary mirror. 
Al^ohii dm scmaqr maiar has a set of 
24 serial ma rao sppfe faeces to the 
nkwbhkk riife^ these me not wel 



























iered a m^jor setback, the Space Tele¬ 
scope Sde^ Institute and NASA are 
convinced tlsd the prospects for ooinple- 
ticniof the science pcopwmie are highly 
encouraging. TheHSTri^nowhascapa- 
faOiti^ that vastly exceed ground-based 
observatories. A vatuaUe subset of the 
HSTs scientific programme c^ be ex- 
eoAed with the telesoope even m ks pre¬ 
sent state. The result is that HST still has 
the potential to produce key discoveries in 
sev^ areas in the near ^ure, long be¬ 
fore the ^tica] flaws are fully corrected. 
The HST is an extremely versatile 
observatory in space. Despite the loss of 
image quality, many of its modes of 
observing remain lar^ly or even vdtoDy 
intact htoj^servations are possible be¬ 
cause the HS1', even in its present state, 
has unique ca^bilhks that cannot be 
matched either in space qr on the ground. 
With the remaining capabilities of the 
HST, astronomers ^ be able to do fore¬ 
front science 100 p^ cent of the tone even 
though the initial scientific emphasis must 
now be different Thus viable scientific 
pr o ga m mes will easily occupy all the time 
avanbie on HST and will return scientific 
results oi great interest and utility. 
DevelonaieBt of the HST: The HST 
concept has its origins in the writings of 
Hematm Oberth in the 1920s and Lyman 
Spkzer in the 1940s. These two scientists 
suggested that astronomy could ben^ 
grmtly frtxn a telescope that viewed the 
universe from above the Earth's obscuring 
atmosohere. In the early 1960s, and aftor 
NASA's ftxmation in 1958, intmest in¬ 
creased in astronomy as a scientific disci¬ 
pline to be pursued fr'om space and 
momentum grm for the development of a 
large orbitng telescope. 

ui 1971, NASA be^ in earnest to do 
feasibity studies of the new telescope, 
then defined as a 3-m. (10^) aperture 
tdescoK caBed the Large ^race Tele¬ 
scope. The study results wexe Givourable 
and prefiminary desigi was initiated in 
1972. During uas ph^, the mirror size 
was reduced to 2.4 m. (8 ft). The design 
stedy was continued until 1977, when 
Congress gave the approval to build and 
operate tire obsavatoiry. By this time, the 
&Bt)pem Space Agency had beeoroe a 
pictiig h the ptdect, agreeing to provide 
the Paint Obiect Cli|era. tire solar arrays, 
and staff supiMit fonbesoope operations. 

NASA adec te d two prime oaknctara 
to work on thil pniecL Agranpafsden- 
tista ana chosen to pttticmite in the de- 
sigD nd etahf opendiaaai phase of - the 



several times into tire Iste 1980s wkfa 
teleso^ devdopment problems and de¬ 
lays in the Shuttle progvnme. 

Launching of the HST made possflile the 
brggest single advance in cosinology since 
Gaueo tur^ his lenses to the sky three 
centuries ago The multi-bdlion dol^ pro¬ 
ject, adrich has battled wkb physical and 
fiiBmdal adversities for almost 20 years, 
aims towards ftimishing answers to some 
of the most frmdamental questions of ex- 
istmice: When did everything begin? How 
fast is evoythng changing and how long 
wifl aijrtiiing survive? 

Orbiting some 630 kms above the 
Earth, the IKT k an extremely sensitive 
light catcher, ready for the arrival d in¬ 
finitesimal bits of visdrie, infiatred and 
uitiaviolet energy that have travefled bd- 
licns of years through space. The HST is 
orbiting the earth eve^ 90 minutes. The 
fight ddected today originated so kmg ago 
a^ so br away thd its arrival is greeted 
with curious anticipation. Has wdcome 
messe^r can rev^ to us what the uni¬ 
verse is Gke, how it began and how it 


The jewd d the telescope, the 8-ft 
primary mirror, is deep inside the protec¬ 
tive case. The mkror is a marvd of tech¬ 
nology, large but fight weight, its pure 
ahatunhim reflecting surface thinly coated 


irith transparent magnesium fluoride, 
light entering the tdnoope strikes the 
primary mirror, is reflected frxward to the 
secanary mkror where it is r^ected 
again, retuniing down4he tdesoope and 
dsoi^lh a hote in the priinary mkror to the 
focal plane, whue the image farms. Itere. 
detedors record iamges or analyse the 
inooming ultraviolet, visibie or kifiwed 
fight iKse focal plane krstnmeiks are 
cnicid to the space observatory. 
Besents alnady received: Astro¬ 
nomers ate pointing the HST at bri^ 
otgects ki our cosmic neighbourhood ^ 
amen aimed at such targets even the 
flawed Hubble is unbeatable. A long- 
antidpated target frH- the Ihibde was the 
pboet Phito, ^ its larger satdfite, Char¬ 
on. Tire monbers d the Faint Object 
Camera .sdenoe team did not disappoint. 
They made Phito the first solar system 
objcd to be observed by the HST. Pluto is 
re^ difficult to study firam earth as k is 
so smaD and distant. Smder than earth’s 
moon and located fru^ across tire solar sys¬ 
tem, Phito never qrpears more than a fr^ 
point d fight to ground-based observers. 
And Phtto is the only planet in the solar 
system that has nd yet been visited fry a 
spacecraft. Pkito and Charcm have never 
appeared truly distinct on a phdograph 


ahxiunium reflecting surface thinly coated j until they were phdographed with the 

As seen from Earth through a 200-in. telescope at Mount Palamore, USA, Pluto’s 
clearerimageof both objects when seen through the Hubble 












Faint Ofai^ Camera of the HST, which 
deafly ^ the two objects. Earth-based 
astronomers discovert Phito’s moon, 
Charon, as a bump on the dwarf planet’s 
side. The Hubble has now made a far 
clearer ima^ bodi the oigects. 

The first image taken of Saturn showed 


detaOs never before captured on ground- 
based photographs. In late September 
1990, a laiw white spot anisued on 
Saturn's surnce. This was the first larg^ 
scale atmospheric eruption on the planet in 
the past 60 years, and astronomers 
wantM to observe it through the sharp 


I Charon appears a a bump rm the dwarf planet’s side and (right) a far 



aDowed researchers to study the motions 
and votical growth of the doud in unpre¬ 
cedented detail, a key step towards under- 
handing what triggers these atmospheric 
events. 

The dosest galaxy to die Mdky Way— 
the Large MageBanic Cloud (LMC)—dso 
held several good targets for the HST. 
And two of the mote successful observa¬ 
tions were objects in the LMC: Super¬ 
nova 1987A and the R136 star Cluster. 
The Faint Object Camera captured the 
dbtkal rng that surrounds Supernova 
19B7A to a lesdutian of 0.1 arcsecond— 
br better than ground-based telescopes 
can do. 

On December 13,1990, Mars posed for 
the IhAble telescope whm it was 85 nd- 
fion Ions finm Ea^ It was a stunning 
image captured bv the wide-field and 
phaka ry camera of the HST. 

And so the Hubble Space Telescope is 
aKve and though not exactly weO, certiui^ 
not paralyaed. Compared to the luge in- 
vostments already made in the HST, the 
efiait involved in conecdiv die optiod 
aberrations is small Likewise, the dday 
untfi ddivery of WF/PC 0 is short cans- 
laopri to ohnaed 15-year duration of the 
prefect Keeping this perspective in mind, 
t is mportant to keq> oio' eyes on the 
future and work difigendy to reafise the fid 
poteodd of the space observdory which is 
stl a fid^ viable goal We are to fit 
nind that die Hubble cai stil take picturea 
thatfiaproveMvimdmtandfiigaftfaeuiii- 
verse m some of them are also beaudfuL 


Tbe author is the ftxmerdkector Of 
POfiltioisdAsUooomy Centre, govemmeat 
afbj^SBdaauTa^thesaaor 
saeati^naestAtSvaioa, BtbPIsaetsrkw. 
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C alcutta’s chann probaUy 
lies in the feet that it 
never ceases to inspire. 
Stooping with age, stuped in 
imotniny, burdened with its 
myriad problems that will al¬ 
ways ding Mice fleas to a mangy 
mongrH Calcutta exudes a 
warmth in its dmascuro that 
is stnmgel]^ inviting, especially 
for the artist 

From tiK time of Thomas 
Daniell in the 18th century, fol¬ 
lowed by countless others, the 
"port dty" has been portrayed 
in an array of moods. The 
medium, however, has mostly 
been restricted to painting, or 
dcetches, it is only recently 



‘ Cloth and Silk Merchants’, a lithograph by Mrs Belnos, 1832 




that attemjrts have been made 
in more mtricate and 
challenging dimensions. A 
0 oup of artisans have now 
wndied an ambitious plan to 
recreate Calcutta of the ISth 
and early 19th centuries in ter¬ 
racotta, or burnt clay. 

'The intrkades of working 
with a medium Ore clay spe^s 
volumes for the effort faelmid 


Prabhas Sen, honorary chief 
advisor of the unit, a team 
comprisn^ nearly 25 persons 
have toiled untiringly for 
months to make the exhMkm 
a success. The team takes re¬ 
fuge behind a mask of anonym¬ 
ity, no one is klentifled ("be¬ 
cause we aD contrfoute equal¬ 
ly, and work just as hard’7 and 
tiu idea, conceived in July 



Nextfi 


Its 


t, Terra Cottal will hold 




1850. A preview 


PhBtogmphs: KlshM* Roy Chowdhury 



the venture, not to mention 
their dedre to be as true to die 
original works of Daniell, 
Oiarles D'Oyiy and Mrs Bel-'^ 
nos which form the basis fin 
the intricate pictorial relief mu¬ 
rals and pbq^. From July 5 
to 21, Terra Cottal (at 1S8/2A j 
hince Anwar Shah Road) ail 
hold its first thenie4)aaod.<9i-: . 
hiUtion, Calcutta 
covering, {iriinarilv, the pt^aa 
between ItTO and 1850. . 

Under the dkectkia of driut 


1990, is said to be the brain- 
did of all those bivolved 
A peek into the gallery diat 
is be^ prepared for the pro¬ 
ject is enlightening. Viewing 
the mtricate murals, based on 
fitliograph8andniaps,itis(fiffi- 
cult to inagine that hoe is foe 


cunsmaaon at apecuniy pre¬ 
pared aAd gndbd commcni 
chOr< ASftxSftpictoriilrdid 
is strikmiy siflnbr to Mrs Bek 
nos'a^ of 11832 depicting 
traders in foe dor- Even more 
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mtricate is the relief map of 
Calcutta, dated as for back as 
1784, which is done to scale. 
The third mural comprises 15 
“tiles", each measuring a 
squne loot ad depictiag a city 
landmark. These places of in¬ 
terest, such as the High 
Court, the Planetarium, the 
Victoria Memorial, the GPO 
and others, have been simpli¬ 
fied to the point of immediate 
recognition, rather than being 
authoitic deletions. 

The pictonal relief plaques 
are ot two kinds; high relief 
and engravings. Four types of 
either category wifl be on dis¬ 
play, deh^tftiAy true to the 
original lithogr^ihs dqueting 
damnig girls, ports or “Cher- 
mghee” as it was in 1792. 

The sculptures, too, are 
tempting, especially the 
“Baboo series" of Guiesb— 
OGOin^ vrith dboti and pahn 
fon. Eadi is varied in mood and 
posture, afl most endearing. 
Not to be outdone, there is die 
jamian'%idwo*, aemHrealistic 
a a sQffised form, overlooking 
theGneab^iiies&nnalife- 
fte 5 ft 6 In. The baboo, we 
ae toU, wto iAienoed by the 
iwflipHi mn. 

Ut maa^ aedkai of the 
jdIhiFsiiBvefc acidptuial 0000 - 

fiflttiDDBB 9B bQUT dfefiflDnCfr*** 

mniliniinion (tne^jMBs dk 


elephant, the elaborately de¬ 
signed shv); precessions (siKh 
as the wine-server and the hui- 
pi&r); the inefian elite (the 
Maha^ m regal splendour) 
and Enj^sh tra&rs and aebni- 
nistratffls. 

The only common factor 
seems to be the colour of 
burnt d^. but even there, one 
can dec^ier variety. For inst¬ 
ance, the baboo’s brad is light¬ 
er in shade than his torso, the 
Ganesh's kuita is darker than 
his trunk. The master touches 
are there—for the experi¬ 
enced eye. 

The effort behind the finer 
details is only to overreach the 
mundane a^ect <C day. Tor- 
raootta, aft» all, is nothii% 
new; it is a foOc art that is still 
alive in Bengal villages, 
steeped in tradition that is 
thousands of years old. To 
transcend this, Terra Cottal 
insists of tedn^ superiority 
and stakes daon to an “aesthe¬ 
tic monitoring system". 
Phasedout motifo are nevm; 
nmeated, to avoid stagnatioa 
whatever may be the secret of 
their success, the eidiixtion 
wil stand witness to their pain- 
stakmg diligence, »id hear, 
one lilies, testimony to tiie 
standards they have bA them- 
sdves. 
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All In format Ian given 
on these pages is 
accurate aUhe time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 
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shorn. 

AflmIqrVimalKiBW, atoning 
GavindSt Johi Chawla, Shakti 
Ktpoor and Kader Khan. The 
nancisby Rsjedi RDsban. 

• KarhaaQ: Majestic (RaG 
Ahmed Kkhrai Ron4 242266)—4 
shows. 

Sunil Dutt, Salman Khan, Kabir 
Bcdi, Rohn Hattangady. Gulshan 
Gfover and Ayetha are the 


fdodpal attractions in Oss fifan, 
dncted by DeeinA Bahry. tlie 
nmaic is by Anand MM. 
a Ifaia PyaaM How (A): New 
Qneroa (Lenin Sacini; 27D147>—4 ■ 


The flm Stan JayareUia, Jayab- 
lifaa and Jaydevaa 
a Meew Baur (A): Jyoti 
(Lenin Saraoi; 241132), Naaa 
(Losrer (Ailiwr Road; 277273), 
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Site 


a KaaowKiZabJeoRPlandiae 

(Bentinck Street; 28S442). 
mbhat (Chtttannian Avenue; 
3907ffi)~4 ahows; CUiaya (APC 
Bbad; 3513829, Madhidian (Regent 
Mi>-3afaDirs. 
Theftia jtocted jv P. LNnh- 
JmPra- 

Rli BhbiMr. Snapaa, Aanpan 
Rher, Ifteihr, Om Shmwi aad 
Pt!ee(i%BB. 1 h o arnie tohy Lk* 
nrinat PjfaNsaL « 

a Ian Chnlpa Bad: Reay 
(ChoaiMKa 28413B>-4 


Hfiiinlliw dwn 

IVWV 



MRInwClMdnaboaiyMGaatfwBi in ^wHuaCShorf Chart 


Kalika (Sadaaaada Road'; 
TSBMU-t shows. 

Hmted by P. Chandra Xamar 
and wfehanMC by Nicesh Sfapma, 
the fifan stars Rupa Canity, 
Poonam Das (mpta, Om PurL 
Shakti Kapoor and debutant Vir- 
lam Raidu 

a IMDiays; Efite (S.N. Ban^ 
Road; 241383), Pumascee (^ 
Raj Kisaen Street; S54033), Pkiya 
(Rariibefaari Avenue; 464440). 

Jadde Shrofi, Madhuri Dint. 
Ja^ Jatfaey and Laxmikant Berde 
coaprise the main cast of fills fikn, 
directed by Faitho Ghosh. The 
naoic is by Raam laxman. 
a Pyar Hu Chari Chorl: 
(kient (Bentinck Street; 281917), 
Lotus (S.N. Banerjee Road; 
242664), Grace (Mdabna GandU 
Road; 391090), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdaa Bhaduri Street; 
SS2270), Menoka (Sant Chstter- 
Avenur, 410417), Iiidin (Indn 





Kaabaia Main Road; 363264). 

Mitfaun Chakraboity and de¬ 
butante Gauthami are the lead pair 
in fins flm. Others co-starring are 
ShSdia Swaroop, Aimpam Kher, 
Sbafi inamdar, Smbha Khote and 
Shakti Kapoor. The On is directed 
by K. Bspaiah and the music is by 
i iinwfafit rysoiL 


a Bader Meye doou: Riqten 

(Bidhan Sarani; 553413), Anna 
(Mdiatma GmdBii Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
474686)—1, 4, 7. 

One of file faigBiSt hits in recent 
tinvn, fins Bacffasioah production 
stars Qmaqieet and A^ Ghosh. 
Ofiim co-Rarring are Saduddi n . 
Didir, NanrKhan, Abbas, Soma, 
Ananuka, SuUiendu, Amarnatb 
ad Bulnd. The fira h dkected by 
Matiynr Rehman Panu and the 
tame is Iqr Abu Taher. 
a Neelltuye Nani: Prachi 
(Adwrya Jagadiah Chandra Boae 
Road; 271282)-2,5.7.45, 
na (Bidhan Sinsii; SSB080), Plinia 
(S.P. Middieiiee Road; 474567)- 
2.30, &30, AIS. 

Directed by ibresh Chatterjee 
and with music by &mpan Chakn- 
botqr, the chief s ttc a c tions of tUs 
An «e TipM PanL fanlniiii lU- 

QBbp 9rMRI JnU|IKnQCss SwPBBHBl 

Cbatteriw, Anamika Saha and 


a Path O Praaluid: Minar 

Sarani; 552753), Bfjoii 










ly. Runu Guhathakurta, Kalyani 
Mcndal, Dilip Roy, Anui Baneijee, 
Satya Bandopadh^y and Master 
Kintu. The music is by V. Balsara. 

NEW RELEASES 



• Prem Qaidi: Metro (Chowr- 
inghee Road; 280141), Gem (AJC 
Bose Road; 249828), Jtgat (APC 
Road; 365108), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 391090), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhaduri 
Street; 552270), Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteijee Avenue; 410417), Naaz 
(Lower Chiipur Road; 277273), 
Kalika (Sadananda Road; 758141), 
Malancha (Regent Park). 

Harish and Karishrna are the 
lead pau in this iilm, directed by K. 
Mur^ Mohana Rau. The music is 
by Anaou Milind. 

• Ramgarh Ke Sholay: Roxy 


(Chowringhee Place; 284138), 
Crown (R^ Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
244822), Basusree (S.P. Mukher- 
jee Road; 484808), Moonlight 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 254956), Sree 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551515), Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 350680), 
Bina (Bidhan Saraiu; 311522). 

Amjad Khan is the mam attrac¬ 
tion in this film, directed by Ajit 
Dewaiu. 


Speciiil Kvents 


23 June: 3 pm & 6.30 pm 

Padatik Repertory presents the 
Hindi play, Sakharam Binder, 
based on the man-woman rela¬ 
tionship and with Kuibhushan 
Kharbanda in the lead. Written and 
directed by Vijay Tendulkar and 
Shyamanand Jalan. respectively, 
others in the cast aie Chelna Jalan, 
Shakil Khan, Pradip Roy and 


Baishakhi Maijit. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284302). 

23 June onwards 

An exhibition of oil and acrylic 
paintings by Shyamal Mukheijce. 
Anjan Dobey. Dipti Cliakrabarti 
and Gopinath Das. Alsu, Dhiraj 
Choudhury's recent works in oO 
will also be on display. The exhibi¬ 
tion will continue till July 14. 

At Gallery BF 14 (BF-14. Sec¬ 
tor 1, Salt Lake). 

23-27 June: 3 pm - 8 pm 
An exhibition of paintings, or^- 
nised by the West Bengal Artist 
Federation, in the North Gallery. 
23-27 June: 4 pm • 8 pm 
An exhibition of drawinj^. 
painting and graphics by Suchis- 
mila Ghatak and Dibyendu Bliadra 
in the New South Gallery. 

24 June onwards: 3 pm - 8 pm 


A week-long exhibition of pamt- 
ings by the students of Sunday 
Pmnters in the South Gidlety. 

• A week-long exhibition of paint- 
mgs by the studrats of Chitrangan 
m die New Gallery. 

25 June onwaros: 3 pm • 8 pm 
A week-long exhibition of paint-' 
ings by Prabal Pramanik in the 
West Cjallery. 

28 June onwards: 3 pm • 8 pm 

A week-king eidiibition ot paint¬ 
ings and sculptures, organised by 
Sadarsha, in the North Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

27 June: 6 pm 
Krishnakah presents a cultural 
programme, featuring Suchitra 
Mitra. Purabi Dutta, Apama Sen, 
Tulsi Roy and Shyamal Saha. 

At Sisir Mancha (1 AJC Bose 
Road). 


IMani's 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura timet ara for Calcutta. Figuraa in brackata denote the 

days, 1 being Monday. 


International 


Calcutta-Bombsy-London-New 

York: Dop. (2): AI-101 at 0230. 
Bombay-CalcuUa-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1915; 
Dap. (5)- Al-306 at 3020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bomtay: Arr. (6): Al-30e at 1910; 
Dap. (6):AI-309at«025. • 

Londort-Mhl-Calcutta: Arr. (7): 
AM32/1328 at 1230. 

* MoBCowi-Sharlah-CaicutIa: Arr 
(4). SU-537 at 1525. 

‘ Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
Dap. (4): SU-53B at 1725. 

* Moscow-Taahkont-Karaehl- 
Calcutta-Haiiol: Arr. (2): SU-541 
at 0640; Dap. (2): SU-541 at 0750, 

* Hanol-Calcutta-Karachl- 
Taibkairt-Motcow: Arr. (2); SU- 
542 at 1615; Dap. (2); SU-542 at 
181.5. 

Amman-Calcutta; Arr. (4): RJ-184 
8t 0645. 

CalCut^Amman: Dap. (S); RJ- 
165 at 0530. 

+ Buehoroat-Abu Ohabl- 
CaloutMangkok: Air. (1): RO- 
063 at 1045; Dop. (1): RO^ at 
1200 . 

+ Buigkok-Calcutta-Abu DhaM- 
Bueharaai: Arr. (1): RO-064 at 
1945; Dap. (1); RO064 at 2100. 
Caleutta-SIngapora: Dap. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1130 and Oep. (4): SQ- 
420 811310. 

SIngapora-Calcutta: Arr. (2): 60- 
416 at 1025 and Arr. (4): SQ-420 at 
1210 . 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dap. (2.4. 7); 
IC-731 at 0900; Oep. (1,3, 6). TG- 
314 at 1355. 

Bangksk-Caleuna: Arr. (2, 4, 7); 
IC-ra2 at 1500; Arr. (1, 3. 6): TQ- 
313 at 1240. 

PalcuMa-K a thmandu: Dap. (2. 4. 


6, 7): IC-747 at 1600; Dep. (1. 5): 
RA-214 at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr (2, 4, 
6, 7): IC-748 at 1930; Arr. (1, 5); 
RA-213 at 1355. 

Calcutia-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3.5,6): 

10723 at 1340, Oep. (1, 2. 3.4,5. 
6): BG-002 at 1305. Dap. (7): BG- 
096 Id 1820, Oep. (5.6): 00-096 at 
1935, Oep. (1, 2, 3, 4): BG-098 at 
2020 . 

Ohaka-Calcutla: Arr. (1, 3, 5. 6); 

10724 «t 1600, Arr. (1, 2, 3. 4, 5. 
6); BQ-091 at 1225, Arr. (7): BO 
095 at 1710, Arr. (5. 6); BG-095 at 
1856, Arr. (1, 2, 3. 4): BQ-097 at 
1940. 

Calcutta-Chlttagong: Dep. (2, 5); 
BG-698 at 0905. 

Chlttagong-Caleutta: Arr (2, 5); 
66-697 at 0825. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep, (2). KB-106 
at 0900; Arr. (2): KB-105 at 0800. 


Ddiiiestic 


AMndIa 

Caleutm-Bornbay: Dep (2) Ai- 
101 at 0230. 

Dalhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI-1326 
at 1230. 

Mian AMinaa ■■■Mi 

Caleutta-Oelhl: Oep. (dally). lO 

263 at 0700 and 10402 at 1750; 
Arr. (daily): 10401 at 1205 and IC- 

264 812;^. 

Caleulta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
I0176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 2000; 
Arr. (daily): 10274 at 1900 and IC- 
175 at 0800 

Calcutta-Madraa; Dep. (1,2,3,4, 
5, 7): 10765 at 1700, Oep. (6): 
10265 at 1700; Arr. (1. 2. 3, 4. 5. 
7); 10766 at 2210. Arr. (6): 10266 
812205. 

Calciitta-Bangalora: Oep. (1,2,4, 


Printed here le the regular Indian Airlines schedule. Thie 
is, however, subiect to change. Pansengere are edvlaed 
to keep track of ennouncemente made by Indian Airlines 
In the press. For assistance, they may contact (city office) 
263390,264433, 262415, 262546, 262657 and 262909, and 
(airport) 569433, 569637, 569841, 267007 and 204433. J 

■to 


6, 7): 10771 at 0620; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 
6, 7): 10772 at 1200. 
Caicutta-Ranchl-Patrie- 
Lu^ow-Oelhl: Dep (daily): lO 
410 at 0615. 

Oalhl-Lucknow-Patna-Ranchl- 
Caleutta: Arr. (daily): IC-409 at 
1545. 

Calcutla-Guwihatl: Oep. (daily); 
IC-229 at 1340. Dep. (1. 3, 5, 6); 
10729 at 0730; Arr. (daily): 10230 


Ex-Sarvloaman’a Coach Ser- 
vtee (AMInea Houae to CaF 
cwtte Airport): Oepartures 
from Airlines House at 4.30 am, 

5.30 am, 7.15 am, 9.30 am, 

11.30 wn, 2.15 pm. 3.15 pm 
and 5.45 pm. Dmanurea from 
Calcutta Airport depends upon 
the arrival of the Nights. 


Caleutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (1*^ 
221 at 1300, Dap. (2, 3, 4, 

10221 St 1100; Arr. (1); l|^ “ 
1520, Arr. (2. 3, 4.5.6, 
at 1^0. 1 X 

Catcutla-Olbrugarh: "i 
6, 6, 7): 10201 at 1^' <*' 

4, 5. 8, 7): IC-202jpSi. 
Calcutts-Sllchf^f^SJ fdalTvV 
(dally): 10256 at ’ 

Or !' '^257 

al1130:Ar’ '^267 at 

“‘••'‘“•'•r-Nsgpur- 
<^ICUtt.f Dep. (3, s, 6): lC-»9 
(3, 5. 6): 10270 at 

2p4i^ulMneawar: Dep, ( 1 , 
Cf! I02ra at 1650; Arr. (1, 2, 

210270 at 1910. 
."J^-Hjttlsrabad; Dep. ( 1 , 2, 
):IC-277af 1720;Arr. ( 1 . 2 , 4 
10278 at 2210. 

^eutta-Vlahakipatnam 


at 1630, Arr. (1, 3, 5, 6 ): 10730 at 
1030. 

Calcutta-Agartata: Dep. (d^):r..n«Hapa(nam- 
10741 at0^ and 10743at ISSO'Madras: Dep. (i. 2 4 6 )-at 
Ait. (daily): IC-742 at 1055 and 1C 1000. 

744 at 1850. ( Madras-Vlehakapatnam- 

Wcutts; Arr. ( 1 , 2 . 4 , IC-541 at 


Caleutts-Poit Blair: Dep. (2,4 
10285 at 0530; Arr. (2. 4. 6' 
286 at 1000. : 

Calcutta-Poit Blalr-Car f*)' 
Dep. (1); IC-287 at 0530 
10288 at 1220. 
Calcutta-Tsipur'^ at 
Cateutta: Dep. {2, f If 
1130. Dep. (3. 5 .J’1526. 
0600; Arr. (2. 4) |455. 1 

Arr. (3, 5, 7): 103 


Vayudoot 



Caleutts-Shlilong-Agartsis- 
Calcutta: Dep. ( 1 , 3 , 5. 6); PF -701 
810710. Dap. cJ): PF-701 


•Notraflleilgti»OBti!abM(a-8tia»lah-CalouaaanclCiioui»-Kiraohl-Tmr*an«-CWei)aa. +^11^11011 


■Ai»Begiwli-CateMiaaiWCaloi4laAeu Dti^ 
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Arr (1 } 5 6) PF 702 at 1120 
Arr (7) PF 702 at 1620 
Calcutta-Agartala>Sllchar Dep 
(7) PF729A 810710 Arr (7) pf 
730Aat 1140 


Calcutta-Jamahedpur Dep (1 2 

3 4 5 6) PF 717810630 Dep (2 

4 6) PF^ 717Aal 1330 Arr (1 2 

3 4 5 6) PF-7l8at0825 Arr (2 

4 6) PF718Aat 1525 


Calcutta'Agartala-Aizawl Dep 
(2 4 6 7) PF 705 at 0855 Arr (2 
4 6 7) PF 706 at 1300 
Calcutta-Agartala-Alzawl- 
Calcutta Dep (1 3 S) PF 705A 


I rams 


at 1250 Arr (1 3 5) PF-706A at 
1635 

Calcutta-Cooch Bahar Dep (i 
3 5) PF 707 at 0855 Arr (1 3 5) 
PF-70B at 1150 


Dapartura 


2311 16K)0 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 
Howrah uma n 

Oathl-Kalka Mall 8-30 2S 

Amritsar Mall 8-05 3( 

Bombay Mall via Allahatiad 13-15 3C 

Alr-Conit. (Now Delhi) Ex- 18-00 2S 
proaa via Gma-Varanasi 
Dep—Tuee Iwra A Sat 
Arr—Wad Fri & Sun 

Alr-Cond. (Now Oalhi) Ex- 18-00 22 

waaa via Patna 

Dep—Mon Wad FrI & Sun 

Arr—Mon Tuea Thurs 8 Sat 

RaJdhanI Expiaaa 5 days a 11-30 22 

woek 

Dap—-Mon Tuea Thurs Fn 8 
Sun 

Arr—Tuea Wed Thura Sat 8 
Sun 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Ex- 11-10 2S 

preaa Tii-WWy 

Dep—Tuea Frt 8 Sat 

Arr—lues Wed 8 Sat 

Purbanohal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 4-15 2E 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN 
RAILWAY 


Dep—Mon 8 Thurs 
Arr—Thurs 8 Mon 
Doon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan &i- 
preaa via Mam Line 
AmrHaar Expraaa 
Delhi ExpraM via Main Line 
Delhi Janata Expiaas via 
Main Line 
Lucknow Expresa 
MIthlla Expiaaa 
ICai«ehan)unga Expraaa 
Kamrup (Ouwahatl) Expraaa 
Black Otamond Eiqpraaa 
CoalfWd Expraaa 
Aaansot Expiaaa 
DaiMpur EiqMasa 
North Bihar Expresa 
Dep—Wednesday 
Arr—Friday 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Expiaaa 
Dap— Tuea Thurs 8 Sat 
Ans-Mon Thurs 8 Sal 
Sanllnikalan Expraaa 
Chamkat (Gwalior) Eivraaa 
Dep— Sat 8 bun 
Arr—Tuas 8 Wed 
Bhipra (tatdore) Expraaa 
Dep-Tuaa 8 Wed 
Arr—Sat 8 Sun 
ShaktIpunI (Ctiopan) Expraaa 
Dep 8 An—Mon 8 Fn 

Qorakh^r Expraaa 
Dep 8 Arr —Sunday 

Saaldah 

Dar)aallng Mall 
Qour Eniaaa 
Jammu-fawt Expiaos 
Mughal Saral ExpraasL via 

SBQ Loop 

BhagiralM (LalgOia) Expraaa 
Chhwra E«prm Tri-waaMy 
O^^Ar^od Frt 8 Sun 


8-30 

8-05 

2312 

3006 

Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Tima 

On 

13-15 

3004 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

18-00 

2382 

8002 

19 20 

Bombay Mall wa Nagpur 

8-00 

8001 



2860 

12-36 

Qltan|all (Bombay) Expiaas 

15 05 

2859 



8034 

20-20 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

5-05 

8033 

18-00 

2304 

8030 

2841 

11-30 

14-30 

Bombay ExpraM via Nagpur 
Coramandai (Madras) Ex- 

15-50 
11 50 

8029 

2842 



2611 

22-35 

prsM 

Bangalora Expiaas 

13-45 

2612 





Dep—Tues 



11-30 

2302 

8013 

17-30 

Arr—Sun 

Tata Steel Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 



8011 

6-10 

Ispat ExpraM 

22-30 

8012 



8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Exeims 

Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 

7-30 

8006 



8015 

21-40 

6 0S 

8016 



8007 

22-00 

Purl ExpraM Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

11-10 

2374 

8409 

19-35 

Jagannath (Purl) ExpiMS Via 
Nara) 

7-45 

8410 



2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (BhubanMwar) Ex- 

piaM 

21 20 

2822 

4-15 

2548 

8079 

23 20 

Tliupall Exprc 

4-15 

8080 



8045 

11 10 

East Coast (Hyoerabad) Ex- 
prsM 

14-55 

6048 



8017 

16-45 

Purulla ExpraM 

11-20 

8016 

7-20 

3010 



Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 



18-15 

3006 

2602 

22-35 

Ouwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central ExpraM 

22-15 


15-45 

3050 



Monday only 



6-10 

3012 

— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

13-45 

2601 

5-30 

3040 



• Quwahatl ExproM 

Saturday only 



11-65 

3020 

— 

14-10 

Cochin HSibour Termlnus- 

13-45 

2649 

5-00 

3022 



Guwahatl Weakly ExpraM 



20-50 

2558 



(via ViMkhapatnam 8 Howrah) 



6-30 

6660 



Thursday oniy 



21-25 

3318 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

10-30 

3030 



Terminus Weakly ExpiSM 



8-45 

3036 



(via Howrah 8 Viaakhapt^m) 



frGS 

3032 



Saturday only 



11-10 

3026 

2652 

22-35 

CoeMn Harbour Taimlnua 
Suparfast ExpraM (via 
Visakhapatnam 8 MadrM) 

13-45 

2651 

6-00 

3072 

2674 

22-35 

Dep—Fn 8 Sun 

Arr—TuM 8 Frt 

Ouwahatl Bangalore CHy 
Weekly ExpraM (via Howrah 

22-15 


15-40 

3016 





7-30 

2160 



8 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 



7-30 

1172 

— 

14-10 

Bangalora CMy-Ouwahatl 
Wooidy ExproM (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 





8 Cuttack) 

Monday only 



7-30 

3328 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Coehin Haiteur Ter¬ 
minus weakly ExprsM (via 

22-15 


7-30 

2182 



Howrah) 

Thuraday only 



10-40 

5050 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tormlraia- 
Pabia WaaMy ExpraM (via 
Howrah) 

Wadnaaday only 

13-45 

2609 

8-45 

3144 







ENQUIRIES: For round the dock lirformatlon of Eaatam Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 203845-84 for In-coming tralna, 203835-44 (or 
all other Information. For Information alMui laaorvatlone on 
Eastern and South Eaatam Railways trains, dial 203800 (from S 
am to 9 pm on waakdaya and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazottad holidays) 
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JUNIOR WHIRL 6 Hal Kaufman 


STAND BYI “M»», Mnra MNn* lor mo," Myo Slo, olandlng by, 
■bovo. Draw linos from dot to dot to eompMs aoono. 


o WAY FARE! Draw a straight line approximately S 
inches north, veer southwest 1 ’/i inches, turn due east 1 
inch Resulting hgure will reveal number ol cardirtal 
points on a compass. 

moi s* iOM«uy 


I^CITY 6_CITY 
2_CITY7_CITY 
3_CITY8_CITY 
4_CITY9_CITY 
S_CITY10_CITY 


CITY-LIMIT WORD RX 
Look lor those "aiies" in a otidton- 
aiy, but not In an atlas Ex: No. 1 is 
CAPACITY Go on 

1. Full-house dty. 

2. Honesty city. 

3. Stlok-to-it city. 

4. Media hype city. 

6. Speed rate city. 

6. Hard-to-set city. 

7. Smartsville cHy. 

8. Double-deal city. 

9. Gluttonous cHy. 

10. Chutzpah city. 

Choices' (a) vetocily, (b) audac¬ 
ity, (c) sagacity, (d) publicity, (e) 
veracity. (1) duplicity, (g) scarcity, 
(h) voracity. (0 capacity, 0) tenacity 

'•--9 ‘p-^ 


o TAIL SPiNI Katz's Pat 
Shop hat 33 klttam. That* 
art flva loits-lailad and 
three ehort-taHad metee, 
IS lonp'tailed and 10 
•hort-talled femalae. in 
addition, there'e the Katz 
family kitten., a ferttale 
Manx, with no tail at all. 

Oueetlon: Hdw many 
maiet end female* in the 
lot? Answer in 1 min. 

satnuiOj tm-Atuam 'nviu luSi^ 






CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six diHer- 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them'» Check answers with those below 

fiuwsitu SI inpuns g Buintiu si ung S jauour si IISM 
y ieuous SI |ici mi C i*uxi»i|S si itumi “U 2 Buitsiui m ufts t sesuajaiiia 


. on your nose la not aaav 

ONTHE NOSEI Alaliazam,balancinp 3—Yellow. 4—Lt 

Add Iheea colore: l—iNed. 2—UJwn. 8~4}k. green 
S—Fleah lonee. 8—U. .preen. 7 ' 


SPEl 


SCORE to points lor uslrr*” 
letters m the word heir 
two complete words 
RAWBOK 
-' - - - ^h for all 
THElIl score 
words 0* tour 
found among ft w pomts. 

Try' It ster'^ sieesou 






















invented ttte 

■V American national 
mme of baseball? Ans; 
Abner Doubleday," writes 
Samir Shah, Calcutta 13. 

^ This story was passed 
down as the gospel truth by 
famous US sportcaster Bill 
Stem, and though It has 
absolutely no basistn fact, it 
is irresistible; 

"Abraham Lincoln is lying 
near death following the 
shooti^ at Ford’s Theatre. 
With his ciosest advisers 
gathered around him, he 
cails over Major General 
Abner Doubleday. ‘Abner’ 
whispers Lincoln, ‘don’t... 
let... baseball... die.’ And 
with those final words, Lin¬ 
coln goes down swinging.” 

As writer Art Hill had it, if 
that story is true, Ooubleday 
would have probably replied, 
“What’s baseball?” for 
Ooubleday is not the man 
who Invented buOball but 
rather the man whom base¬ 
ball Invented. He was a re¬ 
markable man, to be sure, a 
West Point graduate who 
sighted the nrst gun fired at 
Foit Sumter. He died in 1893 
before anyone got around to 
asking him if he was, indeed, 
the inventor of baseball. He 
certainly made no such 
claim. 

The myth about his youth¬ 
ful inventivmess in Cooper- 
atown. New York, wasn’t 






__ 11th Ou9$tlon: Which British ceremony Is 

known as the ‘Silent Change’? (Arun Gos- 
wami, 66 West Rabindra Nagar, Calcutta 
700065) 

Ana: Handing over ceremony of the office 
of the Lord of Mayor of the city of London. 
No word is spoken except the declaration. 
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actually concocted until 
1907, when Albert Spalding 
formed a commission to dis¬ 
cover the game’s true ori¬ 
gins. The basis for the 
group’s finding was, in the 
words of the official report, a 
circumstantial statement by 
a “reputable gentleman". 
The reputable gentleman, an 
octogenarian mining en¬ 


gineer named Abner Graves, 
said that when he was a lad 
in Cooperstown in 1839, 
Abner Ooubleday once drew 
a diagram of a diamond for a 
game of “Town-Ball" in a far¬ 
mer's pasture. Commission 
chairman Mills, a civil war 
veteran, who happened to 
have served under Double¬ 
day, wrote; “I can well under¬ 


stand how the orderly mind 
of the embryo West Pointer 
would devise a scheme for 
limiting the contestants on 
each side and allotting them 
to tiekf positions, each with a 
certain amount of territory." 

Not exactly an iron-clad 
case, especially given the 
fact that Ooubleday was 
actually attending West 
Point at the time ne was sup¬ 
posed to be inventing base- 
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As for the true origins of 
the baseball, there are two 
schools of thought as there 
are for the origins of life it¬ 
self; creation versus evolu¬ 
tion. Many scholars maintain 
that a bank clerk and volun¬ 
teer fireman named Alexan¬ 
der Jay Cartwright invented 
baseball. Spalding himself 
referred to Henry Chadwick, 
the game's first great sport- 
swriter, as “the father of 
baseball”. But Chadwick 
knew the game was derived 
from cricket and rounders. 

As early as 1796, Jane Au¬ 
sten mentioned a game of 
baseball in Northanger 
Abbey, and this anonymous 
poem appeared in A Little 
Pretty Pocket-Book \n 1744; 
Bis for 
Base-ball 

The ball once struck off 
Away flies the boy 
To the next destined post 
And then home with joy. 


QUESHONS 


1 ) WhiQh wai the tugnt 
ballot In the i 6 Sl 

gera^M|Bii^oh6? 
fflakfahVanDa.GaicuttB .. 


QWhlGhlndianfiimwaB 
ncpninatBiiforfha Oseaf 
thkyaar (1081)? (Saurav 


Bitanns 


’.Calsulli 


^ ffiihitM alpha rhyttm? 
MiTnfkhfiaiir 


Who are greenmallers? 
(Subrata HsMar, Tribani 3) 

7) In which Him does 
James Bond |May a golf 
match with the vWain? (J. 

. Omprakash Rao, Jharsu- 
{Ngla2) 

'^Whoracsn^oorh^ 
rrMwaad, ”l cani think a! 

aonthlp"? (Soumyadlp 
Chowdhury, CMoitta 28) 

^ What la the differsnoe 
batweena ‘phHanthroplef 
anda'paiiatithrtstjsf? 


temperature ^ the use of 
thermostat? (Ohnibani 
Chakraborty, Durgapur 6) 
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-P)oq ejeqs |ei)ue)sqns Anq 
oqA^ sjepiBJ atejodiOQ (9 
'sgnpe Aq) 
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-ej e pejapisuoo .‘puooes 
jedse|oAoe)0))q&e 
Bufuunj xajjoo lejqejao eig 
UJOJ) luejjno optoaia uv (| 
kejea og pauiets 
^m^^Mpoa^uBOSiSlk^ 
AquoMse/iA)ijfeAsfi[i. 

'jeeAaq))ossauBuiiq) 
-jsd pue 8 jn) 3 jd tajoMoq) 
o) U8A16 spjBMv AueqdsBU 
uepfOQ lenuuveqi (9 
UBd^ 


' (Ab 4 eq) UJ ej8M setsp 
-jpueo SOI) Aouaniqsuoo 
iqieatsegoqtioiBqid 
































































1990 »» Kjng Fmiutm S^ndEM IfiC Wortd ngMi 


THE LOCKHORNS 



“WHY PCIN’T YOU VI6IT DURINS THE I "• POM'T WANT TO HAVE A MEANJNQFUL 
6UPER 60WU, MOTHER? THAT WAY, » DIALO©UE - l JO-ST WANT TO 

LEROY WON’T NOTICE YOU.” WATCH PRO BOWLING." 
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for the Baroda Lok Sabha seat, Deepika probably gave 


ows. But, mid-cam 


r 5n»iff!TB,T5rTOigair . B5ig5r j s ^ ^ 



kursi. So, off she flew 


er—and the 


























ODAY, GIVE EACH OF THESE ROOMS 
A MATCHING MARBLE FLOOR. 



Y TOMORROW, DO THE SAME 
IN YOUR HOME. 




(Ur out THESE THREE ELOORS. MATOT THEM TO THE ROOMS 
ON THE lEET. AND STKR THEM WHERE THEY KR* BEST. 


Yes, with Cinn, laying down a marble floor in your home is as simple 



containing flne grannlated marble. It comes in two exquisite designs and a range 


of iiriginal sbilts. What’s more, Carara is scratch-reastant. After all, it’s created 



with the to bnica; <\jH‘rt?w of the American 

floorings giant. So it lasts for years. 

Hurry, call any of our r 

t 
I 

offices today. And j 

9 
$ 

Stick on a brand j 

I 
I 

new marbk } 

t 

^ - 

floor. 



I World Industries permit INARCO l.td. the use of the 
trademark Armstroitg, under licence. 

INABf^(KI km: BsmA^: 12-A. ‘Aj»*t’, Gm. BUwb >Uti. BomIhw 4001121, ll 2022021,20222IS. 
WDJiiT Fh. mmi T3244}S tCAmib Fti. 444W0,432768 WbUnwr Ph. 473101.476396,479186. 


;>^rristior^ 

Cy$s.R>^R/^ 

BLENDED MARBLf, TH.KS 












Now Bombay Pyeing has more reacb^made 
perfeotion iq;> its sleeve. From readymade trousers 
to readymade night-suits, youli get the same 
meticulous attention to quality that youVe already 
discovered in Vivaldi Shirts. 

Beginning with the selection of the yam and f^ric, 
every detail is crafted with the Hnest workmanship. 
The buttons, the zips, the elastic, the thread... all 
carefully chosen. The seams are neatly finished, the 
pockets perfectly fitted. You wont find a thing out 
of place in Vivaldi readymades. What you will find is 
perfectidn all the way. 

The Vivaldi r^ge of readymades. Because there’s 
more to a professional’s day tlmn just business! 







coNta^ 


AhActcMriotAB 

Seascms 

Afltitsbh Badidian is basi¬ 
cally an actor Ccht all sea- 
sois. His versatility catmot 
be questioned. He has 
playra with conviction a 
poet-lover in Kabb/e KatM 
an aggressive porter in 
CooMe, a tniddle class hus¬ 
band in Ih Anjt^, the ex¬ 
ploited dtizen in AaUiree 
Rasta, the studious pro¬ 
fessor in Kasme Vade, the 
deprived son in TriabulfJ^ 
mine labourer in Kkla 
Patthar, the sentimental 
brother m Satte Pe Satta 
and the comical Anthony in 
Aaiar Akbar Anthony, to 
mention only sonie random 
examples. 

The tremendous impact 
of his acting was felt in 
Saudagar and Alaap even 


boim nude by a flm udiile 
assessing a performance. 
Anuta's pnformance in 
Ameepatb was stupendous 
wnatever the gross coOec- 
tionsof thefim 

And Mithun was nm a 
megaaitiste n his &st fUm, 
Mrmyaa, but mmrely a 
fireuier. 

LalitBiiatt, 

Hooghly 

■ Is Amitidjh an »^or? Did 
someone actually rmse that 
question? A reader says 
uut he even used his man¬ 
ipulative skills to get the 
national award. 

In that case, how did he 
fail to get the ban on 
/hooma enoone de (fe lifted 
from AIR and Doordaf- 
shan? 

Would those who refuse 
to acknowledge his talent 
because Agpe^th was a 



Amtoh h and Mftitiui ill Gaosaa JkiwuMa SaesawaOd 


while his performances in 
but and out nasala films 
fike Afard were applauded. 
And his performance in 
Agneepam has added an 
entinly new dimension to 


Indmiu Datta and 
Viurliit8lGaha» 

Cidcufra 

;V A reader, J»a said that 
' hvihun bebttne a megastar 
mudi iufore Amkabh did. T 
ihin^ must 

;beeh to 

XluatnvBi^, 

. ' 

Jauaed critin me 
y liUffisaa.oolBOr 


commerdal film, have done 
the same in case Naseenid- 
din Sh^ had won it fw 

Would a film critic 
who has crki- 
cised Aimtabh in several 
reviews, "shower praises” 
(HI AndtaUi for a "worth¬ 
less performance” in "a 
tra^y film” just to (dease 
the mefflstar? And would 
the BBC have telecast die 
film to do the same? 
Swarm Dutti, 



Getting Ideas 

Has the drcidation of 
npoRAmt Men M. intnili 


that y(Hi had to use the ex¬ 
tract from' Shobha w’s 
bode, Stanr Mefits (May 
26 )? 

The illustrations of 
nalffid women and the por¬ 
nographic material acemn- 
panying them'indicates that 
you have run out of ideas. 
Sudi idiotic cover stories 
can 01% give the Ckdour 
Magazine a bad name. 
Stm^y Agarwal^ 

Calcutta 

■ I adore ShoUta De, her 
beauty, her elegance and, 
above all, her pieremg pea 
I think ‘Starry Nights’ is 
going to aeate big waves 
of controversy, much lar¬ 
ger than the ripples created 
by her Socabte Evemngs. 
No one before has ever 
dared to write abmit tte 
sordid frets belund these 
tinsel tales. 

It was a smart move to 
%e us an extract from the 
book. But I would have 
been happier if you had ex¬ 
tended the extract to 
another issue, too. 

Fnuun Chaudburi, 
Calcutta 

■ It was disgusting to read 
the extract. And it had 
cheap nudity spread all 
over the pages visually. 

Not all teroines are ob¬ 
jects iot warming beds and 
the character of the hero is 
frr too fishy. In any case, 
the extract was not worth 
reading and it reflected 
only flesh and grime in 


Sandeep Daagupta, 

Rouikela 

Singing Debut 

Anat Kumar did not make 
Us debut as a i^aybadc sin¬ 
ger in Door uagan Ki 
Chhaoa khmaa mentioned 
by SbovfiQlal BaksU in his 
letter (^ 28 ). 

That was the first film in 
vdach Amitacted, ga a dtfld 
attis^ bdt he hanself has 
aMd at i;llim fonefrm at 
SofliriiMbr last year that 


tminade wdUxit as a sm- 

BtawalH: Sarfc^p, 


The'fUegraiA 

30 JUNE 1991 


Another election is 
over and anotter government 
sworn in. And the electorate is 
watcUnc. Featuring our new 
Pr^ Iwnister who could be 
the man of the hour. 


13 


■ The mystique of 
the kmgest-lived trail of Santa 
Fe still exists. The wheels are 
turning once more with the 
new generatkm taking to the 
dd dusty route. 




■ Ww Every election 
sees some big losers and some 
big winners. Maybe, it is all 
part of the game. But is that 
how the bk stars wk) Ut the 
dust felt? A photofeature that 
teUsitalL 


18 


■ WP The poor.living in 
the Sunderbans area,itve 
constantly in the fear of shark 
attadcs, but the dangerous 
waters also provide their 
liyelihood. A report. 
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pl^i 


^rowing customer 
x^nfidence. 

'Vot most c(mipanie$, growth Js 
isually expressed In terms ctf 
ajmover. Looldngxt our balance 
ihee^ die sales flares show an 
nqiresslvc gtowdi rate of 29 . 6 %. 
Ihe highest ever. 

Andyet, our stro^^ ^ Inour 
Mdsfled policy-hol 




w total Uabfllty 

_ «k'i. d' . 




pbUcy'lK^klantlrimnaUwahisttf Yes, our cotpoirat^ grew 

life. like iodtvktoalhoosehcriklkn, been Inqireasive. M<m sq^ 
busineasttien,selfi$n9l09^ exprinaktoof your peX'giowfeig:^ 
doctors, digfeedes. coniputer confidence in us. . 

professitnials, smnfi tnuSeiis ai^ 
shopkeepers, Ihraoeis, qttfie and 
poultry ownets and a host of 
ottiieirs! Ihefe muntMv keeps 
growing y(^ after ytsu.. . . 

.Dc^snijafitoiiiiee. 




















^omeUioi^^ 

|h^te^fc^»taiw<rf 
Ite l«rd t«as kAown as Dak- 
diHlwaiV, The t«iipte still ex- 
iAaiQaite<iiitMriBo{no^ 


M8i7. Rashrwwi, 
nidow of one Of the gfeat 
Moiiihnof thetifOe* 
/tihoni^ Iwihkhi^^ 


Kl^^af'INcMiieswar 

gflfc e per- 


Sahib, another part (tf it was 
used as a btoial opund for 
Mu^ms while stiffl another 
served as a crematorium for 
Hindus. 

The ooostruction of a bail¬ 
ing #at with concrete steps 
was undertaken by Mackin- 
to(h&Co. foRsl-llakh. Six 
^va tonples were built on 
e^ side of the ghat and each 
was given a distinct name. Oh 
^ eastern side is the famous 
Ki^ Temple. The goddess 
here is named Dalmhineswari 
. ffluhatarini. The Divine 
Mother is worstqqied legidar- 
lyratdawi). morning, nad-dqr, 

. Mfothoqtiandn^ Besides, 
W ^pieqit occsSMQi iilce cvm 

.. ifovmoQQ. DuviPttja. Jagia-. 


dhattiPt^ PhalahariniRatanti 
andSnana^tra and, rtf course, 
on Kali Piga, spiuial sacrifices 
are made before the goddess. 

Across the wide corridor is 
. the tra^ of Radha-Ktishna. 
Themamgste (tf the IDdi 
Ten^l^sto the bedroom 
of Sri Sri Rannkrishna where 
' the saint haidspeiit 30 years. 
For smne time he was the 
chief ptiest d the Bhfoatarfoi 
tert^Ne. R tfos hi tltis bedroom 
that he wh> ^feefihr fosotbed in 
foemetfitigioDw Aie Akniidt* 

In the Bontii-west comer d 

aemomte twosKXKjdibed- 


tihftRk». 

irtfodittoe- 


gEdfoaefo lsiejbteServed in a 
SfoodenhOi& Slis portrait is 
kept ioh otie Of the beds. The 
opioddatthe southern cor-’ 
nor of the room contsfos his 
glass and Ifo clothes alow with 
acopyoftheRknuyao. This 


age as it was frequmteo by 
lomakiishna’s leading disa- 
ifos, inchiding SwamiMveka- 
nanfo. To the west is a veran¬ 
dah from where the saint 
would eiyoy the flowing Gan- 
flai.Tothenorthofhi8clam- 
otf is the NShabat---a room 
where his wife Sarada Den 
spent 13 years. A road to the 
west leads of the Psnchabatt 
uid to the east of this rand is 
the Peace Cottage. . , 
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The time- Noon, June 20. The place; 9 
Motilal Nehru Marg, New Delhi. A Jour¬ 
nalist is being questioned by ttie security 
Rtafiatthegate; 

"What is this? 

"Medicines 

"Swallow one tablet and prove that it is 
medicine. 

"Medicines are taken on doctor’s advi¬ 
ce and it .is not for a policeman to dicute 
when they should be had. Why are you 
harassiiw us? You’ve just seen our PIB 
(Press formation Bureau) accredita¬ 
tion, Our home ministry security clearan¬ 
ce pass and you’ve already friskiro us. 

"That’s no proot Even Rtulv Gandhi’s 
killers had pr^ passes 

"Then what about the poUce? Who kill¬ 
ed Indira (Sandhi? The very people who 
were supposed to protect her." 


S uddenly, 9 Motila) Nehni Marg was 
not Just another address in Delhi. 
Men from the Central Publk Works 
Department (CPWD) had swung into 
action on orders from the Cabinet secreta¬ 
riat; preparationswereon to erect a shwm- 
aaa and other security-related structures. 
The crack Special Protection Group 
(SPG) had also moved in and were mak- 
inga quick survey of the place 
This was the land of treatment reserv¬ 
ed kr Prime Ministers. And although the 
CotigressG) parliamentary board obser¬ 
vers were still gbing through the motions 
of "ascertaining the views of individual 
MPs on the leadership issue", the choice 
was clear. Pamuipaithi VenkattaNarasim- 
ha Rao, like the proverbial hirtle, had won 
the race his way, slow and steady. Sharad 
Pawar—as RK.Laxman pul it—had 
come, seen and concurred. The security 
cordon around Rao’s bungalow said it Ml 
The official anointment of Rao as 


leader of the Congressfl) parhamenfaiy 
party and his meeting with President R.V. 
Venkataraman followed the same day. 
The next day, June 21, Nararimha Rao, 
"PV" to Ms Mends, was sworn in as the 


10th Prime Mjinister of India->tiie first 
ever from the south. His 70th birthday 
gift had come ocactiy a week in 
advance—and exacuy a month after RaiW 


'Gandhi died. 

For a man who had not very long ago 
reporfodly told a party colleague, "I am 
always bkter as No.2", being jiumero 
uno will call for the kind of leadership 
qualities many believe he does not pos¬ 
sess Known and respected as a linguist 
and a scholu', Rao appears much better 
suited to the quieter envirbni of acade¬ 
mia than die hutiyhurly of tndhtt po^ 
tics; indeed, his ambidon in early fife waa 
to be a professor at Oxftfrd. AwafP of this 
perceived drafufisck in bnafie. Rao. vridi 
his loacnilable fsse, measured tones and 


(wefiiUy^feoseQ wortfe piefftt 



P.V.NarasimtoRyis 

iflike any previous Priro^ 
Mteter^ more^ m 
th an one. V^t mates ^ 
him so different? 


TOBARAIGt 

finds out 


mm 


losophicai; holding a government post 
—and that includes being PM- is differ¬ 
ent from being a leader, he says The for¬ 
mer IS transient in nature, whereas a 
leader can inspire even after death '"That 
is why 1 consider Rajiv Gandhi a leader. 
TTiere is something spiritual about a 
leada*." Does that imply a person can be a 
good Priim Minister without necessarily 
being a leader ? Rao isn’t letting on. 

I t is one of those ironies of life that Nara- 
simha Rao should hail from the Karim- 
nagar ffistrict of Andhra Pradesh, a 
stron^old of the People’s War Group, a 
Naxaiite organisation that rejects the 
very elector^ process which helped him 
become Prime Minister. Born into a fomi- 
ly of fanners on June 28,1921. Rao left hiS 
roots for behind to graduate horn Hydera¬ 
bad's Osmania University before moving 
on to two more universities: Bombay and 
Nagpur. Along the way, he pickra up 
doyeeit In science, astronomy and law. 

It is his linguistic ^dlls. though, that 
have brought Rao fome. Not only can he 
converse quite fluentfr in Teiugu, Hindi, 
Engfish. Marathi, Urdu and Sj^ish, he 
also hab a sound knowledge of Sankrit 
and a pasnng acquaintance with some 
more languages. He has been awarded 
the Sahitya Akademi Award for his trans¬ 
lation of Uie Teiugu novelist Vishwanatfaa 
Satyanarayana’s monumental woric, Vityf 
Fadagaht into Hindi. He has also trapMal- 
ed ’into Teiugu a Manohi novel, Pm Lm 
shat Kom Chm, by noted writer Hari 
NmbQpan Apte. Re^tly, there waa a story 
of fiow Rao, i^ieti presented with the 
English tranblation of Nobel laiireate 
Gabrfel Gtmda Marquez’s Ime in m 
ITote of Chofern, rued the font that he M 
not been toven the book in its orighuu 
htegfiSRe, Effooiah- (A wish, the report 


OmMT. AihSh DSs 























wanton to add. dtdtwaepnHnpdycoini^ 
edwith.) 

Rao strayed into politics tds the Coti^ 
gress ih the wake of theTeIensi^stru#> 
gle against the Niaam of Hyderabad, ^us 
beginning a five-decadeold asspcbtion 
that continues even Uil today. (TVoe. l^sa* 
rad Pawnr was looking for a gnasefiii exit 
line when he sfud Rao’s I'ex^ence and 
politics and administradon Is more .titan 
my ave": but he was not far from tite 
truth.) Rao went oil to become geneild 
secretary of the then Hyderabad St^ 
Congress Committee, and after the reor> 
ganlsation of the state in 1956, vici!^ 
president of the Andhra Pradesh unit of 
tile party. His electoral career began with 
a defeat in 1952; but from 1957 onwards, 
the Manthani constituency In Karimna< 
gar east him up to the Assembly five 
times. He bemune a minister for tite first 
time in 1962 udth his ‘godfather’, Nookala 
Ramachandra Reddy, putting in a word 
with the then chicd minister Reelam San- 
jeeva Reddy. Kasu Brahmaiuuid Reddy 
retained Rao in his Cabinet. In 1971, tiie 
fitil of the Reddy ministry pitchforked Rao 
into the chief minister's chair. To his cre¬ 
dit, he tried to initiate some land reform 
measures. But time was cleariy’hot on his 
side; within two years, Rao lost his job as 
President’s Rule was imposed to tackle 




Rayalseema state. Was it Rao’s inability to 
control the situation that cost him his 
chkrf ministership? "No", says Rao. pre¬ 
dictably. "I quit in tiie interest of the state, 
to save it from (fisfaitcgration." 

In 1974, he moved to Delhi as general 
secretary under Devkant Baro^ of 
"Indira is India" fame. He stayed with 
Mrs Gandhi when the party sifiit In 1977, 
he won his first Lok Sabha election, from 
Hanamkonda, a seat he was to retain 
three years later. Between 1980 and 1984, 
he held, in turn, three key portfolios in 
Mrs Gandhi's Cabinet; external afCura, 
home and defence. When Rajiv Gandhi 
created the omnibus miiust^ of human 
resources development (which included 
education), he dedded that Rao was the 
man best suited for the challenging job. 
Three years later, in June 1988, Rm kmnd 
himsdf in external affairs once again. 

Meanwhile, in 1984, he lost his Hanam¬ 
konda seat even as the party swept the 
polis on the cnest of the sympathy wave 
that followed Indira Gandhi’s assassina-, 
tion. But the shrewd politician that he is. 
he had sensed that me dismissal of the 
m^rity government of N.T. Rama Rao 
by tim Centre had hurt "Andhra pride". 
He had kept a telUiack option in tiie form 
tite Runtek constituency in Midu- 
' nahtrs, whidi in the event proved very 
uaefiiL He retained the seat, in the 1969 
geoerd election, but dedlned toconted 


'Ivr-It: 


IrTTi' tiT’j 


.nrwi 








AmUiraa dejected nun, hascleariyttot for¬ 
gotten his home state: it has reedhred the 
maximum representation oi eight in his 
ministry. A foct that has not been taken 
too kindjly in maiqr (nher states. In het, 
immediate^ after the swearing-in cere¬ 
mony at Rashtrapati Bhavan. Staram 
ftesri was overiieaii^ telling Atjun Singh. 
Tou must take it up with the Prime Mini¬ 
ster." "I will," was Sngh^s rraly. 

ft would be natural for him to want to 
return triumphant^ to his home state. 

the people uriio refected him hi 1^, 
welcome him back, now that he is Prime 
Minister? Vangara, a sleepy litde village 
in Kteimnagar, where Rao sprat his diiid- 
hood dajrs, is waiting to idve him a hero’s 
wdcome. His almost century-old ancen- 
stral home, how run to seed in the absen¬ 
ce of any occupant, has ovemifdtt beco¬ 
me a touriat attraction. So much so dut a 
■core of poficennra have had to be pos^ 
there. Rao'a childhood friend$~lm’ old 
weam.thecarpenter—their faces reflect¬ 
ing a hitfaerto unknown sense of prfde, 
remember him fondly. They have onh^ 
go<^ fliings to 81 V—ofldndn^and gene-, 
rosity, and ot a determfauHhm to grow 
beyond his humUe background through 
die pursuit of knowle^te. 

yiha would have thought Narasimlu 
Rao’s childhood days or prasoiuti life 
woidd beedne a matter (tfnadonal inter¬ 
est? A .widower' wftH tight 
children' ■ Ar e e sonsandflvedauii^rters- 
he is in intensely private man. Aldtough 


one of lus sons, P.V. Rangarao, is an MLA 
and a general secretary of die APCCQ), 
Rao himself is not known to have promot¬ 
ed hie fomily’s interest in any significant 
WOT- 

ft,Rao the man remains a myi^ry to, 
many, Rao the politician is not all that 
better-known etther. He would never 
answer a direct quesdon dll hfs name was 


on June w. His stock r^h''- ft for the 
CPr to decide.^ Asl^if did CongtessfB 
^vernment would approach the Otqiosi* 
don for support in Parilament, he would 
parry: *1116 Prime, Minister And the party 
president will johidy dedde.” Bift even 
after becoming bodi, be,reniained just as 
evasive: ‘Tou want to know something 
even befne die governmrat caii take 
over.* 

So, where does he stand? His record as 
8 ministo* does not say much. Indeed, an 
tienunt (rfbad hick appears to have dogg¬ 
ed his ministerial career, ft was during 
histraure as hbmeministerdiatMrs IndP 
ra Gandhi was assassinated by her own 
bodygutedsandhoodlumsandaltdsodS- 
Is went on the rampage fo Ptihi. 

Al external affurs minister, he cbtuit- 
ed among his personal friends die foreign 
ndnistte' of die USSR, Andrei Gromyko: 
His umteretanding of foreign affidrS wu 
contideced superior to diet of even the 
buratuensto in the minis^. Yet, ft wss 
during l^tenure ifaatiiiaia''siniuigdaa a 
'Iwiievaient Mg beodier* noseiftved; ij 


came to be known as the ’’regional bufl^, • 
distrusted and disliked by many of its 
neighbours. In particular, diere was the 
flipflop over Lanka: first, widi the alle¬ 

ge dadsion to tdlow the Timiil guerrifias 
to train on Indian soil, and dira, die 
accord with the Jayewardane goveim- 
ment in Colombo to jointly fight ^e 
Tigers. Reladons widi Perastan 
Ban^adesh readied a low ebb, wlifle iMe 
tmtfltioeui bond of ifriendshfo betwetii 


■ k r ^ f ' i f : t 


vIm u*r<c uif tip; I 


ed strain over die renOTral of die, trade 
and trantit treaties. Yet, when ftoed with' 
a barrage of questions in PaHiament, Rao 
coolly r^ied: "ft our neiM>ourbM bte&P 
ra fear our rise, we caimbt hefti^* And 

then diere was his afleged role in die tM- 
ctiled St Kitts scandal, involving; 
SiMh’ason, whei^ Rao is saidto hi^iiM'' 




ntiSy certify Some’^sedoCumeAtr., 
Despite all that. Rijiv Gandhi nararlM^ 
trust in Rao. And he Obvioti^ lUd' dot 
give (tfodedra to irOpoitStifofRa^ 


Chandra mmd, was 


thatRaOi 

19 

lethraof 


refMce GOndhi, then in ^e th^ Of 

theiSofora coniroyetw, witiihisdiseiple 
fixMn thesoutii;'There was no strortgdiw 
al from Rao, maybe because he St tise 
entire matter was beneath comment. 
These reports were foeSed tiy rimiootia 


might a^ Ih#v GwuHti to'step 


DO the cohirafy; there whi 








ev«R when R^jiv was alivt^ that Rao nught 
become pa^ president Rqjhr had b^n 
keen on bifurcating the organisational 
and government posts and relinquishing 
Ids presMenship of the party. 

l^ere had l^n other attempts, too, 
not entirely serious, to drive a w^e bet¬ 
ween Rao and Gdndhi. After the 19^ elec¬ 
tion, wMch saw the Congress in the Oppo¬ 
sition benches in the Lok SaUta, the CPI 
leader, Indrajit Gupta made a jibe at Rajiv, 
saying: "1. thought that in view of the 
favour that the south has shown for Con¬ 
gress, the party would show some gestu¬ 
re to the south.** The inessage was dear 
Rtdiv should step down as leader of the 
party.in favour of Rao. The veteran Con- 
grraunan was quick with his retort: it was 
Gandhi who was asked first by the 
Pi^i^t to form a govmimeat; in his 
‘‘mwdanitnfty'*, be had dedined, Ijiany in 
the House fi^t Rao^s statement stank of 
SycopinHKy. 

Hmirever, just when the entire ques- 
‘beenimdto 


nm ShUkta i» Cabinet imnisto’. Sbukh 
had been actively involved in rallying the 
Bhfrttldh* forces and in hying to get Zail 
Sfagh elficitedas Prerident fm a second 
'.trim Thm BiiQ shmdd appmnt Shukla as 
(iMipifohis recent reentry into 
l^wtejW^irpm die Janata Dal via the Jana 
has strengthened dm theory 

Mifeji i ff i i;. I •• 


ween the two. A nexus that could have 
gone b»:k to the Rqiv days, it is implied. 

N o one can accuse Narasimha Rao of 
being anything bqt a decent and 
dignified parliamentarian, a quality that 
has helped him earn the respect of the 
Opposition. Last year, just as foe Union 
finance ntinister. Pro! Madhu Dandava- 
te, was preparing to present foe Union 
Budget, news of foe kiliing of two dozen 
people in foe Punjab reached Pariiament. 
A Congress^pporting MP gave foe 
agency flash to Rao with foe sugi^tlon 
that foe proceedings of foe House w stal¬ 
led. But Rao turned down foe suggestion 
on the grounds foat' intmrupting the 
Budget presentation would set an unheal 
thy precedent Instead, he got up just 
brfore the Budget was presented and 
expressed in one sentence his party's con¬ 
cern over foe lulUng. Most other MBs iij‘ 
his place wouidhave created a scene> 

On May 29. When he succeeded Rajiv 
Gandhi as par^,president, BlioJUtidf! a 
strong app^ for dignity and iSadpine. 
By excluding from Ofoinet itiembera 
of the "flouting Briffiule”,lie has made it 
clear he will not tolerate indisdpRne in 
foe House, 

But win he be jfole to ke» t^ ao«ailed 
coterie of R.K. DhifwannliiLt^ Poteidar & 
Co. in ch^? fhittkndwrly, pioi^eriag 
the role they plilmilil aapwiig Sharad 
Pmrar’a doM apd llmi's eievmfon.' Atfoe 


swearing-in ceremony, it seemed Rao 
had given in comitietely to the cotmfo. 
But subsequently, when the portfoUcw 
were allotted, it became apparent foat 
Rao would at least try to be fats own man: 
foe coterie members, who had been inclu¬ 
ded in foe Cabinet, had actually bemi icdt 
with insignificant diaiws. 

As for foe Opposition, Rao'a rapport 
with them may not be enou^ to keep 
them ofilttis baoi:. After all, when Conpes- 
8 (1) was in the Opposition, it was Rko who 
informed VJP. fongh about his part/s 
decision nm to participate in foe au-pt^ 
meeting on Ptinjabr uq foe grounds foat 
foe Janau Dal government had not made 
its stand ckear'on terrorism. In actual fact, 
the government had made it dear foat it 
suifoorted a consensus approach and that 
it was open to suggestions fiom all par- 
tim. Now that the Narasimha Rao govern- 
miriit has begun its innings by getting the 
Buifokb elections postponed through foe 
Election Commission, it may be interest¬ 
ing to watch Mr V.P. Sbgh & Co’s 
approach following their role reverml. 

And finally, foere remams foe looming 
threat from within the party, in the shape 
of 9uurad Pawar. Fawar may be down at 
the moment, but can he be ruled (Hit? Ife 
made sure at the very outset that Pranab 
.Mukheijee, who was being tipped for the 
finance minister's post, was kept out of 
foe QfoineL How many more safros does 
behaveioreseive? 

AH in aB, a diflicult task ahead for Rao J1 

















C adets ia the ladUa Military 
Acadeniy gentlemen 

cadeta. The idea ia thtt a trainee 
nm onb^ becomea a good pirafeaaiaBal a^ 
(Her, Mt dao a g e n d e ma a. Of oocne, in 
iliedBingnMbyaaigBoeriraaautooiati' 
caly eiqiMted to be a geidJeman; required 
to obame an unwritten bm a strict code 
of conduct Some diinga were juat not 
ilaae--like anpeaUng agatot a superior, 
crUbing about smtercesakHi, or stealing 
tibe a&lion at a mother officer’s wife as 
an extramarital relatkmahip was rather 
Mmu phrased. Not that thnv were no 
bbcikgiuDrda mr black she^, but peer 
tomip presaun or a few Unta from the hv 
bnugfat the recalcitnnt bade on to the 
Km, or be WM nvefe to resign his commia* 
skm* 

ilM code of axMhKi was an inberitance 
Emm dw bitiBh. There were many out* 
ward manifestationa; dreasing fer din n er, 
for inlitiiice. Tfaia writm was sent out of 
the regiment's dBeen’ mess one Sunday 
eweniv for not wearing a dinner jadeet 
Aid fitotlM matdies in Ambab in JuM 
to be witMsaed wearing grey flanads, 
btaser and fdt hat There were yet other 
forna, more mpoitant ones Kite paying for 
il serrioaa received; to peace stations 
otBoers paid even for the services of a 
batnm An officer was not expected to 
have pots of money, or even be tempted 

S ' filmy hioe. Kamer, not unlike Bertie 
ooatm, he was eiqieded to owe money 
to regimmital tailor, and be a wee bit 
ovenhawnstthebank. Mess and dub bills 
had to be paid, even if it meant borrowing' 
Dxxiey from the unit's canteen contractor. 
There existed in cantonments a sodal sys¬ 
tem and mores centred around officers’ 
messes and the dub, originaUy introduced 
by the British to meet thdr unpeii^stic 
purposes as the ruling dass. It continued 
even after Independence, afoeit with smne 
diangea to amt Lndian sensitrilitieB, but 
retaining its basic dements. That it was 
ridiculed—an Indian Army Officer was the 
archetypal wog and the last "Englishman" 
left in the wond—did not detract frtxn its 
obvious onerits of emphasuing on valtes 
like honesty, simplicity, upri^tness and 
BO on. 

There has been a sea change, regrettably 
not for the better. A few months ago, the 
print meda induding a few highly reputed 
newsmagarines were full of stones of the 
aadikig of Beutenant-t^rals on charges 
of moral turpitude. Generals lave been 
comt-rnartiaUed for "miauaing" govern¬ 
ment funds. It seema ibnoat eveiy officer 
now petitions against any "adverse'" com- 
nMft enikirsedin th(^ anpual confidential 
reports, or goes to court to appeal apffiiat 
the promMkxi board's dedskiM. three is 
opeot^tifcomiption, Aoijostofmiatiae 
W prinlegea or periu. rrae aodd inter- 
dim m chibs aid meases have practical' 


Officers 


iy disappeared mainly because no one 
wante to''pay" for thei^ There are giittei- 
ing functions, usua^ to wdcome or bid 
fueweD to senior officers; or to celebrate 
regimenta] days and the Ito, but aO ftee of 
ny diBBea, e xpe n ie a hebig anet from 
regtaientiil fimda meant for vrettue activi¬ 
ties. Thera » an evcr-fflcreasfeg demand 
fer more perinaad privileges, not always 
iustifiahfe or attributable to inflation. 
Young officers seek investaieiit counseU- 
kgi and dart bouae-huOfing even before 


K.D.M^iimder.a 

retired looks at' 

the define of me indiaif 


they marry. All in aD, that inapiring motto 
of the ImA: “Service Before S^’, has 
been replaced by "Self Before Srevice”. 

The watersliM year, arguably, was 
19n. T31 the beginn^ oi the Sbeti^ the 
old code of conduct had been more or less 
maintained. Dilution started with iargea- 
ede expanuon; but three wan had kept 
everyme too buay to wtory about norms 
and values. The en^ihaais was on reoduc- 
ore a bettre prafessKmal soldier. After tiie 
1^1 war, the officer coimnunity fait that 
the Anny l»d redeemed its honour ioat fai 
tito 1962 debacle and expected to be anqily 
rewarded. 

Okter readers might recoUect Field 
Mtfahal Manekshaw's pleas to the Tbird 
Fay Commissioa But vtiiat the govern¬ 
ment finaOy gave was well below expecta¬ 
tions. Perusal of service journals and 
roediB articles of the mid-Seventiea would 
show how disiDusiaiwid and disappmnted 
the officer communitp had beoHne by 
then. Three were strident demands, ar- 
tbilatod by aentor offiitora, fre parity with 
the lAS and the IFS, more perks to offiMt 
inftation, bettor pramotioo proaiwcts feid 
ahit have you. Affluain|^, tiie frdi in tiie 
market value of aimy on^ in the nwr 
riage matfcet was citM as one of tto printo 
reasons for better aervioe oonddfoos. In- 
evitab^, tito atmy officer oiMqtoted hfe 
not oiw wiffi bio countaepdrt to otiiwr Cfen^ 
tnlaectooea, butdao tim eoaatirig 
budiMiaa cxecuiive ridfe. ^ mwwaaii 
ifefreriin|M thto ctoM into b^ 


and other cities begm ndibiqg off on the 
services and even perodatM down to 
fi^ttiog formations and unita. Thus, one 
attended a sand model diacasdon on tac¬ 
tics and came mray, after being much 
wined and dtoed, wfth an expensive gift, 
euphemiaticaBy called a memento, not un¬ 
like a partic^ivit to a sales conference of a 
coromiread oigaiiiaationi 
The infusion of five star cutture raised 
the level <d mmectatioa and Btaited erod* 
tog the dd value system did code of con- 
ikict. Since hiAer expectations were not 
met by pay and perks given offic^, some 
of it met by granting unofficid cretces- 
sions, like use of government transport for 
sodd and personal use. Privileges were 
gros^ misused, mostly by senior offic¬ 
ers. most unfortunate fallout of this 
process was the gnriud alienation be¬ 
tween the senior privileged) and junior 
(underprivileged) officers. The easy 
camaraderie that existed in messes and 
clubs, where all were socially equd , 
started to disappear. The process even 
got extended to the ladies; the more 
senior the husband, tiie more privileges 
the mfe demanded. 

The other manifestation of the higher 
expectation was promotion, reversely, 
early retirement if not prtnnoted. The 
psydioiogied and economic pressure on a 
Beutenant-cokmel, destined to retire at the 
age of 50, or even a nugor-geneid retiring 
at 54, ne^ not be highli^Ued. It became 
e^ieaally imbortant to get the next rank, 
80 as to be able to serve fre a few years 
once, and nothing was left undone to get 
it. ^wly but surely it opened the flood- 

E tes of sycMhancy and other ills better 
t unsaid and when r^ected, appeals and 
petitions and court cases. Worse, it gave 
rise to a new dass of “rdecteea'. In the 
absence of job i^giortunfties outakfe, tife 
rdentees stayed on, setv^ out their tinoe 
8M in the process poUuting the minda of 
jumors and extracting from the aervioe aD 
that could be eatnuded. Among them 
could be seen officers of aS tanka, from 
majorer and thanks to periodic caffite re¬ 
news iritidi bloated the rank atructm* 
major-generda. By Sdditog with tfae ptiom* 
ptton policy and tfte atustd confnbntid 
repoctmg system, successive dtiefrt id 
not beto muai. 


[ off on the 


T hat something was going wntog 
been perceived. And that aomitmng 
had to be dope bad also been wafiAM. 
But, tito tiuiitt tsM fo get mprit toad t^ 






fitin the gi>v«rnmait, strident demand hr 
free ntionSf and ultimateiy its acceptance 
frr the gowonment syndx&edthis trend. 
Iwt many periuqis realised that te was rise 
die final EKw to the dd, ncble concept of 
oiceis paying for whatever thqr received 

The (frmand for more concessions was 
not matdied by m equal insistence oi 
TiiatH^d”ing the moral (^e. Indeed, there 
were periodic letters and instructions not 
to misuse trmispoit, not to misuse man- 
powm:, not to wow lavish parties, not to 
..do thri and not to do that. General officers 
occupying flag staff houses were tdd to 
make annventory of re^nental and mess 
propmties (tocorating tto residences mid 
aduM to pay a notffihal amount fen- their 
usd (Piitno(»iewasaskedtoexidainn4iy 
rMpnental monies had been spent for die 
n<^al residence, vriiudi u kxdcm after by 
the MBS.) Fafi^ moral standards were 
discussed at many conferences; and many 
senior officers did not set a personal mcam- 
ple ujtofibtoess and honesty. Gmi. Sun* 
(toi even went to the extent (rf mention- 
ms in Ids frmousDO leWr tO;^alt officers. 
Inough much was' expected, he could do 
very nlle to reverse the trend, possibly 
because of his preoccimdon with other 
inae wei^ty matters. Somewhat unchar- 
itabW, it can be said that he even encour¬ 
aged the five star culture by setting up in a 
section of the sprawling Army mess in 
Dhaula Kuan (Dmhi), a five star segment 
nearly as opulent as the lounges ^ two 
neit^uxxiring luxury hotels. And liis intro- 
duetkn of staff and command streams in 
the pranotion policy only added to the 
immfcir of Statutory complaints, and c(^ 


Ti^ w nMer how gkxxny the picture 
kx]k% it would be universrily agre^ that 
Kmedfinghas to be done to stem the rot. 
it is 0 ^ argued that the officer commim- 
Wanfyrefl^thefallingmoralandetldc- 
« of the fod^ at large; the 

cowl a ff riatf nofinng much can be 
Cynidm matt it is inqxiBBilde to 
beSave that ladia'a urban midffie dass, 
from where the majority of officers come, 
laanpyidueiaBdetlacsilQ any case, toe 
oSnr dasa 4pea not have to reflect the 
a aode^, it ou^ to ahow toe better 
quifi^ ft it not too late to change direc- 
liqn, frovkted corrective actions are 
l i^ tod «e altacnative lifestyle httro- 

V, Hm ntii question ia: how? The 


tioas, and trite disciplinary action against 
(ffihnders. There have been atten^ 
at ootoScation of perks and privileges. Tnis 
legaBatic ^qxmidi, dearly, h not adequ¬ 
ate What IS required is creation of mc^ 
* pressure, or cmversely, removal of the 
imonli^ whidi has invaded service life. 
To achieve tlus, senior officers must re¬ 
gain toeir moiri ascendancy, set an exam¬ 
ple d behavioaral norms and observance 
d etiuol vahies. Whosoevo' is in a posi¬ 
tion to etqoy a perk or privilege must 
demonstrate that he does not misuse 
tom Symbolic acts wiU be in order: a 
commanding officer having only one bat¬ 
man, a bri^e commander not using the 
mess coch as lus personal cook, a GOC’s 
going to toe ladies’ dub in her own cu 
or eyen m a cyde rideshaw. Sodri life 
must return to the dub or officers' mess, 
idiere there shmild be no VIPs, or exdu- 
shre service for a select few. Senior offic¬ 



ers must set an example of ifo^ and 
UDostentatiouB living, for thdr junkw to 
emuhte. Thu is not a plea W Gaiufiikn 
austerity, but for avddiiig supufldri gut¬ 
ter. It mould not be difficritto tonted the 
message toat elegi^ lies in rioqilictty, 
tod H a not expensive to be stylish. 

It nuw he more thffiodt to restore ooofi- 
dtoce ffl toe system of reporting and 
pFomotna becaUae It requires a degree of 
seff-disefofine among all vfoo write con¬ 
fident reports, and toat ia sadly taddsg. 
Many sut^tiens can be given, and me 
suspects that toe powers that be are 
ahty atoire of them. But accei^toOe of 
two mndamentri premises mi^t help; 
thane ctonot be total ohjeetivky in any 
r^xirting system, and, no system of 
ttumert valuation can bring out toe near¬ 
ly in&iite variations of diameter qualities 
and professional abilities, ft would also 
hefo a great deal if the adiHited system is 
allowea to function and stabilise, and none 
can fiddle with it at will Exceptions may 
have to be made, but let toese be made 
cqitoly and without amending the rules, ft 
to army commander or a chtef trishea to 
promote someone, let him do so by stating 
openly that toe pronwtion was outside the 
system, and it is being done as a personal 
pri^ge and prerogative of an army com¬ 
mander or chief. 

The econcxnic cause of discontentment 
must also be removed. The deadwood in 
tile form of rejectees must not he allowed 
to infect others. It should not be difficult to 
woric out a sdieme by which officers, at 
di&mit ievelB of soviH, are gwa an 
option and rehibOflated in jobs in other 
C^tiri servicea or ai^publK and private 
sectors. This is not as formidable a nreq)- 
oaition as it nuqr appw, nor would such a 
scheme impinge on job opportunities and 
promotion p^pects of oth^. 

An army ia only as good as its officers. 
Leadfing men into battie, asking them to 
sacrifice their fives, calls for diaracter 


qualities and leadership abilities not 
quired in any other walk of life. India 
spends an iomiense amount on her Army; 
she can ill afiM to have a badh^ officered 
one. The protom should be of concetn to 
every citisen of tiie country, and oomc- 
tivesetiontoust be taken, notjintby the 
pnsent WAS, who has already avowed a 
moral rearmament, but by all who are in 
power and can do something about it, 
HopefoSy, in the not too distant a future, 
toe oomtiry wifi haw, not a restored wos, 
Ittrtstnieliuflni iientiemtoafldflfltoa:. ■ 










LOSS OF 

An dectoral defeat for the guns matters much more 
than it seems on the face of it. And dus is perhaps 
how they would have expressed their immediate reaction 

Maneka Gandhi: No thanka, I can do without glycerine 
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life. 
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lUW&krishna Hegde. Always the retiring 
typa> anyway 
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N. D, nwari: Now,wiiat cotdd have been the prime factor? 
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Diracted by P. CfaUKta Kumar 
and with music by Naiesh Shatma. 
th« film stars Rapa Ganguly. 
Poonam Das Gupta, Om Puri. 
Shakti Kapoor and debutant VUc- 
ramRaadan. 

• lOOOiya: Elite (S.N. Bmetjee 
Road; 241^v'-4 shows. 

Jackie Shrofi,' Madhuri Dudt. 
Javed Jaffirey and Lamnikant Berdc 
compiise the main cast of tliis ffim, 
directed by Partho Ghosh. The 
musk is by Raam Laxman. 

• Pmn Qaidi: Metro (Chowi:-. 
inghee Road; 280141), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chamta Bose 
Road; 249828), Jagat (Acharya 
PrafuUa Chandra Road; 365108), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
391090), Talkie. Show House 
(Shibdas Bhaduri Street; 5^70), 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteijee Avenue; 
410417), Naas (Lower Chitpur 
Road; 277273), Kalika (Sadananda 
Road; 758141). 

Karisma Kapoor and Harish are 
the lead pair in this film, directed 
by K, Murali Mohana Rao. The 
musk is by Anand Milind. 

• Pyar Hua Chori Chori: 
Orient (Bentinck Street: 
281917)—4 shows. 


Mithun Chakraborty and de¬ 
butante Gauthami an the ksad pair 
in this film; Olliers co-stariteg ne 
Shfiiha ^acoop. Anupam iuier, 
Shafi Inamdar, Shubha Khote and 
Shakti Kapoosr The film is directed 
by K. Bapakh and the musk is by 
Laxmikant PyareM. 

• Ramgarh Ka Sholay: Roxy 
(Chowringhee Place; 284138). 
Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
244822), Basusree (S.P. Mukher- 
jee Road; 484808), MoonHght 
(T.C. Outta Street; 25^156), Stee 
(Bidhan Sarani; S515lw> Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi RcM; 350680). 
Bina (Bkfiian Sarani; 311522). 

Amjad Khan is the star attrac¬ 
tion of this film, directed by Ajit 
Dewani. The musk is by Anno 
Malik. 


!'rnj'.Hj i :l’ii^ 


• Betiar Meyc Jaana: Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553413), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukberjee Road; 
474686)—1, 4, 7. 

One of the biggest hits in recent 
times, this Ban^desh productirm 
Stars Chirai^t and Aitju Cho^ 
Others co-starring are Skfuddin, 


Viltram Raadaa and Poonam Daa Gupta In Afeeaa Baiar 






REGULAR SHOWS 


f 11 (n i ( } ’';!! 


4 lisat: Paradise (Bentinck 
Street; 285442). Lotus (S.N. 
Baneijee Road; 242664), Krishna 
(T.C. Outu Street: 250437), Mit- 
ra (Bidhan Sarani; 551133), 
Chhaya (Acharya PrafiiUa Chandra 
Road; 351S^), Priya. (Rashbehari 
Avenue: 7444^), Mac^ban (Re¬ 
gent. Park). 

Jackk Shroff, Sangeeta Byiani' 
and Shkcti Kapoor a^ the principal 
attractions of this film, dirked by 
Ashok (iaikwad. The musk is by 
Amu Malik. 

• Karbaaa: Majestic (Ralf 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 242266)-4 
shows. 

Sunil Dutt, Salman Khan. 
Ayeaha Julka, Kabir Bedi, Rohini 
Jwtmgady and CuWian Growr 
are the cUel attractions in this : 
film, directed by Deepak Bahry. 
The musk is by Anand Mifind. j 

• Mata Pyaaai Horn (A): New 

Cinema (Lenin Sarani: 121^47)—4 
.shows. ‘ . 

The film stars JS^Ialitha, ; 
1 Jayadevan and Jayamkha. 
jo Maana Baaar (A): Jyoti ^ 
, fitanin Saiani; 24U3:3~4 shows.- J 
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(atiytir 9chMM Pun ind the 
MlfciilirAtaT4»r. 

> rath O. Prattadt Mtur 
Seruii: 6S2753), l^h 
3.P. MtddMQee Ihwl; 7S3462). 
:hliablrtar (Mahatna Gand^ 
ted: ffi2740>--3. 5.45. ft30. 

A Tanin Mljumdar flbn, atamng 
^ipal Dutt, Sudhya Roy, 'Soundt- 
I Ctettetjee, Anup Ktmw. Ayan 
lanerjee, Kbeyali Daltidar. 
libhn Cbaknbcaty, Abka Gancu- 
f, Rtuna Guhathakurta. Ka^ 
itedd. DSqf) Royi Antn Banojee, 
atya jbiidapadhyay and Maater 
Mu. The rauatc b by V. Balaara. 


I ,.i. 


abohemwpli 
centiHiea tffl Ji 


At Gaiety BP }4 (BP>14> Sac- 

ta, HllMtdm 

andedHta. i Andhra AaMdation, Calcutta 


Aabdoah Choudhury Avenue; 

cuttain. 




I " ; . t'.,; I' 111 




■wvpntee 



«, 7 )- IC*771 at 0«80, Art (1,2,4, 
9,7) ic-matiaoo. 
CaleuUa*Aanahl*Patn«« 
UMhnow>tMM: Gap. (daNy). lO 
Atom 0815 

Oaitii-Luoknew-Pntna'itanahi* 
Caleulini Art (dnOy): lC-400 at « 
1546 

Qdeutta O uawhatl! Onp. (cWM; 
lC^ai1540,O«P (1.3.M : 
lC-729 at 0780; Air. (d(rty). IC^ 


l&02lai1l00;AiT.(l);lC^i 
IfflOjAir (2.3,4.6.8,7):K>Mai 
at 1380 


CalOMM a Bo wi ba p i Dap (2); Al¬ 
lot at 0040; ^ («: AI-SOO at 
1980. 

■a n^ C i t M i Ma; Air. (5): Al-sOs 

pa WCal a iit t a ;Atr (1):AI-1328al 
1040. 

hMmiMrHnm 
cnumjomt 
863 at 0700 and 


etna (AbM Haiiaa la Oil- 
Mtta Mriwrt): Oapaihiraa 
ImnAMnaaHauaaalAOOtwi, 
9mm, 7.18 am, 8.30 m!; 
1180 am. 818 pm. 3.18 pm 
ate 8.48 jm. Oaparturaa bpm 




810; Air 


atelC-7{ 




•""•- l Hi i r'-r'-iin.iim i rrar i 


apam 

iiUuiaikMaai 
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Arr, (1. 3, 5, 6): PF-702 at 1120, 
Arr, (7): PF-702 at 1620. 
Caleutta-Agartala-Sllchar; Dap. 
(7). PF-729A at 0710; Arr. (7): PF- 
730Aat1140. 


Cilcutta-Jamihadpur: Dap. (1.2. 

3.4.5. 6 ) : PF-717 at 0630, Dap. (2, 
4. 8). PF-717A at IMO; Art (1, 2, 

3.4.6.6) ; PF-718 at 0825, Arr, (2, 

4.6) ; PF.718A at 1525, 


Caleutta-Agartait'Alzawl: Dap 
(2,4.6, 7): fr-70S at 0855; Arr. (2, 
4, 6, 7): PF-706 at 1300. 
Calcutta-Agartata-Alzawl* 
Calcutta: Dap. (1. 3, S); PF-70SA 


at 1250; Arr. (1, 3, 5): PF-706A at 
1635. 

Caloutia>Cooch Bahar: Dap. (1. 
3.5) PF-707 at 0855; Arr. (1.3.5); 
PF-708at 1150. 


I r.ims 


Dapartuia EASTERN RAILWAY 


Dapartura 


SOUTH-EASTERN 


Up 

Tbna 

Howrah 

Tbna 

On 

2311 

19-00 

OdhHCalka Mail 

930 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amriiaar Mall 

905 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via AllahatNKi 

1915 

3004 

2381 

8-15 

Air-Cond. (Naw Dalhi) Ez- 

1900 

2382 



praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 





Dap—Teas. Thurs A Sat 

Arr—Wad. Frt. A Son, 



2303 

915 

Alr-Cond. (Naw OaHil) Ex* 

-1900 

2304 



praaa via Palna 

Dap—Mon. Wad. Frt. A Sun. 





Arr—Mon. Tuat. Thurt. A Sat 



2301 

16-00 

Rajdhanl Expraaa 5 days a 

NMAdSlf 

11-30 

2302 



Dap—Mon. Toas. Thurs. Fri, A 
Sun. 

Arr- Tubs. Wad. Thurs. Sat. A 
Sun. - 



2373 

2900 

Hlmgirl (Jafflmu*Tawl) Ex* 
praaa Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dap—Tues. Fri. A Sat. 

Arr—Tuas. Wad. A Sat. 



2547 

1915 

Puftianchal (Gorakhpur) Ex* 

4-15 

2548 



PTM# 

Bap—Mon A Thurs. 





Arr—Thura. A Mon. 



3009 

204)5 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toolan Ex* 
praaa via Main Lina 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amrltaar Expraaa 

1945 

3050 

3039 

2955 

Dalhi Janata Express via 
Main Una 

930 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

5658 

22-00 

17-35 

MtthHa Eursas 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expraaa 

900 

930 

3022 

5660 

3317 

910 

Black Diamond EMwaas 

21-25 

3316 

3029 

17-18 

CoamaM Expraaa 

1930 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaot Expraaa 

945 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Donapur Expraaa 

935 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Expraaa 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Dap—Wadnaaday 

Arr—Friday 

6-00 

3072 

Jamalpur Tr1*arkly Exmaas 

Dap—lues. Thurs. A Sat. 



An^—Mon. Thurs. A Sat. 



3015 

955 

Bantmikatan Expraaa 

1940 

3016 

2159 

1925 

Chambal (Qwaliar) Ezpraaa 

7-30 

2160 



Dap—Sat. A Sun. 
Arr-Tuos.AWod. 



1171 

1925 

SMpra (Indera) Expraaa 
Da^Tuas. A Wad. 

7-30 

im 



Arr—Sat. A Sun. 



3327 

15-M 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) Expraaa 

Dap A Arr—Mon. A Frt. 

7-30 

3328 

2161 

1925 

Chambal (Agra Cantt.) Expraaa 
An A Dap—fhuraday 

7-30 

2182 

5048 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

10-40 

5050 


Dap A Arr—Sunday 


RAILWAY 


Up 

TIrm 

HsiBuab 

Tbna 

Dn 

6003 

20-40 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
Qltan)all (Bombay) uprasa 

8-00 

8001 

2860 

12-35 

1905 

2856 

8034 

2920 

Ahmadabad Express 

5-05 

8033 

8030 

11-30 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

1950 

8029 

2841 

14-30 

Coromandal (Madras) Ex¬ 

11-50 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

praaa 

Bangalore Express 

Dap—Tuaa 

Arr—-Sun. 

19% 

2612 

i 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

1920 

8014 

8011 

9TD 

tapat Express 

22-30 

-8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambalpur Express 

7-30 

8006 

8015 

21-40 

Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Puri Express Via Cuttack 

930 

8008 

8409 

19-35 

JaganiMth (Purl) Expraaa Via 
Naraj 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

955 

21-20 

2822 



press 



8079 

23-20 

Tirupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-10 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-55 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dap—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl • Howrah * Trlvm- 
druffl CantrM Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central * Howrah 
* Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

1945 

2601 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tormbwa- 

13-45 

2649 



Guwahatl Weakly Express 
(via Visakhapatnam A Howrah) 





Thursday only 



2650 

22-35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 




Terminus Waakly Expraaa 
(via Howrah A Visakhapainam) 
SatunJay only 



2652 

22-35 

Cochbi Harbour Tarmbius 

1945 

2651 



Suparfaal Expraaa (vbi 
Visakhapatnam A Madraa) 





Dap— Fri. A Sun 

Arp— Tuaa. A Fri. 



2674 

22*35 

OuwahaM-Rangalora CNy 
weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

22*15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wadnaaday only 




. 14*10 

Bangalore CNy-Ouwahstl 

1945 

2873 



Weakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2810 

22-% 

Patna Ccohin Harbour Tar- 
mbiua Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 

j 


Saatlst 

3143 19^)0 DarJaaUng Malt 8^ 3144 

8Sl£SI5aiiSS“* 

3153 21-40 Oow Eaaraaa 

3151 11*30 ilaimn»ml Bzpraaa 

3133 20-45 Mughal *8111 feaiNaaa via 12-50 3134 

SBQ l oo p 

3103 18-20 BhagMIhl (Lalgola) Ezpiaaa 10-25 3104 

5185 12-40 CMmm bgMraaa Trl-taaahiy 

D^ A Arr— Wad. Frt. A Sun. 


2(V35 2588 

8-16 3154 

16-30 3152 


4-30 5188 


— 14-10 


CoeMn Maihour Tannitiua- 
Mna WaaMy Ezpaaaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wathiaaday onty 


13-45 2608 


ENQUIIUE8; For round dM dock taitermallon ol Eaalam Railway 
tralna. plaaaa dial 80364B-84 for In-coming Irdna; 8 03 6 36 -44 (or 
all othar Mormallon. For kifonnatlon about raaarwHono on 
Eaatam and South Eaolom Ralhvaya trahia, dial 203800 (from 8 
am to 8 pm on waak d a y a and 8 am to 2 pm on Sunda^ and 
g aa att a d h oWd a ya). 
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JUNIOR WHIRL o Hal Kaufman 



LONG SHOTI Sm H you can Ml on tirat try which ona of lour 
poaalbia palha takas tha ball to tha nat at top right 


a DIM SUMS* Adried Ilia squares ol Iwo whole numbers 
under 10 total 100 CKiickly what are the two numbers’ 
Answer in a minute it you can 

145ia pup IV «j« iAK} un a ] 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thera are at leasi sw dilfer 
anoae m drawmg dalaila beiwaen lop and boHom panals How 
qua^ can you find iham’ Check anewart with those below 

HWWItiUliV e SuittlUJ w SSHId fi ANRUNt WOQ 
iSH » pausdssiisipsr e paMMuwiio«(iiini i jsuouinueis t s a a usiSMiO 



IF'V NIGHT LINES' 

Let us suppose that the statement 
If I retire atlO pm la ways sleei 
well iscoriert Ther whirhonr oi 
the loiowinq statements also 
necessar ly true’ 

1 If I rstita before 10 pm I 
never sleep wall 

2 MI retire altar 10 pm I never 
sleep well 

3 I never sleep well if I have 
not retired at 10 pm 

4 If I do not sleep wall I have 
net ralirod at 10 pm 

Remember you are asked to 
pick just ore ot the statements 

> uu* Mousme 


a AGE SPREAD) Sik eiflht- 
Ifrtter wordt. below, reveal 
the word AGE m progree 
eive steps These sw wordt 
are deiinsd below How 
quickly can you And them? 

Definitions 1 Insurance 
officak and others 2 
Those who bet 3 In a 
spare way 4 Brutally S 
Youth group member 6 
Dnnk 


• lB0»UMi ( At«69AM 




FUNSPOT 



TIME OUT< Tima out for a ensck time in tor a doughnut Add colors 
to acene 1—Red 2—Lt Mwe »—Yellow 4- Li brown 5—Fleeh 
6—LI green 7—Ok bream •—Ok blue 0—Purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points ter using all the 
letters in tha word below to form 
two complete words 

CAMPOREE 

THEN score 3 peinis each far all 
words of lour latlart or mora 
found among iha latlart 

Try la tcara at laasi SS ael nt s 

•JQUi GOtd UMu 6«U» AtOFMCW 






































11th ChmaUon: How did tho wortd no. 1 
printer EPSON got ite nomo? (Son^ 
Prasod, Monatpinwnt Sorvlcos, TELCO, 
Jamohodpur 831010) 

4iM;Tha manutaeturor, Hattori A Sona, 
borrowod tha idoa from iBM’a graphic 
olactronic printer and hence they rwmed it ttte 
Eiactronic Printer'a SON—EPSON, incidanteily, we alt 
rater to thia aa an IBM printer aa thia printer la 
marketed worldwide by thia mega-giant. 


♦SONY 


B ritain is the home of 
football. Why?* asks 
Shyamal Nandy, Calcutta 29. 

The ancient Greeks 
played a kind of football 
during their athletics and 
drama festivals. The 
Chihese emperor staged the 
game at his court, where the 
defeated team not only lost 
the match but also their 
heads. The Pomans 
colonising Britain, the 
Renaissance courtiers of 
Rorence, the American 
Indians: all are on record as 
playing a brand of football. 

No doubt other societies 
have had a similar 
involvement, but haven’t had 
anyone to record the fact. In 
Britain, football seems to 
have been popular from the 
12th century on. For several 
hundred years it remained a 
vigorous and widespread 
folk sport, despite numerous 
attempts by judges, kings, 
queens and churchmen to 
ban the game.'orto fine and 
imprison players. 

Many reasons have been 
given over the centuries 
about w^ football should 
not be either played or 
watched. One typical 
reaction was: 'in as much as 
there is great noise in the city 
caused by bustling over 
large balls... from which 
many evils might arise which 
God forbid: we command 
and forbid on behalf of the 
king, on pain of 
imprisonment, such game to 


be used in the city in future.' 
Prodamation in London, 
1314. 

The basis of the present 
rules and orgartisation of 
soccer was established 
during the middle pf the last 
century in Britain. Until that 
time the public schools 
considered the game 'only fit 
for butcher boys'. But about 
1650 it was seen that 
football could fit in witti 
educational ideas. Football 
was to help encourage such 
qualities as ‘group loyalty, 
willingness to compete 
according to rules, 
cooperativeness, courage, 
leadership, ability, and the 
like’. Which is where schools 
got the idea of compulsory 
games. 

What these scfiools did, 
toother with some of the 
unrrersities where their boys 
later moved, was to pave the 
way for football to become a 
nationwide game, by sorting 
out a single set of rules. This 
took many years to achieve 


since those who adhered to 
the Hanow Rules or the Eton 
Rules or the Cambridge 
Rules did not always see the 
point of giving way to 
another school of thought. 

Many books dealing with 
the history of football imply 
that It was only the sons of 
the rich who kept the game 
going and then made it 
popular during this period. 
But football had not 
suddenly stopped outside 
the public schools arKf the 
universities during this 
period. The industrial 
revolution brought 
thousands from the country 
into the towns, and the game 
continued in the streets, 
though without the 
objections from Church and 
State to draw attention to its 
existence. With ttie 
restrictions on space 
involved in playing in the 
towns, such arts as dribbling 
began to assume more 
importance. 

Probably the first 


important industrial centre 
for football was Sheffield 
where at least two dubs 
were in existence by the time 
the Sheffield Rules were 
worked out in 1857; by 1862 
there were 15. It was to the 
Sheffield Assodation that 
many of the new nortiiem 
dubs affiliated, a short while 
after a small group of 
London-based dubs had 
formed the Football 
Association in 1863. The 
division between north and 
south affected the stnicture 
of football for a considerable 
period, causing rivalry 
between the FA and the 
Football League, between 
professionals and amateurs, 
between the industrial 
centres and the less 
urbanised regions. 

The history of football is 
too often told in terms of the 
external landmarks in its 
development; the founding 
of the FA, now the Cup 
began, the founding dt the 
League, the start of the 
World Cup competition, and 
so on. Though such things 
have their plaoe, there is 
much more of interest to be 
found if the game is seen in 
relation to the soda! history 
of any given period. 


Postscript: The Saturday 
Club Inter-Club Carnival 
Quiz on July 5 at 6.45 pm. 


QUESTIONS 


1) When a state is under 
Presidenifs'Ruie, how is Its 
annual budget passed? 
(Manc4 Kumar Singh, 
Patratu) 

2) Which Hollywood 

Western movie was based 
otiKuBOsaste's TlmSamt 
5Sriiumt?(ttoy Day, Mbo^ 
achandanMmif 1^ . 

3) Whist) fwnous musto 
iwsciDr sang songs under, 
the nente Ymttalkai^ 

shik Kumar Nag, Hooglw 
2 ) ■ 

^ What haslMen eUsBttt-' 
Sid as foe wbdtf s biggwft 


offer of promotion^ free 
trips? (SusNI Poddar, Cal¬ 
cutta 29) 

8)Whosaid.*MyPre8i- 
dent is Lord Shankar and 
my Prime Minister is 
Outga*? (t^jani Kumar. 
Rai^l) 

•) Where was India’s lliet 
eieo tro ntetelephor i e . 

TTr^ffirttt*Trw*r^ 



Jasim Akhtar, Joihat 2) 
n Who pl^ed foa.roie of 
kitedan Sharmaln foefHm 
Tfoff (baaed on Mah esh 
Skunchwar'S pteydflbB; 
same name, ftlmedMf 
Netaf) McMa)7 (Anfodo 
Sbn, Calcutta 3^ 

lOD Which pop 
fimfossist 


''.'UBtiM’JitiMtyf 
*JSUeaAaaitfoj 
, f|n|3jaooQe.v< 

xeqtuog‘sOetedooo tv r 


juiteawimusitoit 

8|d«Md’SCiSi$ 



. * ’t,). • r ■' ,, t Y *^,1 




, . ..'it 
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but... 




with my little devil of a brothe. 
making his first masterpiece, how 
could I walk away ? Of course, I 
did try to bolt a couple of times 
and join all the other guys playing 
footer. But he’s a smart one. He 
finally got Kwality. And that got 
me. There was Kesflr Pista and 
Nutty Crunch and Zee Cone - boy, 
you bet I didn’t stir until 
finished his work of art. And if tb- 
resemblance is hard to spi 
even Van Gog^ had to stai 
somewhere.” , 














